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~ prints, 0ld printing presses, monuments and relics, private diaries,

The items in this bulletin, selected from the material
compiled by the Writers! Project and tre Historical Records Survey
of the Works Progress Administration, are\representative of the
significant collections being made by these nation-wide programs,

The Historical Records Survey is inventorving all sources
of early Oregon history, including county end state records, town

and church asrchives, historic cemeterics, old manuscripts and im-

letters, end memoirs, historic buildings, end Indien records and
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lore.

The chief undertaking of the Works Progress Administra-
tion Writers' Project has been the American Guide Series of Books.
In Oregon as in all other states the work includes the state Guide,
designed to acguaint Americens with America and to present to the
visitor the history, industry, recreational advantages and scent
attractions of the state. The Oregon Guide, now in the final stages
of editing will soon be added to the-list of those already published
which includes Idaho: A Guide in Word and Picture; Maine: A Guide
"Down East"; Massachusetts: A Guide to its Places and Pcople; New
Hempshire: A Guide to the Granite State; Washington: City and
Cepital; Philadelphia: A Guide to the Birthplace of a Nation;
Delawares A Guide to the First State; Mississippi: A Guide %o
the Magnolia State; Fhode Island: A Guide to thc Smallest State;
South Dekota: A South Dekota Guide; North Dekota: A Guide to the
Northern Prairie State; Vermont: A Guide to the Green Mountain

State.
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In addition to all the state guides, interesting publica-
‘tions now evailable include American Stuff; Cape Cod Pilot; Hoosier
Tell Stories; The Hopi; Italiens of New York; New Orleans City Guide;
Whaling Masters; Who's Who in the Zoo; and Wisconsin Indian Lore.

> Publications now in preparation by the Cregon Writers!
Project include the Oregon Guidec, an Oregon Almenac for 1¢39, 0ld
Towns of Oregon, and Fire Prevention in Portlend.
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OREGON F

‘Rutherford B. Hayes was the first presi-
ent of the United States to visit Oregon.
he event occurred September 27, 1880,
en the President, Mrs. Hayes, General
1liem Tecumseh Sherman and party made a
four of the Pacific Northwest,
~‘Arriving by stage from California, the
President and his retinue spent the night
kfikgéckSOnville. From there they went to
thseburg, where they were met by a dele-
tion of Oregon notables including Gov-
mor Thayer, Judge Deady, William S.
dd, end Harvey Scott. Later, the presi-
tial party and the welcoming deputation
rded a special train at Roseburg, which
{ried them to Portland, and after a day
gdregon's leading city the President and
§ party went on to Astoria, where they
ded a steamer which carried them back
Sen Francisco.
dhe emusing incident is told regarding
President's Jacksonville visit. The
rty had stopped at the town's finest
ystelry, the French Hotel, operated by a
fertain Madame De Rebaum who was much
Borried about how to entertain her noted
Uests, In preparation, Madome De Rebaum
p21lsomined the president's room-to-be and
ought for it a new Brussels carpet and a
cture; The stage arrived in the evening,
@ distinguished guests retired for the
ght. Barly the following morning, im-
diately before the departure, Mademe De
Bbaum presented her bill for the night's
‘dsing to the President's secretary. Te
#11 was for $100. "We don't wish to buy
Par hotel, Madame," the secretary com=-
ed, and gave her twenty-five dollars.
deme-De Rebaum was much upset over
turn of events, for later she wrote
President Hayes an earnest account of
8r treatment. The President replied that
knew nothing of the matter, but that he
8 sincerely regretful that any bill for
8 northwest -tour should be under dispute
FIRST RIVER PILOT
pilot licensed for the Columbi
5e=Vor bar was 8,C. Reeves, who received
%' Commigsion under the rules of Cregon's
rst Pilotage law, which was passed by
t:aneEiSIature'of Oregon in 1846, author-
& the Governor to appoint commission-
, to exemine and license pilots. Reeves
! 1847

8Ppointed under this act in April,
o ® Pilot and made several trips to San

The first

wards called "council oak."
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to the Columbia River. During the Calif-
ornia gold excitemecnt Recves sailed a
smell sloop called the Flora on San Fran-
cisco bay. In Mey, 1849, he lost his
life when his boat capsized during a
squall,

Oregon City, the only town to hold a
charter under the Qregon Provisional gov-
ernment, wos the first incorporated town
on the Pacific Coast. The event took

place December 24, 1844,
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Gold was discovered for the first time
in Oregon near Gold Hill on January 19,
1849, '

Lacking a suitable building, the first
court of Yamhill county convened at Lafay-
ette.in 1846 under a large osak tree, after-
According to
the Oregon Historical Quarterly, December,
1932, the Oregon supreme court now uses a
gavel mede from a part of the same histor-
ic oak tree.

