Range lisnagericnt:

oy many of us have wondered how the original users of the
summer ranges, now incluied ' ithin the Ochoco National Forest, took
to the new state of affairs vhen the land was withdrawn from entry and
sot aside as a Forest Rescrve as tho National Forests were then called.

To snsver this .susstion it is nceussary to go back to about the
yeaTr 1900 vhen the old open rangc mc thod w:as still in effcet and the
range var was just loominc orn thc hor-zon. Th~ old original usars of
the rang: werc boins c¢ro.d2d by cutsidc stesk ovmers coming from a dis-
tancc for a shars ir tro fror summer rans> vhieh up until this time had
bcon consider.-d our on by the c¢ld timers.

Along about the ysar 1880 the first shkoep wers taken into theo
Camp Watson Mountains as thc torritory cast of Big Summit Prairio vas
thom called and vha* grass therc must have been! I have heard old timers
say that two camps wcre all that was nceessary for a band of shecp during
the summar.
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Yor a period of some 12 or 15 ycars following the ycar 1880
thers vere only 5 or € bands of sheep grazing the cntirc summer range
betvicen Big Summit Prairie and Bald Mountain (Spanish Pcak).

The first ycar that I can remember having spent the summer
w#ith the sheep outfit :as 1896, Our outfit had two bands of shcep
here this summer. Onc was camped at and used thc range around Double
Corral Creek and the other at Jackson Cresk and Disart Meadow. I was
with the band that was using the Double Corral camp. As I remember it
nov only one move was made during that swmmer and that froz Double Corral
to the mcuth of hay Press Crcck.

Therc was no such thing as bedding out. Thc sheep always came
back to camp cach night. Grass was everyvherc and it sccmed that therc
was room for all thc sheop in Orcgon. Range managemeont was a simple
problem in thos: days. The plan, if ever such a thing was thought of,
was to trail the shecp to the swmmer range from the spring ranges, kcep
the bears out of them during the summer, and then trail back in the fall.

During thc ycars of 1898 and 1899 therc was a grcat influx of
shecp from th: Wasco County country vhich causcd ovcercrowding, and for
a period of 10 ycars therc werc thousands of shecp from distant points
brought in cach scason to share this idcal summcr range with the local
stockmen.

Each spring as soon as thc wool was off of thc shecp these

flock ovmers madc a mad rush for ths mountain ranges each with an idca
of gotting the best camps. The managemcnt plan then was to out manage
your ncighbor and becat him to it if you could. Therc Tere scasons vhen
shecp entcred the summer range by thc latter part of May while thore
w48 still snow in the thickets and canyons and the lavas were deep with
mud. It was not uncomnon for camp tenders to leave the sheep several
miles back on the trail and hurry on shcad and sct up 5 tent and out-
fit on a favoritc camp just to make sure that his ncighbor would not
beat him to it. Many is the time that I have scer tro sheep camps in

"sight of one another and not more than one-half mile apart.

It was thc usual thing for a bard to mix with others and
scparate Tive or six timecs during the sc=asen. Vhen a mix-up occurrcd
it generally meant the build ing of a separating corral, bccause vhen
3 corral was constructed it was always in dcmand and nearly slways in
usc, bringing thousands of shecep to this point. The ovner on vhose
rangc the corrzl vas locatud would remove this nuisance by applying a
match to thc corral. It was common practice vhen an outfit moved from
a camp to somc placc where faood looked a 1little better, for ancther
band to move in and occupy th. vacatcd camp within the next day or so.

The grecn rasturcs of thc good old days beegan to yield to the
trampling of thc thousands of shocp managnd by ownsrs that had no
intorest in the rznge othor than to gob by for one scason, and lct the
next year takec carc of itsclf. No rangc of however high carrying capacity
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~o314 stand the contirued snslaught that this area wis subjected to
a7 Lfter year. Dinage beyord repair was being dene to the range
tat 31211 the med rush went on with rothing being done to repair or
stey it.

= (To be continued)

» Eo vl',o Donnelly.

Origin of N-mes on the Ochcco:

A: times goes on the histery of the origin of names of
various things becomes vague 2nd is finally forgotten. When this
happens the name is very often chinged more or less and sometimes
discarded entirely and a netw one substituted. Instances of these
are seen in the case of Teller Butte =2nd Aubrey Mountain. Originally
they were nzmed Tallow Butte and Alberry Macuntsin.

Foley Creek vas named for an early day settler on the creek.
Tae ranch is now oned by the B-ldwin Sieep Company. Foley Butte vas
named for Foley Creek, it being at the headwaters of the creek.

Biglog Creek vwas nszmed for an enormous western yellow pine
log that fell across the creek, the log being reported 8 feet in diameter.
Belicve it or not, personszlly I do not.

Dutchman Creek was named for a man of that - or Gurman -
nationality, who settled near the mouth of the creek long ago.

Cartwright Creek wss =2lso numed for an early settler who
settled on Trout Creck =about 1870.

Dicks Creck and Dicks Bluff werec named for Dick Hinton, a sheep
man who grazcd sheep there long beforc the crcation of the National Forest.

Opzl Crcek is so called for the reason that opals are found
at an old mine near the head of the Creck.

McKay Creek dcrives its name from Donnld McK-y, an early scttler
who hnd considcrabYe to do with the making of carly history in Centr=l
Oregon at the time o7 th: Tndi-n vrcubles.

Mill Creek i: €2 ¢~il=i fox ths reason that one of the first
sawmills 1in Central Cregou w2z lncated on this creek. It was operated
by water power and suppiied lu.bar fox =2 largz territory.

Hash Rock was not numed Tor scmething to eat, but for a man
nemed Hasch, who built 3 cabin on e c¢reek that bears his name and did
considerable prospecting in that lccality. Some of the old tunnels can
still be found. '




Goeins Pillar. o2 21 tbe s:tura’ curiosities of Oregon, was
nia.ed 7o a man by tiet rane sic wes a wioreer road tuilder of Eastern

Cregnu.
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Whistler Point is so called because a sheep herder used to
herd in that vicinity who was an accomplished and persistent whistler.

he name Twin Pillars describes the pillars themselves. They

are a wonderful curiosity and wculd be better known if nearer a road.

Moccasin Prair;g is so called for the reason that years ago,
before the Forest was created, some settlers went there to hunt. The
ground cover was very dry and their shoes made too much noise so they
made moccasins to wear while hunting.

The prairie near View Point, now known as Dry Mocassin Prairie
was originally called Seven Horse Prairie on account of the fact that
seven horses were once tied up there and starved to death as evidenced
by the fact that they ate up a good part of the log that they were tied
to. Until 1921 parts of the pack saddles could be found. Now, even
most of the skeletons and the partly caten log have been removed by
vandals who have no respect for places of historic interest. There is
a legend that the owners of the horses were murdered and robbed of a
gold shipment they werc takingz from Canyon City te The Dalles.

The small prairie at Trail Rangcr Station was originally callcd
Coffoc Pot Prairic.

Bingham Prairie was named for Cy. J. Bingham who once worked
on the Ochoco and was later supervisor of the Malhcur Forest.

Salt Spring contains no salt. Once a party of hunters camped
at the sprins and fourd that they had fergotten to bring salt with
them, hence the name. Salt Butte was named for Salt Spring.

Spacec does not permit further explanstion of the origin of
names but it can be continucd in the Ochoconian if thought worthwhile.

J. C. ¥F. Andcrson.

Taken from "Ochoconian" of
January, 1932




Renge Management (oont'd fram January issue) Ochoconian, Faeb. 1332,

In the year 1898 tha Casdade Forest Resorve was creatoed end
during the first two years of its existence tiis Eesorve was closed
to grazinge Shesp owners who had formerly usel the Cascade Mountains
ior gumaer range were forved to look elsewherv for summsxr range for
theif flookse Tkis caused a great influx of outside sheep to the Blue
Fountainse Those ownerg crowded intc the Ochoce country in a mad
struggle for existencos

The overcrowded ccndition of this range is the thing that led
up to the range war that followeds This war did not flare up in ome
secsane 1t was tares or four years in tne broviage Cattls mon who
hed usod the £obthill range for years were slow o take such radical
mozsuree to protsct their righis, but the cvercrowding ef the sheep
ranges forcod sheep ownors Lo herd thelr flocks in many cases right
dowu %0 the very door yerds of catils owaers wic had for yeers erjoyed
tho independent use of the public domein adjoining these ranchess 7The
con’inuued trespucsing of those oubside shocp ommers cn rango that the
catllie wen hed Zor yeors coasidured ihelr undisputed demain ccorld mean
noti.ing lces Shen wore Local flock ownurs who hed oceupled this range
for years hod roppected the rightz ef the cow men by lkeeping back off
of tuo range thnbt was graped by thelir cottles Overcrowding of the range
b sksep owisrc resulied ia the recescity of meving down inte tho cattle
ccunisy bocause reem could me longer be Lod in the ¢ stablished sheep
raages on secount uf the ever incrossing nuabers and the ineviteble dew
crease in tho forage supplys

Then sscc the range smr vhich wars an crgenised atteupt by the
catilenen to drive the thecp cmers back Ifrac lhe nugy the caetilemen
cnlied cow runges Their plen of action was to establish a deadiine
soross which shesp men were not sllowed td herd their shespe To mark
this 1ino which rem thru timbered country, iress were marked by cutting
e big saddle blenlwt blaze fors and oft along the line, and notices
printed in red ink ca cloth pesterc were tucked on the sheep side of the
line, There notices read somsthiaz like this:

"Iarning to Sheep Yen « You ere hereby ordered tc keep your
sheep on tine morth siae of thie pleinly marked line or you will suffer
the consoquencess

£lzned

Inlend Shecp Shooters™

This line ran fram Crooked River near the fells, east to Black
Canyon end it was so plainly marked that even to this day it may be
followed without difficulty,

Very little has evor been kaovn ebout the persomnel of these
"pssociations™ of which there were at least fours It wes the Inland
Asgoointion that operated in the upper Deep Creek country and nany are
the sheep that were eradicated as a result of their activitiess
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Vhen the deadline was established there were e few bends
camped south of the 1line. These were notified to move to the sheep
cide of the lino. In most cases tho gheep men moved but in the fow
cesec where they did not, & committee paid the sheep herder a visit
end witi high power rifles shol into the bend end et times ¥illed &8
high as five hundred sheepe Tho herder wes placed under guard, his

= i he had one = taken ewey from him, and he was forced to stand

by end witness the shootin;e After the ghooting the herder was some«
tines teken out into a lava bed, hie choes token awsy from him, and
he wos then told thet he would find 1is boote at his campe He was

nreatensd with his 1ife if he did not move back of the deadline end

steyr theree

The shooting did not elways take place on tho cow side of the
lince Sometimes if e herder disregorded the line end glipped over
for a little feed on the cow side, he got waited on by the Yoommittee" e
I pemerber one cese of & neighbor sheepman who was camped near the line
on %the sheop sides The herder for £his outfit was e big red wiiskered
Tenmesseoian who was wont to sneak over tho dead line end swipe &
1ittle gress on the cow gidce IHe carried aa old 46560 Vinchester end
o big 45 Colt revolver and brazged that he would teke his chances with
the sheep shooterse Of course, whon he wes over the line with his sheep
he elways kept wide awake with his puns ready for action, but onc day
while he waes on his om side of the 1ine end the sheep were chaded up
ho was tekins o nape Then came tho committece The old 45-60 was lying
on the ground by his side ond the 45 wes in its holsters "Stick ‘em up"
e voice shouted in his face, and &s the big Tennessecimn owolke with &
gtart the muzzle of & bip Smith and Vesson took a lerge patch of skin
off the side of his nose and nearly poked en eye out for him, Vhen this
big men from the south limped into cemp bare footed an hour or 8O leter
he found his boots end & mobe pinned £o his tent that reade :

fyou will f£ind your guns in tho vig hollow tree at the

upper end of the mcedows Yhen you count your sheep you will
£ind them €00 hend shorte
Signed
Inlend Sheep Shooters"

This outfit moved farther from the line and did not take eny
more ¢hancese The gums wore found in the hollow 4ree end when the
gheep were counted it wes found thet 350 head had becn slaughterede

How far this war would have corried no one can telle Uncle San
stopt in and put en end to it by the creation of the Blue liountain Forest
Resorve in the year 1905, April 1, 1906 the Blue liountein Forest Reserve
was put under administration with A« Se Iroland as Supervisor with head-

quarters in Prinevillce
Ee Wo Donnelly




— ORIGIK OF HAME ee EOWARD VA LEY

Howard Valley, located on the head of Silver Creek in the Snow
Yountein District, was maned for General Oe Os Howard of the United
States Army who camped there in July, 1878, with a dotachnent of
troops while on ths trail of Chief Joseph and his bend of Piute and Bantook
Indian warriors during the Indion outbresk of 1878,

The trail followsd by Genersl Howard entered the Enow lountain
Distriot om the south side near where Bilver Creek ccames cut of the

timber, and followed the Indian treil up the ridge between Dodson
and Wickiup Cresks, orossing Dodson Cresk Cenyon at Thres Forkse This

" place was bnown to the old timers es Loward's Crossinge The trail
then followed up the ridge just west of Dodson Croek to Delintment
lake, Delintment lake &s not a lalwj it is just a boxver dam end
wasn't oven that when General Howard cemped there in 1878 At a big
apﬂnzwtbis'lah‘aommm&mdtormw:tbommt
camped while the socuts were loocating the Indiange They found them
camped in a big valley a few miles to the northe Just north of the
Delintment Lake camp is a stosp mountsin slope going off into 8ilver
Crook.andtogetthohcavymmgmmdcmmdom'thilhiu
wes no 1ittle task, The wagons were roughlocked end taken straight
down this rooky pointe Ths 0ld wagon tracks still show at this polnt,
dsosm:mtmuﬁeuth.ropoanmﬁd%lmmugmdm
over the low rim at the top of the slepes

Vhen Genorsl Howard's outfit got domn into the valley the
Indh.ﬁi had moved one In order to oroiss Silver Creek it was necessary
tommniogbrwgoto-gctﬁxmushthobmrmtlntnnthen

1




gt that time, The soldiers spent two days in this valley before
again taking up the trail of the Indisns, This valley has been
Imown since as Howmrd Velleye

Alligon Ranger Btation is looated in this welley, and 1t
should have been nemsd Howard Valley Ranger Station when the report
was made recommending its withdrawale

A honesteader, Josse Alligson, was uvingonaohininw
Valley at the time Allison Ranger Station was selected as an aduini-
strative site, and the officer making the report naned the station
Alligon for this roasons

Twonty-ive yeers sgo nserly everyone in the country kmew
Howard Valley as a land marke Since that time Alliscon Remger Station
has just about orowded out the name Howard Valleye This is due to the
fact that all Forest Service sign boards direct to Alligon Ranger
Btation, and the place is thus referred toe In & few more years the
name Howard Valley will be lost 4f something is not dones

If the nexe of Allison Ranger Station was changed to Howard
Velley Rangor Station, the original name of the walley would be kopte
How much better it would be if, in cases 1ike this, end I know of
more than s few; the old historical names could be preserveds

After & name is well established end recordod on maps snd
road signs it s rethor hard to change, but wouldn't 1t be worth
while to go to some little trouble and expense to preserve the history
of the county by keeping these old pioncor names on our siga boards
and mapsd

Ee We Domnelly
Distriot Ranger




65T GUARD

INGT GUARD 1s the nano of s spring end mountain moadow in
the Baow Icuntein country on the Cohooo Forests I¢ 4o a it off
tho mein traveled roeda, but thero is @ sign board cau the road thet
points it cute This sl roeds ®ICST GUARD 1 mile® There isn't
saything vory unusual ebout tho signy it is Just en ordinary standerd
road sign 1ilwo thousands of others @catbercd all over the Latiomal
Forcgts, and thore ien'{ anything cutstending about the spring or the
mnealowy but trovolers stop at the Ranger S8tation smd ask "t is the
story ocomnosted with the neme LOST GUARD that we ezw oo tho sign boamd
back youder ar the road?®

In gnawer 1 heve to ¢ell this otoryse

Along sbout the yoar 1908 whon the 014 Bluo Mountalns liest Forost
Reserve wng divided end medo into tho Desalmtes end lelheur Netional
Foresta, tho bomdery 1ino betwecn tho two forests wms on the dividing
ridze botwoeen tho Indgrant Creok and Silver Creek wetsr ehedse

4 ficld perty headed by Supervisor Cy Bingham of the Helheur

wait out Co locate and merk the boundary line betweon the two Forestse
Fhe Outfit was nado up of three rangers, and cne guard who aocted as

packer and cook for the partye

The mturo of tie job required that the damp bLe noved every day
to koop pace with the survey partye Cue day the Supcrvisor, while out
mcacmrungtr&paboadoi‘ms:nm_parw. discovered this 1ittle
noadow and spring end doolded it would be e good plece to mako camp
for tho nighte Caming beck to the perty he directed tho packer to take




all iue horses over to the moadow, moke cemp, end havo cupper roady
vhen the party oane ins
After desoribing the place end giving the guard direotfons
es to how to £ind it, the gurveyors went on with thoir work end the
guard pulled out with the cemp cutfit end all the horsese Camls
to a place that suswered the description given to him by the Chief
ho turned the horses doun oo the meadow end wimt about meking cemp
for tho nighte At deri and sbout the uswal timo for tho survey
perty to came in he hed suppor readyl but they &id not ehow upe
The nizht pesosd end morning came, end ghlll they did not comoe
A% daylight the puerd sterted out to nnt for theme Ho looated
thez ower & ridge ebout & nile away from his cap in a place which
was en exact duplicato of the pleoce he had comped for the nighte
Then ho camo up to the much diszmmtled party, the firet
word cao £rom the Chiefs “ihore in bell mme you et last night?®
*In & place that loocks just 1ike this,” roplied the gunrds
*rhat will wo name this plaoce?” asiod one of the surveyorse
91037 GUARD" peld the Chief without sny hesitations So the
neme was written in on the £ield mep end 10ST GUARD &t ig todsye

Le We DONRELLY
Distriot Ranger
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OLD CAEP WATSCH

Just north of the Ochooo Neticnal Forest where the “murmuring
pines” meet the grusslands of MHountein Cresk lies the site of 014
Cemp Watson, an early Army post reminiscent of the Indian warfare of
the 60%s end the 60%« 0Ous of seversl Army vamps in Central Oregon
at that perioed, it is now fdentified only by the seven headstoves
recently erected to the scldier dead who are buried there and by & few
rapidly disappearing treces of its serlior oscoupancys As recalled by thoss
who were there et the time of its use oF who came there shortly after
1t was abandonod o8 en Army cavp, there was never nuch of e developmente
A log stookpde about 15 feet high was the mein defensive structure, and
this was reportedly more often used to corraull the cattle mnd horees
to provent thez from being stazpeded by marsuding Indiens than as a
retrest for huma- safezunrdse A large readow noar the stooclkade wns
used as & parade ground with the tents of the cavelry ocutfit on the
ecast side end the infentry on the wests Sauwe of the offiocers are
reportod to have lived in la;; houses soversl milos removed from the
camp at a place where the Truchot Ranch house now etandse AT the time
thoy moved to thoir presont home, lrse Truchot recalls, a pert of en
old blasksnith shop that was located near the officers' guarters still
rezaineds Other teports give the officerst® guarters as just south of
the perede grounds, (1) together with the infirmary, whils a hotel stood
to tho north, mear the old stage road, and wes also the stage station.

(1) L~Uses~Camp Watson file, Ochoso HeFe = letter from Ralph Elder,
liarch 6, 1928.
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tm.muumwuatmummhd.mmncr
the early Army cmmpewwith ono exseptione As the yoars drew on, A
mwmmmmmmmammm later mn
offioer whoge horss Faa into a troe was buried nearbye Soveral
wl&mmhdmmnnmmdhﬂwmrorm. of
the o1 camp, thess graves, together with the graves of several local
muem.mnzmmtommarmwmm

Of tha facts concerning the oocupanay of this cemp theve are
meny oonflicting storiese The prepoadersnce of evidmwos {2), howmver,
»mtooombom‘beﬁnpedeﬁofw%tolsmutlwtm'biwew@
mumﬁbyﬂwsolﬂmmaabyitmupMWMua
and rincrs in this part of Centrel Oregone 1isutonant Stephen FWatson,
fwwhmmmmhhrmo&mpmmmym&bymm
murmxmmupdmmm.mammmwmcm
Maury—et & plase lster called Watecn Springse The date of his Geath
15 given as Moy 18, 1568, Eis body, with those of two scldiers killed
4n the eems battle, were returned to Cexp Fataon and buried thores
mmwmumumwtuum-maumm
of his bodye It 35 satd that it wes loter moved to Vencouvers Others
report 1ts removal to The Dalles, to Arlington, Oregon, end to
Arlington Batimal Cemsterye Still othere dlsagreo--saying theb 1t
mm;armundfmcwﬁatam

Mre Ms Ae Inoas (3) who served st Canp Vatscn from 1836 %o 1867,

(2) Sec article in Dgnd Bulletin, Bend, Oregon, Juno B7, 153E«cepy
shtasireds

(3) L-Uscs, Caxp Waboon--Ochooo HeFe Fila, letter of Ralph Elder,
larch 6, 1925




Wtuttmmorsum-ommwmnmm
removede To him we are indebied for much of the pioture of Cemp
Vatson as it was whan oosupled by United States scldiers. Before
his deeth in 1835 we wers sble to secure froc hin many sidelights
on the serly history of this localitys Prom his report it Sg evident
that mch of the old military road, whioh existe in freguent todsy,
fron the vioinity of Caap Vietson to Little Sumit Prairie, wes oone
structed $a the poriod 1837 to 1868 es o means of tyensporting the
equipment needed in moving from Cemp Watscn to Camp Harnoye It is
pnhbleﬂatpuﬁdtw.utmmtmﬁimmmmw
the tizber at Sountain Crool to the summit of the mounteins, wes
Mltwuorwmmw.mhm_m‘bmdMﬁmﬂwmm
elong the summit ow known as Haypross (fram the location of the olé
press or baler) Headows, availsble to tho cavalry stock at Camp Vatsons
¥ith the doparture of the soldliers in 1869 or thereabouts, the
613 loz tuildings end the stockude wore used by settlers for seew
tine=-later being torn dom end used for woode Phrough various
processes of honseteading end transfer of cwnorship, the lands @
which the old cemp were situated are now divided=sbeing pertly in
the cwmership of the Leughlin Estate end partly osmed by FeCe Truchot,
both of Lountain Croek east of Iitohelle Both parties havo been very
helpful in ettenpting to record and preserve the eerly history of this
placee Elsouhere may be found the date that is known end recordods(4)
To Mrse De He Putwem, formerly of FPrinevillo, goes mach of the orodit

{4) Bource data knowns
2e L-lUses, Cemp Viatson File, Oghooo Haticaal Forest
b, Bend Bulletin, Bend, Oregon, June 27, 1832 « June 8, 1932,
ce Files of Centrsl Cregenien, Prineville, Crezom
d. Bancroft's “"Oregon® Volume 11
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for an unflagging interest in bringing to light and preserving
the facls concerning Cemp Watsons The Oohoco National Ferest

mwmmmmmm.mwmnmh
signs, help to record the known history of a romantic and colerful

ora in the story of Central Oregone

He Jo Penick
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Uces Box BT

Ochoeo April 18, 1937
Coap hatson

Ln‘q ¥renk Folsan:
Prineville, Orzgon
Dear Girs

Leforence ie oade to your letter and inguiries about Carp
Teteon snéd the old military roni,

Tve Oreron Jilstoriesl Society st tiales, Orogon, hed zll tha
dzts, bat I understend thet & lot of records were destroyed when the
ctets liouce wes de troyed by fire two yesrs ero. If J« Heilson Jurry
of tue Trail Seckers Society, Daxry Crast, rFortland, Oregon 1s &till
1ivisg, he o=n rive you the informztion, or you eculd write to The
16 Depertzent Buresu of Inforcation, Weszington, Ds Cs lowsver, I
em oulvy to0 rl=d to mecist you in sny way that I cen, I am handicapped
by not hoving oy books End deta with me, howsver, I will tell you eld
I can ebout old Cerm ‘.atson,

It was nsicblished in 1854 as @ pormanent camp, and the fort wes
erected and ths stockude built for the purpose of protecting the settlers,
end the m=i) end freichters from Conyon City to The Dalles, Oregon, from
the suranding bznds ofs Indiens under old Guief Peullins, &n old renerade
chiof. Tip forccs were rede up of renezsdes &nd villeinous Indians of
tue A¢Pfers-t tribos, I oould tsll you much ebout tiem, tut st this
tire I w11l confine =y inforraticn to Camp latson.and the old military
roeds

originslly two cousanies of First Crepon Volunteers were stationed
et Cenp Houry, just off Crooked River, a to porery cemp rnde or estab-
1i8hod by iajor Stein in 1860<1881, when he rade his exploring expedl-
tion throuch Ceatral Orecom. It was from this outaeot 4het 2nd lieutene
ent Stoven . Leotson and pix of Lis soldiers, all privates, ware killed
neer lutson Spriag. The new outpost wos ostubdlished &nd built in 1864,
beceuse 1t was & nore suitebls clte for the protection of sattlers, the
T.Js ueil, and the freighters houling froo Ganyon ¢ity to The Dnlles,
Orecon, Tuis fort and eite was pemed Canp Tatson in honor of 2nd liou-




tonant Stewen B, Latsop, waose Lody with his six fellow soldierz, wes
£irst buried just seventyefour years ugo todsy, 4April 18, 1853,

e old pilitary rosd wes built {a the springs and summer of
1864 from liaury north past Wetson Spring om passed tolf Creek, IFither
Oeorge Lilgy or John %, RMster, ey half-brother seven yecrs older than
1, can tell you or show you the exanet location of the 012 zilitary road,

Carp hetson was occuplod from 16864 &1l the time, more or less,
until efter the Bannock Indian war im 1378, It wes finally sbandoned
ia 1880 or 1821, I heve forpotten ulilch, The bodiss of 2ud Lieutensnt
Staven B. latson énd the alx soldiers were roved to the pressnt site of
Cazp Vatson in 1805, Thoe purpose of tie ro-d in qusstion w s to enable
the removol cf camp equipmant end to bury the soldiers in the poramnent
gamstorye LrSe Ze R Loughlin, whoae matden nane was Barnhouse, and
whore home i8 e Tew niles from olé Omop Vetson, haes lived ig that vicinlty
elnce & culld, end I rn surs shs ecould help jou,

Yoz, i, Folsan, whet I wss renlly intaresied in was the paning
of the 014 InZien Trafl, the portica thrt orosses Surindt Frairie and
ptased the rzanch of my father, the lets T. J. Powsll, now owned by 1y
youn;est brother, Fr:d A. fowell, Tuis old treil, ne ons knows how nld,
cen be troced from the ocean aoross the fascnde lountains by [it. Jefferw
sont, oa up the Ochose throurh Oro-on, Nevsda, Uteh, irizone, Texns, Cld
Lexico to the Gulf of Lsxico.

