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Letter from the Director
This year marks the sixth anniversary of the creation of the OSU Rural
Studies Program (RSP). Founded by Emery Castle in 2002, RSP has
become one of the largest multi-disciplinary concentrations of
university faculty in the county focused on the viability of rural
communities. Since 2005, the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative
has provided the financial foundation for building this national center of
excellence in Rural Studies.
During the past year, the OSU Rural Studies Program built on its
unique experiential courses in rural places and created several new
courses including an Ethnographic Field School that focused on a remote rural county. RSP
faculty and students have secured external funding to expand their research on issues of concern
in rural Oregon (land use, food systems, housing, migration, poverty and food insecurity, for
examples). With the support of the Ford Family Foundation, RSP faculty and students developed
community indicators for tracking the progress of rural communities toward increased social and
economic vitality and environmental sustainability.
During the coming year, RSP will focus on three major initiatives. First, we will begin the
development of a Long Term Community Research program, an interdisciplinary panel study of
rural community dynamics. As a step in the development of this project, RSP faculty will
examine the responses of rural counties to changes in Federal shared- revenue policy related to
reduced timber harvests on Federal land. Second, in collaboration with the OSU Library, we will
develop the Rural Community Explorer, a web-based portal and archive that will allow
community residents and leaders to access economic, social, cultural and environmental
information specific to their communities, and archive community data for their own use. Third,
we will complete development of an interdisciplinary PhD minor in Rural Sustainability. This
effort will build a faculty-student research and learning community that trains PhD students in
social and environmental sciences to understand the dynamics of complex rural economic and
social systems.
My hope for the coming year is that we can work with internal and external stakeholders to
create an institute of rural community studies at OSU with a sustainable financial resource base,
and that we can develop partnerships with rural communities and organizations in Oregon and
elsewhere that strengthen the economic and social vitality of these places.

Bruce Weber
Director
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Overview
History of the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative
Oregon State University, as Oregon’s land grant university, has focused on rural issues since
1868 through its academic programs, Agricultural Experiment Station and Extension Service. In
2001, OSU created the multi-disciplinary Rural Studies Program within the Agricultural and
Resource Economics Department of the College of Agricultural Sciences. In 2005, OSU made a
significant strategic university-wide investment in the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative.
This investment enhances the capacity of the Rural Studies Program to serve the needs of rural
people and places.
The Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative is one of six strategic initiatives funded by the
Provost. This multi-disciplinary program focuses and leverages the resources of seven colleges,
the OSU Library and the Extension Service toward developing a new and unique multidisciplinary model of University engagement with rural communities. Together with partners
from other universities, governments and the nonprofit sector, OSU is creating new educational
opportunities on- and off-campus, engaging in applied and fundamental research that address the
needs of rural communities, and initiating place-based university/community partnerships for
collaborative learning.

Goals of the Sustainable Rural
Communities Initiative
In moving toward the overall goal of
improving the environmental, economic,
social and cultural well-being in Oregon’s
rural communities, the Sustainable Rural
Communities Initiative seeks to:
•
•
•

•

Photo by understory from flickr.com

Prepare a new generation of citizens, professionals and scholars to take on the kinds of
complex situations that emerge as rural communities seek economic and social viability.
Generate new knowledge through multi-disciplinary research and policy analysis about
the challenges facing rural communities and potential pathways to sustainability.
Expand citizen and policymaker understanding about the contributions of and
constraints faced by rural communities and the impacts of federal and state policy on
rural sustainability.
Engage rural communities in learning collaboratively about their strengths and
opportunities and empower them to develop strategies to support long-term sustainability.
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Academic Programs
The Rural Studies Program is committed to preparing the next generation of citizens,
professionals and scholars to address the complex situations in rural communities seeking
economic and social viability. As part of this commitment, we provide learning, research, and
mentoring opportunities for graduate and undergraduate students with an interest in rural
communities. During the 2006-2007 academic year, the Rural Studies Program continued its
commitment to training a new generation of rural scholars through academic and mentoring
opportunities for graduate and undergraduate students with rural interests.

Graduate Training and Mentoring
The 2006-2007 academic year marked the second year of a Rural Policy Concentration in
OSU’s Master of Public Policy (MPP) Program and the first year of the Ph.D. in Applied
Anthropology. At the same time, many graduate students in departments including Human
Development and Family Studies, Public Health, Agricultural and Resource Economics, and
Anthropology are focusing on rural issues, both in course work and through the completion of
Masters theses and PhD dissertations.
This year, over half of the MPP students enrolled in courses with an emphasis on rural issues,
and over half of the graduating students (4 out of 7) completed MPP essays on rural topics. Some
of those MPP students have gone on to internships and employment with organizations working
with or in rural communities. The essays included the following:
•

•
•

Melissa Torgerson, in an essay “Barriers to Community Involvement across Rural
and Urban Communities,” analyzed barriers to community involvement in urban and
rural communities across Oregon. Her essay not only identifies targeted barriers for
communities to address, but also highlights areas where further place-based research
could be beneficial.
Jay Grussing, in his essay “Predicting County-Level Food Insecurity and Hunger in
Oregon,” used existing state models to predict county hunger rates in Oregon.
Sara Curiel, in an essay titled “Strengthening Oregon's Communities: Latino
Community Leadership Training,” examined how Latinos define leadership,
analyzed patterns of civic engagement in Latino communities, and identified the
factors that hinder or support their participation. Her research also compared rural and
urban communities.

The Rural Studies Program also supports graduate student research and mentoring. The Program
directly supported four graduate students during 2006 – 2007. Other students received support
from Innovative Project funds and grant funds received by Rural Studies faculty. In total, nine
graduate students worked on Rural Studies projects and research. Those students were enrolled
in graduate programs in Public Policy, Anthropology, Human Development and Family
Sciences, and Water Resources. They conducted research with Rural Studies faculty, participated
in outreach efforts to rural communities, and participated in Rural Studies symposia.
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In 2007, graduate students supported by the Rural Studies Program or enrolled in the Master of
Public Policy rural concentration went on to pursue internships and employment with Oregon
state government and well-known organizations working in Oregon’s rural communities. Two
MPP students are currently employed with Rural Development Initiatives, an Oregon-based
nonprofit dedicated to building the capacity of rural leaders and facilitating economic and
community development. Others have interned at the Governor’s Office, the Oregon Department
of Education, and the Oregon Consortium and Workforce Alliance. Anthropology students have
continued to work on food issues in Oregon through employment with local farmers’ markets.

