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FOREWORD
Planning is necessary if progress is to be made in economic,

sponsored by the Oregon State University Extension Service
and have been held in each county at approximately ten year
intervals.
Planning for progress is a continual process but it is worth-

social and community development. This publication is the
result of committee deliberations by your neighbors in Curry
County.

For this conference over 100 Curry County citizens have
given time and thought to "what is" and "what ought to be"

while to

periodically record the situation, problems, op-

portunities, and areas which appear to offer possibilities for
progress. The recommendations in this document are offered
to action oriented individuals and groups for their consideration. Progress can come only when ideas are activated into

and have offered some ideas for improvement.
The 1969 long range planning effort is the fourth in a series

which began in 1938. Subsequent conferences were held in
1947 and 1956. Conferences beginning in the 1920's have been

meaningful programs.
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CURRY COUt'JTYI OREGOM
The first settlement in CurryCountywas established in 1851,
when Captain Tichenor, with 65 men, founded a colony at Port
Orford. An attempt to establish a settlement earlier the same
year failed when the nine men brought from Portland by Captain
Tichenor were forced to leave the area when the Indians besieged
them on Battle Rock and a promised relief ship did not arrive.
The earliest inhabitants were primarily the Tu-Tut-Ni Indians

Rainfall varies from 60" to 80" per year on the coast and
up to 120" in parts of the interior. The summers are relatively
dry with often less than 1" of rainfall from June 1 to September

well-developed culture. The balmy climate and food in abundance

Winnemucca, Nevada, to the Pacific Coast.

15.

Curry County is strategically located to provide outdoor
recreational facilities for a fast growing and over populated
California as well as a rapidly developing southern Oregon.
It is in direct line with the Winnemucca-to-the-Sea road from

who lived in houses, were great basket weavers, and had a

from the sea, rivers, and hills made living relatively easy.

Trouble between the whites and Indians from 1851 to 1856 was
known as the Rogue Indian Wars. The discovery of gold near the
mouth of the Rogue River and the influx of whites who exploited
this yellow metal set off these fierce Indian battles. By 1857 gold
mining as a commercial venture almost ceased and the settlers
turned to salmon fishing for a livelihood.

SOCIAL STRUCTURE

The county was named for George L. Curry, territorial

governor at the time Oregon obtained statehood.

Population

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The population in Curry County increased from 6,048 in
1950 to 13,983 in 1960, and increase of 131.2 percent, which
was the greatest percentage increase for any county in Oregon.
This was brought about by improved transportation, electricity,
and an expanded market for lumber products, of which Curry
County had an untapped supply. The average family income
increased from $2,692 to $6,033 during this 10-year period.
The 1960 population was listed by the Census Bureau as 18.9
percent urban and 81.1 percent rural. Brookings is the only

Topography and Location

urban center, with a population of 2,700 in 1968.

Curry County is located in the extreme southwestern part of
Oregon. It is bounded on the west by the Pacific Ocean, on the
east by the Siskiyou Mountains of the Kiamath Range, and on the
south by California. It Is approximately 90 miles long and 30 to
40 miles wide, and contains 1,040,640 acres of land. Relatively
flat areas are found as benches above the ocean and along rivers
in the county. Rolling hills are found in the foothill area, but the
interior is mountainous with peaks up to 5,000 feet elevation. The
Rogue River flows through the middle of the county and into
the ocean at Gold Beach.

Following a high in 1960, the population dropped over a

period of nine years to approximately 12,500. Recently it has
started to increase slightly, with the influx of retired people
into the Brookings-Harbor and Gold Beach areas.

Medical Services

Most private land in the county is in the narrow strip

along the ocean and along the shoestring valleys formed by the
rivers. Most of the interior is in the Siskiyou National Forest.
Many rivers and small streams drain the area, with the main
ones being the Winchuck and Chetco rivers in the south; Pistol

The Curry County Health Office consists of two public
health nurses, three licensed practical nurses, and a parttime county health doctor.
The Curry General Hospital is located in Gold Beach. It

River, Hunter Creek, Rogue River, and Euchre Creek in the
central area; and Elk River, Sixes River, and Floras Creek in
the north. All head in the coastal mountains except the Rogue,
Floras Lake and Garrison Lake in the northern part of the
county are the only natural lakes of any size. Both lakes are

adjacent to the ocean with narrow beaches separating them from

is now being remodeled to modern standards. Mercy Flights,
Inc. makes planes available for specialized treatment within
a 400-mile radius.
A family service clinic is operated by the county.

the ocean. Several smaller lakes are located in the Siskiyou
Mountains of Curry County.

section on health under Human Resources.)

found from Brookings south to the state line, and minor benches
are found in other sections along the coast.

Education

Cli mate

Curry County has 5 elementary school districts, 1 union
high school district, and 2 unified school districts. A total
of 12 public grade schools and 3 public high schools are
operated. One parochial school is located in Brookings.
College level credit as well as noncredit courses are

which begins in the Crater Lake area of the Cascade Mountains.

(For a more complete report on health services see the

A flat bench about 20 miles long and up to 2 miles wide
extends along the ocean from Port Orford to the north end of
the county. A smaller bench comprising about 2,000 acres is

The climate of Curry County is greatly influenced by the
prevailing westerly winds of the Pacific Ocean. Temperatures
are moderate along the coast with slightly higher temperatures,
both winter and summer, in the southern part of the county.
Summer winds are usually from the northwest and winter winds
from the southwest. East winds often bring mild sunny weather
during the winter, and cause fire hazard conditions in late fall.
The average summer temperature is 590 F. and the average
winter temperature is 480 F. While coastal temperatures may
be cool during the summer, a few miles up any coastal stream
will find temperatures from 800 to 1000 during clear weather.

available through the Division of Continuing Education in the
high schools.

Private kindergartens are operated in Brookings, Gold

Beach, and Port Orford.
The county has an excellent special-education program and

other services through the County Intermediate Education
District (lED). The lED is involved in a cooperative work
experience program involving all school districts.

Public libraries are located in Brookings, Gold Beach,

Langlois, and Port Orford.
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the county Extension agent, the local SCS technician, and a
representative of the State Board of Forestry, in consultation
with the Soil Conservation District supervisors. Irtakes into
consideration recommendations of the supervisor of the
Farmers Home Administration and the ASC community committeemen. The county ASCS office is located in the Curry

Farm Organizations and
Other Service Groups

County Office Building, Gold Beach.

Three subordinate granges and one Pomona grange are
wie center.
Active chambers of commerce are located in Brookings-

active in the county. The Farm Bureau has an active county-

Soil and Water Conservation District

Harbor, Gold Beach-Wedderburn, and Port Orford.
Service clubs such as Rotary, Lions, Soroptimist, the Junior

Chamber of Commerce (Jaycees), and others are keenly
interested in the human and natural resources of the county
and work for their development.

Curry County has 37 churches representing almost every

Curry County has one soil and water conservation district. The

denomination.

office is located in the Bet-Gar Building, Gold Beach. The

SWCD is governed by a seven-man board. The Soil Conservation

Service has assigned one district conservationist to the office.
The SWCD is a legal subdivision of the state, established

in accordance with the provisions of the SWCD law. The
objectives of the district are to provide for conservation of
soil and soil resources, for the control and prevention of

AGRICULTURAL AGENCIES

soil erosion, for the prevention of damage from floodwater and
sediment, and for the conservation, development, utilization,
and disposal of water.

County Extension Service

State Employment Service

The Cooperative Extension Service is an off-campus educational activity of Oregon State University. Its major objective
is to help people understand and apply scientific developments
in agriculture, home economics, and related sciences in order
to enjoy a better life.

The State of Oregon maintains an employment service In Coos
Bay. This office acts as a clearing house for labor In the county,
servicing the needs of agriculture, Industry, and forestry. The

The education provided by the Extension Service is an
informal and distinct type directed to helping people solve

Department of Employment assists in Curry County through
part-time offices.

day-to-day problems. It is education for action and is directed
toward helping Individuals make sound decisions to:
-- Earn more money and make the best use of available
resources
-- Improve living and home environment
-- Develop a better community in which to live
-- Develop increased ability and willingness by both adults
and youth to assume the responsibilities of leadership and
citizenship
The guiding principle of Extension then is "to help people
help themselves".

Curry County's Extension Service staff consists of

Farmers Home Administration
The Farmers Home Administration provides credit and

one

financial and managerial assistance to farmers, rural families,
and organizations. A representative of the PHA visits Curry
County twice a month at the County Extension Office. Here
eligible borrowers make application for assistance. FHA Is

home economics and youth agent and one agriculture, community

development, and youth agent. Area agents In fisheries,
cranberries, dairy and livestock assist with the county program.
The Extension staff offers services and information from OSU
Extension specialists, experiment stations, and resident instructors to the residents of the county. Offices are located in

an agency of the United States Department of Agriculture.

Services include operating loans, farm ownership 1oans water
facility loans, emergency loans, and livestock loans.

the Curry County Office Building, Gold Beach.

Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service
The Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service

(ASCS) is administered in Curry County by a three-man
county committee and three three-man community committees.
County committees are elected annually from cooperators in

each community, voting under uniform election procedures
set up by Congress. The County Extension Agent is an exofficio member of the committee.
The ASCS administers a variety of federal farm programs.
In Curry County these involve cost-share payments to farmers

for conservation practices and the wool-incentive program.
The ASCS program is directed towards reducing significantly

the loss of agricultural soil, water, woodland, and wildlife
resources and improving the prospect of their multipurpose
use in the provision of an adequate supply of food, fiber,

water, and wildlife for the future and for the general improvement of man's total environment.
County programs are developed from the state ASCS program
and include practices most applicable to the county. The county

program is developed by the County ASCS Committee, including
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t'JATU1RAL COMOM1C POUPC
Agricultural Committee Report
Agriculture in Curry County is devoted mainly to the
production of livestock, livestock products, and Easter lily

bulbs. The gross farm income for 1968 was estimated at

close to 2-l/2 million. Animal products accounted for about
60 percent of this total, with cash crops valued at 40 percent.
In

1964 there were approximatley 263 farms in Curry

County, covering about 110,000 acres. The average size

farm is 418 acres. Twelve hundred acres qualify as cropland, and the rest is pasture or range and woodland.
A year-round mild climate gives the area a natural advantage for forage-crop production In both the limit ed valley
croplands and on the hill pastures and rangeland.
At the present time it takes approximately 1 to 3 acres to
graze 1 ewe for a year.

Lush bottom/and pastores supplement bench and hi/I ranges for dair( and beef cattle and sheep (Brookings-Harbor Pilot photo)

LIVESTOCK AND FORAGE
Animal products and forage crops account for over 60

percent of the agricultural income to Curry County.
Although the sheep population has remained fairly constant,
beef has increased considerably over the past 10 years, while

the number of dairy cattle has decreased. Most of the productive bottom land is producing good forage. The use of

improved varieties of grasses and legumes, proper establishment techniques, and follow-up fertilizer applications should
greatly increase the carrying capacity of bench and hill land.
Many potentially productive areas have become overrun
Wi th brush, primarily Ceanothus, coyote brush, salmonberry,
an d other species. Burning permits are not always obtainab le. Chemical control has been tried for the past several

ye ars in Curry County, but the results are not yet conclusive.

Much of this brush-covered land is productive and should
be in either timber or in improved grazing land. This corn-

mittee recognizes that pasture improvement is a major need

those who wish to remain in farming, this becomes a problem.

in Curry County.
Many parcels of Curry County rangeland are now growing

bentgrass of one variety or another. At one time this was
a recommended forage, but now that better species have been
found it is difficult to eliminate the "bent" growing on these

The agricultural use assessment program has been applied
for by over half of the Curry County farmers and ranchers
and Is providing some relief, but the steady encroachment
and surrounding of agricultural lands promise to become
more serious in the future.

PREDATORS

MARKETING

ranges.

Predation by coyotes and dogs is a very serious economic
problem to the sheepmen in Curry County. Each year domestic

Almost all of the marketing of livestock in Curry County
is through country buyers. One auction yard is available in
the Bandon area, and some ranchers buy and sell through this

and feral dogs destroy or maim many head of sheep, and

often will run deer to exhaustion and death. The use of a

outlet.

coyote repellent has been used experimentally in Curry County

for two years. Results to date show mixed results in the

The marketing of wool is limited to two or three buyers.
At one time Curry County wool commanded a premium for

control of coyote and dog predation. The chemical is not registered for sale outside of the state in which it is manufactured.

papermakers' felt. At the present time the Lmncoln-Cotswold-

Curry County has a coyote and bobcat bounty system and
two very competent predatory control agents. The present

Romney coarser fleeces take a reduction in price because of
synthetics now being used in the papermaking industry. In
some instances, sheep producers in Curry County have been
told that buyers do not want their wool because of the coarseness and poor quality. A definite program is needed to up-

indemnity for sheep killed by dogs is $8 per head. At the

present cost of replacement ewes, this figure is not adequate.
Other predators in the area include cougar, bear, bobcat,
eagles and ravens.

grade the quality of wool.

The Lincoln-Cotswold-Romney cross has been developed
to survive under minimal care in the winter weather along
the coast. The quality of the wool and the number and growth
rate of the lambs, however, is somewhat less than desirable.
Here again, work is needed to improve the lambing percent-

PESTS

age and growth rate of lambs under Curry County range
conditions. Present lambing percentages range from 60 to
80 percent.

Insects, weeds, and diseases continue to be serious problems
to the livestock producer.

Tansy-ragwort, poison hemlock, and gorse (Irish furze)
toxic to cattle and horses but does more damage by crowding out desirable plants on both hill and bottom land pastures.
Seeds of the tansy-ragwort are lightweight and spread very
rapidly by wind, water, and animals. These seeds quickly
infest logged-over lands, and this provides a seed source
to reinfest pastures. Sheep provide some degree of control
on tansy-ragwort but do not eradicate this plant. As much

are three of the more serious weeds. Tansy-ragwort is

Recommendations
The Livestock and Forage Committee considered the situa-

tion and the problems of the livestock industry and made
the following recommendations designed to help solve these
problems and to meet the educational and research needs

of the seed source is on logged-over lands, it is not economi-

chlly feasible to control the seed source by mechanical or

of the Industry:

chemical means.

Pasture improvement is a major need. Efforts of the
Extension Service and other agencies should be focused on

A biological control for the tansy-ragwort plant was first
introduced in Curry County in 1965 by the Extension Service
in cooperation with the Entomology Research Division of the
United States Department of Agriculture. This was the cmnábar moth, which was obtained from Sites at Fort Bragg,
California. In 1968 and 1969 one of the five release sites

promoting technology now available toward the development of
improved pasture and rangeland. Ranchers should concentrate
on improving their best lands first.