Yow 1 sucrented to the Forest Dopartoant that ths portion of this
o0l4d trajl tiat erosses Sumcsit Prajrie on the zmountaing near Carp liatson
be nensd The Stock Unitley Treil in honor of the velliant Indien who
lost Lis 1ifae in & wvain endsevor to save the lives of 2nd lisutesant
Stevea B, etson and the six breve goldiers vho were killed in action.
Calef ‘Stock :2itley died of the wouldds he received, end no ene kaows
vhere he w8 buried. e lies in an unknown, forgotten greve, while old
rauline, ths marderin- outlsw, hes a tows, a vasiley, & luke, & mountein,
and even an attept to nane a railroad statfon for him, The station i
penine, S0 I fecl thet the portion of the old Yodimn trail I mention be
nzst The Stock 'lhitley Trell, eand where it crossed the “orest trails,
1t could be marked obaciete so that it woull not interfers with other trails,

Tow in eonclueion, you may use this letter in any way 1t will e
of oscistonce 4o you, and if I cen bs of help in any way, let me know
88 I &m always reedy to do whet 1 ean to preserve the historlo apois,

1 ¢trust I have piven data thot will help, end eny tize, if you
vill write me, I will do ell I can,

Yery sincsroly,

Erse Do He Putman




SOWING THE SEED
- By: Grover C. Blake (I‘lS'?)

EXCUSES :

First, Les Colvill says to me, "Why don't you write a story of your Forest
Service experience similar to the one submitted by Rudy Fromme?". Then,
one day Frank Flack drops-in at my home in Roseburg and makes a similar
suggestion, with emphasis, Well, I waited a few days and I saw Rudy's
story for the first time, I read it with deep interest and 1 said to
myself, "It's all off. I can't come up with anything to compare with that
masterpiece. Nobody cares what happened to me anyway 'away back when',

I do not have sufficient command of the English language to compose any-
thing readable, so 1'll not make the attempt', Then, too, I read the -
following in a recent issue of the N. W. Forest Service News and I quote,

"IT THEREFORE COMES TO PASS THAT EVERYONE IS FOND OF RELATING HIS
OWN EXPLOITS AND DISPLAYING THE STRENGTH BOTH OF HIS BODY AND OF

HIS MIND, AND THAT MEN ARE ON THIS ACCOUNT A NUISANCE ONE TO THE

OTHER."

So, I realized that if I should write my story I would most likely be

a nuisance to others and, since such an epistle would, in all probability,
be read only by me, why should I make a nuisance of myself. Well, a few
days ago 1 got to thinking about the matter again and I told myself,
"Frank and Les are such good fellows that I could not turn them down
completely and feel right about it even though my offering proves a
disappointment.” So here goes, but remember that Frank and Les asked
for it, so don't blame me, ‘

I MAKE A START:

They tell me that you should begin at the beginning when you tell a story
so I will do just that. I was born in February, 1884 in a log cabin in
Harrison County, West Virginia.- the first child born to my parents. In
the fall of that same year, when I was 9 months old and having & yen for
sdventure, 1 agreed to accompany my father and mother to the 'far West".
After a two-year stopover in eastern Kansas, my father took up a pre--
emption near the Republican River in Colorado. It was 90 miles to the
nearest Post Office and railroad point at Hagler, Nebraska. People had
not yet learned that farming the Colorado plains was no shortcut to wealth,
but there was little else round about to provide a living. Father built
our first sod house and we moved in.

He started plowing up the buffalo grass sod for himself and other settlers,
and some crops were planted. He also hauled buffalo bones to Hagler. The
plains were dotted with bleaching skeletons of the vast buffalo herds so
recently destroyed by hide hunters and a few men were engaged in hauling
the bones to railroad points where they were shipped east by rail and
used, I understand, in the manufacture of fertilizer. (Read "The Buffalo
Hunteérs" by Mari Sandoz). The horns had value, too. They were very black
and a choice pair would sell for as much as $2.50.




Not long after we had settled on the pre-emption, the Rock Island Rail-
road was built through from Kansas City to Colorado Springs with small
towns springing up at regular intervals along the right of way. My
father took up a homsstead near oune.of these small towns and we moved
from the pre-emption 12 miles to the homestead where a new set of sod
buildings were erected.

SEEKING VOCATION:

It was on this homestead that my three sisters and I grew up. Somehow
ve survived the blizzards, droughts, winds, dust, hail storms, grass-
hopper plagues, crop failures and other adversities in what many years
later became known as '‘The Dust Bowl'.

We attended country schools and got what was equivalent to a highschool
education. Jobs were scarce and the pay was small. 'During my latter
teens I became concerned about what I was to make of myself. My father
had two brothers who were dentists and one who was a physician in the
East, I wrote to one of the dentists and sought his advice about learn-
ing dentistry. He advised against it. He said it would cost $1,500.00
and how would I get such a vast sum of money., I did not write the
physician because I knew that medical schooling would cost money; too.
So, I decided I must find a job - any kind of a job. Just about the
only.'dignified"” job to be had was teaching school.: I took the teachers'
examination and received a certificate., Shortly afterward I received a
letter from the country school superintendent stating that he had a.school
for me at $30.00 per month. I could probably get board and room for
$15.00 per month, I pondered the question. What was I to do? I would
have to supply myself with a new outfit of clothes, as teachers had to
dress well, I would be out of a job during school vacation. I sized

up the other teachers throughout the country and all were struggling for
a livelihood, with none getting over $45.,00 per month. I wrote the
auperintendenc and asked him to find someone else for his school. v,

I then went to Goodland, Kansas to work in the railroad shops. I was

now 19 years old. The wages were low but the job was steady, 10 hours
per day, and I could save a little money. After a few months, however, .
I reached the conclusion that I did not want to make railroading a careex,
I decided to make a trip to the Pacific Coast to see if any opportunities
were floating around out there., 1 could get no information about the
Northwest because our world had alwaya ended at the east foothills of the
Rocky Mountains.

In April, 1904, at the ripe old age‘of ZOfyears I Wwent West. As a stran-
ger in a strange land I had difficulty finding work. 1 had never seen

a tree larger than a wild plum but I took a job in a logging camp and
lasted three days. I got covered with lice-.and--s=fired!

After working in a nursery at Woodburn, Oregon for a month at 75¢ per
day, I decided to find a stock country and some wide open spaces, I
went by boat up the Columbia River to The Dalles, took a stage to Shaniko
where I got on a wagon with a wool hauler from Central Oregon and rode
over to Antelope. As I sat down on the porch of the hotel a man came
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over to me and asked if I wanted work, I did. He would pay me §1.50
per 10-hour day and free board to work gn the County road, I almost
hugged that man. I had never earned such wages: When the road job was
completed I hoved on into the John Day Valley for hay harvest where I
pitched hay for 100 days at $1.50 and $1.75 a day, with board.

That summer of 1904, which was my first in the State of Oregon, brought

me in contact with all the fresh fruit I.could eat for the first time in
my life. I had grovm up on the dry, wind-swept Colorado plains, & country
which had never produced fruit trees and 1 had never seen one other than a
couple of wild plums and & few choke~cherry.bushes, The fruit shipped in
from the East was far from adequate for our appetites. As a consequence,
1, like many others, had grown up starved for fruit.

As the summer advanced I saw an abundance of fruit ripening in orchards
everywhere and going to waste by the carload. 1 thought of how the people
of my homeland would appreciate the great surplus of these producing trees.
1 would walk out emong the peach trees at Burnt Ranch and marvel at the
great luscious Yellow Crawford peaches falling to the ground in all their
yellow ripeness, and I would eat until I could hold no more, rest awhile,
and eat again. I tried to eat all those tons of peaches, and I'm still
eating peaches and haven't had enough yet.

RANCHING: -

In the late fall jobs ranm out and I had nothing to do, 1 took a contract
cutting wood but barely made expenses through the vinter. Early in the.
spring of 1905 the stock men began looking around for help and soon every-
body had: jobs. I worked on a sheep ranch irrigating and hauling off rock
from the meadows. Then I went to the mountains with a band of sheep.
During the next three years I worked on several cattle and sheep ranches,
riding, packing for sheep camps, and other jobs, As 1 grew older and ’
more experienced, my services became more and more in demand.

During this pericd the range wars were making the head lines all over the
West. The cattlemen were warring with the sheepmen and the sheepmen were
fighting the cattlemen and with other sheepmen. A large number of sheep-
were shot and several men were killed. Sheep herders were killed By
employers of rival sheep owners, I could use up a lot of space writipg
about range wars but 1 had better adhere to my own experiences., The
range wars ended abruptly with the creation of the forest reserves thus
putting most of the summer and some winter tanges under the administration
of the Federal Government. . " Lk :

THE FOREST RESERVES:

On April 1, 1906 the Western Division of the Blue Mountains came undexthe
administration of the United States Forest Service. Mr. A. 8: Ireland was
placed in charge as Forest Supervisor of this enormous territory and a

vast responsibility was placed upon his shoulders. He faced a population
which was almost solidly antagonistic to the new setup. He had the res-
ponsibility of regulating grazing, educating the public to the new scheme
of things, and enforcing the regulations handed down by the Secretary of
Agriculture. -
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All stock which had been previously grazed on the reserves were permitted
that year upon payment of the grazing fees, but cattle were not admitted
to the range until June lst and sheep not until June 15th. However, Mr.
Ireland did not have the men nor the means to enforce this ruling. He
was allowed 3 yearlong men and 4 men for a six-month period and his
territory covered approximately three of the present national forests.
His helpers in 1906 were selected from the rank and file of local resi-
dents, usually upon the recommendation of influential citizens.

The feeling was general among the stockmen that the Government was depriv-
ing them of their established rights and unjustly charging them for some-
thing that was already theirs. They could not foresee any advantage to
themselves in the sudden upset in their usual way of operating and seemed
to feel that the new order was solely for the purpose of deriving revenue,
1 heard much comment, mostly adverse, about the Forest Reserves and the
coming grazing regulations. Personally I was happy about it, for I could
see that something had to be done or the summer ranges were doomed, due
to over-grazing. At this time 1 was assisting with the handling of 6,000
sheep for George Trosper 6f Antone, Oregon, and was camped on the south
slopes of Bald Mountain (now Spanish Peak, Ochoco National Forest).

On July 23, 1906 James D. (Bert) Fine, a newly appointed Forest Guard, came
to my camp where he made his headquarters for some three weeks. He had

a "Use Book" and we studied it together. The Consévation program, ae
1aid down by Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot made sense to me and
I became completely sold on Forest Service policies, Just a year later,
July 23-24, 1907, I took the Civil Service examination for Forest Ranger.

- shortly thereafter 1 was offered temporary appointments on a number of

national forests in Oregon and Washington. I declined these offers as

1 expected to hear from Supervisor Ireland on the old Deschutes where I
hoped to obtain employment. The low salary offered and the short term
of employment promised did not seem to justify going to a distant forest.
Nearly a year later I learned that Supervisor Ireland had written two X
letters to me offering me an appointment but neither of these letters
ever reached me, They were no doubt intercepted by someone. A year
passed and I was dropped from the eligible 1ist and I gave up the idea
of entering the Foreat Service, although the work still appealed to me,

MY FOREST SERVICE CAREER BEGINS

In the £all of 1908 I was surprised to receive a letter from the Civil
Service Commission asking if I would consider an appointment if replaced
on the eligible list. I replied that 1 would be ready to accept an
appointment by May 1, 1909, I realized that I would be entering the
Service at a salary which was less than the wages I was receiving but I
was fascinated with the type of work the Forest Service offered. May 4,
1909, I reported to Supervisor Ireland at Prineville with a saddle horse
and a pack horse, all equipped and ready to work as a Forest Guard at

$9¢0.00 per year.

In years to come I worked harder and put in longer hours than I had ever
done before, but my interests were all in my work and I enjoyed it more
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than anything I hed ever done. The work brought me into fellowship with
the finest group of young men I had ever known and I never regretted the

move.

On Msy 6, 1909, Forest Guard Douglas C. Ingram and I vere sent to-Mill
Creek, northeast of Prineville, to survey and mark the forest boundary.
We made camp and hobbled our 4 horses. They all disappesred during the
night and strayed away, hobbles and all, and it took us two days to find
them. During the next several years hunting for straying saddle and pack
horses required a large percentage of our time. Eventually, we were
able to build enclosures here and there for holding horses, but before
this was accomplished, keeping our saddle and pack stock with us was

a major problem. "Doug" Ingram was born in Scotland and educated in
England and bad been in the States but a short time. He had had no
experience as a woodsman and our straying horses caused him much more
worry than they did me. :

We did boundary work until June 9th when we got orders to post the main
stock driveway used by stockmen entering the forest enroute to their
allotments. We succeeded in marking several miles of driveway before
June 15 when sheep were permitted to enter. We were then located at the
Trout Creek Counting Corral where we counted in scme 50,000 sheep during
the next two weeks.

On July 1, 1909 I was appointed Assistant Forest Ranger. About this same
time I met Ranger William J. Nichols for the first time. He had been
ranger on the Cascade Forest Reserve and was now meking exsmination of the
boundaries of the newly created Blue Mountain Forests with the idea of
recommending needed changes. He camped with us at Trout Creek and I

gave him what assistance I could in connection with my other work. ' QOur
work brought Ranger Nichols and I together many times in the future as
will be seen as we go along with the story. Years later he was placed

in charge of a district on the Mount Hood Forest where he was killed by

a rolling log.

At this time we had no dependable maps of forest lands and grazing allot-
ment boundaries. The maps we had did not agree with the geography of the
country so a lot of confusion resulted. However, we had authority to make
adjustments as we thought best. One of our major tasks for several years
was surveying and remapping our districts. :The sheep allotnient boundaries
were unmarked to begin with, causing a lot of innocent trepass and serv-
ing for an excuse for scme willful trespass.

BECOME. A DISTRICT RANGER:

Ingram and I were each assigned to districts with no definite boundaries,
and on July 15, 1909, I began to post and mark out the boundaries of sheep
allotments. This called for much surveying and, being & lone wolf-in e
large district, with some 15 sheep allotments and 4 cattle ranges, the
first year or two I could only hit the high spots where need was greatest.

Trespessing was common on the part of the cattle owners. Little or no
effort was made to hold the cattle and horses on the range allotted to
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them, Most of the cattlemen were not only antagonistic to Government
administration, but some of them were defiant. One large owner on the
Crooked River section had several hundred head of cattle on forest . ;
range and I could find up to 200 of his stock on sheep range any day.
Warning letters to him were ignored and he openly boasted that he would
continue to range his cattle where he had always ranged them and no one
was going to stop him from doing so. He did a lot of talking to his
associates and some of his threats eventually reached me. It was general-
ly understood that he had been an active member of sheep shooters and
would not yleld to anyone, not even the Federal Govermnment. His line of
thinking was no doubt similar to that of one Fred Light who carried his
case through the courts to the U, S. Supreme Court and lost all the way.
He made many threats and told people that my mysterious disappearance .
would surprise no one, that he intended to maintain his rights -and "had
money to fight the Government”. . y I

I had three trespass cases pending against him before final action was
taken on any. The wheels of Jjustice ground slowly in those days and a8
lot of trespassing could be accomplished before a case cculd be brought
to court. When he was eventuslly summoned to defend himself in the Fed-
eral Court in Portland he yielded without a fight and paid the damages
in"full, both actual and punitive.

‘Among sheep men, some herders took pride in committing trespass or steal-

ing grass from someone else. They felt that they were dcing their em-
ployer a favor if they succeeded in grazing some range that was "over the
line". Sometimes they were successful, but often succeeded in getting
their employer into trouble, Then again range employees were constantly
making reports to the ranger on trespass on the part of someone else.
Upon investigation these reports often proved to be exaggerated or un-
founded.

We were indeed grateful for the majority of forest users who made every

“effort to comply with Forest Service regulations. In those days there .
-were no established headquarters for the ranger and no Government tele-
phone ‘lines in the Blue Mountain area and farmers' lines were few and
"‘undependsble. The Supervisor had no way of quick commnication with the
‘ranger and seldom knew his whereabouts. There were ho detailed or written

work plans so the job done’ wag the one which seemed most important from
day to day.

The ranger's headquarters were vwhere his pack horse happened to be. I

+~ had a homestead near my district which served as & sort of headquarters
and where I kept a change of horses, I would take uwo horses into the .
‘field and by the end of a couple of weeks or so they would be so ridden

down dnd fagged out that I would take them to the homestead, turn them

 “out to: ‘pasture, and start out with two fresh ones. This would give sore

backs a chance to heal also. Reports were usually made in the field .
with pencil. ;

MY FIRST TIMBER SALE

My first timber.sale was made to the Pioneer Telegreph and Telephone
Company for telephone poles on August 30, 1909.. My first fire occurred

-




on August 31, 1909, It was on a sheep range and when I reached it I
found two sheep men carrying water from a creek about one-fourth mile
away in camp kettles in an effort to extinguish it. They had been doing
this for a full day and had accomplished little. So far as these men
knew there was no way to fight fire but by use of water, When we
trenched around it and mopped it up in a couple of hours by using shovels,
they were somewhat amazed,

Since no definite division lines had been established between ranger
districts, I met in the field with Assistant Forest Rangers W. A, Donnelly,
Dennis Mathews, J. C. Gilchrist, and D. C. Ingram on October 11, 1909, and
we agreed amongst ourselves on a division of the range for our annual
grazing reports, Using the knowledge we had gained during the past

season, we worked up plans for the 1910 allotments to affort a more equit-
able use of the range, using natural boundaries where possible in pre-
ference to section lines, and using carrying capacity basis rather than

an acreage basis in allotting the range.

On September 13, 1909, I made examination of my first so-called "June 1lth
Claim" which was land applied for under the Forest Homestead Act of June
11, 1906, After the close of the grazing season we devoted as much time
as possible to Claims work, Many homesteads had been filed upon prior
to the creation of the Forest Reserves and, while most of them were
invalid, they were still on record as valid in the Land Office, We were
required to make a detailed report on each claim with a view of having
all entries cancelled where there was no evidence of good faith in living
up to the homestead laws, Ranger W, J. Nichols again appeared on the
scene to assist with this work, It was also a part of our job to survey
suitable sites for administrative use so they could be withdrawn through
the General Land Office for future ranger stations,

Late in September 1909 I was raquired' to spend some ten days in piloting
the men in charge of 17,000 sheep belonging to the MacIntosh Livestock

Company and I, M, Mills, diagonally across the forest, It was my job to
keep them moving and on the driveway,

We were now confronted with the problem of cutting and hauling our winter
wood, hauling hay for horses, and making frequent trips for mail and
supplies, In my case it meant 30 miles round trip to Mitchell and backe

The Supervisor and field men were constantly besieged by stockmen with
grievances, Trips to issue free use permits and mark timber were fre-
quently required, If I wished to communicate with the Supervisor by
telephone it was necessary to cross the Blue Mountain about 20 miles

to Ochoco Ranger Station, This could seldom be accomplished in winter
by horseback due to deep snow, SO T used skis. The mail between Prine-
ville and Mitchell was carried about 130 miles by horse stage around by
Shaniko while the distance by road between the two post offices was

60 miles, f

A well-remembered ranger meeting was held at Mt, Vernon Hot Springs near
John Day, It was Thanksgiving week in 1909, More time was devoted to
travel than to attendance, Those were the horse and buggy days, you know,
and I traveled by horseback as did many others, It required 3 days,
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November 19, 20, and 21, for me to reach Mt, Vernon from my head-
quarters west of Mitchell and, after the meeting, another 3 days
wvere required for the return trip. The personnel of all eastern
Oregon forests were in attendance at this meeting. Messrs. C. S.
Judd, C. H. Flory, T. P. McKenzie and W, F, Staley were there from
the District Office in Portland. Also Supervisors Henry Ireland
of the Whitman National Forest, Cy J. Bingham of the Malheur, Thos.
E. Chidsey of the Umatilla and A. S. Ireland of the Deschutes, plus
38 guards and rangers.

The Forest Service Program was laid down in detail at this meeting.

R e, Dol
y , N SR

GROVER BLAKE, ASS'T. FOREST RANGER - 1909

INSECT CONTROL:

On January 1, 1910 my salary was raised from $900.00 to $1,100.00 per
annum. On February 3, 1910 Ranger W. J. Nichols arrived at my home-
stead and informed me that he, Rangers W. A. Donnelly, C. S.
Congleton and I were to go to the head of Badger Creek, near the
sumnit of the Blue Mountains, on the Mitchell-Big Summit Road, at
about 5,000 feet elevation and do insect-control work on an in-
fested area of lodgepole pine. After I engaged a settler to stay

at my homestead and care for my horses, Ranger Nichols and 1

went to Mitchell where we met Congleton and Donnelly, We en-

gaged a livery team and driver to deliver our supplies and camp
outfit. ' :

On the morning of February 5 the livery rig loaded up and started
out, but stalled in the deep snow and was forced to turn back.

We then equipped a bob-sled with four heavy horses to break
through and, finally, reached our dest*nation and made camp in

an old rough lumber cabin which had begn a homesteader's
residence. ’
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This cabin did a very good job of keeping out the snow but none of the
cold as it was thoroughly ventilated with cracks between the boards.

It was by far the coldest cabin I was ever in, Thesnow was four or five
feet deep, but we would beat out a trail from tree to tree, fall the
trees, dig them out of the deep snow, buck them up and pile and burn
them. It was bitter cold and each night the water would freeze solid
in the pail. The ancient range stove smoked constantly and kept the
cabin filled with smoke when in use., It was hard to imagine a more un-
comfortable situation. But I never heard a word of compitaint from ahy-
one throughout the assignment and jokes about our plight were a common
diversion. We battled avay at the. job until February 17th. without
accomplishing very much, although we put forth every effort to make a
showing. One of the boys'went out at this time and reported conditions
to Supervisor Ireland, who called the job, off until weather conditions
and the snow situation improved. ‘ '

We returnéd to our respective headquarters and I devoted the next month
assisting stock men with applications for grazing permits, attending. to
free use business, and marking boundary at the lower elevations. On

March 21st I returned to the insect control job with Ranger Donnelly and
on March 25th Rangers Congleton and J. C. Gilchrist arrived. Ranger
Nichols was assigned to another job. We continued our work of cutting

and burning bug-killed lodgepole pine trees., Winter conditions still pre-
vailed at this high elevation but we worked until April 7th when Gilchrist
returned from a trip to the outside with orders from the Supervisor to dis-
continue the work, and so ended the "insect control project'. Incidentally,
we tackled this job without any previous training or any information on
the subject of imsect control and had only a vague idea of what should
be done. Later we were to learn that all the trees we had felled and
burned had been killed the previous year, had been abandoned by the
beetles and were no longer infected. It will be remembered that we had
no expense accounts in those days so the venture for us was a financial
problem of a personal nature. i

Early spring of 1910 I bought a second-hand typewriter in order to make
my official letters and reports more legible. I proceeded to learn the
"hunt and peck" system of typing. Some years later the Government fur-
nished me with a No. 3 Oliver and I traded mine for a scrawny yearling
heifer which promised to become a cow in a year or two.

May 1, 1910 found me in the field examining privately-owned lands within
the national forest which had been released to the Government under Regu-
lation G5 for grazing purposes. I made estimates on the carrying capacity
of these lands aud reported to. the Supervisor. After completing this job,
I again took up the claims work-which had to be postponed in the fall of
1909 when snow conditions made access and examination impossible.

During the season of 1910 renewed efforts were made to get the cattle
owners to make reasonable efforts to keep their stock on the allotted
range, Salting plans were made and were half-heartedly put into effect
by some permittees, In a few instances, line riders were employed but
little success was attained until the cattle owmers were- organized imto
associations and drift fences constructed. It was several years before
this was accoumplished, however.
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All permittees were furnished with blueprints and written descrip-
tions of their allotments so their employees could locate their own
allotment boundaries and get along until the ranger could reach them.
If they ran into difficulties they could notify the ranger and get
help. Constant cattle trespass called for meny written notices to
owners promising legel action, and trespass reports to the Supervisor's
office. On July 1, 1910 I was given a short-term guard to help with
the administration of my vast territory. He was Henry Zevely.

Fire control in-1910 was "ha.ndled differehtly than it is now. There
were no lookouts and fire detection was carried on in connection with

. other work. The general public was asked by posted notices eand ad-
.vertising to report all fires to the forest ranger but they seldom

knéw vhere to find him. However, we were able, scmehow, to reach
most fires with very little delay. During critical periods I made
frequent trips to points of observation.

The only trail in my district in 1910, other than game trails and a few
Indian end trappers' trails, was one ¢onstructed in 1908 by the Forest
Service along the summit of the Blue Mountains and called Summit Trail.