Rural Studies Courses
Much of the academic focus within the rural studies program has been both place-based and
experiential learning. Courses offered through the Rural Studies Program brought together a
diverse set of students, faculty and community members who learned together about rural
community sustainability through interdisciplinary training outside of the classroom - in the
community.
The Program engaged students, faculty, and community members
on topics that align with the core research areas of the Program.
Key areas of focus were the natural, human, social, and economic
systems important in rural communities. Participating departments
included Anthropology, Agricultural and Resource Economics,
Ethnic Studies, Forestry, Human Development and Family
Sciences, Political Science, and Sociology.
In the 2006 – 2007 academic year, almost 400 students, both
graduate and undergraduate, enrolled in rural-oriented courses
offered by faculty associated with the Rural Studies Program.
These regular departmental courses offerings, listed in Appendix B,
use local community concerns to illustrate and apply broader
academic theories to current rural issues. About 40 students participated in the experiential
learning courses offered during the past academic year. Enrollment in these courses is kept
small to provide more meaningful opportunities to participating students.
One of the newer courses is Rural Communities and Demography (SOC 499/599) offered by
Roger Hammer, one of the newest faculty members in the Rural Studies Program. The course
explores the conceptual and quantitative dimensions of rurality in America, focusing on the
contemporary demographic, cultural, economic, ecological, and social psychological planes on
which rural policy has been conceived and evaluated. Students explore both practical and
theoretical pursuits, including instruction in applied demographic research methods such as
mapping and spatial analysis and discussion of the broader sociological trends influencing rural
communities.
The Rural Studies Program also sponsored a Contemporary Rural Issues Seminar Series, both
winter and spring quarters of 2007, in which faculty members and graduate students participated.
This weekly seminar series, coordinated by Professor Roger Hammer and the Department of
Sociology, focused on issues, research, programs, and policies confronting rural Oregon. Weekly
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lecturers were drawn from the OSU community and beyond. Speakers included Tom Gallagher
of the Ford Family Foundation, State Senator Ted Ferrioli, and Jim St. Martin from the
Confederated Tribes of Umatilla Department of Children and Family Services. Rural Studies
faculty and students also presented their current research projects.
During Fall 2006, the Rural Studies Program, in collaboration with the University of Oregon,
offered Community Indicators and Rural Sustainability (AREC/SOC/PS 505). In this class
students studied the history of community indicators, examined conceptual foundations and
operationalization of indicators of economic, social, institutional and environmental health and
vitality, and critiqued the community indicators that have been developed and used by urban and
rural communities in the U.S. and elsewhere. Students then applied their knowledge to develop a
set of draft community indicators for an Oregon community. These community indicators are
continuing to be used by the Ford Family Foundation and the Rural Studies Program.
Rural Studies place-based experiential courses have continued to be popular with students. Two
of the courses created last year were offered
again for the second year in a row. Forest
Resources and Anthropology are moving to
make these course offerings permanent and
have submitted the necessary administrative
materials to create a permanent course
number. In Communities and Natural
Resources (FOR 599/699), students again
traveled to rural Oregon communities to learn
about the relationship between natural
resources and community well-being. Students
in the Anthropology course, Culture of Food,
Hunger, and Poverty (ANTH 499/599),
studied issues such as sustainable agriculture, emergency food systems, rural dynamics, and
industrial agriculture. A third experiential course supported by the Rural Studies Program,
Learning Through Listening: Native American Issues in Rural Oregon Communities (ES
499/599), took students to the rural communities of Klamath Falls and Chiloquin where they
interacted with the Klamath native population and related community stakeholders to investigate
the issues that bind and separate them. The course was highlighted in an article in the Corvallis
Gazette-Times:
http://www.gazettetimes.com/articles/2007/03/31/news/top_story/2aaa01_springbreakcourse.txt.

Building a Network of Rural Scholars
In Fall 2006, OSU faculty interested in and knowledgeable of rural issues were invited to
become Rural Studies Faculty Fellows. The Fellows program helped to expand the network of
rural scholars on the OSU campus and to increase opportunities for interdisciplinary
collaboration in research, teaching, and outreach. Nine faculty members representing eight
departments and the Valley Library participated in the Faculty Fellows program during 2006 –
2007.
The 2006 – 2007 Faculty Fellows are:
• Nabil Boudraa, Foreign Languages & Literature
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cass Dykeman, Education
Larry Enochs, Science and Math Education
Andrew Hulting, Crop and Soil Science
Minjeong Kim, Design and Human Environment
Sujaya Rao, Crop and Soil Science
Sharon Rosenkoetter, Human Development and Family Sciences
John Tanaka, Agricultural and Resource Economics
Ruth Vondracek, Valley Library

They participated in a weekly seminar series, in several networking events, and have
strengthened the rural dimensions of their work. Ruth Vondracek, for example, is working to
building the rural collection at the Library and has become a key contributor to the Rural
Community Explorer project. Larry Enochs incorporated outreach to rural Oregon into a grant
application for a project to improve math and science education in the classroom.
The Rural Studies Program is also reaching out to rural
scholars at other universities by providing training to rural
and regional economists at a workshop, Fundamentals of
Spatial Economics, prior to the 2007 annual meeting of the
American Agricultural Economics Association. This
workshop, co-sponsored with the Castle Professorship of
Resource and Rural Economics and with financial support
from external partners, gave 95 faculty and graduate
students from around the world the opportunity to interact
with five leading spatial economists from Canada, New
Zealand and the United States. The workshop provided an
environment in which the new and established faculty in
this discipline could redefine the scope and focus of their
work to better incorporate spatial dimensions.
Photo by pfly from flickr.com

Research
The research program facilitates multi-disciplinary scholarship by focusing and supporting
research on various cultural, economic and environmental aspects of rural life and communities.
It is creating a forum in which (1) scholars can discuss their work with a multi-disciplinary group
of interested students and colleagues and (2) the perspective of community partners can be
brought to bear in conceptualizing and implementing research addressing specific rural issues.
Two central concerns identified by rural communities in industrialized parts of the world have to
do with growth pressures and demographic change related to urbanization, exurbanization, and
amenity migration on the one hand; and uncertainty about the future of traditional rural economic
activities like agriculture and forestry due to globalization, technology, and increasing
environmental pressures on the other. Understanding rural community sustainability means
understanding the dynamics of the key natural, human, social and economic systems that are
essential in rural communities. The current RSP research program on rural community
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sustainability focuses on (1) community economic and social viability; (2) land use and
migration; (3) food systems and food insecurity; and (4) climate change. Interdisciplinary teams
of faculty and student researchers use multiple research methods (quantitative, qualitative, and
spatial) to conduct place-based research on these four focus areas.

