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A PA}IORAUTC SATM TIRE I'IIDER SIfiBT
Ag DSTELOPED O}I 1tsS

8A}I BSN}IADI$O SATIO}IAJ, T'OBEST

T}te ftre f,ln<ler sklrt was born of, the neetl for a

better ncthod to aequalat lookoutg wlth thelr oountry--

for a Loeator that esuld actually polnt out on a Eap

tbe loeatlon of a flre when croos readlngs wetra not

avaiLable and thea the topography waa blaekeel-out bY

ilarkness--for a way to better perpetuate tbe tntlmate

knowledge of an area geined by tbe oxperlence of neteran

Lookouts and rangers--for a lookoutrs map that woultl

glve loaattroas aocurately as seetr on the ground through

the fLre flnd,erf s st€Ut.

fhe prtnclples employed were adapted to the standard

0sborne Flre Flnder ln a way that lts operatlon was un-

chan6ed, ereept to be lmproved ln a snall $ESr guch al.
to make lt no loager neoossary to eometlneg have to

llft the lastrunent f,rom track to traok to mlss local

obstruotiong ln the Llne of, slght.
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Ia order to ralse the flre flader to aaka gpaoc for
tha sktrt, the bulldup ahorya la Sl8ure L was Easd. The

tracks oa top the butldup pernlt tbe ftro flarler to be

s1ld f,our xraylr. Tbls arraagortrcnt hag been fotudl to hel,p

keep the lagtrunent ln better orteatatloa thaa xhen lt
rcs nacessary to bavo to ltft tt f,rm traok to truok aa{

haa helped to reduee posslblJ,ltles of aeoldent and. loga

of tlne.

Fteule

Flgure 8 shows tba OEborne Fl.re Flnilsr resttrg on

the bull.iluB and able to be ellit ln four t[lraotlons. lfhe

thlrd base tmck hae bean rsmoved, gl.nce lt Ls ao longer

Eeecled..

fhe olrcular gklrt ls nade of 16 gaug€ netal aad haa

a narror tnetdo eboulder at the top edge. Shen the aklrt
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lg sllpped on, the shoulder aomea to regt upon the azlmuth

olrcLe rlng of the flre flnder. rt le locked !.n posltloa

by a elngle dog attached to the sklrt whloh slldes lnto a

notch cut lnto tbe azLnutb rlng as the sklrt te dllpperl

on. lhe ekirt ts very easl1y removed to make aecesslble

all adJustments. ft ls palnted wltb ohromlun palnt, andl

the culture ls drawn oa wttb waterproof l,nk.

Ftgrre

A polater made of spflng brosze rvas attaohod, to the
poop slght eo that lt oould sllde up and dorn wlth the

stght ancl along the faae of the gklrt. Flgure g ehows

the sklrt ln place aad the pointer amangenetst. At the

ttne the photograph wao takea, the eulture was being

drawn on the sklrt.
Eo the front slsht wae addecl a borlzontal cross
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balr betreea tbe two regrrlar oross hatrE. llbte lE tbs

only or?ea halr uged lvbea getttng a Looatloa from or adlil-

lng oae ts the ektrt BaI). The regular erogs halrs rematn

unohauged and are uged as before. Honevor, at statlons
loeate{ ln blgh eouatry Sere nLnus vertloal readlngr

are ugod, the added crosa hatr rl.I1, not bc needs{ ae tbe

lorer front slght cross halr can be $seil. Converaely,

statlone locatedl at low elerattonu aad surrounded by

hlgh oouatry seeil only to uge the upper f,ront gtght oroag

hetr. A oentcr cross balr sleht hag to be arlderl only to
glve parlsun ef,flaieaey at statl,oaa surround,oel by botb

blgh aud lor terraln.
Io draw the cuLture on tho skfut the looEotrt, aftar

naktag csrtatn that the flre flntler le ortested, looka

tbroug[ the peep glebt and ustng thc eeat,er or claelgaate{

erosa balr of the front stgtst, follora rldgea, roads,

tralle, dralnagoar etc.r trDrdown andl aroun0. A8 he dloeE

thLs, the pclluter traveJ.a up, dorn aacl arounri[ on ths

face of the sklrt, asA he d,rass fur lte path ag be Boas.
gynbols are uged for seotlon eorners, atnrcturBs, eenpo,

control polnta, ete. Many potnts that the lookout oannot

plek sut wllL be glven to bln by nlrror flash durlng the

day or flaehlng Llght at nlght by men travellng ln tho

f tel,d. The cul.ture wtlL aeeeaaarlly appear on the sklrt
llap ln re?erse. Sorever, thls eeeningly obJectlonal feature

haa not conf,used anyoae rho has operated tbe lasttnrnEnt ao
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fatr. If tbe oalture tE vleured ls a mLmor hcld at a rle[t
aagle to aad at tbe bottm sf tbe okirt, lt rtll appear

rtght al{e rqr.

llbe four squale feet of the sktrtta surfaoe glvo

aaple ro@ for muoh detall, sueb as the spottrng la aadl

ld,ontlf,ytng of lndlvldual houset la a surrror homc traet.
llhc laetrrrmeat hae aufflclent rasg€ to rork rsIl ln

elther rough or lor rolllng oountry.

Tha sklrt showa ln Ftgure 5 ls ?$ Lnebes rleep. A

sborter onc of 5 or 4 lncbes ls arfftalent for fl.at rs1l-
lng oountry, or ono as deep ag g lnobea ney be ureil la

"ary 
preclpltous terratLn. ft waE orlglnally butlt for

aa oxperlnental rorklag model at a eoat of $S.80 and bat

prored co gattsfaetory that lt haa aot been rorthnbllo
to lnprove of ohange l.t.

Is both the hands of B€r B6s aail vcterans the flre
I

flador sklrt has bEon a vaLuable adJuaot throug[ tro flra
E€aEons ln tnprortng tbe dstectton taohnlque ancl lookout

rollablllty. srot to be lef,t tr.mentloaerl 1g the faot that
thls lastrunent served as an eroellant f,oeal polat f,or

publlc lntereet la the dstectlon fleld.