Summit Trail passed through several ranger districts and maintenance

was performed by the ranger force.” Rangers C. C. Hon and W. A,
Donnelly, Forest Guard Zevely and I got together on August 4, 1910

to do the necessary maintenance work through our respective districts,
The first night we camped under the north rim of Mt. Pisgah vwhere a
emall meadow provided horse feed, Shortly after meking camp I killed

a deer and Hon and I dressed it and hung the meat in a tree, taking

vhat we could carry in the dsrkness to our camp, Early the following
morning the four of us met at the spot to carry the rest of the meat
in. Hon and Donnelly were the first to arrive and, while waiting for

_Zevely and me, a very huge bald-faced grizzly bear reared up on &
. nearby log to sniff the scent coming from the venison. They were '

afraid to shoot as their guns were light and they had only 3 cartridges
so decided to wait for Zevely and me. They thought the bear had laid

_ down behind the log but when we arrived the bear had departed. Ranger

Hon described the bear as much larger than:the  common black bear and
as having a head and neck of snow white. His huge track was frequently
seen after that but to the best of my knowledge he never again revealed

_himself to human eye.

A WINTER CRUISING JOB:

" After the close of the grazing season the job of getting in wood and

hay for winter use, etc., kept me quite busy for & time. On the
morning of January 28, 1911 I left my hamestead by horseback and rode
to Prineville. The following day I left Prineville by horse stage with
Forest Assistant R. R. Chaffee for lapine, Oregon in the upper Deschutes
country to cruise timber and to work on timber sales and special uses.

We réached lapine at midnight after a bitter cold ride from Bend, We
were wrapped in blankets in addition to our heavy clothing but still

suffered from the cold. I could not help feeling sorry for the stage
driver. I still don't know how he kept his hands from freezing while
bandling the lines which controlled the four horses.. . S
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On January 31lst we went out a few miles from Lapine to Long Prairie
Ranger Station where Ranger Hubert E. Derrick was in charge. Here, once
again, I came in contact with "Nick' (Ranger W. J. Nichols). Nichols,
Chaffee and I constituted the crew which undertook the work at hand.

In the Lapine area, a Carey Act project, known as the Walker Basin Ditch

Segregregation, was being promoted by a certain J. E. Morson. The soil
was of pumice and the elevation too high for successful agriculture. Yet
Morson had succeeded in convincing a considerable number of people: from
Eastern States that this was the land of opportunity. By paying Morson a
certain sum per acre these people could acquire this land in 40-acre
tracts. A number of these prospective settlers were alreddy busy clearing
the land which was, for the most part, covered with lodgepole pine. Morson
had also applied for a timber sale, sawmill site and ditch right of way.
Besides submitting reports on these applications we were to cover all the
land involved in the Ditch Segregation and cruise the timber in order that
the Forest Service might have a record of.the amount of timber on each
40-acrea'as a basis for trespass action against those cutting timber in
clearing activities in case the Carey Act project defaulted and the-land
was reclaimed by the Government., Most folks expected this to happen and
so it did in due time., The land was eliminated from the national forest
before trespass action became necessary.

The snow averaged about 4 feet in depth and the thermometer ranged at times
from zero to 18°below, We had about 30,000 acres to cover and we were
anxious to get through as quickly as possible., We usually travelled all
the daylight hours on foot following compass lines. Almost at the start

1 sprained my left knee and it swelled until I could not bend it but I

kept going every day by using skis. Ranger Nichols froze his feet om
February 25th and was not,able to work for about 3 weeks. Ranger Derrick
worked in his place.

Road travel was limited to sleighs and sleds and the mail was carried over
this part of the Shaniko-Lakeview route by bob sled. It would take a lot
of paper to describe our experiences and hardships while performing this
work. We continued the work without a break until March 25th when a wire
from Supervisor Ireland called us home.

1 almost cried for joy when the stage reached a certain point of observa-
tion southwest of Prineville and the familiar face of old Lookout Mountain
loomed up in the distance. Since our experic¢nce during those first three
months of 1911, I have felt a close kinship with those hardy souls who
follow the trap lines beyond the Arctic Circle. ST

In the spring of 1911 the Ochoco Ranger Statxon was under development and
was the headquarters of Ranger C. C. Hon. I was assigned to assist him in
some experiemental planting of hardwood trees in addition to routine work
with grazing plans and free use, etc, On April 30th I began & 5-day trip
over the district to make a study of early grazing conditions. It was a2
very hard trip on the horses due to soft ground and considerable snow.
Naturally, horse feed was quite scarce,

On April 30, 1911 Forest Supervisor A. S. Ireland resigred and the vacancy
was filled by Mr. Homer Ross. By this time the comstruction of a few
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buildings, trails, and telephone lines had gotten under way. The pion-
eer stage was passing and all lines of activity, including grazing, had
settled down to a smoothly running, permanent basis. Supervisor Ross
took charge of a well-organized forest with most of the kinks and tangles
ironed out.

By the end of the 1911 season allotment lines were so definitely estab-
lished and the men in charge of the stock were so familiar with them,
that 1 was able to devote more time to building horse pastures and trails,
Oh, how we did need pastures!

Most of the forest users had become reconciled to Government administra-
tion, and grazing men were beginning to realize that they were being
materially benefited, rather than damaged, by the regulations of the
Forest Service., As a result, a greater spirit of cooperation on the *
part of the public was to be noted, and the supervisor and rangers were
beginning to have friends.

On June 30, 1911 there was a readjustment of the natiomal forests. Our
part of the Blue Mountains was cut off from the Deschutes and formed into
a new forest called the Ochoco. On August 20, 1911 Supervisor Ross came
out into the field in an automobile, a Buick, and this was the first time
I had seen a forest officer traveling in 8 horseless carriage. Very few
automobiles were to be fouud in our part of the country and very few
roads permitted their operation.

On July 1, 1911 I was again at the Trout Creek entrance counting sheep
into the forest. 1 counted in from 2 to 4 bands per day for 15 days and
then followed up by rushing from allotment to allotment assisting the
men in charge getting established and to get-their allotment boundaries
located, Forest Guard C. M. Irvine was assigned to assist me during the
1911 field season. It was this year that we bégan organizing the cattle
and horse permittees into stock associations and the first one for my
district was the White Butte Cattle and Horse Association, organized on
November 1lith. In this way we were able to deal with all the users of
one allotment as a unit through their advisory board, thus greatly simp-
lifying administration.

I BECOME A FAMILY MAN:

One of the neighborhood ranchers had a large family, mostly girls.

Since he did not need all of them he agreed to let me have one. She was
Bertha Specht, who became my wife on September 5, 1911. Forty-five years
have gone by at this writing and I still have the same wife. Five of
our six children grew to adulthood and now live in their 5 reapective
homes in different parts of the Northwest.

On March 6, 1913 the baby we had been expecting arrived. After a few
days I got my feet back on the ground and remembered that I had & ranger
district that needed some attention. We (or at least 1) had been rather
hoping for a boy but since we had a daughter we were entirely satisfied
and would not have considered trading her for the choice of all the

boys on the continent.




One of our three
daughters is now
the wife of Donald
E. Allen, District
Ranger on the
Fremont, one is the
wife of Lester P,
Murphy, automobile
dealer at Pasco,
Washington and the
other is the wife
of Roy J. Smith,
newspaper man of
Milwaukie, Oregon.
One son is with
the Shell 0il Co.
at Eugene and the
other son operates
a sand and gravel

H RSN

% : 4 plant in Oakland,
T 5 \ ? : :’.‘ \ T Oreg. At the
43 i'-_ e . " J’; ‘.‘ present time we
B3l B e oo aar  evw 2 have 10 grand-
Gaby Wz children but that
GROVER BLAKE AND-CHILD - 1923 total changes from

time to time so I
cannot guarantee that figure. The most severe blow of our career came
on October 9, 1917 when we lost our little 4% year old daughter from
cholera infantum,

I must now get back to 1912 and continue from where I left off. Late
in January, 1912 a rumor reached me that trappers at a certain place
in the high mountains were taking beaver and other fur-bearing animals
in violation of law and killing deer out of season. On February lst,
1 prepared for a several-day trip into the deep snows to investigate.
I found some abandoned camps but no sign of recent occupation. 1
found some persons who had heard that certain violations had occurred
but found no evidence of value so I added this trip to my 1list of
boners, of which I made many.

At this time, frequent trips to Prineville were necessary to confer
with the supervisor. Each trip required at least 5 days by saddle
horse. The travel time was two days each way and at least one day
would be required to take care of necessary business. The grazing
permittees were constantly seeking advice on how they might better
their situation concerning grazing privileges and non-permittees were
hungry for information as to how they too might become permittees on
our badly over-stocked ranges. The competition for grazing use was
very, very keen,

We rangers on the north side of the Ochoco Divide still supplied our
own headquarters and the rangers provided all transportation for equipmen£
topls, horse feed, etc., official and otherwise. For me, it meant pack-
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horse transportation exclusively until the spring of 1911 when 1 pur-
chased a heavy buggy and double harness. This proved to be a great com-
venience for light hauling and transportatiom where roads were avail-
able, and especially for ‘obtaining mail and supplies. The buggy also
served as a very happy diversion from the constant horseback travel,

At this time the mail problem was very acute., There was an increasing
demand for official correspondence and reports which had to be worked
up at headquarters and then the long trip to the post office at Mitchell
to get them into the mail. My headquarters was 15 miles from the post
office and goads were extremsly hsd at times. One creek was forded 17
times and when freezing weather pravailed the ice banked up along the
waters edge until the road could not be used for a time, I had no
telephone communication and urgent messages wete often relayed to me by
settlers as they traveled about, :

The numbers of permitted stock above the protective limit were being
reduced each year in order to brimg the numbers grazed down to the
estimated carrying capacity of the range. Some of the larger owners -
in my district were reduced, over a period of years, more than sixty
per cent. Deferred grazing was put into practice on some sections in
order to permit natural reseeding of the forage plants. I endeavored"
to visit the ranches of all the cattle owners at least once during the
winter months while the stock were on the feeding grounds, count the
stock when possible and discuss grazing problems with the owners and
assist with applications for permits. - After having many applications
returned to them by the supervisor for additional information, they ac-
quired the habit of getting assistance from the local forest officer in
preparing the applications. From early spring until opening of the :
grazing season I devoted as muych time as possible to maintenance of the
few trails then in existence and striving for horse pastures so urgently
needed. : ' 2

This year, 1912, I again had C. M. Irvine for an assistant. We were so
in need of a horse pasture at Carroll Camp on Mt. Pisgah that I removed
one of the four wires on the pasture fence at Trout Creek Ranger Stationm,
rolled it up and packed it on horses 30 miles to Carroll Camp. I then
packed wire from Derr Meadows, almost as far from the opposite direction
to complete a 3-wire fence around & small meadow.

Our horses still refused to accept, without protest, the feeding grounds

we selected for them and never failed to go looking for better feed be-
yond the hill, if not forced by fence or'picket rope to stay put. Hob-
bles to them were an inconvenience but not a serious handicap to travel.

On May 2nd I made a trip to Badger Creek Ranger Station to repair the
pasture fence which had been built by the ranger of the adjoining dis-
trict, My judgment was bad again, the entire fence was ‘still buried in
the snow. Sl ‘ -

From August 5th to August 24, 1912, inclusive, I spent with Deputy Super-
visor Allan H. Hodgson, in doing extensive range reconnaissance work for
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my district. We would work one area which could be reached from a cen-
tral camp then move camp to a convenient spot for another area until the
entire district was.covered., Mr. Hodgson brought with him a newly ap-
pointed forest guard to'serve as packer and cook. Pat was his name and
we soon learned that Pat knew nothing about eitber cooking or packing.

‘However, we gave him a break by letting him try. He was probably the

worst misfit either of us ever encountered and his presence with us caused
us many anxious moments. In one instance he put a pack:on a horse and
tied it down. Before the horse had moved out of his tfacks the pack
turned under the horses belly and caused him to stampede, scattering the
contents of the pack over several acres of ground! =~ =~ T T

Allan and I had our wives (at that time very young girls) along. Pat's -
blunders caused a number of trying experiences while we were in the field.
On.one occasion he came dashing into camp on one of the horses at full
gallop and ran over Mrs. Hodgson's pet dog and killed it. This caused
much weeping on the part of the ownmer. S

We relieved Pat of most-of the cooking duties but on one occasion he was
permitted to make biscuits, - He mistook air-slaked lime for baking powder
and the result canmnot be described--only imagined. On anotheér occasion
we had prepared dinner and had set the victuals on a cloth which had been
spread upon the ground,. As we began to gather around to partae of the
food, Pat headed for his place but got his feet tangled up and started
stumbling' and continued to stumble over our carefully placed pans and
kettles, upsetting the entire menu.

On’ August 14, 1912 Hodgson and I left our wives at my homestead which
still served as district headquarters and worked westerly about 1Z miles,
We planned to make camp at the forks of Bear Creek which was bur objective
for the day. We decided to pack up the horses and send Pat (although we
had never before trusted him alone) with the pack string over the easiest
route we could select which was a rcad traversing through the gettlements.
We were afraid to trust him alone on forest trails but felt reasomably .
certain that he could follow a road after we had given him specific in-
structions about the route, and told him how to recognize the camping
place and where to make camp., He should have arrived at the desigt‘,x}at:e‘d_
spot shortly afternoon. Hodgson and I worked along, mapping in the various
types of range lands and as we approached the Bear Creek forks darkness
was near and a storm was coming up rapidly, We hurried in order to get
to camp and the shelter of a tent ahead of the storm. When we arrived

at the camping place there was no aign of Pat, the camp, or the horses..
We spent some time riding up and down the two creek forks, calling loudly,
but soon became convinced that Pat hed never. reached the place. By this
time it was dark. Rain was coming down in torrents and lightning flashes
furnished the only light.: - : ’

I knew of a ranch some two miles away and along the road over which Pat
was supposed to travel, so we headed ¢<or that, drenched to the skin and
guided by lightning flashes. We knew the ranch would provide shelter
and food for us but our concern was for our outfit, as. we -oould imagine
all kinds. of possible disscteies which might haye bhefallen our packer and
pack string. Someone at the ranch remembered that he had seen some

- 15 -




strange horses on a hillside a mile or so beyond and not far from the
road, The horses answered the descriptions of our pack animals, Withe
out hesitating, we worked our way through the downpour and blackness

of the night %except for the help of the lightning) and found Pat and
the outfit on a dry hillside (dry as far as drinking water was concerned)
and within 200 yards of level ground and a nice stream of water, Just
why he decided to camp here instead of continuing on some three miles

or so to where he was supposed to go has never been explained,

Wet to the skin;, we made our bed and piled in, The thunder and lightning

-became so intense that we decided to move our bed from beneath the large,

lone pine tree on the hill to lower ground, Hodgson and I started to
carry our b'd down the hillside through the pouring rain, he at one end
and I at the other, It would have been a comical sight had we been
visible as we stumbled over the sagebrush down the hill, However, it
was far from amusing to us at the time and we were very unhappy over the
ordeal, but during the years to coms we enjoyed many a hearty laugh as
we recalled t ese events, We had only ourselves to blame for the most
part because we knew Pat's limitations and should never have sent him
out alone,

I will say this, as I look back to 1912, that Pat was always willing to
try to do what he was told, He was a good worker as long as someone was
near to tell him what to do and how to do it, No doubt he did the best
he knew how and the supervisor felt it would be best to keep him on the
payroll until the end of the season and do our best to find jobs for him
which he could handle,

Sometime later Pat was alone at Ochoco Ranger Station and was the nearest
Forest Service employee to a fire which was reported about 4 miles from
there, I got Pat on the phone and instructed him to go to the fire,s I
also started for the fire but had 15 miles farther to go, After travel=
ing the 15 miles; I found Pat still at Ochoco Ranger Station, I asked
him what the.trouble was and he replied that his horse was locked in the
pasture and he had lost his key, True, the gate was locked but the fence
was made of four barbed wires and could have been taken down anywhere,

or Pat could have walked to the fire,

Collecting range plant specimens for the forest herbarium was one of our
many activities during 1912 and for several years thersafter,

A farmers! telephone line of No, 1l wire had been extended southwesterly
toward the forest boundary from Mitchell and it was now possible for the
supervisor to call a ranch about two miles from my headquarters when he
wished to contact me by wire, A messenger would carry the message to
me or have me go to the phone, It was this year, 1912, that a make-
shift telephons line was built by private interests across the mountains
to connect the farmers' line on the Mitchell side with a similar line on
the Ochoco side, giving us direct commection with Prineville, On Oct.,
9, 1912, I made connection with this line and installed atelephone at
my headquarters. The farmers! lines were out of order a good share of
the time but it was better than what he had before, :

Supervisor Ross was tireless in his efforts to enlarge the building pro-
gram for the Ochoco and get as many of the badly needed pastures, cabins,
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and telephone lines under construction as quickly as possible. On Oct.
25, 1912, the first house in my district was started, a 3-room cabin at
Beaver Ranger Station, three miles from my homestead. If I remember
correctly, we had an authorization of $350.00. Supervisor Ross did a
lot of shopping around and got the necessary lumber and other mater-
ials on the ground and had enough money left to hire a carpenter for
ten days. In those days a carpenter worked 8 hours a day for $5.00.

At the end of ten days I took over and finished the building alone.
During the winter months of 1912 and 1913 I spent all the time possi-
ble working on the cabin, riding horseback the 3 miles from my home-
stead. I was anxious to get the house in shape to move into as soon

as the road became passable in the spring. During the winter I did.
maintenance work on the new telephone line across the mountain by

using skis.

BEAVER RANGER STATION - JUNE 1920

lBy t&e spring of 1913 I had acquired a heavy team gtd'wagon for haulipg.

I was over-anxious to get moved to my new headquartérs at Beaver Ranger
Statipn and, instead of waiting for the mud to dry up, I started on
April lst hauling hay, lumber, and other material gwer the steep,
muddy road. I felt that I must rush things in ordg; to get moved be«y
fore the beginning of the field season which would ‘soon be along.

On Apfil 26th I undoubtedly loaded too heavy for the condition of

the road and pulled the horses too hard and one of them, a valuable
anima% of 1,600 lbs., lay down and died after completing the trip.
felt needed a team for clearing and developing that station, so I
purchased another horse which turned out to be quite 1nferior to the
one I lost.

ASSISTING DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE:

It was during the spring of 1913 that the Departmen* of Justice called
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upon the Forest Service to examine certasin lands involved in a land
fraud case, the United States vs. Conway and Richet. Conway and Richet
operated under the neme of The Oregon Inland Development Compeny. These
lands were offered for sale by the defendants &s "orchard lands, ready
for the plow" as a part of the glowing description in the literature
sent through the mails to prospective purchasers.

I was called to exemine a section in the bluffs north of the John Day
River at Burnt Ranch. I made the 25-mile trip from Beaver Ranger Station
to Burnt Ranch on Mey 13, 1913. On the following day I employed the
owner of Burnt Ranch, E. M. Stevens, who knew-the location of one of

the section cornmers to assist me. We had to ride horseback 8 miles to
the Wagoner Ferry to cross the river, then back up the river 8 miles to
the land to be examined. After finding all four section corners we re-
turned to Burnt Ranch via Wagoner Ferry. No part of the land could be
cultivated. ILater on, I examined another section of land involved in

the same case., This section was located above timberline on Mt. Pisgah.

From November 20th to 28th I was at the trial in Federal Court in Port-
land to testify for the Govermnment. The parties were found guilty on

all five counts in the indiciment, including "using the mails to defraud".
U. S. District Attorney Clarence L. Reames prosecuted and U. S. Senator
Charles W. Fulton appeared for the defense with Judge R. S. Bean pre-
siding. later on another member of the firm, H. H. Ridell by name, was
tried and convicted. We again appeared as witnesses for the Government.

GOOD ROADS:

At this time, public spirited people were beginning to stir up enthusiesm
for good roads. Among the leaders in the campaign for roads was Super=-
visor Ross. He owned an automobile! However, there was plenty of opposi-
tion., Many people were afraid of high taxes if roads were built. Many
taxpayers said they had always gotten slong without roads and did all
right, so why not leave things as they were. However, taxpayers kept
buying Model T Fords and car owners soon became good road converts. Mr,
Ross was anxious to build a road from the south boundary of the forest

on Ochoco Creek to the north boundary on West Branch. He had some mcney
available from the fund known as "The 10-percent item", which was a portion
of the forest income set aside for roads and trails. He then endeavored
to get Crook and Wheeler Counties to each contribute an equal amount and
eventually succeeded. I was assigned the task of canvassing the settlers
and business men who would be directly benefited, for donations of cash,
labor and materials. I had very good success considering the widespread
opposition to the proposed roed program. By putting forth extreme

efforts we gradually got some so-called "good roads" but they would not
even be called roads, as we think of roads today.

County Engineer Henry Heidtmann was directed by the County Court to
survey and locate the Wheeler County section of our proposed nevw road.
I assisted him from May 2Tth to June 1lth, 1913, inclusive. From that
time on until July 1lst I worked from 12 to 16 hours per day, when not
engaged in other necessary  jobs, in developing the new ranger station,
building fences, digging & well, cleaning land, meking shakes, ete.
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1 was assisted part-time by two forest guards. In those days, I was young
and did not tire easily.

The remainder of the 1913 season was chiefly devoted to the usual grazing
work plus the construction of five miles of telephone line to comnect
Carroll Camp o Mt, Pisgah with our growing communications system.

Forest Guards Charles Harrison and C. M. Irvine assisted with the tele-
phone line job. It was while Harrison and Irvine were engaged on this
work that one of them killed a pack horse by mistaking him for a deer.
The horse had a pack on his back and was loose following the pack string
as they moved camp. One of the men went on a side trip hunting as the
other proceeded along the trail with the pack string. The loose pack
horse lagged behind to feast on a choice patch of grass. Then as he gallop-
ed aloug the trail to catch up, the hunter had a glimpse of him through
the trees and, thinking it was a deer, he fired and did not miss.

In October, 1913 I started a barn at Beaver Ranger Station and, & licttle
later, a cellar. I worked on them every spare moment until well into
the winter, even using my annual leave, The work on these buildings pro-
gressed slowly but I was able to get them far enocugh along so we could
make use of them during the winter. I then concentrated on cleaning up
around the buildings, piling and burning many old logs. I used my team
for this work. ‘ .

It was on April 14, 1914 that I experienced one of my many close calls,

1 was logging downhill with the team working at the station cleanup job

and had a rolling hitch on a large log. The chain was dragging across

an old log which had been down for many years and appeared to be well em-
bedded in the ground. Somehow, as the team pulled this log became dis-
lodged and started to roll ahead of the one to which the chain was attached.
It caught me and knocked me down and rolled upon my right leg. It would
have rolled over and crushed me except for a little pine tree about 3 inches
in diameter which stopped the log after being bent over to about 45 degrees.
My wife was in the house and heard me yelling and she brought a shoval and,
although I was in a lot of pain and becoming quite sick, I wes able to

dig my leg out, ’

In January, 1914 I was detailed to visit and interview a number of aged
Wheeler County pioneers and gather data for a history of the Ochoco National
Forest,

During the field season of 1914, we had a road crew working on construc-
tion of the new road across the Blue Mountains with funds obtained from
the Forest Service, local residents and tte Counties involved, Besides
regular administrative duties of the district, one of my jobs, with the
help of ome guard, was to supervise the road work to a certain extent,
purchase hay and supplies for the job and hire many of the men. All work
was done by horse teams and hand labor. I did as much of the haulifg: of
the supplies as possible in order to save on our limited funds.

The Wheeler County Court gave me a voucher book with authority to draw on
County funds ss I saw fit up to the =mount of their allotment for the job.




This was quite a convenience, as the County vouchers were cashable at
local banks and shops without delay, while it took considerable time .
for a Government payroll to go through the regular channels and put a
check in the hands of the claimant. However, this method of disburse-
ment created a problem for the District Fiscal Agency and the County
was required to turn their second appropriation over to the District
Fiscal Agent in advance and in a lump sum. The County Judge protested
but was overruled. The Court liked the former method best as the money
could be paid out as taxes came in and avoided a possible burden on the
County Treasury. I was glad, though, to be relieved of this responsi-
bility.

This was a day when the duties of a Forest Ranger covered a wide scope.
On October 24th, Supervisor Ross telephoned me to shut down all road -°°
work, as well as all other improvement-work because our remaining im-.
provement funds had been transferred. Nevertbeless, in addition to :--
regular administrative duties 1 had managed to locate about 10 miles of
trail during the summer of 1914 and got construction underway in Sep- -
tember but this work stopped abruptly when the abovementioned order was
received. ke

We had one large fire in 1914 which was started by a woodcutter on pfﬂl
vate land outside the forest., Since it was headed toward the national -
forest I put the road crew, as well as a couple haying crews and othet
cooperators, on the five miles or so of fire line. Consequently, except
for about 3 acres of national forest land, the fire was confined to
State land, County Fire Warden C, C. Scott arrived and took over the
"mop-up" and paid the bills. - :

During the winter of 1914-15, besides taking care of the routine grazing,
free use and other business and counting cattle on -feeding grounds, I
devoted all available time to improving Beaver Ranger Station, making
shakes and pickets, developing a water system, building fences, etc.,
again using my annual leave on this work. - About the middle of -April,”
1915, I began to hire men and get organized to continue our road con- -
struction program. On April 23rd we set up camp and the following’ day
started the work. This year, 1915, the road work was handled by a very
competent fcoreman so 1 devoted much less time to road building but con-
centrated more on trail comstruction. &

Grazing problems were becoming less acute .each year and, while we had
some trespass, those problems had diminished materially. - For the most .
part, grazing permittees had become reconciled to regulations and recog-~
nized the benefits they were receiving through proper use-of the range.
They were now working with us in a good spirit of cooperation. All
cattle and horse permittees had been organized into stock associations
and all associations were hiring line riders and salters. A l1ittld later
on, drift fences were built by the associations.

A NEW BUILDING FOR BEAVER R.S.:

In October, 1915 I began the comstruction of a bunkhouse and officé<at
Beaver Ranger Station., I did all the vork without assistance except for
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a man two days to help with the shingling, This took up a lot of my time
during the winter, but I was able to move my office equipment before
spring from the 3-room cabin where we lived into the new building. In-
cidentally, this little building was recently moved to the new highway on
Marks Creek and, at this writing (1957), is eerving as a guard station

at that place on Highway 28.

During the winter of 1915-16 I spent more time than usual in visiting

the feed lots of cattle owners and devoted nearly all of January to that
activity. 1Instead of saddle and pack horses used heretofore, I took my

buggy and team and, when I reached places shere the snow was too deep for

use of the buggy, I would borrow a sled and leave the buggy behind, 1

had my saddle along and would switch to horseback when necessary.