Cost studies should be developed by Oregon State
University to determine the economics of improving pasture
and rangeland. These cost of production studies should
be done under a variety of conditions in Curry County.

showed a considerable increase in the numbers of the cinnabar

moth larvae. Survival at the other sites was minimal. Ad-

ditional releases from the successful site were made to other
areas of the county. At best, the control of tansy by the cinnabar
moth will be a long, slow process.
Poison hemlock has become more serious in recent years,
and each spring it is responsible for the death of several
head of cattle.
Gorse has taken much of the rangeland in the north end of
the county and is gaining a foothold in other sections of the
county. The entire county is in a weed-control district, and
a major effort is being made to prevent gorse from establishing new footholds. Efforts are also being made to control this

Continued research on the fertilizer requirements of

forage crop to be grown in the county should be carried out
by the Extension Service and Oregon State University. Special

emphasis should be placed on the needs for sulfur

and

minor element requirements.
Cost studies on developing hill lands for forage and for
timber production should be developed to help land owners
determine the best use of land. Generally speaking, it is
recommended that the north slopes be reserved for forestry.
Further research should be conducted by Oregon State
University to determine the most effective and economical
methods of controlling bentgrass on pastures and ranges.
- Research should be continued into the control of brush
on many of the Curry County rangelands. Ranchers should
work very closely with the Coos Forest Protective Association on burning when feasible. Continued research should
be done by Oregon State University on the control of brush
by chemical means under Curry County conditions. Ranchers
must follow up brush control by establishing improved forage
crops in sprayed areas.
Research should be continued by the Extension Service

weed in the more valuable lands in the north end of the county.

The face fly, a recent arrival in Oregon and in Curry
becoming a very grave problem to cattle and
horses. To date, no adequate control has been developed for
rangeland cattle. The use of back rubbers with a ciodronCounty, is

vapona solution has given limited control.

Internal parasites also cause considerable economic loss

to sheep in Curry County.

on the use of repellent sprays on sheep to prevent killing

LAND USE

by coyotes and dogs.
The Curry County Livestock Association and its predator

control committee should work very closely with the dog
control officer, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
predatory control agents, and the county sheriff's department
in the control of dogs on sheep ranges. The Curry County

Of considerable concern to many of the farmers and
and other residential property on agricultural lands. For
ranchers of Curry County is the encroachment of subdivisions
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Committee members estimate there are close to 2,000

Board of Commissioners should consider increasing the dog
kill Indemnity payments to approach more realistically the

acres available In the Brush Prairie area for the production
of blueberries. Some of the problems that need to be solved
before a successful blueberry planting is made are drainage,
windbreaks, and deer control. Labor for pruning, mowing,

cost of replacing sheep.

Methods of controlling ravens are desperately needed
in some areas. The United States Fish and Wildlife Service

and fertilizing might also be a problem. Northern Curry

should conduct research to determine ways to protect newborn
lambs from ravens.
Accelerated research on face fly control should be done
by Oregon State University.

has at present adequate labor available.
The committee feels that the future of blueberries is good
in northern Curry County. This is a good supplemental income

program for retired people or for those who want part-

To aid In the control of noxious and other weeds the

time work.

Extension Service should develop an abbreviated weed-control

recommendation list to be sent periodically to farmers,
ranchers, and the feed stores in the county. This should be
updated at least every two years.

To aid In the control of tansy-ragwort, continued emphasis

RECOMMENDATIONS

should be given by the Extension Service to obtain additional

cinnabar moth larvae. A search for other means and other
biological controls of this weed s hould be continued by

- To develop adequate markets, more people need to be
interested In raising blueberries. The ExtensiOnService should
organize a tour of the blueberry fields in early August to
encourage Interest In raising this crop.
- The marketing potential in the San Francisco and Los
Angeles markets should be closely Investigated as well as
canning and freezing possibilities. It is estimated that a
small canning or freezing operation could be developed

Oregon State University and the USDA.
Oregon State University should intensify efforts to find
controls for foot rot In both sheep and cattle.

- Farmers and ranchers should work continually towards
upgrading the quality of wool produced on Curry County
ranches. Proper wool-handling methods and careful selection
of replacement stock should give top consideration to the
quality of wool as well as to the growth rate and lambing
percentage. Continued research Is needed In improving the

locally at a very low cost.

quality of breeding stock.

CRANBERRIES

Cranberries are becoming an increasingly important crop
in Curry County. Approximately 50 acres of cranberries are

SPECIALTY CROPS

now in production in this county.

Horticultural Crops

Most of the Curry County cranberry growers belong to
the Southwest Oregon Cranberry Club, which is serviced
by Coos County Extension agents. This group thoroughly
discusses the cranberry industry, and a complete report

BLU EBERRI ES

ference report entitled "Coos County Looks to the Future"

will be found in the Coos County Long Range Planning Con(1968).

Blueberries are being grown at the present time in Curry
County on between 8 and 10 acres each year. Much of the
production is marketed locally on a "u-pick" basis or in
neighboring communities. The quality of the berries is very

ARTICHOKES

good.

It has been found that artichokes can be grown successfully in Curry County. At the present time two experimental
plantings have been developed In the Harbor area. Cultural

practices are needed to insure a crop of artichokes at the
time the California supp ly is not available to the market.

DAFFODILS

In southern Curry County the production of daffodils for
Cut flowers and bulbs was a more important industry in the
past than it is at present. The general concensus of the
committee, however, is that this flower does come on earlier
and provides better flowers in the Harbor area than in any
other part of the state or the neighboring areas in California.
There is, however, considerable competition from other areas
and from larger growers. Insect problems and nematodes are
a serious problem in the Harbor area.

LILIES

Easter lilies have been an Import ant crop i n Curry County
and neighboring Del Norte in Califor nia since the 1930's. The
Croft lily, first grown by Sidney Cr0ft in 1928 at Bandon, was
the cornerstone in tho Easter lily industry In the Pacific
Northwest. Shortly after World War II, a boom in the lily
industry saw bulbs selling as high as a dollar each, with about

a hundred people growing small plots to cash in on this
popular crop. In recent years the industry has stabilized
itself with about 25 growers and somewhat over 300 acres
in the two counties. Scattered plantings are located else-

Blueberries are now grown in limited quantities in Curry County.
A large amount of land in the Port Orford - Langlois area is
suited far growing quality berries.The committee feels the fuftire
of blueberries is goad in Northern Curry County.

where in Curry County, and a few are located In the Willamette
Valley.

Major varieties now are the Ace and the Nellie White.
Work at the Pacific Bulb Growers Association's Research

(Extension Service photo)
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with the new three-grade system.

The potential for garden lilies looks very good in this
area. Several growers are producing the different varieties
of colored lilies for cut flowers and bulbs. If land remains
available, this could be an Important part of the lily industry.

Nursery Crops
market for nursery stoc k Is developing very rapidly.
varieties of nursery sto ck can be very well grown In
Curry County. in recent year 5 the production of nursery
crops haS developed rapidly in this area, primarily in
the Ha ruor area.
Some of these crops include geraniums, rhododendrons,
The
Many

azaleas, and hydrangeas. though evergreen ornamentals are
also a possible nursery crop for the area.

A major problem in the hydrangea industry is the need
for mechanical equipment to take the place of unavailable
or high-priced labor.

Other crops
Other crops such as cauliflower, brocc oh, c abbage, and
other members of the cole family, as wel1 as 1ettuce, have
definite possibilities in Curry County. The marit Ime climate
is ideal for some of these crops. Several ranchers are now
producing quality shore pine Christmas trees. Many others
are interested in this type of crop.

The Harbor bench is especially well suited r growing high
qual ity bulbs. Easter lilies (Liliurn longifiorurn Thunb.) are
an important crop in Curry County.

Recommendations

(Oregon State Highway Dept. photo)

and Development Station has been directed toward insect
and disease control, cultural practices, and the development
of new varieties. A 1963 selection, known as 63-1, shows
a great deal of promise, having scored consistently high

Equipment research should be carried out by Oregon
State University, the Pacific Bulb Growers Association, and
the Extension Service to develop labor-say ing machinery for
the lily and other horticultural Industries.
Oregon State University should continue research on
weed control in horticultural crops with specific reference
to lilies and hydragneas.
The Extension Service should establish additional trials
of artichokes In other areas of C urry County. More work
is also needed on cultural practic es to provide artichokes

in pot evaluation.

A critical factor in lily production in the Harbor area is
the availability of land. The new Harbor Water I)lstrict has
spurred a rash of housing subdivisions on land that is exceptionally well suited for growing lilies. The committee notes
that the Roil in the Harbor area Is superior to that of other
areas for growing the Easter lily, Lullurn longiflorum.
In the earlier years the Easter lily situation in Curry
County looked rather bleak, with disc ases and insects making
major Inroads on productivity. Work at the research station,
the development of nematicides, and other Insect and disease
controls have made it possible for Curry County to continue
producing top quality lily bulbs. At the present time over

for the market when the Californi a crop is not available.
Research needs to be done to maintain the daffodil
industry In Curry County. Special e mphasis should be placed
on the control of nematodes.

Further exploration of the three-grade system should
be made by growers. If the grading system is accepted on
a pilot basis, the Pacific Bulb Growers Association should

90 percent of the lilies that are forced for Easter in the
United States are grown in the Curry and Del Norte area.
Botrytis, also known as fire blight, and different types
of twist are now causing considerable concern among the
growers. The present program for botrytis control is weekly

push for adoption of a three-grade system.

- Further experimentation with the use of Benlate and

Thibendazole should be carried out for botrytis control on
lilies. Research also needs to be done by the Extension Service,
Oregon State University. and the University of California on

applications of Bordeaux spray. Some promising new chemicals

Benlate and Thibendazole dips for lilies.

are being tested for botrytis control.

- The Congress of the United States, at the earliest

The effects of the use of thimet over the past years are
felt by some growers to be causing problems in the green-

possible date, should appropriate funds for he horticultural
research facilities at Oregon State University and at Puyallup,
Washington. With the increasing Importance of the horticultural
industry in Oregon, this Is a definite need.

house performance of lily bulbs.
The costs of production of iilies is spiraling upward rapidly.
New minimum wage laws and the lack of adequate labor are
making it increasingly difficu It for the growers. Committees
of the Pacific Bulb Growers Association have embarked on

The potential for the nursery industry has not been

approached in Curry County. Further investigation of this potential should be carried out.

a study of additional mechanization to fill in the labor gap.
Another labor problem is in weed control, where it is difficult to find people willing to do hand weeding. Some work
on chemical control is now being explored by Oregon State
University.
Most lily growers feel that the present grading system
has outlived its usefulness and a new system is in order.
Some market testing has been done by several of the growers

- The market for cole crops should be closely followed
so that whenever it becomes feasible Curry County will be
in a position to produce for this market.

The zoning of the entire state will be mandatory by
necessary to retain a Sound agricultural base and to retard
encroachment on agricultural land. This protection can be
realized by a relatively simple type of zoning ordinance

December 1971. The committee feels that zoning will become
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that will hold controversial points to a minimum and allow
such a regulation to be fully understood by the people and

Horticultural Crops

accepted by a majority of the people. An extensive educational

program is needed to acquaint citizens of the county with
zoning regulations being proposed.
An expansion of the production of quality Christmas
trees is needed in Curry County. The area between Port
Orford and Bandon has the potential of producing some of
the finest quality shore pine trees of anywhere in the state.
The Farm Forester, the Soil Conservation Service, and the
Extension Service should continue efforts to expand this

Robert Hastings, Harbor
Walt Bomhoff, Harbor

Blueberries

industry.

Mrs. Charles Ells, Port Orford
Charles Jensen, Denmark
Jim Wilson, Port Orford

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

Livestock and Forage
Dave Barklow, Langlois
Everett Isenhart, Langlois
Lloyd Kreutzer, Langlois
Glen Wagner, Port Orford
Georgina Wahl, Langlois

Joe Zumpfe, Harbor
Henry Itzen, Harbor

Fred Blunt, Brookings
Lowell Kreutzer, Sixes
Harold Knapp, Port Orford
Richard Hildebrand, Langlois
Fritz Sigel, Port Orford

Charles Jensen, Denmark
Rex Warren, Oregon State University crops specialist
Wayne Mosher, Douglas County Extension agent
Don and Margaret Linklater, New Zealand
Walt Schroeder, Curry County Extension agent, secretary
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Forestry Committee Report
Other plants or trees that compete for the same
living space. Grass, brush, vines, and often too many trees
illustrate the problem.
Fire, which is often the number-one enemy of the
forest.

This report deals mostly with the continuing production of
the raw materials for Curry County's most Important industry.
The manufacture of lumber, plywood, and other wood products
exceeds all other activities in economic worth. The number
of people thus employed and the value of the end product are

Taxes and other carrying charges. These are an
indirect threat. Trees may not reach maturity before they

high because the county is largely forested. Not more than
4 percent of the area is cultivated or used intensively by
man. In fact, some 67 percent of the land is in public ownership. The Siskiyou National Forest takes up nearly 62 percent

must be cut.
The timber-growing area may be pre-empted by some

so-called higher use, such as roads, parks, or building sites.

of the total.

Not all of the national forest is suited to the production
of commercial trees, nor are all of the lands so designated
adequately stocked with trees. This is also true of private
ownership. An active program is urgently needed to bring
all of our commercial forest lands into full production. Few
will doubt the need for a greater supply of trees to keep

Curry County Forest Management

pace with our expanding population. Wood is still our cheapest

source of building materials. The paper industry alone, if
deprived of imports, could nearly use up the annual growth
of our forests. Housing in this country is in very short
supply. Wood substitutes can help but are likely to increase

Climate and weather. The 75 inches or more of precipita-

tion is quite favorable for tree growth. We will not soon

forget the great blowdown of 1962, the floods of 1964, or
the breakage from snow during the past winter. In spite
of these recent happenings, the chances of a tree reaching

costs.

maturity are quite good.

The growing site. The presence of Douglas-fir trees in
the county that are 10 feet through and more than 200 feet
tall shows that some areas, at least, have good potential.
The foresters classify most of the commercial timber lands
as "Site Class III (3)"; in other words, average for the
species. Most of the county is best suited for timber pro-

THE LOCAL FOREST INDUSTRY

duction, not annual crops.

This region was one of the last in Oregon to make use of
its virgin timber stands. All early attempts to produce lumber
on a large scale were short-lived. From 1925 to about 1946
timber harvest was on a very minor scale. Most of the cutting
was to feed small portable mills, and all of the logging prior
to 1951 did not keep up with the rate of timber growth. On
the national forest, cutting did not reach the volume of annual growth until the late l950's. It has been held at that
figure ever since as a matter of policy. The holdings of the
United States Bureau of Land Management operate under
a similar policy. The committee knows of no private ownership that comes under sustained-yield management; that is

Insect pests. No important outbreaks of forest insects
in recent years. There is, of course, a steady attrition,
in this area have come to the attention of the committee

especially from bark beetles.
Tree diseases. Approximately one third of the wood from

old-growth stands in Curry County is unsound due to dif-

ferent kinds of fungi. A tree's ability to resist decay is
related to its age and vigor. A very large portion of the
merchantable trees have passed their prime, and an early
harvest is essential to prevent further loss.

