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Abstract

The roles of today’s grandparents 
have drastically changed from fifty 
years ago. Grandparents are now 
expected to give up their retirement 
and that “grandparent relationship”
to fill in the position of “parent” when 
the child’s parents can no longer do 
so. 

This can be a hardship for both 
the grandparents and the 
grandchildren. Grandchildren in the 
care of their grandparents are more 
likely to have needs and behavior 
problems. Grandparents raising 
grandchildren are more likely to 
experience increased depression, 
poverty, isolation and need 
assistance. 

There has been a 77% increase in 
grandparents raising their 
grandchildren, but there have 
actually been cuts in the funds and 
programs that would assist these 
families. 

Introduction
�Over 5.5 million children being 
cared for by grandparents 
(Sand, et. Al, 2000)

�~50% children have behavior 
problems & poor school 
performance (Thomas, et. Al, 
2000)

�Grandparents raising 
grandchildren are increasing 
while funds are decreasing 
(Kropf, 2003)

Literature Review
�Definition of grandparent has 
changed (Thomson, 2005)

·Roles & Expectations

�Lack of parental involvement

·Drugs & Alcohol

·Early Death

·Teen Pregnancy

·Many More!

�Grandparents need support

·”Too old for this” (Grinstead, 2003)

·Education (Thomas, 2000)

·Lack of Resources

·~50% in poverty (Sands, 2000)

�What are they missing?

· Earned Retirement

·Grandparent Relationship
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Millions of grandchildren living with grandparents (Grinstead, 2003)

Conclusions
�Grandchildren living with 
grandparents are better without 
parental interference (Thomas, 
et. Al, 2000)

�Grandparents have increased 
depression & stress who raise 
grandchildren (Thomas, et. Al, 
2000)

�Correlation with grandparent 
anxiety and grandchild success 
(Sands, 2000)

�There need to be changes 
made (Sharpe, 2004)

·Policy & Money

·Community Collaborations

·Awareness & Education

·Services for Grandparents          
and grandchildren

Future Directions
�Research on play 
therapies to increase child 
outcomes (Thomas, et. Al, 
2000) 

�Increase community 
collaboration & agency 
involvement (Sharpe, 
2004)

�Research focusing on 
grandfathers

�Attachment of children 
with grandparents 
(Poehlmann, 2003)

�Increase involvement

�Decrease parent risk 
factors

�Policy change
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