I GET AN AUTOMOBILE:

It was on May 4, 1916 that I purchased a second-hand automobile (a 1914
Buick) and promised to pay for it, The Supervisor and two of the rangers
already had cars and I could no longer resist, We had no roads fit for
auto use in winter and we could hardly call them auto roads at any time
of the year but many were passable for the high bodied cars of that day
during the dry summer months.

My car was the first one owned by a resident of the West Branch neighbor- .
hood where we resided., It attracted a lot of attention and I had a load
of passengers wherever I went, Within the next two yedrs two more cars
were purchased by community residents. Car owners could not resist the
temptation to venture out when road conditions were uncertain and it was

a common sight for a car to go by plowing through the mud, drawn by a

team of horses. I used my team to pull many cars from the foot of the
mountain on West Branch to the gummit of the main divide -on the Prineville-
Mitchell Road, On July 4, 1916 I had a team pull my car over the mountain
on a trip to Prineville. The road was dry outside the timbered area but
very soft inside. For several yeéars, during the spring and fall months,

1 kept my car at a ranch about 3 miles from Beaver Ranger Station and

used the buggy and team over the road between, which was not passable for
cars. In this way I could get considerable use of ‘the car that I could
not have gotten had I kept the car at the statiomn.

By 1917 our work had become largely routine. We were doing less labor with
our hands and our duties were becoming more supervisory in character. °
World War One was in progress and the United States was now involved. We,
of course, cooperated with the war effort as much as possible. Rangers
were sometimes grouped during the '"inactive" season to construct some
improvement project on contributed time,

ANOTHER ROAD PROJECT:

During the summer of 1917 I assisted James T. Schuyler, Civil Eogineer
for the Bureau of Public Roads, in making a reconnaissance survey for a
new road across the Blue Mountains to replace the one we built in 1914,
and of which we had been so proud at the time. Before we started the

work in 1914, the public was astounded when we talked of a road to cost
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$5,000.00. Now Mr. Schuyler tells them that the estimated cost of the
proposed new road was $250,000. How fantastic such an undertsking seemed
to be, Yet that road was later built and then put in the '"has been"
column when the present §tate Highway No. 28 was opened to travel. In
the spring of 1917 I was appointed chairman of the Red Cross Committee
for our part of Wheeler County and spent considerable time, with the
help of my assistancs, in soliciting funds for the organization., 1
later became a member of the Liberty Loan Committee and was busy with
the sale of bonds in the third and fourth liberty loan drives, the
Saving Stamp, United War Work drives, as well as the Red Cross and other
war activities and helping with the Home Guard training.

By 1917 the activities for good roads had grown by leaps and bounds.
Supervisor Ross believed that the Forest Service should aid the cause
as much as possible., I served on committees representing the community
in appearing before the County Court and State Highway Commission, and
in carrying on much correspondence.

The outstanding event of 1917 for the Ochoco National Forest was the
resignation of Homer Ross as Forest Supervisor. Mr. Ross had been res-
ponsible for much development during his term of service and we rangers
were enjoying many conveniences we had not known before he came to the
Ochoco, and the administration of our districts had become much easier
as a result of these improvements, Mr. Ross was replaced by Vernon V.
Harpham who came to the Ochoco as Supervisor in the fall of 1917, Mr.
Harpham served longer as Supervisor of the Ochoco than any other to date.
His splendid personality, strict honesty, and fairness in all his deal-
ings made many friends for the Service. His personal interest in the
well-being of his associates and subordinates endeared him to all.

An unusud condition existed in 1918, On January lst of that year there
was not a particle of snow anywhere in my district which reached ele-
vations up to 7,000 fecet, It was also quite warm on that date. The
thermometer registered 60 degrees at Beaver Ranger Station, elevation
3,000 feet. At that time I doubt if there was snow anywhere on the
Ochoco Forest.

The first time we moved from Beaver Ranger Station to the Community
Center, Mitchell, Oregon, for the winter moaths was in the fall of 1919.
The high cost of living in 1918 and 1919 hit many forest officers hard.
I remember that I paid as high as $28 for a 100 lb. sack of sugar and
$110 for two tire casings for my car. Everything was priced in pro-
portion. All my travels for wartime activities was done gt my own ex-
pense. Meeting our expenses was probably our most difficalt problem-
but we got through somehow and Congress finally acted to relieve the
situation to & very limited éxtent with a $240.00 bonus and later a -
$320.00 annual bonus.

HORSE UP A TREE:

On July 3, 1920, I witnessed what I believe to be the most unusual of
all the unusual spectacles of my career. I saw it with my own eyes
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and still I don't believe it, so I will not expect the readers of this

tale to believe it either. I found a full grown horse fast in the forks
of a tree,

Vixgil Allison, foreman for Elliott, Scoggins & Wolfe, road contractors,
and his wife were riding with me along the Vowell Trail near the summit
of the mountain when we saw this horse in the tree not far from the
trail. He was an unbroken ranmge horse about 3 or 4 years old and pro-
bably weighed about 1,100 1lbs. The. tree forked about 2 feet from the
ground and-the spread at 6 feet was not more than 15 inches, The hind
feet of the horse were on the ground on one side while the head, neck
and shoulders were on the opposite side of the tree with the front feet
about 4 feet from the ground. His body was wedged between the forks um-
til be was pinched as tight ag¢ it was possible for him to get, His -
struggles had worn all the hair and most of the skin off his sides where
they contacted the tree. He tried to fight us when we ceme near., I took
the axe off our pack horse and we started to chop off the smeller fork,
about 16" in diameter, While we were so engaged, another man, Mr. Bill
Peterson, came along and assisted. When the horse was finally released
he was in a bad way and very wobbly. He was able to keep on his feet,
however, and soon wobbled away without saying "thank you", No doubt he
had been fast in the tree for at least 2 or 3 days. The question that .
bothered us was "How did he get them?". The tree stood alone in an
opening of considerable size and the only theory I could advance was that
a bunch of range horses were standing in the shade of the tree, fighting
flies as they would likely be doing at this time of year, and started
fighting each other and this horse was cornered somehow and jumped at
the only opening he could see, It took a trememdous leap to get his
body high enough to get between the forks of .this tree. However, it may
have happened some other way, I do not know.' I have always regretted
that we did not have a camera on that day of all days, as I realize I
need proof. - : ,

A KILLING IN MITCHELL'

On November 16, 1921, L. L. Toney, a lifelong resident of the Mitchell
neighborhood was killed in a gun fight in Mitchell. He was the second
brother in the family to die in like manner. He was not popular but he
had a brother Jim who was not only well liked but was also noted for

his gemeness in several gun plays in which he had been involved during
his younger days, Jim had been living quietly in Redmond for a number
of years and was notified by wire of the shooting., He left at once for
Mitchell via Ashyopd. The road over the mountain was impassable due to -
mud and suow. He did not know his brother had died until he reached
Mitchell. The Mayor and City Council of Mitchell were more or less un-
easy as there is always considerable emotional temsion at such times.
They knew of Jim's record and wanted to forestall any danger of further
bloodshed., The Mayor and one of the councilmen approached me as soon

as they heard that Jim was on his way and asked me to meet him and use
my influence, if needed, to avoid possible trouble. I had known Jim

for many years and we had alvays been good friends. '

Jim had arrived and learned of his brother's death and had gome to the
post office to telephone relatives back at Redmond before I saw him,
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When he came out of the telephone booth, I was standing by the
door. He saw me and came to shake my hand, then dropped his head
to my shoulder and sobbed bitterly. When he regained control of
himself he said, "Grover, this is hell:". 1 said, "Jim, let's
take a walk'. He was eager for details so we walked across the
street to a quiet spot and I talked to him for several minutes.
Finally, he said, '"Where is that S.0.B.?". 1 explained that he
should calmly view the whole matter but it was hard for him to be-
lieve that his brother could possibly be at fault to the slightest
degree. 1 frankly told him all I had learnmed about the affair and
that the persons really responsible were neither one of the parti-
cipants of the fight.

Jim went home with me and had dinner with us. I kept close to him
and went with him to the funeral. He was a heart-broken man but
quietly returned howe to Redmond after the funeral. I do not be-
lieve Jim would have gone
gunning for the killer even

if I had not approached him
but there were those about who
expected him to do }ust that,
but Jim had reached the age by
then where most folks stop to
think before acting.

For the next three years there
was little change in routine.
Grazing was still the major
activity and range conditions
were being bettered as time
went on. All cattle ranges
were now under fence and in
charge of riders who looked
after the ..lting and fence
maintenance., A protection
system had been developed and
we had lookouts established and
firemen and lookout-firemen

at strategic places. I built
a wood lookout tower on Mt.
Pisgah.

I GO TO THE MALHEUR:

1 will skip over the next few
years rather rapidly since we
have now covered the pioneer
period in the Forest Service.
After serving as Ranger in one
district for 15 years during
which time the boundaries were
changed several times and the

jf”&%f;;;ﬁki X 2 -’;' Oy name changed twice, I was
o ' ' transferred to the Burns Dis=-
MT. PISGAH LOOKOUT TOWER BUILT BY trict on the Malheur National
BLAKE - 1918
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Forest with headquarters at Burns, Oregon, It was on this district
that I had my first REAL experiences with :large and amall timber
sales,

This was an automobile district and I had 1ittle use for the two .
good horses I had brought from the Ochoco, I could drive the car
within walking distance of nearly any point in the district, I

did use the horse on some trips, however, I had one splendid saddle
horse which I prized very highly but both horses strayed from winter
pasture near Burns when someone left a gate open and T never saw
them again, They may have been stolen, Keeping myself supplied with
horses had proven expensive,

On the Burns District I found considerable to do in perfecting a
lookout system, getting a recreation campground established and deal-
ing with grazing problems,

When I arrived at Crowflat Ranger Station to take over the Burns
District, there was no one to show me around or to introduce me to
the new territory so I found my way aroupd alone, There was a short-
term man located at Calamity Guard Station near Drewsey and a look-
out fireman at West Myrtle Butte on the opposite end of the District,
When I reached Myrtle Butte on my preliminary rounds I found it to

be a butte covered with a heavy stand of mature timber, with a com-
manding view when an opening could be found between trees, An ‘sborne
fire finder was set up on a wobbly table about L feet high, constructed
of small, round sticks wired together with emergency telephone wire,
When a smoke was sighted, the lookout fireman would proceed to carry
the table and fire finder to a spot from which the smoke would be
visible between trees, He would set the table down and orient the
finder as best he could, as the table wobbled and shook, then take a
reading and report. . : _

LOOKOUT UP A TREE: \

I sized up the situation and said to the Guard, "Don’t you think we
can rig up a better setup than this?", He thought it might be worth

a try,. So we felled two fir poles about 75 feet in height and I
prevailed on a road maintenance crew not far away to send a team and
driver over and drag the poles over to one of the tallest trees, I .
found some lumber and nails and we.made,a.50-foot ladder and got it .
raised to the side of the tree, At the top~of the ladder we built a =
platform, Then we made a 30-foot ladder and pulled it up the side of
the tree until it rested on the platform, Now we were up 80 feet and
another platform was made, About 3 feet above the upper platform we
cut the tree-top off and set up the firefinder on the stub, We now
had a platform which did not wobble and in a permanent.location,
Three years later when I left the Malheur for the Umatilla we were
still using the tree lookout, I have been informed that a steel

tower later replaced our tree lookout on West Myrtle Butte,
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1 GO TO THE UMATILLA:

On June 1, 1927, after
three years on the Mal-
heur, 1 was transferved
to the Asotin District

of the Umatilla Nation-
al Forest with head-
quarters at Pomeroy,
Washington. Here 1

found the grazing busi-
ness quite up-to-date

and a number of trails
and telephone lines had
been constructed, but
there was a marked scar-
city of cabins. The
Ranger Station, of great-
est importance, had only
a very antique, one-room
log cabin in a tumble
down condition. The

best house in the dis-
trict was a frame cabin
of 3 rooms on the Wenaha
River that could be
reached only by trail,
and was used only occasion-
ally, by maintenance crews.
The district was very
‘rugged and accessibility
difficult,

In time we succeeded in
getting two primary look-
outs and two secondary
lookouts established and
a 90-foot lookout tower
90' LOOKOUT ON MYRTLE BUTTE, MALHEUR on Big Butte.

N.F., BUILT BY BLAKE, 1924

There was a large volume of small timber sale business in the Asotin
District. By using the lumber from a couple of old, Special Use per-
mittees' cabins and some cull lumber from an abandoned Special Use
sawmill, all of which had reverted to the Government by default,

and aided by cooperators who hauled the lumber free, $250.00 in
Forest Service money, $50.00 donated by the Game Commission and my
labor, I managed to get a small house at Clearwater Ranger Station
where I made my field headquarters., We also added some mileage

to our system of trails and telephone lines in the four years I
served on the District. ’
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OLD CLEARWATER RANGER STATION - POMEROY

Rangers' Problems

The following is being offered because it illustrates some points
covered earlier in this narrative. The Supervisor had noted the lack
of detail in my diary and had written me about it. As often happened
in those days forest officers would exchange notes that were not
intended for the record. So, when I received his letter I picked up
a piece of scratch paper and a lead pencil and made a reply which was
intended for the waste basket file. Imagine my surprise several
weeks later when I received my February 14, 1921 issue of the SERVICE
BULLETIN, Published by the U. S, Forest Service, Washington, D.C. and
saw my memorandum to the Supervisor on the front page. The Service
Bulletin article is quoted verbatim as follows:

EIGHT HOURS - UNCLASSIFIED:

“"Efficiency is a wonderful thing; we all probably try to attain it,
Working Plans and Schedules of Work have their uses., Diaries come

in the Forest Service Scheme, Most field officers in small communi-
ties, who try to be neighborly and helpful and at the same time

follow their Schedules of Work and keep their diaries up often times
have troubles that inspectors don't dream of. Here's an Oregon Ranger
who had his., The Supervisor wanted to know why his diary wasn't in
more detail; the Ranger told him: '

'You have no doubt noticed that I have been charging a large portion
of my time as Miscellaneous Headquarters Work, I have been bunching
the work this way for convenience as that seemed to cover many jobs,
To list separately every job of fifteen minutes of half-hour during

a day would make the diary bulky and require considerable time,

During the past season I have never had to worry about finding some-
thing to do tomorrow or next week. Instead, I have at numerous times
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taxed my wits to pick out the important jobs that could be left undone
to provide time for doing more important ones.-. Yet gince you mention
it, I can see that a person reading my diary and having no other
source of information would most likely get the impression that I

was simply killing time, with nothing to do. : -

As you know, the larger part of the headquarters work during the past
several months at .Beaver Ranger Station was made necessary by the
building of the new highway. The road builders tore away fences and -
other improvements and left trash, broken posts, parts of stumps,
fence wire and litter of all kinds in their trail to be cleaned up

by me. In this way a great deal of my time was taken up without
making a showing. ;

It very frequently happens that a day is entirely lost from the
plan of work that each of us has. Perhaps 1 would start in the
morning on a job that had beem planned in advance for tlke day and
the following is typical of the way it turns out: ’ V .

As I begin work Engineer Smith comes along and requests that I walk

up the road with him and inform him whether his plan for rebuilding the
irrigation ditch which the road builders had destroyed would be satis-
factory., We spend a half-hour looking the ground over and talking

over details. Mr. Smith uses up fifteen additional minutes telling
about some experiences on the battle froat in France during the World

War,

g &8

1 receive a call to the telephonme and spend fifteen minutes getting
connected up with my party and five minutes in conversatiom (it is

not at all unusual for me to spend an hour during a single day at

the telephone on official business). I start out to work, impatient

at the delay, hang my coat on a post just as a man arrives very much
exhausted. His Ford is stuck in the mud on the Fish Creek Hill. He
explains that it never acted that way before but his engine is "not
working right". Will I help him? Sure, I help him out and if we are
lucky and do not have to tinker with the car too much I get back to
work and upon looking at my watch am surprised to find it is 11:45 A.M.

1 have just noticed that a bunch of Bar B cattle have broken into the
pasture and proceed to saddle a horse and chase them out, and get to
dinner a half hour late, My wife wants to know why I did not split
some wood before I went chasing those cattle. I try to explain but
get balled up and make'a mess of it; then go back to work with family
relations more or less strained. : e : :

Just as I get my coat hung on the post and my gloves on, Ryan, fore-
man for the contractors on the highway, arrives and would like to
borrow my steel tape to measure some culverts, He only wants it

for an hour or so. Ed Black rides in on horseback at this time and
he feels very badly about the manner in which the Forest Service man=
ages the grazing businmess. He offers some suggestions as to how we
could make things better in his particular case, spends thirty-seven
minutes telling me what a bum Renger I am and how the Forest Sexrvice
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i8 conspiring to put him out of: businees; gets the load out of his sys~
tem and goes his way feeling better.

I am called to the telephone to explain to Mrs. White how to corn beef,
and to Mr. Green what to do for a sick horse. Mrs. White takes up
fourteen minutes ‘of my time and Mr. Green exactly eight, While I am
thus engaged, Jones' dogs chase a bunch of cattle through the fence

tearing down eight panels and I work unmtil dark cobbling it up again.
1 sit down to write up my diary for the day.' 1 begin to enumerate the
wany things done and decide that if I write all this stuff that pretty

soon I will need help to carry my diary and I am tired and don't feel
like writing anyway, so 1 enter it as follows:

Did miscellaneous headquarters work - unclassified 8 hrs.,"

There was considerable comment about the above article by £ontr1butere
to the Bulletin in later issues.

LOST IN A BLIZZARD:

On the afternoon of April 19, 1928, I was negr Cloverland, in eastern
Washington, and had just purchased a mew saddle horse. I started to

go thrwugh the mountains to Iron Springs Ranger Statiom, riding the
newly purchased horse and leading my other saddle animal., Before reach-"
ing the edge of the timber on the Irom Springs side I found myself in

a blinding snow storm and darkness wes coming on. Soon the snow storm,
darkness, and the high wind, which had sprumg up, created counditions

like a Colorado blizzard. I was soon hopelessly lost. After a time,

1 koew I was in the settlements but could see nothing and could find

no shelter. I passed by Iron Springs Ranger Station gate without
knowing it and kept going. After a while 'l realized that I was be-
coming exhausted and that the horses were tiring. I was soaking wet
and badly chilled. I felt that I should keep moving to keep up cig- v,
culation. The snowdrifts were quite deep by this time and it was quite
a struggle for the horses at times to get through them. Just as I
concluded that neither the horses nor I could keep going until day-
light and I would have to figure out some solution quickly, I discovered
we (the horses and I) were within a few feet of a building. It was
painted red.. If it had been vhite I could not have seen-it, I found

a door and entered a large barm with stock inside and plenty of hay. ~
Oh, how pleasant was the feeling to be inside out of that wind and blind-
ing snow. I had some dry matches and got the horses located and fed.

It was near midnight. I went outside to 1ook for a house but, in the
storm, I had no luck. I returned to the barn and found some empty grain
sacks and wrapped them around we &nd my wet clothing and became wargped
up eventually. When daylight came, the wind had ceased and I soon got
myself oriented. I then made my way to Iron Springs to warmth, food

and dry clothing. .

It eventually occurredvto me'how stupid 1 had been. I£ I had changed
mounts after the storm struck, the other horse would have taken me
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directly to Iron Springs Ranger Station. She had been owned by the
forest ranger who preceded me on the district and had long known
Iron Springs as home. 1 was once saved in a Colorado blizzard by

a horse which took me to camp in the face of a blinding blizzard
such as once were so deadly to travelers on the plains, and 1 knew
how dependable a horse could be in such a situation. I had ngoofed"
again and paid dearly for not’ using my head,

COLLEGE STUDENTS:

When it first became the policy to give summer jobs on the forests to
students taking Forestry in college, the idea did not meet with

favor with most rangers, who preferred to place experienced woods-
men in the short-term positions because of their experience and de-
pendability. The students required considerable supervision. I got
along very well with most of the students assigned to me, however,
They learned quickly as a rule and soon became good help, but there

were some exceptions.

In 1929 I put a young fellow on a lookout. Tﬁe following day he re-
ported he was sick. I got him out te a doctor. The doctor found no-

" thing wrong. Aftar about ten days I took him back to the lookout.

He was there one night alone and reported that he was sick again.
By this time I had concluded that he could not endure the solitude.
When night came on his lonely lookout, goblins also came and made
wierd and frightful noises which he just could not take, so he was
replaced. - “E

That same year I had a student serving as a lookout on Diamond Peak.
During the evening of July 27 1 came to Clearwater Guard Statiom.
Colwell, the Guard, and I were sleeping soundly when at 11:00 P.M.
the telephone rang. Colwell stumbled over the powder boxes, which
were then used for chairs at Clearwater, to answer it, It was Newby
at Wenatchee Guard Station. Newby said that the Diamond Peak lookout
had called in the afternoon and told Mrs. Newby that he had been
bitten by a snake, the wound was swelling badly and he was ill, When
Newby came in from work his wife relayed the message to him., He

felt that there was no cause for alarm as there would be no snakes at
an altitude of 8,000 or 9,000 feet, But the more he thought about

it the more concerned he became so finally decided to call me.

The telephone on Diamond Peak was at the fire finder on a small tower
and the lookout slept in a tent near the foot of the tower, I tried
to raise him on the telephone but could not. I knew he was not snake
bit but, after pondering the matter awhile, I told Colwell, "I domn't
think there is anything wrong but we had better be sure, so we are
going in, starting now', We had a road maintenance crew on Mt. Misery
where the trail left the road leading five miles to Diamond Peak.

They had two horses there. I called Newby and told him to meet us at
Mt. Misery and we all left by car, Newby from Wenatchee and Colwell
and I from Clearwater., From Mt, Misery we walked and rode the two
old grader plugs over the trail to Diamond Peak Lookout. We took the .
horses to carry the lookout out if necessary. We had been a little
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over two hours enroute and it was now after 1 o'clock on Sunday morming.
Our lookout was fast asleep and the picture of health, When I awakened
him he said he was walking in the weeds and a snake bit him on the
ankle, No, he did not see the snake, he just. felt it. I took a look
at the wound and became immediately convinced that he had been bitten
by a ferocious and terrible yellow-jacket. 1 berated him for causing
us so much trouble and that we had brought the horses in prepared to
pack out a dead body and he had disappointed us something awful. We
were back at our respective stations by daylight. - P

This calls to mind the remark of ome Ranger during a meeting at a
Supervisor's office to plan the seasons' work when the question of the
distribution of college students came up. The Supervisor asked, "How
many college students can you use this summer, Jess?". Jess was lost
in thought for a moment and then replied "Not very many, I'm going to
be mighty busy this summer" ' _

BEAR DOG:

One summer I had a Guard’ who brought with him to the mountains an
Airedale dog named Lucky, Lucky s purpose was to frighten away bear and
other troublesome animals., He was especially good at finding bacon in
a pack at night when all was quiet. He just loyed bacon. His first
encounter with a wild animal was with a porcupine where he came out’
second best. He did not hurt the porcupine at all but his owner worked
overtite separating Lucky from numerous quills. Later on, when making
a field trip I took the Guard along. Lucky came, also. Far out in the
wilderness area we heard a very peculiar screech coming from a distance
ahead, We glimpsed through the trees and over the tops of huckleberry
brush and saw some rapidly moving objects. Almost instantly, around a
turn in the trail came Lucky at a speed never matched by any Aitedale
before or since as far as we know, About ten.feét behind Lucky was a -
brown bear coming toward us at a speed fully equal to that of Lucky.
That dog was really bringing us a bear. The bear turned from the trail
and into the brush almost at my horses head. Lucky happened to think of

something he had forgotten and hurried home after it. We soon:found
where the race probably started. A cub was having trouble going up the
gmooth side of a Western larch tree and was telling the world how unhappy
ti® was. He kept on scrambling and crying in the bear language until ha
reached a 1limb, He then clammed up.

CIVIL SERVICE vé. WAR DEPT.:

Early in this story I mentiomed J. D. (Bert) Fine who served as Forest
Guard in 1906 on what later became the Ochoco Natiomal Forest, Bert had
one experience I feel inclined to mention here and I will quote a
former R-6. publication. The 6- 26. probably the December, 1920 issus,

"Bert Fine, aometime Forest Ranger in Oregon, is- now a barber in John
Day. 'Yes Sir', said he, poising his razor at a reminiscent angle,
'A, S. Ireland sent me into the Béaver Creek Country on what is now
the Ochoco, the first year she was organized ‘The cattlemen ‘showed me
a dead 1ine on their side of which sheep did not keep their good health
very long, and the sheepmen inquired casual-like what would happen if I
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turned up missing some day', 'It made me an ounce or two nervous', con=

tinued Bert, mowing my jawbone savagely, 'so I just got them birds to-

gether and says 'Now Boys, if you are looking for a fight, there is8

a company of soldiers down omn the Coast that Uncle Sam hires for that

particular purpose and 1 reckon they will accommodate all comers, but

as far as I am concerned, I want it understood that I am in the Civil
rn

Service and not in the War Department'. R.L.C.".

Bert barbered in many Oregon toﬁhatihqiﬁdiﬁgfﬁbsebﬁrg-and'Portland, but
hags been dead several years at this'wfitihg.'L; == St MEE RGE

CHARGE IT TO M.E.D.:

It will be remembered by old timers that our monthly service report
once had spaces for classifying the di fferent’ activitiés such as; -
grazing, timber sales, free use, claims, etc. Activities which could
not be classified under the headings given were charged to M.E.D.
(Miscellaneous Executive Duties). All employees were instructed to-
keep their diaries up to date and charge each days work to the proper
classification in the diary. Ranger W. A. Donnelly, whose district
adjoined mine, told a short-term Guard how to write his diary and
make the charge. Said he, "In your case you will charge everything
to M.E.D.". The Gudrd boarded with the Ranger vhile working at his
station. Time went on and on and the Guard did not offer to pay any-
thing on his board bill and finally Ranger Donnelly called his atten-
tion to the matter, explaining that he just had to have the money to
buy some more groceries. The Guard gave the Ranger a surprised look
and said, "I though you s&id ‘to charge everything to M.E.D.."

