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A STUDY OF SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN OREGON 
WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO 

HOUSING FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 

One of the pertinent educational rroblems of today 

is that of determining how the high school library can 

function more effectively in the pupils' educational pro- 

gram. That many etheational objectives may be served by 

a good library is emphasized by various outstanding 

educators. 

The modern high school is no longer the college pre- 

paratory or academic school made up of only ten per cent 

of the young people of high school age. On the contrary, 

"It is the social-centered school which enrolls more than 

fifty per cent of the population of high school age) 

That those attending high school may be better prepared 

for citizenship and. for solving daily life problems, is 

the responsibility of the school, of which the library 

occupies a strategic place." To further emphasize this 

viewpoint, Porter2 says: 

We should so organize our high schools and 

lWjlljij John Cooper, liLetter of Trssmittal. 
Secondary School Library (National Survey of Secondary 
Education, Monograph No. 17, Washington: U. S. Government 
Printing Office, 1933), p. 5. 

2Dwight E. Porter, "A School Principal Looks for a 
School Library." Bulletin of American Library Associa- 
tion, lO:714-. October, 19314.. 
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libraries that each individual within their 
influence may develop within himself the future 
ideals, habits, and powers whereby he will 
fill his place in the world and use that 
place to shape both himself and society toward 
every nobler end. 

The library in the modern high school must, to carry 

out the aims mentioned, furnish general information, add 

extra text interests by acting as a book laboratory 

especially for the social studies and related subject, 

encourage reading for pleasure, and develop a library 

habit that throughout life leisure time may be used with 

profit as well as pleasure. 

Train.in the use of books. "In keeping with the 

modern philosophy of education the library aims to help 

the pupil to help himself. Many schools give definite 

instruction in the use of books and of the library."3 

Sometimes all the teachers, sometimes the librarian, but 

more often the EnglIsh teacher Is responsible for Instruc- 

tion on the book and its parts, the use of books, and 

general library procedures. 

The library as a laboratory. Science and IndustrIal 

studies with their laboratories and shops have shown the 

value of learning to do by doing. To become proficient 

In basketball, the student must have a laboratory, the 

gymnasium. Progressive education demands a book labora- 

tory - the library. 

3Martha Walson, School Library Mana ement (New York: 
The H. W. Wilson Company, 92), p. 2 
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Progressive methods of education, designed to 
secure maximum initiative,Dparticipation, and 
effort on the part of pupils and demanding the 
use of a wide variety of books and other study 
materials to supplement class texts, are ac- 
companied by the development of a book labora- 
tory or school library. 

Encouragement of reading for pleasure. Unaer the 

present economic system in our country, the individua . 1 is 

less occupied with work than formerly and finds himself 

with muchfree time. Educators recognize that the library 
can be made to satisfy the objective, "Worthy Use of 

Leisure," which was one of the seven cardinal objectives 

set up by the National Education Association in l9l and 

which now demands greater consideration. 

Natural integration throgh extensive reading As 

stated before, one of the definite aims of the library 
is to encourage the pupil to read more than that required 

of him in connection with his class work. This viewpoint 

is well illustrated by the following quotations: 

After the mechanics of reading have been master- 
ed and the process becomes asy, the pupil will 
enjoy reading for pleasure. 

The attendant joy makes the pupil an eager reader 
who of his own accord or through the wise guidance 
of a sympathetic librarian selees books dealing 
with various and related topics.° 

Br s,"ThIntagitiof the Library 
Instruction with the High School Social Studies." School 
Library Year Book, (No. 5, 1932), p. 121. 

SMaxie N. Woodring and. Grace L. Aldrich, "The Library 
and the Study Program." Teachers College Record, 314.:67 

90, My 1933, p. 6l. 
Leonard V. Koos, the American Secondary School (Bos- 

ton: Ginn and Company, 1927), pp. 715-720. 
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Extensive reading becomes a voluntary activity 
instrumental in developing an intagrated or 
unified individual.? 

A problem in our schools. Members of the State 

Department of Education and the State Librarian have ex- 

pressed concern over conditions found in our high schools. 

The complete lack or meagerness of space suitable for 

library purîoses in the majority of the high schools 

reveals a failure to appreciate the important part the 

library should have in high school education. The pre- 

valling tendency to limit the pupils' use of books to the 

prescribed texts plus a few general references, and the 

failure t use even these effectively give little assur- 

ance that pupils after leaving school will know where to 

find or how to select good books. Since such a deficiency 

exists, we are confronted with the problem of determining 

its cause and formulating measures to correct the situation. 

TGladys E. Warren, The Integration of the School 
Library with the Junior High School Program (unpublished 
Master's Thesis, University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles, California, 1930). p. 13. 
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PURPOSE AND VALUE OF THE STUDY 

Purpose and value ofthe stu4y. In the belief that 

the school library should make an inereasingly signifi- 

cant and necessary contribution to the activities of sec- 

ondary schools, the State Department of Education and the 

State Librarian undertook to survey conditions in Oregon 

high school libraries. This study represents a partial 

analysis of survey data, particularly those dealing with 

housing facilities and equipment, adiiinistration and organi- 

zation, and current trends affecting the school libraries. 

Libraries of all types of secondary school organizations, 

Including the junior high schools, high schools, and 

senior high schools are included. 

In setting up the survey, the following purposes 

were formulated to guide the study: 

1. To present the essential facts concerning the 

status of the secondary school libraries in Oregon. 

2. To assemble and describe those practices which 

have been found effective in improving the ser- 

vice rendered by secondary school libraries. 

3. To develop suggested standards for the evalua- 

tion of library procedures in secondary schools 

of Oregon. 

14. To formulate a working statement of the functions 

of school libraries in relation to socially 



effective educational programs in sec- 

ondary schools. 

Until recently, little attention has been given 

secondary school libraries of Oregon. At present, there 

is no complete report on school libraries of this state 

that will give a true picture. Some information con- 

cerning a few of the libraries may be secured from Mr. 

Emerson of the State Department of Education, or from 

Miss Long, State Librarian. It has been shown that sorne 

of the libraries evidence a wide range of organization 

and function; while others indicate no organization and 

little or no functioning. 

This study, therefore, can bring to light such 

organizations and practices as now exist in Oregon schools. 

Such data should enable the State Department of Education, 

the State Library, and the school authorities to improve 

conditions and facilities of secondary school libraries. 

The school library may thus be aided in making an increas- 

ingly significant contribution to the educational needs 

of pupils and communities in Oregon. 

It is hoped that this study will furnish data of 

value to the State Librarian in the following ways: 

1. To enable her to study the common weaknesses 

of the secondary school libraries. 

2. To give her in the light of these general 

deficiencies a basis upon which to encourage 
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correction and improvement 

3. To aid her in the selection of suDtlementary 

material to be made available to secondary 

schools. 

The data might also be used by the Northwest As- 

soclation for Secondary and Higher Schools and by other 

accrediting agencies in checking and revising library 

standards, or as a basis for further investigation in 

secondary school libraries. 



SOURCE AND TRATiNT OF DATA 

Source of data. In the summer of 1936, the writer 

was informed that conditions in secondary school libraries 

were causing the State Department of Education and the 

State Librarian considerable concern. A conference W85 

arrangea at which representatives of the State Department 

of Education, the State Librarian, and the School of 

Education of Oregon State College were present. At this 

conference, many problems relative to the school library 

were discussed, and as a result this survey and study 

were formulated.* 

The original survey was intended to secure data on 

every phase of the library. These were to be arranged 

in six. divisions as follows: 

A. Book collections and materials of second 

school libraries. 

1. Reference Books 

2, Periodicals 

3. Pamphlets, Bulletins, and Government 

Documents 

14. Newspapers 

5. Books and Periodicals for Professional Use 

of Libre..rian 

6. Other Library Materials 

7. General Information Concerning Classifica- 



tion and Cataloguing of Book Collection 

. Recent Additions to School Library Book 

Collection 

9. Organization and Administration of Class- 

room Libraries 

10. Procedure Employed in Supplementing School 

Library Book Collection 

il. Administration of Secondary School Text- 

books 

B. Housin facilities and equipment oÍ' secondary 

school libraries in 

1. Is major portion of library book collection 
and materials housed in individual class- 
ro orn s? 

2. When was building which houses library con- 

structed? 

3. Is library now housed in temporary quarters? 
i4 Indicate type of housing facilities provIded 

for library. 

5. IndIcate number and kind of room included 

In school library. 
6. Indicate location of library (with respect 

to first, second, third floor, separate 

building, or separate wing of building). 
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7. Is normal functioning of library interfered 

with because of its location with respect 

to: playground, gymnasium, noisy street, 

cafeter±a, muxic room, power plant, school 

shop? 

. Is library located avantageously with re- 

spect to study hail, administrative offices, 

English, and other classrooms? 

9. Indicate lighting facilities and equipment 

for main reading room. 

10. Indicate adequacy and convenience of heating 

and ventilating equipment for main reading 

room. 

11. Indicate amount and quality of furniture and 

equipment in library. 

12. Indicate physical conditions determining 

acoustic qualities of main library. 

13. Indicate physical conditions contributing 

to inviting appearance of main library read- 

ing room. 

itt-. Indicate facilities and equipment provided 

in workroom of library. 

15. Indicate type of shelving facilities in main 

library. 

16. Provide floor plan of school library housing. 
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C. Seccnd9ry school library - availability and use. 

1. Describe procedure by which individual stu- 
dents usually secure access to services of 

school library. 
2. Describe procedures by which groups or 

classes of students usually secure access 

to servIces of school library. 

3. Does school library provide special service 

to classrooms? 

14 Indicate procedure followed in giving to 
student body class instruction in use of 

bocks and libraries. 

5. Is school library regularly used as study 
hail room? 

6. Has usual loan period for library books 

proved satisfactory? 

7. Is major portion of books available In open 

or closed shelves? 

. Report circulation statistics of school 

library for each day of week starting on a 

Monday. 

9. Report number of persons in library during 

each period of day, for a week, beginning on 

a Monday. 
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D. Secondary school librarian and library staff. 

1. Professional training. 
2. State certification. 

3. Employment status. 

U, Experience, 

5. Professional activity. 

6. Schedule of daily assignments of librarian 

and library staff. 
7. Status of clerical and student assistants 

in library. 
E. Current educational trends affecting secondary 

school libraries, 

This division deals both with the current ed.u- 

cational trends in the individual school toward 

improvement of the program of studies; and 

with the changes contemplated in the functioning 

of the library to accomplish the desired improve- 

ment. 

On April 2, 1937, these survey blanks were sent in 

duplicate by the State Department of Education to the 

heads of all schools with the following instructions: 

Two copies of these schedules will be received by 
each secondary school on or before April 10, 1937. 
One copy should be filled out and returned to the 
State Department of Education, Salem, Oregon, as 
soon as convenient, and not later than May 1, 1937. 
The other cofly may be filled out and kept by the 
school for their records. 
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A final letter from the State Department was mailed 

on May 7th to all those who had not yet replied. The 

blanks contained necessary explanation and general in- 

struction for reporting needed data. Out of 293 survey 

blanks mailed, 235, or slightly over O per cent, were 

filled out and returned. 

Treatment of data. As already stated, this thesis 

is of necessity limited to an analysis of the survey data 

taken from the questionnaires, The topics to be consider- 

ed in this study are indicated in the following outline: 

A. Housing Facilities 

1. Type of Housing Facilities 

2. Construction Date 

3. Location 

14 Seating Capacity 

5. Number of Kinds of Rooms Included 

6. Lighting Facilities 
7. Types of Shelving 

. Heating and Ventilating 

9. Physical Conditions Contributing to 

Appearance 

10. Physical Conditions Determining Acoustic 

Qualities 

B. Furniture and. Equipment 

1. Amount and. Quality 

2. Equipment for Workroom 
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All data relative to the above headings were trans- 

ferred from the survey blanks to master sunirnary sheets, 

This information was then tabulated according to the size 

of schools. 

Group 1. Rural high school from 1 to 99 enrollment. 

Group 2. Small high school from lOO to 2119 enroll- 

ment. 

Group 3. Medium high school from 250 to 14.99 enroll- 

ment. 

Group 4. Large high school from 500 to 999 enroll- 

ment. 

Group 5. City high school with a 1000 or more en- 

roliment. 

From these tables, summaries were prepared showlng 

the status of each group of high schools. Specific 

deficiencies were noted and analyzed to determine exact 

conditions existing in Oregon secondary schools. 
Limitations. As is true, however, In most surveys 

conducted by the questionnaire method, this study reveals 

certain limitations. Some of the schools failed tQ fur- 
nish part of the desired information; some misinterpreted 

certain sections of the questionnaire and gave incorrect 

answers. For example, one section asks, "Is the normal 

functioning of the library interfered with because of its 

location with respect to playground, gymnasium, noisy 



15 

street, cafeteria, music classroom, power plant, school 

shops, etc?" Many answers were obviously the response 

to personal prejudices and therefore incorrect, so that 

the entire section was thrown out of this study. Under 

Amount and Quality of Furniture and Equipment, most 

returns showed the item simply checked, with but few 

indicating the amount as called for in the study. A 

further limitation to be noted is the tact that this 

study represents only O por cent of the secondary 

schools of Oregon. Since parochial schools function 

under somewhat different organization and athninistration 

than public schools, no attempt was made to include them. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF SIMILAR STUDIES 

In preparing to carry on a state-wide survey, such 

as is described in this thesis, one is naturally interest- 

ed in discovering whether similar, or comparable, investi- 

gations have been conducted in other states. As a means 

of locating information concerning such studies, letters 

were written to The American Library Association, and to 

the Superintendents of Public Instruction in Washington, 

California, Montana, Idaho, Utah, Nevada, Arizona, and 

Wyoming, inquiring as to recent studIes made that would 

give a true picture of secondary school libraries. The 

response from the Superintendents may be expressed in the 

phrase: 'little or no information available." Letters 

were also sent to the heads of Schools of Education of 

the following institutions: University of Washington, 

University of Oregon, University of Idaho, University of 

California, University of Montana, University of Wyoming, 

University of Southern California, and Washington State 

College. The purpose of this inquiry was to learn if, 

and when, similar studies had been made. 

As a result of this preliminary investigation, it 

was learned that the State of California is conducting a 

survey similar to this study, and that the city of Loa 

Angeles has made a comprehensive study of its library 
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facilities and resources. The University of Idaho 

reported that a master's thesis dealing with libraries in 

that state had been prepared. 

The three studies to which reference has been made 

in the preceding paragraph are believed to be the only 

ones in the West comparable to the present survey. A 

review of these three is given in the following pages. 



HIGH SCHOOL LIBRIES IN IDAHO HELEN HOWARD MILLER1 

Miss Miller, in her study of the libraries in Idaho, 

used the standards of school libraries as set forth by 

the Educational Committee of the American Library Asso- 

ciation. She found that the "School Library Yearbook: 

Number Fouru had a compilation of state laws and regional 

standards now in effect in regard to the reouirement of 

school libraries in accredited schools. Her preliminary 

investigation revealed that in April, 1931, the Committee 

on Library Standards of the Northwest Association of 

Secondary and Higher Schools made a comparison of these 

regional standards; and that as a result of this com- 

parison the present Library Standards were or000sed. 

Miss Miller secured data by means of a questionnaire sent 

to 156 accredited four-year high schools in Idaho. The 

information received was tabulated and used as a basis 

for comparison against present library standards. A 

summary of conclusions and recommendations is as follows:* 

1. That conditions found in housing and equipment 

should be improved in Idaho high schools. In 

some a definite room should be set aside for 

library purDoses; in others, an alcove off the 

study hall, ór at least an end of the study hail 

IHelen Howard Miller. High School Libraries in 
Idaho: Â Survey - Unpublished this, University ? 
Idaho, 1935. * Ibi& pp. 17-19. 



19 

should be given over to the library. 

2. The book collection was found to be about 

equally divided; one-hair the schools having 

the recommended five books per student; while 

the other half had less than five. In many 

schools there had been no definite provision 

for an annual library appropriation. The 

recommendation is of course obvious; namely, 

that an annual budget be provided in order that 

this standard could be complied with. Many of 

the high schools did not have their libraries 

catalogued or classified. Others made no attempt 

to record their books or to make extensive use 

of the library. In the majority of the schools, 

the average teacher knew nothing about the or- 

ganization of a library for service. 

This study recommended that: 

1. That one teacher in each school be appointed 

and given responsibility of organizing and ad- 

ministering the library. 

2. That such teacher be required to take prepara- 

tion needed to become proficient in this service. 

3. That where necessary to employ a teacher-libra- 

rian, her schedule be so planned as to allow 

adequate time for proper care of the library. 
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14. Arid, finally, that where the school has an 

enrollment of 1000 or more, two trained libra- 

nane be employed. 
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ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE LOS ANGELES 
SCHOOL LThRARIES - JESSIE H. HUME3 

The study was conducted to determine the organiza- 

tion and administration of the Los Angeles school libra- 

ries. Hume hoped that such an investigation might help 

the libraries of the Los Angeles elementary schools, 

high schools, and junior colleges, as well as the Central 

Division of Library Activities, to function more effect- 

ively toward the achievement of educational goals. 

In making this study, Hume visited the Central 

Diviion of Library Activities and held interviews with 

the supervisor to secure information bearing on the 

What do you consider to be the functions of the 
Central Library Division? 

What services do you perform for the elementary 
schools and how are they carried out? 

What services do you perform for the junior high 
schools and how are they carried out? 

What services do you perform for the junior colleges 
and how are they carried out? 

What are your policies and regulations in connection 
with the Central Library services? 

What are the problems and difficulties in these 
s e rvi. Ces? 

That might be done to make Central Library services 
more effective? 

3jessie H. Hume. The Or anization d AinisitTon 
of the Los Angeles SchoTThi raries. hTs presented at 
University of Southñ California, August, 1935. 

Ibid. p. 5. 
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Hume visited, the libraries of 17 secondary schools 

and 16 elementary schools, and held Interviews with the 

librarian, the principal, and certain teachers. A set 

of questions similar to those used at the Central Division 

of Library Activities was again employed. 

As a result of these interviews, definite information 

was secured concerning the 

of the Central Division of 

high school libraries, the 

libraries, and the junior 

of the study deal with the 

organization and administration 

Library Activities, the junior 

six-year and senior high school 

ol1ege libraries. The findings 

following: 

The number of the staff, thelr functions, duties and 
relationship. 

The status of the staff, their preparation, exoeri- 
ence, salary, and promotion. 

The services performed for the schools and how 
carried out. 

Policies and regulations controlling services. 

Problems and difficulties of each organization. 