Community Economic and Social Viability
Rural communities face many challenges to their economic and social viability. The decline in
agriculture and extractive industries and the movement of manufacturing jobs globally generate
problems with retaining living-wage jobs, managing the out-migration of youth, mitigating the
loss of a distinctive cultural and economic heritage, and losing local control of natural resources
(Salamon and MacTavish, forthcoming). Conflicts emerge with community development
strategies that attract second homeowners or amenity migrants. Cultural clashes between
longtime, permanent residents and newcomers are common. Little is known about what works
and what doesn’t in improving the economic and social conditions in rural places or about how
community actions or outside policy makers can strengthen the economic and social fabric in
rural communities. However, a number of grass-root strategies innovated by rural places warrant
empirical study. Examples include exploitation of cultural and natural amenities to attract
tourism and recreation, marketing local cuisine and music, or developing museums showcasing
historic settlement patterns or a rural way-of-life.
During the past year, RSP researchers explored key factors that determine social and economic
vitality in rural communities and ways to reduce material hardship and social inequality.
Researchers explored the effects of education and local economic conditions on income and
poverty, the impact of community characteristics on physical activity of rural youth, and the
impact on community strategies to better serve homeless youth in rural communities.
Rural Studies Program researchers examined the relationship between education, poverty, and
migration in an article in the Review of Agricultural Economics and an RSP Working Paper titled
“Education’s Effect on Poverty: The Role of Migration and Labor Markets.” The researchers
tested for a "direct" effect of educational
attainment on the poverty status of rural
adults through access to higher-quality jobs
and an "indirect" effect through a higher
likelihood of outmigration to urban areas
and hence access to higher monetary returns
to education. They found that, in general,
better-educated rural household heads and
spouses are more likely to move to urban
areas during the 1990s, but that poverty
status is reduced for those with more formal
education, whether or not they move.
Photo by Chip Smith from flickr.com

Kate MacTavish continued her work with rural youth on a project titled Physical Activity and
Rural Environments: Perspectives of Hispanic and Non-Hispanic Rural Youth. This
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qualitative research project examines how social and physical characteristics shape physical
activity among youth in a rural community. The focus area is on perceived opportunities and
barriers to active living among low-income and Latino youth in a rural Oregon community.
Researchers from the Rural Studies Program also completed a report in 2007, Homeless Youth
Services in Douglas County: From Two Perspectives. The report, prepared for the Douglas
County Commission on Children and Families, provided data and analyses to assist local
services providers and agencies in choosing strategic service improvements to assist homeless
youth. The research identifies particular elements of rural social settings that might make the
provision of homeless youth services and the communication about them uniquely challenging.
Mark Edwards and two MPP graduate students, Melissa Torgerson and Jennifer Sattem, will
present their findings at the annual meeting of the Rural Sociological Society in August 2007.

Land Use and Migration
The growth pressures in many rural areas at the urban fringe or in high-amenity rural areas have
generated intense interest in the causes and impacts of changing land use patterns. Shifting
migration patterns are profoundly altering rural communities. Rural communities just beyond the
urban fringe and in high-amenity recreational areas are being transformed by the selective inmigration of newcomers who often bring higher educational and income levels as well as
differing value structures. In other rural places, the outmigration of young adults seeking better
educational and occupational opportunities in the city creates a hollowed out demographic
profile with more very young and elderly “aging in place” than young adults living there. As
populations shift, the social fabric of these small towns has evolved in new ways. Further, the
low-density residential and commercial development brought on by processes of exurbanization
and counterurbanization (i.e. “rural sprawl”) has environmental implications (Hammer et al.,
2004). For example, environmental costs in the forms of heightened fire-danger, depleted water
resources, and threatened wildlife habitat arise in the context of low-density exurban residential
development.
During the past year, researchers in the Rural Studies Program examined the social and
ecological implications of land ownership change and land conversion and ways in which
communities can cultivate and capitalize on potential synergies emerging from alliances between
old and new while simultaneously mitigating the conflicts that can arise with increasing rural
heterogeneity.
Hannah Gosnell, in the Department of Geosciences, continued to work on a project, How Does
Oregon’s State Land Use Planning System Affect Rural Sustainability? Collaborative,
Multidisciplinary Learning in the Klamath Basin, funded by the Rural Studies Program’s
Innovative Project Fund. This project engaged Klamath Basin citizens and decision-makers in an
analysis of how Oregon’s current land use planning system affects agricultural landowners’
ability to manage their land and water sustainability. The original project will expand during the
2007-2008 school year with additional funding from the IWW-USGS minigrant program.
Gosnell will continue to study the relationships between land ownership change and land use
change in the emergence of new forms of environmental governance in order to more effectively
engage private landowners and tribal members.
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Roger Hammer in the Department of Sociology has several projects that address wildland-urban
interface (WUI), in collaboration with the University of Wisconsin and the U.S. Forest Service.
Hammer and his collaborators define wildland-urban interface as the area where structures and
other human development meet or intermingle with undeveloped wildland. Population
deconcentration in the United States has resulted in rapid development in the outlying fringe of
metropolitan areas and in rural areas with attractive recreational and aesthetic amenities,
especially forests (Radeloff, Stewart, and Hammer, 2007). Several of the projects, including
Evaluating Forest and Range Land Development in the Western U.S., analyze patterns of
housing development and WUI change in Washington, Oregon and California. Hammer’s
project, Growth in the Wildland Urban Interface and its Implications for Wildland Fire Use,
has many implications for land management in rural Oregon communities.
In international efforts, Monica Fisher in the Department of Agricultural and Resource
Economics is a co-PI on The Co-Production of Land Use and Livelihood Change in Rural
Malawi, a grant funded through the National Science Foundation, Human and Social Dynamics.
The interdisciplinary research integrates household surveys, economic household models,
geographic information systems, and historical analysis to analyze the concept of co-production
as a feature of livelihood and land use systems in southern Malawi.

Image provided courtesy of Oregon Department of Agriculture

Food Systems and Food Insecurity
For some rural communities in Oregon and the U.S., the food and agricultural sector is a main
basic industry, and this sector is increasingly affected by both global agricultural policies and
trends and consumer demand in urban areas. Rural Studies Program faculty and students
examine the operation and multiple local effects of the global food system in Oregon
communities and beyond. During the past year, they explored both global and local food and
agricultural systems (including local connections of production, processing and consumption in
rural communities and their surrounding regions) and factors affecting food insecurity in rural
and urban places.
Faculty and graduate students in Anthropology studied rural-city integration between specialized
farmers/ranchers and niche markets, farmers’ markets, and food banks. This study will be
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enriched by a four-week community-based summer course on qualitative methods that focuses
on the food system in a remote rural community. These students will engage with community
members in doing interviews and focus groups about the food system in each community and its
regional linkages.
In the early part of this decade, Oregon households were among the most food insecure in the
nation. Mark Edwards in the Department of Sociology has been examining State Agency and
NGO Impacts on Well Being of Vulnerable Populations in West Coast States: The Case of
Food Insecurity and Hunger with support from the West Coast Poverty Center. This project
explores how coordinated efforts by agencies and NGOs, differing economic conditions, and
state population and geographic characteristics, influenced measured rates of hunger and food
insecurity. The results will make clearer why some states showed increases and other decreases
in food insecurity and hunger, during a time that the US hunger and food insecurity rate rose. By
comparing states, the study will help resolve a specific question about whether program efforts
or other factors impacted the food security situation of state populations, and will inform debate
about whether program implementation can really improve well-being for vulnerable
populations. This project builds on previous work with faculty in the Departments of Public
Health and Agricultural and Resource Economics on food insecurity in Oregon. Their work has
been published in the Journal of Agricultural and Resource Economics and in Social Indicators.
Published estimates of food insecurity rates are available at the national and state level. State and
local officials, however, want such information at the local level in order to better target food
assistance. MPP graduate student, Jay Grussing, addressed this problem in his MPP essay,
“Predicting County-Level Food Insecurity and Hunger in Oregon.” Grussing’s essay (1)
assesses the complexity in utilizing a state level model to predict county level food insecurity
and hunger rates, (2) constructs county estimates derived from the socioeconomic model defined
in Tapogna et al. (2004), and (3) assesses the county level estimates by comparing the results
with available region-and-county level data relevant to food insecurity and hunger.