1 will close this narrative by relating a few incidents of possible
interest. But first of all, I want to state that it was a great privi-
lege to be associated with the fine group of young men who were a
part of the Forest Service £ifty years ago and thereafter. 1 like

to reminisce of those days, We had many handicaps to overcome. The
work was hard and hardships many, but it was a joy and a pleasure be-
cause we had an objective in mind, we felt we were getting somewhere
and we were playing a part in conserving our natural resources for
"The greatest good to the greatest number in the long run", quoting
Secretary Wilson. I feel that the Nation owes a great dept to the
founder of the Forest Service, Gifford Pinchot, and the conservation~
minded President, Theodore Roosevelt, who saved for all the people
the remnant of our diminishing timber resources.

After nearly 50 years I am reminded, as we view recent events, of the
words once spoken by Theodore Roosevelt and 1 quote, "The great Corpor-
ations are acting with foresight, singleness of purpose and vigor to
control the water power of the Country. 1 deem it my duty to use
every endeavor to prevent this growing monopoly, the most threatening
which has ever appeared, from being fastened upon the people of this
Country".

I do not want to close without paying tribute to the faithful and loyal
women of the Forest Service, the wives of the Rangers, who often neg-
lected their household duties to keep the wheels rolling, dispatching
men to fires and doing many of the Rangers' jobs while Ranger husbands
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were away on necessary field work and his whereabouts probably
unknown. Words cannot tell of the sacrifices given and bard-
ships endured by these brave women and they deserve every con-
sideration due to their tremendous help in the pioneer days of
the Forest.Service. |

As the memories of the old days filter through my mind, I like to
recall the early years when we first started our initiation into
the program. The Ranger force to begin with on the old Deschutes,
now the Ochoco, consisted of Doug Ingram, Frank Johnson, Clyde
Hon, Jim Gilchrist, Charlie Congleton, Alex Donnelly, "Cy" Don-
nelly, and myself, and A, S. Ireland - Supervisor. There were few
changes in personnel during the next several years. A. S. Ireland
resigned and Clyde and Doug left for other assigmments, Gilchrist
resigned and Jimmy Anderson, Ralph Elder, Hattie Goodknight and
Iee Blevens joined the official family to finish out the first
epoch in Forest Service his{:ory on the Ochoco. . Of this group,

A, S. Ireland, Homer Ross, Doug Ingram, Clyde Hon, Jim Gilchrist,
Alex and "Cy" Donnelly, Frank Johnson end lee Blevens are deceased.

I think I will stop here, although I could go on and on chattering
about happenings which linger in my memory, but all things must
come to an end, so I close with the words of George Eliot, "It is
easy to say how we love new friends, and what we think of them,
but|.|words can never trace out all the fibers that knit us to the
old",

Grover C, Blake
427 N. E. Emerald Lane
Roseburg, Oregon
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valley, when Pauline lost 14 men,
Although under treaty obligations, Pau-

lina now planned a daring reprisal. It was
less than to wipe out the Indians

on the Klamath reservation and massacre
the garrison at the fort. To this end be

ned attack, but was defeated by the
and Modocs and troops. Paulioa’s
logg was 13 killed. After this the Saake

oty 6, 1867, Donald McKay and his Indian
seols discoversd the stronghold, and, al-

there was 18 inches of snow, they °

¢ the 2000-foot mountain, battled ali
day killed three of Paulina’s followers.
But chief sumtained no otber losses and
McKay’s company descended the mountaln

‘and mttacked another Judian camp s f{ew
fes distast, e g

. Retribation, however, vas on the trall of

Pauling. His fate was rapidly approac 3

He had butchered harmless (‘{

ines¢ on

D

would fist*=n pod ! to the

band reirforced Clark’ ua -
Hcla;cm‘inwmoot'l;cm m

luring Paulina three years aiter the treachery

toward Queapama.
‘April, -1367, found Paulina and ‘seven
braves on the John Day on a foraging ex-
podniul."!‘hrynidodéhmmd
ranch on the John Day, running off 2§

of cattle and two borses. The Canyon City
stage was coming along the road and Clark, *
the driver, whose ranch was burned, maw
the Indians a distance away. Tuming the

“1}l‘ruh Iltmm were 2 and

liam Regan, one the passengers,
Howard Maupin, a settler, set out to ast
ofi the marauders. They saw an Indian ﬁ
on a hilltop, who gave s war whoop.
was soon cut off from his companions. The

Maupin shot Mauling with & H
and wben the chief tried to escape,
wounded, Maupin followed him.
realizing that his end was near, called to his
followers for aid, but they fled. As Maupia
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and who sttaned at the

potoriety (in the opinion of some pz\h
hmnh:o).hunothiuuudfor m.
The best that Sam, chief o
of Rogue Indiaps, got was
mmmlr:Mwawmdw
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Paulina
mountains, basin, Paulina pesk.
Paulioa marsh, Paulina Paulina rurh.
Paulina creek and the Sou Pacific has
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Snake chief's name. He iy refe
as Paulina for the reason iba
the name has been applied so frequently.
but in the '60s, whes be was & mav i
menace, Lhe soldiers and settiers called im
Paunins, Panina, Poling, Penina and other
varistjons.

Paulina can be given credit for this: -
When tbe troops were through chasing him
they knew more about the .:ogl:gy of
central Oregon than formerly. From the,
Owhamuoibchadumd!mthe
fk:eh Day valley to the California-Nevada

comparatively little was known by
military authorities of this terrain, and suc
maps as exsted were inaccurate. A cam-
paign againsi the Indians in that region
proved highly educational.
White Porty Traced.

Two important beadguarters were estab-
lished by Paulina. One was on Wz mer
moun:ain, Lake r.ountﬁ the other wat slop
a mountain 2200 feet high in the vicinity of
Malhsur lakc. Whea Colonel Drew, sta-
tioned at Fort Baker, Jackson county, was
sent to Fort Kiamath would have been
attacked by Paulina, but the chiel was -
strained by the sight of a bowitzer the sol-
 diers carried.  Paulina’s gang attacked
. wagon train at Silver lake, bt were driven
' off by tbe arrival of a detachment of Drew's

From Fort Klamath Drew crossed the
summit of Warner ridge into Surprise val-
ley, then around the bead of Cowhead lake, .
eastward over ni and down into Wamer
valley and a the south side of Wamet
mountsin, thea across desolate desert te
Camp Alvord, on the east side of Steens
mountains. From his beadquarters on War-
per mounfain Paulina kept track of the ex-
pedition and later detailed the route mi-
putely, with order of march, picketing and
such matters. Colunel Drew declared Pau-
lina's strongbold on Warner mountain was
perfect from a miliery standpoint. It was
this headquarters that made necessary & post
at Goose lake.

A tresty council was wanted with the 1n-
dians and’ it was ca'lad at Fort Klamath..
There were 00 Klamsths, 300 Modocs and
20 Snakes in addition to the squaws—2a
mob of ximately 2500 Indians. Over-
tures had been made to Paulina, but with-
out success. He refused toe invitation. Fol-
lowing the treaty. when Indian rintend-

_ent Huntington was returning to Dalles
with an escort he met two Snakes at the
headwaters of the Deschutes. They were

by scouts, snd three men, thiee women and
wo_children wene capl Oae
o N

Psulina’s followers. The camp was found e



finger and other
the Deschutes country
were said to be mementocs of Paubna.

No one regretted the parsing of Paulina
1o the happy bunting ground: He was &
“good” Indian at last.

So far s known, the accompanying pho-
tograph of Pauling is the only one in e
istence. Jt was taken when he was at Fort
Klamath. This copy was discovered re-

in an old album bv William Vande-
wert of Bend. 8 man who knows central
Oregon as well as did Paulina. Because of
he many places hemn? the name of Pav-
fina the photograph is of speclal importance.

-
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TROUBLES BESET
OCHOCO PROJECT

lrrigaﬁ‘oh Afe'a:fdodem
“Humpty Dumpty.”

OTHERS SHIBE Il LUcK

Mény “Fliers”_: _Launched
Under Oregon Law.

CERTIFIED BONDS HAUNT

Boad Holders to Ask Legislature
., 80 Admit Btate's Responsi. -
]

biliy fee Sitaation.

' —
Pt i, e
¢ \ - i

IRRIGATION ARTICLES BASED
ON THOROUGH SURYEY,
. huumlulo(.uﬂu..
&l articles o bome of Ore |
M'I irrigation problema,
Pased ob thorough, Impartial
'u-rur..zl existing facts,
_ project is - “broke™
aand uaible te do anything
‘tunl "
" Debts, oxceod 32,000,004; .
value of lands uprnl-’!ol' #

sLo00 00 . Love i
Water resources ‘overesti-
s mated.

Ceurt dosclsions ,,.w te
. Bleck legislative reltel Zin: i
. Tangle results from fallure
' 9of law
s p \‘. previde 'tof fallures,

b BY HEAROLD M SIME .

: Artiele Ne, 3.

The Ochpoe irrigstion project—
Oregon’'s most - conspicuous prolage
under the jrrigation district I;'--i
is a medera version of Humpty
Dumpty. Humpty Dumpty—It one's]

days—will be recallsd as the to-be-
eased-at pomething that sits on &

has & big fall And defies the
‘tha king’s horses and

all the king’s ven to pui wptlurl

s of the others, and

Pros the PORTLAKD ORIGONIAN December 1N, 1926

Wer ts the Ochoos preject the only |
tegy” wmong the “fliers™ in irrige- |
tiea that have bedd launched undag 'i ©f the Oregon irrigatiea and

the Oregon Irrigation distriet law. -

As a matier of painful -vegord,
about a desen of ihe-lerigatios Sis-
trists that obiained the state’s oer-
tiflcation 1p its bonfls and & guar-
antee of interegt tutnnrhl.t
yoars are dither in thd egi
micsly scrambled, or e (st

on the wall with seod prospesia of
hmn‘ oftL’

Other Tvoubles Leem.

And, by way of Iuklu‘ the pit-
uation eenplotoly analogous teo
Humpty Dumptly, it looks as If the
etlorts of all the state’r horses and
all the state’'s men witl be of litile

avsil in putting the Hmlﬂl Dump- e
. ties together agatn.

There 1a & feeling among men fa-

" gafllar with the ins &nd outs of irrl-

gation development in Oregom that

the Uchoco s onlv the forerummer|.

of » bunch of troudlss that Oregon
ecould get Along very nle-lr with-
oyt

In aay event the lron'blu of the
Ochoce and its companions in dis-
tress are already at kand.' The own.
ors of some $12,000.000 of state-
oartified irrigation district bondsare

.. preparing to ask the forihcoming

legislature to aeknowledge responsi-
bility on the part of the astate fer
the irrigation situation j. Oregon,
and to request that the stale as-
pume Lhe iomses thal Are Row rees
ogunised as imevitable, oFf al least
to assume & substartial portien of
tham. At the head of this move-
ment, quite naturally, are ths bend
houses and banks that sold or e
emmended these bonds to thelr oli-
ents. Members-efect of the legisia-
ture are turning thelr attemtion|
th the ille of the presesil. as well
as a proposed overhauling of iLhe
irrigation lawg of tne stais o piw-
veat a reccurrence of similar pre-
@icamenty ia Lhe future, il :: 4
'nct—- Strews TI‘I._,-‘-‘;“ .
" In view of lhese nru. and ia ghe
iaterest of & better general under-

. standlng of s} yhssew of ThiG Pred.
' lem. The Oregontan ‘samizupd -the

P emmitow fa tha ftaal Aof mEkine aama

WHILET A9 = &0 MmEZIRg ol

sxplorsitions inte Irrigution matters

' §1 Oregon, and mre pnmuhmr 10

the task of doubling back'cver the
tortuous, Wreckage-dtrewn trall of
the Ochoco project. with Instroctions
te set forth the facta letting the
facls spesk for themselvea, and the
responalbility fall wherever the
tacts might placa It, e ;
‘The Oahegoe was selocted hr l
thorough examination becauss In
mapy respects it 's Lypleal of Lhe

cavee It was ene of the ang
Jargest 0 be undertaxed uner !h
frrigation &lotrht nd

further b,- F

e
&

-

+#

The quest for fasts has led 1o an
examination of the flles and

Oregon. the state treasurer,
ney-general, stale enginesr and

soperintendent of L |
with members of the commission; g
wvisit te 1he Ochooe preject; m._ °

fnation of the corvespondenss. {!
ang Pecords of the Irrigatisll

i trict; interviews with farmers es

! the 'project and with Dusiness
" pt Prineville, the trading center”
the mroject; and, finally, mun!pg
with those who set forth llu
/el of the bond nq,n tm
tha Ochwq:.‘l. and
of thy act bongh

With which briel
ue veturn to the MHump m
that bad & big fall V. =2

Pirges Survive Crash,’ '

A erash, gt Lz best, Is bad culn
It is worse still when uono‘-i
(b b way to put the )M’-' ’
sother agals That is mm
situation in & putshe

- Andl do mot think
that there are mo pleced ol!' l‘ro-

the .Ochoco cragh. non Il
stantisl’ nuﬂ'rlt._
posnding 41,000 acres ‘
and g distribution n!'II.- l

ably will prove adequate mn
proper adjusiments Ars made
acreage. There are thousands *‘
acres of beautifully situsted, 5
fertile Jands, There Is watlar enough
year in and year ouf te produse,
wplendid craps o8 ‘-"-'a ;.
13,000 acres. e
Yet, lnt:nd of pudw m R
€T and .peace, Pres :
-wb::’.mm reigning um u
{land of the Ochoce, tha i
producinrg.  mostly

\promisr 1o Produce plenty of that

| befors .e genius happeas alehg,

whe- - i escel Lhe efjoris d_ﬂ-
king’. .orves aud . Lhe o
and 1eally and traly rql w

Dumpty togelher againg
1¢ thers 15 such a nun."hnr*«
yet entersd the pictera- 1a
whole scope -of this tavestigaiise
b there haa becn vncoyered me
tion! Jdess &8 to how te get’

pleces of ths Quboﬁ togethek

IDOT &,
T 2 AT m.ﬂ

!o;hnlon; d;r“:-t.
Gchooe @ proke. ' Half of

troubles caft thus be te
werd. The Ochuco, in faet, 18 :
than broke, Jt ls and broRy.
1t owes A great & han it
worth, 1t owes & Wﬂ_«:
1t has any ¢hamnce

through some mirae \
producta rexsim In u.

thelt war-time f

Joy a further briak Hf.n

A On tﬂ. o‘imnt—u i, Hu
ectually broke wers &
Brief for .."




" The entire prajest probably e
worth abent §1,000 008 (f [te trom.
blea could be separated from It Iia
mat worth Is Lhia SLOOC 900 jong the
expense of lhe operat,on reeded
to mmpputale (ta sliments—whatever
amount . that mar bs. Apd
eperalions come notoriously high.

The £1.000,000 ““-l.r .
course, -an. approximats [figure Jt
1t based on lh; ’I‘l;l‘llpllol that the
15,008 _of irrigabls Jand could
pay oﬂ an Indsblednesa of §85 an
acse over § perfod-of from 3M o 3%
yours, paying inigrest ou iha prine
r}-:l i.' ths _meaptims at ’lo Tate
] pe ¢ J -

7 5 L

Projestts f:'., Limsitod. &

T!m valwe of the project obrious)
Is Timited by the number of acr
Thut pan be irrigaiefd, and thé h'l
come thal eap reasonably be =g&
pected from ¢hat gcreage. Certainly,
ro ond s going %o bLe able Lo pay
more {or Lhe jand than he cay make
the land earn, gn€ there will be me
profite from the land at &)l wnless
the irrigable acrenge i+ resiricied to
such an sxten! tha' thery i=s & water
supply yea~ ia and yeur out muf-
ficlent Lo produce profl.table ~rops.

=3 ._. > -.‘
FECL qwme Ovnvets Dpel '™
Tlow thip excersive mAebtsdincsd | pwnrra weore o asslun their

eam= fo te piled up and how K
happens that there s water Tor nnly
ubout 12008 acres wf land Insisad
ol 22,060 scres will comstituie the
maln thame ol ths Ucbhbooo slory.
relation of the state of Dre-
goa to Lthe alfaira of the Ochoce
alse will be reciled, and the facts
produced which shed lLUght on what-
ever responsibility the siate may

the last prospecits of getting off
have gone a-glimmyring, 4 (or he)
slther gaalgne hi= assets 1o his
creditors, or goes into a Teuelver-

rh_l_s or I::._-’nu;ng,u:r1 'ﬁq BEsels RTO

. - noJ
wolll for the benelit of Lha creditors.
The creditars have ne choice other
than te accept & s« (tlement, based
_elther on priority of {hetr clalms,
'or upren m pro-rata distribution of
the proeerdrs of the pai= of the prop-
erty. ‘Tl property, on the other

fts excess debt burden, having been

These propositions, of ¢ ' »e. sre |} "bought In" at the mpcelver's sale

obrieus. #Hut around i1pes.  twe
points—irrigable aercugs ard vnlue |
of the land based o1 prorpective
income—wakes a hot apd decidedly
Litter controveray.

The detlerminiilon of | 7 isuble
acreage ard the value of t .« land
nre two bridg++« that haven * beea
:‘_0!‘0 o ~» i LA woark = ot
8f the affairs of tha project, hat #
might 71+ as will be recognized

at ones that they uare going to be
two difthoirly bridges to cross wWhen
.the tinie for the cromsing arrives,

It grev withopt saying that the
individual farmoer wants Just Bs
mueh waler asx h= can get, which of"
course operates to rvduce the Irrige-
‘ble acreuyge, und the farmer wanis
to pay Just as UiLe for It as posai-
Ble. Perhups that's duly good busi-
ness from his standpoint.

Watey Spread Spariagly.

On the oiher hand the crediters
of the project want to spread the
water just gs thinly as possible se
a8 to retaln s Freat am BCreage as
poss'ble, sad fhey wani teo place

order that the ultimate losses to
e crediiors of the projeet shall be
as small aa pogsible. And perhapr
that's good business from thelr

mo highest posaible valuation on M
n

at & value that is assumed to ba its
true worth.

have for the present status of a:-ilmwﬂfu' to around §1,496,000, the

[airn. Irrigatios. district .w t
‘When a courporation or aa indi-}zbest BEDOM vmﬁuuc-
vidusl gets on finuncial sheals Mﬁ:'." oft Lhitong at

- § o N
Iy ¥ (e farmers and other
iney ou'right Lo the!r groditars,

iwaln aif the project. dyth a A
cond g “ould neitbe? Inporexse tha =
valuer of the lands wer operate 19 o
redure the lndeblidness of the lrris

gation @istrict, . o

Assuming that ‘.f“ r .
te surrender the [y
bondhelders, and  oha 3
procesd’ L8 sabBogl i

an mcre. Under thoss strowms &
stanees the bondholdars co
by expect o re-adglil the.

maere thas B33 which,
the irrigation :I:l-n..laﬁbu&
make the to (] -
nser 85 am acre. |E'm y
.;#
t Yér tk X ;
txt o o B iEe e PEey
than 30 cents on the doliar through
1hay

hand, i« sutcmatloally relleved ufi.ml & proces~ding becauss

ld : -
O A

Relief somewbat along this line
1s what the Urhoce appears (o Baecd
—but cal'y Besm o get. ! t

Of courme, there in the ‘a!ld-
holders’ preposa; that the wstate
sfep ip @nd use-iis own oredil to
filnanée the project-—which, In ef-
fect, Mmeans to ussume the jowses.
Put that agatn is annther story, to
be presented later. :

Only Burcesa '""“.“" .

When the siate sought to provide
for the reclamation of its arid lands
through the laws providing for the
creation of Irrigation districtaalong
the samé lipes that municipalities,
highway snd school districts sre
organised, and provided further for
the certificatien of irrigation dis-
trict bonds and the guaranteeing of
Interest for a Minlied pariod, it fore=
saw nothing but success for the Ir-
rigation wentures that might be
pirdertaken under Lhe encoUrAge-
ment of these laws. There were
provisions specifically dGexigned® to
pravent fallures, of cousse. and -the

was apparently assumed. In any

unecrambling of fallures -

m;:(rbt. £ " Tersin a pnicue situation srises.
. wides exm be depended upon | Courts have held repeatedly that the

to produce authoritirs of unques-

‘aws =z they eXisted at the time

‘gloned standiug - te wusiain view. ‘tirrigation districis incurred ihelr

polnls that are miler apart-
The writer, ln assuming to adopt
l!.”‘ aeres Rs a tonilative poreass
for this discusslon, and & valuation
of §86 an =mcre for that screage,
which for the most part fs pot very
highly Improved land, bas stepped
tn somewhere betwesn the Bxtrems
viewpolnts and probadbly will have
Incurred the marked @lapleasure of
all and sundry concerncfl -
It ia necessary, hiowever, 1o ndopt
some fifurs an a basis for any dis-
cussion, and ihe writer 18 dyobilens
jostificd tp arbitrevily 2i-urueg
13,000 ncres and S8 px ac™s 2s &
| brals | foy thal purpc.e | 2 Rore
comprehensive  @lpesiaing v the
factors of terd
valuations wif} = L
later article

] cvllgations were a part of The con-

tract between the districts and thelr
creditors, just &8s much as if those
lews had been writien into the con-
tracts, snd that sny laws aubse-
quently enacted have no application
te contractual relations already em-
tered inte. This the stong wall
that appears to block any Avenus
of rellel or any soluton te the 4if-
ficultisa through legislation.

|~ Maving contempinted mo fatlures,
the iaw previded i mobe.  Con-.
fronting fa'lures, eourt decleionn AP
pear 10 retder inopersiive anything
the jexisiaturs might attempt to 49,

the sltuation iaet aeems Y0 be gen
eraly arcepted hy thors whe hav
!ziven the matisr carsful sludy. It
{5# impenast ts besr this anpareat
lu_consifering

Al o

effectiveness of thess safeguards!

event no provision was made for the:

at this tims Thnat in any event, I8 .

. Sany Iuvest Saviags. .
Of ‘gon 4+ the farmer nd

(1
owWBl. ¥ have No Igon L
thelr » iainga '-'llg- la“l
for ¢4 vu. M el them havy the
u\..n'nﬂllllmu..u
thair property on the Ochicoe pre-
JN‘-‘Q.. L L=l L
. Buch are the high Nla of
O:hul -:nuh #rwl seun uﬁ.
the anale to umg.t'.[ llllw
Byt far-teluhed. _p & ‘i.-."
The next article will Piek up the'
Alrivry of the Ochoey  profect a 2
racs thw eeries of evemts tLhat
v ugnt U guits unexpectedly, o it
JLurevt giatus.

TR T

-
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ke (CHOCO TRAGEDY
HASFIVE SOURCE:

Iﬁigatibn Project Starts
. Despite Warnings.

v

FARMERS NOW FAGE RUIN

Tos -
L

Engineers’ Mistakes Add to
" Construction Cost.

3

INTEREST RATE T00 HIGH

Lg ) b d
s

Post-War Oollapss . of Valses
" and l‘llo‘ BSafely Margin
_, AdSea Fyctors.
v @ A

238 AR

menmn

-

-d

‘FIVE S0URCES BLANED FOR
ocHoLe TROVBLES.
The Oragonian‘sinvest sailon
traces difficulties of Ochoco
‘project to five soureri
Irrigation weorke eonstruct=
od at peak prices during war
Fealrs . "
; ; . Eagilnesring mistakes plle
4 up costs; readily svailable ma-
; terial for dam gives saut.
Annus): aeverage . fow- of

4 sty 1 Ochoco creen $vesdstimate &
: Land waluss colispse after
T T
Original plang loft we mar-
thu of safety.

SYANEY 1)
-l .

L.-"-““...----.v"-lb------

4

BY HAROLD M EIME
Article Ne. B

»

The troub.es of the Ochoco irr!-

OWINg more than 1t bas the remit-

lend tham 1t has thy rrmote?

te {ive souUrces:
© piray Bve dzzigatieasyorke ware

Jmmah'ncul ﬂuﬁn;

at peal prices for r aod
AT e S

gatlon project. wivich : fisds !uttfl pearances om the ¢vié #f Decoming
wat chance of paying, and witk more; "% g Joe iy were Jubllant. tos, i

e S
chanoe of NTIEating, cad be triixi, tAuse thuy had worked out thelx

lh’ war pu:i:v&i

Fros PORTLAYD CREGONIAN Peceaber 15, 1926

| «Begonn = Englueetinr etakes |
triditigll T iling UP comstroe-
‘tiog coats. ‘Ther worl Berious of
“thess was the Cdlecovery, in mid-
pnnruﬂlm that 1#¢ near-by pock-
stz wt earth and Jocse roch which
were being sluiced inlo. the dam|’
ysd4 besn exhsusted. The vomple-
Lo wf the dam necasaltated Lhe
_oving of earth and rock & greater
e tanoe and 8t conslderably greater
espente than had been anticipated.{,
Assssl Flow Oversstimated.