An analysis of the dta collected by Hume reveals 

the following conditions in the city of Los Angeles: 

1. In the larger schools, the staff consists of two 

Librarians or a Librarian and a full-time clerk. In the 

other schools, the staff consists of a single Librarian, 

assisted occasionally by a clerk from the main office of 

the school. 
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2. The functions of the Librarian are to see that 

the Library supplements the work of the classroom; to 

furnish books for pupils to use for collateral reading, 

reference, and recreational reading; to help pupils 

establish the reading habit as an added leisure-time 

activity; to teach use of books and libraries and the 

love of books; to serve teachers and pupils as far as 

possible; to mske the library a laboratory for the classes; 

and In the trade schools to help pupils to learn how to 

select trade material. 

3. The duties most commonly mentioned by the 

Librarians were general responsibility of the library; 

ordering hooks, supplies, the equipment; checking and 

preparing new magazines and books for the shelves; con- 

tacting and consulting heads of departments and teachers; 

assistIng pupils and teachers in ìeference work; keeping 

discipline of the library; directing work of pupils in 

the library; and Instructing in use of the lIbrary. 

f1-. According to this study, the princIpal is the 

person to whom the senior and six-year high school LI- 

brarians feel most directly responsible; the vice- 

principal is second, the Supervising Librarian third, 

the Business Manager fourth, the director of student body 

finances fifth, and the Board of Education sixth. 

. The status of the senior and the six-year high 

school Librarians is the saine as that of the senior and the 
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six-year high school teachers. The status of the junior 

high school library clerks is the same as that of the 

office clerks. 

6. To fill a position in the Los Angeles Schools, 

the senior or six-year high school Librarians and the 

junior high school Librarians must hold a Library 

Credential. 

7. The salary scale for six-year and senior high 

school Librarians is $i66 to 214 per school month; 

after the completion of two years of service, there is an 

automatic salary increase until the maximum for the posi- 

tion held. 

g Most of the senior or six-year high school 

libraries are open from :OO a.m., to -:OO fl.m. Libraries 

with clerks or second Librarians are kept open longer. 

9. The teacher is the most heloful of those in the 

school in the selection of books, although in some cases 

that help is very limited. The principal does little 

except sign the book requisition. The pupils make a 

few suggestions, but these are generally of little value. 

10. In most senior and six-year high schools, there 

is no direct policy for the distribution of the budget, 

but lt is the aim of the Librarian to order books that 

make for a well-balanced library, and tosupply books to 

those departments having the greatest need and making the 

best use of them. 



25 

11. Although the principal goes over the final list 

and may reject any books he desires before affixing his 

signature, the Librarians feel that they have practical- 

ly the final decision about the book requisition within 

the school. As far as the whole school system is concern- 

ed, the final decision rests with the Advisory Committee, 

since it checks over the requisitions from all the schools 

before the books are finally ordered. 

12. In some ceses, books are sent to the classrooms 

in varying numbers and for varying lenths of time. In 

these schools classes are not so frequently scheduled 

for the library as they are in the junior high schools. 

Pupils are allowed more free use of the library. 

13. The number of student helpers trained by the 

Librarians varies from four to ten or twelve a period. 

Although in one case only honor points were given pupils, 

as a rule, rece±ve credit for their work to other mem- 

bers of the student body. In addition to this training, 

the Librarian generally gives sorne general talks on the 

use of the library. 

11.. The rules and regulations of the library are 

for the most part flexible. They relate to the discipline 

of the library, the checking in and out of books and 

magazines, the care for overdue and lost books, and 

attendance in the library. 
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15. The difficulties most commonly listed in the 

questionnaires were those of getting new material (too 

much time elapsed between order and delivery), the 

duplication of work with the Central Divis±on or with the 

Purchasing Department in the ordering of books, the 

insufficient book supply due to lack of funds, the lack 

oÍ' duplicate copies of certain books, and the fact that 

the library and the curriculum were not closely enough 

related. 

16. The difficulties most commonly mentioned in 

interviews were: the lack of books, the apparently 

unnecessary time spent on the book requisitions and the 

expense of the Cumulative Book index, the defacement of 

books by pupils, the difficulty of reaching pupils, the 

lack of cooperation on the part of teachers in making 

assignments and in returning books, and, where the text- 

books were handled by the Librarian, the amount of time 

which that added duty took from library service. 

As a result of this study, Hume makes the folThwing 

recommendations for the senior and six-year high school 

libraries: 

1. That the l±braries be allowed more clerical 

help, and that there be in the large schools a second 

trained Librarian instead of a clerk, so that the 

Librarians may be relieved of more of the technical and 
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clerical work and so have more time for the educational 

demands of pupils and teachers. 

2. That the relationships of the Librarians be 

centralized to fewer departments with fewer people in 

these departments. 

3. That the principal te more interest in the 
library and book selection, and, to bring this about, 

that greater stress be placed on the adm±nistration of 

the library in courses In administration of the schools 

and in other education courses In universities and col- 

lege s. 

That the pupils' wishes be consulted more free- 

ly in book selection so that they may feel the library is 

more truly their own. This might be done, as it was 

once In the junIor college, by providing a box into whIch 

pupils might drop slips with their suggestions. 

. That more help be engaged at the Central Divi- 

clon to facilitate the delivery of books and to speed 

bindery service. 

6. That a careful check be made on the method of 

handling book requisitions with a view to eliminating 

sorne of the clerical work, and that there be no duplica- 

tion of work done by the Librarians and that done by the 

Central Division. 

7. That more money be spent on books for the 

libraries. With the tendency of discarding the text- 
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book and supplementing text materials with library study, 

the Librarian should call for more books. 

. That a closer relationship b set up between the 

library and the curriculum division. 

9. That the Librarians be relieved of all duties 

related to the handling of textbooks. It is poor economy 

to ask such highly paid. specialists to do the work of a 

textbook clerk. 

10. That the Central Division send to the principals 

a statement of the purroses for which a school library 

may be used, in order that school libraries may not be 

closed for pupil use while parties and other social 

functions are held there. 

il. That in order to check the defacement of library 

books, the regulation that pupils must cut out pictures 

to be used in reports in the presence of the teacher be 

more carefully obsErved. 

12. That teachers and Librarians both exert greater 

effort to cooperate in making the best use of the library. 

13. That Librarians be allowed more freedom in the 

expenditure of fine and lost-book money. 

114. That the status of the library clerk range from 

that of a clerk to that of a secretary; that after a cer- 

tain number of years of satisfactory service as a library 

clerk, she be automatically advanced to the position of 

Library Secretary with the status of secretary. 



SURVEY OF SECONDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
IN CALIFORNIA - C, F. MUNCY 

In October, l934-, a committee of school librarians 

was organized to work under the direction of C. F. Munøy, 

assistant chief of the Division of Research and Statistics 

of the State Department of Education. The duty of this 

committee was to prepare a questionnaire that would pic- 

ture accurately the existing conditions, practices, and 

specific trends in secondary school libraries in Cali- 

fo mia. 

The following is a statement of the purposes which 

guided the committee in its work: 

L To present the essential factors concerning the 

status of secondary school libraries in Cali- 

forni a. 

2. To assemble and describe these practices which 

have bEen found effective in improving the ser- 

vice rendered by secondary school libraries. 
3. To develop suggested standards for the evalua- 

tion of library procedures in secondary school 

libraries. 

II.. To formulate a working statement of the function 

5Survey of Secondary School Libraries in Ca1ornia - 
2:. Muncy. onducted asa joint project of the Califor- 
nia State Department of Education and the School Library 
Association of California, under the direction of C, F. 
Muncy, Assistant Chief Division of Research and Statistics. 
December, 1936. 



of school libraries in relation to socially 

effective educational practices in secondary 

schools. 

The combined efforts of the California State 

Department of Education and the State Library Association 

of California were enlisted in this enterprise, as it was 

felt that the results of such a study would be state-wide 

in significance. A steering commIttee was then appointed, 

which outlined carefully the general scope of the proposed 

study. It included the following headings as subjects 

for desired study in relation to secondary school libraries 
in California: 

1. Book Collection and Materials of Secondary School 

Libraries 

2. Housing Facilities and Equipment of Secondary 

School Libraries 

3. The Secondary School Library - Its Availability 

and Use 

14. The Secondary School Library and the Library 

Staff 

5. Financing the Secondary School Library 

6. Current Education Trends Affecting the Secondary 

School Library 

The questionnaires or reporting schedules* were dIstributed 

to 520 secondry schools in California. The fact that 

*5ocalled by this committee. 
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there was an unusually large response, (1493 -aproxi- 

mately 95 per cent), would indicate a wide representation 

and keen interest in the study. 

The only published material dealing with the results 

of the California Survey available to the writer was a 

summary in Wilson Bulletin for Librarians for December, 

1936, entitled "Current Trends in Secondary School 

Libraries, II 



CHAPTER III 
HOUSING FACILITIES 

The Dresent-day situation in regard to libraries is 

quite different from the old storehouse idea. Libraries 

in both college and high school have developed into work- 

shops or laboratories for the acquisition and enjoyment 
of literature by all students. As the schools have devel- 

oped, so have the libraries grown in at attempt to meet 

their needs. In general it may be said that each libra- 
ry is typical of the school it serves. 

Library practices in this country are now fairly 
well standardized, as is indicated by the fact that the 

same departments are found in each library, and the 

classification and cataloguing of books is practically 

uniform. The various accrtditing associations have recom- 

mended suggested standards to serve as gu±des for second- 

ary schools. 

This study was undertaken with the puroose of bring- 
ing to light a true picture of the secondary school 

libraries in Oregon. The present study must, of necee- 

city, be limited to the Housing Facilities and Equipment. 

The information presented in this chapter is based upon 

data secured in the initial comprehensive survey, but is 
limited to the following items: 

1. Type of Housing Facilities Provided 

2. Construction Date bf Library Building 
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3. Location of Library 
li Seating Capacity 

5, Number of Kinds of Rooms Included in Library 

6. Lighting Facilities 

7. Types of Shelving 

. Heating and Ventilating 
9. Physical Conditions Contributing to Appearance 

10. Physical Conditions DeterminIng Acoustic 

Q,ualities 

Because of the increased need for a library in the 

modern program of education, the problem of housing the 

school library has become more acute in recent years. 

One of the chief factors in the success of the library 

is accessibility. This is further emphasized in summariz- 

ing data shown in Table I. 



TABLE I 

TYPE OF HOTJSING FACILITY 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. Medium H. S. Large H. S. City H. S. Total 

No. % No. % No. % No. No. % No. % 

In Separate Libra- 
ry Room 33 27.3 20 37.0 19 61.2 9 52.9 9 75.0 100 42.5 

In Study-Hall Li- 
brary Room 1-1 33.9 13 2.O 10 32.2 7 4-l.2 3 25.0 71I 31i1 

In Classroom 21 17.3 11 20.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 32 13.6 

In Assembly 10 .3 3 5.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 13 5.5 

In PrinoiDal's 
Office - 0 0.0 2 3.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 O. 

PractIcally No 
Library 9 7»1- 2 3.7 2 6.I 0 0.0 0 0.0 13 5.5 

County SupDlies 
Library Needs 3 2»-I- i 1. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1.7 

Use City Library 14 3.3 2 3.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 O. 

Use County Library 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. 0 0.0 1 0)1 
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TABLE I 

Careful consideration would Indicate that educators 

In an effort to mie the library function, are giving 

this problem considerable attention. For example, 21 

schools using classroom libraries are rural schools, with 

a limited number of books and, no doubt, limited room; 

therefore, the clasE'room library, Likewise, in an effort 

to mske the library available and to conserve space, many 

schools have placed the 1ibr3ry in the study hail. Fur- 

ther consideration shows that 33 schools of the rural high 

schools have separate library rooms, with only lOO, or 142.5 

per cent, of the total number of schools shown having sepa- 

rate library rooms. There are 714, or 31.1. per cent having 

study hall libraries; while only 21, or .9 per cent, have 

classroom libraries. The rural high schools seem to face 

more of a problem than do the larger schools, having l, 

or 33.9 per cent, in study halls, 33, or 27.3 per cent, in 

separate rooms, and 21, or 17.3 per cent i classrooms. 

The same is found. true in the small high schools. The me- 

dj.um, the large and the city high schools seem to be more 

evenly divided between separate libr.ry rooms for their li- 

branes. A shocking discovery is that 13 schools in the 

state admitted having practically no library. Professional 

pride forces most librarians and principals to camouflage 

almost any sort of a setup as a library. Therefore, when 

nine rural, 
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two small, and. two medium high schools in the state ad- 

mit having no library, we may well wonder what facilities 

are listed as libraries in many of the other secondary 

schools of Oregon 

Table I indicates a trend that is most encouraging, 

especially to the rural and small high schools. A close 

cooperation was discovered. between city and. county libra- 

ries and the schools, a service provided for schools in 

remote sections. The county supplies the needs of three 

rural and one small high school; while the city library 

is used by four rural, and two small high schools. One 

of the larger high schools rer,orted that it uses the city 

and county library exclusively, since it is located. di- 

rectly across the street from both Junior and Senior High 

Schools, It was found that in many cases the school 

district contributes to the city library budget for school 

purooses. 



TABLE II 

DATE BUILDING IN ¶iICH LIBRARY IS LOCATED WAS CONSTRUCTED 

Rural H. S, Small H. S. Medium H. S. Large H. S. City H. S. Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

1935-1937 7 5.7 1 3.2 1 5. i .3 l 7.6 

l930l9314 14. 3.3 1 l. 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 0.0 7 2.9 

1925-1929 10 L2 7 12.9 9 29.0 6 35.2 0 0.0 32 13.6 

1920-19214 11 9.1 3 
5.14 16.1 1 5. O 0.0 20 .5 

Before 1920 17 1L0 9 i6.6 7 22.5 5 29.14. 2 16,6 ko 17.0 

Did Not Know 25 20.6 6 11.0 7 22.5 1 5. 1 .3 14.0 17.0 

Did Not Answer 14.7 20 37.0 2 6.14 1 5. 66.6 7 33.]. 

-4 
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One might say that the library is no better than the 

buildIng in which lt is located. Table II reveals that 

ll& or 50.2 per cent, of the school people either did. 

not know when their building was constructed or failed 

to answer the question. During the period 1925 to 1929 

many schools were built, 32, or 13.6 ìer cent, buildings 

having been comDleted in this period. From 1930 to 19311 

very few buildings were erected, Again, the period 

1935 to 1937 shows a marked increase in school construe- 

ti.on. The increase in school construction from 1925 to 

1929, was no doubt influenced by the rapid growth in en- 

rolirnent o± our secondary schools as well as by the Ufree 

spending" that characterized those years. The effects 

of the depression were keenly felt from 1930 to 19314, 

and, logically enough, except for absolute necessity, 

there was little or no building. A building boom was 

experienced again in 1935, as is shown in the table, 

and. was undoubtedly stimulated by the federal govern- 

ment through Its furnishing of funds for such projects. 



TABLE III 
LOCATION OF LIBRARY 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. Medium H. S. Large H. S. City H. S, 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

On First Floor 71 5.6 27 50.0 12 3.7 5 29)1 3 25.0 

OnSecond Floor !ll 33.9 24- 1- 16 51.6 9 52.9 7 5.3 

On Third Floor O 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 2 11.7 0 0.0 

In Separate Building O 0.0 1 1. O 0.0 1 5. i .3 
In Separate Wing 

of Building 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Scattered 9 7.1J 2 3.7 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Did Not Answer 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 .3 

To t . ] 
No. 2 

11 50.2 

97 1.l.3 

1 i 7 
_) J_._/ 

3 1.3 

1 O.II 

12 5.1 

1 0.4 



TABLE III 

It is believed that the school library is most 

satisfactorily located In the central part o± the build- 

ing. That many schools do not have their libraries so 

located is shown In Table III. Most libraries in rural 
high schools, 71, or 30.2 per cent, have their library 
located on the first floor, and 11.1, or 17.14. per cent, on 

the second floor. This is probably due to the size of 

the building. The small high schools are about evenly 

divided in placing theilibrary on the first or second 

floor; while the medium sized high schools slightly 

favor the second floor location. In the large high 

schools and city high schools, there is a marked tendency 

for the library to be placed on the second floor, so that 

it may be readilty accessible to the pupils. 



TABLE IV 

CAN THE LIB.ARY BE USED CONVENIENTLY 
DURING OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS BY PATRONS 

WITHOUT OPENING REMAINDER OF SCHOOL PLANT? 

Rural 
H. S. 

No. % 

Yes 3 2»- 

No 9 73.5 
Did Not 
Answer 29 23.9 

Small 
H.S. 

No. % 

2 3.7 

141 75.9 

11 20.3 

Me diuin 
H. S, 

No. % 

2 6.! 

19 61.2 

10 32.2 

Large 

No. 

3 17.6 

12 70,5 

2 11.7 

41 

City Total 
H.S. 

No. % No. % 

3 25.0 13 5.5 

33.3 16570.2 

5 lu.6 57 24-.2 

Social and industrial changes have Inoreased. leisure 

time; education encourages the wise use of this time, 

One of the places where we may profitably spend our lei- 

sure time is the library. Table IV would indicate that 
little or no thought is given to this problem. Only 13 

schools have located the library so that patrons can use 

it conveniently during out-of-school hours without the 

Opening of the remainder of the school plant. The larger 

high schools and the city high schools are outstanding 
in this matter, each having three schools, 17.6 and 

25 per cent respectively, in their group. However, since 

57, or 2-.2 per cent, did not answer, the picture might 

be somewhat altered. The groups range from 11.7 per cent 

in the larger high schools to kl.6 per cent in the city 

high schools. A tabulation by groups not answering is as 



follows: In the rural 

cent, failed to answer 

il, or 20.3 per cent; 

10, or 32.2 per cent; 

cent; and in the city 

high schools, 29, or 23.9 per 

in the small high school group, 

in the medium high school group, 

in the large, two, or 11.7 per 

group, five, or lt.l.6 per cent. 



TABLE V 

IS THE LIBIARY LOCATED ADVANTAGEOUSLY WITH RESPECT TO - 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. Medium H. S. Large H. S. City H. S. Total 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

STUDY HALL 
Yes 9". 77.6 35 61i. 27 7.O l3 76.14 ]() 3.3 179 76.1 
No 25 20.6 13 24-.O 24 12.9 3 17.6 2 16.6 LJ7 20.0 
Did Not Answer 2 1.9 6 11.1 o 0.0 1 5,9 0 0.0 9 3. 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 
Yes 79 65.2 1Li 2.9 l 5ELO 11.7.0 9 75 12 LI»4 

No 39 32.2 UO 7-.O 10 32.0 9 52.9 3 25.0 101 1I2.9 

Did Not Answer 3 2.5 0 0.0 3 19.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 2.5 
ENGLISH 

Yes 102 I-.2 36 66.6 17 5L 9 52,9 66.6 172 73.1 
No 16 13.2 12 22.1 12 3.7 6 35.2 33.3 50 21,2 
Did. Not Answer 3 2.5 6 11.1 2 6. 2 11.9 0 0.0 13 5.5 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
Yes 5 70.2 2 51. 17 511. 

