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June Meeting of Commission
The Game Commission met in Portland on June 11 and 12 and acted upon
the following matters.
Hunting synopsis. Change in form of

the hunting regulation synopsis was
approved. The staff recommended that

a state map showing the open areas

for big game be used, with the hunting

Bobwhite quail eggs from the midwest are being raised at the Hermiston
game farm through cooperation of the
Kansas Forestry, Fish and Game Commission. Several hundred eggs were

shipped in May and June by plane

from state game farms in Kansas. Birds
raised will be released in various parts

of the state not only to increase numbers but in the hope of improving the
vigor of the existing stock.
*

*

*

From Hawaii to Oregon! Reports
have been received from the U. S. Fish
and Wildlife Service of the recovery in
Oregon of two more banded pintails
which have flown in from Hawaii. This

makes a total of four for the past two
hunting seasons.

The latest records cover a female
pintail shot at Smith Lake near Portland on October 28, 1953, by D. E.
Dahl, Portland. It was banded on Oahu
December 10, 1952. The other pintail,
also a female, was shot near Klamath
Falls by Lowell K. Schuck of that city.
It was banded on Oahu 16 days before,
November 24, 1952.
Little is known of the breeding

grounds or the migration routes of
these ducks which
Hawaiian Islands.
*

*

winter on the
*

Last winter a bird band was located

by an old raccoon tree near Agness
in Curry County by M. R. Breeder.
Records in Washington, D. C. show
that the band was placed on an immature California gull at Great Salt
Lake, Utah on June 22, 1941. There was

no indication as to how long the band

had lain on the ground before being
discovered.
*

*

*

While we are on the subject of banding, the Game Commission does quite
a bit of it too. So if you find any band-

ed game (or tagged or marked fish),
please report to us right away. Recently, active banding studies of antelope, wood ducks, pigeons and doves
have been made to learn more about
their movements and longevity.

regulations printed on the back. The

map would fold up in the same size as
the pamphlet form previously used.
Upper Columbia Basin Commission.
This Commission met with the Game

Commission for the purpose of ac-

quainting both Commissions with the
other's program. The Basin Commission submitted an outline of the projects

it had under consideration and the
Game Commission agreed to furnish
information as to any specific operations or plans it had in the areas listed.

Future meetings together were planned
if the need arose.

Rogue Valley Game Management

Area. The Camp White property in
Jackson County recently deeded to the
state of Oregon was named the Rogue
Valley Game Management area. Application for a Federal Aid (PittmanRobertson) project to develop the area
was authorized. No overnight camping
will be allowed on the area for at least
one year or until a management program is well under way.

Keep Oregon Green Association.
Payment of annual contribution of
$250 was approved.

Gold Hill screen. Granted, under
certain conditions, a request for a

two month extension of time in which
the Ideal Cement Company is to submit

plans for a fish screen at their Gold

Hill plant on the Rogue River.
Angling hearing. It was decided to
advertise a hearing for 9 a.m., July 9
to consider a change in the angling bag

limit for Unity Reservoir and tribu-

taries, and a closure of 150 feet below

the Soda Spring powerhouse on the
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North Umpqua River.
Emergency angling closures. McKenzie River between the Fish Com-

mission racks and Hendricks bridge
was closed to all angling. Imnaha River

was closed to salmon and steelhead
angling above the bridge at Freezeout
Creek.

Land options. Exercise of seven op-
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tions authorized for tracts of land in
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White River and the Wenaha Big Game

that the Douglas County Court had
forwarded a statement of policy for
access lands purchased by the Game
Commission. The County Court indicated its willingness, under certain
conditions, and within its budget, to
maintain such areas in a sanitary condition, keep water systems working,
and maintain access roads and parking lots.