FIRST SCHOOL

The first school day west of the Rocky
Mountains was held November 17, 1832,
vhen John Ball organized a school on that
day at Fort Vencouver. Fwelve boys made
up the total enrollment. "All were helf-
breeds,™ according to John Ball's Journal,
"as there was not a white woman in Qregon
eeseel found the boys docile and attent-
ive, and they made good progress. The
doctor (McLoughlin) often come into the
school, and was well satisfied and pleased.
One day he said: 'Ball, anyway you will
have the reputation of teaching the first
school in Oregon.' So I passed the win-
ter of 1832 and 1833." :

During the following summer John Ball
left school-teaching to venture into
farming., He is said to have raised the
first wheat in Oregon,

Astoria, already a settlement 85 years
old, levied its first regular municipal
taxes on January 15, 1875,

The Colonel Wright, the first steamf
boat on the upper Columbia River wss
launched October 24, 1858, at the mouth
of the Deschutes River. Like most pio-
nesrs on a steamboct route, she made =

* He had the reputation of being a
qcisco to meet vossels on their way

fortenie for her owners before other




ts came to interfere with her trade.
‘Colonel Wright carried freight for
"Walla Walle from Celilo at the rate
‘80 a ton, making each week three round
,P with a full load each times
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+The story of the growth of orchestral
sic in Oregon centers around Portland,

e the first recorded concert was given
868 under the direction of He Gurdo

¢ Details of the progrem are missing,
.there is authority for the fact that

g orchestra played the march from Wag-

‘ 'g Tannhausere According to the same
rt the music was scored by Mre Grob
pself, because printed parts were diffi-
1t to obtain in those dayse
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glish walnut trees‘were first planted
Oregon in 1847, on the John Blacker

tion land claim near Wilsonville,

ted in 1857 by Reverend Ee R. Geary,
oldest black walnut tree is at Browns-

stalled on March 28, 1864, at the corner
eshington and First Streets, The Ore-
an in commenting upon the event says:
Phseseas they (the hydrants) are of the
Miropolitan order, we expect their adop=
P20 generally on most of the principle
sereet corners. Where water is plentyful
PeY are used for fire plugs and filling
eet sprinklers ("

8olomon Smith was the first white sett-
‘on Clatsop plains. His wife, Celiast,
i:he daughter of a chief of the Clatsop
. -
*In 1854 Solom » Smith took a census of
tsop county, su«cording to his count
ST9 were 593 ‘nhubitants, of whom 394
b ® males and 199 females, The Indiens,
r o L VOT, Were not counteds
AR earlier census of Clatsop plains was
N e:rinb1§46.‘ At that time there were 95
°T8 belonging to 38 different families
?ing in the territory,
}th:hny ?XPeditions were made in search of
! am}’thlcal "Straits of Anian", which
étha Supposed to connect the Atlantic with
t cific ocean, somewhore in the north-
‘ Surt of North Americas The first of
il 154gxploring expeditions was sent out
7'1ded by Don Antonio Mendoza, who pro=
Over America, or Now Spaine Two

small vessels, ths Sarn Salvedore and the
Victoria, were fitted out for the expedi~
tion, which proceeded as far as the 44th
parallel without mcking eny important dis-
coveriese

FIRST STATE FAIR

Oregon's first state fair wns held from
October 1st to 4th, 1861, noar the Clacka=
mes River, one and one half miles north of
Orcgon Citye Prizes amounting to $758
wore awarded by the Oregon State Agricule
tural Society, sponsors of the fair, for
tho best specimens of livostock, farm pro=
ducts, cockery, and needleworks

A horso known as Black Hawk captured
first trotting honors and the fifty doller
purses Unfortunately for Oregon racing
history, no record wns kept of Black
Hawk's timo, nor of the running races
which were also featured during the last
two days of the faire

Following the close of the Fair, the
Oregon State Agricultural Society called
for bids for a permanent fair grounds,
Lene, Linn, Yemhill and Marion counties
respondeds At a meeting of the Society,
when a vote was cast to decide on a per=
manent location of the fair, Salem re=
ceived 65 votes, Oregon City throe, Cor=
vallis two, and Eugene City one votee

Until 1885 the State Fair was managed
by the Oregon State Agricultural Socletyes
In February of that yoar tho Oregon State
Legislature passed a bill creating the
State Board of Agriculturo, giving it con=
trol of the Stato Fair and a yearly $5,000
appropriation for expensess

The Orogon Stato Fair has been held year-
ly sinco 1861s Thec only exception wrs the
year 1905, when because of the Lowis and
Clark Centonnial Exposition the Board de=
cided not to hold the State Fair, but to
usc tho yearly apprcpriation instead for
improvements on the fairgroundsa.