Ll.1.9 

il 611..7 14 333 
66,6 

]4.5 61,7 
No 2 23.1 19 35.2 13 5 29.I- 73 31.0 
Did Not Answer 6.7 7 12.9 1 3.2 1 5.9 0 0.0 17 7.2 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
Yes 6 71.0 30 55.5 1 1.3 10 9 75.0 150 63. 
No 20 16. 1 33.3 114 145.1 6 35.2 3 25.0 6i 25.9 
Did Not Answer 15 l2.-- 6 11.1 2 6. 1 5.9 0 0.0 211 10.2 



TABLE V 

The importance of the school library in the modern 

program of instruction is today practically unquestioned. 

We agree that the library should be a laboratory for 

the school curriculum, a correlating factor in the work 

of the various school departments. It should also, through 

reading for pleasure and profit, be a medium for the devel- 

opment of good reading habits and tastes. 

A summary of the data in Table V clearly indicates 

that a radical change in practIces is in order. Only the 

study halls seem generally to he located advantageously 

so far as the library is concerned. This is doubtless 

due to the fact that many libraries are located within 

the study hail or in an adjoining room connected with the 

study hail. 

The social sciences seem the department suffering 

most from poor choice of library location, 101 schools, 

or 4.2.9 per cent, indicating the library is not located 

advantageously with respect to this department. The table 

further indicates that the small schools are most at 

fault, with 7L per cent social science classes feeling 

slighted; while the larger high schools have 52.9 per 

cent, and the city schools even less, with 25 per cent. 

The physical sciences come next, with 73, or 31.0 

per cent, indicating dissatisfaction. With each group 



except the large high school, the tendency shows a con- 

stant increase. The rural high schools indicate 23.1 

per cent disapproval; the small high schools, 35.1 per 

cent; the medium high schools, 4-1.9 per cent; the large 

high schools, 29.- per cent; and the city high schools, 

66.6 per cent. 

So far as advantage is concerned, the English De- 

partment apparently holds the key position, only 50, or 

21.2 per cent, expressing the view that the library is so 

located as to put their department at a disadvantage. A 

further summarization the data shows: rural, 13.2 per 

cent; small, 22.1 per cent; medium, 3.7 per cent; large, 

35.2 per cent; and city, 33.3 per cent. In the last 

three groups, the percentage is almost constant at 33 per 

cent. 

The table shows a wider variation with respect to 

the administrative offIces than with any of the depart- 

mente, e.g. rural, i6. per cent; small, 33.3 per cent; 

medium, 11.5.1 per cent; large, 35.2 per cent; and city, 

25 percent. In the rural high schools, the books are 

few and are frequently placed in the principal's office. 

Sometimes the principal puts his desk in a room used 

jointly for his office and the library, or the books are 

shelved in the English room. In the small high schools, 

book shelves are placed wherever space is available, a 



fact which accounts for the increase in percentage. 

Many of the medium high schools haire not remodeled and 

are using a epare classroom for the library; thus the 

library is placed away from the administration office. 

The percentage drop in the large and city schools le 

35.2 per cent and 25 per cent respectIvely. This is due 

in part to the establishing of a library with proper 

planning as to Its location and size and thus providing 

for many of the administrative needs. Doubtless the 

administrators avail themselves of the city library and 
other sources not found In smaller centers. 



TABLE VI 

NORMAL SEATING CAPACITY OF MAIN READING ROOM 

Rural Small Medium Large City Total 
H.S. ILS. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

125* 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 216.6 2 0. 

1-l25 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 19.3 23.5 6 o.o 16 6. 

5l-.O 10 .2 0 0.0 3 9.6 2 11.7 3 25.0 i 7.6 

21-50 21 17.3 15 27.7 19 61.2 9 52.9 o 0.0 61t. 27.2 

11-20 26 2l.1 30 55.9 3 9.6 1 5. 0 0.0 6o 25.5 

1-10 63 52.1 9 i6,o 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 72 30.6 
Did. Not 
Answer 1 O. 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. 1 .3 3 1.2 

It is a recognIzed fact that the library room and 

its seating facilities have a direct bearing on the use 

or the library. The data summarized in Table VI indicate 

a great need for better seating facilities for our Oregon 

libraries. 

As can be expected, the smaller the high school, the 

smaller the reading room; also, the larger the school, 

the larger the reading room accommodations. For instance, 

(Table VI), 63 or 52.1 per cent of the rural schools have 

seating accommodations of from one to ten. Of the small 

high schools 30, or 55.9 per cent, accomodate from 11 to 

20; of the medium high schools, 19, or 61.2 per cent, 

have a reading room seating from 21 to 50; of the large 



high schools, 52.9 per cent have a seating capacity of 21 

to 50; while the city high schools show 50 per cent and. 

have seating room for from 51 to 0 students. This table 

further reveals that 72, or 30.6 per cent, of the schools 

have a normal seating capacity for from one to ten students; 

60, or 25.5 per cent, from li to 20; and 6h., or 27.2 per 

cent, from 21 to 50. In other words, 196, or 3.h- per 

cent, of all the schools in Oregon have for their main 

reading room a normal seating capacity of 50 or less. 
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TABLE VII 

DOES THE SIZE AND PLACEMENT OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE DOOR 
PERMIT READY ENTRANCE AND EXIT 

WITHOUT CONFUSION? 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No0 % No. % No, % No. % No. % 

Yes 110 90.9 25 14.6,2 1 5.O 12 70.5 66.6 

No 11 9.9 29 53.7 13 14.1.9 5 29.14- 11 33.3 
Did Not 
Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

In the establishment of a central high school libra- 

ry, the size and placement of the main entrance door 

should receive consideration. It is evident from data 

presented in Table Vii. that such has not been the custom. 

In the rural high schools this presents no problem, as 

90.9 per cent of the schools in this group indicate 

that no confusion of cross lines exists in the passing 

to and from the library and classrooms. On the other 

hand, only 14-6.2 per cent of the small high schools indicate 

no difficulty; while 53.7 per cent show there is a 

problem. In the medium high schools, 5 per cent are 

not troubled in this matter; while 111.9 per cent state 

there is confusion due to sise and placement of the door. 

The large and city high schools indicate that approxi- 

mately one third (214..9 large, 33.3 city) consider this a 



factor In relation to the proper functioning of their 

lIbraries. The use of the library has a direct rela- 

tion to the ease with which It can be reached. 



TABLE VIII 

IS THE LIBRARY DESK PLACED TO INSURE 
EASE AND EFFICIENCY IN THE SUPERVISION 

OF THE MAIN LIBRARY READING ROOM? 

Rural 
H. S. 

No. % 

Yes 110 90.9 

No 10 9.2 
Did Not 
Answer 1 0. 

Small 
H.S. 

No. % 

ì49 90.7 

5 9.2 

0 0.0 

Medium Large 
H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % 

31 100.016 911.1 

0 0.0 1 5. 

0 0.0 0 0.0 

51 

City Total 
H. S. 

No. % No. % 

12 100.0 21 92.7 

0 0.0 16 6. 

0 0,0 1 oii 

In a majority of the schools of the state, the trend 

is toward a greater integration of the instructional 

rOgrarn. In recognition of this fact, the librarian's 

desk must be so placed as to insure ease and efficiency 

in the supervision of the library. An analysis of Table 

VIII would indicate that the schools have eliminated 

this problem by placing the librarian's desk in the best 

available space for serving this need, As shown by the 

table, 2l, or 92.7 per cent, have done so; while only 

i6, or 6. per cent, indicate that the location of the 

librarian's desk does not afford ease and efficiency in 

the supervision of the reading room or library. 



TABLE IX 

ARE THE GENERAL SPCIFICATICNS AND PLACEMENT 
0F THE CHARGING DESK StICH AS TO INSURE 

MAXIMUM WORKING EFFICIENCY? 

Rural 
H. S. 

No. 

Yes 7 71.9 

No 33 27.2 
Did Not 
Answer i O. 

Small 
H. S. 

No. % 

13 2kO 

il-1 75.9 

0 0.0 

Medium 
.l. 

No. % 

19 61.2 

12 3.7 

0 0.0 

Large 
H. S. 

No. % 

10 5,g 

7 Lta.i 

0 0.0 

City 
H. S. 

No. % 

5 'i.6 

7 5.3 

o 0.0 

52 

Total 

No. % 

13I. 57.0 

100 4-2.5 

i 

A library will function in direct proportion to the 

amount of service it renders. Little or no use will 

be made of a library that cannot quickly and efficient- 

iy sUpDly the needs of an individual. It is s±gnificant 

to note, from the data presented in Table IX, that l31 

or 57 per cent of the secondary schools included in this 

report state that the general specifications and place- 

ment of the desk are such as to interfere with maximum 

working efficiency. The rural schools have the poorest 

showing of the group, with 272 per cent indicating that 

some change would be desirable. The low percentage is 

doubtless due to the size of the school as well as to the 

limited number of books. Many schools of this size keep 

all their so-called libraryU in the English classroom. 

The small schools indicate the highest, 75.9 per 

cent, dissatisfaction. This can be attributed to the 
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ambitious administrator in his desire to be progressive. 

He establishes a library with lIttle or no planning, then 

suddenly finds himself limited. in building space, as well 

as in teaching personnel qualified to organize or handle 

a library. 

Table IX further indicates that 3.7 per cent of the 

medium, kl.i per cent of the large, and 5,3 per cent of 

the city high schools consider the general specifications 

and placement of the charging desk to be inadequate. The 

increased demand made for library service in our secondary 

schools and the employment of part and full-time, trained 

librarians who have established library standards, doubt- 

less account for the heavy percentage in the last two 

groups. 



TABLE X 

KINDS OF ROOMS INCLuDED IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY LAYOUT 

Rural H.S. Small H.S. Medium H.S. Large H.S. City H.S. Total 
No. % No. % ro. % uo. % To. % No. % 

Reading (Main) Room 37 21I..7 21 22 70.9 15 9 75.0 lOi-I- 

Work Room 2 1.6 2 3.7 i- 12.9 117.O 3 25.0 19 .0 

Librarian's Office i O. 1 l. i 3.2 1 5. Ll 33.3 3.1.! 

Reference Room.. 3 2»-I- 2 3.7 6 19.3 Ij 23.14 6 50.0 21 19 
Storage Boom 6 .9 5 9.2 1 3.2 11.7.0 3 25.0 23 9.7 
Restricted Shelves 6.6 2 3.7 2 6.t. 2 11.7 0 0.0 11t 5.9 
Browsing Room or 

Corner 6.6 3 5.5 1 3.2 1 5. O 0.0 13 5.5 
LibraryTrainingRoom O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Locked Bookcase 6 1L9 O 0.0 2 6.L 2 11.7 1 .3 li 11.l 

Library Staff-Room O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 -1-l.6 5 2.1 
Comm. or Conference 
Room O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Periodical Room O 0.0 2 3.7 1 3.2 1 5. 2 i6.6 6 2.5 
Faculty Reading Room O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 .3 1 O.14 

Textbook Room 5 h1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 2.1 
Reserve Book Room 0 0.0 1 l. 1 3.2 1 5. 0 0.0 3 1.2 
Separate Circul. 
Room O ,0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Study Hall Library 4-1 33. 13 21-kO 10 32.0 7 14l.1 0 0.0 53 22.5 
Stock Room 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 L 33,3 Ll 1.7 
Did. Not Answer 3.2 2 3.7 3 9.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 9 3. 

'Ji 

4. 
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TABLE X 

Ta11e X lists the types of rooms Included in the 

library layout found. In each school. In the analysis of 

the data, a number of' significant features are brought 

to light, For instance, loLi, or 2 per cent, of the 

schoole have a main reading room, with the per cent 

Increasing In proportion to enrollment increase; this 

ranges from 2. 7 per cent in the rural, to .2 per cent 

in the large high schools, with a slight drop to 75 per 

cent in the city schools To the above figures there 

should be added Lia for the rural, 13 for the small, and 

10 for the medium high schools, i6, or 7l.11 per cent, 

that use a study hail library as their main reading room. 

The trend is well indicated toward supplying reading 

rooms for library purposes. 

Few schools have separate workrooms where book 

mending, binding, etc., can be carried on. Only nIne- 

teen, or .0 per cent, have such facilities, the greater 

number being in the two larger groups; or 11.7 per cent, 

in the larger, and 3, or 25 per cent, in the city high 

school group. Except in the city group, practically none 

have an office for the librarian. This is probably 

because only a relatively few schools employ full-time 

librarians, have only limited space available in the 

school buildings, and have administrators who rail to 



recognize such needs. 

In the matter of reference rooms, the range is from 

2»1 per cent in the rural to 50 per cent in the city high 

schools, the per cent constantly increasing in proportion 

to the size of the school. 

The data further indicate a need for reference rooms, 

and that restricted shelves are rapidly being replaced 

by browsing rooms or corners where students can have 

access to books that they can take down, thumb through, 

or read if they so desire. Naturally the larger school, 

the greater its library accommodation. That is, the 

libraries In the large and city groups have more rooms and 

more facilities than do those of the schools of the small- 
er group. This is to be eected, as the demands for 

increased service In the larger schools have necessitat- 
ed better facilities. 



TABLE XI 

WINDOW E)OSURE 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. Medium H. S. Large H. S. City H. S. Total 
No. f No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

North 27 22.3 7i1- 14 12.9 1V7.O 3 25,0 1i6 19.5 

South 2 23.1 11 20.3 5 9.2 2 11.7 1 ¿.3 147 20.0 

East 36 29.7 23 -1-2.5 9 29.0 2 11.7 3 25.0 73 31.0 

West 19 15.7 12 22.2 6 19.3 3 17.6 3 25.0 143 1.3 

North and East 0 0.0 1 1. 2 6.14 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 1.2 

South arid West 0 0.0 3 5.5 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 Lt 1.7 

East and West 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 9.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 1.2 

North, East and. West O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. 0 0.0 1 0.14 

North, South, East 
and West 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. 1 .3 2 0. 

No Outside Windows 1 O. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0.14. 

Did Not Answer 10 .2 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 1 0.0 12 5.1 



TABLE XI 

One of the major educational problems that admini- 

strator are struggling with Is that of lighting facili- 
ties. The securing of adequate lighting presents a great- 

er problem in libraries than in classrooms, for two 

reasons: First, because library should be the isboratory 

of knowledge seekers; and second, because of the location 

which the library has been aThtted. In many cases, the 

least suitable room in the building is used to house the 

library. 

The data in Table XI indicate a trend for east 

window exposure, with 73, or 31.0 per cent; south follows 

with 117, or 20.0 per cent; north with 11.6, or 19.5 per 

cent; and west with L.3., or l.3 per cent. Three had 

north and east ex'oosures; four, south and west; three, 

east and west; one, north, east, and west; two, north, 

south, east, and west; and one school library had no 

outside windows. 

Breaking down this tabulation even more reveals that 

the rural, small, and medium high schools have a greater 

per cent ( 29.7 per cent; 112.5 per cent; 29.0 per cent) 

of east window exposure; while the larger high schools 

with 14.7 per cent favor the north window exposure. The 

city high schools are about equally d±vided, covering 
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the four major directions of exposures. In the individual 

groupings, only two stand out Drominently; the small 

high school has 23, or 1l2.5 per cent, with east window 

exposure; and the large high school group has , or 

147 per cent, north window exoosure, 



Shades 
Venetian 

Blinds 
Draw 

Curtains 

Rural 
H.S. 

No. % 

63 52.0 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

Awnings 0 0.0 

No Covering li4 11.5 
Did Not 
Answer 11M- 36.3 

TABLE XII 

WINDOW COVERING 

Small 
H. S. 

No. % 

11.3 79.6 

1l 7.4 

0 0.0 

1 0. 

3 5.5 

3 5.5 

Medi urn 
H. S. 

No. % 

27 7.O 

0 0.0 

2 6.11. 

1 3.2 

0 0.0 

1 3.2 

Large 
H. S, 

No. % 

12 70.5 

1 5. 

i 5. 

0 0.0 

2 11.7 

i 5. 

City 
H. S. 

No. % 

6 50.0 

3 25.0 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

0 0.0 

3 25.0 

Many schools do not use window coverings, especially 

on the north side. As revealed in Table XII, a number of 

schools did not indicate the type of covering, if any, 

for their library windows. The data does reveal, however, 

although returns were low on this information, that from 

50 per cent in the city high schools to 7 per cent in 

the medium high schools have shades on the library win- 

dows. It is interesting to note that four (7.14 per cent) 

of the small high schools, one large high school (5. per 

cent), and three city high schools, (25 per cent), have 

venetian blinds. Further investIgation reveals that 

these are all new schools or have undergone recent remodel- 

ing. It might, therefore be safe to assume that in our 

libraries the old type window shade is being replaced by 

the modern venetian blind. 
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TABLE XIII 

WINDOW AREA 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
Number of H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

Windows No. % No. % No. $ No. % No. % 

10+ 16 13.2 5 9.2 9 29.0 3 17.6 10 3.3 

9 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
k 

5 14..1 0 0.0 0 0.0 1.1W 23.5 1 ,3 

7 1 1L 0 0.0 3 9.6 1 5. 0 0.0 

6 12 9.9 17 31.4- 7 22.5 0 0.0 1 .3 

0 0.0 6 11.1 6 19.3 5 29.14- 0 0.0 

Ii. 0 0.0 0 o.o 5 16.1 2 11.7 0 0.0 

3 10 9.0 114. 25.9 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

2 24.1 33. 6 11.1 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 0.0 

1 0 0.0 14. 7.14. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

No Windows 7 5.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Did Not 

Answer 2 1.6 2 3.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

The presence of glare is one of the most common and 

serious faults of lighting. G-lare interferes with clear 

vision, causes discomfort and eye fatigue, and may result 

In permanent impairment of vision. Glare results from 

too powerful a source of light or from too much light 

coming directly into the eyes. Windows in the school 

library should be plentiful, and well distributed through- 

out the room. 