Capital Outlay. The following ex(Continued on page 7)
COVER
A C-46 from the Portland Air Force Base
is being loaded with one of the fish tanks

used to hold largemouth bass flown to
Oregon by the Air Force Reserve from
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
hatchery at Tishomingo, Oklahoma.
(Photo by Ron Shay)

By J. H. VAN WINKLE
Chairman, Oregon State Game Commission

L ET'S TAKE A LOOK into the future.

We do not have a crystal ball to

forecast things to come, but we do have
indications from which we can anticipate developments that require thought

and planning. History of natural resource use and misuse, experience of
other states and other sources impel
recognition of responsibilities of Ore-

gon citizens toward wildlife and its
proper utilization.
Problems are many and varied, more
so than at any time in the past. Thou-

sands of you readers of this humble

attempt to outline these posers recognize many of them. More will develop
as time goes on. None can be solved
effectively by your Game Commission
alone. Only with the thoughtful assistance of you outdoor-minded citizens
can we even approximate solutions.
The situation is far from hopeless,
but its seriousness cannot be minimized. Recognizing the problems and
threats and facing them courageously
will be necessary.
Increased population in Oregon
means further invasion of wildlife
habitat by civilization and ever-greater
pressures on game resources by sportsmen.

Squeezed on one side by decreased
habitat, wildlife is pressured on the
other by more and more hunters and
anglers. More leisure time for sports-

aggressively by all interested persons
cooperating.

Access to fishing waters and game
fields must be provided. In part, the
Commission can assist, but the big load

rests with the sportsmen themselves.
Courtesy and consideration for private
property is, and will be, vitally neces-

sary if closed lands are opened and
more trespass closures prevented.
On the other hand, the Commission

is providing access at many points
through purchase, lease or other acquisition of rights for the public. This
program, while helpful, is not the entire long-range answer, however. Most
desirable habitat will continue to rest
in private ownership.
Legal-size trout propagation and
planting is only part of the answer to
providing catchable fish. Costs have
skyrocketed to the point that sportsmen are paying about 86 cents a pound
for legal-size trout raised in state
hatcheries and planted in public-accessible waters.
Expansion of hatchery operations is
so costly that a good, long look must

be taken before each step in that

direction. Good hatchery sites, where
proper water supplies the key, are not
too plentiful.
Encroachment

of

civilization

on

men and easier access to primitive
areas aggravate the problem of pres-

trout waters limits the future of such
areas, even decreases them. It may be
that the state will have to create and
operate public fishing lakes, as have

sure on the wildlife resource.

been found necessary in some states.

As we said, all hope is not lost for
maintaining adequate fish and game
populations. No single group, such as

Public shooting grounds for waterfowl fanciers are provided, and more
may be necessary. This responsibility

the Game Commission or a federation
of sportsmen, will solve the problem.

of your Commission faces strong resistance in some quarters. There are

It must be attacked thoughtfully and

many well-meaning citizens who are

opposed to the principle of public ownership of game lands.
Opposition to the Commission's program of winter range land acquisition

is increasing. Most of this, we feel, is
due to misunderstanding of the longrange plan to protect and prolong our
wildlife resource. Future of this program depends largely on public opinion
and acceptance of the solution of how

to balance big game herds with their
ranges.

Research must continue on an expanded basis; only through fact-finding can the Commission propose sound
projects, give honest administration

and maintain defendable game management. In fact, one of the most hope-

ful aspects of future problems is the
enlightenment afforded by research.
Armchair, "practical" game management is indefensible, compared to that
based on facts. Industry, medicine,
agriculture and all other practical ven-

tures depend on research, not guess

and rule of thumb.
Public attitude toward multiple uses
of natural resources, particularly water, will be a continually strong factor
in preservation of wildlife. Your Commission has taken strong positions to
protect loss of public water to uses incompatible with wildlife. It no longer
has the "hat in hand" policy of suppli-

cation in behalf of fish and game. It
insists on full rights of the public in
Oregon waters where sports fishing
can be maintained into eternity.
Sportsmen, and the public in gen(Continued on page 6)