Climate Change
Rural communities are particularly vulnerable to climate change because their internal capacity
and infrastructure to deal with enormous change is limited. As the U.S. Global Change Research
Program (2007) concluded in a recent study: “Because rural populations and their communities
are highly dependent on the natural resources…they are at risk from climate change and from
potential increases in climate variability. Rural economies…are economically vulnerable due to
lower profits and tax bases, fewer resources, and their reliance on livestock and cropping systems
that are often stressed.”

12

OSU Rural Studies Program
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Photo by Matt Scoggin from flickr.com
Rural Studies faculty this year began to expand
their efforts in climate change research as part of
the Long Term Ecological Research project.
Working with scientists at Oregon State
University and the H.J. Andrews Long Term
Ecological Research site in Oregon’s Cascade
Mountains, the Climate Change research strand
examines the evidence for climate change and the
effects of climate change. Data collected at the
H.J. Andrews site and through various projects at
OSU will be used in coming years to understand
the nature and potential impacts of climate
change. Particular attention will be paid to the
impact of expected changes in precipitation and temperature in the Pacific Northwest: less
snowfall and more rain would result in less snowmelt in summer and early fall, which could
negatively affects fisheries, both irrigated and dry-land farming, ranching, winter and summer
recreation, and the quantity and quality of urban water supplies (Office of Washington State
Climatologist, 2007). Brent Steel in the Department of Political Science will work with Denise
Lach in the Department of Sociology and others to further develop this project on climate change
in rural communities.

There will also be an international research component to this project, which will include a
comparative study of rural communities and climate change in Eastern Europe. Based on our
previous National Academies of Science INTREU grant examining natural resource management
and environmental policy in Bulgaria, we will select several comparable rural Bulgarian
communities and implement the research protocol developed for the U.S. context.

Outreach and Engagement
The Rural Studies Program provides community leaders with research-based information about
their local social and economic conditions, the context
within which they must make decisions, and effective
strategies for achieving various community
development objectives. With the additional support of
the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative, the Rural
Studies Program has extended its reach to communities
across the state of Oregon. The Program focuses on
empowering local communities through partnerships
and community-specific research to make informed
decisions about economic well-being and community
vitality. Throughout the past year, the Program has
Photo by Voodoo Angel from flickr.com helped state policymakers understand the implications
of certain policy choices, supplied local leaders with information about policy impacts, and
gathered information from city officials about their needs and concerns.
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Community Indicators
A major effort of the Rural Studies Program continues to be in the area of community indicators.
The economic, social, institutional and environmental indicators are used by communities to help
understand, identify and quantify the strengths and weaknesses of their communities (Beleiciks,
2007). The OSU Rural Studies Program has partnered with the Ford Family Foundation and
University of Oregon’s Public Policy, Planning, and Management program on a Community
Indicators Project. This project began in 2005-2006 with funding from the Ford Family
Foundation and continued through the 2006-2007 school year. Through both outreach and
teaching, this project helped develop a set of indicators to be used by local governments and
community development organizations. Future extensions of this project include a Rural
Community Explorer which will help local communities access uniform and consistent
indicators to evaluate the performance of their community.
Flaxen Conway, in Oregon Sea Grant Extension, along with Bryan Tilt, worked with rural
coastal communities on a Rural Studies Program Innovative Project titled Improving
Community Profiles for Oregon Coastal Fishing Communities. This project used innovative
methods and community researchers in a peer outreach and collaborative learning model to
gather community data. This project creates “long profiles” that include critical information
under a broad heading of “fishing community perceptions.” Project staff partnered with
community researchers in Garibaldi, Newport, and Port Orford who are involved in planning,
research, and analyzing community data. This project leveraged an additional $70,000 from
various sources including the Port Liaison Project and the Northwest Fisheries Science Center.
Anthropology student Christina Package will complete a Master’s thesis using data from this
project.

Community Economic Analysis
In Oregon County Fairs: An Economic Impact Analysis, Bruce Sorte, Extension Economist in
the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, studied three county fairs and their
year round activities in order to assess their impact on local economies within their respective
counties. Sorte found the economic effects of county fairs in traditional financial measurements
to be significant. The fairs help retain natural resource-based businesses, increase productivity,
retain local expenditures, attract consumers and potential residents, and build social capital. An
area where county fairs’ economic effects provide a contribution greater than many organizations
is that of bringing people together, particularly youth, and building social capital. That social
capital can help communities run more efficiently and increase their capabilities to bounce back
quickly from economic shocks.

Engaging Latino Leaders in Rural Communities
The Rural Studies Program received an OSU Extension Innovative Grant in order to develop
and pilot a program that would provide leadership training to Latino men and women during
2006-2007. This project will empower the men to become more involved in their schools, local
governments, and even in the state policy process on issues that are of concern to them. The
project, Strengthening Oregon’s Communities: Latino Community Leadership Program,
adapted materials from existing leadership programs to make it cultural appropriate. MPP
graduate student, Sara Curiel, wrote an MPP essay that details the process of developing the
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Latino Community Leadership Program from a scan of needs to the implementation of the pilot
program in two Oregon communities.

Engaging Youth in Rural Communities
This year Rural Studies faculty and graduate students designed two projects that take University
courses to high school students in rural Oregon communities. The first project, Engaging Rural
Youth in a Geographic Evaluation of the Impacts of Dam Removal on Sustainability in the
Upper Klamath Basin, Oregon, took issues surrounding sustainable development to students at
Chiloquin High School. New Rural Studies faculty members Hannah Gosnell in the Department
of Geosciences and Lena Etuk in Extension Family and Community Development worked with
two graduate students, Jason Hatch and Kelley Thomas, to design and offer a course to 15 high
school seniors. This project sought to strengthen the capacity of rural youth and to excite them
about field geography. Students were introduced to the tools for geographic analysis, and they
used these new tools to explore the concepts of sustainability through the assessment of the
social and ecological impacts of dam removal in their community. A Ph.D. student in Applied
Anthropology, Peter Little, worked with community members in Alsea to develop a course for
middle school students. Students will use anthropological methods for asset mapping in the
Alsea community.

Partnerships
The Rural Studies Program continues to develop strategic partnerships with communities,
nonprofits, and government agencies in order to better address rural issues in
Oregon and beyond. A memorandum of understanding is being developed
between the Wallowa Mountain Institute and the Rural Studies Program that
will create a partnership for community engagement in Wallowa County that
focuses on developing new approaches to problem solving, prevention, and opportunity
development through education, research and outreach. Other partnerships with the Governor’s
Office of Rural Policy and the Ford Family Foundation have expanded during 2006-2007.
These partnerships provide resources, both financial and knowledge-based, to strengthen the
Rural Studies Program’s ability to provide services, research, and outreach to scholars, students,
and Oregon’s rural communities.