As might be expected, the number of windows in the 

library room is definitely related to the size of the 

school. Table XIII presents some interesting data con- 

cerning the number of windows reported by the various 

schools, It is startling to discover that seven schools, 

or 5,7 per cent, in the rural group, reported that they 

have no windows in their library, while 1il, or 33. per 

cent, have but two windows. Of the small high schools, 

17, or 3l.t per cent, have six windows; of the medium 

high schools, 9, or 29 per cent, have from nine to 12; 

while of the larger high schools, five, or 29.11. per 

cent have but five. The city schools usually have 20 

or more windows. Until we link the information given 

in other tables relative to size and location of win- 

dows, and the size of room they serve, little signifi- 

cance can be attached to data in this table, 
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TABLE XIV 

SIZE OF WINDOWS 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H1,S. H.S. H.S H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

6 x 7 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 6.'-i- o o.o o o,o 
6 x o o.o o o,o o 0.0 1 5. O 0.0 
5 x 9 lii. 11.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
5 x O 0.0 1 33.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
5 x 7 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 9.6 o o.o o o.o 

X 5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 .3 
L;t x 9 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 0.0 
L1 X O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. O 0.0 
1k x 5- O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 0.0 
14 x 9 0 0.0 o 0.0 1 5, O 0.0 
24 x 2- 19. O 0.0 0 0.0 3 17.6 o o.o 
Li. x 7 27 22.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. O 0.0 
3. x 11 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 .3 

3* x O 0.0 0 0.0 3 9.6 2 11.7 0 0.0 
3- x O 0.0 0 0.0 12 3.7 i 5.' O 0.0 
3t x 7 O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 J. .3 
3x 12. 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 9.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 
3 1 9 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. O 0.0 
3 x O 0.0 12 22.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
3 x 7 0 0.0 15 27.7 12.9 0 0.0 0 0.0 
3 x 6 o o.o o 0.0 0 0.0 1 5» 0 0.0 
3 x 5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 .3 
3 x 3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. 0 0.0 
2- x 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 6.Ii o o.o o o.o 
2 x 6 L. 39.6 3 5.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
1-2/3 x 0 0.0 2 3.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Did Not 
Answer 6.6 o 0,0 0 0.0 0 0.0 66.6 

Information given in Table XIV is most striking. There 

were 26 different sized windows reported by the 235 

schools in this study. These windows range in many corn- 

bination sizes, from 1-2/3 ft. by * ft. to 6* ft. by 7 ft. 

There seems to be little uniformity in size In any one 

group, neither can one say that these data indicate a 



popular or standard size. For instance, in the rural 

high schools, or 39.6 per cent, have windows 2 ft. 

by 6 ft; 27, or 22.3 per cent, schools have windows 

14. ft. by 7 ft.; while or l9. per cent, in this 

group have LI. ft. by ft. windows. 

In the small high schools, the range is again wide. 

Windows of 3 ft. by 7 ft. were reported by 15, or 27.7 

per cent; 12, or 77.2 per cent, have 3 ft. by ft. 

windows; and l, or 33 per cent, have windows that measure 

5 ft. by ft. The medium sized schools have 12, or 

3.7 per cent, with windows 3 ft. by ft. The other 

schools in this group have windows that vary from 2ì ft. 
by g ft. up to the top bracket, 6* ft. by 7 ft. So far 

as window size is concerned, the large and city high 

schools are scattered well up and down the list. However, 

or 66.6 per cent, of the city high schools failed to 

retort the size of their windows. 



TAULE XV 

TYPE OF LIGHT: 

Rural Small Medium 
H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No, % No. % 

Direct 67 55,3 35 61kg 6 19.3 
Semi- 

Direct 51 42.l 15 27.7 2Il 77.11. 

Indirect 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Did Not 
Answer 3 2.11- 14 7.4. 1 3.2 

tNG 

Large 
H. S. 

No. % 

O 0.0 

i6 91I..1 

i 5,g 

0 0.0 

Ç it3r 
H. S. 

No. % 

i .3 

10 g3,3 

i g,3 

0 0.0 

65 

Total 

No. % 

109 11.6.3 

ii6 119.3 

2 o.g 

3.4 

Lighting is a matter of great importance to the 

library. The strain of modern life upon the eyes is 

very great and is especially noticeable during the school 

age. The increase in eye defects and discomfort during 
this period is striking evicLence of this fact. The sci- 

entific formulas evolved by illumination engineers should 

be followed, for there are few schools in this state 

that do not use artificial light. 

Information given in Table XV indicates that 109, 

or 11-6.3 per cent, of the schools have direct type of 

lighting, and 116, or 19.3 per cent, have semi-direct; 
two, or o. per cent, have indirect lighting, and g, or 

3.11- per cent, did not answer. 

The large and city high schools lead with 16, or 

911-.1 per cent, and 10, or 3.3 per cent, respectively, 

with semi-direct lighting. As might be expected, the 

rural and small high schools, 67, or 55.3 per cent, and 



35, or 61i. per cent, reepectively, have direct lighting 

in their libraries. This fact is in many instances 

due to the time when the building was wired and euiped 

for electricity. 



TABLE XVI 

NUMBER 0F ELECTPIC BULBS USED 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

25+ 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 16.6 

19-2I- 3 2. 0 0.0 3 9.6 0 0.0 7 5.3 

13-1g 0 0.0 3 5.5 0 0.0 2 11.7 1 .3 

9-12 11 9.0 g iI..g 0 0.0 g t7.0 2 16.6 

5- 17 3gg 211 I414 12 3.7 7 111.1 0 0.0 

1-4 52 l2.9 1 33.3 15 Lg3 0 o.o o o,o 
Did Not 

Answer g 6.6 1 i.g 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

The information given in Table XVI reveals that very 

few schools have more than 12 electric light bulbs in 

their library. These data indicate that 5, or 36.1 per 

cent, of the schools have from one to four electric 

1tilb in their libraries; while 90, or 3g3 per cent, 

have from five to eight. 

In the rural group 52, or 112.9 per cent, of their 

schools use from one to four bulbs, and 4-7, or 3g,g per 

cent, use five to eight. In the small high school grouD, 

or 33.3 per cent, have one to four bulbs, and 214rn, or 

14M. L per cent, have from five to eight. In the medium 

group 15, or per cent, have one to four; while 12, 

or 3g7 per cent, have from five to eight electric bulbs. 



In the large high school group, the number in- 

creases; for example, 7, or 14.1.1 per cent, hEve five to 

eight bulbs; while eight, or Li.7 per cent, have from 

nine to 12. 

The city high school group varies from nIne to more 

than 25 bulbs, with 7, or 5.3 per cent, having from 19 

to 214- bulbs in use in the library. 

This condition is undoubtedly a direct result of the 

size of the library room. In city high schools, the room 

is large and necessitates many bulbs for adequate light- 

ing. 
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TABLE XVII 

WATTAGE OF ELECTRIC BULBS 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

300 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 0.0 

200 0 0.0 6 11.1 3 9.6 2 11.7 3 25,0 

150 51 2.1 5 9.2 6 19.3 5 29.14 7 5,3 
loo L3 35.5 36 66.6 1 5,0 23.5 2 16.6 

75 22 l.1 6 11.1 3 9.6 3 17.6 o o.o 
Did. Not 
Answer 5 4-.1 1 i.a 1 3.2 1 5. 0 0.0 

It Is interesting to note the results of Table 

XVII with regard. to bulb wattage. Few schools, 311., or 

1L.J4 ter cent, rural, and. 26, or 11.0 per cent, small 

high schools used. bulbs ranging from 75 to 200 wattage. 

The general practice was the use of 100 watt bulbs, 109, 

or L6.3 per cent, schools using such wattage. Next 

popular was the 150 watt which was used. by 711rn, or 31.11. 

per cent, of schools. Two schools in the large group 

used 300 watt bulbs. 

An analysis of these data by groups revels that 51, 

or 11-2.1 per cent, rural high schools use 150 watt bi4bs; 

36, or 66.6 per cent, small high schools use 100 watt; 

l, or 5 per cent, medium high schools also use the 100 

watt bulb; while 5, or 29.tI per cent, and 7 or 5.3 per 
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cent, in the large and city high schools respectively 

use the 150 watt bulb in the library. 

Again thIs condition Is necessitated by the Increase 

In size of the library rooms, from very small in the rural 

schools to very large in the city high schools. 
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TABLE XVIII 

HEIGHT OF CEILING LIGHTS PBOVE FLOOR 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H.S. H.S. H.2. H.S. H.S. 

No. % io. % iio. % Iso. % 

114. ft. L.6 3.O 19 35.1 9 29.0 1 5. 33.0 

13 ft. O 0,0 10 l.5 O 0.0 1 5. 0 0.0 

l2 ft. 0 0.0 O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 14 33.0 

12 ft. 13 10.7 6 11.1 i6.i 6 35.3 0 0.0 

li ft. 0 0.0 1 l. 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 .3 

10 ft. 21 17.3 9 16.6 4- 12.9 3 17.6 1 .3 

9* ft. 14 0.3 0 0,0 0 0.0 2 11.7 O 0.0 

9 ft. 23 19.0 5 9.2 11 35.14 2 11.7 0 0.0 

-?j ft. 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 6.14. 2 11.7 0 0.0 

g rt. 6 14-.9 O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Did Not 
Answer g 6.6 1 7.LI 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 16.6 

The height of ceiling lights above the floor is usually 

governed by the height of the ceiling. The trend Is for 

114--foot ceilings. This height is poDular in the rural, 

small, and medium high school grouìs, but drops to a 

12-foot ceiling in the large group, 6, or 35.3 per cent, 

of the schools having the lower ceiling. Again, the city 

high schools are somewhat divided as to the height of 

their lights. A significant fact, not shown in this 

table but indicated by foot note in the original study, 
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Is that a number of schools with high ceilings have low- 

ered the lights to afford better lighting for the stu- 

dents. This indicates an effort to provide even lighting 

distribution in all parts of the library. 



73 

TABLE XIX 

COLOR OF WALLS 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
t_T 
L. J. 

U c L. ti 
¿J. J. ti 

J.. 
c 
J.,. 

ti C 
L. J.Je 

No. No. % No, % No. % No. % 

Dark 3 2,I1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Medium 21 17.3 21 30 56.7 3 17.6 2 16.6 

Light 93 76. 33 6i.i 0 0.0 11- 2.3 10 3.3 
Did Not 
Answer 14 3,3 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

It is now known that some colors have a deDressing 

effect upon individuals; also that some colors have a 

tendency to absorb light. With this in mind, one cannot 

overlook the importance of proper color scheme for the 

library. Table XIX reveals the color schemes found in 

the libraries in the secondary schools of Oregon. That 

the trend is to have a light ceiling is indicated by the 

fact that 1514., or 65.5 per cent, of the schools reported 

they use a light color. Only 77, or 32.7 per cent, had 

walls of a medium shade; while the dark color was found 

in only 3, or 1.2 per cent, of the schools. 
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TABLE XX 

COLOR OF CEILING 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % No. No. No. % 

Dark 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Medium 0 0.0 1.1 20.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Light 117 96.6 lI-3 79.6 30 96.7 17100.0 12100.0 
Did Not 
Answer 11 3.3 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Information presented. In Table XX reveals that 2.9 or 

93.1 per cent of the schools now have the ceiling of 

their library in a light color. A comparison of data 

in Table XIX with that of this table indicates clearly 

that the schools are following a recommended practice that 

experience has proved, namely, that white ceilings and 

light or buff colored walls are best for library rooms. 



TABLE XXI 

TYPE OF SHELVES 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. Medium H. S. Large H. S. City H. S. Total 
No. g No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

OPEN FACED SHELVIN 
Yes 110 90,9 5 100.0 2 90.3 17 100.0 12 100.0 221 911.O 

No. 10 ¿.2 O 0.0 3 9.6 o o.o o o.o 13 5. 
Did Not Answer i O. O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0. 

ADJUSTABLE SHELVING 
Yes lo .2 30 55.5 21 67.7 13 76.14 12 100.0 6 36.6 
No ill 91.7 2 4M-»1. 10 32.2 4- 23.5 0 0.0 1149 63. 
Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 O 0.0 

WOODEN SHELVING 
Yes 121 100.0 53 9.l 31 100.0 17 100.0 12 100.0 23 99.5 
No O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
Did. Not Answer O 0.0 1 l. O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 oi'- 

METAL SHELVING 
Yes O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0,0 
No 121 100.0 51 100.0 30 96.7 17 100.0 12 100.0 2311 99, 

Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 0. 
BOTTOM SHELF STATIONARY 

Yes 77 63.6 35 61 30 96.7 17' 100.0 12 100.0 171 72.7 
No I4 36.3 19 35.2 0 0.0 O 0.0 0 0.0 63 26. 
Did. Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 oi 

CLOSED DISPLAY SHELVES 
Yes 22 l.l 5 9.2 0 0.0 1 O 0.0 2 11.9 
No 99 9 90.7 30 96.7 16 9I-.1 12 100.0 206 7.6 
Did Not Answer 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 O.14 

FREE STANDING FLOOR 
STACKS 

Yes 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 2 16.6 11 1.7 
No 121 100.0 514. 100.0 31 100.0 15 P.2 10 3.3 231 9.3 
Did Not Answer 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
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TABLE XXI 

Books that do not prove their usefulness y being 

in demand in the secondary schools are hardly justifi- 

able. Therefore, the general run of library books, with 

the exception of a limited group of reserves, should be 

displayed on open shelves around the walls of the main 

reading room. Few books will be used if they are kept 

in a closed-off stack or in a locked bookcase. 

Table XXI lists the tyDe of shelves found in the 

secondary school libraries of Oregon. Oren faced shelves 

are used in 221, or 9I..O per cent; 6, or 36.6 per cent, 

indióate the use of adjustable shelves, the large and 

city high schools leading with 13, or 76.4- per cent, and 

12, or 100 per cent, respectively. This is, in itself, 
a sign that libraries are receiving consideration in our 

program of curriculum revision. 

All schools but one indicated they used wooden shelves, 

which of course, forced a negative answer on the use of 

metal shelves. 

One hundred and seventy-one, or .9 per cent, in- 

dicated the bottom shelf was stationary, a fact which 

shows permanency of the library location. This situation 

ran extremely high in the medium, large, and city high 

schools. Sixty-three, or 26.g per cent, indicated the 
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shelf was not stationary, The data further show that 
only 2 schools had closed display shelves; while 206 

did not. There is a marked tendency to do away entirely 

with the traditional closed d1play shelves. 

Of the 235 schools reporting, not one had free 

standing floor stacks in their library. This, however, 

is not a shocking discovery as library development is a 

comparatively new thing in secondary schools of Oregon. 
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TABLE )OCII 

HEIGHT OF TOP SH1F ABOVE FLOOR 

Rural Small edium Large City 
H.S. H.S. HS. LS. H.S. 

. 

No. No. % o. % rio. % To. 

fi;, 2G 2L11- O 0.0 5 i6.i o oo o oo 
7 Ít. O 0,0 11 2O3 O 0.0 0 0,0 0 O?O 
6 ft. IO in. 3 2.1. i 1. O OO O 0.0 0 OO 
6 rt. 6 in, 2 i,6 2 3.7 1 3.2 2 11.7 4- 333 
6 ít, )i in. O o.o 3 5. o o.o O 0.0 0 0.0 
G ít, 3 ifl. O OO O 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 1 .3 
6 ít. 6,6 17 31J1- 12 3.7 i 5 O 0,0 

5 ft. 11 ir;i.17 1Lt.O O 0,0 .0 0,0 7,0 1- 33,3 
5 ft. 6 in. 63 52.0 4- i 3,2 2 11.7 1 ,3 

5 ft. i in. O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5, O 0,0 

5 ft. 2 in. O 0.0 0 0,0 0 0,0 1 5. 1 ,3 

5 ft, 0 0.0 ]J4- 25,9 9 29.0 0 0,0 0 0.0 
L. ft. io in. o o.o o 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 .3 
Li.. ft. 6 in. 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 9.6 0 o.o o oo 
Did Not 
Answer 2 1.6 2 3.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Books may be said. to be conveniently housed hen 

they are readilty accessible and easily kept in order. 

This means that shelving isnot to be higher than the 

reach of the average person, and not de:ter than is 

necessary to accommodaté the general run of books when 

Dlaced on end. 

An analysis of Table XXII reveals that the shelves 

range in height from Li- ft. 6 in. to ft., with the ma- 

jority (l3, or 58.7 ìer cent), reDorting heights of 

5 ft. 6 in. to 6 ft., which are within the above recom- 

mendation. Again radical departure is found most -orev- 

aient among rural and small high schools, 26, or 21.Li- 
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per cent, rural high schools having shelves as high a 

ft.; while, 11, or 20.3 per cent, of the small high 

schools had shelves 7 ft. in height. The rural high 

schools, 63, or 52 per cent, had shelves 5 ft. 6 inches 

high; 17, or 3l.14 per cent, ofthe small high schools 

used shelves an even 6 ft. high; 12, or 3.7 pçr cent, 

of the meöi.um sized high schools also used 6 ft. shelves, 

and eight, or 7 per cent, of thelarge high schools 

used shelves 5 ft. il inches high. 

Library shelves in city high schools ran from )4 ft. 

lO inches to 6 ft. 6 inches. They fall, however, into 

two groups, four, or 33 per cent, of the schools hd 

shelves 6 ft. 6 Inches in height, and a like number had 

shelves 5 ft. il inches high. 

This table shows that in the schools of the three 

smaller groups a replacement of books is needed for the 

convenience of the student. 



TABLE XXIII 

DISTANCE BETWEEN SOLID UPRIGHTS SUPPORTING SHELVES 

Rural Small Med±urn Large City 
H S. H; S. H S. H; S. H. S. 

. 

No. 2 No. 2 No. No. % No. 
; 

12 13 lO.7 O OO O OO O 00 O 00 
Io o 0.0 1 l. O 0.0 0 0,0 0 OO 
G ít. io in. o o.o o o.o ) 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
G rt. 3 in. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 O0 
6 t. r' ?'o o o.o o oo 3 i76 o ò.o 

. ft. 6.6 32 59.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 i6L6 
3 ftl0 1n O 0.0 0 00 17 5ll. 5 29? i .3 
3 ft 6 in.69 57.0 l 33.0 11 35 O 0.0 5 l.6 
3 ft. 3 2.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. 2 i66 
2 ft. 10 i. 0 0.0 2 3.7 2 6 3 17.6 1 S.3 
2 ft. in. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
2 ft. 6 in. O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 ,3 
Less than 

2 ft. 6 in.0 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 3 17.6 0 0.0 
Did. Not 
Answer 11 9.0 1 l. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Another requisite for the library is that spacing 

bet'een uprights should be reasonably short so that the 

shelves will not sag ai cause books to fail in upon each 

other. As a three-foot shelf of good material will not 

sag, it has become standard in the modern library. 

Table XXIII reveals that the standary practice among 

secondary school 1ibr . ries is 3 ft. 6 inches; 110, or 

per cent, of the Oregon high schools are in this 
grouì. In only two of the groups,. however, did he 

majority of schools favor this dimension; the rural high 

school with 69, or 57 rer cent, s nd the city high schools 

with 5, or Li1.6 per cent. The small high schools, with 



32, or 59.2 per cent, favored a Li ft. shelf, while the 

iediurn and large high schools with 17, or 514. per cent, 

and 5, or 29.11 per cent, resrectively, favored a 3 ft 

10 inch shelf. Again, as shown by the table, the devia- 

tion is entirely out of line wIth the trend or standard. 



