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Chemical Control/New Products

European red mite control in pears

R. A. Van Steenwyk, S. K. Zolbrod and R. M. Nomoto
Dept. of E.S.P.M., University of California, Berkeley, CA

Abstract: A trial was conducted in Fairfield, CA, to evaluate the efficacy of three miticides
(Acramite, Pyramite and Mesa) for control of European red mite (ERM) in pears after harvest.
There was no significant difference in the number ofERM among the experimental miticides and
the post-harvest untreated control for the pre-treatment sample. After the application, all
experimental miticides caused a significant reduction in the ERM population compared to the
post-harvest untreated control. Thus the repeated in-season applications of Asana for codling
moth control resulted in a secondary flare-up of ERM. Although there was no significant
difference among the experimental miticides, it appears that Mesa was slower acting and slightly
less effective than Acramite and Pyramite. There was a slight rate response with Acramite. All of
the miticides provided excellent control of ERM.

Chemical Control/New Products

Twospotted spider mite control on sweet cherry

R. A. Van Steenwyk, S. K. Zolbrod and R. M. Nomoto
Dept. of E.S.P.M., University ofCalifornia, Berkeley, CA

Abstract: A trial was conducted in Stockton, CA, to evaluate the efficacy of four miticides
(Acramite, Omite, Savey and Mesa) for control of twospotted spider mite (TSSM) on sweet
cherry. TSSM numbers were significantly reduced for three weeks and numerically reduced for
five weeks by all experimental miticides compared to the untreated control. Acramite and Omite
resulted in a rapid decline in the population within 10 days of application. However Mesa and
Savey required about three weeks to reduce the population to the same degree as Acramite or
Omite. There was not a strong rate response with Acramite. All miticides evaluated provided
excellent control. Acramite and Omite appear to be more rapid in suppressing the TSSM
population than Mesa and Savey.All miticides appear to be very selective for western predatory
mites and thus fit well into integrated mite management programs.
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