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The Extension Service of the Oregon Agricultural College embraces
all instructional work done by the College staff outside the institution.
rhis includes institute, lecture, and fair work in all its varied phases,
supervision of the county demonstration and farnt work provided for by
state legislation; correspondence courses; preparation of educative exhib-
its; publication of bulletins and distribution of news ma tter; cooperative
work with granges. farmers' unions, schools, churches, commercial clubs.
and other progressive organizations in the promotion of industrial and
social enterprises. The Extension Service. in short, consists of carrying
out to the people of Oregon practical and usable information on all
subjects taught at the College.

Applications for assistance alung any of the lines indicated, together
with all particulars relating thereto, should be sent to the Director of
Extension as far in advance as possible. It is the desire of the College to
help all who apply, but its staff. facilities, and funds are limited; con-
sequently, short-notice requests may not find the department in position
to render the hest service.

Particular attention is called to the fact that counties desiring to
organize for agricultural field and demonstration work, under the pro-
visions of Chapter 110. Laws of 1911 mast tnake an initial appropriation
in order to secure the State aid. Those interested in promoting this
work should communicate with the Director of Extension, or the State
Leader, at the Agricultural College, with reference to tile best methods
of procedure.
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OREGON STATION TRAP-NEST.

by
JAMES DRYDEN.

High egg production is not a characteristic of any one
breed of fowls. The trap-nest has demonstrated this. There
are good and poor layers in all breeds. There is no particular
shape or type that indicates good laying qualities, so far, at
any rate, as our present knowledge goes.

The only certain method of separating the good layers
from the poor is to use the trap-nest and keep a daily record
of eggs laid. It is not always the fault of the feed and care
that they don't do better. It is the misfortune of the hen her-
self very often ; she couldn't lay if she wanted to.

It requires considerable time to keep a trap-nest record
of a flock of hens. Not every farmer has the time, but if a
few farmers in every county would trap-nest a flock of hens,
in a few years all the farmers of the county would very likely
have stock that were from heavy-laying trap-nested fowls.
Where it is possible for a farmer to devote a little time to it
each day he will be well repaid for the labor. The Oregon
Experiment Station is trap-nesting a large flock each year and
it is doing the best it can to furnish the farmers of the state
with stock from good layers, with the object of increasing the
egg yield in the state. It is desirable, of course, to keep a full
year's record for each hen, but, if that is not possible, a record
for part of the year would be valuable. For instance, a record
of the first six months of laying, beginning probably in No-
vember, would show which were the good winter producers.
Those that wouldn't produce well during the first six months
would not be good fowls to keep for breeding, and they could
be killed off. If it isn't possible to keep a six month's record,
then a three month's record would be valuable. Hens that pro-
duced well for three months, beginning November, would be
the most profitable fowls in the flock, and they should be re-
tained for breeding early winter layers.
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It has been shown in our experiments that the poor layers
during the first year, are usually the poor layers the second
year. If at the end of a full year's record all hens that had
laid less than 100 eggs or 120, were to be killed off, it would
save the farmer's keeping a lot of fowls at a loss for another

TRAPNEST.-1. Front view with door open. 2. Door and trip-board.

3. Side view with one side removed.

year. From 25 to 50% of the fowls in the average flock do
not pay for their keep.

A great many trap-nests have been patented and put on
the market. The one we use, described herein, has been thor-



5

oughly tested and we know of no better. It is not patented
and anyone is at liberty to make it without fear of prosecution.
This trap-nest has been in use 10 years. (Utah Station Bulle-
tin 92, and Oregon Station Circular 4 . ) The main or essential
points in a good trap-nest are simplicity, cheapness, and accur-
acy in operation. Our trap-nest, when properly made, fully
answers these requirements. The hen, of course, must be
numbered by means of a leg band. The best leg band is one
that has a raised figure. This makes it easy to read.

As the hen enters this nest her weight closes the door,
making it impossible for her to get out or another hen to enter.
The opening into the nest is made just large enough for one
hen at a time to enter. This is a feature that is necessary in
any trap-nest, in order to secure accuracy.

It is necessary to visit the nests two or three times dur-
ing the day to release the hens, and there should, of course,
be enough nests so that there will always be some vacant,
otherwise eggs are liable to laid on the floor. For a flock of
50 hens, ten or twelve nests will be sufficient if they are visited
often enough.