TABLE )OCIV 

DEPTH OF SHELVING FROH WALL 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H; S. H; S. H; S. H; S. H. S. 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

12 in. 11r9 UOII 23 -25 O OO O OO O OO 
11 in. 5 1-kl 114.. 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 
11 in. 0 0.0 0 0?0 13 111.9 11 ¿1-,7 O OO 
b in. 63 52.1 21 3.O C 0.0 2 11.7 3 25.0 
9- in. O 0.0 0 0.0 li 35»4- O 0.0 7 5,3 
9 in. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 16.6 

in o oo o oo 6 193 3 17.6 o 0?O 
7 in. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 5. 0 0.0 
6 in. 0 0.0 2 3.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

Did Not 
Answer I- 3.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

ExDerience has shown that a shelf depth o eight 

inches is sufficient for the majority of books. A few 

sections of deeper shelving should be included for over- 

sized volumes that are found in all secondary schools. 

The common practice in Oregon schools, as shown in Table 

XXIV, seems to favor the 10-inch depth, inàsmuch as 

or 37. per cent, have shelves witli that depth. Next is 

a 12-inch shelf found in 72, or 30.6 per cent, of the 

schools. The range is from 12 inches down to 6 inches, 

found in only two schools of the small group. 

In analyzing this table, it would be safe to assume 

that in the majority of the secondary schools of Oregon 

the contractor or caenter in provid,ing book shelves 

followed the line oÍ' lest resistance by using the board 



seemingly handiest, and giving little or no thought 

to the purpose the shelf was to serve. 



TABLE XXV 

HEIGHT OF BOTTOM SHELF FROM FLOOR 

Rural Small Medium Large City 
H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % No. % ro. % bio. % 

24- in:, 37 3Q O OO O 0.0 0 o;o O 00 
12 in. ii-2 3IL.7 O 0.0 0 OO O OO O 0.0 
9. in 2 1.6 o o?o 2 2 11.7' 0 00 
9 in. 5 Lil O 0.0 3 96 o oo o oo 

:1n. 3 2..14 O 0.0 0 0.0 2 11.7 0 0.0 
7 ifl i l O 00 6 193 1 5 2 l66 
6 i.n. 0 0.0 6 11.1 o o.o o r' .o o o.o 
6 1n 29 239 2 3.7 9 2.O 2 fl7 0 0.0 
5 in. 0 0.0 Il 20.3 2 6.Ii. 2 11.7 ,O 0.0 
I; in. 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 33.3 
L. in, O 0.0 6 n.i 16.1 2 11.7 t 33,3 
3 in. G 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 17.6 0 0.0 
3 in. 0 0,0 5 9,2 3 9.6 0 0.0 2 16,6 

Did. Not 
Answer 2 1.6 1 l. 1 3.2 3 17.6 0 0.0 

In school library planning, four to cix inches is 

considered. sufficient base, that is, the height of the 

bottom shelf from floor. 

Tabe XXV reveals that no standard practice has been 

followed.. Ten, or per cent, have a height of three 

inches, while 37, or 15.7 per cent, have 2 inches to 

bottom shelf from the floor. Forty-two, or 17. per 

cent, have asixinch base 'rhile an equal number have a 

12-inch base. The other schools are scattered. rather 

equally among most known board widths from three inches 

to 12 inches. 



TOTAL LIN: 

Rural 
H. S. 

No. 

5004 0 0O 

4-0l-500 0 0.0 

301-3O0 0 00 

201-300 0 O0 

101-200 37 3O5 

25-100 2 67.7 
Dici Not 
Answer 2 1.6 

TABLE XXVI 

AR FEET 
FORL 

5mal j 
H.S. 

No. 

o o.o 

O 0,0 

I 1, 

6 11.1 

37 

2 3.7 

(s o5 

OF SHVING AVAILABLE 
LBRARY USE 

Mediuni Lag CitT Total 
H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % NO. % No. 

o o.o 1 5» II 91.7 11 ',6 

5 9,2 211.7 0 0.0 7 2.9 

25,E 3 17.6 0 0,0 12 5,1 

9 29,0 5 29, 0 0,0 20 ,5 

7 22.5 11 23.5 0 0.0 5 2L6 

2 i 5. O 0.012251,9 

0 0.0 1 5. i .3 6 2.5 

There seems to be no avai1ab1 record of shelving 

standards expressed in linear feet. Standards are recom- 

mendeci as to the number of VOlUmeS Der stuent, and. one 

can thus cieterinine the linear feet of library shelving 

by estimating the enrollment of the school over a nimber 

of years. 

The data listed in Table XXVI incilcate that the ma- 

jority, 122, or 51.9 er cent, of the schools have from 

25 to 100 linear feet of library shelving. The next 

laiest number are 26, or 11.0 per cent, with from 101 

to 200 linear feet and 20, or .5 er cent, with from 

201 to 300 feet. The date. show scattered dimensions from 

the 300 foot group up to better than 900 linear feet of 

library shelving founci in one of the city high schools. 



IS THE HATLTI 

Rurai 
H S. 

No. Za 

Yes 111 91.7 

No 10 9,2 
Did Not 
Answer 0 0.0 

TABLE XXVII 

AND VENTILATIN 

Smal± Meki uni 
H.S. H.S. 

No. No. $ 

51 2 90,3 

2 3,7 2 6,'- 

i 1.4 1 3.2 

- SYSTEM ADEQUATE? 

Large Cjtr Totsi 
H:S. H.S. 

NO. No. % No. % 

n II 91,621290,2 

6 35,2 0 0,0 20 ,5 

0 0.0 1 .3 3 1.2 

Heating and ventilating rccire consideration in 

the planning of a school library. Is the library Droper- 

ly heated: Can it be heated at night end on Saturdays 

without the heating of the entire school plant? These 

and many similar problems are of considerable importance 

to the library, if it is to function properly in th 

educational program. Two hundred and twelve, or 90.2 

per cent, of the schools indicate (Table X'VII) that the 

heating and ventilating system in their school is ade- 

quate; ythile 20, or .5 per cent, indicate it is in- 

adequate. The larger percentag e is in the large high 
school group which Indicates that six, or 35.2 per cent, 

of the schools have an inadequate heating and ventilating 

system in their school library, 



TABLE XXVJII 

DOES THE PLACLi'!T OF THE HEATING AND VENTILATING 
E UIPMENT INTERFERE WITH THE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS 

PLACEMENT OF FURNISHINGS? 

Rui'e.± S.li Me.iiini Lag C±tT Tol 
H.S. .S. H.S. H.S. H.S. 

No. % No. % No. No. % No. % No. 
; 

Yes t4l 33. 10 1.5 2 6J O 0.0 0 0.0 53 22.5 

No 71 6i,i I.O 74-.O 2S 9O3 17lOQ.Ol2lOQ.Ol7l727 
Did Not 

Answer 6 I..9 7.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.011 -'-.6 

A room adequate in size and location, can oftentimes 

be made ineffective bythe iriproper placement of heating 

nd lighting equipment. Such things as nteam pipes 

Diaced. between two windows or out from t'he wall, radia- 

tors imroper1y placed, or the ventilating shafts run- 

fling across the center and top of the room, are not un- 

o ommon. 

The data in Table XXVIII reveal that such things 

may exist in many of the secondary school libraries in 

Oreon. For example, 53, or 22.5per cent, in.icate that 

the placement of the heating and ventilating equipment 

interferes pith the most advantageous placement of fur- 

nl.shings in the library. Forty-one, or 33. percent, of 

the rural schools, 10, or l.5 per cent, of the small 

high schools, and two, or6.L per cent, of the medium 

high schools so indicated. 



One hundred and seventy-one, or 72.7 per cent, In- 

dicate no interference, rith the city and large high 

schools rerorting loo per cen in the negative, and the 

medium high schools 2, or 90.3 per cent. Eleven, or 

i per cent, did not report. The number reporting inter- 

ference is sufficient to justify corrective effort. 



TABLE XXIX 

PHYIOAL CONDITIONS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO APPEARANCE 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. Medllum H. S. Large H. S. City H. S. Total 
No. % IJo. % o. iTo. No. % No. 5g 

HIGH CEILINGS . . 

Yes 101 g3;14 50 92 24- 77 h 617 666 l9I g25 
No 20 16.5 7.4 6 19.3 6 3.2 Li 33.0 140 17.0 
Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0!Q 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 O.11 

APPROPRIATE LIGHTING . 

Yes 33 272 29 53,7 21 67,.7 lLi ¿2.3 66.6 105 )4L5 

No (7 71.9 25 Li6.2 9 29.0 3 17.6 33.0 l2 5k11 
Did Not Answer 1 0. O 0,0 1 3,2 0 OO O 0.0 2 O 

FL\1E PAINTINGS OR PRITTS 
Yes 33 272 10 l.5 15 L.3 1V70 12 100.0 33l 
No e7 71.9 1T4 i.Li 16 51.6 7 lfl..2 O 0.0 l5I 65.5 
DiJI NOt Answer i 0, O 0.0 0 00 2 11,7 0 0,0 3 1,2 

PLANTS 
Yes 121 100,0 9 16,6 12 37 7 

. 

1-l.1 O 00 1II9 63; 

No O. 0.0 5 3.3 19 61.2 10 12 100.0 6 36.6 
Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

BEALED OR DECORATED 
CEILING 

Yes 11 9;0 5 92 o oo O 00 5 L116 21 :9 
No 110 90.9 -9 90.7 31 100.0 17 100.0 7 5.3 214- 91.0 
Did. Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.9 0 0,0 

CURTAINS OR DIAPES 
Yec O 0O 14 

7).i.. 3 96 1 'I 333 12 i 

No 121 100.0 50 92.5 2E 90.3 16 9ì.1 66.6 223 91-ks 

Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0.0 0 0,0 0 0,0 
APPROPRIATELLOOLORING 

Yes 51 2 i 5)-I- 100 0 24- 77 15 
. 

12 100 0 156 66 3 
No 7fl 57.c4 O 0.0 7 22.5 2 11.7 0 0.0 79 33.6 

Did Not Answer 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 O..0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 



TABLE XXIX (CONT.) 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS WHICH CONTRIBUTE TO APPEARANCE 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. !edium H. S. Large H. S. City H. S. Total 
No. % No. % No. 7 No. % No. % To. % 

SCULPTURE . 

Yeg O 0.0 9 16.6 7 22.5 5 29.-I 3 25.0 2-I- 10,2 

No 121 100.0 4-5 3.3 2 77.Li 12 70.5 9 75.0 211 9.7 
Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 O 0,0 0 0.0 0 O?O 

POTTERY 
Yes O ;o o 00 O 00 3 176 3 25;O 6 2. 

No 121 100.0 5f!- 100.0 31 100.0 111 2.3 9 75.0 229 97. 

Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 
LITJRALS 

Yes 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0,0 1 5, O 
. 

0,0 1 

No 121 100.0 5L1. 100.0 31 100.0 iG 9Lkl 12 100.0 234 99.5 
Did. Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 O 0.0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 

BROVISING CORNER . . 

Yes O 0.0 0 0.0 6 19,3 i 5, O 0,0 7 2,9 

No 121 100.0 52 96.2 25 o.6 i6 9)4-.l 12 100.0 226 96.1 

Dici Not Answer 0 0,0 2 3.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0,0 2 0 

DECORATIVE GLASS WINDOWS 
Yes O 0.0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 0 0,0 

No :' 2 i 100.0 52 96.2 30 96.7 17 100.0 12 100.0 232 94.7 

DICI Not Answer O 0.0 3.7 1 3,2 0 0,0 0 0,0 3 1,2 

INFORMAL FURNITURE 
Yes O 0,0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

No 1l 97.5 52 96.2 30 96,7 17 100,0 12 100,0 229 97,14 

Di Not Answer 3 2.9 2 3.7 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 6 2,5 

FIREPLACE O 0.0 

Yes 0 0,0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0,0 

No 119 9.3 53 9.1 29 93.5 17 lOO..0 12 100.0 230 97. 

Did. Not Answer 2 1.6 1 l. 2 6.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 2.1 
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TABLE XXIX 

First irnpress1on are most lasting; therefore, the 

school library should. be as attractive as ossib1e. It 
should be restful, with attractive surroundings, arid 

should include some features of a good home. Good pictures 

or prints should be hung on the walls; the furniture and, 

draperies should 'be simple but attractive and well placed. 

Growing plants coul be included to add.. charm and color 

to the surroundings. 

Various features that help to make a library attrac- 

tive are shown in Table,XXIX. A sunniìary of these dsta 
reveals that l9Í4, or 2.5 per dent, have ceilings suf- 

ficiently high to ad to the attractiveiess of the libra- 

ry; while 4-O, or 17.0 per cent,do not. 

One hundred and five, or 1L.6 per cent, indicated 

the lihting is aropriate and. in keeping with good 

taste; while l2 or 51L per cent, indicated the 

contrary was true. 

Fine raintings or prints were most prevalent in the 

large and. city high schools and les prevalent in the 

small high schools; only 7, or 33.1 per cent, indicat- 
ing they ha either or both, while 15U-, or 65.5,per cent, 

had neither. One hundred and forty-nine, or 63.14. per cent 

had plants; 6 did not. All rural high schools bd plants 

hut the opposite vas true in the city high schools. 



Twenty-one, or .9 per cent, reported having beamed or 

decorated ceilings, and 21-, or 91.0 per cent, reported 

in the negative. 

Few libraries had curtains or drapes, 12, or 5.1 per 

cent, did; 223, or 9LI. per cent, did not - one con 

tribution to good appearance that has been neglected. 

One hundred and fifty-six, or 66.3 percent, indicat- 

ed apnroriate wall coloring, and 79, or 33.6 per capt, 

objected to their a1l coloring. Twenty-four, or 10.2 

per cent, had sculoturee in the libraries; while 211, or 

9.7 per cent, had none. 

Of the 235 schools reporting, only 6, or 2.5 per 

cent, had pottery of any kind in their library, these 

schools being in the large and city high school group. 

Only one school indicated having murals. 

Only 7, or2.9 per cent, reported an attractive 

browsing corner; while 226, or 96.1 per cent, reported 

no such space. 

The data further reveal that none of the secondary 

school librrries in the state has decorative window glass, 

informal furniture, or fireplace, any one of which would 

add materially to the general appearance of the library. 



TABLE OcX 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS WHICH DETEHMIIE ACOUSTIC QUALITY 

Rua1 H. S. Sm11. H. S. Meium H. S. Laige H. S. Ciby H. s. 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
GLIDERS ON CHAIRS 

Yes 11 9.0 25.9 1 5.O 10 12 100.0 
No 110 90.9 1O 711.0 12 3L7 7 lia.1 0 0.0 
Did. Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

LINOLEUM FLOOR COVERING 
Yes o OfO 
No 121 100.0 
Did. Not Answer O 0.0 

CORK OR RUBBER FLOOR 
COVERING 

Yes 10 43 
No 110 90.9 
Did. Not Answer i O. 

UNCOVENED WOOD FLOORD 
Yes 110 9O9 
No 11 9.0 
Did Not Answer 0 0.0 

SOUND PROOF WALL 
CONSTRUCTION 

Yes O 0,0 
No 121 100.0 
Did Not Answer O 0,0 

HARD PLASTER WALLS 
Yes 110 90.9 
No 11 9.0 
Did Not Answer 0 0.0 

o Oo 6 193 5 29»1- 66.6 
5L. 100.0 25 12 705 33.3 
o 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

O ().O o 0.0 i 5. i ;3 
5U. 100.0 30 967 16 91 666 
O 0.0 1 3.2 0 0,0 3 25,0 

L9 90?6 27 47O 16 9I1 O 00 
5 9.2 12.9 1 5. 12 100.0 
0 0.0 O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

To t al 
No. % 

6 276 
169 71.q 

1 0,11W 

19 
216 91.9 

O 0.0 

12 51 
21 92.7 

5 2,1 

202 59 
33 lL.O 
0 0.0 

9 l6?6 6 i 5 O 16 6 

.5 3.3 211 77JI. iG 9.1 12 100.0 2l 92.7 
O O!O 1 3,2 0 0,0 0 00 i 0,!1 

i 30 967 17 10OO 12 100O 217 92;3 

5 9.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 16 6. 

1 1. 1 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 O.2 



TABLE XXX (C0NT.) 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONS WHIÇH DETEIMITE 400TJSTIC Ç!UAIITY 

Rui'al H. S. Sm11 H. S. Meaiurn H. S. Laige H. S. Ciby H. S. Trta1 
No. % No. % No. % No.' % No. % No. % 

ACOUSTIC WALL TREAT- . 

MENT 
Yes 12 99 E 1L 3 96 i 3 250 27 11L 
No 109 90.0 115 3.3 27 7.O i6 9L.I 9 75.0 206 7.6 
Did. Not Answer O 0.0 1 i.g i 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 O. 

ARE ACOUSTIC QUALITIES OF TtE EADING ROOM ENERALLYSATISFACTOY?. 

Rui'al H. S. Srn11 H. S. Meãium H. S. Lage H. S. City H. S. Tta1 
No. No. No. % Nc. % No. 

2' 
io. 

Yes 99 30 555 1 50 7 1Jr11 12 1000 166 7o6 
No 22 1.1 2f-I- 

144J 12 3.7 i7.O o o.o 66 2.O 
Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 1 3.2 2 11. O 0.0 3 1.2 



TABLE X)OC 

One of the inìportant features of a library seems to 

have been generally overlooked in the lihr8 . ries of this 

state, namely, thehy8ic1eonditions which determine 

acoustic aualities. Such ua1ities, as listed in Table 

xxx, are: gliders on chair, linoleum floor covering, 

sounì-proof wall construction, cork or rubber floor cover- 

ing, hard plastered walls, acoustically treated walls, 

and uncovered wood floors. These data reirel that only 

65, or 27.6 ter cent, o the schools had gliders on 

their chairs. All of' the city high schools were fQund 

to be using gliders on the chairs in their library. 

Very few, however, 19, or .O per cent, had linoleum 

covered floors; 6, or 2.5 per cent, of these were in the 

medium high school group, 5 in the large, and in the 

city high school groun. 

Twelve, or 5.l,per cent, indicated cork or rubber 

floor covering; while 2l retorted neither wos used in 

the library. Two hundred and seventeen, or 7.2 njer cent, 

had hard pie .. stered walls; ihjle 16, or 6. per cent, 

indicated their w1ls were not of hard plaster. Twenty- 

seven, or 1l.LI er cent, reDorted the walls he d acoustic 

wall treatment; while 206 reported nothing had been done 

to their walls. Twenty of the 27 schools were from the 

rural and small high school groups, a fact whIch indIcates 



that at least an attempt has been mad.e to rn?ke the 

library more conducive to good study habits. Two hundred 

and one, or L29 per cent, of the 235 secondary schools 

reoorting, indica te uncovered wood floors in the library, 

with but 33, or 1L.O er cent, having their floors 

covered. 

