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INTRODUCTION

The lakes of Oregon are one of the state's greatest natural
resources. Perhaps nowhere else can one find such spectacular
beauty and geologic diversity among lake environments. Unfortunate-
ly, not a great deal is known about this valuable and, in many cases,
pollution-threatened resource. Even a routine but thorough compil-
ation of lakes in the state has not received the attention it should.
Furthermore, dozens of lake survey and research reports, prepared
by state and federal agencies, have neither been published nor dis-
tributed to any great extent.

One of the earliest inventories of Oregon's lakes was that
prepared by the Office of State Engineer, Salem, Oregon (1939). It
lists, in addition to the streams of Oregon, approximately 900 named
lakes and the locations to 300 other lakes that were nameless. To our
knowledge, no attempt has been made to revise this material, al-
though an appendix was added to include eight lakes that were named
soon after the original list was completed. Certainly, a revision is
in order consideringthat hundreds of unnamed lakes have since been
named by lake survey parties.

Recently, the Advisory Committee to the Oregon State Land
Board (1969-1970), Salem, Oregon, published a report entitled

' This work includes

"Oregon's Submerged and Submersible Lands.'
a 36-page compilation listing 6145 standing-water environments (lakes,
ponds, marshes, sloughs, reservoirs, etc.) in Oregon. Among these
are 1305 named lakes. The location (basin, township and rangc) and

approximate acreage of each lake are given.




This report is a compilation of named lakes in Oregon. Each
lake, depending on its location, :';s listed alphabetically under one of
nine physiographic (geomorphic) divisions (Figure 1, Table 1). This
arrangement will hopefully give some indication of lake morphometry,
water chemistry and basin origin--provided the reader has a general
knowledge of Oregon geology. For example, lakes in the Basin-Range
Division are relatively shallow and saline, and have originated mainly
from geologic faulting; whereas lakes in the Cascade Range are con-
siderably deeper, generally low in dissolved solids and are mostly vol-
canic or glacial in origin.

Most of the lakes that are listed in this report were located on
maps obtained from the Oregon State Highway Department (Table 2)
and the U.S., Forest Service. Maps from the latter agency were used
to locate lakes in the Willamette and Deschutes National Forests. Lakes
that did not appear on maps yet were listed in survey reports by the
Oregon State Game Commission and the U.S. Forest Service are in-
cluded. Also, this report lists all the lakes compiled by the Office
of State Engineer (1939).

Included in this report is a bibliography containing 182 ref-
erences pertaining to the lakes of Oregon. This literature, we believe,
represents a large part of what has been produced about the lakes of
the state. Our conclusion is based on a literature survey which we
conducted during the period 1 July, 1967 to 8 January, 1971. None-
theless, many reports have been unintentionlly excluded, particularly
unpublished information held by the Oregon State Game and Fish com-
missions and the Oregon State Department of Environmental Quality.

In the listing to follow, the location (i.e., township and range)

of each lake is given. An asterisk indicates that the lake is situated
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Figure 1. Physiographic divisions of Oregon. Taken from

Baldwin, 1964.




Table 1. Approximate number of named lakes in each of Oregon's
nine physiographic divisions.
Division Number of Lakes
Basin-Range 172
Blue Mountains 126
Cascade Range 967
Coast Range 116
' Deschutes-Umatilla Plateau 4
High Lava Plains 101
Klamath Mountains 42
Owyhee Upland 18
Willamette Valley 96
TOTAL 1,642
Table 2. Dates of maps used to locate lakes in Oregon. Maps?*

prepared by the Oregon State Highway Department.

County Sheet Numbers Year
Baker I,2,3,4 1955
Benton 1 1966
Clackamas 1,2,3 1965
Clatsop Y2 1970
Columbia 1 1954
Coos L2 1952
Crook 1,2,3,4 1955
Curry 1 1954
Curry 2 1970
Deschutes 1,2,3,4,5 1960
Douglas 2 e, 1958




Table 2. (Cont.)

