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Preliminary Information Concerning
EMPLOYMENT OF BERRY PICKERS IN THE GRESHAN
BERRY DISTRICT*

The tables and charts presented in this brief circular have boon tabulatod
from rogistration books of tho Grosham Borry Growers, Inc., Grosham, Orcgon, The
purposc was to compile and analyzoe this information briefly in order to assist in
detormining the sourcos of labor, from rcegions within Orcgon and from other states,
usod in tho harvesting of seasonal borry crops in the Grosham district. It was
originally planned to use those data in connoction with a morc comprohonsive
study of the labor probloms in tho Gresham areca, including family labor supplicd
locally from tho berry growing districts,

For the convonience of tho reader, tho information is prescnted in throc
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THE GENERAL LABOR PROBLEY OF THE GRESHAM AREA

Berry District

The approximate boundary of the Gresham berry district extends from the
eastern city limits of Portland near the Columbia River to a point five miles
southeast of Sandy. From there it drops southwest to the Clackamas River, fol-
lowing the north side of the river up to the southern limits of the City of Port-
londe This oncloses an oblong area approximately twenty-five miles long and ten
miles wide, covering 250 square miles.

Membership

Figures are not yet available covering all berry growers in this arca.**
The number of active members of the Gresham Berry Growers, Inc. was 870 during
the 1936 berry season. These members have altogether approximately one thousand
acres in strawberries, twelve hundred acres in raspberries, and some acreage of
other fruits,

*This information was prepared in connsction with Project F-48 of the Fed-
eral dmergency Relief Administration, by C. S. Hoffman, Assistant State Supervisor
of Research, under the direction of L. R. Breithaupt, State Supervisor of Rural
Rescarch.

- *%A survey has been reccntly completed by the Agricultural Agent at Grosham
in cooperation with the Bureau of Agricultural Economics covering the aumber of
growers and acreagos in the district but thosc data are not yot available.
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The association handles the berry crops of a few non-members. This ser-
vice is more general for cherries and prunos, Only twelve non-members handled
their berries through the association in 1935,

1935 Crop

The total strawberry orop for the 1935 season for all patrons (members
plus non-members) was 2,692,110 pounds, and a total raspberry crop of 3,661,949
pounds .

The association handles approximately 80 per cent of the strawberry and
raspberry crop from the Gresham district., The returns credited to patrons during
1935 werc 147,327.25 for strawberries and $23%1,527.14 for raspberries.

Labor Cost

The approximate labor cost for patrons could be estimated only by Figuring
the total yield with the price per pound paid for picking. One cent per pound
was paid for strawberries with a bonus of one fourth cent to pickers staying until
the end of the scason. Not all pickers stayed this length of time so the estimate
will be somewhat larger than it should be. There was no method of estimating the
turnover of pickers in ordoer to arrive at the total number receiving the bonus.
With the above method tha labor cost for strawberries is shown to be approximately
$60,500,

Two cents per pound was paid for raspberrics with a bonus of one~half cent
for pickers staying until the scason was completed. This would show the total
labor cost to be approximately $91,500 for raspborries.

The numbor of man-days of labor employed by patrons during the strawberry
season was approximately 30,250, and 91,500 during the raspberry season.*

They have found that tho "professional pickers" come for only the straw-
berry crop as a higher average daily wago can be made. These pickers very seldom
pick raspborrios. Members of the association ostimated that in general, pickers
oarned a higher daily wage picking strawberries than picking raspberriocs.

Laboyr Turnover

Thero was o carry-over of pickers from one crop to the next as in the casc
of strawborrios and raspborries. In 1935 there woroe thirty-cight registrations
for the strawberry crop, reoprescnting 95 pickors, who also stayod and picked rosp=
berrios aftor tho strawborry crop was finishod.

In order to detormine to what extont pickers roturned from onc soason to
enothor, and stayed on during the same yoar, data woroe compiled from the rogis-
tration chocking individual namcs.

Of the 1,351 porsons picking strawberrios in 1935, sixty-five picked rasp-
borrios in 1934. Two thousand four hundred twonty-cight porsons picked raspborrics
in 1935 who did not pick them in 1934,

*The average daily oarnings made by farm labor in Orcgon countios is outlined in
Circular of Information No. 151, "Statistieal Data Rogarding Farm Labor in
Orogon," Agricultural Exporimont Station, Orcgon State Agricultural Colloge.
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Only throo registrants pickod berrios during cach of th. throo harvosting
poriods studicds Thore was some duplication of rogistration which would slightly
increasc the registration total above whot it should be. During tho 1934 rasp-
borry socason 24 registrants appearcd twicc on the registration bookse. During the
1935 raspborry soason, and during the 1935 strawberry season only 14 duplications
in rcgistration occurrcd.