2. Game Commission trucks backed up to one of the C-46's at the Portland
Air Force Base prior to departure.

COMMAN
Week-end warriors from the Portland Air Force Base
1. An Air Force ground crewman assists by loading one of the fish tanks

aboard the plane with a lift truck.

recently joined forces with the Oregon Game Commission
and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service to bring about the
first aerial importation of largemouth bass to the state. The
united effort came about because of an offer of 200,000
bass fry from the Fish and Wildlife Service bass hatchery
in Oklahoma, one of the few in the United States.
One problem that immediately presented itself was that
of transportation. That is where the men of the Air Force
Reserve gave a helping hand. In their training flights on
Air Force C-46's, commonly known as Curtis Commandos,

these men often fly across large areas of the continent.
Arrangements, therefore, were made with Lieutenant
Colonel Albert Jenkins of the Portland Air Base for two
of his planes to load tanks in Portland, pick up the bass in
Oklahoma, and then return them to Pendleton.

5. One large and two small liberation trucks met the planes as they
arrived at the Pendleton airport.

6. Three average-sized largemouths of the approximately 200,000 bass
that were flown from Tishomingo, Oklahoma.

3. Not all of the loading was mechanical as shown by the muscle work of
Air Force and Game Commission personnel.

DO BASS
Bob Borovicka, fisheries agent from Bend, went along as

chaperone for the fish since he is a reserve officer and
eligible to be aboard the planes. Major John Weber,

4. Two of the tanks in position before being lashed down. Pilot's cornpartment is just beyond the tanks.

Captain John Dick, Lieutenants Earl McKay and Roderick
Savage, Staff Sergeant Charles E. Adkins and Airman 2/c
James E. Riley from various reserve units ably conducted
the flights and helped Borovicka in his demanding chore.
The two planes left the Portland Air Base on June 2nd

and arrived back at Pendleton late in the afternoon the

next day. Bad weather delayed arrival. Game Commission

personnel of the Northeast Region met the planes with
liberation equipment and the fish were distributed in that
area. Though some mortality was experienced, numerous

ponds were stocked with enough fish to insure future
fishing.

7. Flexible hose being used to unload the bass at Pendleton as Air Force
and Game Commission personnel assist.

8. Darkness arrived before liberations were completed. First plane-load
releases were completed at 9:30 p.m.
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stride would be taken toward reduction of hunting accidents.
There are other problems looming in
the future, some we can see from here,
others will develop with the years. We
have no doubt that most of them will
be met and solved adequately by your

Game Commission, with the helpful
cooperation of sportsmen.
In no place in all of the United States

is there a combination of natural resources such as exists in the Pacific
Northwest. With all of this to start
,with, we must admit ourselves utter
dolts if we cannot meet the challenge of

the future.

We have the tools, the sinew, the

raw materials and every other resource

necessary to the development of a
wildlife management program that will

suffice to protect and preserve our
ingredients
needed are the will and determination
to face up to our problems and come up
outdoor heritage. Only

with acceptable and workable solutions.

This and successive Game Commissions, we know, will serve as well as
"Increased population in Oregon means further invasion of wildlife habitat by civilization." The piece
of land in the foreground has been cleaned slick as a whistle and all protective cover for game
eliminated.

Let's Look Ahead
(Continued from page 3)

eral, can furnish ramrod support for
the Commission's stand in this respect.
Without this interest, there is little the

Commission can to to combat wellorganized aggression against wildlife
resources, despite a determination to

However, there are thousands of per-

sons and businesses in Oregon who
benefit materially from game operations and sportsmen's expenditures,
which do not contribute one red cent
in return. They would pay their shares
if general fund money were allocated
to wildlife management.

Vandalism in the great outdoors is
another problem. We include in this

permitted by law and individual limita-

tions. These Commissions cannot do
the job needful of doing without the
thoughtful cooperation of all lovers of
Oregon's great outdoors and its wild
inhabitants.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
J. H. "Rip" Van

Winkle has been a

member of the

discharge that responsibility.
Operation of your Game Commission
is expensive. Revenues have been sufficient up to the present. They may not
be in the future. Hence, we must look

term the killing and wounding of hunters during bird and big game seasons.

