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Once earnest money has been put down on a

house or a lot on which to place a house or a
mobile home, it is too late to ask questions about
some important aspects of a homesite. The purpose of this publication is to list in summary form
many of the questions that should be asked, and

// //
,

to indicate who can best provide the answers.
Time may be saved by following the approximate

order of the inquiries as listed below. If the
answers received at any one point indicate that
the property would not be desirable, a new start
can be made investigating another property.
It is assumed that consideration has already
been given to the suitability of the property for
the type of house being planned, including how
the house will be oriented on the site. It is also
assumed that all features of the neighborhood and
community facilities have been investigated and
are satisfactory.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY is essential to identifying it accurately when asking
for information. In a city, the street address is
sufficient. Outside the city, know the distance
from main roads and crossroads, and the name

of the present owner. Then visit the County

Assessor. Be sure to get the tax lot numbers, the appraised value, and when the property will be reappraised. If the present owner
of the property is not known, that information is available in the assessor's office.

WATER is essential to a homesite. Property
that is served by a city water supply may be
sufficient in quantity, but it would be well to
check this with others in the neighborhood
and with the Water Department. Ask about

any restrictions on the use of water, and
how the water cost is determined. What future
increase in water is likely, what will this do to

the water supply? Is pressure adequate now,
will it drop if others build in that area?

Neighbors on a privately owned water
supply system should be questioned about
pressure, quality, and capacity of the water
system. Ask for details on how costs for the

water system are paidis the price of the
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system included in the cost of the lot, or is it
paid separately? What about operating and
maintenance costswho is responsible, how
much do costs average?

If a well has to be drilled on a piece of
property, the earnest money contract should
specify that the purchase is conditional on a
well bringing in water of both adequate quantity and quality. Consider who will pay the
cost of drilling a well that is not useable.
QUALITY of water means the amount of

hardness and the mineral content. Iron is
troublesome because of staining, and hardness leaves deposits in pipes and equipment
and makes laundry and dishwashing more
difficult. Ask the Extension Service (County
Extension Agent) if the state university will

analyze a sample of water for a nominal
sum, and what procedures to follow. Ask
for tests of hardness, iron, and arsenic (if in an

arsenic area), nitrate (if small babies are in
the family), and what should be done if the

is suitable for a septic tank. Is the potential
disposal area down slope from the house so
effluent can flow by gravity? Can a pumper
truck gain access to clean a septic tank? Unless

a septic tank permit can be obtained, or the
property is on an existing sewer line, the site
cannot be used for a residence.
Some subdivisions have private sewer systems. Ask who owns and who will maintain
the system, how adequate is the system if the
area is expanded. Be sure the system has been

approved by the appropriate department of
the State.

4. TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS can be determined in the office of the County Assessor. The
amount of back taxes due should be noted.

Check on assessments for sewer, water,
street, sidewalk, and street lighting.

water is not of good quality for domestic use.

Water softening equipment and iron filters
may be needed.

PURITY of water can be determined by
submitting a sample to the Counttj Health Department (ask for instructions on how to take
the sample).

It is important to know what district the
property is in for each of the following: police

protection, fire protection, and schools. The
tax department has this information. Do not
depend on the statements of anyone else. Fire
insurance rates are determined by the distance
from a fire department or fire hydrant.
Call the School District office to determine
school bus transportation details.

5. LEGAL RECORDS of property are kept in
the county office that is in charge of records.
Ask to see the deed or contract of sale to determine any restrictions that might have been
placed upon the use of the property, including
design of buildings or other stipulations. The

new deed that will be issued by the present
owner should also be read for such information. Check for any easements that have been
3. SEWER SYSTEM OR SEPTIC TANK is an
obvious requirement. The County Sanitarian
or Public Works Department of the city or
county can provide information on whether a
sewer line is available or when it may be provided, and how to find out whether the soil

given on the property. Have timber rights been
sold? Are there any water rights?

If a subdivision is involved, ask to see the
piat and check for restrictions. The responsibilities of a "homeowner's association" should
be checked, if such an association is organized.

6. ZONING REQUIREMENTS can be ascer-

7. STREETS, ROADS, SIDEWALKS, AND

tained by visiting the City or County Planning
Department. Ask about the uses permitted on

STREET LIGHTS are the responsibility of the
Department of Public Works, along with water
mains and sewers. Refer back to questions on
water and sewer discussed previously, and ask
more questions as a double-check, especially
on future plans.

the property, the height and size of buildings allowed, the minimum setbacks from the
side, rear, and street. Ask what building codes
are enforced.

Ask about the type of soil to determine

Ask about rules covering access to a public

if there is a possibility now or in the future of
objectionable odors, air pollution, noise pollution? What are the future plans for zoning, for
streets (especially arterials) and freeways?

road, and where a driveway might be put. If
a subdivision is involved, ask about maintenance of the road systemwho will do it? Ask
about the standards to which the subdivision
roads were built (if they do not meet county
standards, the county probably will not accept
themthis means additional expense for the
property owners). Check on the width of access to a county road required for financing
purposes.

Ask if the property is in a flood plain, if this

is at all likely. If so, inquire about federal
flood insurance.

Ask about the type of soil to determine
whether topsoil will need to be added. What
about drainage on this property and from surrounding land? Is there likely to be slippage
of soil? It may be necessary to visit the Soil
Conservation Office to get more information
about soil. The importance of this aspect of
property cannot be over-emphasized.

8. UTILITIES are necessities so be sure to find
out if electric power is available and at what
cost, what telephone service can be secured
and the cost, and possibly whether gas is piped
nearby. Perhaps fuel oil information should be
secured also, along with the garbage and trash
disposal situation. For an existing house, it
would be wise to check the bills for heating
during the past year, and the summer electric
cost for air conditioning. The means of heating

hot water in the house should be checked out
for cost, also.
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9. MAIL SERVICE should be checked with the
Post Office. Newspaper delivery, milk delivery,

or other delivery may be important to some
people. (Service calls of all kinds are more
expensive in rural areas.)

11. PRELIMINARY TITLE SEARCH can be requested by the buyer or the seller, with fulfillment of an earnest money agreement dependent upon the results of this search. A Title In-

surance Company does this work and also
issues title insurance. Questions can be asked

of an attorney concerning the need for title
insurance.

10. SURVEY of the property may be necessary to

determine the exact property lines. A registered surveyor's map may be available from
the present owner, or the subdivision plat can
be used if there is one. If the property has a

Prepared by Dorothy F. Brown, Extension Housing-Home
Furnishings Specialist, Oregon State University. The manu-

script was reviewed and approved for regional use by

slope and is being considered as a building site,
the contours involved should be discussed with

Extension specialists of the University of Idaho and Washington State University.

a building contractor or professional designer
or architect. The office of the Counttj Engineer keeps accurate records of all land surveys
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made iw its personnel. It also ieceives and
files copies of all land surveys made by other

governmental agencies, and by private surveyors and engineers in the County.
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