SUMMARY GFT@E 1965=66 CRAB SE%@‘T SAMPLING AND
PROJECTED LANDINGS
INTRODUCTION

The Shellfish Investigation samples the cm‘b}‘ca'&;ch along the Oregon
goant each year for shell conditicn as an index Yo meat yield and suitability
of seascon opening dates. In addition %o sampling for condition, a nu‘xﬂber, of
animsls sre sempled for width frequencies to determine the mean size af crabs
caught and percentage of recruitment from the previocus years sublegsal atécka.
The following report summavizes the results of the 1965-65 geason samplmge

The 1965-66 program of sampling commeorcial crab 1andings was hamﬁereld ;
by price disputes and poor marksting conditions. Consequently only a,boﬁ_t
50% of the number of crabs usually sampled were examined. During February ahd
March a promotional program was initiated and the market improved to some
extent, however, several fishermen quit fishing early and stated that legal
cratwere still available, but a weak market and the opening of the sa.lmon
season precluded continusd creb fishing, Some fishermen went on a voluntary

6 Yz-inch minimum size to maintain a market late in the season.

Condition Sampling

Crab condition, as baged on shell conditicn, was good in mid December
when the first landings vere mede., ‘The pexr cent of scf'tshell crabs at this
time ranged from 2-12% along the coast and steadily decreased until thé |
completion of sampling in Mzy. A total of 5,847 crabs was sampled at Astoria,

Tillamook, Newport, Coos Bay, Fort Orford, and Brookings.

Widtin Frequencies

0f the total number of crabe sempled, 3,689 (63%) were measured for width

freguencies, Figure 1. The mean size was 174.2 mm or 6.9 inches, as compared

to 169.9 mm or 6.7 inches in the 1964-65 season.
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Thie increase in size was the result of bvetier growing conditions somevime
during the life of this group of crabs. Insufficient information is available

to identily the conditions causing such growth.

landings

Ura® landings from December 1965-April 1966 totsled 8.0 million pounds as
compsred t0 6.7 million pounds during the entire 1964-65 meason. It ia
estimated that the 1965-66 season will exceed 9.0 million pounds, This will
be the bsst crab sesson since 196061 when 11.3 million pounds were landed
(Figure 2}. The landings over the past 20 yearc bawve averaged 7.5=8.0 million
pourds per year. IFisherman intorviews have indicated good numbers of mﬁles
o§é£ 6‘yﬁ iﬁéﬁéé“éﬁill available in the ocean which provide an cpti@iafici
outlook féﬁltﬁe‘coming 1966-(7 season. |

Coe Do Snow
July 21, 1966
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