. Thirg—Bstl ales af the average

.annsal flow of ibe Ocheoce creeki~

‘were over-ui misti In the ao-

senes ©f pCourBie measurcmentsly

over & touF pefivi of years, est!-
mates wore Lallt up on the basis

pvallabr. ut ry comparisons with
ether @7 aa Fuirly wsccurate
measuretsr nit Auring the lasi seven
TEATE POUW ap &average annual:
run-off of atout 3¢ per cent less:
thas the b.sls urigipally used
Fourth— 7 e golispse of land val- ¢
ves alteor Lus Way jaft au obliga-

of such 1o RUTERSDIE 8B WePe s |
!l

,;.xc.'d.l their worth bascd vu pro»!
Buctive possibilities and Iale war |
pitoss -Lot agricultural produdcta

¥ifio — Original .%nl f - the
projett left fne nWETEID of safety.
Origtsal crtimates ef courtructicu |
cosls Waie recognised 8. bolng
about all the.land would L.ar. ana
5 makes the projeci at all frasible,
these cosls wers spread over an
screage Lhatl wes recofnized na be-
img larger (he the acreage for
whick sufii-ieny waleT would ba
avallable year io and Yyear out It
way  ssspmi’ ‘Lat :the {farmers
conid wilasi.rnd & watler shortage
eocarians iy withoet © 100 seriou.
damags 1

Al (rimewille Rejoiced.
B owas ot pipes 7oars ago. early

in Octobs »t the; 8 was general
peyotctic o wad sround Prineville.
3 V-0 ¢ of » 325,000 bond -

sge has it barn turns erer to
e banne of the towR and the long
cher 2hiec  bOPeS of an irrigatiowd
sre) 1. With vast expanses o
LigE 7 productive lands, spparently
wers uscut to be realized i

Tue iy of Prineville was .'.“J
flowing with gvesis and good cheer.
The sun of presperily shoae bright=
Iy sad clearly ovsr all, and Prine=
wille. o'WAYS OD® of the best towng
is eeulral Orsgon, was to all ap=

-8 ety of considerable imporance

yoa  ealvation. . The government
worldsit irrigate _ihelr lands bes
caues Jg wos dev viag uil of ite ree
soupees 1o the, :

—

L tion agtinst Oohocd tauds that farid @

oy
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¥ Mick oC e bllod Jadd of

readily trrigable ¥a''-s tand wag
takem ©p moré Tha-. 4 va-ah sgd
and bad besn ”ﬂl) aslibtod ol
pearly s gemeraties  ar o time

jons began lo Lake By for &

gé irrigation projret a 130
sorsq of thess bottom lauds werd
‘being irrigated frem ihe floed wa.
ters of the Ochoco and wributary

I Alfalla ylelds Were Tromi I Yo
A !Dﬂ;!lq merd. wheat vam Toowd 15
— T— = T o —
€+t pur - to the scre snd po-
¢ 75 Lo §eT Lusheds. Th'?
sl - nrce ot profit in thowne
in:» was 24y, Sheop ani teof catile
T1. iand with the flood-water
t.eld s from 400 to $125

tatoes §°

Fiawils WA

& ooore : -
Wai.r fer firrigetion puYpores

was shundamt during e spring
and tariy symmer suonths, but later
fn the sumamer the ecreaks begsn to
drv up, and the tul] preductivensss
of tie lund pomld met be sitained,
Because there was no provision for
storing any of the early flood Wa-
ters for use SWCIRg the mld-pw
pells : .
‘r(,)- r-. whele, however, the farm-
era on thess 87w ucred of botlam
Jands Wers g prosuerous, doptented
whe oo n with ne @ittle

prople,
euspicion o the pioposal g qWal-
1:- tham ur im S8t propesed irrd-
galion o= e
by laing abent
The J
two-thirds of the -Tltm.tl-

wned or sbout 85,
}‘“:LM::.-. agh r::thdy :.:'n-
ausciive withoul wa ware rer-
n:lu- ferille lsnds and aboul half
of thix mres wes being Ary-farmed.
1 hea: yisids on the Agy farms wirs
about 1k bushela to the nere. Preof-

ets held forth the promise of much
beller dAFS
servey lssues W rutug,

s 19314 4¢he state of Oregon aad
the Uniwed Bisles reclarnation werv-
1. = cu-c)erated iz maEing 2 sgprvey
of tha di-* =, primarily with & vigw
of delorm £ the feasibility of in-
wading ~ 1 the guvernment’s Tob-
anme dea ATEE AL -

The r sits of Uhls survey, ea-
pounc~1 the following Yeafh indie
watid thrt 15.600 ncres ecoulll Be ir-
Figsied a. B cofl estimated st $61.30
&n ACre -

The report poimed out that “the
eni: of the project can probsbly be
Yori. by the land If intercet charges
on capitsl borrowsd for construc-
tiun do nbt exceed § to & per cont.”
*ihis wa+ the prevafling rats charged
on goverpment irrigation projects,
The wonay that bullt the Ochose ir-
rization works was borrowed at [
1T cent. e - o .

There weors gther mntes of warn-
fng 0 this repert, and the fact that
ihere waz r.o margin of safety was
yuit: apprient frewm ibhe firet,

A biyvis duty of waler (that ls an

- ox eedingly economiral and highly

ei1=jent u=a of walcer) WAL AS.
sumid, the «port called attention o
the fact sl reserveir Cosls per
scie of land o be lirigat-d would ba
bigher that on other projects; and
1hat the matimue acreage would
Jide Ta be figured on in crder te
Meop tha costs low enough te make

e 15&-“:1;,

propossd Ocheoo prejest was mat-
uwral meadow whapn the first vattle
men wont iafo the valley The more

-
\5 k- :
e an O
s oL 5

The itrt Thal o lry years fhsre
would met B
al! of the land war clearly
sul. The report mald: “It ﬂr
den! that fo/ Une bast eeonomld T
celopment of the land & sonsider-
sbic shortsse of water musmt i
times be borse. = Amy provision Tor
docrassing this shortags by provid-
fng rescrvole mapactty spfficient te
tuld the watsr #v9F (rom & Weol yeaf
mpracticabls om aeo-
the very high eoet et
Tihe ls ws of the sinte siready phe-
wided Lor Lhe creatiom of irﬂllﬁol
€i:lré1s along the smmme lines that
mufliclpalittes, schoel end highway
dlstricis afe gonstituted, and the ir-
riration districts were aoccorded
broad pewers 13 the matter of bullds
ing trrgeop works and lesuing
Yongs 10 provide tunds fer that per-
poie, apd i the levy ot taxes for
the - nt of interest and sventual
retirement of the bowds,
A mpovement wag sterted al onde
1 créate an irvigation distriet ‘of
the Deloco lands, asg. this was go-

fs o
o M

sufficient watsr for

complizhied ever the apposition of
ymagy of ithe bottomdund farmers
mnd’ relurtantly acquieaced fu by
others who did wmotl with to sppear
in the Hght of epposing & popalar |
progressive movement and onel
whi N was urged, would mean a
w;l”dnl !ﬁ ll& communlity.

] we sir fea ;
founded? = wu,-o:

. Mawy Farmers Ruiwed.

Taday their farma are rua éo
4%.1f lvestock \s gone, their ere'dl‘;
g vtroywd. Their tazos r» unpad
vocause they are too high to be pald
frim Yhe Inceme of thelr landa, Ink
nf paper v 'il never record the siory
of the Imdividunal tragediea They
are suhject o dispossession of what
they bave left through tax fore-
clovgre—uome have been dispes-
sersed 11 poes without saying that
the!r ssccetsorsy have only Inherited
thelr predecessnt™ troubles.

And this comes mailnly threugh
tlie pperation of the irrigation dis-
irict law which helds every acre of
lpnd In the distriot ttabie for the
wntire tndebtednes of tha distriet

Tha uext article will tell

f the
finanel .g and bullding of th Oeho a
irrigation systum, 3 m.;
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Responsibiity of Bong
Underwriters Showa

FIMAGERS DECT

¥

, _ : |
Saleguards for Investor
% Prove to JQBe _'Fuule. 4

.

CONTRACTOR TAKES LOSS|
All-Inclustve Contract Signed (n
1817 Foand to Have Dosal-
nated ANl Profect Affatrs.

-1
OCHO0O DEVELOPNENT Di-

" RECYED 8Y BOND BOUSE. J

¢ 'The Oregonian outlimes des}
belwean irrigation dlstrict
aaé Portland boud houwse.

' Bond unberwritars found to .

hawe soncccm ol Slosodtom uf Ala.
=RV CARL @S SINSTUIORE S U

- triet’y affalrs from astart

" Contrast designed to pre-
_leet investorg im Ochooo
beads.

‘Bond house ,ecerved right

& 't gward eonstructicom com-
' tréets 1

3 ~ Bend underwriters had

“agreament te shars in . pred-

ilu of "eontractore- - " - -~ 1

i ' Recommendations of eagl:

”ms ! (‘ FUTG A i
‘Conmtract was pontingent ow

L]

'

'

}

' . -
"ntuu atate’s pertification of *
, bonda, di1 =1

|
H
‘
L |

ire, v

—

.

- BY Ba
”~% h
The Ochoou Irrigation dis:riot,

71 e

4

‘ ¥rom the date of the sigeing of a
cantrac! with Clark, hendal!l & Co.,
¢ Portlanc bond hoise. represented
by kalph H. Bchneeloch, 1hen o part-
mar kv the firm, the Irrigation dip-
trict's part in the constiuctivn and
financing ©f s irrigatiocn works
war ponfined (o signing warranis
votiag mwore bonds. and, In Feo rn!

! troversies ihat migi ayige

Oregonian
Des. 16, 1926

The sams sdpflaSbntal
sleo required the gletrict 4y re
the Irrigation distriet's a
Jay H. Upton, durlng the lite of
ontract, and provided that e should
| represent the dlstrict ia aay. =

ihe disirict ARA tHy Demd
writers. - .
It anrpears that 4

|tered Ints before any bonds for nn-l

ithe district, and befors any applioa-|
w%.- had been flied with the state to be said, tn falroness Lo all mm%
“leartify the Ochoco bands. The pres!-

{tormed by the bond pndarwriters

jubbar-stamplag the acts of the bon’. - .

firm e ]uudeu'_nﬂ‘ IM:::!:I‘!'!I:::IC :‘l'
the contemplal e weu epe

The state of Oragon as will be upen Lthe atate's certifying (he

khows ia & later article. played & Ochoce bond issue. Thers was Be

scméewhat similar role. " law whaereby the state guaranteed *
Contvast Precedes Bond dsns llntonn oa irrigation distriet boada

&l tThat time. . il
The contratt referrsd to was en- Nasty Rumers Unsubstantiated. | -

Irespite the rather astounding
provislens of this contract it should

atruction purposss had bees nald b)

that The Oregontan’s invu;lrl.ﬂu‘;

> ubat e the ®

dent ang secretary of the Irrigation] "mars o] sxorbiiant pronts Seiibe !

@lstrict signed tiie contract for the|.rately stoddy constrectieon, oF)

Qistrict. and Mr. Schoseloeh signed 't! wilfui maadminintration’ of

for the bend firm  This wae on May blianket powers zreigned by the

19, 1931, cidedly unusus] contract Al %
Uonder thid contract the beng wp. LFPubles of the Ochoco, seemmindty

i w
derwritars assumed virtually full re- least, can be atiribuied to Rolty

ohvious causecs. y

eponsibliity for the construcilom cf In the Sbsence of any thigible
the irrigation worke. They waers tojevidencs of séand® the contract Is
award the contragis, mand it was ap-

b® interest principally In shedding
parently mutually understoed that

light en the responsibility fer the
.sins of omiseien and cemmlission
the bond firm wad to make arTaBge- Lhioh, with other clrcumstances,
ments with the contractors whereby|cumbined 1o put the Ochoeco projest
the bond house weuld share in the|in ia presept predicament;
construction profite This uncer-
Satety M}-M Bought.

f
standing was ticitly agreed te on 1y, parposs ©f the uwnjerwrilife
the grounds that the magimum mar- |, syeuming directien of the Préj-
gin of 18, per cont allowed 4y W o'y affairs, and mers particularly
for underwriing Srrisution gistrict ;3 apquming The Tespomsidility of
bonds would mot be adequats vom- constructing the irrigatiom werka
penaation for the eervices to be por- wes . udt _only 1o afferd ad o o
tenity to-share in the grofits ¢ e
eonsiruction comtracts; but at the
same time to protect the ultimate
ewners of the doads. The under-
writiag firm was thus placed ia &
ponition te sce that the ot
the bond lsiwe were sxpeuded Judld-
lously. m‘pul’mul the vedture
th eviry' 'mmannér s Jedgmest

Exgiseer’s Ealimartes Usad

The plsns upos 'which the ¢on-
structiot: was 10 procosd were those
recommendad .3y he enginesr - po-
tained by Clark, Kendall & Ca 1o
investigate the feas.bility of the
project, This e:gincer wag A J.
Wiley of Bolse ) =ai b long-

Mr. Wilsy's estimates of avallnble .,'::I::.::&n::{::hc:r‘:_ 'l'g:.mn &
water, u:-n'u :: irriFated, an@|Co. could mot by reached for his
specifications for m and camals | comman on, thls oo 1
wré A80DLea as the oasis of u.‘;‘ wiilie lt.t'lsrt of Portland, who
ocentraet. i w3 ’ the time of the Ochooe ‘transaction

Costs werd ‘apscitiod only in a] "Gtk .‘K?;’e-u & co..“u‘:.nmd
senera] way, the contrasl seitlng| s undarstanding of the purpese of
forth “that they might Increase S |

the contract
docretst 29 he work prog Dwtssst Eaginess Hrtaimeds

ng were st that ‘lwe “Incapavis of]  “Pursuant to that intent,” sald Mn -
%w meols ‘Inﬂh“" boan £ = Clark, “we retalned A “-“m “4
¢ Sootradt alsy Bolse ms our consslting engimesn.’ '

wesstraciion plans might be “medi-l Mr. Wiley was presumabdly the best
ﬂ“) “‘“" 6F added to daring ! engineer we oould have engaged Ms
progresd of the work upoa wriften’ was recognised as (he - foremont
gsolioq fregm the preject engimesy ai reclamstion b:nglnoor s :‘n .l:;u.
seigin Bhohy . ¢ - iy . e sl cd v "1
:;_. ' = “:g ;;-.__2 _‘::fnumbor of big Iirrigatien enters

- =il
R e R e o, rises, and was consulting enginsed
the sald Clark. Kecdall & Cuz, | DF'*Ih S it 2t

. _ ..iof,'hs United Biatss
' mﬂmm&' !ul"vl_ o« e &
"A supplementar contract, e-teredly o le Ralh Schnes phost,

. (@lractly in charge of the 000,
inte three Woulhs aft-rwards and matfer, having had soms experience
Just bafofe the bond Louse bo ght with irrigation development In -

paratively littie to do with the

g es of mistakes and elfcomeran

. iBat has brougat It 1o Its pre-em
| Salm a8 32 of Oregon's most ca

- sficueng Irrization disirief fallu
PR 8=

AT

E’krup\ and shert of waier. had

the [ Ochoce bond lasue, ipeci.- southerr Idahe, 1 happea o ¥m
fled thal the Preject enginser, R INSL Dr. Behneslech interested
W. Baa sbould “Be retained by the TvBUY Hrothers

district 'and Dawe charge 'of sal8
apu?p- C @
A A e, *- -l

S
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Twoly Brothars wes resognined 8
be a8 Bound sn@ reladle a coRdrEc-
;tioa company a5 we could get
~Clark, Kendail & Co., by the way,
414 pot get 10 ahare ia an COAStIuc~
tioa profits. becauss there wery
aons, Twoby Brothers lost WMOReYy
s the ocmiraot, and pulied oft the
b Becanse of Glsagreemanis over
ymenis, and the irrigation distriet
profited to the extent of thalr
lonses.”
The story of the negotiations that
resultpd 1 the siate's ertifying the
Ochote bends will be told omorFow.

Deceaber 17, 1926

———

OCHOCO DANGER

GIGNALS IGNDRE

Estimates for Project
Stretched Too Far.

e ————————

WATER T00 “THIN' FOR LAND

———————

Government Figures Shown
Now to Have Been Safer.

Was Justified Found Ove of
the Seriows Troables.

p—

REFORT OF GOVERNMENT }
AND STATH JIGNORED.
Ochoce troubles begin when
conclusions eof stats and rec-
lamation service are scrapped.
Boad firm sbides by recoms-
mendations of prominent, &=

ENGINEER AN OPTIMIST]

-.:"_ %

expensive than governmant
snd mate report declared
economically foasible.

BY HAROLD M. 8148
. Article Ne. 4
The wroubles of the Ochoos irei-

sation disirici dsis baoh W the day
thé recommesdations of the bend
flgm'e engineer srate subsciiuted for
the jusiens renched by the stale
anl She United States {reciamation
sprvide In ibeir jeint mvestigoties -
of: the prejoct.
: te which

The "sireteking™

the ettimates »f tha state and gev-
ortment were subjected marked the
beginaing of & leng chals of 8i111-
ouities—soms Uhe Tesuit of out-and-
ol mistaies, ang others wholly ths
| resuls of circumutances.

i Neverthaless, they all contributed
te plilng up the cost of the ferige-
“tlon works and the inciusion ot
mers lend - the project thaa there
wss weatsr for. . :

. Prominent Engineer Esgaged.

. Clark, Kendall & Co. & Portiand
! bongd house, after entering negotia-
| Uoms  with the directers of the
‘ Ochoga Irrigation distriet with- 8
view of fizancing tha oonstruction
of the Irrigation worka, retained
A J. Wiley of Boise as conaulting

Dam doctied on wes mmore g 05.000 acrs feel. SENSs¥Sent years,
; apprextmately eorrest

sores.

‘the 10.300-acte estimals wou

show (hat the origimal sstimats

The amount of lasd % be trri
was emablished by ‘LK aly -
government at 13300 _asses as oY

deavering o detormine this
duripg the last feW momtha,
thetr joint pepott i
.vphlh in o Low_

quently sxpanded agsin, 1
time to approximately 23,000 scres
- the pressmt acresge of su
srrigable land included In L ’f'.
ect. i S
Dam Big Ceosslderation. i -y
The Ktate and government's Tepo
“deciared with conslderable amphasis
that It would @ot 22 sscnnmteally

¢, . nitle te bulld a dam higher tham
156 reet, which Lelght would provide
& rtoragr capacity of 40.000 acre foet
cf waler The consulting wug'ieer
ricommended & dam eight feet bigh«
er. tu impound 47,000 acre fecl. hid,
of course. Involved a much preater
cosl, requiring = much larger dam
fm order to carry the acditieard
height.

Other discrepancied detwednm
theory ané practice might be polnted

enginaer. Mr. Wiley was perhaps
the beal kaown reslamastion ea-
gineer in the nerthwest.
. It should be explained here that
Clark, Kendsll & Ce. was then &
. partnership composed ¢ witiis K.
Clark, Walter KXendall and Ralph H.
gchnesloch. The partnsrship sub-
sequently was dissoived. The pres-
ont cerporstion ef Clark, Xendallt &
Co. d4oes met include among its of-
Sdire any o8 tha formar -parinefs.
and was, a5 3 matter of fact, Incor-
porsied subsequant to the Ochoco
;no‘.umlnnl. g Bk O S

Why were the original state and
gorernment estimates “stretched ™"

' Margis of Bafety N

The state sdd goverrment repert
pointed out clearly that there wad
ne margin sl safety loft by thelr

Incimsion of Bigger Acrcags THAR ooiimates and that the project was

feasible only If held within those
estimates and findnced at a low
rale of interest. . P

Mr. Wiley's recemmendations ane
pot rontemplate materially reducing
the Tostl per acre of the lani to be

”W-——.“M" trrigated; they 418 not contembplale

incressing the amount of waler to
»e mede avallable for sack acre of
1and, nor did they provide groater
sssurance of having that amount of
waier availabls year tn and year awt

Nevertheless, ihe original  eati-
males Wware siretched Instead of
shrunk. Everythlng was sirelched

gineer of its owh choles.
Denger signals ignored.” !’

_ 'Gevernment’s maximuim %

T"Elrn-qn ~gtretched.”

“Watcer mupply estimale

Faised mearly $0 per cent. ¢

Proposed irrizable screags

—axcept the guantily of waler pro-
possd te be dellvpred Lo cach pore
of land.

- Origlasl Vatimatirs Bafer.

The state and government’s sall-

“the Utiopn crreX was strelched from
44800 acys feet Loguivhlent ¢f wales

R ‘i‘;ﬁ?—“‘# *%399

1s0 K ‘ i
ﬂmr:{. }:.lah.-m gwn‘l! _

3

mate of 1he average an:ual flow of the

lout, such ar estimates of the resers
voir losses Lhreugh evaporation and
copame, a4 joseg) 18 the canal £Tw:
Thaps - eas- in-the u‘l;;-l
COTATRAESR. Mﬁ-‘& tagether
with'the Jner .oont o Bouytrie-
tgm ustpwup-ﬁtww
ma renalted’ Aw préjost's
cost betng slmost twidg the
set By the goviramant mng 'l.iil
which figure Rit 5] the '
imeaatime it ‘developss t ‘tnntend
of water_sufficlent to Arrigate 18-

FRLOOD ROPOS~ - rmse mers i T =
When it is recalled that the joimt '
geport of the state and federal/
veclamation s w
its estimates of e
the land could poasibly pay eut. sud
then only at a low iaterest charge,
£ is not diffienlt te us what
has happdpat ‘Mg the

«—and .
: n whyq:

e e L dvures vty
Mr, Wiley's i .
accepted by he Tk

&
rigation district &

struction of tbs irrigs

with no effepital

85 Lo comp. . H - -
All that remalnsd was to ot the

ptate's certification o tha o

which the A ted. |

This was tia} condition of ! -
be : sovagnized

at

hat bond

Sble ko sn!l the

ing !u‘buc without .
glon.®.

The

the

g

frri gi:.lon{ ‘dlstrict,




i
}

= ptsle OfMieers Ak ” Rtate officials shown as not |
Appileation was flied with the fr- unhesdful of danger si¥uals.
gatiom seourities pommiseion for Reputation of pond [.rm's
he "ﬂznlm"“h:".'m;l”:':fhz: snginesr carries welght in J
2:3:-90 T .ou investigaled A8 getting state’s apprroval
Fequirsd ‘.! The allorneys Warning sounded as to need
{ﬁnonl nlrl I‘:H“l‘:t In Uﬂ: of judiciour mansgementl
all procesdinga
snginesr submitted a repetl o8 She l“‘ll..ﬂll- of [irrigution
snginserinag phases of the preject distriet's directors cnuses skep-

The siale sagineer, tmm“-t Uelam.

sneral and Lhe supe ont

nks visited the project te repert om::n ":“" ‘:”':""
upon ita gemeral feasibility. for oertification of

One olbher thing they were
quireg -py 4ow be dotermine: That
Lhe §? m in bends proposed for BY HAROLD M SIMS.
certiftcation éves pot ucaid l;.ror p -

at of the mggregate msriet ue vilele V. -
t; the jand) within the district and| Owners of Ochooe frrigation dls-
;t the irrigution works proposed toltriet donds and settiers em ¢the
‘be oonatrueted with the procesds of | Ochoce project both show s marked
‘the bonds disposition to hold the state re-

The results of this iavestigation
are timely beosuse it was em the sponsible for their respective pre-

Dasis of these reports that the --|disaments

gification and seal of the state of| Seemingly ea the road to pros-
Oreagon FITst gel oa the dacks of a! perity ta 1911, the settlers tegether
buvch of boods that today P"’"‘N' with the bond houss that propssed

are weorth oot more thas 38 40 oF o g,0500 the project, Insiated oa ﬂh.k'v and the dapger Mgnele

50 centg on the dnollar,

. by their Joint’ o |
This phare of the Ochoco Csal in ranning past the signals pet agstus ‘. ted By L Joint veport. =

Vahich the state has & vital intercst, them by the atate’ and federal
L'Al ve fold im the next arijuis. reclamation ssrviss.

With the end of the road In sight, -

and the terminal appesring to he
- Evenomie Bulclde Instend of Pros-
Jecember 18, 19" perity, the state is blamed for hav.
ln besn persusded to iwsus the

IRRIGATIONFEVER 55z = e

sal Meant Failure.

N 1917 RECALLED e

knocked Into & cocked hat And
probadly no one will take exeep-
tiem Lo (he statement that every-
bedy concerned would have been

'Spirit to Reclaim Strong| vetter orr 1061y ‘na. hat very

thing harreaned to this particular

L. . at OChOCO’S Start- "'br: :‘ll\:l.’ of cOouUrse, Wasn't very

L ikely 10 weppir. The vertificatl
- w ves + =md with the vbject «

stsl

eniMuUreg ' & ~tviamation In Oregom

STATE BACKING £ LY WON|55750 5 s

State Now Demounced.
1 ' %Whhe ta u et to th. Ochoco
. proje-t moortly the writer listened
i to'a densuclrtion of the state fer
Bond Holders and Settlers amving cortified the Ochooo bonds
z T9e spealer was & direstor of the

- Now Blame .rem " irrigation district at the tims of ita
§. ; 0 @ tnepptios, and ls still & member ef

J A e N the. bosrd .
: 1 - f Tnis quesiion was ssked him:

.

i 1 “What would have happened 1f the
EUROPEA. WAR FACTOR frrigation securities commission had
9 yetused te certify your Sonds?™
Bl S 7 : it . Xhe director thought s moment.
i : . #Well, | guses wa'd have lobm
thom,” he Answared - ...
. Uodee Preseure UM.
here is nolhing Ia Lhe reccorda,
hawever, to indicate that any undue
pressure had to he brought teo ob-
taln the cartification of the Ochoce
bobde =
There le eovidensy nvorthleu
thart the securitiep commission, o
which conyated of the state en-
b\nr ey -risierf=nt of banks and

nu a2y xr »n.,?.
.!T_A“ HEBMTANT PARTY 1IN Bo@ ) ('

| " OCHOUO MATTER. WAL 2
 Owners of Ochoco bonds and ”‘*“"ﬁ @
'_Iuc _show  digposition 1o -
ttuo hl' tnubllt gk g

ger BlE™E we Were

tarp—A J. Wi of Bolms, 1

Rl Nol 8% un-

TR oy

+ Outivek ot Tigme Favesable.
The facis that sopfroated the se-

eur'ties commission at that 1!
were thesr. The irrigailon distriet
had negoilated & comtraet with u)
fisencial house for the constructiont
the irrigatica spetpm-—gen

halied a8 quite an :
S, B ot B
n :
recognition In

Yo engineer Dooh setained
he firm that propawed tg disvct and
iaance the construstion vorr 2:

& approved of thess 3
d uuo :na te og the
ject:. .‘. rokil=

inu of th distriet 'w wilhl

xious, m tact-=tie me the
ligntion againet thelr. M

the bonds represented,::: - y

-ﬁ .pmu. n m §

.utlo. L

aﬁu n

.C
W‘llcy'- pbl .hh- of ~hm
sligiaeser's own lavestigstion
opsration with  Abg . Mltudﬂ

! Water Estimates Revited.
Mr. Wiley's plans, toe,’ Were’
ly fortified br s teviden the
ter supply ecatftmalss ' THhig e
vision wsa made by Fred F. Nan-
ahaw, sagineer In cha of water
messurements for the United Biates
gpverament in this distriet. '

The osate enginétn, Joha N
Lowis, st first showed an inclinas
thon to stand by his origiaal come
clusions, or, ia any evenl, te
te ealy slight medifications
Lewls stood pat, he might have
been “mobbed” as ths Ochood
rettor naively suggested, but

43

(fhoee problem today would havd
leen comparatively essy of polution.
cRui, “owing is he discovery and
preseuintioa of new Intormatien as!
to water supply, area of ‘irrigsted]
lands, ete., mnd 1o changed comndls
tions dus to the sntry of the United
Ktates Into the Ewropean war,” to
guote from Mr. Lewis r:z:ﬂ. the
stale engimeer approved
bllity of project on the h-u’l
Mr. ley’s recom I
“Under un chan e.ldll.lo‘..
due to the entry of the United Bistés
in the Kuropsan war, it I8 apparent
that farm products have tly In-
creaned In walue” the state om-
gineer said’ “This ccaditian will
doubtlless continue for man nm
to ecome. It is thersfore Heved
that thie project is foasibie from the
atandpoint of tha water uoe?, wiills-
ing private capital threugh the
sgsncy of the ierigatien ‘uu-mj
law

Evea then the state enginesr ap-}
pears to hava made n-vﬂahl
reservations. 'Me 4t leamt
final note of Warniag:

It shouid be remen mq
ovee, that the directers vader
rigation district law kave, %88 rnh.
ne prirvious eox
such largpe-scale snterprises. The
are thus many omnnm- for.
error and losa.