In the northern half of the county a root disease of Port
Oxford cedar has been taking a heavy toll. This is giving
foresters considerable concern, because this cedar brings

to say, where growth and cutting are in perpetual balance.
Since 1956 the mill capacity in or near Curry County
has far exceeded the capacity of the timber lands to produce
new wood. There is now sufficient mill capacity to use up
all of the privately owned timber in as little as four years.

the highest prices on the current log market, often exceeding
$500 per thousand board feet.

Conflict with animals. The main source of trouble with
and birds are seedeaters and greatly lessen the chances for
seedlings to become established. Poorly stocked tree stands
are everywhere evident in the county. This may or may not
be due to animals and birds, but it stands to reason that they

More and more companies are becoming dependent upon the

animals is in the establishment of new trees. Mice and squirrels

is quite properly a branch of agriculture.

are an important part of the overall problem.
Grazing and the growing of trees are incompatible uses for

government agencies for their raw materials. The time for
intensive forestry is at hand. The virgin timber stands are
nearly gone, and we must increase our efforts toward producing the next crop. Wood is a renewable natural resource,
but we cannot sit back and wait for a crop of trees. Forestry

the same acreage. This problem exists whether the grazing
animals are wild or domestic.
Conflict with other plants. In this area the main concern
is brush fields and understocked stands of Douglas-fir. There
are, however, thousands of acres that have reached the small
pole size and are ready for the first thinning. The Forest
Service has been spraying the brush fields and lettting thinning contracts, but the program to date falls far short of such

FOREST MANAGEMENT

needs.

To grow a crop of trees one must have land, soil, water,

Fire -- enemy or tool. In the past, wildfire has destroyed
millions of trees in this county. However, no large fires have
occurred since the late 1930's. The big columns of smoke
seen in the area during spring and fall are from slash burning
or cutover areas in preparation for tree planting.
Taxes and other costs chargeable to the next crop of timber.
All but 1,200 acres of the 287,000 acres of private ttmberlands
come under the ad valorem tax laws. Timberland owners are
reluctant to utilize any of the alternate laws designed to
defer taxes until harvest time.

seeds, capital, and a knowledge of forestry. There are

many things during the life of a tree that tend to stunt or

destroy it. They are, in brief, as follows:
Unfavorable weather and climatic conditions such as
drought, floods, high winds, wet snow, high temperatures,
and the like.
Deficiencies in the growing site. These can be
unstable ground, too steep a slope, poor soil, poor drainage,
and even facing in the wrong direction.
Insects that live on or in the tree. There are far
too many kinds to name here.

Oregon timber owners are not assessed on trees that are
11 inches in diameter or under, and only for 30 percent of
the market value for the larger trees. This may sound like
a very lenient system, but when added to other costs required
to produce commercial trees the expected profits disappear.
Taxes on standing timber tend to hasten cutting and result in
an ever-shrinking tax base. Only a small percentage of the

Tree diseases that are classed as blight, molds,
rusts, fungi, nematodes, etc. Like the insects, they are
numerous.
Animals that are injurious to trees. These are both
wild and domestic. Mice and rabbits probably head the list.
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Forest products provide the largest source of income to the county. More intensive forest practices and utilization ore necessary
if Curry County is to continue to maintain forestry payrolls. )Brookings-Horbor Pilot photo)

the trees that show evidence of major rot or defect. Selective
cutting, as such. may not be possible inthe Douglas-fir region,

287,000 acres of privately owned timberland now supports
old-growth timber It will all but disappear in the next five
years at present cutting rates.
One of the financial drawbacks to growing trees is the unavailability of insurance. It is a high-risk business, for there
are several things that can wipe out a lifetime of effort and
expense.
Other uses f r timberlarns, When land that is classed as
"Site Index" Four or Five is dedicated to other uses, there is

but there is plenty of room to step up salvage operations.
Another program already underway is the release of

small Douglas-fir trees from competition with other plants
by use of herbicidal sprays that are selective as to species.
This program seems to be very effective on the national forest
to date. An analysis of results and costs is needed so that the
forest industry and other landowners may determine the extent

that they wish to participate. The Industrial Forestry Association would be the logical agency to look into the possibilities of this program.
An adequate portion of the income from federal forest
lands should be committed to funding the actual needs of the
forest for proper manage ment practices specific to each ar ea.
The key to maintaining the payrolls dependent upon the
harvest and growing of tree s is more intensive forest ry.
Since the federal govern ment is the largest landowner In the
county, it should lead the way; indeed, it already is doing so
in several respects. We believe that the funds appropriated
for forest management should be greatly increased in this
area.
Several governmental agencies are now carrying on very
essential programs designed to promote forestry. The Forest
Fire Protectiye Associations under the a tate forester's direction has had singular success. The nation wide Farm Forester
program, where technical aid is made available to the small

very little conflict with forest management. Muchof the 80,000-

acre Kalmiopsis Wild Area is poor timber-growing land.

Roads and stream-protection strips have removed thousands

of acres from timber production, and more area will be
needed. More intensive forestry on the remaining acreage
can more than make up the difference if the need for funds
is met.

There is a trend in public thinking which emphasizes
special or single land uses over the principle of multiple use.
In general, good forest management is not incompatible with
other uses for the land.

Recommendations

landowner, is now active within the county. The Soil Conserva-

tion District includes forest management in its program. The
county Extension agent sees to it that questions about forestry
reach the right agency. His office distributes much literature
on the subject.

There are several long-range forestry programs already
underway, and the committee urges that their scope and intensity be increased. One of the most important of these is

the plan to seek Out the dead and down trees and remove
them at the earliest possible date. To these should be added
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to make tree growing a profitable venture. The risks named
earlier in this report indicate that there are no simple answers.
Perhaps a demonstration forest, with cost studies Set up by

Oregon State University, could furnish the proof needed to lead

the way. A great many acres of the national forest already
present a demonstration, but without the tax load and other

natural climate, the necessary steps will probably be taken to

insure a steady flow of wood products. A more intensive forestry

is the only means of perpetuating the industry near its present
level. This must also be coupled with a more intensive program
of utilization. All of the tree must be used, including the bark.

charges that are so vital to the production of a long-term crop.

Landowners are much disturbed over taxes, and this

problem must be better resolved, if we are to look to them for
an increase in wood production. It is believed that the State

Legislature should renew its efforts to devise a timber tax
law that will encourage, not discourage, tree growing. The
committee discussed, but did not approve, tax incentives as
a means of getting idle lands back into timber production.
In view of the millions handed out to the oil industry, this
idea cannot be ruled out altogether.
Oregon, as well as neighboring states, has set up minimum standards of good forest land management. In California the Forest Practice Act includes stiff fines for noncompliance. The committee agrees that there is a need for
certain basic rules under which all landowners must operate,
but rejects the idea that the future timber crop can be legislated
Into being. The raw materials of the wood-using industry
are an economic asset subject to the law of supply and demand.

If the political climate is as favorable to tree growth as is the

COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY

Randal McCain, Harbor, chairman
Sidney Bales, Gold Beach, secretary
Leroy Lambert, Port Orford
Cecil Rodgers, Brookings
George Morey, Gold Beach
Lester Hill, Brookings
Vance Noble, Port Orford
Jerry Proutt, Gold Beach
Robert Rogers, Gold Beach

J.F. "Slim" Miller, farm forester

Curry County Ownership Data
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Industry Committee Report
With approximately 70 percent of the county in commercial
forest land, it has been only natural that forest-based industry
should have predominated in Curry County. This is still the
situation today, although there is evidence that some revision
Lu relaLlve standings of the VTiflh1R in
be in the
offii.' Indeed, in the "Smaller Communities Program Report,"
published by the Stat e of Oregon Departmentof Labor, September 1967, it is stated that Curry County may someday be without
a lumber-producing mill in spite of the fact that it has more
standing timber per capita than any area of like size in the
world.
This committee, while admitting that the county may be at
some sort of crossroads, refuses to believe that wood products
will not continue to play an active part in the industrial future
of the county. This crossroads is one in which we see a virtual
end of privately owned old-growth timber and a consequent
dependence on federal timber for the plants which may remain.
This situation by itself will likely mean the death of one or more

existing log-using facilities or perhaps a lessening in log
usage by all or some plants in order to permit the
of all or some. Either way, it spells a decrease in the survival
number
of payroll dollars; when this occurs, imaginative and energetic
action will be needed in order to maintain a healthy economic
condition in the county. It is felt, however, that public-spirited,
interested people have already foreseen these possibilities and
are already taking steps to utilize other resources in such a
way as to lessen the impact of a gradually shrinking timber
industry.

Lumber and plywood manufacturing have be

THE TIMBER INDUSTRY
No doubt there has been some sort of wood-converting operation in Curry County since the sawmill of Neefus and Tichenor
in Port Orford in 1854. During the 1940's and 1950's, nearly
every canyon had a mill in it; it is estimated there were 32

active sawmills in the county in 1956. Today there are 11.
Regardless of how it occurs, there will be fewer people
employed in the manufacture of lumber and plywood in Curry

County some few years hence. With the disappearance of
privately owned timber in the county, remaining mills must

compete for the approximately 100 million board feet of federal
timber now available annually under existing management plans

and tributary to existing Curry County conversion facilities.

Hearings conducted by the Small Business Committee of the
United States Senate In 1968 gIve ample evidence that more,
not less, timber will be needed in the future, merely to satisfy
domestic demands. It is reasonable to assume that Curry
County plants will continue to harvest and manufacture all
the timber which can be obtained.
While the number of those employed by the primary log-

converting plants will decrease, it is possible that net jobs
may stay at approximately the present level because of an
anticipated expansion in the processing of native hardwood
logs and in the production of specialty wood products from

the primay indust of Cur Coun. Future indust will continue to be based on
forest products and commercial fishing tourism and agriculture,
lndust potentials in forest products wi/I be in the fields of
specialty wood products from both hardwoods and softwoods, (Don's Photogrphy Brookir,g)

- 13 -

seen; livestock production will probably continue at the same
general level; bulb production likewise will be limited in its

both hardwoods and softwoods. Until the preseit time, hardwoods

have found uses largely as a source of chips for pulp and as

growth by the lack of suitable acreage; fruit and row-crop
in the fields of shore pine Christmas tree production and

a raw material for novelty products. Increased interest in
the properties of tanoak will no doubt some day lead to

plantings will only be grown to fill loc&1 market needs. Only

research which will produce satisfactory methods of manufacturing and drying this species. More refined uses for softwoods will soon be forthcoming, and cut-up plants will be

cranberry and blueberry growing is there seen much change for
the better.

established to extract high-grade, short cuttings from otherwise
low-grade lumber and logs.

OTHER INDUSTRY

TOURISM

Commercial fishing and seafood processing. The last few
years have seen a quickening interest in the producing and
processing of seafood. Continued research in this field is
anticipated. With new methods of processing and with innovations

Tourism, Oregon's third and Curry County's second industry,

in freezing and canning techniques, it is likely that in the next

can only increase as a source of employment and of revenue
for the county. With 90 miles of unspoiled and spectacular
ocean frontage and with a year-round mild climate, this corner
of Oregon is on the threshold of being "discovered" by both

few years additional seafood processing expenditures will occur.
Government. In keeping with the national trend, it is likely
that the total number of employees of some level of government

tourists and retirees. Part of the appeal of the area is due
to the lack of congestion and the "take-it-easy" attitude
that prevails, particularly in contrast with areas to the south.
Like it or not, people will come and they will stay and the
pace will quicken. Just how fast this will happen is difficult
to predict, but it will be in direct proportion to the creation
of such things as:
Fish production. With particular reference to sports
fishery, Curry County is living on its past glories and must
get involved in re-stocking programs if it is to maintain its

will increase in the next few years. Specialization, programs
for the disadvantaged, more and better highways, schools and

the county will see a railroad at any time in the future.
Air. Although weather conditions hamper flight at certain

Recommendations

ocean can and will develop as it is needed.

To further develop complete utilization of forest products,
OSU and private mills are encouraged to accelerate research
on economical uses for all parts of the tree.

parks, more demand for more services--all will add to the
number of people on governmental payrolls.

All other industry. Insofar as the construction, transporta-

tion, retail trade, banking, utilities, communications, real

estate, and other businesses are concerned, there is no

reason to expect phenomenal growth in any, nor is there

reason the expect more than the usual seasonal slumps. The
general trend will be upward, however; as the general economic

health of the county improves, so will the general health of
each part of it.

reputation as a fish producer.
Better transportation systems.
Rail. Because of the difficult and unstable terrain and
because of a lack of freight potential, it is doubtful whether

times offl year, there is no reason to believe that air service
will not be expanded as need increases.
Water. Both pleasuxe and commercial traffic via the
Highway. Highway 101 through Curry County is a definite

asset to the county as a whole because it makes the ocean
accessible and shows its beauty to maximum advantage. There
is, however, a growing feeling that an east-west highway to

Private industry must expand beyond primary manufacturing of wood products to maintain a stable economic
base for the county. This expansion could take the form of
remanufacturing of blanks, flooring, moulding, framing, and

the Josephine County area, linkingHighway 101 with Interstate
5, would add much to the economy of the county.
Recreational facilities. More people with more money
and more time will seek, almost demand, a golf course if they

other products of higher value than green lumber.
The committee recognizes that any industrial develop-

ment must be compatible with the increasing emphasis on
tourism, recreation, and commercial fishing. Pollution can
destroy, or at the very least, seriously hamper the further
development of these industries.
Fish production must be increased in order for Curry
County to maintain its position as a sportsman's paradise.
Improved hatchery techniques must be further developed
and put into production through efforts of the Oregon State
Fish Commission, the Oregon State Game Commission, and

are going to stay in a particular area. Provision of at least
dne public golf course in the county is pending. Also, a covered,
year-round swimming pool would be a boon to the area.
Medical services. As the retiree population increases,
the county will need more specialized medical services.
The county is rarely oversupplied with routine medical and

dental attention.
Sewer and water facilities. In some areas these facilities
need to be improved.
County-wide zoning. To protect property values, zoning
should be established.
Sales and service. The establishment of a luxury-type
facility would not be entirely out of the question at this time.

Oregon State University.
All agencies of government concerned with public roads

are urged to accelerate development of the east-west road

linking Highway 101 with Interstate 5.
Sewer and water facilities must be developed by local cities

and districts in cooperation with state and federal agencies.

