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Tre items in this bulletin, selectzé from the
material compiled by the Federal Writers' Projsct and the
Historioal Records Survey of the Works Progress Administra~
tion, are representative of the significart collections
being made by these nation-wide progrems.

Ths Historical Records Survey is inventorying
all sources of early Orsgon history, including county and
state records, church ar¢hives, historic cemeteries, old B
manuscripts and imprints, old printing presses, monuments
and relics, private diaries, letters, and memoirs, historic
buildings, and Indian records and lore, - - -~ - e L

The chief undertsking of the Federal Writers'

‘Project has been the American Guide Series of books. 1In

Oregon as in.all other statss the work includes the state

 Guide, dssigned to acguaint Americars with America and to

présent to ths visitor the history, incustry, recreational
advantages.and scenic attractions of the state., The Oregon

' Guids, now in the final stages-of editing will soon be added

to the list of those already pudlished which includes Idahos .
A Guide in Word and Picture; Maine: A Guide "Down East";
Massachusetts: A Guide to its Places end People; Few Hamp-
shire: A Cuide to ths Granite State; Washington: City and
Capital; Philadelphia: A Guida to the Birthplace of a Nation.

Over 10C tooks havs bteen published by the Federal
Writers! Project. The spring catalog, now in preparation, may
be had upon request.
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ABOUT PREHISTORIC OREGON

Dro. Thomas Condon, pastor, carried
a geologistts pick with him constantly
when he roamed the hillis of Wasoo coun-
ty, in the days when The Dalles was a
wide~open picturesque frontier town.
In addition to being one of the most
roted of early-~day pastors of Oregon,

. Dr. Condon wms a geologist of promin-

ence who did much to turn the eyes of
eastern scientists toward Oregon as o
rich’ source of matericl for the geolo=
gist, palgobotanist, and paleontologist.
‘Having no library to aid him in
ths preparation of his sermons, he was
accustomed to walk about the couwmtry
adjacent to The Dalles while he come
posed them, On such excursions he was
ever picking away at the rocky forme-
tions. His enthusiasm for geology soon
enlisted the help of the soldiers and
officers of the military garrison,
teomsters and ranchers. The amateur
collectors brought him fossil specimons

from far points. A :

Dr. Condon was & prominent figure
in The Dallas for 10 years, evideneing
a life of practical Christianity. His
church wos made up of communicants of
many Protestant derominations. He be-
came professor of natural science at
the University of Oregon, where he ro-
mained wntil his death, at the age of
84, "Ho became widely known for his
book, Tho Two Islands and What Becamo
of Thome : -

. e o~ —

" Pictographs in-the Rock Creok
gorge which were recontly reported may
provido another link in the race migra-
tion story which is revecaled in other
Columbia wvanlley pictographs and potro-
S}ths. Those recontly discovered
Dilctographs are located on a cliff
necr the John Hughes ranch in Morrow
county, ,

A huge granito boulder was un-
09verod near Corvellis in 1924, It is
tno?ght to have boon brought by glacial
&ction from the Cascades of Washington
&nd dopositod on the margin of Willam~
ctto Sound by a molting iceberg.

" In 1851 stone seats were found on
“i¢ top of an uninhabited mountain,

In December 1936, when the Columbia
river reached an all time low water mark
for the periods when the stream is rot
frozen over, a part of the riverts bed
near Crate point, just west of The
Dalles, was wncovered. C. Ao Klindt,
local pioneer and azateur archeologist,
visited the spot and unearthod a rare
collection of cooking utensils, mortars
and postles. The relics wero buried in
the mud, just below the water linee

Klindt says that visiting rosearch
studonts had suspected a doposit of
relios might be found at this point.
Previous investigation had boen hom-
pered by the fact that when the low
water periods occur the river is
usually frozen over.

Those locally informod on Indinn
relics aro of tho opinion that the new
finds are not of Indian origia but wero
left by a much earlier poople, probeoly
tho raco credited with having carved
the pictographs on tho basalt cliffs of
the Columbia river.