Conference and Engagement Workshop
In November of 2006, the Rural Studies Program hosted its Fall Symposium, The Engaged
University: Building University-Community Partnerships, co-sponsored with the Western Rural
Development Center. The symposium featured Kenneth Reardon from Cornell University and
John Allen from the Western Rural Development Center. Reardon of Cornell University
discussed his experiences in East St. Louis, Missouri and laid out a plan for effective community
engagement. Allen described his successful partnerships in rural communities in western states.
Top university and community leaders were invited to speak to an audience of university and
extension faculty along with their community partners.
On the evening of November 20th, the Rural Studies Program also co-sponsored a community
address by Kenneth Reardon. In Rebuilding the Big Easy: The Challenge of Multi-University
Partnerships in Post-Disaster New Orleans, Reardon discussed community-based planning in
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severely distressed urban neighborhoods and alternative approaches to community development
in post-Katrina New Orleans.
On November 21, Kenneth Reardon led a half day workshop for University faculty and their
community partners on Building University-Community Partnership. About 40 participants
representing eight University-Community partnerships attended the event. The discussion also
included the challenges of university-community partnerships and the role of the university.
Several of the participating teams continued their partnership discussions following the
conference. The draft MOU between OSU Rural Studies Program and the Wallowa Mountain
Institute is one example of the strengthened partnerships resulting from the Fall Symposium.

Plan of Work for 2007 – 2008
The Rural Studies Program, with the support of the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative,
continued in 2006 – 2007 to create academic opportunities in rural communities for
undergraduate and graduate students; started building a research program on issues that are
important to rural people and places nationally and internationally; and helped Oregon’s rural
communities address local and regional concerns. In the upcoming year of 2007 – 2008, the
Rural Studies Program will focus on establishing an institute of rural community studies.
Building on unprecedented collaborations between seven colleges and ten departments, an
Institute can help to make OSU a national leader in assisting rural communities while also
providing dynamic, adaptive programs in academics, research and outreach. The Category I
proposal for the institute will be submitted in Fall of 2007.

Academic Programs
The Program received an invitation in July from the National Science Foundation Integrative
Graduate Education and Research Traineeship Program (IGERT) to submit a full proposal
based upon its Rural Sustainability IGERT pre-proposal submitted in April 2007. The Rural
Studies Program will propose a graduate education program that builds an interdisciplinary
faculty-student research and learning community to train PhD students in social and
environmental sciences to understand the sustainability of complex rural economic and social
systems. This IGERT in Rural Sustainability
would create a PhD minor in Rural
Sustainability, building on Oregon State
University’s national leadership in Rural Studies
and top-ranked natural resource colleges; its
strong historical ties and geographic proximity to
a very diverse rural landscape; and its major
investment in the Sustainable Rural Communities
Initiative that is creating a new and unique model
of university/community engagement.
The Program will continue to offer an array of
multidisciplinary courses to undergraduate and
graduate students in the area of rural studies. Most of these courses will provide experiential
Photo by sfsuperstar from flickr.com
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learning opportunities outside of the classroom and will build upon previous successes. In 2007 –
2008, the Rural Studies Program will continue to establish itself on campus for innovative and
exciting courses that engage a diverse set of students, faculty, and community members. The
Program will continue to offer Communities and Natural Resources (FOR 599/699), Culture of
Food, Hunger, and Poverty (ANTH 499/599), and Learning Through Listening: Native
American Issues in Rural Oregon Communities (ES 499/599). This will be the third offering
for each of these courses in the third year of the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative.
In addition, the Rural Studies Program and the Department of Anthropology are launching a new
experiential course in qualitative methods. Nancy Rosenberger and Joan Gross created the new
course to be offered Summer of 2007. This course, Ethnographic Field Methods (ANTH
499/599), takes students and faculty members to Lakeview, Oregon. The class will research
questions regarding the quality of life in Lakeview for young people, the elderly, and people with
low-incomes. One focus of the research will be food security.
Rural Studies faculty will also offer AREC/PS 507 Politics and Policy in Natural Resources
and Rural Communities in Fall 2007. This year the course will focus on Federal policies on
shared-revenues to local governments from federal lands. This issue has become critical to many
rural counties in the past year. The shared timber revenues that have historically been a major
source of revenue for many rural counties may only
be available for one more year as the Federal
government decides what level of payments, if any,
to make to counties in which the federal government
owns land. Students will have the opportunity to
learn about federal land management policy changes
over the last century, the forces for change and the
impacts of changes in policy on local people and
Photo by fetopher from flickr.com
places. After students have studied the origin and
evolution of Federal policy and the options being considered, they will have the opportunity to
interact with Federal legislators and agency officials, state legislators and county government
officials who will be invited to share their knowledge and perspectives on the situation and
alternatives being considered.

Research
A unifying and cutting-edge aspect of our research program is the development of a Long Term
Community Research (LTCR) program at Oregon State University. Modeled loosely on the
Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) program, the LTCR will be an interdisciplinary panel
study of rural community dynamics that combines (1) long-term tracking and modeling of
community social, economic, environmental and institutional indicators; (2) long-term geospatial
monitoring of land use, demographic and economic change; and (3) information from qualitative
research and formal interviews of community members that explores both economic and social
community dynamics and the impacts of public policy changes “on the ground.” The LTCR
program will be developed over the next three years
One of the most vexing issues for many rural Oregon communities is the funding of county
services under the state’s property tax limitation as Federal payments to counties have become
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much more uncertain after timber harvests declined in the 1990s. An initial step in the
development of the LTCR program is a research project that examines this issue: Changing
Federal County Payments Policy and Rural Oregon Counties: Impacts and Options. This 18month study is funded by the Ford Family Foundation, the Association of Oregon Counties, and
the Eastern Oregon Rural Alliance. It will focus on the impacts of the reduction in Federal
payments to counties on local services and citizen/community well-being. Congress’ recent
action to extend the “Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act of 2000”
(PL106-393) for only one year has opened for many rural Oregon governments the prospect of
serious budgetary shortfalls in 2008-2009 and beyond. Rural Studies researchers will analyze the
impacts of the reduced Federal land payments to counties on the services provided by county
government in Oregon. They will assess its potential impact on citizens, businesses and
institutions. The project will also examine county government options for managing these
impacts and state and federal government options for reducing negative impacts.
The Rural Studies Program research effort will continue to expand during the 2007 – 2008
academic year. Rural Studies program faculty received 22 grants and contracts last year that
generated over $1 million to support research and evaluation projects in rural areas during the
next several years. Funded research will focus on a diverse set of programs and issues that are
critical to community economic and social viability in rural areas. Research will examine such
issues as land use changes in rural areas; governance structures for resource use and
conservation; financing social services and roads in rural counties; policies and programs
affecting food insecurity and poverty; how rural people make ends meet in a third world context;
and programs for enhancing parenting skills and improving the health of rural youth.
Interdisciplinary teams of faculty will collaborate to conduct and publish research that advances
knowledge and understanding of each of these issues within a rural context and especially as
they pertain to rural Oregon.