County-wide zoning is needed to protect property values

and to provide for orderly development of Curry County.
Private enterprise should be encouraged to develop

AGRICULTURE

at least one luxury-type resort and possibly more.

- Seafood processing is a rapidly developing industry in
Curry County. Continued research by private industry and OSU

is needed to develop new processing techniques and labor-

Agriculture, in the sense most commonly thought of--the
raising or growing of food for human consumption--is limited
within the county because of the small number of acres suitable for tilling. Likewise, climatic conditions severely affect

saving machinery.

the possibilities; because the climate is mild, it does not
have the heat necessary to ripen row crops or fruit. Too,
much of the most desirable farmland has been used for
housing or has reverted to brush; either way, it has priced
itself out of the market. However, to say or even imply that
farming has no place in Curry County is far from the truth.

COMMITTEE ON INDUSTRY
Jim Izett, Brookings, chairman
George Hahn, Port Orford
Archie Aldropp, Langlois
Karl Ostenberg, Brookings
Robert Drager,
Oregon State Department of Economic Development

Indeed, continued attention should be given to expanding agricultural income and to prevent further loss of tillable ground
to the spread of civilization.

As for the future of agriculture, no drastic changes are
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Marine Science Committee Report
Marine industries make a major contribution to the economy
of Curry County, and have been doing so for many years. Marine
industries include commercial fishing, fish processing, marketing, sport fishing, sport shelifishing, scuba diving, and associat-

ed support industries.

The future of marine industries, especially commercial
fisheries, is clouded by many problems, some on a regional
or national scale and some on a purely local scale.
The following discussion provides some insight into the
problems and needs of Curry County's marine industries and
mentions problems and needs that face the industry in general.
Not all the problems outlined are from the marine resources
committee; other members of local communities, professional
fisheries people, and people associated with marine industries

In other parts of the Northwest have identified problems.
Since Pacific Northwest marine industries are similar, they
will fit well with the specific needs of Curry County.

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
Fish harvesting and processing methods have not changed
much from those used 10 or even 20 years ago. Modern tech..
nology has transformed other resource-based industries,
as agriculture, into valuable and viable segments ofsuch
our
economy but fishery has hardly been touched.
This problem and many others are not unique to Curry County,

but Curry County lags further than most areas in adopting
new methods and technology in fishing, processing, and marketing. Curry County, the state of Oregon. and the nation need

to make a thorough re-evaluation of marine industries, locate
factors impeding progress, define goals, and then proceed to
solve the problems.
As mentioned before, theproblems are regionaland national,
but the beginning must be made on a local scale. Curry County
could be a leader in this field, but it Is going to take leadership. imagination, work, and investment to utilize the full
potential of the Paci.fic Ocean,
This country's fish and shellfish landings have stagnated

in the past 30 years. We have dropped from second place
in 1954 to sixth in 1968. Many factors have contributed to
the drop, ranging from expanding imports cutting into domestic
markets to over-utilization of some stocks and lack of technical
development and assistance. Curry County faces these problems
and others that arc purely local.
The primary species utilized in the county are chinook and

coho salmdn, shrimp, crab, ground fish, and some albacore
tuna. Salmon and crab make up the major dollar value of the
catch. Of the threeCurrycountyports,Brookings leads the way
with 3,206,011 pounds of all species landed in 1967; Port Orford
landings were 2,255,060 pounds in 1967; and Gold Beach had
31,234 pounds in 1967, mostly salmon.
Salmon landings are almost entirely from the high seas
troll fishery; thus some landings are from transit fishermen
based at other ports in the Northwest. If the salmon are feeding

Crab, shrimp and ground fish are ma/or contributions in the
economy of the county. Additional research is needed to
evaluate the size of the stocks and the amount of pressure
they can withstand for optimum sustained yield.
(Don's Photography, BrooJcings)

evaluate size of the stocks and the amount of pressure they
can withstand for optimum sustained yield. Also, further research is needed to improve boat and gear efficiency and processing efficiency and to improve and develop new marketing
techniques. This last is definitely needed because lack of
markets and foreign imports are the major limiting factors

in expanding the ground-fish fishery.
At the present time there are unexploited and underexploited
species of fish and shellfish present in southern Oregon
waters, including, among others, hake, saury, anchovy, blackcod,

off southern Oregon, fishermen stay in the area and fish; if
they receive the needed services, they will stay and sell their
catch in Curry Count ports. The needs of transient fishermen also reflect the needs of local fishermen. Safe harbor
entrance, efficient unloading facilities, moorage space, proper
Icing facilities, convenient gear and supply outlets, and a
welcome treatment by the people performing these services
are all needed and appreciated by commercial fishermen.
The people of Curry County need to improve facilities and
services In order to attract new and transient commercial
fishermen to the area.
Crab, shrimp, and ground fish make major contributions

tanner crabs, offshore clams, and possibly scallops. Future
harvesting and processing of these species would diversify
the industry and provide more jobs throughout the year. But
first, efficient methods of harvesting and processing must be
developed and markets for the new products be established.
Thus, with further research and development these species
represent future growth for Curry County's commercial
fisheries.

to the economy of thearea. In 1967 the large majority of shrimp
and ground fish wore landed at Brookings, while crab landings
in 1967 were split between Brookings and Port Orford. The

Recommendations

higher shrimp and ground fish landings at Brookings reflect

a better market and facilities available, but still improvements are needed in transportation, marketing, unloadingfadilities, and increased moorage spaces to further utilize these
species, especially ground fish.
Research with crab, shrimp, and ground fish is needed to

S
Local fishermen feel
shell

that Offshore stocks of fish and
fish arc being overexp
by foreign fishing fleets.
It is recommended that the f loited
ederal government enact legisla- 15 -

information on when and where to go; they also need facilities
for air and equipment. Curry County has none of these facilities.
One underlying problem with all marine recreational areas

tion to further protect these important stocks from foreign
encroachment.
The Oregon Fish Commission and the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries should conduct a comprehensive survey of
coastal commercial fishery resources with emphasis on the

in the county is lack of information. There is a definite need

for an information network, to handle promotion, guide services,

and advice on specific recreational opportunities. Without
this information available to the public, marine recreation

effect of foreign fisheries on the stocks.
Local people feel that more hatcheries would increase

runs of salmon and steelhead to Curry County streams and
also increase the offshore catch of salmon. It is recommended
that the Oregon Fish Commission and the Oregon Game
Commission research and survey possible hatchery Sites in
Curry County streams.
- Because of the need to diversify into new fisheries, it
is recommended that research agencies such as the Oregon
Fish Commission, the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, and
Oregon State University intensify research into harvesting,

stagnates.

Recommendations

processing, and marketing these previously mentioned species

The committee recommends that:

and that the information be made available to the marine
industry.
is also recommended that these research agencies

-investigate
It new methods of harvesting, processing, and market-

The ports of Brookings, Gold Beach, and Port Orford

install adequate moorage and services to handle sports fishing

boats and install tourist facilities such as rest rooms and
trailer parks.

ing presently utilized species and make this information available to the marine industries through Oregon State University
Extension Service.

Additional launching facilities for private boats be built
in all river systems.
Because of the use of salmon by sports fishermen as
well as commercial, the Oregon Fish Commission and the
Oregon Game Commission research and survey possible
sites for hatcheries in Curry County streams.
- Because of lack of information on recreational fisheries
in the area, either local chambers of commerce or a county-

- Because improved port facilities are needed to attract

commercial fishermen it was recommended that the Port of
Brookings increase moorage space, encourage cold storage
development as a community project, and investigate the
possibilities of adding dryland storage areas for commercial
boats; that the Port of Gold Beach construct a heavy duty
basin, a north jetty extension, and investigate the possibilities
of a constant dredge to maintain the port; and that the Port
of Port Orford urge the development of adequate cold storage

wide organization establish an information network, concerned
with promotion, listing of services, and distribution of current
information on fishing, clam digging, scuba diving, and other
marine recreation available to the public.

facilities and jetty extension.

In conjunction with the above port developments, it is

- Because of the lack of guides in the area, OSU's Extension
Service, in cooperation with local guides, give a workshop
to train people as possible guides.
Because the nearest facility for scuba divers is in Coos
Bay, an effort be made by the local communities to help
someone establish scuba facilities.
The communities in the area establish an overall county
planning committee for orderly development of marine recreation.

recommended that studies be made on improving transportation
either through airport or highway development, from the

three port areas.

Finally, it is recommended that the U.S. Weather Bureau
in cooperation with the OSU Marine Meteorology Station at the
Marine Science Center in Newport, provide more accurate up_
to-date weather information to the fishing industry--specific-

ally, more accurate correlation of warning flags with actual

weather conditions and accurate information on offshore
weather conditions.

COMMITTEE ON MARINE SCIENCE

RECREATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES

E.G. Samuel, Brookings, chairman
Robert C. Courtright, head, OSU Marine Science Laboratory,
Port Orford, secretary
Ron Crook, Pistol River
Orris Smith, Port Orford
Dick Goergen, Port Orford
Archie McVay, Harbor

Recreational fishery is one of the fastest growing industries
in Oregon. According to the Oregon Game Commission, the
number of salmon-steelhead punch cards sold is increasing

every year. Untold numbers of fishermen fish the coastal
areas without the need of a license for bottom species. Many
people also use the coastal beaches to dig clams and harvest
other shellfish. Scuba diving is a fast-growing sport in
coastal areas.
Curry County boasts all these fisheries: offshore salmon,
coastal fishing for bottom fish, shellfish, and scuba diving,
but has failed to use the potential.
The county has three possible ports for offshore salmon
fishing, but with the exception of Brookings, has limited
or nonexistant facilities. In all three areas there are few
of the large multipassenger charter boats commonly found
in other coastal areas of Oregon and Washington. All three
port areas need further improvement in order to attract the
charter boat business. Not only charter boat operators, but
people with private boats seeking a port to base their sport
fishing operations for the summer would be attracted. These

Alden Boice, Gold Beach
Don Wisely, Gold Beach

Jack Neilson, Oregon Fish Commission, Newport
Bob Jacobsen, Marine Extension Agent, Newport

Paul Heikkila, Marine Extension Agent, Coos and Curry counties

people would bring money into the area and support industries
such as motels, restaurants, and fuel outlets.

The coastal rocks, jetties, and offshore areas of Curry

County support populations of rockfish, lingcod, flounder,
greenling, perch, and other bottom species which are easy
to catch and furnish excellent eating. Even though more
people are utilizing these species, guide services and information are definitely needed to encourage the growth of this
fishery.
Scuba diving for fishisafast-growing sport in the Northwest,
and Curry County has some outstanding diving areas. Again,

as with the other recreational fisheries, lack of information
and facilities are the limiting factors. Scuba divers need
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Mining Committee Report
Gold mining was originally the mainstay of the economy of
Curry County. As placer mining decreased, the reliance upon
timber increased. With eventual depletion of timber resources,
we may come full circle, back to mining as a major income
to the local economy.
The areas of undeveloped mineral wealth include low-grade
gold ores, as well as ores of nickel, copper, iron, platinum,

grade occurrences. Further exploration for iron in these areas
is warranted.
Considerable testing work has been done in the Red Flat
area by the State of Oregon Department of Geology and
Mineral Industries, the United States Bureau of Mines, the
University of Wisconsin, and by the Hanna Mining Company.
These residual surface deposits of low-grade nickel-bearing

stone will expand as population increases.
Absence in Curry County of a harbor for deep-draft vessels,

mining. Hanna Mining Company has an option upon a major
portion of the nickel area.

soil represent a fairly large reserve for possible future

and chromite. The market for aggregates and for building

and lack of a railroad, would encourage local processing of
ores, which could bring more benefit to the county through
larger local payrolls. It is understood that electric power
from Bonneville Power Administration could be made available for industrial use at economical rates.
With power, water, and labor available to process local
ores, a potential wealth exists that possibly equals that of
the best years of the lumber industry.

COAL
The coal occurrences in Curry County are of low rank

and fairly high ash content. The most promising deposits are
a few miles southwest of Eckley (map No. 76). More extensive

deposits of fair-quality coal occur in the Eden Ridge coal

field (map No. 74), where the Pacific Power and Light Company
has recently completed an extensive exploratory program with

BLACK SAND

plans to supply coal for a proposed steam electric generating
plant.

The black sand deposits are believed to represent a potential
source of gold and platinum as well as other minerals, including
chromite, zircon, garnet, ilmenite, magnetite, rutile, and other

OTHER METALS

rare metals. Most of the black sand deposits are relatively
thin and covered, but quite extensive laterally (see map.) The
black sands have been worked in several places, mainly for
gold.

The Mt. Emily area is of interest because of evidence of
mineralization in syenite and the related intrusives. Zinc,
molybdenum, cobalt, nickel, and gold have been reported to
occur at Mt. Emily. In addition to this one area, sediment
sampling on more than 3,000 streams in southwest Oregon
will be released by the Oregon Department of Geology and
Mineral Industries. Semiquantitative chemical analyses were
made for copper, zinc, molybdenum, and mercury. Also,
spectographic analyses for 30 elements has been made by

These sands contain from 3 percent to 20 percent

chromite, up to 1.9 percent zircon, up to 7 percent ilmenite,
and up to 10 percent magnetite. Hunt (1960) described the
mineralogy and processing of these sands, using magnetic
and Carpo High-Tension separators. More recent work, by
the United States Geological Survey in cooperation with the
Oregon State University Oceanography Department, is devoted

to testing for gold in sediments on the continental shelf off
southern Oregon. Platinum-group metals are known to occur
with placer gold because of the high specific gravity of these

the United States Geological Survey. Release of this material

can be expected to result in a considerable expansion of

elements.

exploration in Curry County by major mining companies as
well as by individual prospectors.

OFFSHORE DEPOSITS

INDUSTRIAL MINERALS
The field of industrial rocks and minerals is the most

Concentrations of gold (and therefore of platinum-group
off Curry County. The areas of concentration tend to be
elongated and parallel to the present shoreline and are nearly
parallel to depth contours. These concentrations of the heavy
minerals probably originated as relict beach placers. The gold
deposits appear to be smaller and more linear than their associated heavy mineral anomalies, probably because gold
migrates from the original deposit less readily than the associated heavy minerals. Only by drilling can the economic
significance of any beach placers underlying the surficial

rapid growing of Oregon's mineral industries. The demand
for building stone, road aggregate, roofing granules, jetty
rock, and sand and gravel for suitable concrete aggregate
is constantly increasing. Rock suitable for most, if not all
these uses, is available in Curry County. Exposures of ironstained rhyolite dikes along the Winchuck River road about
7 miles from U.S. 101 are being used for building stqne in
walls and fireplaces.
Some future use may be found for the extensive deposits
of mica schist. Reports of sericite schists mined in California
are similar by description to schists in Curry County.
Chrysotile asbestos is known to occur in minor amounts
in Curry County, but to date none of commercial quantity
is known. The possibility of finding a large deposit of this
short-fiber asbestos in some of the numerous serpentine areas

metals) occur in the surface sediments of the continental shelf

concentrations of gold e evaluated. (From: "Gold Distribution

in Surface Sediments on the Continental Shelf off Southern
Oregon," Geological Survey Circular 587.)
The largest concentrations off Curry County occur off Cape

Blanco, apparently fed by the Sixes and Elk rivers. Other
concentrations occur off Port Orford, a few miles south of
Humbug Mountain, and off the mouth of the Rogue River.

in Curry County has not been ruled out.