So far as soundproof wall construction was conderned, 

16, or £. p?r cent, re ported flyestt, and21S, or 92.7 

per cent, reported 1'No»' To the question, "Are acoustic 

qualities 9f the rea'ling room generally satisfactory?it 

i66, or 70.6 per cent, 1ndicted 11Yes, " and 64, or 2.O 

per cent, indicated "No; " there were numerous footnotes. 

It is believed that those answering this question hesi- 

tated to express the truth lest the adthinistrF . tien consider 

j_t faultfinding. Such notes as, flpn space overhead 

leadin g to main hallway makes it terribly noisy; " oise 

of talking and walking carries badly; ' 'Bare floors 
and stools without gliders to siìrp1ement our chairs, 

taken for other purooses, make it rather noisy; "Heat- 

ing equipment noisy;" and "Squeaky floor and door banging 

are disturbing elements" show the unfavorable conditions 

existing in many school libraries in Oregon. 



CHAPTER IV 

FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT 

AMOUNT AND QUALITY 

The charge is frecuently made that schools are too 

much cIrcumscribed by the textbook. To overcome this de- 

feet one must seek to develop the oupil's desire to be- 

come arn11iar with the best that has been written in the 

various fields of knowledge. By being taught to use and 

resoect good books, a pupil may procure, through his own 

initiative, as varied and valuable information, as he can 

obtain in a classroom with the textbook as his sole 

±nspìration. 

It is hoped that as secondary education,develops, the 

high-school library will become the correlating center of 

school activities. As such, it should contribute direct 

ly to the effectiveness of instruction and should also 

serve in providIng ra1ning for "motivating the life of 

the pupil outside the classroom." 

Because it has not always shared the scientific plan- 

ning and management given to other departments, the develop- 

ment of the school library has been retarded. It is still 

not fully understood that there are standards for library 

equipment and organization which have been tested for use- 

fulness and economy and that much time, money, and effort 

may be saved by the accepting of such plans and systems 

rather than by the invention of new ones. 



One noticeable tendency has been lack of uniformity 

in regulations or standards of equipment ana. furniture. 

The most important general statement on this is found in 

the Report on Standards of Organization ad quipment for 

Schools of different sizes, prepared by Ç. C. Certain of 

Detroit, for the Commission on Unit Courses and Curricula 

of the North Central Association of Colleges and Second- 

ary Schools. 

The standard specificiations for the physical equip- 

ment of a high school library sho, l. be similar to those 

set up by the Assocition of Colleges and Secondary 

Schools. Although the atmosphere of the modern library 

demands beauty and artistry, the select±on of comfortable, 

convenient furniture and equipment should be the first 

consideration. 

Table XXXI-A gives the data ihich reveal the con- 

dition of furniture and equipment in rural school libraries. 

The information on each item is listed under the headings 

Hsuited to library use, 'unsuited to library use, or 

"do not have." 

The firstitem considered in this table is the li- 

brarian's desk. In 32, or 26.14 per cent, of the schools, 

there is no desk; while in , or 72 per c?nt, 

a librarian's desk is included in the list of equipment. 

However, li, or 9 per cent of the schoos, find the desks 

unsuited to library use; while 77, or 63.6 per cent are 



TABLE XXXI-A 

FURNITURE AND EL1IP1JIENT 
RURAL HIGH SCHOOLS 

D1 Not Suited to Unsuited Do Not 
Answer Library to Libra- Have 

. Use ryUe 
I\To. % To. % iio. % To. 

LIbrarian's Desk. i O 77 636 il 90 32 26; 
Charging Desk O OO 21 173 10 2 90 7 
Library Tables 2 1.6 66 5)4.5 21 17.3 32 26. 
Library ChaIrs 2 1.6 lOO 2.6 o o,o 19 15,7 
Card Catalog 

Case O 0.0 614 52. O 0.0 57 L7.1 
Shelf-list file O 0.0 6 14.6.2 0 0.0 65 53.7 
Shelving i 0.0 112 92.5 0 0,0 6,6 
Book-Display 

Case 12 
. 

9.9 32 
. 

26»1- O 
. 

0.0 77 
. 

63.6 
Exhibit ease 1 O. O 0,0 0 0,0 120 99,1 
Picture-Filing 

Case I O. O 0,0 0 OO 120 99,1 
Magazine Rack of' 

. 

Sp. Shelves 10 ,2 3I- 2,O O 
. 

0,0 77 63,6 
Book Truck 2 1.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 119 9.3 
Bulletin Board 2 .6 711 61.1 lO 35 2,9 
Vertical Files 
Letter Size 

. 

2»-- 31 
. 

25.6 Q 
. 

0.0 7 71.9 
Legal Size 0,0 11 9,0 0 0,0 110 90,9 
Architectural 

. . 

Size 1 O. 10 EL2 O 0,0 110 90,9 
Nerspaer Rack 1 O. 21 17.3 0 0.0 99 
Closed Book Case 2 i,6 12 9.9 0 0,0 107 
Individual Desks 

for Pupils O 0.0 32 26)1* 0 0.0 9 735 
Typewriter i O. 23 19.0 0 0.0 97 Q,l 
Telephone--Sch. 

Exchange 1 O. 3U 2.0 O 0,0 6 71,0 
Telephone--Out- 

. . 

side Exchange 2 1,6 31 2,0 O 0,0 L5 70,2 
Clock O 0.0 Ll3 35.5 0 0.0 7 
Blackboard. O 0.0 37.1 0 0,0 76 62, 

Phonograph Recorl 
. . 

Case O 0.0 11 9.0 0 0.0 110 90.9 
Dictionary Stand 0 0.0 21 17.3 0 0,0 100 2,6 
Atlas Case or 

* * 

Stand 1 0.1 33 27.2 0 0,0 7 71,9 
Wastebasket 2 i6 6 53.7,, 0 0.0 Ij* 6 

Map Case 77 63.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 L44 36.3 
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supplied with suitable ones. 

The next item of equipment listed is the charging 

desk. The table shows that 31, or 25.5 per cent of the 

schools have such desks; ten o these however, are not 

suited. tolibrary use. It is Interesting to note that 

90, or 7)43 per cent, of the rural libraries are without 

charging desks of any type. 

The rural schools seem well eucilied with library 

tables and chairs. Only 32, or 26.4 per cent, do not 

havelibrary tables; 21, or 17.3 per cent, have unsuitable 

ones; 66, or 5L.5 per cent, have tables suitable for 

library use. And of the 121 schools in this group, 100 

or 2.6 per cent, have satisfactory library chair, only 

19, or 15.7 per cent, not having them. The card cataog 

case hasbeen omitted from theequiprnent of 57, or 

per cent, of the rural schools. In 6L, or 52. per cent, 

suitable card catalogs are usod. 

ut of the 121 rural schools answering the queetion 

naire, or 1.6.2 Der cent, have suitable shelf-list fies. 

Sixty-five, or 53.7 per cent, have neglected this item. 

Shelving has apparently been given more attention, 

for 112, or 92.5 per cent, have adequate shelving. Only 

eight schools, or 6.6 per cent, have no shelves for the 

high school library. 
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Rural schools are too ina11 to be wei1-suppied with 

exhibit cases. Seventy-seven, or 63.6 pr cent, do not 

have book-dlsDlay cases. Only 32, or 26.4 per cent, 

have suitable ones. The exhibit case ad the picture- 

filing; case have been totally neplected. None of the 

rural schools responding to the questionnaire has list- 

ed these items. Because of the size of the libraries, the 

book trunk has also been entirely overlooked. Several 

schools have indicated their intentions of purchasing a 

trunk this coming year. 

The next item listed, is bulletin boards. Eighty- 

four scl'ools, or 79.3 ocr cent, are supplied Jth them 

but out of this number ten, or .2 per cent, are unsuited 

to library use. Twenty-five, or 2.9 per cent, have no 

such equipment. 

The vertical files are apparently not considered 

esentia1 to the rural library. Thirty-one, or 25. 6 per 

cent, have letter-size, vertical files; 7, or 71.9.per 

cent, are without them. One huidred and ten, or 90.9 

per cent, have omitted legal- and architectural-size 

vertical files from their lists of equipment. 

Ninety-nine, or1. per cent, of the rural schools 

have newspaper racks. Twenty-one, or 17.3 per cent, have 

racks hch adequately meet the library needs. 
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The closed bookcase is used in 12, or 9.9 per cent, 

of the schools. One hundred and seven, or per cent, 

do not have them. 

The data show that 32, or 26.14 per cent, of this 

group have individual desks for pupils. Eight-nine, or 

73.5 ocr cent, use other seating arrangements in the li- 

brary. 

Out of the 121 schools considered in this table, 23, 

or 19 per cent, have typewriters. Ninety-seven, or 0.1 

per cent, are not so supplied. 

Thirty-four, or 2 per cent, h . ve telephones on the 

school exchange. Tlie same number is listed with outside 

exchange telephones. There may have been s9me confusion 

in answering this item of the questionnaire. 

Ciocs are found in L13, or 35.5 -ocr cent, of these 

libraries. Seventy-eight, or 6L.Li -ocr cent, are without 

them. 

Forty-five or 37.1 per cent, have blackboards in the 

library. Seventy-six, or 62. per cent, do not have them. 

The remainder of the list deals with ?ieces f spe- 

cia? eauipment whichare, for the most par not essential 

to the rural lIbrary. Only 9 per cent, or U schools, 
have phonograph record cases. Twenty-one or 17.3 per cent, 

have atlas stands; 7 or 71.9 per cent, do not. Map and 

troohy cases are not used by any of these schools. 



TABLE XXXI-B 

FURNITURE AND E'JIPMENT 
SMALL HIGH SCHOOLS 

Did. Not 
An s we r 

No. 

Librarian's Desk 
Charging Desk 3 
Library Tables O 
Library Chairs 5 
Card Catalog 

Case I. 

Shelf-list File 3 
Shelving 2 
Book-Display 

Case O 
Exhibit Case O 
Picture-Filing 

Ca?e O 
Magazine Rack of 

Sp. Shelves O 
Book Trunk O 
Bulletin Board. O 
Vertical Files 
Letter Size O 
Legal Size O 
Archit ec turai 

Size O 
Newspaper Rack 1 

Closed Book Case 1 
Individual Desks 

for Pupils O 
Typewriter 3 

Telephone-- Sch. 
Exchange 1 

Telephone- -Out- 
side Exchange 1- 

Clock 1 

Blackboard 1 

Phonogra'oh Record. 
Cese 

Dictionary Stand. 3 
Atlas Case or 

Stand. 3 
Wastebasket 1 

Map Case i 

/9 

7 t 

5 5 
0.0 
9,3 

71l 

5.5 
3.7 

0.0 
0.0 

0.0 

0,0 
0.0 
0,0 

0.0 
0,0 

0,0 

0.0 
5.5 

1. 

7.']- 

1. 

l 

7. !- 

5,5 

5.5 

103 

Suited to Unsuited Do Not 
Library to Libra- Have 

tree r Use 

No. $ No. % No. % 

15 277 
10 1.5 
)i9 90.7 
1O 714,O 

3)4. 629 
15 27.7 
11-1 75.9 

11 20.3 
lO 

5 9.2 

25 )4-62 

O 0.0 
19 35.1 

6 ni 
5 9,2 

O 0.0 
20 37.0 
11 20,3 

9 166 
0 0,0 

5 9.2 

O 0.0 
22 110.7 

3 5,5 

O 0.0 
16 29,6 

O 0.0 
1]ì] El»4- 
10 l.5 

0 0,0 
5 9,2 
5 9.2 
k 7.11. 

o oo 
0 0.0 
5 9,2 

O 
O 0.0 

0 0,0 

O 0,0 
O 0.0 
1 7,11. 

O 0.0 
0 0,0 

O 0,0 
o o.o 
o o.o 

o o.o 
O 0.0 

O 0.0 

O 0,0 
o o.o 
o 9,0 

O 0.0 
o o,o 

O 
O 0.0 
O 0.0 

35 6k 
36 666 
O 0.0 

5 9,2 

16 29.6 
36 666 
6 11,1 

li3 76 
1.]- 

Li9 90,7 

29 537 
11- 100.0 

31 57,L]- 

L]- 

k9 90,7 

sl]- 100.0 
33 6i.i 
11-2 77,7 

Li-5 3: 

51 9L1-, 

1]- 

50 92, 
31 57. 
50 92,5 

50 925 
35 

51 9Lt;1;! 

9 ii.6 
113 79.6 
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TABLE XXXI-B 

In Table XXXI-B data on furniture and equioment of 

the small high school library are given in the srne manner 

as the information on the rural school librar±es. 
The first article listed is the librarian's desk. 

Fifteen, or 27.7 per cent, of tho 514- schools in this 

group have desks suitable to library use; 35, or 

per cent, do not include this piece of furniture ïn their 

library equipment. 

There may have been sorne confusion in the minds of 

those answering the questionnaire concerning the terms 

"librarian's desk" and "charging desk, the next item 

listed. Here 10 schools, or l.5 per cent, have charging 

desks; five, or 9.2 per cent, have desks unsuited to libra- 

ry use; leaving 36, or 66.6 ncr cent, with no charging 

desk. Combining these two items, we find only 25, or 

per cent, of the schools have service desks of any 

type in their libraries. 

Evidently the library table is the only piece of 

libraryfurniture considered indispensable by all the 

schools. All are supplied with library table, although 

five, or 9.2 per cent, of the schools list tables as 

being unsuited to library use. Forty-nine, or 90.7 per 

cent, have tables fit for service. 
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One would, expect the data on library chairs to 

correspond. with those given on the library table. wow- 

ever, five, or 9.2 per cent, have no library chairs. 0f 

the or l»1- per cent, sbhools,with chairs, four, or 

7i- per cent, have chairs that are unsuited to library use. 

A card catalog case is considered. indispensable to 

the well-organized small library. Sixteen, or 29.6 per 

cent, donot have such a case; 3, or 62.9 per cent, are 

suitable; no schools indicated. having unsuitable eases. 

. 

The shelf-list file has been overlooked by 36, or 

66.6 per cent, of the small schools. Only 15, or 27.7 

per cent, have such equipment listed. 

Forty-one, or 75.9 per cent, have acleauate shelving 

for the small library; five or 9. per cent, have made- 

civate shelving; while six, or 11.1 per cent, have no 

she lvi n g. 

The next three items of thi? table gain little 

attention from the small schools. The book-display ease 

is found in 11, or2O.3 per cent, of these schools; not 

found in 4-3, or 79.6 per cent. The exhibit case has 

practically the same percentages; while the picture-fil- 

Ing case is used inly five, or 9.2 per cent, of the 

libraries. Forty-nine, or 90.77, do not list the ticture- 

filing case among their equipment. Possibly the book 

trunk should. also be mentioned here, s none of these 

schools indicated having a book trunk. 
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The magazine rack of special shlves is listed from 

25 or 11.6.2 er cent, of the schools. Twenty-nine, or 

53.7 per cent, are without such raöks. 

The vertical files sre omitted from the list of 

indistensables for small schools. However, six schools, 

or 11.1 per cent, do number vertical files -- letter 

size -- in theirequloment. Forty-eight, or per cent, 

(Io not have them. Five schools, or 9.2per cent, are 

found with vertical files -- egal size; 11.9, or 90.7 er 

cent, are without these files. In none of these schools 

are vertical files, architectural size, listed. 

The newspaper rack is used in 20, or ' 
7 per cent, of 

the small schools. Thirty-three, or 61.1 per cent, are 

not usitìg such racks 

Eleven, or 20.3 per cent, 9f this group use closed 

bookcases. Thirty-three, or 61.1 per cent, have other 

shelving arrangements. 

Individual desks are listed from 9, or 16.6 per cent, 

of this group. Forty-five, or 3.3 per cent, use other 

seating arrangements. 

Twenty-two, or 110.7 per cent, have a clock in the 

library; 31, or 57.11- per cent, are without one. 

No typewriters are found in this group. 

Likewise no outside exchange telethones are listed, 

although five schools, or 9.2 per cent, do have school 
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exchange telephones. There are t, o per cent, 

without telerhone service oÍ any kind. 

These schools are too small to have many pieces of 

special library equipment. No phoiograph cases, atlas 

stands, or trophy cases are listed. Howver, i6, or 

29.6 per cent, of these schools have dictionary stands 

suited tQ library use; 35, or per cent, are with- 

out them. 

Ten, or l.5 per cent, have map cases. Forty-three, 

or 79.6 per cent, are not so supplied 



TABLE XXXI-C 

FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT 
MEDIUM HIC-H SCHOOLS 

Did 
Ans' 

No. 

Librarian's Deek i 

Charging Desk i 
Library Tabie O 
Library Chairs O 
Card. Catalog 

Case O 
Shel±-List File i 
Shelving O 
Eook-Dis1ay 

Case o 
Exhibit Case Q 
Picture-Filing 

Case O 
Lagazine Rack of 

Sp. Shelves O 
Boo Trunk i 
Bulletin Board i 

Vertical Files 
Letter Size 
Legal Size O 
Architec turai 

Size i 

Newspater Rack O 
Closed Book Case O 
Individual Desks 

for Pupils O 

Tyewr1ter O 
Telephone-- Sch. 

Exchange O 
Telephone-- Out- 

side Exchange O 
Clock O 
Blackboard O 

Phonograph Record 
Case O 

Dictionary Stand O 
Atlas Case or 

Stand O 
Wastebasket O 

Map Case i 

No t 
e r 

7;. 

3 2 

32 
0.0 
OO 

3.2 
OO 

OO 

OO 

0.0 
3.2 
3.2 

12.9 
OO 

3 2 
0.0 
OO 

0.0 
OO 

O0 

0,0 
0.0 
0,0 

'J . 