Total Employmont

Mombors of tho association cstimated that 7,000 pickoers wero annually ome
ployed during the strawberry and raspberry scason and of these about 5,000 woro
rogistored and diroctoed to tho growers hy the omployment office of thu Grosham
Borry Growers. This Huld be slightly over 70 per cont of all pickors omployod
by patrons of tho association. No figurcs worc availablo as to the cmployment
of membsrs of the family on tho home farms.

Tho omploymont offieo oncourages pickors to return oach ycar to the samo
growor, thereoby climincting the nocessity of rogistering cach yoar. Vhore omploy-
mont at tho same farm is not availablo, or the piekers wish to work for somoonc
olsc, thoy usually rogistor at ths offico and aro direccted to anothor farm. An
unostimatod numbor of pickors who have novor rogistered at the offics will po dir-
cetly to the farm and sook cmploymente. The number of pickors following this pro-
cecdurc is no doubt quitc small in proportion to thu total omployment,

Tho registration books theorefore do not complstcely cover all pickers ome
ployed, but in any ovont give a fairly accurate samplo of the total cmployment of
pickors in this aroa,

Gonoral Registration

1934 Raspborry Socason

Registration of pickeors for the 1934 raspberry scason startud on Junc 3
and continuced until July 4, with 853 rugistrations ropresonting 2,463 pickars,
Of thesu, 183 rogistrations, roprosconting 529 pickors, came from outside of Ore-
gon, including rogistrations not ascortainablo.

Incomplete Rocords

Duc to incomploteness of the reocords, causcd in many cases by refusal or
failurc of thoe rogistrant to give his logal rosidenco, 121 rogistrations, ropro-
sonting 341 pickors arc listed as "not ascertainablc." Many porsons coming to
the Grosham office to rogister wors under tho improssion that favoritism was
shown to Orcgon residonts in proforonce to pursons from out-of-stato. In sovoral
cascs it was found that persons rogistoring with an Oregon addross, or cntering
no addrsss at all, wore known to be driving automobilos carrying liconsu platos
of other statoss. It is therefore folt that in the majority of ecascs, pickers
rogistoring no addross and listod under "not ascertainabls" woro not rosidonts
of Orcgon. :

1935 Raspborry Scason

Rogistration of pickers for the 1935 raspborry scason started May 28 and
continucd until July 29, with 932 rogistrations ropresenting 2,493 pickors. Of
thoesce, 268 rogistrations roprosonting 810 pickers came from out-of~statec. This
figuro includos 137 rogistrations listud undor "not ascortainable" and roprosents
417 pickorse.



1935 Strawborry Scason

Pickors for tho 1935 strawborry scason startod thoir registrations on lay
25 ond continucd until June 19. The totzl registration was 465, roprosonting
1,351 pickors. Of these, 109 rogistrations, rupresonting 261 pickers, came from
out-of~stats,

Tho total rogistration of pickors for this crop was the smallest of the
throe scasons coverod in this roport. This may havoe beon duc in part to the car-
licr date for rogistrations, conflicting with tho schocl attondance of children
in familics that might otherwiso have rogistorod for comploymant.

Out=of=Stato

The proportion of out-of-stote rogistroations was also tho smallest, being
only 1543 per coent of tho total. The proportion of registrations with addrossoes
listod as "not ascortainable" was also tho smallest, incroasing thue accuracy of
tho roturns for tho states listod in Tablo No. 3.

Cortification|2£ Entrics

Inasmuch as tho date wore takon dircetly from the rogistration books of
the Groshum offico, thorc was no mothod whoreby the ontrics showing the rosidonco
of cach rogistrant could bo vordificd, It is felt that the ontrics from the Port-
land arca arc slightly larger than tho actuval number of rogistrants living in
that arca. A cortain portion of tho reeistrations worc no doubt mado by individ-
uals having rosidoncc outside tho stato, and by giving o fictitious Portlond
addrass folt thoir chanco of obtaining smploymont would be incrocasod.

Rogistration by Groups

Typos of Groups

In the following table, a compilation has beon made of cach rogistration
according to the typc of group in which tho pickers wore living at the time of
rogistration. This was dono for cach of tho threc soasons, and shows also the
number of pickors reprosontod in onch group.