EXPLORATION

IRON AND NICKEL
Many of the occurrences listed on the map probably have
very little commercial significance. However, they serve to
designate mineralized areas where further exploration may
be warranted. Only during the last decade have maps been

Magnetite occurs disseminated in pyroxenite near Tincup

Peak and in the upper Pistol River area. Other bodies of

similar ultramafic rocks contain similar and possibly higher
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Go/d mining, first with pan, then with sluice box and finally with more sophisticated equipment, was amajor
contribution in the development of Curry Counly. (Brookings-Horbor Pilot photo)

available of the interior regions of Curry County. Recent
interest by gay ernmental agencies can be expected to result
in an increase in mining activity in the county and in the offshore areas.

of building stone in Curry County by means of samples of

References

use, as far as reasonably possthle, to its original state in
order to protect surface appearance and surface use after
mining has ceased.
More use of available supplies of aggregate should be

"Gold and Silver in Oregon," Bulletin 61, Len Ramp, and

Howard C. Brook. State Department of Geology and Mineral
Industries. 1968.

"Gold Distribution in Surface Sediments on the Continental

Shell of Southern Oregon, A preliminary report," H.
Edward Clifton. Geological Survey Circular 587. 1968.

eology Provides Preparation for Planning, Pleasure, Profit." Sixteenth biennial report of the State Geologist.

Bulletin 63. 1966-68.
"Mineral Resources of Curry and Southwestern Coos Countie
prepared by Len Ramp, Department of Geology and Mineral

Industries.
The Ore-Bin Monthly periodical of the Department of Geology
and Mineral Industries.

Recommendations
The attention of pulp mill engineering staffs should be
drawn to the presence of sulfide ore in Curry County as a
possible source of sulphuric acid for use in pulp manufacturing.

Building contractors should be made aware of the presence

available materials placed on public display.

- The County Planning Commission should be advised that
all mining operators in the county ought to restore land they

encouraged for building material and to help deepen harbors
by the removal of sand and gravel.

The Oregon Department of Geol ogy and Mineral Industries

could provide a valuable service by publishing a study of the
geology of Curry County for use as a guide by recreatiorilsts
as well as geologists, prospectors, a nd others.

COMMITTEE ON MINING
Charles Hoffman, Brookings, chairman
Ted McKenzie, Port Orford
Art Fisk, Gold Beach
Toby Wallace, Gold Beach
Dick Guthrie, Gold Beach
Brownie Coldiron, Gold Beach

William Toner, Harbor

Len Ramp, resident geologist, Department of Geology and
Mineral Industries

Tourism and Recreation Committee Report
150 acres programmed for development by 1975.

Curry County's unusual geographic and geological features
make it unique among all Oregon counties. Ninety miles of
spectacular headlands interspersed with sandy, gravelly, or

Curry County is the only county west of the Cascades that
does not have a golf course.

rocky beaches are the predominant features of the Curry
County coast. The spectacular scenery which can be seen
by the tourist as he drives from Port Orford to the California state line has more ocean view along Highway 101

Recommendations

than any other county along the coast. Beach access is readily
available.
But the individuality of Curry County also stems from the
fact that the Klamath Mountains find their western terminus
here in the beautiful waters of the Pacific in Curry County.
Beaches and the sweep of rocky cliffs that rise boldly from

Items for immediate consideration include the following:
A county-wide brochure should be one of the top priorities for development. This brochure should be quick to read,
attractive, and should stress the uncrowded beaches, the
superb driftwood collecting, primitive areas, quiet relaxa-

the sea are a prime attraction for the tourist. Sea stacks of
ancient lava intrusions add much to the picturesque views.
The county also has sections of the Oregon Coast Range in
the area north from Port Orford.
In early geological times, only the Klamath Mountains
(also called the Siskiyou) of southwestern Oregon and the
Blue Mountains of northwestern Oregon showed as land

tion as well asexciting activities, and the clean water and fresh

air that can be found in Curry County. It was felt that this
brochure would have wide appeal to tourists planning vaca-

tions to Oregon.
___ The present county advertising budget ($10,000 in 1969-70)

above the shallow Pacific sea. Uplift of land, vulcanism, and
glaciation made the area unparalleled in that prehistoric plants

should be used to publish this brochure and thus promote
the entire county. Representatives of the tourist and rec-

of over 75 million years ago are still found in those high

reation industry in each area of the county should be selected
to develop the brochure.
Although Curry County is extremely wealthy as far as

portions of the Klamath Mountains that were not covered by
ocean or by glaciers.
The uniqueness of the county is further illustrated by the
wide variety of climatic plant community zones. In a short
distance of 25 miles a visitor can enjoy coastal rain forests
and the dry eastern Oregon type ponderosa and sugar pine
forests.

natural beauty and resources are concerned, many visitors
would stay longer in Curry County if a golf course were available.

An association of trailer park and camp facility owners
and operators should be organized to promote this industry.,
This group could also serve as a clearing house for trailer
and camping sites during the tourist season.
A clearing house for motels should also be established

The abundance of beautiful fresh-water streams and the
fighting quality of salmon and steelhead are world famous.
Rogue River summer steelhead attract thousands of visitors
each year. The Rogue and Columbia systems are the only
two spring chinook systems in the state. Other rivers with

through the various chamber information offices.

A county-wide action group to promote tourism is a
sources could be coordinated to promote the entire county.
This should be an action committee or a booster committee.
Extension of the tourist season is definitely needed.
Retired families or those in which the children have graduated
from school should be encouraged to come during the offseason. More of these people are coming to the area, but
this trend definitely needs to be expanded. Brochures to areas
in Canada and to retirement cities might help. Another attraction would be the improvement of fall, winter, and spring
fishing in the rivers and streams of Curry County through
improved hatchery technology.
Tourist facilities should be developed as necessary to
accommodate the increasing number of visitors coming to
Curry County. It is necessary that a balance be maintained
between private and public facilities so that free enterprise
has a chance to operate.
Less urgent but important recommendations include the

definite need. It is felt that funds from both private and public

their own claim to fame include the rivers with the interesting names of Chetco, Sixes, Elk, Winchuck, and Pistol.
Hunter Creek, Euchre Creek, and Floras Creek are also
fine fishing streams.

THE TOURIST INDUSTRY
Tourism and recreation are at the present time Curry

County's second largest source of income, bringing about

$18 million annually into the economy. The multiplier effect
of each tourist dollar ranges from 2-1/2 to 7 times, thereby
promoting additional jobs and wealth. Tourism, as it is now
developing, will soon be Curry's largest industry. It can be
even larger with planned and coordinated efforts. The purpose

following:

Historical, scenic, and natural sites should be promoted
and marked as tourist attractions in Curry County.

committee is to promote, encourage, and foster
quality recreation and tourist facilities so that this area
will maintain its livability for the residents as well as
being a tourist paradise for those seeking relaxation and
recreation.
America is fast becoming a nation of tourists. An affluent
society with better pay, more leisure time, and a desire
to see and do things is booming the tourist industry beyond
of this

Packaged tours for special-interest groups should be

developed by local organizations or chambers of commerce.
Some examples would be fly-in breakfasts, tours conducted
for the Portland Rhododendron Society, and excursions for
rock hunters.
Further improvement of the East-West Highway would
have a great impact on the tourist income to Curry County.

At the present time the nearest east-west highways are
those that enter to the south at Crescent City and to the
north at Coquille and Bandon. The east-west highway is

all expectations. Most travelers demand and are willing to pay
for quality recreation. In 1967 over 45 percent of the visitors

to Oregon came from the neighboring state of California.
Curry County, as a scenic gateway to southern Oregon, can
capitalize on this desire of our neighbors to the south to

now being used, and improvement would greatly enhance the
position of Curry County to attract visitors from the Grants
Fss-Medford area.
Small boat basins have been shown to increase greatly

find clean air and water and unspoiled and uncrowded beaches.

Tourism is a clean industry and brings wealth into the

the tourist interest in an area. Small boat basins are needed
at Port Orford and Gold Beach, and expansion of the Brookings small boat basin is definitely warranted.
- Directional signs pointing out various tourist attractions, the location of churches, and road and trail directions

economy without the necessary expenditures for schools and
other public services.
A total of 7,229 acres of Curry County land were classified
as developed recreational areas by public agencies in 1964.
These include:
Property
U.S. Forest
Ownership: City County State
Service BLM Total
Number of
Acres:
12
31
74
6,912
200
7,229

should be improved.

- Further improvement on Highway 101, the main northsouth artery and at the present time the only access to Curry
County, needs considerable improvement. Items specifically
pointed out for improvement include the Chetco bridge, the

The Oregon State Highway Department has an additional

Sixes River bridge, and the area from Port Orford to Bandon.
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TGurism is Curry County's fosest growl rig iridusry The develogmerit of better Highways, a golf course, tishrng
accesses aria more H sh will he/a to accelerate tims imoortant industry. (Brookiog-Horbor Pilot photo)
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are representative of the area they are visiting. The committee
endorses the action being taken by the Central Curry Tourist

We commend the Oregon Highway Department for the work

that it is doing at the present time and urge continued attention to this important job.
- Curry County lacks luxury resorts. The establishment
or development of a luxury resort would be a great asset

Hospitality Committee in taking the lead in developing a
"home arts" outlet for locally produced or developed articles.
- An understanding by residents of the natural resources
of Curry County is important in helping them to become
more aware of natural scenic and historical areas. Such
an awareness should develop more local pride and establish
a group who can convey information to tourists.
- We recommend the continuation of shortcourses in natural

to the county. Efforts should be expended to encourage this

type of facility.
The orderly and planned development of Curry County
is essential to maintain its livability. This committee rec-

ommends that land-use planning be developed as rapidly as
possible and that zoning be used to implement these plans
for orderly development. The plan should provide a blueprint for future development for the entire county and should
include recreational as well as industrial, agricultural, and
residential uses. Every effort should be expended to control
pollution, which might hinder the growth and development
of the tourist industry.

and historical resources and propose that the Extension Service take the leadership in organizing a committee to develop
courses of interest to local citizens.

- As the tourist industry develops, the number of qualified
guides will need to be increased. The Extension Service,
in cooperation with the Oregon Guides and Packers Association, should sponsor guide schools to develop well-

- Tourist hospitality clinics now being conducted in the
three areas of the county should be continued in order to
assist the local people to be even more friendly and hospitable to tourists. It is important that local citizens know the
things that a tourist might do in the county. Such perception
can help to keep the tourists happy and keep them here a
little longer. In this same vein, it is necessary to continue
to impress the local people of the importance of tourism
to the economy of Curry County.
- The committee recommends that because of the importance of tourism on a state-wide basis and the projection
that tourism will become our primary industry in time,
a full-time state tourist agency be organized to promote
this industry. We are cognizant of the excellent work being
done by the Travel Information Division of the State Highway Department but feel that the importance of this industry warrants a separate department.
A visitors' center should be developed at the Oregon
State University Marine Science Laboratory at Port Orford.
This marine science visitors' center would be an important
attraction to tourists.
The bottom or ground fishing off the Curry County
coast is outstanding; yet very few people are aware of this
valuable sport fishery. Each port in the county should promote the bottom-fishing industry. Many people are more
interested in the act of fishing than in the type of fish that

informed and qualified guides for Curry County.

- Additional trails would help to make Curry County scenic

areas more accessible to tourists and local residents. The
committee recommends that the Forest Service and other
agencies owning land accelerate development of new trails
and increased maintenance of existing trails.
Legislation now pending in the state legislature is
hampering the development of beach lands along the Curry
County coast. While acknowledging the rights of the public
to traditional beach lands, the pending legislation is of

considerable concern to those interested in the orderly development of their property along the ocean.
The committee recommends that Oregon laws pertaining
to Oregon beaches and estuaries be clarified and defined and
that specific boundaries be established as rapidly as possible.

Oregon laws pertaining to beaches, estuaries, lake shores,
and river banks must recognize the rights of private property owners.
The geology of Curry County is one of its unique resources. Many tourists would be interested in descriptive
literature which could serve as a tourist guide to geological
features on a mile-by-mile basis. We recommend that the
Department of Geology and Mineral Industries or the Geology Department of Oregon State University or University
of Oregon prepare a field trip guidebook or road log of Curry
County geology.

they catch. This industry could keep people here longer and
thereby favorably affect the economy.
The committee recommends that public access be made

available to the streams in Curry County. These accesses
would be primarily in the launching and taking-out sites
for boat use on those streams which can be drifted.
A visitor's first impression of a community often
determines whether he will stay or go to the next town.
Every effort should be made to clean up the communities
in Curry County and paint unsightly structures, to give
this good first impression to tourists. Abandoned cars not
serving a useful purpose along county roads, streams, and
other areas are a detriment to the area. Service organizations
or the County Road Department should remove these eyesores to restore some measure of beauty to the landscape.
Many local people have a great talent for arts and handicrafts. Visitors are interested in purchasing souvenirs that

COMMITTEE ON TOURISM
AND RECREATION
Walt Thompson, Harbor
Anona Robinson, Port Orford

Chester Brown, Port Orford
Charles Knox, Wedderburn
Dave Freeman, Brookings
Robert White, Gold Beach

Len Beck, Sr., Port Orford
E.A. Nelson, Port Orford

Don Buffington, Gold Beach

Mary Woodriff, Port Orford
Ruth Bradway, Port Orford
Jerry White, Gold Beach
Walt Schroeder, county Extension agent, secretary
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Family Health Committee Report
For rural areas, such as Curry County is considered,

a hospital

with a minimum of 25 beds with rilans for cxpansion to 50 is considered adequate. Under normal conditions it is believed that any r ural area should have a hospital
within one hour's travel time.

Curry Cou nty has one general hospital in Gold Beach

with 25 beds. The hospital has adlagnosticor treatment center
which include a general care, x-ray facilities, and a clinical
laboratory. In 1964 occupancy was 39 percent.