0.0 
3.2 

Suited To 
Library 

tise 

No. % 

27 7;O 
12 3,7 
3l 100.0 
27 7,O 

29 935 
21 67.7 
20 6'i-,5 

7 22.5 
Li 12,9 

lj. 12,9 

27 7;O 
O 0.0 

27 7,O 

3 96 
O 0,0 

O 0O 
15 LL3 
9 29.0 

7 22.5 
7 22.5 

3 9,6 

O OO 
21 67.7 
7 22,5 

O :o 
22 70,9 

12 37 
31 100.0 
7 22.5 

10 

Unsuited Do Not 
to Libra- Have 
ry Use 

No. % No. % 

3 9L6 O 00 
O 0,0 1 5,O 
O 0.0 0 0.0 
14 12.9 0 0,0 

o ;o 2 6' 
C:) o.o 9 29.0 
3 9,6 25, 

O 00 24- 77: 
O 0,0 27 7,0 

O 0,0 27 7,O 

O '- 12.9 
O 0.0 30 96.7 
3 9,6 0 0,0 

O 2LI 77- 
O 0,0 31 100,0 

O o;o 30 967 
O 0.0 16 51.6 
O 0.0 22 70,9 

O 0.0 2- 77 
3 9.6 21 67,7 

O 0,0 2 90,3 

O 0,0 31 100.0 
O 0.0 lO 32.2 
5 16,1 19 61,2 

O 31 l000 
3 9,6 6 19,3 

O 0,0 19 61,2 
O 0.0 0 0.0 
O 0.0 23 7tl.l 



TABLE XXXI-C 

Data on the library furniture and equipment of the 

medium sized high school are given in Table XXXI-C. As 

could be eçpected, an improvement in library furnishing 

is found in this division. For instance, among thes? 

schools, no libraries aro without a librarian's desk. 

However, three, or 9.6 per cent, do have unsuitable desks. 

Twenty-.soven,or 7 per cent, have the correct kind. 
Again, the term "charging desk .. " Înay have been confused 

with "librarian's desk." Twelve schools, or 3.7 per 

cent, are listed as having charging desks. Eighteen, or 

5 per cent, do not have them, a fact which indicates 

that such work must be done at the librarian's desk. 

In the matter of library tables and chairs, thìs 

division shows another marked improvement. All these 

schoçis are supplied with library tables of the proper 

kind. Likewise all areeouipped with library chairs, 

although in four, or 12.9 per cent, they are unsuited 

to library use. Hence 27, or 7 per cent, have the cor- 

rect kind of chairs. 

n this group, 29, or 93.5 per cent, have card caa1og 

cases. Only two, or Lu- -ocr cent, are not so sup:olied. 

Twenty schools, or 611.5 ncr cent, have suitable 

sheivin; three, or 9.6 per cent list t]ieir shelving 

facilities as unsuited, and eight, or 25. per cent, do 
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not have any shelving. The shelf-list file follows this 

shelving problem closely, as 21, or 67.7 per cent, 

have shelf-list files; nine, or 29 per cent, have not. 

The libraries in this division arenot large enough 

to give much attention to exhibit cases. Seven schools, 

or 22.5 per cent, number book-disDlay cases in their 

equipment list; 214, or 77J- per cent, do not have them. 

Four, or 12.9 per cent, of these schools are listed as 

having exhibit cases and icture-fi1ing cases. In each 

item, 27, or 7 cer cent, have not. These schools are 

apparently not large enough to consider a book trunk 

necessary, none being indicated in the data 

Of the thirty-one schools listed here, 27, or 7 
per cent, have si4tabie magazine racksof special shelve. 

Only four, or 12.9 per cent, have none. 

All of the libraries of this divisionare supclied 

with bulletin boards, although three, or 9.6 per cent, 

list their boards as unsuited for library use. Tenty- 

seven, or 7 per cent, have boards that meet the library 

needs. 

Three schools, or 9.6per cent, use vertical files 

-- letter elze; 21T, or 77»4- er cent, do not. None of 

the schools use vertical files in either the legal or 

archltectural size. 

or newspaper racks, 15 schools, or )-I4.3 per cent, 

have suitable ones; 16, or l.6 per cent, have none listed. 



Closed bookcases are used in nine schools, pr 29 

per cent. In 22, or 70.9 per cent, they are not. 

Neither are individual desks much used, as only 

seven, or 22.5 er cent have the. Twenty-four, or 77»4- 

per cent use some other type of chair. 

This group is better, supplied with ypewriters than 

is the small school group. Seven, or 22.5 per cent, have 

machines suited to library use; three, or 9.6 -ocr cent, 

have unsuitable ones, and 21, or 67.7 per cent, do not 

have typewriters. 

Three schools, 9.6 per cent, have school exchange 

telephones; 2, or 90.3 pei cent, do not he.ve. No outside 

telephones are listed. 

Special pieces of library eouipment are more in 

evidence. Twenty-two, or 70.9 per cent, have diction'ry 

stands; only six, or 19. 3 per cent, do not have them. 

The atlas-case item number 12, or 3.7 per cent. Nine- 

teen, or 61.2 per cent, do not possess atlas cases. 

Seven, or 22.5 per cent, have map cases; 23, or 71.l 

per cent, are without them. No phonograph nor trophy 

cases are listed. But all list wastebaskets, 
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TABLE )GOCI- D 

FURNITURE AND EQUIPLtEiT 
LARGE HIGH SCHOOLS 

Did. Not Suited to Unsuited Do Not 
Answer Library to Libra- Have 

Use ryUse 
I!o. .$ 

Librarian's Desk O 0.0 
Charging Desk O 0?0 
Library Tables O 0.0 
Library Chairs O OO 
Card Catalog 

Case i 

Shelf-List File O 0.0 
Shelving o 0,0 
Book-Display 

Case o 0.0 
Exhibit Case O 0.0 
Pi e ture- Fil Ing 

Case O 0.0 
Magazine Rack of 

Sp. Shelves 0 0,0 
Book Trunk O 0.0 
Bulletin Board O 0,0 
VertIcal Files 

Letter Size O 0.0 
Legai Size O 0,0 
Architectural 

Size o 0,0 
Newspaper Rack 1 5.c 

Closed Book Case O 0,0 
InUvIual Desks 

for Pupils i 5. 
Typewriter 0 0.0 
Telephone--Sch. 

Exchange 0 0.0 
Telephone--Out- 

side Exchange i 5, 
Clock 1 5. 
Blackboard i 5. 
Phonograph Record 

Cese 0 0.0 
Dictiönary Stand O 0,0 
Atlas Case or 

Stand 0 0,0 
Wastebasket 0 0.0 
Map Case 0 0.0 

No. 

12 705 
L_ 23,5 
9 52.9 

10 

12 705 
6 35.2 

l4- 23 

4- 235 
O 0.0 

6 35.2 

6'!-7 

6 35.2 
12 70,5 

5 29 
23,5 

o oo 
L 23.5 
2 11,7 

o oo 
11 

13 76»4 

L 23,5 
li!- 

2 11,7 

o 
14. 23,5 

17 100.0 
5 29.LI. 

No. No. % 

5 29,11 o o;o 
7 LIl.l 6 35,2 
6 35.2 2 11.7 

5 29,11 2 11.7 

It- 235 O 0,0 
2 11.7 9 52.9 
3 17.6 o o,o 

o oo 13 764- 
o o,o 17 100,0 

o o.o n 61,7 

6 35;2 
O 0.0 11 6)-'-.7 

o o,o 5 29,t1 

3 17:6 9 52 
O 0,0 13 76,. 

O ;o 17 100,0 
o o.o 12 70.5 
o o,o i 

t- 23:5 12 70:5 
2 11,7 11. 23,5 

o o,o L 23,5 

O 0,0 12 76; 
o 0.0 2 11.7 
O 0,0 lI 2.3 

00 17 
0 0,0 13 76,14. 

o OO 13 76»4. 
o 0.0 0 0.0 
O 0.0 12 70.5 
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TABLE XXXI-D 

In Table XXXI-D, Information upon the furniture and. 

equipment of the large high school is tabulated. Better 

equipment should be shon in thIs table. In the first 

Item, however, this does not seem to be true. Five schools, 

or 29.14W per cent, have desks unsuited to li- 

brary use. Twelve, or 70.5 per cent, have suitable desks. 

This is a lower percentage than that shown In the previous 

table. Again, there may have been some confusion over 

the term "charging desk." Four schools, or 23.5 per cent, 

have suitable charging desks; seven, or LI1,l per cent, 

have charging desks, but they are not fit for this use, 

and. six, or 35.2 per cent, do not have cherging desks. 

In this table, library tables and chairs are fewer, 

Nine schools, or 52.9 per cent, have the proper kind of 

tables; six, or 35.2 per cent, heve tables unsuited to 

library use; while two, or 11.7 per cent, are not 

supDlied. at all. A slightly higher percentage of good 

equipment is reached In the next item. Ten, or 

per cent, have suItable library chairs; five, or 29.I 

per cent, have chairs unfit to use in the library. Two, 

or 11.7 per cent, have none. 

In this table, the card catalog cases increase in 

number. All schools list them In their equipment, but 

four, or 23.5 er cent, retort cases unfit for use, which 
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means that only 12, or 70.5 per cent, have the cor- 

rect kind. 

Fourteen, or 2.3 per cent, of this group have 

adequate shelving facilities. Three, or 17.6 per cent, 

have shelves unsuited to use. 

The shelf-list-file data do not follow the shelving 

data as closely as one would expect. Six schools, or 

35.2 per cönt, have adequate shelf-list files; two, or 

11.7 per cent, have files unsuited to use, and nine, 

or 52.9 per cent, have no such files. 

A majority of these librarIes are not suppl±ed with 

the various kinds of exhibit cases. Only four, or 23.5 

per cent, have book-display cases; 13, or 76.k per cent, 

are without them. The exhibit case ±s not found in any 

of these libraries. The picture-filing case is found in 

six, or 35.2 per cent, of them, with li, or 5t.7 per cent, 

not using this type of case. 

0f the 17 schools listed, il, or 61-k7 per cent, have 

magazine racks of special shelves which meet their needs; 

sixt or 35.2 per cent, do not have. 

A larger percentage of book trunks is found in this 

group. Six schools, or 35.2 per cent, are supplied with 

them. Eleven, or 6L.7 per cent, do not list them. 

Among these libraries, five, or 29.11. per cent, do 

not have bulletin boerds, but 12, or 70.5 per cent, are 

equipped with them. 
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More extensive use of filee is noted here. Five, 

or 29.14 per cent, of the schools use 1etter-s1z, vertical 

files. Nine, or 52.9 per cent, do not list them. Four, 

or 23.5 per cent, use legal-size, vertical files; 13, 

or 76.14. per cent, do not. None list architectural-size 

files. 

Twelve, or 70.5 per cent, do not have newspaper racks. 

Four, or 23.5 per cent, have racks suited to libr8ry use. 

Only two, or 11.7 per cent, have closed bookcases. 

Fifteen, or .2 cer cent,have not. 

None have indIvidual desks suited to library use. 

Four, or 23.5 per cent, have unsuitable desks. Twelve 

have none listed. 

A more extensive supply of typewriters is found here. 

Eleven, or 61-k7 per cent, re well supplied; two, or 

11.7 per cent, have machines unfit to use; and only four, 

or 23.5 per cent, are not so supplied. 

Thirteen, or 76.14. per cent, have school exchange 

telephones; four, or 23.5 per cent, do not have. Ap- 

parently these four have outside exchange telephones, 

as is shown in the next item. 

These schools apparently considered a clock a neces- 

sary piece of equipment. Fourteen, or 2.3 per cent, have 

clocks in their libraries. Only two, or 11.7 per cent, 

are without them. 
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Special pieces of' equipment are more in evid.ence 

j_n these large schools, Two, or 11.7 per cent, have 

blackboards; 114, or 2.3 per cent, do not. No phonograph 

cases are listed, 

Four schools, or 23.5 per cent, have dictionary stands; 

thirteen, or 76.L per cent are without them. The same 

percentages are given for the atlas stands. Five, or 

29.14. per cent, have map cases; there are 12 schools, or 

70.5 per cent, not supplied with them. 

All the large high schools have wastebaskets. 



TABLE XOCI- E 

FURNITURE AND EUIPMENT 
CITY HIGH SCHOOLS 

Di. 

An 

No. 

Librarian's Desk Q 
Charging Desk 1 
Library Tables i 

Library Chairs i 
Card Catalog 

Case i 
S]:ieif-Llst File i 

Shelving i 
Book-Dis1ay 

Case i 

Exhibit Case i 
Picture-Filing 

Cae i 
Magazine Rack of 

Sp. Stieives i 
Book Trunk i 
Builetin Board i 

Vertical Files 
Letter Size i 
Legai Size i 
Architectural 

Size i 
Newsiaper Rack i 
Closed. Book Case i 
Individual Desks 

for Pupils i 
Tyoewriter i 
Teiehone--Sch. 

Exchange i 

Telephone--Out- 
side Exchange i 

Clock i 

Blackboard i 
Phonograph Record 

Case i 
Dictionary Stand i 
Atiss Case or 

Stand i 
Wastebasket 9 
Map Case 9 

No t 
re r 

; o 

E3 

L),) 

$, 5 

-J 

Ô.) 

g 3 

o? 
g.3 

L) 

(D. 

; 3 
L3 

g;3 

g; 

75.0 
75.0 

Suited to 
Library 

tIse 

No. % 

9 75;O 
_3 25.0 

11 91.6 
,(- *z . 

-J-',-? 

il 91.6 
n 91:6 
il 91.6 

9 75:0 
o o.o 

9 66?6 

io 33 
J_0 g33 
li 91.6 

10 g3;3 
ii 9i?6 

(D 

3 25.0 
lo g3,3 

i 

3 25:5 

9 75.0 

il. 

n 91:6 
3 25O 

2 16.6 
io g3,3 

9 75;O 
3. 25.0 
.L. 
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Unsuited Do Not 
to Libra- Have 
rrUse 

No. »' No. % 

o 3 25;O 
O 0,0 g 666 
o o.o o 0.0 
i S,3 O 0.0 

o o 
o o.o o o.o 
o °?° 0.0 

i g;3 
2 16.6 9 75.Ò 

i 2 i6?6 

i g;3 O 00 
r g.3 o 0.0 
o 0,0 0 00 
o oo 
O 0,0 0 O0 

o 3 25:0 
o o.o g 66.6 
o o,o i g3 

o 10 g3;3 
o o,o g 66?6 

o 0,0 2 i6?6 

o oo 7 5g3 
o o.o o o.o 
o 0,0 g 66?6 

o :o 9 75:0 
o o.o i g,3 

o 0.0 2 6:6 
o o.o o 0.0 
o o.o 2 iG.6 
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TABLE X)OCI-E 

Table XXXI-E gives data upon the furnishings and 

equipment of the city school library. It Is reasonable 

to exìect the best equipment to be listed by this goup. 

The first item shows only a slightly higher percentage 

than that given in the Drevious table, as nine schools, 

or 75 per cent, have librarians' desks suited to use; 

three, or 25 per cent, do not. Three, or 25 per cent, 

have suitable charging desks; eight, or 66.6 per cent, 

do not list them in their library furnishings. 

There are a number of items with which the city 

school libraries are well-equipped. They all possess 

library tables and chair, although one school Is listed 

with chairs unsuited to use. Likewise all schools 

filling out the questionnaires are adequately supplied 

with card catsiog cases, shelf-lIst files, and shelving. 

City high school libraries are better equipped with 

book-display oases than are large school libraries. Nine, 

or 75 per cent, of the schools have suitable book-display 

cases one, or .3 per cent, has a case unfit for use, 

and only one school is without a book-display cse. None 

of these schools has exhibit cases suited to library use; 

two, or 16.6 per cent, have unsuitable cases; nine, or 

75 per cent, have none. Eight schools, or 66.6 per cent, 

tossess picture-filing cases; one, or .3 per cent, has 



an unsuitable cas, and two, 

out picture-filing cases. 

l schools replying to 

zins racks of special shelve 

the rack does not adequately 

Likewise all but one of 

119 

or i6.6 per cent, are with- 

the questionnaire have maga- 

3, although in one school 

meet library needs. 

these schools are in possession 

of book trunks. One trunk is unsuited to the needs of 

the city school library. Hence the percentage for this 

item Is the same as that for the preceding item, ten 

schools, or .3 per cent, are well supplied; one, or 

.3 per cent, does not have suitable equipment. 

The city school libraries are equipped with vertical 

files. Of the schools replying to the questionnaire, ten, 

or 3.3 per cent, use legal-size files. Only one school, 

or ¿4.3 per cent, does not use letter-sizevertical files. 

Architectural-size vertical files are not so widely used, 

as eIght schools, or 66.6 per cent, use them; three 

schools, or 25 per cent, do not. 

Three, or 25 per cent, of the city school libraries 

have newspaper racks suited to their use. Eight, or 

66.6 per cent, do not use them. 

All of the schools except one have closed bookcases. 

This makes a percentage of g3,3 per cent with them; .3 

per cent, without. 

Individual desks are not pnpular in the group, being 
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used in only one school, or .3 per cent. Ten, or 3.3 

per cent are not using them. 

Only three, or 25 per cent, of this group are sup- 

plied with typewriters; the others are without this 

necessary piece of equipment. 

Nine schools, or 75 per cent, have school exchange 

telephones; two, er 16.6 per cent are without them, 

Four, or 33.3 per cent, have outside exchange telephones. 

Seven, or 5.3 per cent, do not have outside telephones. 
In this group, special pieces of equipment are more 

1entifu1. Two schools, or 16.6 per cent, have phono- 

graph cases; nine, or 75 per cent, do not. Ten, or 3.3 

per cent, are supplied with dictionary stands; one, 

or .3 per cent, is not. Nine schoo1, or 75 per cent, 

list atlas oases among their equipment; two, or 16.6 

per cent, are without such cases. Only one map case is 

listed. There are no trophy cases in this group of high 

schools. 



Did Not 
An we r 

NO. % 

Librarian's Desk 6 2,5 
Charging Desk 5 2 i 

Library Tables 3 1.2 
Library Chairs 3,Ll 

Card Catalog 
Case 6 2.5 

Shelf-List File 5 2.1 
Shelving L. l7 
Book-Display 

Case 13 5.5 
Exhibit Case 2 O, 
Picture-Filing 

Case 2 O. 
Magazine Rack of 

Sp. Shelves 11 L6 
Book Trunk 1L 1.7 
Bulletin Board 1- 1.7 
Vertical Files 

Letter Size 
Legal Size 1 oii- 

Architectural 
Size 3 1.2 

TABLE CCXI-F 

FURNITURE AND ECUIPMENT 
ALL HIGH SCHOOLS 

Eauipm 
Yes 

O. 
,: 

159 67,6 
72 3O6 

1911 2.5 
201 25,5 

5L 6; 
l]i k7.2 
209 EE49 

27.2 
i6 6, 

24- 10.2 

l0 14-5;9 

17 7.2 
i6o 6.o 

5 2L.6 
31 13,1 

nt Av8 

No. 

70 
l5 
3 I- 
26 

75 
119 
22 

15 
217 

209 

116 
21 
71 

169 
203 

il able 
No 

29,7 
67 2 
lLt.. i 

11,0 

319 
50. 6 
o.z 
_./, .-, 

67 2 
92,3 

)19; 3 
91.0 
30,2 

71:9 

l 7.6 2l1- 91.0 

Eiuioment Suitable 
. 

for lYse 

Yes No 
No. % No. % 

111.0 5:0 19 120 
50 69; 22 29,6 

i66 5.o 32 lLi.9 
l7 93,0 11- 7,0 

150 97;'!. t 26 
109 9.2 2 1.E 
l9 94.,6 n 5,. 