September 27, 1851, marked the laying of
the first plank on the Portland and Tual=
atin Valley plank roads Aftor & procosse=
ion of Portlanders met at tho spot where
the plank was laid, ard following speechos
appropriate to tho cccasicn, a hearty
luncheon which included & "woll roasted
ox" was spread upon the new plarkse. Din-
ner completed, a trial trip was made over
the new roade

Oregen had beern o state for a month
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re the first news of the admission to
fo¢ tehood reached those living here. . The
age was brought to Portlend, March 18,
9, when the Brother Jonathan docked

m Sen Franciscoe

> FIRST BILL IN CONGRESS

Forly in the closing session of the 16th
ress held December 19, 1820, the

e of Representetives heard a motion

3 1 Dr. John Floyd of Virginies that a
oy - Qeommittee be appointed to inquire into the
* 1. Kgttuation of the settlements on the Pacif-
ast end the expediency of occupying
olumbia River. '
, and the representatives Floyd,
tcalf, cnd Swearinger were appointed to
.71 Jthe committec. This was tho first Orogon
introduced in Congruss,

e committec rcported on Jonuary 25,
851, giving six reasons why the Unitod
ntes should assert its right to the Ore-
m country. The committee pointed out
At colonizotion and expansion were de-

Pl aied

o SO able because of the profits to be de-
friy { ed from the fur trade, from whaling,
i m business with the Indiens, and from
v . valuoble timber and stock resources of
2 region., It was important, the commit-
L noted, for the United Statos to hold

-Columbia River as an outlet for the

- trade and for other inland commerce
wowing into the Pacific. That the nction
Mould take stops to check further settle-
it and expansion by the Russians was
recormended.

ever, it was not until 1848 that con-
88. nctuanlly passed a bill dealing with
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& FIRST TAXES

B RS ’;oregon's first taxes wore collectod in
A B by Joseph L. Meek, sheriff of tho

« “~3’*ﬁgisional Government., The sum came to

- o BE9S.81, In an addition to a poll tax of

e ,' of one percent was collected on = total
Ao ,f°P°rty valuation of $218,004.00. The
.I;:gerty all lay south of the Columbia
s EThisr ond mostly in the Willmmette velley.
- was the beginning of Americon tuaxcs

The motion was ace=

Y cents for each adult male, a levy of

RISEEGISH

Clocks $ 520,
Wictches 3,671,
Horscs 47,562,
Mules 1,975,
Cattle 101,280,
Hogs 9,279,
Mcrchandise 5,200,

Totel in Clotsop County 3,492,

The first telegraph line in Oregon was
installed betwzen Portland and Corvallis
in September, 1856; between Portland and
Salem on April 21, 1863; and from Portland
4o Sen Francisce on March 5, 1364.

- - -

The first United States post office west
of the Rocky Mountains was established at
Astoria on March 9, 1847,

The Weekly Astorien, July 7 1877, re-

porting improvements made at Oregon's old-
est postal station, mentions that the
office was enlarged and provided with "en
increase of lock boxes, with a separate
delivery window for the ladios.”

FIRST RIVERBOAT

The pionecer steamboat on the Columbia
ond Willamectte Rivors made her appearance
in 1850. Earlier, the only passago avail-
sblo between oll river points wes either
over the wendering Indien trails or else
by passage engagod in canoes.

Built in Astoriz, the Columbia was a
little packot of the sids-wheel type. Om
July 3, 1850, the boat left from Astoria
on her initial trip. After a stop at
Portland to ensble the townspeople to in-
spect the craft, she proceeded up the
Willemette and arrived at Oregon City on
the evening of the Fourth, where she was
given an ovation by the jubilent citizens.

During the first year of The Columbia's
run she proved very profitable to her own-
ers. Rates are said to have becn $25 a
trip for passengers and $25 a ton for
freight. Later, when better and faster
boats cemc from San Francisco to travel

lost prestige.