Since Gold Beach is located in the central area of the
county, travel time from the Port Orford or Brookings area
to the general hospital is about one-half hour. Langlois
travel time to Gold Beach is 45 minutes but about 15 minutes
to the l3andon medical facilities in Coos County. Construction
of the

Good Samaritan Nursing Home in Brookings was

completed in July 1969. It has a 68-bed facility.
The Gold Beach area has I medical doctor, I MD work-

ing half time, 1 osteopath, 2 chiropractors, 1/5 optometrist,
and 2 dentists. The Brookings-Harbor area has 2 MDs,
1
osteopath, I optometrist, 1 chiropractor, and 4 full-time
dentists. Port Orford has 1 part-time osteopath. Altogether,
Curry County has 5-1/2 doctors serving 13,450 people,
or about 1 physician for every 2,445.5 persons.
There is a volunteer ambulance service in each of the

three major areas of the county. The cost for this service
is $1 per person up to a maximum of 5 a family within
a 25-mile radius or $1 a mile with a minimum of 15 miles.
A Mercy Flight operates out of Medford, with annual
family dues of $8 or a regular cost on a mileage basis. This
flight uses the Gold Beach, Brookings, and Port Orford
air strips. There is also a small air strip in Agness for
emergency purposes.
Located in Gold Beach is the County Public Health Depart-

ment. Immunization clinics are held in the schools and also
a mo nth at the department, adm imstering smallpox,
diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, polio, and measles vaccination.
Tuberculosi s skin tests are also given. In October 1967-68
a total of 4 ,632 persons visited the mob ile x-ray unit. Three
once

new cases o tuberculosis were found.
Under the supervision of a public health nurse and a

Immunization clinics are part of the program offered by the Public
Health Department.
Mrs. Dorothea Miller, P. V., PHN, is shown
helping Dr. I. Robert Schmidt. (Extension Service photo)

staff of 2 public health nurses, 2 and sometimes 3 licensed
practical nurses go into homes requiring special at-home
medical care (like m edicare patients and anyone needing home
nursing care.) The cost is $12 a visit or, as in the case of
low-income people, the cost is figured on a graduated pay
scale.
One diagnostic clinic for cripple d children and one olology
clinic (for hearing problems) are held once a year. Preschool vision and hearing clinics for children from 3 to 6
years are held in the spring.

Curry County operates a Family Service Clinic located
in Gold Beach. The clinic provides four basic services:
--Child guidance and counseling
--Family and marriage counseling

--Out-patient psychiatric treatment
--Mental hospital patient follow-up services

Services are also offered to the mentally retarded and

their families in the areas of:
--Psychological testing and diagnostic services
--Psychiatric evaluation, medication management, and referral services
--Family and individual counseling

MENTAL HEALTH
The following chart gives the monthly rate it takes to
care for one patient in the listed institutions according to

--Psychotherapy for the child and/or parents where indicated

the Oregon State Board of Control, April 1, 1969:

Hospitals for the mentally deficient
Hospitals for the mentally ill
Juvenile training schools
Juvenile foster home care
Tuberculosis hospital

$

--Consultation to Intermediate Education District officials
and special education class teachers
In-patient psychiatric services or facilities are not avail-

297
437
588
199

able in Curry County for either acute or chronic patients.
Curry General Hospita1 does provide bed space temporarily
for patients the court has committed while they are awaiting
transfer to the State Hospital in Salem.

1,052

In 1964, 533 alcoholics were reported inthe county. Alcoholic
rehabilitation as a specific service is not offered by the Family
Service Clinic. However, to the alcoholic and his family are
offered:
--Psychological testing and diagnostic services
--Psychiatric evaluation, medication management, and re-

These rates do not include the costs necessary for the
they include any other costs not directly related to the
patient's actual care and treatment.
From July 1, 1966, to June 30, 1968, 44 people from

operation of the educational and outpatient programs, nor do

ferral services

Curry County were admitted to the Oregon State Hospital.

--Family and individual counseling
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Vegetables and Fruits

--Individual psychotherapy for the alcoholic, his spouse,

and family where indicated
Local physicians do hospitalize patients in the local hospital
for withdrawal from excessive use of alcohol.

Teen-agers
Only 31% consumed the daily allowance of citrus fruit, green
and yellow vegetables, and potatoes.

At the present the Family Service Clinic houses 1-1/2
psychiatric social workers and 1 psychologist; and there
is 1 psychiatrist 26 days a year. The average case load is
85 persons, with no waiting list, Weekly contact is also made
with the Brookings, Port Orford, and Gold Beach schools.

Adults
50% of the adults consumed the daily recommended allowance.

Bread and Cereal

Within the elementary and high-school districts throughout
the county are found special classes for the educable mentally
retarded. There are at present 30 EMR children in the

Teen-agers
30% reported adequate daily consumption. 44% reported consuming 1/2 or over.

elementary grades and 33 in the secondary. Each class in
the elementary grades is limited to 15 pupils per class, with
a limit of 18 on the secondary levels. At present (1969) there
is a waiting list of 11 in Brookings in the elementary age
group because of lack of school facilities available for
classes,
In order to improve and coordinate communication between agencies, meetings are held weekly by the Family
Service Clinic staff with the staff from the Public Health

Adults

44% of the adults ate the recommended allowance. 43% ate
at least 1/2.
Diet Rating

Teen- agers

Department and the Welfare Department. On a monthly basis
an interagency meeting is held also with the Juvenile Office,
Vocational Rehabilitation Department, Intermediate Education
District, Community Action Program, and others.

22 rated very good -- 16%
21 rated excellent -- 15%
25 rated fair -- 18%
24 rated good -- 17%
46 rated poor -- 34%

12 rated excellent -- 22%
11 rated fair -- 20%

Adults

12 rated good -- 22%
19 rated poor -- 36%

NUTRITION
The nutrition problem in America does not seem to stem
from lack of food because nearly half of all adults are overweight. To prevent a life-long chain of poor eating habits,
it is important that young children develop good habits from
their parents.
"From this, we must conclude that many Americans are
making a poor choice --nutritionally --of our food abundance,
and that to a large extent income does not determine good
nutrition. There are many influences and much competition

Evidence from studies made in the western United States
revealed that 6 out of 10 girls and 4 out of 10 boys had poor
diets. Surveys of teen-agers' diets show they are less adequate

than those of any other age group. Nationally, the diets of
teen-age girls are found to be nutritionally low in vitamins
A, C, thiamine, and riboflavin as well as protein, calcium,
and iron. Boys' diets are low in the same nutrients with the
exception of protein. Inadequate nutrition hampers growth
and learning, makes the body more susceptible to illness
and disease, causes early senility, and slows the healing
process.
At least 1.3 of all first-born children today are being

for the food dollar, and the dollars spent may not relate

to good nutritional value."*

Department of Agriculture

born of teen-age mothers. The American Medical Association
says that at any give time, 20 percent of the babies in America
are anemic. It is known that malnutrition of the infant causes
permanent damage to the brain and nervous system.
On a national scale, also, only half of the young men were
accepted for military service in 1962. Results of preinduction
examinations show 25 percent were medically disqualified and
nearly 25 percent failed the mental tests. In 1965 Curry
County ranked first in the State of Oregon in the number of

Recommendations
A regional medical center and comprehensive health

and nutrition program should be established within the Southwestern Oregon District (Coos and Curry counties).

Doctors would be welcome to set up their practices in

draft rejections. Out of 1,698 who registered, 253 were re-

Curry County.

In Curry County a questionnaire provided by the Oregon
Dairy Council to survey the eating habits of teen-agers
was passed out to 138 boys and girls in the high school
American Problems classes and to 54 adults throughout
the county. Following are the results of this survey:

at Brookings.

A laboratory including x-ray facilities and a laboratory
technician should be eventually added to the nursing home

jected.

- Red Cross certificate holders and practical and retired nurses should have names and phone numbers listed
for easy reference in case of emergency.

- Special effort should be made by the different health
agencies to let the public know what health facilities are
available to them.
- For newcomers and tourists in the county, a public
notice should be run periodically in the three newspapers
telling where the public garbage dumps are and whom to

Milk and Milk Products (calcium, protein)

Teen-agers

54% of the 138 teen-agers reported consuming the
recommended daily allowance. Fifty-five reported drinking 4
or more cups of milk a day. Forty reported drinking 3 or
more cups daily. Twenty-one reported drinking 2 cups and
Only

contact for garbage pickup.

Organizations should make an efort to incorporate

a nutrition program into their schedule.

- Human-relations seminars on current problems like

15 reported drinking 1 cup.

drugs, drinking, smoking, health, etc., should be started
at least in the fifth grade before the children have developed

Adults

set ideas. These could be conducted by members of social
agencies like the Family Service Clinic, Extension Service,

Only 46% of the adults consumed the recommended daily
allowance.

and Welfare.

- A survey should be made in the elementary schools

to see if enough children are getting nutritional breakfasts.
If a high percentage come to school without breakfast, the
lED should look into special programs provided under the
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 to provide breakfast for the

Meat and Meat Substitutes

Teen-agers
93% consumed 3 oz. of meat or more daily but only 67%
consumed the recommended daily allowance.

underprivileged.

- The Extension Service, through cooperation with the

public schools, should set up a program in the elementary
and high schools to teach the importance of adequate nu-

Adults

About 70% reported eating the amount of protein to meet

trition and balanced meals.

the recommended allowance.
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Family Housing Committee Report
Home

ownership is the traditional goal of the Anleric an

family. On the average, approximately one-fourth to onethird of a family's income is spent on renting or owning
a house or an apartment, which includes furnishings, equlpment, an d household operation.

In the past two years, the size of Curry County has grown
from 12,500 people to 13,450. Enrollment projections for the

schools, age 4 through grade 12, drop steadily up to the
year 1977. It might be assumed, therefore, that many of the
people moving into the county are in their later years and

either close to retirement or retired. Senior citizens face
adjustments to limited incomes, changing physical conditions, reduced personal contacts, and new living patterns
which affect the type of housing they choose.

In turn, a family is affected by the kind of house in which
they live. Ideally, a house is a place where family members
go for rest, nourishment, and security. The 1960 U.S. Census
revealed that nationally more than 9 million families were
living in substandard housing units, 5 million in deteriorating
housing, and another 6 million in overcrowded quarters.
In 1960, 26.1 percent. or a little over one-fourth of the
housing in Curry County was considered unsound. Many of
the houses were built between 1950 and 1960, when the county

experienced a 131.2 percent increase in population. Of the
4,675 housing units reported, 1,377 did not have a water
supply piped inside, and 1,500 lacked proper toilet facilities.
Families moving into Curry County find that it is a tedious
task to find a place to buy or rent. The availability of rental
homes in not really known, and the newspapers are often
the only source of information for people not acquainted with
the county.

A brief survey of the Brookings area found 10 apartments
avaliable for $100-$125 a month, 6 partlyfurnished apartments
for $85, and 12 unfurnished for $75. Several of these spaces
were in very poor condition.

Many homemakers get valuable homemaking tips through
(Extension Service photo)

In a consumer survey involving 90 families throughout the county, the following figures pertaining to
housing were obtained:

"-"n
ui,v

eplanning to purchase
in next two years

COME

r ,uuu-v,'i'r

i1u,UUupius

2U-U

AGF

50plus

Rugs or carpeting

35%

35%

46%

19%

61%

39%

Draperies

23%

29%

38%

33%

38%

62%

Range or refrigerator

30%

15%

52%

33%

70%

30%

New or used car

33%

57%

20%

23%

53%

47%

Furniture

21%

47%

16%

37%

68%

32%

Color TV

17%

60%

27%

13%

40%

60%

* Planning major expendi-

u-i,'i'p

tures in next two years

i4COME
n.uuu-v,vv

IU,UtJtJp1us

20-50

AGE

SUr
28%

Adding or remodeling room

28%

36%

40%

24%

72%

Painting inside of house

46%

46%

37%

17%

59%

41%

Painting outside of house

38%

47%

32%

21%

40%

60%

New roof

14%

46%

23%

31%

38%

62%

Landscaping

23%

38%

38%

24%

52%

48%

Approximate percentages

- 25 -

about $70 a month.

According to the U.S. Census of Population, the average
income of all families in Curry County in 1960 was $6,032.
If one-fourth of this had been spent on housing, this would

Farmers Home Administration loans are available for
families in rural areas and communities up to 5,500 population. These loans are available for families of low and
moderate income levels and senior citizens unable to obtain conventional loans. Several of their programs include

given the average family $125 a month to spend on
housing, furnishings, and home maintenance. However, the
1967 Sales Management report states that approximately
18.1 percent or 724 of the households in Curry County had
have

rural housing loans at 5 percent to 6-1/2 percent; rental
and co-op housing in rural areas; and self-help housing

an income of less than $3,000.

loans at 4 percent interest.

The more than 150 families on welfare have to take what

housing is available to them in the price range of their
monthly allotments. At present, $74 is the allowance for

a family of five or more for rent and utilities; one person
living alone is allowed $54. Adequate rentals in this county
for this amount of money are not readily available. Professional, newly married, single, or retired people also have

Concerns

a difficult time finding adequate living conditions.

Before 1960, when many of the homes in the county were

built, electrical wiring was adequate for the use at that

The proportion of income that low-income residents can

time. The past 10-15 years has seen a tremendous increase
in the number of electrical appliances available and used.
Electric griddles and power tools use a much greater load
of electricity than the larger washing machines and refrigerators.
Overloaded electrical wiring often causes serious fires.
To save cost, the inexperienced homeowner does his own
repairs and building, which demand the skill of an electrician

spend for housing can provide only inadequate housing to meet
minimum family needs. These families usually live in neighborhoods where safety and sanitation are inadequate.

Homes adequate to meet the needs of large families are

not generally available in the county.

Need for low-cost, attractive, adequate housing for single
adults and older citizens is evident.

or plumber.

Because of the damp coastal climate, many homeowners
have trouble with mildew, moss, dry rot, moisture condensa-

tion, and termites. As their families grow, they build on to
their ownhomes and often find their dwellings assessed according to professional carpenter wages. They need to take
pride in the appearance of their homes, but find that home
improvements increase property taxes. Many senior citizens are unaware that they can apply for tax relief on property.
Nationally, one Out of four people in the United States
buy mobile homes. Families who have less than $15,000
to spend on a house usually choose a mobile home. Curry
County has approximately 22 private mobile trailer courts
with an average of 27 accommodations each that provide
water, sewer, and electricity. Twenty-one provide laundry
facilities.

Recommendations

asers at 3 percent interest rate. A sponsoring nonprofit
agency must start the action. Five substandard houses are
found, bought, and brought up to FHA standards with money
borrowed from a finance agency and then sold to a qualified
low-income family. The monthly payments generally run

ments under $100 a month and well-built housing for sale
under $15,000.
- A nonprofit agency should look into the FHA program
of purchasing and rehabilitating housing for low-income
purchasers.