63 9:5 1 l5 
1L 7,5 2 12,5 

23 95, i ¿I-.]. 

107 99;l 1 09 
i6 9k2 i 5. 

11!3 9,3 17 io,6 

55 90:6 3 9:k 
31 100,0 0 0,0 

l 100.0 0 0.0 
H 
H 



Did Not 
Answer 

No. % 

NewsDaer Rack 14 1:7 
C1osedBook Case 1.7 
Individual Desks 

for Puiils 2 O. 
Typewriter 5 2.1 
Te1ehone-- Sch. 

Exchange 3 1.2 
Telephone--Out- 

side Exchange 3.11 

Clock 3 1.2 
Blackboard 3 1.2 
Phonograph Record 

Case 5 2.1 
Dictionary Stand i- 17 
Atlas Case or 

Stand 5 2.1 
Wastebasket 12 5.1 
Man Case 37i1- 

TABLE XXXI-F (cant.) 
Eauioment Available 

Yes No 
No. % No.. % 

63 26: i6 71: 
)4 14.7 17 795 

53 22:5 1O 76.6 
!L9 2O? 11 77O 

L'i- 272 i6 71.4 

12 17.t 15 77 
lii 17.2 121 51.Ii 
6 27.6 167 71.0 

13 217 923 
76 32?3 155 65.9 

5 2;6 172 75.1 
i6o 6i.o 63 26. 

23 9.7 12Ll 52.7 

Equipment Suitable 
. 

for Us? 
Yes No 

No. % I,o. 

63 O 00 
tiMrn ioo,o o o,o 

LiQ 92: 7:6 
)4j E97 5 103 
6h- 1000 O 0O 
!42 l000 O 0O 

111 100.0 0 0.0 
Go 92.3 5 7?6 

13 1ÖO:O o 

73 96,0 3 39 

5 O 00 
i6o 100.0 0 0.0 

23 100.0 0 0.0 

H 
1\) 
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TABLE XXXI-F 

Table XXXI-F indicates that In general the library 

le furnished with only the essentials in furniture and 

equipment. For example, 159, or 67.6 per cent, of the 

schools have librarians' desks; 72, or 30.6 per cent, 

have charging desks; l9I!, or 2.5 per cent, h .. ave library 

tables; 201, or 5.5 per cent, have chairs. Other 

essentials available in a large percentage of the schools 

are card catalog cases, 151.1., or 65.5 per cent, of the 

schools having such cases One hundred and eleven, or 

1-7.2 per cent, have shelf-list files; 209, or .9 per 

cent, have shelving; lOs, or 15.9 per cent, have special 

shelves for magazines; 16o, or 6 per cent, have bulletin 

boards and wastebaskets. 

Other pieces of essential equipment are scarce. 

Book-display cases are found in 61!., or 27.2 per cent, of 

the schools; exhibit cases in 16, or 6. per cent; news- 

peper racks in 63, or 26. per cent. 0f the 235 schools 

reporting, only 14.9, or 2O. per cent, have typewriters 

assigned to the library. Dictionary stands are used in 

76, or 32.3 per cent, of the schools. The book trunk, 

necessary to all but the small library, is found in only 

17, or 7.2 per cent, of the Oregon high school libraries. 

The data given in the section of Table XXXI-F list 

the available equipment suitable for use. Nineteen, or 
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12 per cent, of the 159 1ibrarian' desks found in second- 

ary schools are unsuited for use. Tventy-two, or 29.6 

per cent, of the charging desks in use are unsuited for 

the purpose they were intended to serve, Similar cases 

may he pointed out by a further analysis of this table. 

Fr Instance, 166 schools report having libriry tables, 

but 32, or 114-.9 per cent, of them are unsuited to libra- 

ry use. The much-demanded bulletin board is found in 

only 160 of the schools, and of this number, 32, or 

11I..9 per cent, do not adequately fUlfill the library 

needs adequately, Although the percentage of schools 

having typewriters assigned to the library use is small, 

there are five, or 10.3 per cent, of these unsuitable 

for use. 

Tabulrtions indicate that articles which might be 

listed as special equipment are availbie in only a few 

schools, but that a high percentage of such equipment is 
suitable to library use. 
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THE WO1RKROOM 

The workroom should not be overlooked. It should 

be conveniently located. Most librarians prefer that it 

adjoin the library. It should be provided with outside 
windows and should be planned to provide ample storage 

space for extra copies and for materials infrequently 
used. Hence it should be well-supDlied with cupboards 

and shelving. The floor space should be large enough for 

one or more work-tables; some library authorities sug- 

gest 120 square feet as ideal. Running water is a necee- 

sary convenience. 

Table XXXII summarizes the data on facilities and 
equipment provided j workrooms. It is apparent that the 

rural high schools made little or no provision for 
workrooms. The tabu1tion indicate that in these schools 

the workroom is more storeroom than workroom. In none 

of these libraries is there running water, electric wall 

or floor plug, circulating desk buzzer or booklift. Eighty- 

eight, or 72.7 per cent, of the scho1s in this grour do 

not have satisfactory floor space; 77, or 63.6 per cent, 

claim inadequate floor epo . ce; 97, or 0.l per cent, do 

not have adequate table space, 6, or 56.1 per cent, 

do not have adequate shelving, and 110, or 90.9 per cent, 

have inadequate cupboard space. 



TABLE XXXII 

FACILITIES AND EcUIPMENT PROVIDED IN THE WORKROOM 

Rural H. S. Small H. S. Medium H. S.Large H. S. City H. S. 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 

RUNNING WATER 
Ye O 0.0 0 0.0 3 9.6 7 14l.l 3 25.0 
No 121 100.0 100.0 2 90.3 5 29.L 7 53 
Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 29.14. 2 i6.6 

ELECTRIC FLOOR OR 
WALL PLUG 

Yes O 0.0 11 20,3 6 19.3 6 p5.2 7 .3 
No 121 100.0 113 79.6 25 o.6 7 4.1.1 5 'i-i.6 

Did Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 14 23.5 0 0.0 
SATISFACTORY FLOOR 
SPACE 

Yes 33 29.2 il 20.3 12 3.7 7 i1l.l 12 100.0 
No gg 72.7 143 79.6 19 61.2 6 35.2 0 0.0 
Dici. Not Answer O 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 14 23.5 0 0.0 

ADEQUATE FLOOR SPACE 
Yes Il3 

77 
35.5 11 20.3 12 3.7 7 1l.1 33.3 

No 63.6 Ì43 79.6 19 61.2 7 11.1 66.6 
Did Not Answer i O. 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 17.7 0 0.0 

ADEQUATE TABLE SPACE 
Yes 2f-l- 19. 214. 141iJi 15 4-.3 10 12 100.0 
No 97 O.i 29 53.7 i6 51.6 7 11i.1 0 0.0 
Did Not Answer 0 0.0 1 l. 0 0.0 0 0.0 O 0.0 

H 
r') 



TABLE XCCII (cont.) 

Ruia1 H. S. Small H. S. Medium H. S.Large H. S. City H.S. 
No. % No. % No. No. % Iïo. % 

ADEQUATE SHELVING 
Yes 53 14.3. 53 9.1 l 54.O 6 3.2 14 333 
No 6 56.1 o o.o 12 3.7 11 61i..7 66.6 
Did Not Answer O 0.0 1 l. i 3.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 

ADEQ.UATE CUPBOARD 
SPACE 

Yes 11 9.0 11 20.3 12 3.7 7 11l.l 5 11.6 
No 110 90.9 3 79.6 19 61.2 10 7 5.3 
DIÖ. Not Answer 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 O.0 0 0.0 

BUZZ TO CIRCULA 
TION DESK 

Yes 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
No 121 100.0 5L. 100.0 31 100.0 l)4 2.3 11 91.6 
Did Not Answer 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 17.7 1 .3 

BOOK LIFT 
Yes 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 
No 120 99.1 53 9g.1 30 96.7 14 2.3 66.6 
Did Not Answer 1 O. i l. 1 3.2 3 17.7 14. 333 

H 
-J 
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The small high school group is in ractica11y the 

same condition. None has running water, buzzer to oir- 

eulation desk, or book1ift Few, 11, or 20.3 per cent, 

are suoplied with floor or wall plugs, and a like mini- 

'ber indicated inadequate floor space. This group is 
satisfied with shelving space, as 53, or 9.l per cent, 

reported in the affirmative to this questIon. Twenty- 

nine, or 53.7 per cent, are satisfied with the table 

space found in the workroom. 

The workroom of the medium sized high school shows 

an improvement over those considered in the first two 

groups. Twelve, or 3.7 per cent, have adequate or 

satisfactory floor space; 19, or 61.2 per cent, do not 

have. Fifteen, or pe' cent, have adequate tble 

space; 16, or 51.6 per cent, do not have. Eighteen, or 

5 per cent, have adequate shelving; 12, or 3.7 per 

cent, do not. Twelve, or 3.7 'er cent, have adequate 

cupboard space; 19, or 61.2 per cent, do not. 

Running water, an essential to the workroom, is 

used in only three, or 9.6 per cent, of the rooms; 2, 

or 90.3 per cent, do not have it. 

The electric wall or floor plug is lIsted in six, 

or 19.3 per cent, of the schools; 25, or o.6 per cent, 

are not supplIed with it. 

The booklift is not used In these workrooms. 
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The workroom of the large high schools is better 

supplied to care for the needs of the library than are 

those of the smaller groups. The improved conditions 

in this grout are, no doubt, due to the many recently 

constructed school buildings among schools of this size. 

The data reveal that seven, or -J-l.l per cent, of 

the schools listed in this group have running iater in 

the workroom; that six, or 35.2 per cent, have electric 

floor or wall plugs, and. seven, or l.l per cent, have 

adequate and satisfactory floor space as well as adequate 

cupboard space. Ten, or per cent, have adequate 

table space. The workroom defic±encies in the large 

high school group are no booklift or buzzer to circula- 

tion desk, and, in the case of only six, or 35.2 per 

cent, is there adequate shelving. 

In general, the city schools have much better equip- 

ped worrooms. Many of the inadequate facilities and 

equipment listed by these schools are due to improper 

or short-sighted planning at the time of construction, 

or increased enrollment resulting in over-crowding coridi- 

tions and forcing administrators to use all available 

space. 

The table lists three schools, or 25 per cent, as 

having running water ifl the workroom, and seven, or 

5.3 per óent, with floor or wall plugs. All the schools 
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Indicate that floor space is satisfactory, although eight, 
or 66.6 per cent, state that the space is not adequate 

for workroom purposes. This entire group is adequately 

supplied with table space. 

Shelving space and inadequate cupboard space seem to 

be the items causing dissatisfaction. Eight, or 66.6 

per cent, have inadequate shelving; while seven, or 

5.3 per cent, do not have adequate cupboard space. None 

of the schools in this group has either buzzer to the 

circulation desk or a booklift. 



CHAPTER V 

SUT1MAY, CONCLUS IONS, AND PJiCCM:ENDAT IONS 

The purpose of this stud.y ±s to present sorne facts 

concerning the status of the secondary school librarIes 

of Oregon, special ernhasis being placed on housing 

facilities and equipment. 

This study brings to light conditions and. practices 

now existing in Oregon schools. Such data should. enable 

the State Department of Education, the State Librarian, 

and the school authorities to irnrove secondary school 

libraries and thus aid them in Increasing their contribu- 

tion to the educational needs of both pupils and com- 

munities. 

The orlginal survey, which was conducted by means of 

a questionnaire sent out by the State Department of 

Education to 293 schools, contained necessary explana- 

tion and general instruction for retorting needed. data. 

All data relative to housing facilities and. eauiprnent 

were transferred. from the survey blanks to master sheets. 

This Information was then tabulated. according to the size 

of schools. The schools were placed. in the following 

five groups: rural hIgh schoolg,enrollinent, one to 99; 

atall high schools, enrollment, OO to 21-T-9; medium high 

schools, enrollment, 250 to LI99; large high schools, 
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enrollment, 500 to 999; and. city h±gh schools with 

an enrollment of 1000 or more. 

From the tabulations, summaries were then prepared 

to show the status of each group of highì schools with 

respect to its library facIlities. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The data presented in this study are believed to 

war'rant the following conclusions: 

l Library facilities in rural and small high schools 

in Oregon are woefully inadequate. 

2. Much of the furniture and equipment now in use 

in the secondary school libraries is totally 

unsuited for such use. 

3. Many combination study-hall libraries are found 

in secondary hools of Oregon, being made 

necessary because of inadequate space. 

1i, Many schools of the state do not have their 

library conveniently located in the ôentral 

part of the building. 

5. Few libraries are so located as to maire them of 

possible use to the community, outslde of regu- 

lar school hours, since, ifl most cases it is 

necessary to heat the entire school plant to 

mske the library avail.ble for such use. 

6. Schools are following no general practice With 

respect to lighting. There are no standards as 

to size, number, or location of windows. No 

standard practice was found with regarcI to 

number, location, or wattage of electric lights. 
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7. Book shelves ranged from i1'6 to ' in height, 

and from 6 to 12" in idth, following no defi- 

nite standard. 

. In most of the libraries the physical conditions 

which determine acoustic qualities have been 

overlooked. 

9. The trend is toward supplying reading rooms in 

the libr3ry layout. 

lo. The heating and ventilating are adequate, al- 

though the present placement of the heating 

equipment was in many cases unsatisfactory. 

11. In the majority cf schools, considerable effort 

is made to increase the attractiveness of the 

library by the use of pictures, plants, etc. 
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REO ONMENDAT IO NS 

The f1nd1ng of this etudy and the resulting con- 

clusions sugge8t the need of the following: 

1. That this study be continued until the entire 

original survey is cömpleted anö. the findings 

be reported to the State Department of Edu- 

cation, and the State Librarian. 

2. That every school be required to have both libra- 

ry and classrooms measured with a light meter 

to determine the foot-candle power of light 

available in each room. The findings should 

be included in the annual high school report. 

3. That all library floors be covered with some 

sound-deadening, but eas ily- cleaned, covering, 

such as battleship linoleum, cork, or rubber 

matting. 

T. That the library be centrally located in the 

school building. 

5. That further study be made of the effect±veness 

of the combination study-hall library. 

6. That the State Deprtment of Education appoint 

a committee to study further the library con- 

ditions in the state of Oregon so that definite 

library standards may be formulated; and that 

these committee recommendatiohe be printed in 
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handbook form and. made available to all 

schools of the state. 
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State of' California 
DARTMENT OF EDIJCAT ION 

Division of Research and StatistIcs 
Sacramento 

February 13, 1937 

Troy D. Walker, Principal 
Senior High School 
Baker, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

I genuinely appreciate your letter of February 
relative to your proposal to use certain of the sections 
or divisions of' the reporting schedule used in the 
California survey of secondary school libraries. 

We did not copyright this publication and I per- 
sonally believe that permission should be granted for its 
use as you propose In the State of Oregon. Since the 
California surver of secondary school libraries was 
undertaken as a joint responsibility of the School 
Library Association of the State and the State Depart- 
ment of Education, I will write immediately to Mies 
Elizabeth Neal, President of the State Association, 
asking for her approval. 

I will communicate with you as soon as I have 
received definite work from Miss Neal who live In 
Compton, California. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 
C. F. Muncy 
Assistant Chief, Division 
of Research and Statistics 
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State of California 
DEPARTMENT OF EDtJCAT ION 

Division of Research and StatistIcs 
Sacramento 

February 17, 1937 

Troy D. Walker, Principal 
Senior High School 
Baker, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

I take this opportunity of granting you permission 
to use certain materials l'ram the reporting schedule 
prepared for use in connection with the California 
Survey of Seeondry School Libraries in the study which 
you propose for the State of Oregon. A letter received 
this morning from Miss Elizabeth Neal, President of the 
California School Library Association, indicates that she 
believes such permission should be granted. 

I would genuinely appreciate your courtesy in for- 
warding sample copies of the form which you finally 
develop for use in Oregon, so that e may have them for 
our information in California. At the present time we 
are analyzing and preparing for publication the data 
g . thered in the California survey of secondary school 
libraries. I will be glad to communicate with you 
further as your study proceeds. May I wish you success 
in your unìertsJing? 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 
a. F. Iïuncy 
Assistant Chief, Division 
of Research and Statistics 
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AMERICAN LIBRY ASSOCIATION 
Executive Offices: 520 North M±chigan Avenue, Chicago 

May 27, l93 

Mr. Troy D. Walker 
Oregon High School Athletic Ass'n 
602 Studio Building 
Portland, Oregon 

Dear Mr. Walker: 

I am not familiar with any other state survey of 
secondary school libraries comparable to the one 
mady by Mr. Muncy in California. 

I am sure that working on a survey at this time, you 
must be taking advantage of the library criteria which 
have been established by the Cooperatige Study of Second- 
ary School Standards. I am enclosing a reprint of 
two articles about the library parts of the study. 

If you have not had 
Harriet Long, State 
Se .. lem, I feel sure 
continuing work on 
in Oregon. 

MLB/HS 
En cl-1 

opportunity to consult wìth Miss 
Librarian, Oregon State Library, 

that you will wish to d.c so before 
your survey of secondary schools 

Very truly yours, 

( signed) 
Mildred L. Batchelcier, Chief 
The School and Children's 
Library Division 
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WESTERN 
UNION 

July 19, l93 

MR. WALTER F. DEXTER 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIO INSTRUCTI3i 
STATE DEPARTtENT OF EDUCATION 
SACRAIitENTO , CAL IFOFJIIA 

PLEASE SEND BY FIRST MAIL POSSIBLE co 

0F PUBLICATION ON SECOiTDARY SCHOOL LIBRARIES IN 

CALIFORNIA REQUESTED IN OLTR LETTER OF JULY EIGHT 

TROY D. WALKER 
OREGON HIG-H SCHOOL ATHLETIC 

ASSOCIATION 
602 Studio 3uilding 
Portland, Oregon 

PREPAY 

CHARGE BE 1513 
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state of California 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Division of Textbooks and Publications 
Sacramento 

July 20, l9 

Miss Una Van Houten, Office Secretary 
Oregon High School Athletic Assocition 
602 Studio Building 
Potland, Oregon 

Dear Miss Van Houten: 

This will acknowledge your letter of July , 

requesting a copy of the bulletin on the secondary 
shool library, addressed to Superintendent Dexter, 
which has been referred to me for reply. 

The manuscript for this bulletin has not yeb 
been completed and it will probably be quite some 
time before it will be published. 

We will notify you when the bulletin comes 
from the press. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 
Ivan R. Waterman 

Chief of Division 

I LJ 