Outreach
In collaboration with the Oregon State University Library and building on investments made by
the Ford Family Foundation in 2006 – 2007 in the Rural Community Indicators project, the Rural
Studies Program will develop the Rural Community Explorer, a web-based information
portal/archive that will allow community residents and officials, agencies and businesses,
universities, and philanthropic organizations to access county and community specific
information. The specific information to be
developed in Phase I of the Rural Community
Explorer will include: (1) social, economic
and environmental indicators of community
vitality, incorporated into a community
prosperity model for each community; (2)
relevant social, economic, environmental and
demographic profiles of each community; and
(3) related community-specific spatial/map
data, relevant reports and documents, news
articles, maps, and photos from the library
Photo by roadside pictures from flickr.com
archives and other sources. The Explorer will
be designed to permit ease of use by the public. If the financial support requested from the Ford
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Family Foundation is secured, Phase I of the Rural Community Explorer will be developed in the
fall of 2007, with anticipated opening to public use in the spring of 2008.
As part of the Rural Studies Program’s commitment to sharing knowledge and understanding of
rural issues, the Program will host two conferences that build upon the efforts of affiliated
faculty and tie together our teaching, research, and outreach efforts. First, on October 1-2, 2007,
the Rural Studies Program will host its Fall Symposium, Collaborative Governance in the West:
Prospects, Problems, and Theory, in collaboration with the Institute for Natural Resources, the
Institute for Water and Watersheds, the Master of Public Policy Program, and the Thomas S.
Foley Institute for Public Policy and Public Service at Washington State University. This
symposium will examine the issues surrounding collaborative governance of environmental and
natural resource issues in the Western United States. Leading researchers and practitioners in the
field will give public presentations and lead roundtable discussions on the current state and
future direction of collaborative governance.
The Rural Studies Program is also planning to develop an annual conference for CommunityBased Research as a collaboration with OSU’s Division of Outreach and Engagement. Based on
the success of the Fall 2006 conference on Community-University Partnerships, the conference
will feature the work of OSU researchers and Extension faculty who are involved in participatory
and community-based research. The conference will seek to share methods for building
successful research projects in partnership with local communities.
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Appendix A: 2006 – 2007 Selected Publications, Grants, and
Presentations of Rural Studies Faculty

Publications
Berry, H., Bowman, S. R., Hernandez, R. & Pratt, C. (2006). Evaluation tool for community
development teams. Journal of Extension.
Carpenter , Stephen R., Barbara J. Benson, Reinette Biggs, Jonathan W. Chipman, Jonathan, A.
Foley, Shaun A. Golding, Roger B. Hammer, Paul C. Hanson, Pieter T.J. Johnson, Amy M.
Kamarainen, Timothy K. Kratz, Richard C. Lathrop, Katherine D. McMahon, Bill Provencher,
James A. Rusak, Christopher T. Solomon, Emily H. Stanley, Monica G. Turner, M. Jake Vander
Zanden, Chin-Hsien Wu, Hengliang Yuan. 2007. “Understanding Regional Change:
Comparison of Two Lake Districts.” Bioscience 57(4):323-335.
Edwards, Mark. 2007. “Changes in Oregon Hunger and Food Insecurity.” April.
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/ChangesInOregonHunger03-05.pdf
Edwards, Mark, Melissa Torgerson, and Jennifer Sattem. 2006. “Homeless Youth Services in
Douglas County: From Two Perspectives.” RSP Working Paper #06-03, OSU.
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/RSP06-03.pdf
Fisher, Monica and Gerald Shively. 2007. Improved agricultural technology and tropical forest
pressure: The case of Malawi’s Starter Pack Scheme. Journal of Agricultural and Resource
Economics forthcoming.
Fisher, Monica. 2007. Why is U.S. poverty higher in nonmetropolitan than in metropolitan
areas? Growth and Change forthcoming.
Gonzalez-Abraham, Charlotte E., Volker C. Radeloff, Roger B. Hammer, Todd J. Hawbaker,
Susan I. Stewart, and Murray K. Clayton. In Press. “Building density and landscape pattern
from 1938 to 1998 in northern Wisconsin, USA.” Ecological Applications.
Gonzalez-Abraham, Charlotte, E., Volker C. Radeloff, Roger B. Hammer, Todd J. Hawbaker,
Susan I. Stewart, and Murray K. Clayton. In Press. “Effects of building density, landownership,
and land cover on landscape fragmentation in northern Wisconsin, USA.” Landscape Ecology.
Gosnell, H., J. H. Haggerty, and P. Byorth. 2007. Ranch ownership change and new approaches
to water resource management in Southwestern Montana: Implications for fisheries. Journal of
the American Water Resources Association.
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Gosnell, H., J. H. Haggerty and W. R. Travis. 2006. Ranchland ownership change in the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem, 1990-2001: Implications for conservation. Society and Natural
Resources 19(8):743-758.
Grussing, Jay and Mark Edwards. 2006. “Non-metropolitan Hunger and Food Insecurity in the
Northwest.” RSP Working Paper #06-02, OSU.
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/RSP06-02.pdf
Grussing, Jay and Mark Edwards. 2006. “Changes in Oregon Hunger and Food Insecurity.”
http://ruralstudies.oregonstate.edu/Publications/ChangesInOregonHunger.pdf
Hammer, Roger B., Volker C. Radeloff, Jeremy S. Fried, and Susan I. Stewart. In Press.
“Wildland-urban interface housing growth during the 1990s in California, Oregon, and
Washington.” International Journal of Wildland Fire.
Lepczyk, Christopher. A., Roger B. Hammer, Susan I. Stewart, and Volker C. Radeloff. In
Press. “Spatiotemporal dynamics of housing growth hotspots in the North Central U.S. from
1940-2000.” Landscape Ecology.
Lepczyk, Christopher A., Curtis H. Flather, Volker C. Radeloff, Anna M. Pidgeon, Roger B.
Hammer, and Jianguo Liu. In Press. “Human impacts on regional avian diversity and
abundance.” Conservation Biology.
MacTavish, K. & Salamon, S. (2007). The wrong side of the tracks: Social inequality and
mobile home park residence. Community Development, 38: 74-91.
MacTavish, K. (2007). Reaching for success from a place seen as “second best”: Social class,
trailer park residence and youth development. In Family Focus (pp. F12-F14). Minneapolis, MN:
National Council on Family Relations.
Manoogian, M., Bowman, S. R., & Driscoll, D. M. (2007). Strengthening our partnering efforts
to aid rural, low-income families by listening to employer experiences. Journal of Extension 45
(1).
MacTavish, K., McClelland, M. M., Gray, L. A., Bowman, S., Burgy, L., & Moran, P. (2006).
Community-linked teaching strategies: Promoting experiential learning in human services.
Human Services Education, 26: 99-111.
Pidgeon, Anna M., Volker C. Radeloff, Curt H. Flather, Christopher A. Lepczyk, Murray K.
Clayton, Todd Jerome Hawbaker, and Roger B. Hammer. In Press. The association of forest
bird species richness with housing density and landscape patterns across the United States.”
Ecological Applications.
Salamon, S. & MacTavish, K. (in press). Rural Communities. In N. Thrift & R. Kitchin (Eds.),
International encyclopedia of human geography, London: Elsevier. (Scheduled for release
August 2008).
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Steel, Brent. “Common Sense versus Symbolism: The Case for Public Involvement in the Old
Growth Debate.” in Thomas Spies and Sally Duncan (eds.) Old Growth in a New World:
Ecological and Social Perspectives on Forest Conservation in the Pacific Northwest. (Island
Press, forthcoming).
Stewart, Susan I., Volker C. Radeloff, and Roger B. Hammer. In Press. “Defining the
Wildland Urban Interface.” Journal of Forestry.
Van Auken, Paul M., Roger B. Hammer, Paul R. Voss, and Daniel L. Veroff. 2006. “The
American Community Survey in counties with ‘seasonal’ populations.” Population Research
and Policy Review 25(3):275–292.
Weatherspoon, J., Bowman, S., Hernandez, R., & Pratt, C. (2006). Using age-paced parenting
newsletters as teaching tools in home visitation programs with at-risk Mexican immigrant
families. Forum for Family and Consumer Issues.
Weber, Bruce, Alex Marré, Monica Fisher, Robert Gibbs, and John Cromartie. (2007).
Education’s effect on poverty: The role of migration. Review of Agricultural Economics
29(3):437-445.Fall.
Weber, Bruce A., “Rural Poverty: Why Should States Care and What Can State Policy Do?”
Journal of Regional Analysis and Policy, Vol. 37(1): 48-52, 2007. http://www.jrapjournal.org/pastvolumes/2000/v37/F37-1-weber.pdf