For some indefensible reason, many

Oregon State Game
Commission since
1949 and chairman
since the first of this

between income and outgo.

folks blame the Game Commission for
hunting accidents. Even hunters who

year.
In newspaper business most of his

ahead and try to fathom relationship

If income drops below sustenance

die from over-taxing their physiques

level, progress will end. There will be
no money to raise more fish and pro-

are included in the hunting season

animals.

those who die of natural causes while
afield. There is something we can do

vide and protect habitat for game

The answer is to get more money.
There are two sources of this money.
One is in a revised license fee schedule,

over which the legislature alone has
jurisdiction. The other is the general
fund of the State of Oregon, by appropriation of the legislature.
Most of us look askance at the latter

solution. It would mean that Game
Commission revenues would have to go

to the general fund and then be appropriated to the Commission by the

legislature. There are some risks in
such a procedure.

death tally.

There isn't much we can do about

about gun accidents. We can set up

a system of pre-license examination for
all hunters as they come of age. Several

states are doing this and find it practical and helpful. There is no reason
why a youngster should be allowed

loose in the outdoors with a lethal

weapon anymore than there is to permit him uncontrolled use of a motor
vehicle.

If all hunters, as are all motor vehicle

drivers, were required to pass license
tests before permitted to hunt, a long

working life, he has

been a resident of
Clackamas County for many years. He
lives with his wife and son on a small
farm at Willamette near Oregon City.

Here he raises much of his own produce for family consumption.
What, besides gardening chores, oc-

cupies a good share of his leisure
hours? Unusual as it may seem, FISH-

ING. A certain amount of time

is

regularly set aside for exploring the
fishing waters of the Willamette Valley

and extra fishing trips to other parts
of the state are thrown in whenever
possible. "Rip" has a strong feeling
that everyone could put up better with
the wear and tear of daily living if he
took a little time off to go fishing.
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1953-54 TRAPPING SEASON

i

THE 1953-54 trapping season in
Oregon ended with few trappers
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trapping efforts. The prices paid on

.

all types of fur were exceptionally low
but the total catch of all species compared favorably with that of 1952-53.
Long-haired fur was again practically
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Beavers, muskrats, and mink were
the greatest revenue producers and the
animals most sought by trappers. The
third consecutive beaver season has
resulted in the removal of 11,144
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and during the first open season in

.

.

.m

4,

.
- ..
..

1951-52, 15,257 beavers were trapped.

=.

The accompaying chart gives a com-

plete analysis of the trapping season,
showing the counties in which various

....................................
...........................9..0...m.. .
mgi.0564.66.io:MoiM.M.M.M44m46m....
...moommm..n.o.mmm.o.m..m.o.m.omn.
...,...----..,.,....
r....C.:aa a. C.
-.4 -z C. .
a. .......
a.a .CO .,,......
w
.
ON.0.0.............NON..0.......00.
V.
N,,-......,ON.,0,.MCD..4,,-.0.,2
==.-.M..
...OWN.
N. M.
... ...
.M .t..-...D....m
.. .N . .,

33

CO

.4

E

1,188 trappers.

CO

.

M
N

-- 0.

g
o
,4

culated as $181,005.70. In 1952-53 an
income of $229,888.80 was reported by

".

.

6

go

worthless. The income as computed
from 1,179 trappers' reports was cal-

.. .. ..

....

t-

o

Z
-0

a

.
.
-;

.........
................ OP.WW..000
0
N......... ................
...m.o.... Oa
.6
..-4,6.64,44
41:6....44
...4.-14.,..64*
-.,o .
*.
m...t...
* m
.
u
,.,.....-.
:.....,....-,
......
.
NM=NOMN ....,..0
NM ... N .
.

11

8

-,..
.A.7-r

.