“While ummu th Ynl«t will
make good. there Is Jikelfhood that
it may cost constderable |n execess)
of the present estimates throughj
cegnu. ull;ltu »” -nluu;l:.

“We must, however, asgump that].
the @irectors sad officsrs axer-
clye diligence and uriposn
% m:menx ln 1 thelr IIC
Y21
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300008 Meis oz Reserve,

The Ochoco irrigation @istriet had ' Improtement of Secarities’ Wands

tequested the siais te osrtify to|
bonds to the amount of $900,600 and!
§$706,000 of this wae deemesd wuffi-
elent to bu!id the t-rrigation works. -
The remaining 9800,66¢ was to com-

o R A

Langsage of Lgw Flais, h.-tl

This exprussion of Intent—whats

wvar quarrel some ptm may h". i
with It—1n ary event squares wilh' .
the language of the certificats, the -

ing Ubrlous Purpoe~; Band
Man resenta Views,

n.u-'s:‘- ressTve ageinst emed- ey y " Junguage of the law previdiag ‘_.; b o
":':; eertification law provifew that o _ b i its use, and apparently with n.l.' "

shall not eertify to bondw in excess
of 89 por oont of combined valuation
of the lands angd the proposed Irfl.
gatiom worka

B. G. Bargewt, superintendent of
‘banks, and Atterney-GOenera]l Balley
visited the project. The puperin-
tondent of banks reported thal
| §994,185 was the limit to which the
reommission could legally ge In
| gertitying Orhoco bonds The &t
|torney-general was less optimistie,
setting his Mmit at B861,350, al-
thou the later modifisd thig suf.
ficlently to. lot the §500.006 come
under his limit
| The reports of both the atterney-
yEenera] and the superintendent of
banks polnt cut that judiclous mans
agement would be essentisl I the
project ware Lo aucceed.

Theas reports «re all a matter
of offieln]l record, ard wers avall-
able 1o smyone who wanted to In-
vertigute before 'utirg land on the
project  ¢r Imvest ; “hoCa
bonda

On August 14, 1207, the Orepgom

the irrigation securities vemmission a’

p a—— -

] dorsuanting of e Tagitlitons v
voted for this laW, °. e 5
n-r:fu nothing tu the languags .
of the law, the language of the
serttficate, or the apparsnl unders
standing of the legialatgre Lhat ad- , L4
_scted 1L, to indlcats thsi this cer-* %
"tifleation "was Intenfed A5 & guayei
‘snlse - <4 -4 A } =5
On the other hand It undoubledly

‘was intenfied 10 Berve RotICh I!'El‘
world that the stale of Uregon 4

undertaken to safeguard the Invest-

&

CERTIPICATION INVOLVES "

‘  STATE IN TANGIEX'

“ Bixth of series of articles o8
state’s ‘ifrigation problems
shows Intent of ' coertWicatien
‘h‘. .

Proposed projects required
te obtain approval! of Irriga-
tion securitiss commisgien.

Bond lssye llmifed to 59 per
‘eent of value of land avd 1ri-
Eative works. b it

W

menl to the extent of having the}] =

' . o p ;M ey-general :
r* elate sngineer, the altorney-g =
ﬂc.rlurlm::. ::::.‘:or ‘:’:ull. and the superintendent of banks, “in
f .:: n( e pursuance of weald act,” exmmnine
un -

projects for which the ﬂ-ruﬂm(logf
of bonds was proposed. : i
IThe eertification law Mself pro-|
es that these officlals must sal-
18ty themseives that the plans for
the projest mre *f ™ It
[ quires that they shall inguire inte| -
such matters as the supply of avail-

Presumed . safegusrds resmy
dered Ineffecfive by war con-
ditions. " -

Owpers of bondrs regurd cer-
tificate as guarante: and ask
state to make good on lopses

Irrigation securiiis  conm.seion
certified the 4960000 Ochuro Lopd
Isaus. Aftzr hav'iig ‘nhen the flrst
step, the state Bule-yuently ecertle
fied other lssues: First,
then §150.000, then §100000, and

finally §74.000 mors, these sums be- tl_hﬂ u& state of Oregon permitied

ing needed 1o eomplete the projest|tle

r L =
:J:_Lﬁ'm Lirst 3!00_.000 bad Levo sx la et bonds M ahal It says, the bonds proposed te be certified

“Whai state certificaticn of jrri. OF Wesnb whst e pripent owRers go mot exceed #4 por cemt of the]
Eativn bends iv and what 1t risans fgf ¢

will be discunsed In the mext article.

Ht

200,000, ' wWhpther the official certificate

able water, the fertiiity of the sollj
and the prasticabliity of the pro- é :
-~ posed Irrigation systam. - 3 1 =*

Haviag satlsfled lhouu_l;u that] . -
the preject s “Teasidie™ they Y e
, aftized o Seripin MrTigation o ired to satisty themselves =2,

BY HAIOLD ‘IME.
Arfiels Na. 6.

the béuds say iher sssumed it §d “aggregnte matket valme™ of
of means what'Rhey nssuimed lands to bs Irrigated and the ¥rriga-
_imply, fs = question that (¢ tion works pwoposcd Lo he bullt.

| Actually Gr-ranteed. -

ferthboming - logisiature ' s [‘Wmerl
"than llkely o be asked to luk&_

;- The cértificate éa pripied on The;
bagk of each bond I,

type; It is signed by the secretary|
of siate, and over hiy mifmature u‘i

SHTE AT ==

The istent 67 the law providing

OCHOGA FINANGES 2 sz s

December 19, 1326

nfunicipalitids, schod! and highway,
dlsiricts, and othey governmential

- W

— e

o . sy o g units, making wuch irrigation dis-
= . 1] . " -3 ‘triet bonds a ~legal lnvestment™ for
Bonds . Cemﬁed, Not all fends over which the state ofi

: ? erclses some degree of Jurtsdiotion.
Through this recognitiom of frri-
gation district bonds It was assumed
that Oregon  irTigatjom securities
* ' o weuld bp stabilized. It was recog-
: = nised that irrigation sscuritiss gen~

LEBISLATL FAGES TANGLE i s i o ¥
: e i 1he investing publie. The urge fof
e % AR F e

1
» Es 9

%e reclamstfvn of {ha staten arid
7 lands v 28 running strong in Oregop

i [ —
at the time. ind It was boped that
threugh this recognition—with pres

& Responsibility Un-

_“der Irrigalion Law Up,
¥y Q ‘[J_"?_" %L z '_'._.-( A :‘:-_
PEE Bl

This last prevision was presumed
te be the “clinching” safeguard. In
ordinary circumstances It wot/ld ap-
pear Lo operate to keep this Indebt~
ofngas eof am Irrigatiom Ilnrl-t
within safe bounda " £ g’

It 1s only ressdnatle t6 meswvme|
that the state wap fully as Con-f
oarned with the safegwarding of the
trust funds over whie¢h it exercised
Jurisdiction aad which ugrh the
certification law {1 ope the way
to be invested In Irrigatliont seagris
ties, as Jt was with the -ﬁo’lnnri-
Ing of the bond for the sating
publie - ;

“Gearanter” Not Indicated,

But at no time, ner 'n any way,!
di4 the state directly er Indlr s
indioate that there Mcm‘l‘?
it sndeavored to set up, should b
oonstrued as a gIsrantes that the
state bound itseif, legally or Mmoo
ally..t» make gued any losses thet
might be incurred through inveat-i
ment In owch bonde. LT v
_ In the case of the Ochoco project
fa particular ‘thess : safeguards
might have proved offective had it
20t been Jor three thingas =
First—The war, #iih 118 meco
ing laflallos’ of land wvaip
awd pubsequent dellation.. The s
guard provided by the 59
bonding Iimitall




Bocond —~The siru'vod  orpifemis
i that 48 brouzht v ‘esr on lend
g-. 3 walues by citlzces f & guestiched

wrivate standirg » .¢n they ap ien:
. B appraiserer for a privaie canuse
) Defere a public tLourd

Third—-The unf-rtinst.
trrigation schemes
il to werk o
they do on pap--

Provisien “~t l".nh
The ftellowing ;. 1be pro
by Iw for the ivrtifieantd

}m‘ulon district bonds:

tm—— ey, @ecreinr’ of Lhe obats

horedy corify that ths with!
b ta secercance with pa et
legisisture of Oregoa a

fart thnt
onlty tan pfter
in fee! 'l way

e y——

TR O

ot

whenever the
tpality thay be se
Boing bititded - to - swa
wWiege by viriue of as unmluuo-
' the wtate caginmear, (90 numr Nu
“:u the -npm-uum o7,

H o

a8 security fer .the .OMK of
meaey 18 ths bDanks of pand santle.
! of Etate of Owegen.) .

1 te af the Feere of Biate)

Moat ef the Oregon trrigutiow dte
triet bonfis were eold In Cailfernia .
Thé head of a Bap Franclec:
house who has A&pDeared

| times aa the rrokesmar

neveral!

for the
bendholders war asked for an ex-

] pression of ‘heir viewpoint. The

| following extrac-ier ’rom "hiz 4etter
gtve that viewp iz

"Wounld B! an inrestor lavae
pertect gight o assuma thsa- 'hl
state of Oregon would nc! irteve-

oably indoree any bonds as suitable

most sacred truat funds unjess those;
bands were actuslly and unques-
tianably entitied to msuch indorse-
mant?

{ , Clamse Held Not Qualifying.

“There 18 ne qualifying rlause
whatsosver atiached 7o 'his rrate
indersement—no surgestion that the
staternents mads in this state rertif-
leats &re merely cxpre=sions of
opinionm and not! gunrantead.

*“In my opinion ail 1hat »as neces-
sery feor amy bond saiesman o de
to Intsrest Investors

Cregom Irrigation district
was o show hle prospect cte of
the stats ocertificates Indarsed rn
each of these bonds Thers way
nothing the salmrvman could poswt-
Ply havwe sald to ) i= Lrosgnect whioh
weuld have constituted & more gA-
qualitie® rocommendation or in-
dorssment ' 'he tnndg than €is
indorsement . h 1= stete of Oregon.

g volved. s ilere amy doubt that ft;
wouid be tho béwi Kind of business
from the vsiate of Ovegor’'s stamd-
point to take whatever lepislative
Mape DAY Prove Decesshr” Lo Fe=
store confldence Im pullic 1> prove.
maat bonds of Qregen?

; *To my mind, the mort inmportant
thing for Oregon te do Is (v decide
oR some definite plan of sailon,

.'f&u. schasl .dis-.
m. of, Orego » nuun of
aot. Tae 'ltlhm ‘qo

ud-

tiond )

for widows and orphanr and the '

l|
and bankas'

generally ia buying state-sp roved '
pvopds

i f Quirk “Actiom Trgede i
[ - “Forgettinx ary moral fasues n-|

December 20, 1026

JCHOGE GUNTHM}T
NOTSTATE Tk

Oregon's Policy One of
Non lnterference

P

S e —————

ﬂcclal Supervision Escaped
Under lrnoatior: Law.

i -

VOTERS ALSO TAKE HAND

Interest Gaarai
tional Amcudm
of Boad- '

=t After Most

! Ly -] faold.

- — -

STATE EXTENDS I | NTHER
AID TO OUHOUV PUOIECT.
Saventh of The Uicgonian’s
frrigation articles shows state
teok mo part in corsiruction
of Oehoce srrigation werka
Consiruction gnd finaneing
arranged between @istrict and

bond house
‘Law does ot contemplats
state's  “policing” irrigation

districts’ netivities.

War prices and snglnesring
mistakes pils wp (\c!\oc‘o ays-
tem’s costa.

Qregon guarsa‘ecs jtterest
on Ochoce md; af'n i-onds

are sold. -

suu icep' agres moent ‘nd
advances §i08.5:5 lntereat.

District enabl:e Lo -tep Up
{nterest on stats loan.

MSIUHY UF mﬂ BEVIEWED‘ sagineer of urquestioned stasdin

1 ny Constitue .ma the job

- ¥

b dio Whw A -*Mdd\ﬂ
At oo time @i 22 vsuime 6 supere]
vise the constreetion of Lhe brriga-|
ton works, ur 16 Bpprove sr dlaap-i
prove of suginoering or ﬂ--n
details. & !
Interferensy Mot m A
There §s nothing e g Orqoi
irrigation distriet law o jusiify
such interfervacs oa the part of
state authorities sxecept under es¢
ceptinnal cirbumsisness. "And, as had
‘heen poinied out heretoforsg neth
teg has boen ‘Sueotered i ting
gross mismanagemadt of fraed l&,
tbc Ochoco wmatter. , &
The irrig-* -n .17~ bhad onun‘"
’ulo a semirzzt w,  (he Houd Wduse
i that propu:ed tinance 1he oone
'ltruc!lon ;- 2vain; the boad (irm
posed 1o nrucesd on the ‘basis of
piuu lcnlowd 57 a recloamation

LI

ah sngineer of the bond fitm's o"
tull reaponsibiiity ter Lhe tw«
szpenditure of the wmeney; and
waa to sward kil camstruction cea
Wisely oF unwisely; s ou ﬂo'o
14, the state procreded on the theory
that tnasmt:h ss the financial house
at
a mutunally sat!'sfactory mu-on.l
tt was et the business of the stasw
u supervise flnancial and engineers

selection: the bend firm M A

“’lcll. e . J |

and the land owners had artiwed
arrangements, oF Lo ARG 't.

Four days after the Siats certls
flsd the first issus of Ochoce lrrigas
tien Gistrict bonds Ralph Bohsesler
partner of 1hé tirm of Clark, K
asll & Co. of Portiand, annowsced
‘tha purchass of the §30 008 bond
issws by & syndicats beaded by
_ugephens & Co, of Ban Francisee,
i‘amd Lhe Portland firm. 3

AL the same timgq Mr, Bchneslobh
apnounced the awarding of the cone
tract tor the Irrigation aystem o
Twohy Brothars Coistrucilen eomy :
pany of Pertiand. g

. Prejeet Detailn Reenlled L :

Plans provided for the bufldlag of '
| & sarth-fill dam 128 feet high >
' uryln‘ in length from font
| the bettom to 1000 feet garvons t
top. The dam waj to Y T
de at the bare and
l'.lﬂ.. The réssrvoir :m m..
tpr would impousd 7,099
of watsr—sWfEient wa ’g.“
adbly for the irrigation 't ”,

{ sores of B ey o et v

The oomuel alse called for the
puliding of 13% miles of Anal The
1 cans) was supposed to be comilored
by May 1. 1018, and ;,M fam by

!

b =

BY HAROLD M. S:ME
Artlele Ne. T,
"mpression

the gereral

with the abrolute minluue o dpe
lay, and get thig sote hooled o ‘b.
" soming sesstion ol ho lv;mi
without fail.
“The longer It Ie. wru t' to

#irag the more sopeloss Ui 1ee.aln
‘20 becomes. 2nd tht mm; rn'ly LTI
1 interested.” -

- The story of the blﬂ‘ﬂhg
- Ochooo 1ir tion sunm

rg. OWROTE vl Ochoo:- frrigstivs dlnric

bondz 'y slatc of Urnicn “_
time a-" ped %e HA L3y
>l'lﬂl'l anty

Contrary tv what sppears to be
smong |

May 1. 1018} »'L
Ascording o oeh

goal per acre .‘ irrigable
1 would be §it.30-—a tatal cost el
.rwm“" 500,000 for the,
“.“ average punuai interest
"m‘ ba less ithan S?!.“Wlm
the anpoal unu.nvth. hd.‘-'
ti‘

ntersst and rslirement ,_lf__"\l'l
nd 'oul 3veu¢n ]
: .atating and malat
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I ‘

| 8uthorized by sw. This ngreemant,
jentered into o fier moat

| Ochoto doidn aad been ascld,” the

@nil  On Januaty' 1 ILTRERE
Was Legun on the dam

Labor and msterial costs, due e
WAr conditione. soom sutdistansed
al] eriginal estimates. The enginser
revised the pians for the canal This
conl §70 000 more, According to the
eonstructien company,

Huge pumps wers goed to alevate
Water (0 the earth phs mbove the
dam. Frem Lhese pits ths doose
earih #nd roek were sluwiced down
into the forma Thesa pits became
sxhausied. 8 consiruclom com-
poRy was ﬁl&-d ta move s equip-
mend Lo % other sMe of the
canyon-—anether sxpensive proceed-
ing. Boon those pits wers sxhauated,
snd still the “dam was ,far., from

Abparestly the

C Ba e
riz) would have Lo be brought trom

& distance af half & mile, at an ale-
vation of 308 feat above the dam’
Fxpenalve PUmp Installation wounid
be necessary. There was difficulty
over payments and the construotien
company threw up the job

Twohy Brothers brought suit
agninst the diatrict and the bond
firm for 848,701, which thay con-
tended was still owing them. They
contended that the Lond houps war
holding eut $38,785, which amount
i1t was claiming as its pwn. The
bond firm, as pointed wvut ip g pre-
ceding mrilcle, had an agrasmant
with the gouastruction company
wheraby it was to share in the
profits—an arrangement thet ap-
Pears o have been agreeadle to the
irrigatien district and undarstood
&L the time the contraet with the |
boad house was signed

te maise the money. In addition te
this sum, the atale has had to ad-|
vEnce §48,947 as Interest on its own
bonds.

Mr. Behnealoch, partner of the
bond firm, aided the district in ob-,
taining Lhe interest guarantse of
the bands.

Thea came thoe crash.

“Warfare™ botn in

With a bonded Indeblednces of
nearly & million and & half dellars
(atmeost gouble the original esti-

mates), the bottom fell owt of land
values; the botioms ecame looss
from some of the canals; the reser-
volr filled only Lwo years out of the
seven since [la completion; canal
capacity preved Ilrsufficiont to de-
liver water in the volume neeoded to
save crops; ¢rops burned up; farm-
ers abandoned crops om large por-;
toms of Lheir lands; tha bettom.
dropped oul of the price of what
the farmers ralsed: Interest was
dus; bonds began 1o mature, and|

sy Jev' roared,

If #v¢ coul headas were nasded
on the ' nueo 1o protect the inter-
LT tl vuncerned. It was then,
Instenc  varfare flared up between
inndby s and the fTarmers. "i'hlaI
will ba viscursed 1u the next -rtlclu.j

Decemder 20, 1936 .

Suit Ia Dismissed.

TWohy Hrothers' suit waa
=missed ou & iechnicality, the court !
holding that inasmuch as the conm- |
traet bad been awardsd without
calling for bids, It was llegal.

A contract for completion of ths
dam was them entered Inte with
the Puget Bound Bridge & Dredging
company, and oa July *s 1520, th.
frrigation system was Presumunbl,
complete,

In the meanUme the riate had |
certificd Euccesslvely to additfonal |
bond issues of §206,000, 7150000 and
$100.000. ang sty later. Decemrber 8,
1221, to the final jerme of §75.000
bringing the tota] of Flato-certified
Ochoco bonds Lo 51,425,006,

888 certifitmtiora were svth-r
ised on the strengihn of advane ¢
land values due e wa: ecnditie: o
BOW Appraisements showing (.ome.
what convenlently, it appears) that
the aggragate value of lands and
Propored irrigation works was mere |

dle- | ¢

|Irrigation Security Buy-

PLOT T0 S"RINK
 BONDS 15 TALKED

.ers Formulate Charge.

W"I

State Officials Linked With:

$12,000000 AMOUNT

than double the value of the bonds
offered for oertification.

1a 1919 the voters of the state’
apprived coastitutional mou‘s‘
meat providing for Lthe rantess
Ing of Interest om o-nu!d Irrigas’
tion Qistrict bonds por 8 perind of:
Dot o exceed five Fears.
wes urged, would give the Sottlers
Ol nasw irrigation Projectas an "'I
bortunity to get on their feet finam-
clally before Yelng confronted 'lth‘
interest Paymenta, Pursoant te
Ihis arrangement the Btate agreed
to pAY the Interest on Ochooo bonda,
first for g period of tweo years, and
then for the whole five years

of the

slate has kept to the letter.

It bas
Pald  out 340,548 as

interest on

| Ochaca rouau ireuing

L its own boads'

BERLE B

State Moepe Agreement.. ||

This, 1t ¢

“Conspiracy” in Uchoco.
ey = Lt T

4
& -

i «

,TWO-FOLD PURPOSE SEEN|

Atm Pictured as Tnyiug te Get
Investors 1o Awcept 30
 Cents on the Dollar. -

:

BOXD OWNERS SEB PLOT?Y
TO DEFLATE .OIDI- .
Btate officials sharged with -
“tathering™ contpirsey i A
“shriak” bonfholdera
Settlers said to bhave ion
snooursged te hrunl«gbl-
Pesstinictie prepagandg ¢ir~
culsted with inteat o Sepfo- o
‘eiate bodd values 18 shargh ¥
Bondi.clders ‘se8 piot
force then to mocopt o,.ﬂ-p
‘mise selvi.memt, ¥ ™ & 3
Ocheoe bond underwriters L}
" Same Primaville commuaity
and distric{ and county offi-
tlals ror distriet's prefian
§ ment 8
Facts In consplraay charpe
te be presentsd in peaxt article =
of Tone Or¢ nmanf'l' saries o8 1 -
trrigstion proble - A

t. ey )
Al

who asswme to speak 18P

[ twe "nubs™:

Tare cherged with conspiring te

BY HAROLD M. EIMA
Artiele Mo, &

C R semsplyscy “Tartnared® vy etatf]

officlals asd designed ta “sariak®

the bonded Indediednsss of nertaln

Dregea irvigatios ‘mu“.‘

the Ochoso, it charged dpr H

ors ‘of some 111040400 1 werth of|
stats-certified irvigationN e
bonda . PR,
These Bpokérmen charge thai the
ststs mot only counived with The
irrigation distr.ots in effscting the
sale of thelr tonds by meahy _ﬂ-.
state “ecertification™ that tmpfed n
let while guarantesing nbthing,
but that the state has singy besn
working hand ia glove. with the
settlors to dupreciats the walue off
the bonds. | ! . . Lo Wébirn
This conspiracy (s pald 2o have

&

. o s K

First—The refusal of the seitiery
to pay tamss. by which means the
Interest cowpons a-s supposed to be
pald and bonds retired as they ma-]
ture. 130 ,“':;’f =4

Becond—The disssminslliBa’of] .
propaganda designed to dlsoredi|
the projecis by representing the L
Irrigation systema te be ‘and|
tbe ecomomic condition of the dip-|

-~

¥ r II. h hw.'.h“§ . ~>
The purpose of the repyted

; et b
spiracy 18 to “rhrink® the walug =2}
the eutstanding be:ds 'and pave the|
way for & redy ":3‘3"@{ the Wﬂ‘i‘ ¥

indedtedness. : o o
By bringing:about 5 cendition of)
default f ifzerest and€ principal
paymentd, besices depreciating 1ha
valua of the bonds with
prepsganda, the state end e

the bondtialders In & frame of




|
|

. mortgage’ bonde, they eoylq pay

1

thelst Coltuslos Ohorged.”” | -
The yead of & large Ban h-nein.'

w‘ bouse that has handied Oragon! Lester B. Woud of Portland.

irtigation district secwuritisa makes
thd charge of official collusion In &
latter to 8 bond owner, eand names
Gevernoer Plarce as one af the state
officlals Involved

"Most unfortunate!y.” he writea
*“the fesling Among Investoers gener-
ally teday }s that the state of Ore.
gon was enlirely willing to stamp
its ungualified Indopscrarm on thess
bouds as being suitable for the mosl
pacred trust funds, whben (t was jn.’
viling funds from the eutslds to be '
invesied ln sssinling Oregon and fta
interaal development program. and’
these same investers (oday quite:
generslly understang and fee! that!
the stata of Oragom, through itg of-
fielals, hae disseminated negative
and oonfidence-destroying prope-
ganda which s probably as respon-
o/ble as any othsr ome thing for the
present fnsnclal comdition a num
ber of theme districts pew fipg
themselves In. BT

Geoverner Brought In,

“I persenslly was with Governer
Plerce a litlle over & year age i»
¢entral Ovegon and heard him with
my own sars virtually advige tax.
paysrs in a central Oregon gistrict
that undar what he termed Plapket

tazes on thelr 1ands and might pgy
those taxes for many years only ga
fiod tn the end that the bndlLclderg’
would take their 10ud awey frem!’
them under their ‘blanket mort-
gage.’ and that they coull ner:r geg
gond titli~ to thetr land until ail the
bords had been pald.