Portlend installed the first telcgraph
fire alarm on February 17, 1875, This was
eight years before the Fire Department
bought horses to be used in pulling the
fire fighting apparatus,

Electric lights were displayed in Oregon
for the first time cn the evening of May

. On&h € Pacific coast.
g0 ‘ ;h t: total valuation, by classifications,
. @3 "€ tox roll of 1844 were as follows:
: ‘ Town 1ots $ 28,370,
Sasure carrianges ' 485,
11g 18,170.

28, 1875, when a very high-toned passenger

along the same routes, the little Columbia
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.agmsr, The State of Californis, docked
Portland with six arc lights on board,
in the cabin and two in the engine
m. A public exhibition given that even
ng is said to have been attended by more
an five hundrcd Portlanders. With the
arning of afswitch a brilliant white
Jight burst forth surpassing anything of
kind ‘ever seen in Portland before.
#dThc first marriage ritos for white people
n Oregon were celebrated when on July 6,
£001837, the Reverend Daniel Lee used the -
ouble ceremony for Jason Lee and Miss
pna M. Pittman,' and for Cyrus Shepherd -
nd Miss Susan Downing.
e first mail to arrive in CGregon in
ted States postal sacks was brought to

leamboat captain west of the Mississippi
iver. Captain Minnie first began steam-
ting with her husband, who ren the
amer Governor Newell on the Columbia
er« Soon mastering the details, ‘she

s granted her pilot's license in 1886,
;}d for several years after piloted the
overnor Newell up and down the Columbia.
r husband 'went along as engineer.

clhe first known theatrical performance
ven in Oregon wers presented in 1846 by
M6 crew-of the British sloop Modeste,
Anchored off Fort Vancouver. 0ddly enough,

ij ol NG play enncted was & pseudo-sophisti-
1og et

r
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lers for many miles up end down the
11&mette Valley made the journey to sece
1@ performance, ’ '

R1lization book for the Oregon country

A8 found in the Cletsop county court

¢ 186 by a research worker on the Oregon

_ﬁfiﬂtorical Records Survey. The volume is

””;nfitled "Declaration of Intention, Vol.

£ The first person mentioned in the

whok wes Hugh Byrne of Great Britain,

: umSG naturalization was recorded on Yov-
ér 4, 1850,

- Several entries in the book state that
|  the 0

4 reooré-..foregoing persons camz bafore the
§ 8r and declared their intentions to
: &ncoyal to the U.S. end forsake alleg-

€ to any other country."

FIRST CATHOLIC CHURCIL

In 1836 the first Roman Catholic Church
in Oregon was built by the Catholic set-
tlers at St. Paul. From 1839 to 1845 the
first pastor of the church was the Rever-
end Francis Norbert Blanchet, who becamse
in 1845 Bishcp of the Archdioccse of Ore-
gon City. During the time when Father
Blanchet was pastor of the church, Orcgon
City was headquarters of the Catholic
Church in the Pccific Northwest. A grape-
vine planted by the Josuit Fathers over a
century ago still clings to the trees sur-
rounding the becutiful Gothic style church
bezun by the ssttlers in 1846 and completed
in 1898, Bricks uscd in this building
were made by Father Blenchet's party from
clay teken from a pit still visible in the
rear of the church. In the Catholic ceme-
tery on the outskirts of the town were
buried the remains of Archbishop Blanchet,
of Dr. William J. Bailey, one of Oregon's
first physiciens, nnd of Ettienne Lucier,
the first settler on French Prairie,

FIRST GARDEN

So far as is known, the first garden in
Oregon wes planted in January, 1796. The
record is contained in the log of the ship*
Ruby, which was anchored in the lower Col-
umbia at that time: "Wednesday, I took a
party of our people and cleared a small
islend which we called Tree Island Pos-
session, and made a Garden, planting Indi-
an corn and scwing Reddishes, Mustard,
cresses, salery snd Turnip seed...cuscene
in October we found the Potatoes abundant

Kfated piece called Three Weeks of Marriagedlarge end good, thc Rceddishes had gone to

seed....there were several beens, but no
appearence of pease, mustard, cresses or
salery, the latter we ascribc to the troop
of birds which inhabited the Islet, =nd
the former to the peasc having besn kiln
driecd, as the soil everywhere is rich and
good.,"

Reed College held its first commencement
on June 8, 1015, when forty-four degrees
were granted.

The Cregon Spectutor, the stute's first
newspaper, published at Oregen City, began
its frrezulnr sxistence under verious own-
ers and editors cn Fecruary 5, 1846, «nd
was permanently suspenied in March, 1855.
Ym, T'Vault vas editor of the first lesue,
John Fleming; printer.
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