The "Non-rclated Group" is composcd of familics which arc not rclatede An
oxample would be the agreomont of two neighboring familios to travel in onc ocar
in scarch of omployment, theroby reducing tho cost of transportation tc cach fam-
ily units A "Related Group" would bo compesed, for oxample, of two brothers and
their reospective families, traveling togothor for mutual advantage. The othor
groups listod in the tablu arc sclf-vxplanatory.
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Table Nos 1 ~ ALL REGISTRATIONS AND PICKERS ACCORDING TO GROUPS*

1934 Raspberry 1935 Raspberry 1935 Strawberry
ALL GROUPS Season Season Season
Nos Reg. Noe Reg. No. Rege
Noe TOTAL 2459 851 2493 932 1351 465
1  Non~related groups 1277 285 1062 263 626 145
2 Single Persons 234 234 234 234 105 }05
3  Husband and Wife 246 123 310 155 150 75
Two parents and
4 one child or more 282 82 278 81 233 85
5 Related Groups 251 72 374 109 146 42
‘One parent and
6 one child or more 169 56 245 90 g1 33

*xCovering all registrations and pickers for 1934 and 1935 raspberry, and 1935
strawberry season.

It is not possible in this briof report to cnalyzc tho social or cconomic
implications suggested by oithoer tho frequeoncy or absonce of rogistrations by
various groupings. This would best bu loft to o lator and more comprchonsive
study.,

BERRY PICKERS RESIDENT IN OREGON

Motropoliton Area

Tho majority of pickers omploycd in the Grosham district worce resident in
what is comsidoercd the metropolitan arce surrounding Portland.  This includos
Multnomah County, the northern part of Clackemans, tho northoastorn tis of Yamhill
and the southwostorn part of Washington countics. The bulk of the labor cmployoed
come from the arua within a thirty mils radius of tho city of Portland.

For cach of tho thrsoe scasons, this arcn supplicd morc than 90 pur cont of
the residont labor and woll over half of the total labor.

Tablo Mo, 2 - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTIUN OF REGISTRATIONS OF OREGOK PICKILRS

1935
RES IDENCE 1934 1935 Strowhorrics
Raspboerrios . Raspberriocs Nos of Rog- Porcontogo
N igtrotion Distribution
OREGON, 211 670 100% 664 100% 356 100%
Hotropolitan Arca 609 90 811 92 533 9346

Rest of Orogon 61 9.1 53 8 23 B4




Vorification gf'Data

There is somo ovidenco that thoe figuros for the motropolitan arca aro
largor than actually was tho case. Soveral telophone numbors and Fortland ad-
dressos woers checkod and found to bae fictitious, but no caroful estimate as to
total crror for 2ll rogistrations from that aroa can be proesontod without a moro
involvod procoss for verification.

Distribution

For ocanch of the scasons covercd, the porcontago distribution of rusidont
recgistrations in oach of ths five goneral regions of Orcgon held little varia-
tion. Tho heaviest registration in sach casc was from the Portland arca, with
tho "illamette Valley, Coast Rogion, Eastern Orogon and Southern Oruogon follow-
ing in the order named.

OUT-OF-STATE PICKERS REGISTERING

1934 Raspberry Soason

Thoro werc 183 out-of-stato rogistrations, ropresenting 529 pickors, for
the 1934 raspborry socason., This ropresentoed 21.5 por cont of all pickers. Rog-
istrations worc shown for persons living in scventecon statos as listed in Table
No. 3+ Of these, Washington supplied the bulk, amounting to 146 per cont of all
out-of'=state registrations. Californina was second with 5.1 per cent of 2ll out-
of-state registrations. Registrations from the Rocky Mountain and Middlewestern
states followed.

Residence Unknown

The accuracy of charting the spatial distribution of the picker's resi-
dences is impaired due to the frequency of registrations with no address given.
There was o total of 121 whose addresses were listed as "not ascertainabla," rope
resenting 64+4 per cent of all out-of-stute ragistrations.

1935 Raspberry Season

For the 1935 raspberry season, see Table No. 4, Washington supplied most
of the cut~ofwstate labor, representing 21.2 per cent of tho total. CUnlifornia
wes sscond with 7.7 per cent and Michigon third with 2.5 per cent. Thero were
more middlewestern states represented than was true for the year provious.

Distribution

Outeof-state pickers represented 32.4 per cent of totul pickers employed,
which was on increcse of 10.9 per cent over the 1934 raspberry season for non-
rasident pickers as shown in Toble Hoe &,
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TABLE NO, 3