The nests may be built singly or in groups. They may
be set in the wall of the house, or they may be set inside the
wall. They may also be made and set up outside, separate
from the house. It is sometimes an advantage to release the
hens from the top instead of through the door. This can be
done where there is only one tier of nests. Occasionally a hen
is slow in coming to the door to be let out, and by pulling the
nest out or raising the cover, the operation of releasing the
hens may be more quickly performed . We have found that
with the small active breeds there is not much trouble on this
score. They come quickly to the door. The heavier breeds
like the Plymouth Rocks usually take their time in corning out
and sometimes have to be pulled out. Where they can be
reached from the top this trouble is overcome.

The dimensions given in this bulletin are for small fowls
and medium sized fowls up to not more than seven pounds.
it will be necessary to add an inch or two to the dimensions
for the large breeds and increase the size or width of opening
for the door.
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HOW TO MAKE IT.

The trap-nest can be made by anyone who can use a saw
and drive a nail. It can all be cut out of a 12" board, 10' long.

The material consists of :
1 board 1"x12"x10'
6 screw eyes No. 210 Bright.
2 pieces of iron rod 3/16"x12"
2 pieces of rawhide 9"x1/2"

The diagram shows how the nest may be cu c
out of the board. The shaded portions are the
waste pieces of the board. The solid black lines
show where the board is to be cut. When cutting
the sides apart it will be necessary to cut only as
far as "X," then split the boards apart, after
which cut out the required angle.

After nailing together, turn the nest on its
side and bore the holes in the sides for the 3-16"
iron rod. The holes are 1" from the bottom and
11!1 " from the nest front.

On the bottom of the trip-board, put a screw
eye 7-8" from the end and 1" from each side. At
the other end of the trip-board, bore 3/8" holes,
1" from one end and 3" from each side.

On the bottom and at each side of the door put
in a screw eye 1 1/2 " from the end and 34," from the
sides. On the upper side tack two rawhide strips
using a small staple or nail for each. The end of
the strap will be 2" from the end and 1/2 " from
the side of the door.

Place the door in front of the trip-board, the
screw eyes down ; push the rawhide strips through
the holes in the trip-board ; turn the boards over
and draw the strips up tight, then bend the door
back over the trip-board until there is full 3/4." be-
tween the boards when laid flat ; the strap should
then be tacked to the lower side of the trip-board.

The door and trip-board are put in place by
pushing the iron rods through the sides and the
screw eyes. Care should be taken in placing the
screw eyes in the proper places. The screw eyes
may be adjusted in order to make the door balance
properly.





OREGON AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE
COURSES OF STUDY

The Oregon Agricultural College offers the following courses of
study, each of which extends over four years and leads to the degree
of Bachelor of Science:

In the SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE, major courses in
(a) General Agriculture
(b) Agronomy
(c) Animal Husbandry
(d) Dairy Husbandry
(e ) Horticulture
(f) Poultry Husbandry

(g) Agricultural Chemistry
(h) Agricultural Bacteriology
(i) Botany and Plant Pathology
(j ) Economic Zoology
(k) Economic Entomology

In the SCHOOL OF FORESTRY, major courses in
(a) General Forestry	 (b) Logging Engineering.
In the SCHOOL OF HOME ECONOMICS, major courses in
(a) Domestic Science	 (c) Home Administration
(b) Domestic Art	 (d) Institutional Management
In the SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING, major course. in
(a) *Civil Engineering	 (d) Highway Engineering
(b) Electrical Engineering	 (e) Irrigation Engineering
(c) Mechanical Engineering ( f) Industrial Arts
In the scitoot, OF MINES, major courses in
(a) Mining Engineering	 (c) Chemical Engineering
(b) Ceramic Engineering
In the SCHOOL OF COMMERCE, a major course in—
(a) Commerce

In the department of PHARMACY, a course in—
(a) Pharmacy

In addition to the above baccalaureate courses, provision has
been made for the following VOCATIONAL COURSES:

A. Agriculture (one year)
Dairying (one year)

C. Home Makers' Course (one year)
D. Mechanic Arts (three years)
E. Forestry (November 2 to April 16)
F. Business Short Course (two years)
G. Pharmacy Short Course (two years)

•No work below Sophomore grade will be given in Civil Engineer-
ing during the year 1914-1915.
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