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The legislature convened today with legislative leaders calling for a bi-partisan
approach to solving the significant budget issues facing the state.


In his State of the State speech the Governor indicated that the ground had shifted
since he issued his budget for the biennium early last month.  Despite further budget
shortfalls for remaining six months of the current biennium, and reduced revenues for
the next one, the Governor reiterated his five priorities for the coming biennium: 
children, education, health care, energy (independence and green energy), and
transportation. 


Here are links to some of the releases regarding opening day:


The Governor's speech: 
<<NEWS RELEASE: Governor Delivers State of the State Address to 75th Legislative Assembly>> 
Speaker Dave Hunt, calling for bipartisanship: 
http://www.leg.state.or.us/press_releases/hunt_011209.pdf 
House Republican Bruce Hanna, opposing tax increases: 
http://www.leg.state.or.us/press_releases/hro_011209.pdf


The Legislative webpage is up and running with connections to all of the legislators: 
http://www.leg.state.or.us/index.html


On Wednesday afternoon, the Ways and Means Education Subcommittee and the
House and Senate Education Committees will meet jointly for an informational
meeting on the "education enterprise" with scheduled presentations by the
Governor's Education advisors, James Sager and Margie Lowe.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Jock Mills
Director, Government Relations
Oregon State University
524 Kerr Administration Building
Corvallis, OR  97330
(541) 737-0725
http://oregonstate.edu/
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Governor Delivers
 State of the State
Address to 75th Legislative Assembly





Calls for bipartisan partnerships to
invest in education, health care, green energy and job creation to put Oregon on path to
economic recovery





 





Salem— Governor Kulongoski today
delivered his annual State of the State address to a joint session of the 75th
Legislative Assembly on the opening day of the 2009 legislative session. 
Recognizing both the economic reality and that 2009 marks Oregon’s
150th year in statehood, the Governor called on the legislature to
follow in the steps of the state’s forefathers and mothers and carry the Oregon spirit forward
toward better days.





 





“Oregonians have faced difficult times before.  Some much
worse than what we’re going through now…but we always treat these
difficult times not as the hand
of fate at work – but as a call to get to work with our own hands, minds
and spirits,” Governor Kulongoski said. “Do not use this
legislative session to surrender to fear.  Use it to redeem hope and to
fulfill the highest calling of public service:  To pass to our children
– and their children – a healthier, better prepared, and more
resilient Oregon
than was passed to us.”





 





One month after an election cycle, the Governor urged the Legislature
to put partisan politics aside to set a course for Oregon that moves the building blocks of a
strong economy forward – education, health care, green energy and family
wage jobs.





 





“If I say one thing today that echoes throughout these chambers
– let it be this:  The public has had enough of division, stalemate,
and partisan warfare,” the Governor continued.  “They want
something different, they voted for something different, they deserve something
better – and it is our solemn responsibility to give them something
better.”





 





The Governor addressed the current national and state economic
situation, citing the uncertainty of the next year and reality that the state
and nation have some more challenging months ahead.  The Governor released
his recommended
budget to the Legislature on December 1, 2008, which he pointed out has
already changed in the last month because of shifting economic trends
nationally and across the state.  









But he also pointed out that regardless of the state of the economy,
his core priorities remain the same.





 





“The facts have changed.  The state’s general fund has
changed.  And our hope for an early economic recovery has changed. 
But what has not changed – and will not change – are my
priorities,” the Governor said.  “The ground on which,
together, we will build a budget for the next biennium has shifted.  But
the pillars of that budget – children, education, health care, renewable
energy, green technology, and transportation – cannot be shaken.”





 





The Governor reiterated his commitment to protecting education,
particularly during the economic downturn, as it is the foundation to a strong
economic recovery and job creation and readiness.





 





“If we’re going to turn unemployment checks into paychecks,
the state must invest in our human infrastructure,” the Governor said.
“My top priority for this upcoming biennium remains education –
because only by creating the best trained, best skilled, best educated workforce
in America will we be able to create the employment opportunities that are this
state’s future.”





 





On health
care, the Governor called on the Legislature to put children ahead of
politics to raise the necessary revenue to access one-billion federal dollars
that will enable the state to provide access to affordable health insurance to
the 116,000 uninsured kids in Oregon.





 





“Today, January 12, 2009, there is more than one-billion dollars
in Washington, D.C.
with Oregon’s
name on it – approved in waivers to cover uninsured children and adults
through the Oregon Health Plan.  But that billion dollars is going unused
– just as it does every two years – because we haven’t had
the political will to come up with our share of the matching funds,” said
the Governor.  “What are we afraid of? These are our
children!”





 





The Governor also urged the Legislature to join him in advancing Oregon’s
leadership in renewable
energy and green technology in part to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
while also creating new economic opportunity for communities across the state.





 





“There is a green revolution stirring in America, and Oregon is the beating heart of that
revolution.  But it won’t be for long if we call a timeout on our
move toward investing in renewable energy and green technology,” the
Governor continued. “That means more research and development into energy
efficiency and conservation. Creating a larger science infrastructure. 
Attracting and training scientists and engineers. And making sure Oregon businesses
generate a critical mass of brainpower, financial power, and marketing
power.”





 





The Governor reissued the call for action immediately on a plan that
invests in transportation
and creates thousands of family wage jobs in every community in Oregon.





 









“Our roads, bridges, public transit, rail lines, airports and
seaports are the circulatory system of Oregon’s
economy.  If our transportation arteries are blocked by congestion,
inefficiency, decay and neglect – our economy is going to end up on life
support,” the Governor said. “To keep our economy healthy and ready
for a national recovery, these investments must
continue.  But the recession makes it even more urgent that we
act – and act now.”





 





In closing, the Governor again called for unity and partnership to make
the difficult decisions and right investments that will move Oregon from recession to economic recovery.





 





“We were elected to make difficult choices – and the next
six months will test our patience, our partnership, and most of all our
courage. . . as it is already testing the courage of so many of our fellow
citizens,” the Governor said. “But Oregon has always been stronger than any
economic downturn.  So neither the possible nor the seeming impossible
will defeat us.  Instead, what was true on the first day of statehood
– and all the years before and since – is still true: Powerful,
beautiful, resourceful, and graceful Oregon
was blessed to endure – and endure it will.”  





 





For a text of the Governor’s address, click here.
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