——-— -

Tho tusk of a mastodon wos oxhumed
near Arlington in 1923, It was whole
whon found, but becamo broken in several
piecos by inoxpert handling,

e e e e

In 1887 it was roported that an
artesicn woll on the W. S. Ladd prop-
orty noar Portland, was sunk nearly
2000 feet and passed through numerous
different tropical formationss. The
drill brought up petrified specimens
of tropical timber, asmorg thom being
almond shells of perfect form, and
wood and bark of the Sawke speciose

-——

That o three toed horse once lived
in Oregon is ovidoncod by tho romains
found in the fossil beds of tho stave,
particularly in tho Jonn Day country.

———

In darch, 1923, interesting rolics,
including a straight stono pipe with
evidonco of having becn used, wero fourd
in burial mounds in N. E. Benton ccurty
on the farm of Clydo Poasock, The ro-
moins are classod as pre~Indian--gkuils
syrmetrical--artifacts prosonte
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Prehistoric burial mounds are
situated along the Caleposia River in
Lirn county, between Altany and Browns—
ville, )

.

-

Proving that Oregon redwood trees’
flourighed at one time in central Oregon,
ths petrified sequoia forest of this
distriet is of special valuss Once
the clumsy, small-braihned dinosaurs
rcamed among the troes, but during a
later geologic age the redwools were
toppled over by some ancient upheaval.

Thore are still some fine specie
mens of redwood. trees to be found in
Oregon, Forest Grove, in Washirgton
county, is ono of the cities whore some
beautiful trees of this specios growe

Recent research thero revecled an
intoresting bit of history in connection
with the redwoods of Washington county.,

Whon gold was’discovered in
Califorpin in 1849, evory ablo-bodied
ran struck out for the mining regions
of tho south, among them John Re Porter, -
a lover of troese Though he farod nono
+too well in Celifornia and’brought back
1ittle of the yellow motal, he did bring
back to his home comrmmity a more ondur—
ing treasure in the form of two bushol
sacks’ of cones from the Californiz red-
woods, whose symmetrical beauty hed in-
trigucd him,

He planted the seed in a nursery
and grew some hundred seedlings, scme of
which he divided among his neighbors,
though he planted many of them on his
farm near Verboor<:,

At the present tinme there are 91
of these stately redwood trees in Wash-
ington county, nost of them about 100
feet tall, cone-shaped and symmetrical
as a steeples, Three of the trees are .
on tho college canpus in Forest Grove,
others aré on the courthouse grounds in
Hilisbcro, while still others are
located in verious parts of Forest
Grovee

D e e -

Found under the earth in a cove o
few miles out of Bend was a large and
cddly shaped noccesin or slippers It
wos made of woven bark and tule grass.

Skulls of Calopooia mound buildor
Stono Ago Indicr artifacts, utonsils
and carvings, are on oxhibition at the
Orogon Stato Collogo musouns Tha othe

above mentionod spocimens are also to

be fourd therce

- -

The Gazette-Times of Corvallis,
September 4, 1924, reported a farmer
had uncovered with his plow a large
cirole of symbolic stones, shaped and
placed by prehistoric man in a field
on a hilltop near Salem.

— o o 0

The Opal Springs in Jefferson
county, neture has combined art and
science to produce, not genuine opals,
but polished chelcedony, a kind of oz
Although opal doposits have beon dis-
covered and‘workod.commorcially'on.up*
Trout crcok in Jefforson County, the
name Opal Springsis somowhat figurcid

Tho chalcodoay-which issuos from
tho springs, however, does become pols
jshod and gloaming from the constant
motion of tho wator, Thoso agates arg
prizod by tourists as souvcnirse

To roach this intorosting spot
visitor should drive down the €roo=ed
river ton milos bolow tho state hiz=w}
bridgo through what is known locally
as Tho Gorgo,

According to McArthur'!s Orogez
Geographic Namos, tho springs in trome
selves are romarkable sinco they dis=-
chargo over oighty miliion galloas of
vatar per daoye.

]

In 1893 a basoment for tho new
postoffice building at Albaony wos cx=-

S——

caweted, and bones of 2 huge anim=l v
found. In tho opinion of Prof, Coud
they wore bones of a small olopha=t
vhich lived in Oregon during the Chzx
plain poriod,.