..4

;

t4

v.
.-.

.
CO

g
a

8

.7

revenue derived from the sale of pelts.
0

.

.7

.......................
........
..M............0........... ...0.00.

June Meeting

M
.

. . t'°g°'°4''''''
g
.-v,...,grdggoigegitiEro;
.8--"'
0...
. -.
. .
a-1.-z
M
.
. .ocigeci.ogg:gt

(Continued from page 2)

'''

0 4 6 .4
to
t..o..o.......................4m.omr.
M .4
:. M . 92 e
8 2CO
. ...M....
..N..,m7iN MOO...M....N....Mg.
,..C/ C4C,102.0CM,M
',..,'.
3
Z
,.5-7
6.-7
.5
a
-a-7.
_
.

..".

a

',..

Summer Lake dike; remodeling of residence at Sauvie Island, $1,600; repair

0.......
"
0:14444.
.comn...m
.moo...m
M
. m"
M.... ...CON
a--;
MN -7
a

V.- ,

of Diamond Lake outlet, $1,500; and

.
.................0....................
.......
.
..
.. W.M ....... M .............
0

8

...7

0

5

.-.

.S.4..

w

Z4n

_:%.

d

.,-.

A
,..

Z

11

0

.8

0

rS,,

-4

;;

0 .4

6

Z

-

..7

.

.-7

.,...-...,
.........4,.......
....N........10.. ...N.M....
46.44!i4444.4§44 44.4.44-4.
....

.....t......m.....m
m
...OW.. .0 . ..
.7

--,

>..
Q.

Z

4..

,

.4.-

...M....

.

g

.

.

-4..

.0

C.1

A

.

'-.

0... NW.
3
MN...
...
4.4,i4,..:

y.

.4,4.4

... V.NW
CO
.
-.....
....
C.
...mDAV.W6

..

.

.

.

.-

.

gn

.
3 .-WW4 833 38 AWA
404 . 44. 4 M
..m.
4 oic6
_ -- ..I..- _ . ... . m
v
.1
.. ..-.. .... -. --. .. .
=

,

1...

04,_

-

..... .

4 NE.
,C4Ng

>
,1

:

8 - 4.;

Company, $12,245, (concrete dam, con-

e

OzW"

AA
At6.9 r>V I Ei .a
IPS g S°l
12a5

s 0,=

O'
o0mA!11 A0.4

mm00006onw50=4.014.,W

...

o
gftl3.4.: :
.

,-E A0 g la
.48

4;.4:1=...77.2.LT:E

s -02

=

,

=o4

3 =33

a

Ea

a
E.

Bids. The following bids for con-

struction work at hatcheries were
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repairs at Willamette Hatchery, $2,500.
P. W. Haymer, $14,305,
(road, pipe line, fish ladder at Rock
Creek); United Pacific Construction
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penditures were authorized: repair of
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species of furs were taken and the

q.
M #

awarded:

crete pond floors, pipe by-pass at
Wallowa); and Larson Construction
Company, $19,600, (dam and intake,
remodeling ponds at Cedar Creek).
McKenzie Hatchery. Previous action
authorizing expenditure of $50,000 for
new ponds was rescinded.
Next meeting. July 9, at Portland.
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Western Adopts Resolutions
THE Western Association of State
Game and Fish Commissioners
expressed their views on several subjects of national and regional interest
when adopting resolutions at their
annual meeting in Las Vegas last May.
Of particular interest is the endorsement of the Aiken Bill as passed last
March by the Senate, which relates to
the use of our national forests, and is
a substitute for the original "grazing"
bills sponsored by the livestock interests. The position of the Western Asso-

ciation in favoring the Aiken Bill in
spite of opposition to previous bills is
explained in the resolution which reads
in part as follows:
*

*

*

"WHEREAS, S. 2548 as amended and

that the enactment into law of S. 2548,
as amended and passed by the Senate
on March 8, 1954, be hereby approved;
provided that as a matter of equity and

in order to conform said Bill to the
legislative intent of the Senate, two
additional Amendments are made, viz:
*