Governor FPrereg wogo peticmatyd

ulte cloes to I'r. Work nnd De,

sl and was undoudbledly (nfige

i

“While there has been here and
there an indication of u purposs le
shrink the boudholders.” the lot-
ter declared, i1t was not until early
in 1925 that there was any indlea-
tion that any official eof ths dis-’
trict was Itn hermomy with that'
course. Siner then lhe movement|
and econceried mction oa the part
of the land owners of the district,
the distriet efficials and the eitisens
of the adjoining tewn of Primeville
toeward the so-called ‘deflation of
the bondholders’ has become gen-
erul ]

“This i confirmed by the alinost
complete nom-payment of tazes oa
Ianda within the distriet slmoe Jan-
wsry 1, 187, to fate

“The o/ onre of 'he AMirict in-

cluding such county offl. arr As are
ex-offirlo officers of the diairict
have sither by direct epposition er
positive co-operation, regularly and
persistently taken the position ad-
verss to the Interer's of the bond-
holders

“From {ime to time the wnder-
writers have employed and paid
technical experis to inveatigate anéd
report om the fundamentals of the
Ocheos district. Wp have nat wpe-

ved any repert »hich w ay-
t we ia advieing » other
eourse than te adopt » Tirm atti.

tude on the rights of the bondhold-
ors a8 against these unjustified of-
forts of the commusity $o shrink'
the bond™ )

The bondholders were asked to
assign their tonds te members of
the protective committes and teo

assesoments for the eapenses of the
commities. 5o far as can be learaed '
thia committes mow contrels about
§$760.000 of the ovistandins. (choce |
bonda, the tet.i of whkied 1y
31,425,000, - 3

The Oregonian reguested the
writer particulariy to deter:uine the

noed greatly by thelr gtutements
the press im oomnection with fed-
ral reclamation projects.
“When Geovernar Plaras sas 22t.
ia federnl reclamation projects
lag an adjusiment and the gov-
Tament gomseating te a so-called
te-off. he, perbaps, thought It
4 be & splendid idea to eateh
Glan Shavists "B Do e
'lnlhr linea~ FIonR
| Orgustsation Atfempted.
Barly jast summer Raiph H.
mnsslook undertook te organise a
ive semmittes for the bond-
eldars of the Ochoco irrigatioa dig-
Mr. Bchneelock., as has been
peinted ocut in a preceding article,
Va8 & partrer ia the Portland dond
irm that assumed responsidility for

shaselock was directly in charge
f the construction program.

elders ever the sigratures of Mp.
hneelock, Russel Spicer of Ban
ancisce, Mr. Bplcer be'ng man-
or of Btephens & Co.. who were

fates of the Portland flrr in

Poveve - irrieation "yt s 'Settlers  Ask Rig

A letter was sent to the bonl-'i

he Ochoco deal; Pred No-croeg #nd | 3¢

‘ facts relative to 4dbhile allaged con-
{3pirscy te “shrink™ the bomdholiarg
i These facts will be setl forth i the

Imexr articla

Robart 3. MEMED of Civdl TS, Bhd <

sign an agreement previdiag fotf

BY HAROLD X SIMR =

Artiade Mo % - FuE
Settlers on the Oshote
sraject, for the most part,

agrecd that the persoss whe B
vested in mm-tmm'
irrigation @istriet recalve

should
every dollar that the jproject W -

worth, : = ¥ 1

bod ine. Dut they Emow
ll-"u ,u:a ia fooling lhs-lllu.[
about L . ¥
All they ask is to be permilted t0 .
do what they can. Thay sasnot do

evea that wader preseal pondil
They are will » bave l‘::
;hnk t 4 coi 2
rupt—and eo
wee their croditors can pul them o
. Present Harden Usbessabls.
. They ars willing ta bave thelr
sarning capanity messurwi, end ea
that basie to take up the task anew,
It 1s only_ humas natere and.
businsss Lhmt they
something 0 icon forward Le 8
and of the trafl proseat
.huh n’n -uo!r‘l: e
oa thatr ulders. T, e,

They woull ke to pob the Send-
holders got 190 dents for ‘“&".’3
lar they have iavestad la !
bonds. But they dos’t bon Whers|
tha bondholders are @olag to Pt i
—unless from the state, or the bond

it

iti

and at the uu; u;o. assamed full
responsidiiity feor oontiraction
of the irrigetion werks whish fer”
seven years have fafled to funetien
as per plan: und specarreations. .
This statement of prevalling epin-
;JoB on ths O~hoce project goes Blse,
withowt a tingle ecxception »e far
as The Orcgonian's staff writer ene
Fosuntered. 1or the business interests
of Prineville (tk¢ trading center of

7 I «, Hthe prejemy, tne officials of Creok

Decemder 22, 1926

OCHOCO REQUESTS |

hts . of

Bankrupt,.

FIGHTING CAURE

county, and siate officlale—all of
whom, rave beesn charged by
?"\pnhsmuﬁ tor the bondholders te
“Be in a comdpiracy to “deflate the
‘bond: nldern.” A6 Ay -gh
Th-se “n-okesmen®™ it may be
point 4 nut «ppedr t4 de princimally
,rlh: underwriters associated with
the financing snd construcifon of
the Irr. rilon werks, = BT
Ra'n: 1 3haee'nch, ‘ope of them,
waa a niriner ‘n ths Portland firm

I

Ochoco project: und Russell Spicer,
another of the bundholers’ spekes-
men, is fhe Ban Francisedy ]
of Btephena & Oo, ' 4

mes of &

conspiracy to “deflate the bondhall-
278" 18 not takes mericusly by the
persons sgainsi whom it 18 made
{ These unidsrwritera, they puiat

out., have beer oun 1taf writh

mands {or o;uu tists Tiem
persons whoem ! » "

Tl e R A e
they & ELY P
Cho, oo bond i’::’u-. M”ﬂ-
5 waut-8o xniw why thereda e
TaTEEL (of theas Londs why they,

1that wna zrectated with Stepbens]
& Co., of Calitorn'a in financing the} .=

caderwritgres who .seld ths bonds




Ltate the AITJecl®  And g

lases AvelSet. Munrge.
Insteas ota o tig N iasur
aquarely, Rckrowieukin., ihat under
thelr managems * s'agg-ricg min-
takes were made—altegt i pe-fact-

eir associatles. it 1» rharged are
trvine fa el np op Ages mentngg the
farve and make 1t apjenr thut the
bon@helders ate the vicums of g
great conspirasy tn rob them.

In this investigatinn nut one whit
of evidence was un overed 14 aus-
tain the charge 9f & esniplracy de-
slgned to victixir. th» bondaolders.

1
i "'lﬂEHﬂEﬂ'E WY OUT |

Te he sure, there are lard owners

OB the Ocbocu rotact who would
empt to tal¢ ad . aniag: of & "new
"—4f{ there were Lo be tne——aund
these persons would mot hesiteie to
make the bondhoiders loss thelr
Fuin Humas sature b no d Serent
oa the Ochoot prrject thamn any-
whers else These perscus, however,
appear o be principally the owners
pf the larger acreapges. who would
stek Lo recoup losses nlioady sui-
fered through the speculgt've value
of Ltheir excens hold nge. The lower
Lhs bonded Mmdcbiedness. the morg
they would real:s¢ from the sale of
Ltheir landas.
These persons, while acee uine in
priv.ciple the ;roposii‘on o! paying
all the land s worth, mun./esi very

fBecided views as to how little the
land 's worth, and as to how great
ia the amount of water they require

to farm it profitably-—~vi-ws that all
tbe facts hardly seem to justify

Tax FPayments lLapossible.

This group is not a ser.vus factor,
apparently, if a fair ar. honest aé-
justment of the project’s d.{7icuities
[wera to be attemptcd. In the ap-
sence of falr play. 1th v %a tion might
dominate the sltua: on, asd Liven i
would n:mply be u cune of vondhold-
ers ond setulers Wl cach oiher's
throais,

The rettlers ar= nut paying thelr
taxes becaumse Lhey cani.

A auccesriun o1 crop .ilures and
partisl crpp failuren, dus to the
faulty performance of the Irrigation
system, coupled with the collzpse
of prices of farm prodvcis, has left
them mnothing to pay -helr tam
with. "

The psettlers probably wewldn't
pay thelr taxes I ‘hey could, for
that matter, becanse they realise
Lthe Inad-quacy of the water right
provided by the present arrangfment
und realize, too, the futility of try-
Ing to arguire a title te thelr lands
with the irrigation dlstrict so over-
whelndng!s In debt

l.'.lrr!rrll.!l'.i Nelinguent, Tos
Nor dues #tephena & Co.. one of
the umd/ 1w “flers and whees man-

againet the sctilers, xsep up the
i.-::u on its 1j00 acres on the proj-

The Irrigation district's tax levy
1ast year was §10 an acre.

ager )oinrd [a the conse'racy charge |

In fact, ary bondhaléer who wonld §.

L g

el

Decenber 23, 1926

“BECOMESTIE ISl

[Mr. Sims Gives Individual
Conclusions on Problem,

% LSO # LChS

IDEAS BASED CN SURVEY

Q"-' R i

= [ S 3

.

q.?-q‘:u-uon of ‘Bondbulders -:u
P’ Betilers Found "!al 10 Maks
Project Go 'Abead. §-

g, ¥ Wi iy LW

In 1his. th: reuAtng artiels on the
Ochoce sttwr 5 ., "4 Ureg~nlan's siaff
writer pets o bis strictly individual
& g i witimate soluilian
P wita ot Udes, baded b8 w
eoinpraben-y L ccar ot the facta

. UBY itasiei 1 M BIME
i
LM welestrr agrestnest Dutwean
the owners .0 $},405.400 ouvtstand-
;In_' bonds vf ke Ochoco {rrigativn
{ dimirlgl, the scillera on that ojeleet,
and tle state of Cregon which s
the secund largest credltor of the
¥rejact, mppears to me 2 bLe Lhae
uitinate and wnly soluthoh of Lhe
Ochuro's difficuities

a—a

‘Lnder suck & pinn—hypeiess annd
befuldied &s 1hi» v hoco sltuation
appears—It wouid roem that u.¢1
preject could stiil b+ rehabliitated,
[made u Tredit o the state, aud at

wat 8 much as bb cents on the @olinr]
fur 'he ownera of Uvhoce bonde

The ohwiacles in the way of dr-
riving ar _such an agreement are
many and discorcerting, it s true
Yet 1t mppear~ hat eventually It
must be done nd the sooner it Is
done, the mor:  +ih bendhuldara and
settiors Wil ». ,ap¢ from thelr im-
YOSUMORt™.

. " Qe-cptrarion g Reeds
Such au w0 wou. i imvelve,

on the par +° to Loandholdera, the
recwauityer, . h musl ASFUmMe
heavy Lwson | ol e LecesBAry

for them (o sur snuk.s their boands
to & beadheol. -+ mmuitive charged

Bno% gt

f*c,-,_hrm;» o the prols.:

o i oot

take Tia pick, Lhr :he dalinguont
18X certificxtr wit: s defouited:
Interest . «uu.ong o .1

work ouil his owr <alvs Vien. -
The reason he “wnd tvners dem't
4o this is ob.ivubly sr¢uues they
would rather contimee 19 be bond
oWRers than land ownrpa, ig ¥
How much weold the B« hollers

of the Cchoce distric: 2 a3k Lo lose

if they were 14 attemy. ia tenabilie
Le Nredegdy .

rather e lond owner Las enly t‘]?

! maturtg | enter.dute any such sgrogment. Nur
Nds, oust fhe picier. terant end Jduves it appear thal the lesi stuyre
<, at ‘this late dateg van proiise any'

!l.w\h'ﬂ fajr’: wnd »

with the gerpunagibjiiiy of

circumstances will ailow.. .
There appears tu be 1.0 legal
method of {mving & Londh.a der to

ueh Jogal meana. The real Tauts «f
‘the situstion would haie 45 e
P placed® hafore the tnidiv) g .

v orsctines of A5t d

the aame time ~oul! Le made to pay i

co-up-|
 erating In'the best settlement tha}

. perhaps, and walve al ojé\il"l!lll!o‘

[} rl;.uii ‘n

sumber whe held ot the
would be Lha Josses of those who o
operated, for the final settioment
would bavg te take Inlv sonsiders-
tlon the necessity of payving the
“hold oul™ easctly 100 cents opn the
dollar, and interest in full
Progress Awalts Devisbon, :

Obvicusly ne progress could bs =
made Loward a nl.‘lunﬂt wolll the o
co-operativn of a large niage 3
of tha. muﬂ-n~“§ﬂ"“i . i
listed, The facls he
of Hitlk vatus & ;
ditions, anéd" ars baceming:
valve dsy My day; wesld’
be sufficien} Imducemen) . is
mere than por comt te
standing bonds inty such,ay agroe-
ment. - el

Tbe settlors, en the ether hand,
would have Lo agr du & falr and

Lmpartipl] e uu”:l;li;1 i "Ft (
e

dcrenge.
ab.e usaurance of adequale wster.
And they would have to agree o

a similar determinstl {  Uhair,
“ability to pay” —thpg] el
of their lands oh potential ]
earnings under cor ‘coadiuens,

This determination, ss & matier
of faet, s sitesdy im Rl pregess of
being made by the Qregon Agricul-
sural .college and the Ualted Stht
reclamatieon service co-operstively, .

In cutting the project down the
irrigable  acreage, Lhe' inafiequa
capacity of the mala canal wou
doubtiess be kept in mind, cnd'
enough land eliminated under thri ,
canal tu bring the demands of tha
lwndn it would then serve within
the capacity of the eanal, thusaveld
fng expensive reconstruction. Feur
factors would Ovl-lNiI%l :J:tnr- the
reduction programm sirabiity =
©® as sorepeel AR gves gt et .
(3), efticiency with whi water '
can be delivered; (3); Predeclive~
neas of ladividual acreages 9aqg (4)
talue dof oxistieg luptonnng.» i

Beatanda ¢n B Wewnaotad -
FIoIsese v e smapeeirme

There is reason te belleve that
this program would be generally ac-
veptable Lo Lhe uulnnﬁmﬁﬂ
be prolesis. of courms|
dividua) cases undoubtedly could
dealt with through the powery
graniad the rireclors of an irripa-
tion gistrict by law, snd the forther =
(sct that virtually sH of the farmd
sre hopeicasly delinquent as Lo taxes
amt sublect v foreciosurs el

The state of Gregon, for its pard,
probably could well afford to walve
ta ¢laim ar second largest cre@iion
of t'¢ wrotect. The distrirt rwea
the i §1.1.4%2 for fundw ad-
vaps 3 {sr  ihtelesl payments on
bonus ¢ver u (ive-jear moriod This
liem it theors, i seconddsy 10 that
af tne boncholderss and . = jille i
canpo! b t-gosiized unt) after the
barded indi tedness of the distragt
8 canteled 17 siands'wn the of ¥
hand, as » bien againey the distriet
s mar univces it 1 walved, would |
hase t+ he taken Jute consideration
in det=rmining how much the proj-’
st rould pay the bonbholdeth.

3 pyenne Opem 49 Staty

The staty could ge :n!luvfnrthor.

stute taxes ahd penaHien ‘agalmst
the dlstrict's lands, ~snd 'suthorise
Croak ¢sruaty 1o da Mk
county (a3zes
. This wousl réguire jegl
eourse.  Two members
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Tae ruiy slipnativa in ¢ pro-
RUAL =l = catliined above ser mp
e e e o0 0 monhitlon, drag nioag
A grov meiee mehing Che )
P koRig 2
concrrnan

The setiiers, piter 47 s enly
bay wiar ite luig owill ear, and
that b obivious y g0 enaugh te
Keep up «ven (he Intere#t on the
Siesent debt. burden, Hepes of
FUBe uf the bondboiders that the
state might’ slep In and assume
I whatever might be fhcurred,
plour %o /be (utile; objections te
%- plan; {8 an) evemt,-are heard
on every hamd. l.itigation appeare
fv 0ffet no emcourugement and fog-
Islatian, |t sppears. cannot affeet
codtractugl relations .lrulr’u;
tered Into! , ot

Proposel Plan Optlined. -
if a settlement could be offected,
sumewhat along the lings mdicated,
‘1t woult work out, powsibly, some-
| thing M- (his- f £
Avniiniug ‘mere or legs srhtirarlly
that there 8 sufficlent waler tor
12,800 acres. and that the lund, with
the presed peduced 1o that scresge
aud th general dlstrist ubligatjon
revoved, Is worth §8s an hoTe OB AR
Nreruge, the dintiict could pay out
on A indettedness of approximately
$1.020.000
The disttiet’s total ubligations are
BLUS2204, 31,406,000 of whi t 18 out-
standivy  Yeande, and F-4 162 dge
IRuiicd interent vn hoed- The din-
it owes the ptate $40h.4%2 Therg
ATe other “reaitirs 1o w hom the dine
LRiel wmes o ototal o ¢ BINE24 ang it
wolld cost =od L0 LA 000 mnre

the disati=ous te mll

to pr- the dowirirt . urn individua!’
contrast Lasis UTigge tte jegal’
tangles, »:d ~irulghien it miame
miner ¢ ne ica'ions edocuing
theme €% o ites 3, $3:6 39 7 amn thae
€rovs value of the IPrigen » 2TragR
e pihere w B31LE1 e apply
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" erorsed "rocked '‘ver &nd the North Fork and over the hill out of sight

=i _road is & sectior of the old Yreka Trail or not.fﬁ;«:

-

vt acre iy iy T8
Historizel e
{‘— 45
MDUC OF THIP TU OLT CAMP AURY WITH HERY STEVART e 2.4
or. Yay 8 Yerry Stevart ehowed 'anger larrann, Harry “everance and me S

the renains of the ol< militery cacp on liaury “reel, vsed y the soldiers
during the gpring end summer cf 1844. 1t. Wetscr. wes carped here with
cther zolciiers anc Triendly Ircians st the time ther etiacked lostile
Indfans £t Tatso. Spring en? he vus killen, Yatsom T-ring is located

at Temp Tatson ir Ses, 36, T 12, R 237,

™e sits cf 017 men Meury im loeated cr rrivate orrerty now cwned by "'t?
g, %, Severansce cf Failine, in the SE1 cer, 20, T17 £, R21 E, It s =

nesr a stremg srring in the fork betweer “aury reer &nd Rimrock Creek.
The ares is a gertle point covered with sage and scetiered Juniper,

The lar. er rine cn an near the arex have heer cut for wood by recent
owmers. £11 that ncw remsine of the camp ieg a number of srall
deprescions with rocks built up on the ed.es, which were spparently
used as "fox=holes®, These ve-e at the trz of the slope abcut 50 yards
scuthe-st ¢f ‘a r Treek, r~rd comnarded & view of the ol” militar; road
just acrcse Yavry Creek, a@d were ‘or the Irctecticn cf the canp itself
to the -ast. Trere is now 1ittle cr no evicence (f the roac at this
place and the slore ‘r'm the creek up to the seniry pits has rrown up "
to small trees. At the spring where the carp itsel! ves located, the

only remaining evidence of the cazp is & low wall c” rocks aleng the

eastern ecpe of tre spring rme lost of tris wall ras fd len down and

the rocks arec lying in the water.

\r. Henry Stewar® is 72, anc well remerters the place, since he was a
boy of 13 cr sc. lie strtes thet ir lis hoyhood the place vas in a much
better steate cf preaserveticn. There vere ever ay huildings on the
place that he Imowe of. At present there arc the rerains of Jeff Felly's
0ld log houre and root eellar just cest.-cf the sprorg. Thesze were built
years after the cmup was withirawn,

¥r. Stevart states that the rcad up laury Creek is 2 sectior cf the old
military rosd built end usec by the toldfers through Litile Sunmdt Prairie
to old Carp Tatson. He did not tell me vhat the scuthern terminus of the
road was, This ro.d ir not the ™Nrst cne through thie country. The
firet emigrant rcad was used in 1845 arc can still “e seer where 1t comes
Aron. the scuth er” crossed the precent r-ad abeut 2 rile erst cof Yawry
Oreev, Thiec emiprant rcad came of " the hill at the cemetery and went
down the Crvcked Miver bottom (past the spring at Stewart's house?), ' = .%

%0 the riorthvest from Stewari's touse. 1°'did not learn rhether t.}-.i.
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adove the oresk on (olé bearing grousd,

' poctnby the neme of Satking came into carp. He leceted oa wat is

Do w i hoeeyr Al i uk

Te ‘arTiower Uiae lp locsted L sutticie 2«30, T. 18, @ B0,
East Wllscx*te "writinr $n Irock Conty, & rozinatel, twentyenine miles
Fast of [ri~eville, ro . n. it is Jocetsc . .. .s Vigtway 2t. it A8 R

frequeutly referred to as LHe l.owerd uf (ehooc Kiae,.

Iv the fall of 1271, Irescher 'anefield in canany with three
friends, ‘cari, I'vans en” Feloher, meds up & . Faln waoon party to ge
froa ¥itehell to irineville, tc the x=ill wwere L8 cruin was to be sreund

into grist. (me eveniiy thoy mede esrly canmy; on the little flat abeve
the preeent brid e which oroscses the .eh.co.

ttlle making ommy re loward took coreful nole of the surroumde
incs and recaried, "The ground around here locks michty liks that shieh
1 nined on 1a "aliformnia.” sotirg upon the inmplied su; -estiom of . r,
Foward, the me= fed and tonded their teass, propared a hasty supper, asd
while 1t was still 1ight rede their my to the pulch where the presosd
stemp xill stands, rith frying pans washed end eocured tlhey begas take
ing out pens of tis promising dirt.

The first pan ustted {1400 golds That cight the men held a
oconsultaticn encn; therselves snd acreed to cortinue to i'rineville, have
o grain round socordia. tc thelir origimal plans; end then return teo
their home renches, (ot in the winter wood, do the fall chiorss and returs
to the gulch ia the winter tc melm lovaticas.

It wns Jeruery of 1672 befure they roturred-te the foissor “reek
flat. They built a crude but gudstantial lo; cabin cn the sreek dbanke
This oadin bLooame knotm as "!iecovery or Lossticn Cabin,® Jts ruing etill
lean over the rushin: waters of the clear streenm,

After building the shelter, the mou went prospecting. As soca
8s they sscertained that pold wes to be found in the auleh tiey drow lots

' to desi_nate whose nasc should be ;ivem to the find, thus "IAcoovery

“ulsh® becare "Eeloher Suloh", and 1s o eslled &t the presest writing. * °

1t was in tre spring of 1672 before the news of the discovery
opread, At onoe other rimsre began stre; lia; 1n. Amocn; the iret were
the noted Collard ilue, iTent ettt and Cranston, esoh of whom staked
olaime,

luring the sszer of 1572 the lowor portion cf leleher Culah
pald 120 per cay to the man with g rooker. ihe rooksr mothod wes used
el ost entirely durin, the first sumer after the location of the nins.

; Iz the full of 1872 the miners coopersted in &1, ;ing & middle
1line ditoh leadin, fro= (chpoo Lreek and ocarrying tie water 200 feed e

About ‘the tire the middle line ditoh was oecxpleted o pm- %

¥t -
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{ its the

Birthday gf

John Dennett Gathrie. Who Was
Born in Virginia in 1878.

’

BY DAVID W. HAZEN,.
RGRYIA is fmmnous for presidents,
ocourthouses, battiefislds, hems

and such. I\ is a besutiful stats, a4
Selightful hormeland, There on & farm

1878. This old es-

until afiar oollege
Wars over.

m Quthris is
distriet
charge

for
Btates [forestry
serviee here. He
attended publie
schools near homa,
; Including the Char-
X% lotle county high
Major Quthris. school. Uniss ooi-
of Bcheneo-

tady, N. Y., had 2 sumber of south-

tate was his home  h

us in 1902 with the degres
O elor of philosophy. M ine

%colhn senior, and upon xrndunlian!
applied to. Chief Forester Punchot;
for a job. |
Mr. Cuthrie liked the work so well
that after two years with.the gov-
srument be went to the Yale

of forestry, gradu
fovestry. Re-

tn 1908 with|-

Merite Agricold The vetefan
to rany miltary end eivil
tiemn, ineluding the

snd the University club., Last

Union colisge conferred en bim the
degree of master of sclense. Major
HBlar !

Guihrie s 8 good judge of art,

ature lﬂ!- ng f

ern echolarships, and Guthrie | centributing many of his wrees.
won ons. Ka ettered Union in o Y




———

7 D
Birthday of—

Sianley Gordoe Jewelt, Wi Vag
ABorn in New Bragswick in 148§,

He soon had employment as a book-
keeper. But during holidays and other
5 time be studied natural

is had been a bobby with him for}

some time. Moa! of the vear 1908 was
spent placer mining in the Blus moun-
tains with the usual results. In April,

1910, he began working far the bureau|

of biojogical survey. whore he hss
since been laboring with the excep-
tion of the year mm South America.
He had a Jeave of abrence for this ad-
wenture, August €, 1907, Mr. Jewe

married Miss Ednz 1. Myers, 8 natl

of Portland. Their cY.ildred are Htaa-

ley Gordon Jr. and Lestie Jeam,” -
——

5 e mane 4

M Grsneer v opre sudent of the
TR TR Y t Anmerawcan Foresteors, has
Badh woore thanl twoents sears’  (on-
PO s c N T Tl B as @ Boraster Ailer
craduatine troan the forest school of
Mucheran Srgte Canlivee e entered the
Uanedd states Porest Sorvwe and has
passedd throngh the grade- of Forest
NUPCT VTN r Ausintart Kiogr mal For-
estoer, ard Kogiommal Forester He i«
T § I':‘n“ ol the nationwaide f"’“‘l
sursey whis b boing aondurcied h} ,
the Unned Stane s Furest Service




FOREST SUPERVISOR

Vernon V. Harpham

pﬁgh;*ﬂhenrq
Aug , 1936

October 7, 1917 to February 28, 1930




FOREST SUPERVISOR

William O. Harriman

March 1, 1930 to April 15, 1934
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I FOREST SUPERVISOR

I Frank B. Folsom

l 5';%' X e
. .;-;.;::1.-»;J-.,_.-_._- \ -_

I July 1, 1936 to January 15, 1942