~ IFossil remains of Cregon’ mastedd
including jawbones, leg bones, verTer
etc., have bsen found in various par
of the stete, as well as tuslic and 2
of prehistoric elephants and maimc:tis




The Oregon Agricultural Coilege
othe naromster for December 22, 1922, report-

o tc.ad that a piece of elephant's tusk was
@round in a load of sawed wood delivered

from Kiger Islaende.

the
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Taken from the John Day fossil
veds between 1930 and 1936, were some

g:r ; agatized paleortological specimens:
L and . phiohippus head and loose tecth; co-
old hippus head and loose +eeth;- rhinoceros
r +eath, horn and jawbouss; canel tecth
| sand jawbones; peccarieo tccth and jaw-.
Yones; saber tcoth tigor,. tusk and jaw-
n ‘benes; squirrel tecth and skulls--all
g ¢ said to be avout 200 million years old."
Dpalsﬁ”Thesc Miocene derosits in the John Day
£ azs fossil beds are located nesr US High-
dis-' ™2y 28. -
on. upp At
the . Tho folIowing appeercd in the
1rotif Fockly Astorian May 19, 1877: "y fow
prom d2YyS 2g° Harry T . Spedden picked up a
s pol: curiosity on the beach below Point
tont  Adams. It is tho skull of a mammoth
es art bird. The bonos mcasuro six inches
across the ferchead and twclve inches
pot from tho crown of the hcad to the point
oo of the nosc.”
highw it
ally A vertabra weighing 4 3/4 pounds
and secveral mineralized ribs werc dis-
gon covered in Fossil Lake in 1931. They
. thop  VWore rcgarded as clephant romains, and
r dy.ce = 8TC considcred additional proof of the
;s of CXistence of a large prchistoric loke
covering much of Lake countys
The following appearcd iz the
new Eﬁlmo'?rat—ﬁcrald of Baker, Hay 14, 1873:
LS CX* J. W. Tirtue has in his barXk the rec-
jmal W maing of a mammoth. The Jjawbons measurces
Condt about 3' in length and 18" wide at the
ont back portion. The wholec is 1in good con-
2 Chot fition. These remains werce found by
:ﬁarlcs Groon in his mining cleaia in Rye
Valloy in this county at a depth of 80
under ground. It is one of thc most
notod  Perfect fossil remains that we have cver
vorts  Soemt
5 par - o
and & The Jan. 18, 1890, cdition of the
that

E?ast Wail, newspaper publishecd at
time in Ccos county, contains & story

=

of a Fallen meteor: A meteor fell near
Schetterts logging camp 07 South Sloush,
about a gquarter of o mile above the old
Winchester dam last Saturday niznte.

The blaze 1lit up the whole country for
miles and ths explosion was distinctly

heard at Marshfield. It buried itself

out of sight in the hill and partics
ars trying to discover tne nature of
Le thing."

Worlmen cxcavating on tnc bank
site in Laxevicw found somc very old
and quecrly shaped guns and cliubs made
of huge limbs of traes shaved to fit
the hend. The clubs have round olunt
heads and supposcdly were uscd by a
very primitive tribe for killinz gamcCe

In Dec. 1681 the East Qrecgonian
rcported that the thigh bonc of an
antedeluvian monster, washed out by
wator, was dug up by John L. Cox on
his ranch in Alkali Canyon, 15 miles
southwest of Pendleton. The honc wes
the femur with knce-joint over cight
inches in diamcter, solid and well
prescrved. Some Indians callecd it
"big elk", but others styled it "big
injun" .

- Bansual.rocks, inclzding huge
agatos, geodes, "thunder cggs" end
obsidian, 2s wcll as stony fragnonts
of primeval trees, are used in the
porch, foundation and fircplacc in
the home of Mrs. John Matson of 3ends

Geolozists who have visited the
home have been amazed at the wide
varicty of stoncs, soms of them scmi-
prccious, Some of thec picces cf
pcetrified wood ar2 roprosentative of
scmi-tropical forestse

A cava locatcd about 40 ycars 2g0
on Snake river is deccrated with Ind-
iar. paintings. The peintings, done in
colors, arc almost hidden by o coating
of dust and smckc. On the cciling is
onc mural about 40 foct by 18 feot,
and on thec north wall, one ebout 12_ :
foct long and 3 foot wide. 5
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