


Covered double-pot propagation

covering this with a sheet of polyethylene, The same
can be done with a small clay pot to handle only a few
cuttings.

Procedure

Leaf-bud cutting—Carefully remove a leaf with its
petiole and a section of the stem containing the bud at
the base of the petiole from the parent plant. Treat the
base of the stem section lightly with rooting hormone,
place in moist media and cover with plastic or glass to
prevent excessive transpiration.

Leaf-petiole cutting—Remove a mature, healthy leaf
with its attached petiole from the parent plant. Place the
entire petiole in moist media. Rooting hormone may be
used sparingly, if desired. However, most leaf-petiole
cuttings will root quite rapidly without hormone treat-
ment.

Leaf-blade cutting—This type of cutting may be
propagated in several ways depending upon the type of
leaf used: (1.) With Rex Begonia and similar types, lay
entire leaf flat on moist media. Peg down for intimate
contact between the leaf surface and media. Rooting will
only occur where the main veins are in contact with
moisture. Make cuts across several of the main veins
and the new plantlets will arise at these cuts. (2.) In the
case of smaller-leaved plants such as the Jade plant or
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Kalanchoe, the leaves should just be placed on the sur-
face of the media without cutting across the veins. Root-
ing and budding will occur from the base of the leaf
vein, if kept moist. (3.) With Sansevieria, cut the leaf
into two inch sections and place in moist media at a
depth of one inch.

Once the cuttings are made, they must not be al-
lowed to wilt. Without moisture there can be no plant
life. This is a basic principle in plant culture and should
be strictly adhered to in propagating new plants, since
the cuttings lack a root system to take in moisture. The
propagating media should retain moisture, yet be well
drained and well aerated. Cuttings may wilt from lack
of moisture, excessive heat, rapid air movement, lack
of shade during sunny periods, or from rot because the
rooting medium was too wet.

During the rooting period, maintain a moist media
by frequent light sprinkling with a fine sprinkler head.
Maintain a high relative humidity by keeping the root-
ing area covered. When the cuttings become rooted,
the humidity can be lowered to allow the plants to
harden-off before being potted.

After adequate roots have been developed, the new
plants can be carefully transferred to small pots for
further growth. From this point, these plants can be
cared for in the same fashion as are the parent plants.