Grants
Bowman, Sally. Principal Investigator. (2006-2007). Oregon Family Nutrition Program, Food
and Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture, $4,096,209.
Bowman, Sally. Principal Investigator. (2006). Supporting parents in Wasco County parent
education initiative II, $25,080.
Bowman, Sally. Principal Investigator. (2006). Supporting parents in Wasco County parent
education initiative, $8,844.
Bowman, Sally. Principal Investigator. (2006). Early childhood grantee training. Oregon
Community Foundation, $24,500.
Bowman, Sally. Principal Investigator. (2006-2009). Enhancing the Skills of Parenting Program
II. The Ford Family Foundation, $500,000.
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Edwards, Mark. 2006. “State Agency and NGO Impacts on Well Being of Vulnerable
Populations in West Coast States: The Case of Food Insecurity and Hunger.” West Coast
Poverty Center ($14,800).
Edwards, Mark. 2006 “Assessing Homeless Youth Services in Douglas County.” Douglas
County Commission on Children and Families. ($5,000)
Fisher, Monica with Brent McCusker (West Virginia University) and Edward Carr (University
of South Carolina). National Science Foundation, Human and Social Dynamics. Project Title:
The Co-Production of Land Use and Livelihood Change in Rural Malawi. 2007-2008. $124,695.
MacTavish, Kate. Co-PI. Physical Activity and Rural Environments: Perspectives of Hispanic
and Non-Hispanic Youth. 2006-2007. College of Health and human Sciences- Venture Capital
Grant Fund. Funded at $17,429.
Gosnell H., Achterman, G., D. Lach, K. Peters, D. Tullos, L. Lyons, L. Etuk, and M. Meyers.
“Beyond Dollars and Acre Feet: Assessing the Social Sustainability of Emerging Environmental
Governance Structures and Restoration Efforts on “Off-Project” Irrigated Lands in the Upper
Klamath Basin” Institute for Water and Watersheds/USGS Small Grants Program, OSU (2007)
$10,000 from IWW, $22,658 OSU/non-federal
Gosnell, H., J. Hatch, K. Thomas, L. Etuk, K. Peters, L. Lyons. “Engaging Rural Youth in a
Geographic Evaluation of the Impacts of Dam Removal on Social Sustainability in the Upper
Klamath Basin, Oregon” MyCOE (My Community One Earth) Constellation Grant, Association
of American Geographers (2006)
Hammer, Roger B. Assessment of residential land use in the U.S. from 1940 to 2030. U.S.
Forest Service North Central Research Station, 2006-2011, $45,812.
Hammer, Roger B. Fire risk and WUI in Northern Wisconsin. U.S. Forest Service North
Central Research Station, 2006-2011, $99,003.
Hammer, Roger B. Growth in the Wildland Urban Interface and its implications for Wildland
Fire Use. U.S. Forest Service Rocky Mountain Research Station, 2006-2011, $55,400.
Hammer, Roger B. and Jeff Kline. Evaluating forest and range land development in the
western U.S. U.S. Forest Service Western Environmental Threat Assessment Center, 2006-2011,
$35,993.
Steel, Brent. Co-PI. “NEPA for the 21st Century: A Protocol for the Comparative Analysis of
other Organizations’ NEPA and Environmental Decision-Making Processes.” Pacific Northwest
Research Station, USDA Forest Service. (2006-2007).
Weber, Bruce, Monica Fisher, and Alexander Marre. Economic Research Service Resource
and Rural Economics Division Competitive Cooperative Agreement. Project Title: Education,
Migration, and Poverty. 2007-2008. $20,000.
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Presentations
Bogenschneider, K., Normandin, H., Onaga, E., Bowman, S., Puddefoot, G., & MacDermid, S.
Moving beyond bean counting: Evaluating educational policy efforts. Paper presented at the
National Council on Family Relations Conference, Minneapolis, MN, Nov. 10, 2006.
Bowman, S., Rennekamp, D., & Lanigan, J. Just in time parenting: National Extension
resources. Workshop at the Northwest Parenting and Family Education Conference, Vancouver
WA, March 15, 2007.
Bowman, S. Integration of newly released inmates into communities: A simulation. Northwest
Council on Family Relations Conference, Calgary, AB, June 22, 2006.
Bowman, S., Onaga, E., & Gordon, R. Why should you get involved in family policy? What
impacts can you expect? Invited panel presentation presented at the National Council on Family
Relations Conference, Minneapolis, MN, Nov. 7, 2006.
Bowman, S. Poverty Simulation Train the Trainer Workshops, Invited presentations sponsored
by the University of Hawaii – Manoa Cooperative Extension Service and Kamehameha Schools,
Sept. 28, 2006, and Feb. 4, 2007.
Edwards, Mark. “What Impacted Hunger in Oregon?” Linn-Benton Community College
Multicultural Center and Oxfam International “Hunger Banquet”. January 17, 2007 Albany,
OR.
Edwards, Mark. “Current Developments in Hunger Research.” Gates/Medina/Boeing
Foundations Working Group on Strategic Funding for the State of Washington. November 6,
2006. Portland, OR.
Gosnell, Hannah. “Western Futures, or Geographies of Hope (and Chagrin) in the New West.”
Invited Keynote Speaker. Bureau of Reclamation Lands, Recreation, Cultural Resources, and
Surveys Conference, Reno, NV, May 9, 2007.
Gosnell, Hannah. “New Approaches to Environmental Governance in the Upper Klamath
Basin.” Learning Through Listening: Native American Issues in Rural Oregon Seminar, Oregon
State University, March 27, 2007.
Gosnell, Hannah. “The Political Ecology of Ranch Ownership Change in the American West.”
Political Ecology Graduate Seminar, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR, March 7, 2007.
Gosnell, Hannah. “Multidisciplinary Research Adventures in the Klamath Basin.” Social
Sciences Research Roundtable, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, November 3, 2006.

