
lntroductio 'l 

Razor clam diggers we~:·e sampl ed as in th- p · s t O!l. every other minus 

tide durtna the .April to Septemhar pe!Ciod.. Ccnsidez:-able effort was ~lso 

spent on public rel ations ar-d t he ·locel ccu·t recordc were cheeked for el~m 

violations. · 

Car counts on the three access ~cad to the h 2ch ~ere interru~ted 

periodically due to vandalism, and the co· structio of n apartment house at 

Gearhart made that road almost impassa· le f or about thrae months sc the £r 

cou~ter was not inst~lled un :il the latter ps~t of June. Corrections for lost 

S nrt Harvest 

Some 1.13 m·llion claPs wer e take n 1965 oy near ly 76,000 diggers~ 

which is a slight !nerease o e · 1964 (•ra 1 · i ). 1 ~( ditlon, about 186,000 

clams were wasted f or a tota\ ·~oval f L,32 il ."'en lam.s (Figure 1). · ~ 

may be noted in Table 1 that 1-~ of t e c ! -~s ~ere taken from the 2omile 

Seaside beach. The d~astic dec~ease i th n ~th ~e ch production may re 

fleet the very large har est o: small elams f~om hat arae in 1964. Cond n 

more favorable to sett_ing cf t e clems and ex ell .nt ve1.labil!t of lar{3e c'l ~ 

on outside bar a dutt>ing t e t :U:!l~ ... of heevicec diiginz c · n be cited for the succ es ., 

ful season at Seaside. It should also be Mote that approximately 200;000 cla r-

Figure 2 shmvs the ag = .. cap osit ion of p~-r.-eonal ~se dug el.ams fo1r 1964 

and 1965. The reduced t~k$ of 0's fr m 58 in 19 4 t o 27~ in 1965 is eviden~ . 



Also, the high take of 1+ clams .,ndieates good survival of small clams fr~ 

1964 and evidence of a large year class. 

Public Relations 

The constant cry of those cited for razor clam violations is that of 

not being informed. to at least ease this situation. the razor clam regula-

tiona were printed on 8-\11 x 11" cards and pl~eed in 89 motels and other business 

houses in the Seaside-Gearhart a ~ea. Al so, 2~500 foodfish and shellfish 

synopsea were supplied to most bustneaaes i n the area that rented or sold clam 

shovels, the state police, chambers of commerce, and several hundred individual 

diggers. 

Table 1. Personal-Use Harvest of Razor Clams by Area from 
Clatsop Beache~1, April-September 1965 .. 

~ w =,.......,.,.._ 
Miles of Ho. of Mean No. No. Clams 

Area Beaeh Diasera Clams. ! er Dis Dug 

1-4!/ 16 30,412 11.3 343,656 

~I ..l 45a39 -t !1.:!! 789,856 

TOTAL 18 75,806 13.0 1,133,512 

1/ Necanicum River to Columbia River (North Beach). 
!I Ttll..ook Head to Necanieun River (Sea ~ ide). 

Ho. Clams 
Wasted 

24,400 

161,920 

186,320 

On a smaller seale,. six diggins demonstrations wera held on the biggest 

tide aeries to info~ those interested in the how, when ~ and where of digging 

and tips on bow to clean and cool the catch. The success of the demonstrations 

ranged fraa 0 to 150 persons. TV, radio, 2nd newspaper eoverage materially 

aided this effort. 
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Figure 1. P~sonal~Use Harvest and Wastage of Razor Clams 
from Clatsop Beaches, 1955e6S. 

0 



... 
I 
u 
... • A. 

60 

so 

40 

30 

20 

10 

0 

60 

so 

40 

20 

10 

0 

1964 

0.2 <O.l 

1 '• 

1965 

o --_.--~~~--~~------~--~~~--------~ 
0 1 2 3 4 ' 

Age 

Ft·gur e 2 • . Age Composition of Pe~sonal-Use Razor Clams 
frcm Cl a t aop Beach, April-September, 1964--65. 
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Law Enforcement 

Lav ·.nforceaent ·activity by the state police increased considerably 

in 1965 aa the dense crowd of diggers at Seaside was suited to infiltration 

by numeroua plaiD clothes officers. In 1965, 346 citations were iasued as 

compared to 122 last year. It was also encouraaing to note that tbe number of 

vastaae casee increased frcm 42 in 1964 to 125 in 1965. The DUmber of sus

pended. dismissed, and continued cases also decreased sharply in 1965. On the 

other hand, fines were much lower in 1965 and reflect more arreata for minor 

violations. That is,. arrests were made for two clams over the limit or one or 

tvo wasted. So far as wast~&e is concerned, this is important becaua• if a 

diaer wastes one cl~. then each t1..me the conditions occur that induce wastage~ 

a clam will be· wasted. 

Discussion 

Althouah che razor clam stocks seem to be increasi ng, a pattern for de

cline baa- once asain repeated itself. Evidence for this stat•ent rests in th 

fact that the 1955·58 situation has rapeated itself in the 1962-65 period 

(Fisure 1). Also, the catch of O•s in 1965 decreased sharply as happened in 

1958. If vaataae increases early in the ·seaaon in 1966, this will also fit the 

decline pattern. However, a rough calculation indicates that the decrease may 

not be as severe. 

The failure of the north beach is disturbins as histo~ shows this is 

where the bulk of the clams have been harvested. If indeed there are no 2+ 

clams in 1966, then I will conclude that the bulk of the cl .. s were dug in 196L 

•• o•a and that the fiShery will declin~ further. 

Therefore, it appears reasonable that some measure of protection be affor e 

razor clams if early next season wastage increases snd 2+ clams fail to appear 

on the north beach. 



If ~~~ a. situation does ~terialize,. it is recommended that Clatsop beach 

be eloaed to all diaaina when the per eent 0 1 s in the cateh, tncludtna wastage, 

reaebes so~. 
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