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A small survey to detect Agriotes obscurus and A. lineatus (Coleoptera: Elateridae) was
conducted in western Washington counties along the 1-5 corridor in 2000. Both species are
European wireworm pests known previously to be in B.C., Canada, and A. obscurus was
collected in Whatcom county, Washington in 1997 as well. The survey employed a new
pheromone trap under development by Dr. Bob Vernon, Agriculture Canada, Agassiz, B.C.,
and Phero Tech Inc., B.C., Canada. A total of 196 traps (97 A. obscurus traps and 99 A.
lineatus traps) were placed and monitored from mid-April to late-July or August. Northern
counties, Whatcom and Skagit, were trapped at higher trap levels, and all counties were
trapped with at least 5 traps of each type. A. obscurus was collected in three counties north
of the Seattle area; Whatcom, Skagit, and Snohomish. Catch data suggest the highest
populations occur along the area bordering Canada in Whatcom county, with 149 adult
beetles captured at one site near Blaine. Twenty widespread sites (of 27 total) in Whatcom
county were positive for A. obscurus (74%). Only single catch sites were recorded in Skagit
(at 1 of 20 sites), and Snohomish (at 1 of 5 sites). A. lineatus was collected in four Puget
Sound area counties; Whatcom, Skagit, Snohomish, and Pierce. This species was also
widespread in Whatcom county, collected at 10 of 25 sites, with an average catch of 2.6
beetles per positive trap. However, the highest A. lineatus trap catches and proportion of
sites positive was in Snohomish county, where 8 of 9 trap sites were positive and average
catch per positive trap was 13.25 beetles. The A. lineatus collections are the first in the
U.S., and survey data suggest both species are well established in several northern Puget
Sound counties in western Washington. This survey should be considered a preliminary
detection survey due to the limited number of traps and short survey interval, and current

distribution of both species may extend beyond those counties where they were detected.
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