The Extension Service, in cooperation with the buildindustry, should provide a self-help housing program
for those who would benefit and are interested. This program should include house planning, remodeling, financing,
landscaping, and furnishing. Special emphasis should be
ing

placed on storage, moisture problems, and wiring.
- The public should be made aware of educational information on housing, furnishings, and landscaping accumulated
by the Extension Service and other public andprivate agencies.
There is a definite need for clean, pleasant rental apart-

The Federal Housing Authority has a program for purchase
and rehabilitation of housing for resale to low-income purch-

...

0
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Family Stability Committee Report
Twenty-five percent of married women are widows at

The life of every person in Curry County is influenced by
his home and his environment. It has been found that the
life of most individuals takes on a specific pattern:

age 55-64. Nationally, 10 percent of the homes have women
as head of the family. The average 15-year-old girl of today
will spend 25 years of her life working outside of the home.

Forty percent of all married women in the United States
with school-age children work outside the home. In the small
area of Port Orford, it was estimated that approximately

Family founding

Th average woman

190 women are salary employed.

spends 15 years

In 1962-63 Curry County had six boys admitted to a boys'
juvenile training school. In 1965 there were eight illegitimate

Child bearing

in widowhood

births recorded. In 1966 there were 52 drop-outs from the
high school enrollemnts of 1,237. Last year there were 10

Child rearing
Empty nest

marriages within the county's high schools. In 1966 the county
recorded 100 marriages and 49 divorces;in 1967,77 marriages
and 41 divorces; in 1968, 85 marriages and 35 divorces.
In 1962-63 a total of 2,012 Out of 12,997 people in this county
were listed in a church membership.

Child launching

1960 COMPOSITION OF POPULATION BY AGE

1966 CITY POPULATION

1966 POPULATION AREAS

Gold Beach

Port Orford-Langlois

Agness

2,677
1,759
1,145

Brookings
Gold Beach

5,350
4,250
3,250

Brookings-Harbor

28.2

Median Age

38.7%
55.2%
6.1%

18 & under
18-64
65 plus

Port Orford

150

CURRY COUNTY POPULATION GROWTH
1940

1950

1960

l96

1967

1968

4,031

6,048

13,983

13,000

12,500

13,450

MAJOR ADULT ORGANIZATIONS

American Legion
American Red Cross
Art Association
Beta Sigma Phi
Bowling Leagues
BPW

Chamber of Commerce
Chess Club
Christian Women's Club
Daughters of the Nile
Duplicate Bridge
Eagles Lodge
Eastern Star.
Elks

Emblem Club
Flying Club
Garden Club
Gem & Mineral Society
Golf Association
Grange
Historical Society
Home Extension
IOOF

Jaycees
Jaycee Ettes
Lady Lions
Lions Club
Masonic Lodge

Moose Lodge
PTA

Rebekah Lodge
Rod & Gun Club
Rotary Club
Salvation Army

Senior Citizens
Soroptimist
Square Dance Club
TOPS
VFW

Volunteer Fire Dept.

Women of the Moose
WWI Veterans & Aux.

mission for February 1966, $10,660 was paid Out in direct

WELFARE

assistance payments, and $2,485 was paid out in medical care
payments. These both included old-age assistance, aid to the
blind, aid to the disabled, aid to dependent children, general
assistance, and foster care.

Abundant food is delivered to three areas of the county,
which served approximately 900 people during the winter

Approximately 150 families are on the welfare roles for Curry
County, with 50-70 of these on Aid to Dependent Families with

months,
Community Action Service Centers are found in Gold Beach
and Port Orford with the program of helping the poor to help

Children. There are 26 foster homes, which are filled most
of the time with long-term-care children.
According to the report of the State Public Welfare Corn-

themselves.
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communication; understanding ourselves and others; alcohol
and drugs; illegitimacy; and the effects of divorce and separa-

LIBRARIES

tion.

The Curry Public Library in Gold Beach houses approximately
11,904 volumes and had a circulation of 2,780 during the month
of April 1969.

Re corn mend a tio n $

The Chetco Community Public Library in Brookings has
approximately 15,000 volumes and about 1,300 volumes are
added each year. It has a circulation of about 3,700 a month

and services many people from Smith River, California.

Plans are now underway to add a children's wing to the main
library.

A broad program in human relations and family life

should be a part of the curriculum in the elementary and high
school programs. The curriculum should focus upon the needs

The Port Orford City Library has approximately 10,000

volumes and a circulation of about 2,000 a month.

of the various age levels to help students understand their
physical, mental, and social development.
- Adult educational programs should be provided through
the cooperation of the Family Service Clinic, the Cooperative
Extension Service, and the Community Action Program on
family stability, child care, and premarital and marriage

Concerns

classes. Separate emphasis should be developed for the special
groups of low-income families -- ADC mothers, young families,
senior citizens, and established families.

There is a need to get more family life education for parents

youth in the following areas: understanding behavior;
child guidance techniques; developing responsibility; family
and
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Krowl edge doubles every 7 years.

Thro.jgh educotior, our youth learr, how to be effective leaders of tomorrow

(Brookings-llarbor Pilot photo)

Youth Committee Report
In 1969, 40.7 percent of the county's population was listed

consist of:
Jobs Daughters
Rainbow Girls
De Molay

as under the age of 20. Existing recreational facilities for
youth are 3 Show houses, 1 drive-in movie, 2 skating rinks,
2 bowling alleys, 1 miniature golf course, 2 tennis courts
in Gold Beach, 90 miles of ocean-front beach, state parks,

Boy Scouts
4-H Clubs
Church youth groups
Cub Scouts
Ski Club

Camp Fire Girls

and 2 rifle ranges. Organized youth groups outside of school

Girl Scouts

YOUTH EDUCATION
1966 SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

School District
Upper Chetco, #23
Brookings-Harbor, #17C
Pistol River, #16
Gold Beach, Elementary, #3C
Gold Beach Union 111gb, #1

Agness, #4
Ophir, #12

Port Orford-Langlois, #2CJ
Seventh Day Adventist

Enrollment

Curriculum

47
1,479

1-8
1-12
1-8
1-8
9-12
1-8
1-8
1-12

North Bank Chetco River
Brookings

1-8

Brookings

24

550
319
7

172

792
21
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Location

Pistol River
Gold Beach
Gold Beach
Agness
Ophir

Port Orford-Langlois

counselor.
By June 1966 the year's school dropout number had grown

Upper Chetco students are tuitioned to Brookings-Harbor
High School. Pistol River, Gold Beach, Ophir, and Agness
are all part of Gold Beach Union High School. Port OrfordLanglois form a consolidated district, with the high school,

to 52, or 5 percent of the total enrollment. Various reasons
were given for this dropout problem; marriages, armed services, jobs, pregnancies, poor school attitudes, grades, and
disciplinary actions. This last year, 1968-69, has witnessed

Pacific, located midway between the two towns.

Brookings-Harbor has 2 full-time counselors, Gold Beach

10 marriages within the county's high schools.

has 2 half-time counselors, and Pacific has one 1/2 time

ENROLLMENT PROJECTION RATE FOR BROOKINGS-HARBOR SCHOOLS

Elementary
High school
Totals

1970

1971

1,056
464
1,520

1,022
479

1,50i

1972

1973

997
539

1,002

1,002

531

531

1,533

1,533

i,536

L2Z.

1,002
498

i,500

2Z

1,002
470
1,472

None of the elementary school districts or elementary
schools provide vocational-technical training. There is no
vocational counseling at the junior high level to speak of,
and vocational information is usually only conversational.
Some vocational guidance is offered at all three high schools,
and each school provides its own interest, aptitude, and vo-

5. Would sex education courses be a
welcome addition to your school's
curriculum?

71%

29%

6. Is drinking a major problem
among teen-agers?

68%

32%

Vocational courses offered in the 1966 regular school program
were Typing, I, II; Office Practice; Shorthand I, II; Bookkeeping
I; General Business; Business Law; Wood Shop I, II; Metal
Shop; Auto Shop; Mechanical Drawing; Homemaking; and Vocational Agriculture.
There were, in 1966, nine young men involved in apprentice-

7. Are there too many restrictions
on the activities of teen-agers?

36%

64%

8. Do you think the idea of juvenile
juries would work here?

63%

37%

33%

67%

52%

48%

cational preference tests.

9. Are teen-agers adequately represented
in adult serving organizations in your

ship programs in Curry County. Applications for apprenticeship positions far exceeded the number of openings. The

community?

limited number and the small size of appropriate businesses
limit the number of apprentice programs that can be offered.
The Curry County Intermediate Education District provides
services of remedial reading, speech therapy, classes for the

10. Do you have a feeling of belonging and
pride in your community?

educable mentally retarded, group and individual testing, gifted
and able programs, data processing, pool purchasing, attend-

The Youth Council experienced a decline in the summer
1967, and the youth in Gold Beach are trying to get it
started again. One of their main councerns is to provide a

ance officer, in-service workshops, and audio-visual aids.

of

place with a healthy atmosphere for youth to meet after school
and on weekends.

A youth group is active in Brookings, with approximately
90 members. It is sponsored by the Presbyterian, Catholic,
and Episcopal churches. This group meets once a week, and
activities include recreation, speakers, films, and discussions
of current problems.

YOUTH COUNCIL
Teen-agers want to grow up to be treated in a mature fashion
and to be heard on matters that concern them. One of the best
ways to obtain youth-adult understanding and cooperation is
through a youth council to which clubs and schools send representatives.
The Curry County Youth Council was initiated In 1965.
During the 1966-67 school year, the Gold Beach group raised
over $400, which was earmarked to provide a meeting place
for the Gold Beach youth after school and on weekends. After
experiencing difficulties in finding, a building to rent, the group

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT
In 1966 the curry County Court met with the budget committee

and agreed to finance the County Youth Employment Project
from county funds.

In 1967, 27 students in Brookings and 87 students in Gold

Beach and Port Orford (64 part-time, 23 full-time) were

employed through the Youth Employment Service, which was
a part of this youth employment project. For the summer of

banked the money.

The Youth Council also felt that a way was needed to get
in contact with the youth directly to see how they felt about
certain ideas, issues, and problems. The result of this
motivation was a survey administered tQ all high school
students in Curry County. Some of the results of the survey

1969, the county summer work program was cut to employ
only 7 girls (4 hospitality hostesses and 3 Youth Employment

Service secretaries).

were;
QUESTION

Does your community need
a swimming pool?
Does your community need

outdoor sports facilities?

YES

NO

84%

16%

71%

29%

90%

10%

Recommendations
- Encourage business organizations to employ interested
youth in apprenticeship programs.
- Encourage county officials, local citizens, and parents
to support youth councils and youth organizations.
- Urge a more cooperative effort from the school districts
to provide youth access to outdoor school recreational facilities
during the summer months.

Would you attend and use the

facilities of a teen center?

Are stimulating informal education
opportunities available to young people
in addition to school programs?

position for a county recreation leader to
-establish
Createand acoordinate
recreational programs in all communities in Curry County.

Reinstate summer Youth Employment Program within

37%

the county budget.

63%
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Money Management Committee Report
(Current prices are expreseed as a percentage of average
pr ices during the 1967-69 period. For example, the February
19 69 index average of all items of 24.6 indicates that prices
in that mollth were 24.6 percent higher than in 1957-59).
1968

Average
Food

1969

February

19.3

21.9

Meats, poultry, and fish

13.7

16.2

Dairy products

20.6

22.8

Fruits and vegetables

26.8

24.7

19.1

23.3

Shelter

23.6

28.9

Rent

15.1

17.2

Home Ownership

27.0

33.6

10.4

11.8

15.1

16.9

Housing

Fuel and utilities
Fuel oil and coal

Gas and electricity

9.5

10.2

Consumers in the United States spend over $1 billion a day.

13.0

15.8

Our youth need to be aware of how top/an a purchase, and
how to select the goods and services that will best meet

Apparel and upkeep

20.1

23.9

Transportation

19.6

22.0

Private

17.3

19.3

Public

38.2

45.5

30.0

33.7

Household furnishings and operation

Health and recreation
Medical care

45.0

51.3

Personal care

20.3

24.1

Reading and recreation

25.7

28.4

21.2

24.6

Total average all items

their needs.

(Gold Beach Union High School photo)

The Consumer Price Index is a monthly measure, compiled
by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, of changes
In the prices of some 300 goods and services consumed by
urban families and individuals. It does not include items
bought primarily by suburban and rural families or by
lower and upper Income families.

Today's market place is primarily geared to the voune

adult and teen-ager. Nationally, there are 23 million young
adults between the ages of 18 to 23, and it is predicted that
by 1975 half of the United States population will be under
25. Sixty percent of the brides in 1966 were teenagers.
Consumers spend over $1 billion a day. Installment loans
in 1965 amounted to $66 billion and are increasing rapidly.
Credit is used by many merchants as a technique to promote
sales, and 80 percent of the nation's families use consumer
credit to buy household appliances, furnishings, cars, and
clothing. The states on the west coast account for about onethird of all credit granted through bank credit cards.

In Curry County a consumer survey was made of 90 residents about their buying habits. The results were as follows:
Spu rchasing clothing

income

.$e

-

20-50

50 pIUS

$o-7,999

'8,000-9,999 $lO,000plus

Locally

17%

53%

47%

40%

40%

20%

Mail order

31%

83%

18%

57%

18%

25%

Outside local areas

52%

47%

53%

44%

35%

21%

*shopping for clothing

Income

A$e

20-50

Iuring sales

SOplus

$0-7,999

S000-9,999 SIU,000plus

Almost always

24%

71%

29%

38%

33%

29%

Occasionally

61%

55%

45%

49%

28%

23%

Almost never or never

15%

38%

63%

54%

31%

15%

eApproximate percentages
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* Reasons for dissatisfaction
Clothing purchases
Construction faulty

44%

Fabric quality

53%

Size

26%

Unimportant

Very important
or important

* Influences on buying decisions

Newspaper advertising

57%

43%

Television

26%

74%

Radio

17%

83%

Friends or relatives

87%

13%

Information rating (Consumer reports)

84%

16%

Sales person

67%

33%

iNCOME

AGE

*Kinds of credit used

20-50

50 plus

$0-7,999

$8,000-9,999

$10,000 plus

Charge account, 30 to 90 days

50%

51%

49%

47%

29%

24%

Revolving charge accounts

47%

74%

26%

48%

36%

16%

Bank loans and credit

90%

58%

42%

42%

17%

41%

Gasoline credit

76%

56%

44%

38%

34%

28%

Finance company

24%

77%

23%

45%

27%

28%

Home mortgages

39%

60%

30%

37%

37%

26%

*Approximate percentages

There is a growing trend for people to secure desired
goods and services when they want them rather than to
wait until they have saved the money to purchase them.

plan their meals while shopping, 66 of these residents said

large purchases with little interest in seeking kinds of information which would help them make the most intelligent decisions.

consumer becomes increasingly important.

occasionally or never.
Since there is more buying to be done, and more specialized

and depersonalized markets are developing, educating the

There is a tendency, too, for consumers to spend freely on
Rapid technological advances in the textile industry are
producing fabrics of numerous blends and finishes which,
when consumers do not keep abreast of the new knowledge,
pose problems in the selection, care, and handling of these
fabrics. When asked what they do when they are dissatisfied
with a clothing purchase, the 90 Curry residents indicated
that: 11 ignore it, 13 ignore it but buy nothing else from the
store; and 24 tell their friends about their experiences.