*

*

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that
our endorsement of this Amended Bill

as passed by the Senate is without

prejudice. We will vigorously oppose
any amendments which would weaken
the Amended Bill in favor of any profit
use of such public lands to the detriment of the public uses thereof."
Another resolution urged action on

the part of the House Agricultural

Committee to report out the Baker Bill,

passed by the U. S. Senate on March
8, 1954, contains the following longneeded declaration of congressional
policy, to-wit: "Sec. 12. It is hereby
declared to be the policy of the Con-

which establishes public use of the

gress that the Secretary, in carrying out

sanitation and recreational facilities.
Feeling that the present mining laws
need revision in order to prevent dam-

the provisions of this Act, shall give
full consideration to the safeguarding
of all resources and uses made of these
lands, including grazing, mining, recreation, timber, watershed conservation,
and wildlife," which provision

(1) is in the interest of the public
generally and all users of such
lands,

(2) for the first time recognizes wildlife indigenous to such lands, and
recreational resources which are
becoming increasingly important
to the public, and
(3) includes a clear-cut congressional

and authorizes 10 per cent of the

United States forest receipts to provide

improvement of wildlife habitat and

age to other natural resources, the

committee to carry on a coordinated
program in the western states.
Appreciation was expressed to the
Outdoor Writers for covering the
meeting.

The Fish and Wildlife Service was
requested to continue study in cooperation with the states looking toward the
development of cooperative game harvest plans for the federal refuge system. Most federal refuges were created
to protect a specific species although
hunting has been closed for all game.
PACIFIC FLYWAY COUNCIL
TO MEET THIS MONTH
The Pacific Flyway Council will meet

July 20 in Klamath Falls to make
recommendations regarding the 1954
waterfowl season. Representatives of

would make mining on national forest
lands of deposits of sand, stone, gravel,
pumice and cinders subject to regulated leasing system rather than to mining claims and patents. Also endorsed
was the Hope Bill, H. R. 5358, which
would prevent acquisition under mining claims of valuable stands of timber
and recreational areas.

lumbia, Oregon, Washington, California,

the game departments of British Co-

Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, and
Montana compose the council.

Their recommendations will be sent

to the National Waterfowl Council

meeting in Washington, D. C. in August. At that time recommendations on

a national scale will be framed and
submitted to the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service for consideration in formulating the final waterfowl regulations.
The Pacific Flyway Council will send
two representatives to the Washington
meeting, P. W. Schneider, director of

the Oregon Game Commission, and

William J. Silva, president of the
California Fish and Game Commission.

Northeastern

Oregon

big

game

ranges were salted from the air this

vide for the orderly use, improvement,
and development thereof; and for other

spring. A total of 13,300 pounds was
distributed.

purposes," and undesirable features
of the original bill have been deleted,
"NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Western Association

*

*

*

The rainbow egg-take of 1,627,480 at

Spencer Creek in Klamath County is
the largest recorded for that station in
the past eight years.

of State Game and Fish Commissioners

P.O. BOX 4136

and the other created a permanent

the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service and

H. R. 334, in its original form. This

tration of the National Forests and
other lands under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary of Agriculture; to pro-
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funds spent chiefly for waterfowl land
acquisition be more closely followed.
The importance of browse revegetation on big game ranges was emphasized in two resolutions. One urged appropriation of funds for browse range
research by the U. S. Forest Service,

group urged passage of the Regan Bill,

recognition of the multiple use

1634 S.W. ALDER STREET

the intent of Congress to have these

national forests as a policy of Congress

principles for which this Association has long contended, and
"WHEREAS, the title to said bill has
been changed to read as follows, towit: "A Bill to facilitate the adminis-

Oregon State Game
Commission Bulletin

Expendituke of the duck stamp funds
came in for attention. It was urged that

F STANTON
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