24

OSU Rural Studies Program
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gosnell, Hannah. “When Ranching is for the Birds: the Socio-Ecological Effects of Agricultural
Landscape Change in the High Amenity American West.” Department of Geography, University
of Oregon, Eugene, OR, November 2, 2006.
Gosnell, Hannah. “Uneasy Neighbors, or Partners in Multifunctionality? Ownership
Heterogeneity and Transitional Moments and Spaces on Ranch Landscapes in the American
West.” The Sixth Quadrennial Conference of British, Canadian, and American Rural
Geographers, Spokane, WA, July 15-20, 2007.
Gosnell, Hannah. “Random Acts of Restoration? Towards an Assessment of the Efficacy and
Viability of Water Reallocation Strategies in the Upper Klamath Basin, Oregon.” International
Symposium on Society and Resource Management, Park City, UT, June 17-21, 2007.
Gosnell, Hannah. “New Approaches to Environmental Governance on Agricultural Landscapes
in the American West.” Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, San
Francisco, CA, April 17-21, 2007.
Gosnell, Hannah, Jason Hatch, Kelley Thomas, Lena Etuk, Kurt Peters, and Lindsey Lyons.
“Engaging Rural Youth in a Geographic Evaluation of the Impacts of Dam Removal on
Sustainability in the Upper Klamath Basin, Oregon.” Poster at Annual Meeting of the
Association of American Geographers, San Francisco, CA, April 17-21, 2007.
Gosnell, Hannah. “When Ranching is for the Birds (and Fish): Emerging Institutions for
Natural Resource Management in the Klamath Basin, Oregon.” AgriFood XIII: Annual Meeting
of the Australasian Agri-Food Research Network, Dunedin, NZ, November 27-December 1,
2006.
Hammer, Roger B. 2007. Session Organizer. Small Area Demography. The Annual Meeting
of the Population Association of America, New York, NY, March 29-31.
Johnson, Kenneth M., Paul R. Voss, Roger B. Hammer, and Guangqing Chi. 2007. The Impact
of Spatially Proximate Population Concentrations on Migration. The Annual Meeting of the
Population Association of America, New York, NY, March 29-31.
Notter, M. & MacTavish, K. Pathways toward family resilience in a rural trailer park. A poster
presented at the annul meeting of the National Council on Family Relations in Minneapolis, MN.
November 2006.
Onaga, E., Bowman, S., Puddefoot, G., MacDermid, S., & Bogenschneider, K. Getting research into
the hands of state policymakers. Interactive roundtable presented at the National Council on Family
Relations Conference, Minneapolis, MN, Nov. 8, 2006.
Radeloff, Volker C., Roger B. Hammer, and Susan I. Stewart. 2006. Sprawl in the
Northwoods. Plenary lecture at the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Leadership
Team Meeting, December 5, Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.
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Weber, B., Impact of Changes in Social Safety Net on Rural People and Places. National
Advisory Committee on Rural Health and Human Services, Washington DC, February 28, 2007.
Weber, B., Some Thoughts on Sustainable Rural Communities. Office of Rural Policy Advisory
Committee, Salem OR, April 19, 2007.
Weber, B., Some Thoughts on Sustainable Communities. Science and Math Education Seminar,
Corvallis OR, April 3, 2007.
Weber, B., Marre, A., Education, Migration, and Poverty. Rural Studies Seminar, Corvallis OR,
March 7, 2007.

Selected Professional Activities, Awards or Honors
Bowman, Sally. Western Region Second Place Award, Communications - Educational
Curriculum for Hunger Simulation. National Extension Association of Family and Consumer
Sciences Association. 2007.
Bowman, Sally. Educational Curriculum Package Team Award for Hunger Simulation. Oregon
Extension Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Association, 2007.
Weber, Bruce. Visionary Leadership Recognition. Epsilon Sigma Phi, Western Region.
November 2006.
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Appendix B: Course Offerings with Significant Rural Content
Course Title
*ANTH 599: The Culture of Food,
Poverty, and Hunger
ANTH 581: Natural Resources and
Community Values
ANTH 582: World Food & Culture
Implications of Intl Ag Dev
ANTH 584: Wealth and Poverty
ANTH 599: Ethnographic Field
School
*AREC/PS/SOC 407: Current Issues
in Rural Policy (E-campus)
*AREC/PS/SOC 505: Community
Indicators and Rural Sustainability
AREC/PS/SOC 505: Politics and
Policy in Natural Resources and Rural
Communities
AREC 454/554: Rural Development
Economics and Policy
*ES 499/599: Learning Through
Listening
*FOR 599/699: Communities and
Natural Resources
GEO 520: Geography of Resource
Use
GEO 523: Land Use
GEO 552: Principles and Practices of
Rural and Resource Planning
HDFS 447/547: Families and Poverty

SOC 460/560: Comparative Societies
SOC 466/566: International
Development-Gender Issues
SOC 475/575: Rural-Urban Sociology
SOC 580: Environmental Sociology
SOC 481/581: Society and Natural
Resources
SOC 485/585: Consensus and Natural
Resources
*SOC 507: Contemporary Rural
Issues Seminar
*SOC 599: Rural Communities and
Demography

2004-2005 2005-2006
Fall 2004
Winter 2005
Winter 2005

Fall 2005,
Winter 2006
Fall 2005
Winter 2006
Fall 2005

2006-2007

2007-2008

Fall 2006

Fall 2007

Winter 2007

Spring 2008

Fall 2006

Winter 2006
Summer 2007
Spring 2006

Fall 2006
Spring 2007
Fall 2006º

Fall 2007
Spring 2008

Fall 2007º

Fall 2004

Fall 2006

Fall 2007

Spring 2006

Spring 2007

Spring 2008

Fall 2005

Fall 2006

Fall 2007

Fall 2004

Fall 2005

Fall 2006

Fall 2007

Winter 2005

Spring 2006

Fall 2006
Winter 2007
Winter 2007

Fall 2007

Fall 2004
Winter 2005
Spring 2005
Winter 2005
Spring 2005

Spring 2006

Fall 2006
Winter 2007
Spring 2007

Fall 2007
Winter 2008
Spring 2008

Spring 2007

Spring 2008

Spring 2005

Winter 2006

Spring 2005
Winter 2007
Winter 2006
Spring 2006
Spring 2005

Spring 2008
Fall 2007
Winter 2008
Winter 2008
Summer 2007

Winter 2007
Spring 2007
Winter 2007

Fall 2007
Winter 2008
Spring 2008
Fall 2007

*Indicates a course developed/expanded as a result of the Sustainable Rural Communities Initiative. Several, but not all, of these
courses are supported with funds from the Initiative.
ºIndicates a course offered as part of a special, ongoing project.