RESIDENCE DISTRIBUTION BY PERCENTAGES OF OUT-0OF~STATE

PICKERS REGISTERING FOR 1934 RASFBERRY SEASON

“Number of Number of % of Pickers | % out-of=-state

Out=of=state Registrations Pickers from each pickers are of
state all pickers

TOTAL 183 529 100% 21.5
Washington 28 77 14.6 341
California 7 27 5.1 1.1
Oklahoma 4 16 340 7
Nebraska 3 14 246 1
South
Dakota 3 8 9 .2
Colorado 2 9 1.7 o4
Idaho 2 7 _ 1.3 '3
Montana. 2 3 ___ 8 1
Michigan 2 3 o6 o1
Texas 2 3 8 o1
Iowa 2 3 .6 ol
Minnesota 1 _ 3 6 o1
IllinOiS 1 P o4 ol
New
Mexico 1 5 9 «2
Uteh 1 5 .9 .2
Wyoming 1 2 o4 a1
North ' o
Dakota 1 4 «8 iy
Not
Ascertainalbe 121 341 64.4 13,8




RESIDENCE DISTRIBUTION BY PERCENTAGES OF OUT-OF=-STATE

TABLE NO. 4

PICKERS REGISTERING FOR 1935 RASPBERRY SEASON

8.

Number of Number of % of Pickers |% Out-of-state
Out~of=state Registrations Pickers from each pickers are of
state all pickers

TOTAL 268 810 100% 32,4%
Washington 53 172 21.2 649
California 19 62 77 204
Kansas 7 17 2.1 o7
Michigan 7 20 265 8
Idaho 5 13 1.6 o5
Colorado 4 12 le5 4
Nebrasgks 4 14 1.7 o6
Misgouri 4 10 1.2 o4
South
Dakota 4 13 1.6 «5 .
Wyoming 4 9 1.1 o4
I1linois 3 7 «9 o3
Lowa 2 4 5 »2
Indiana 2 8 o7 o2 .
Texas 2 10 1,2 24
Nisconsin 2 4 05 2
Arizona 1 4 o5 a2
Florida 1 2 .2 o1 —
Minnesota 1 2 22 s -
Mississippi 1 1 1 ol-
Hevada 1 2 20 P P
liorth |
Dokota 1 6 7 ! .2 -
Oklahoma 1 1 o1 | sl —
Utah 1 1 .1 ol-
New York 1 1 ol ol= 3
Tot Ascer‘tainablgJ 137 417 5145 16.7
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TABLE NO. §

RESIDENCE DISTRIBUTION BY PERCLENTAGES OF OUT-OF-STATE

PICTERS REGISTERING FOR 1935 STRAWBERRY SEASON

Number Number of % of Pickers | % out-of=-state
Out~of-state Registrations Pickers from each pickers are of
state all piclkers
TOTAL 109 261 100% 19, 3%
Washington 27 77 29¢56 5e9
California 5 10 3.9 o7
N
Moxico 4 20 Te7 1.5
Kansas 3 7 247 «9
Arizona 2 8 361 N
Colorado 2 4 1.5 3
Idaho 2 9 344 o7
Nebraska 2 3 1.1 2
Ol:l&hom& 2 1 ) 4 . 1"
Georgia 1 1 o el
Louisiana 1 2 3 »1
i‘\’ilssissippi l 4 105 ¢ 3
South
Dokota 1 3 1.1 o2
Wyoming 1 1 o4 | o1~
NOT 1
Ascertaineble 55 111 4245 | 842
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A partial oxplanation of the inerease in the number of other states repre-
sonted might be shown by the faet that registrations werc started carlier and
continucd several weeks lator than was truce in the previous year. Othor factors,
of too widc scopc to be coverod in this report, undoubtedly influcnced this in-
crcasc in oub~ofegtate registrations. ‘

1935 Strawberry Scason

For the 1935 strawberry scason there werc 109 rogistrations from out-of-
statc pickers, representing 261 persons seeking cmploymont. Those werc 195 per
cont of all registrations for the soason.

Distribution

Washington supplicd more labor than any other state, or 29.5 per ceat of
all out-of-state pickers. New Moxino was sccond with 7.7 per cent and Califor-
nio o low third with 3.9 por cent. Therc was a decreasc of rogistrations coming
from the Vortheastern and Greoct Lakes statos, ag showm in Map No. 3.

The reason for the proportionatcly strong increcsc in the rogistrations
from New Moxico could not be determined without o study of conditicns in that par-
ticular state. . study of this scope could best be carricd cut on a nation-wide
scclce  The inercoeses and docreascs in the mobility of rural labor from thoe var-
ious statcs could be more carefully verificd and analyzed as to the oxisting con-
ditions and c¢nuscs reosulting in this shifting of rural labor.



- Map No. 1
Residence of Out-of-Stote Pickers Registering for 1934 Raspberry Season

R~ e o = =

— "7 7L
)




Mop No. 2
Residence of Out-of-State Pickers Registering for 1935 Raspberry Scason
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i'ap Ho. 3 :
Residence of Out-of-Stote Pickers kegistering for 1935 Strawberry Scason