Douglas 25 B34 by T 1967
Gilliam I, 2 1956
Grant 1,2,3,4,5,6 1961
Harney 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9

10:1%15 1.2,.1 3 1959
Hood River 1 1966
Jackson 1,2,3,4 1969
Jefferson I, 2 1960
Josephine 1,2 1969
Klamath 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 1959
Lake 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 1959
Lane 1,2,3,4,5, 6 1966
Lincoln 1, 2 1968
Linn 1,2,3,4 1967
Malheur 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12 1959
Marion I, 2 1966
Morrow 12,3 1956
Multnomah 1 1965
Polk 1 1963
Sherman 1,2 1957
Tillamook 1,2 1969
Umatilla 1,2:3:4:5 1957
Union ) 23 1955
Wallowa 1,2,3,4 1954
Wasco 12,3 1957
Washington 1 1964
Wheeler [ 1960
Yamhill 1 1963

e

* Type polyconic projection-plane coordinates on Lambert projection.
Scale of 1 inch equal to 1 mile (1":62,500").
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along a gcomorphic boundary that is naturally indistinct. Possibly,
the lake may belong in the adjoining physiographic division. Liter-
ature pertaining to a lake is denoted by a set of one or more numbers
following the name of the lake. These correspond to numbered refer-
ences in the bibliography. For example, Alkali Lake is accompanied
by the numbers, 12, 71, 134, 136 and 152, indicating that five refer-
ences (i.e., Baldwin, 1964, Hubbs and Miller, 1948; Smith and Green-
up, 1939; Snyder, 1907; and Van Winkle, 1914) apply to that particular
lake.

Several lakes that are listed have more than one name, or the
spelling of the name may vary. This is reported, following the town-
ship and range coordinates.

Some lakes in Oregon are referred to as ponds. Valsetz Lake
in the Coast Range, for example, is known also as Valsetz Log Pond.
For this reason, and because a lake and a pond are often not easily
distinguishable (Welch, 1952; Reid, 1961), the list includes all ponds
that were located on Oregon State Highway Department maps.

Many lake basins in central and southeastern Oregon are
extinct paleolakes. Others are playa basins, containing water inter-
mittently during the year when precipitation and stream inflow can
replenish water lost through evaporation. Both types, if they appear-
ed on Oregon State Highway Department maps, are included in this
compilation.

The Warner Valley Lakes in south-central Oregon, which in-
clude Fisher, Pelican, Crump, Hart, Anderson, Swamp Lake Jones,
Mugwump, Flagstaff, Upper Campbell, Lower Campbell, Stone Corral

and Bluejoint IL.akes, are remnants of pluvial Lake Warner. Various




authors (e.g., Hutchinson, 1957; Whistler and Lewis, 1916) referred
to these collectively as either the Warner Lakes or Warner Lake.
Wherever this occurs, the author's bibliographic or reference number
(number 73 in the case of Hutchinson, 1957) is assigned to each of

the 12 Warner Valley Lakes.

An attempt was made to exclude man-made reservoirs from
this compilation. Only natural lakes were considered. However,
many reservoirs, especially ones in central southeastern Oregon,
are designated as lakes. Several lakes that are listed in this report
may actually be reservoirs and should be deleted in a subsequent re-
vision.

Throughout the listing, the term '"Lakes' occurs infrequently
(e.g., Windy Lakes, Slide Lakes, etc.). Very likely, each of these
represents a group of small, closely-associated, nameless lakes that
have been incorporated under one name. Nonetheless, each ''Lakes"
entry is counted as one lake. Consequently, the totals given in Table 1
are approximate and subject to correction.

The status of lakes in Oregon has become of major concern
to many state and federal environmental agencies, particularly to
those having responsibilities for basic limnological research, water
pollution-abatement and water resource management. The apparent
need for anupdatedinventory of Oregon's lakes and literature pertain-
ing thereto justifies the preparation of this compilation.

Considerable effort has been made to present correct and
reliable information. Nevertheless, discrepancies are certain to
occur. We would greatly appreciate having these brought to our
attention. Hopefully, this work will be revised periodically as cor-
rected information, new names and additional references are submitted

for compilation.
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LITERATURE PERTAINING TO THE
LAKES OF OREGON
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