Concerns
People lack knowledge about credit: its use, cost, and the

credit responsibility of both buyer and seller. The seller
frequently grants credit without checking the ability of the

These attitudes worry many merchants because their businesses
depend upon satisfied customers. Many merchants prefer that
consumers complain directly to them.

buyer to repay.
Unbiased information about products and services that will

The food market itself is also confusing, since there are
nearly 8,000 items from which to choose. On the average,
nearly a fifth of the family income is spent for food. Since
the homemaker is the chief food buyer, she has the responsibility for selecting and purchasing food that will please the
family and meet their nutritional needs at a cost the family

help families in making decisions about purchases must he
provided.
Financial counseling for families experiencing financial
stress should be available and publicized.

Emphasis on money management in schools, particularly
for boys, to establish a better understanding of buying decisions, credit, and credit costs is urgently needed.
It is too easy to proclaim bankruptcy and be absolved

can afford.

When asked if they plan their meals before going grocery

shopping, 41 of the 84 Curry residents who answered this

question said occasionally or never. When asked if they

of debts.
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habits. They should also become aware of various sources
of assistance available to them on consumer problems.
That a workshop be set up especially geared to senior

Recommendations

citizens, explaining their revised tax obligations.
The committee recommends that:
Bankruptcy laws be tightened and suggests that present

laws be changed to permit publishing the names of people
who go through bankruptcy, with the hope that this will have
some hindering effect on those who are preparing to file.

COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES

- The Division of Continuing Education set up a raded

money management course to be enforced at the court s discretion for anyone who experiences bankruptcy or is brought
into small claims court.
More emphasis be placed on the wage-earner program
in bankruptcy cases. This allows for paying creditors over
a period of time.

iriam Christensen, Brookings
Cy Zeigler, Brookings
Theresa Badger, Brookings
Rev. J.D. Gordon, Brookings
Berneice Hewitt, Harbor
Margaret Breuer, Brookings
Marian Rodgers, Brookings
Millie Arzner, Harbor
Ethel
Bonotto, Gold Beach
Gladys Mann, Brookings
Ed Christie, Gold Beach
Larry Hess, Gold Beach
Ted Miller, Gold Beach
Miriam Hansen, Gold Beach
Arlena Hall, Gold Beach
Etta Goudy, Wedderburn
Don Tate, Langlois
Connie Neugart, Gold Beach
ertha Bergstrom, Port Orford
Gilbert Rush, Port Orford
Re Donald Parsons, Port Orford
Billie Smith, Langlois
Gold Beach High Schoo Human Relations Class

Educational programs on the intelligentpurchase of goods,

money management, and consumer credit be taught to all

students in our high schools.
Merchants be encouraged to require minimum down

payments and use the lay-away plan for their customers.
- The Extension Service conduct programs for families
to enable them to become informed shoppers with good
standards for judging quality and evaluating their buying

.s

p
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PUBLIC AFPAI1RS
Land Use Committee Report
Curry County, known as "The Last Frontier" in the late
l920's and early 30's when it was first opened to traffic by
the construction of Roosevelt Highway (101) also became
Oregon's "experiment station" for land-use planning. By
House Joint Resolution 3 of the Thirty-Eighth Legislative
assembly, the State Planning Board was directed to make
a land-use study in Curry County. Nearly 100 pages of
Curry County land-use history, problems, and statistics
were submitted by the board to the Thirty-Ninth Legislative
assembly. As a result of this report, Oregon's first Land
Use Law was enacted as Chapter 381, Oregon Laws 1937.
Under this law only three classes were recognized:
Class I -- Timber lands
Class II -- Interim grazing during reforestation
Class III -- Agricultural and grazing lands
Under this law landowners, after group study and mutual
agreement, effectively zoned most of the land outside of the
National Forest boundary.
In Class III areas resident owners formed five control
districts and successfully reduced the incidence of incendiary
fires to almost nothing. This saved millions of dollars worth
of valuable timber, and at the same time the sheep population was doubled. Perhaps land-use planning can accomplish

- Because the tax structure often determines land use,
the committee recommends to the state legislature that
other sources of revenue be found to serve as a property
tax offset. If the voting public is completely informed on all
of the tax problems, they may well support this tax revision
with their votes.

The Planning Commission should not approve a subdivision unless an adequate State Board of Health approved
water supply and centralized sewage disposal system is included as part of the development. Public development should

be subject to the same standards as private development.
Water impoundments should be developed in suitable
canyons for multiple-use purposes, such as domestic water
supply, recreation, fish conservation, flood control, and
power.

- The multipurpose use of land, both privately and publicly
owned, to provide maximum values to the greatest number
of people and to the total economy of the county, must be
given major consideration if zoning is to be successfully
carried out. Since the county is 66% publicly owned (see
statistical appendix), responsible governmental agencies should
participate, giving advice and assistance to the County Planning

Commission in the development of an overall improvement
program. Guidelines for this development should include the

as much during the next 30 years.
According to the 1960 census, Curry County led the state

following suggestions:

for percentage in increase in population. Following a drop
from 1960 to 1967, the population trend is again upward.
The committee believes that this trend will continue, particularly in retirement and recreational categories. The virgin
timber harvest has already passed its peak, and the timber
tax base will soon be greatly reduced under our present re-

--Public ownership should not be further expanded until
areas presently owned have been developed for their best
use. Public developments should be subject to the same
standards as private developments.
--Special interest groups should be curbed in their enthusiasm

for single-use restrictions such as "primitive areas" of

forestation tax laws. With increasing demands for tax-supporting services, we must find other sources of revenue if indivi-

wilderness areas without study and hearings in the com-

munities affected.
- -Limited highway access laws and regulations should not

dual ownership of real property as an American institution
is to survive.
"Water, water everywhere and not a drop to drink." How
dramatically this has been proven to be true in some of our

be used beyond traffic safety standards to control land
use, except in conformity with Planning Commission approval.

uncontrolled subdivisions. During dry seasons many wells have
gone dry unless they could be refurnished from the neighbors'
drainfield. Adequate and safe water for domestic use can become a serious problem if steps are not taken soon to develop

--Logging and mining operations should leave their operational areas in as good or better condition for future uses
than

the condition existing before logging or mining in

order to prevent stream pollution, erosion, and waste.
--In scenic areas, underground utility services should be

further municipal and rural water sources. Sewage disposal
is also developing into a problem in many areas of the county.

used.
--Air and water pollution, garbage disposal, and litter control

should be rigorously enforced by the State Sanitary Authority and county officials.

- -The committee urges the state legislature to pursue the
idea of a tax or deposit on beverage containers as an aid
eyesores caused by indiscriminate

Recom mend ations

to cleaning up the

The Land-Use Committee, after considering problems mentioned, makes the following recommendations:

disposal.
--Recreational complex development, including hunting,
fishing, golf courses, swimming, trail rides, boating, skiing,
and others should be encouraged.

highest standard.

should be provided and fire hazards cleaned up.
--Schools should conduct educational programs to develop
interest and pride in community appearance and high standards.

- -To control fires, safe campfire areas and safeguards

We respectively request the Curry County Board of
Commissioners, after intensive study and public hearings,
to zone Curry County so that the community environment can
be developed in an orderly manner for its best use and
In order to proceed in an orderly fashion, the County
Board of Commissioners and the County Planning Commission
are urged to establish lay advisory committees in each district to represent all socio-economic and geographic com-

--Adult organizations, service clubs, farm organizations,
etc., should study and sponsor development and improvement projects and make their recommendations for zoning
to the planning commission.
--Minimum property standards (MPS) for low-cost housing,
established by the Federal Housing Administration (FHA),

munities of the county. The purpose of the advisory committees

would be to serve as a liaison with each community and to
advise the Planning Commission and county commissioners
about planning and zoning in their respective areas. The
advisory committees would serve as a vital two-way educa-

the Veterans Administration, and the state building code
should be required in all residential areas.
--Areas established for mobile homes and trailers should
provide adequate water and sanitary facilities and maintain

tional and public relations instrument.
Recognizing that an educational program must accompany

a good general appearance.

any efforts in the area of land-use planning, the committee
recommends that the Cooperative Extension Service join the
Curry County Planning Commission in sponsoring public forums

and other educational programs to point out the importance
of land-use planning.
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County Government Committee Report
Recom mendations

Curry County operates under the leadership of an elected

Board of County Commissioners and elected department heads
such as county clerk, assessor, sheriff, treasurer, and
bodies.

The County Board of Commissioners should greatly
the means being taken by the board to solve them. These
informative activities could be presented through press con-

The committee explored several phases of the administration of county government. A member of the County Board
of Commissioners attended one of the committee meetings
and a very meaningful discussion developed. The committee
recognizes that the commissioners are aware of the concerns
expressed and are proceeding as rapidly as possible to correct
problems.

This program can be developed through an Extension-Service sponsored "Know Your County Government Day" for
selected high school students and older 4-H Club members or
through school "Senior Government Days," when students
participate with government officials in the daily performance
of their duties.

expand efforts to inform citizens regarding county problems and

district attorney. Though county government is close to the
people, it is perhaps the least understood of the governing

ferences and town meetings.
___ Schools should expand their study of county government.
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Taxation Committee Report
This committee recommends that the county commissioners use caution in initiating any new projects or program of a continuing nature, financed with 0 and C money
that would have to be sustained with property tax money

It has long been the practice to levy and collect taxes
where it is easiest to raise revenue regardless of whether
or not those being taxed were benefiting from the expenditure
of the tax money collected. Taxing property for the support
of education is such a tax. It is generally agreed that the
basic purpose of education is to develop and increase an individual's earning ability; therefore it follows that those earning
the most are benefiting the most from education and should
pay the most to support education through an income tax.
There is little direct relationship between education and

in the event that the 0 and C fund were reduced or withdrawn
altogether by congressional action. It is further recommended
that the county commissioners review and evaluate all exist-

ing projects and programs presently financed with 0 and C
funds to determine if they can be terminated in case of the
above-mentioned eventuality.

Every effort should be made to relieve the hard-pressed
property owners of the heavy financial burden of supporting schools. The committee believes that 0 and C funds
should be used to support schools in the same proportion

property tax, or education and a sales tax, but there is a direct
relationship between education and income, and that is rightfully where the tax should be.

If our state legislature could be induced to change the

principal financial support of our schools from property tax
to income tax, it would automatically take care of property

that property taxes do.

In view of the regressive effect high property taxes
have on the growth and development of a community or
county, it seems that a tax climate should be created that
would induce new business and industry to locate in Curry
County.
- Information programs on taxation are definitely needed.
The Extension Service and other agencies should conduct
additional taxation short courses similar to the series held

tax relief, since the larger share of property taxes go to
support our schools.
This would have to be done on a statewide basis to be
practical. The state is all set up to collect income taxes.
On a county-by-county basis the extra administrative cost

would be impractical and in some cases prohibitive, although

the tax could be levied locally, collected by the state, and

in 1968.

returned to the county at little additional cost.
This plan should broaden our tax base because of the many

citizens who now pay very little or no property tax directly
but who would be paying income tax, thus contributing more
to the support of education.
The committee believes that education is everyone's financial
responsibility, not just the responsibility of a certain segment

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC AFFAIRS

of citizens. By using an individual's income as a criterion of
tax liability, the burden would be spread over a larger group
of people, and everyone would share according to his ability
to pay out of current income. Taxes in property often must be

Glenn (John) Mayea, Port Orford, chairman

paid out of savings (past income) or borrowings (future income).

Property taxes should be used to pay for services that

directly affect the property being taxed, such as police and
fire protection, water and sewer service, streets, sidewalks,

LAND-USE COMMITTEE

etc.

The state is continually acquiring more land in this county

for parks and other purposes. This removes land from the
tax roll and adds to the tax bills on the remaining property.
Since all the citizens of the state will have the use of these
state-owned lands, it seems that a statewide support of education, such as the income tax mentioned earlier, would be in
order.
The state has shrunk greatly in the time it takes to travel
its length or breadth since our present tax structure and the
financing of our schools were conceived. This leads many
to believe that a radical change in the system is long overdue. One can now cross the state in a matter of hours; it
used to take days or weeks. The population is much more
mobile than it was 50 or 60 years ago. Wealth is more

William Crook, Pistol River, chairman
Robert M. Knox, Wedderburn, secretary
Joe Leonhart, Gold Beach
Howard Hauschildt, Gold Beach
Robert Earle, Brookings
Ed Heikla, Brookings
Wilbur Moore, Ophir
Alice Beem, Brookings
Herb Morrill, Sixes
John McWade, Gold Beach
Bob Max, Harbor
Joe Zumpfe, Harbor
Jack Adams, Gold Beach Ted Sidor, Oregon State University

concentrated in certain areas than formerly. A large construc-

tion job can overtax a small community's facilities for education for a short time, throwing a burden on the local tax-

COUNTY GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

payers. When the job is completed, the people using the facilities

move on, leaving the cost of expanding the facilities to the
local property taxpayer. This committee believes that the
state should be considered as one large educational unit
rather than a group of smaller independently operated units
in regard to raising tax revenue to support schools. The
State Tax Commission should have the role of collecting the
taxes and disbursing the revenue on a per pupil basis. The
job of running the immediate business affairs of the schools
should be left to local school boards as at present, because

Wayne Breeze, Gold Beach, chairman
Marshall Hoppin, Brookings
Ross Cooper, Brookings
Ed Fish, Brookings
John Stinson, Gold Beach
Dick Barkiow, Langlois
Roy Brimm, Brookings

the local school boards have a far better knowledge and understanding of local problems.

TAXATION COMMITTEE
Recom mendations
Conrad Colson, Port Orford, chairman
Lola Gardner, Pistol River, secretary
Al Johnson, Port Orford
Bob McKenzie Jr., Port Orford
Glenn Mayea, Port Orford
Ben Gardner, Pistol River
Murray Palmer, Brookings
Betty Chamberlain, Gold Beach
M.D. Thomas, Oregon State University

The committee recommends that the county commis-

sioners keep informed on federal revenue-sharing proposals and

join others in opposing unwarranted changes in federal laws

affecting 0 and C funds,
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Back cover picture:
Clean air and water are two of Curry County's greatest resources. Residents and

visitors alike enjoy the relatively unspoiled grandeur of beautiful Curry County.
(Don's Photogrophy, Brookings)

