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PBEJ'ACE 

. The following is a chronological history of Portl nd 'a 

organized recreation admin1st..ratlon, which is under thej 

supervision of the Bureau of Parks, and is listed as th 

Bureau of Parks and .Public Recreation. 

The beginning was in 18:52 Wben Portland acquired b r 

first p&rk, which was dedicated by Mr. w. vi .Cha.pman, an 

original land o 'ner of :Po·rtland • s. to nsi te. 

Th.e history bi.cb -follows deals mainly v.itb playgr und 

programs end active recreation. rrhere is very little 

mention of municipal auto aamps or golf couraes, and no 

· mention of the zoo, which bas an inter-esting history. 

The eitizens of Portlan4 have .always shown an inte 

in the parks end playgrounds and have, in most instance , 

supported &11 bills for maintenGnce and increased pureh ses 

of land for these purposes. Since 1917 public recreati n 

has h d a steady income from a .4 mill tax which we.s vo 

by the electorate. ~'< hi1e this does not nearly support 

of the activities of public recreation. it is a good 

indication of the feeling toward a. program of this sort 

Grateful aekno .ledgement is made to h.T. C.F.Keyser, 

Superintendent of Perks; tU'ld f.U ss Dorothea M. I.ensch, 

Director or Recreation, for making available annual rep 

not obtainable at the public libraries. 
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OUAPTIR I 

BEGINNING OF THE PARK SYSTEM 

Tbe Department or .Recreation in Portland, Oregon i 

part of the Bureau of Parks, and is listed as ~'Bv.reau 

a 

Parks and Public Recreation. ,. AS suoh it has an 1ntere ting 

history inasmuch as it has srown from a sm.all organ.1zat 

to a large, smooth•tunettoning department through publi 

de:m.and. through gitt.s in the form of land by publ1c-sp1 

Citizens, and through the intelligent and tar-sighted 

planning ot park and oity planning ottio1els. 

S1noe the summ.er rf!oreat1onal programs are carried 

allt;tost entirely in the parks, it is irrteresting to. note 

Portland' ,a concern, which dates back to early times. 

The citizens or Portland, generally,. have al~ays b 

conscious of' the beauty of parks, and the importance CJf 

planning ahead tor tuture grounds $0 that the land 1& n 

on 

i ted 

out 

en 

t 

used tor other purposes. which would make tbe expansio·n o.t' 

parks 1mpoas1ble. This was shown as early as 1852, one year 

after Portland was incorporated. The tollovdng history was 

taken from en annual report ot o.P .Keyser, Superintende t 

of Public Parks. 

The city of Portland was incorporated tn 
1651. ,In 1852 the first pa:tk w~s 4ed1cated 
by 1.. . v, .chapman, one ot tbe grant holders of 
t he land which became the townsite. Other 
parks were established by gift or donation as 
the town grew, until in 1671, fo~ty acres were 
acquired by direct purchase for a park. 
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The price was 32,624.00 and it was a notable. a 
really ambitious achievement tor a frontier 
town of 6,293 inhabitants to boa t ot such a 
city park.

This early enthuataanl: tor pttrk·a is the more 
remarkable when JOU reflect that at that tillle 
one had only to step out or the dooryard t _o be 
in the ood, on the river, or in the scenic hills 
and mountains, h1ah the country surrounding our 
oity has ' been so generously blessed, out of this 
influence gre our recreational ,system es an 
integral part ot our town plan and corumunity lite. 

The history ot our parl:t sy tem, which bas 
been more or less 1ntluenoed by citY charter re• 
Vision. is recounted ill three periods. Firat, 
from the beginning to 190li. like topsy, it "Just 
growed" without any speo1a parents or godparenta.
Second, from l90l to .l913 it flourished as a 
department ad 1niatered by a Board ot Park Com• 
missioners. Third~ from 1913 to date, it has been 
a bureau constituted withtn the eo a·sion charter. {1) 

The tirst P,ark management dates back to 1899. It e• 

at this time that the Oregon Leg1sla1!ure eonsti~uted th 

"Board of Park Commtss1onera" which was appointed tor e ch 

c1ty boS<~ population 11as three thousand or over. The ,oard 

or Park Commissioners bad many duties in connection wit, the 

parks• .some ot wbi¢h are stated in s~ction t1ve ot en s t of 

the Oregon State Legisl&tu:re, the title ot which reads, "To 

provide tor Park Commissioners, and the aQqu1s1tion ot ands 

tor parka, and the nagement thereof. •t Section tive stetes: 

SQ1d Board of Park Com,mtss1oners, at any
regular meeting thereot shall be'Ve the po er to 
assess a tax not exceeding one halt mill on the 
dollar in any one year, upon th• taxable prop• 
erty of the city of which they are commissioners, 
whiob tax shall be collected like other city 
taxes, and when so collected shall be exclusively
used tor park purposes aecording to their judge­
ment; and eaid Board ot· Park Commissioners shall 

l. City ot Portland, AnnufilREjporte Bureau ot Parka 19 3, 
(Portland, Oregon, 1923) pp. · 3,4. 
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have tull and exclusive oonttrol ot all parka
w1th1n or connEJOted w1tb: tbeir respective
olt:ies, an4 shall ha•e the. 'power tc lat out, 
or improl'e such park 01; pa~ka, to appoint 
all necessary eng,ine~r• •' 1 eune.yor•• and all . 
other employes.- 1nolu0:1na •~ poltoe force to 
act ln such park or perk•• ··.and.. t1x the amount 
ot co1npense.tion, . and . shell 41aburse all 
moneys approp:r1Ett~u1 1. .gi"ren, received or . 
collected tor .the improv.eme.nt OlT -· use or said 
park ol' par .e; and geneJrally, •llall heve the 
power to do all acts n•.a.dtttl. or prop&:r tor 
the protection, _care, or mpro'ft ·e.nt ot said 
park · or parks, .an4 to make ell tleees~e.ry J:>Ulee 
and regulations tor the- use. ot government ot 
saiid. park or parka, and ' ro~ bteaohee ot rules 
or regUi tiona to affix penalties thereto, not 
exoeeding twenty dollars ( 20.00) tor any one 
ottense 11 \;o be collected. as oth~r tinea and 
penalties ar& oollfilcted in the eity :, here such 
offense 1a eolmil1tted. (2) 

The Portland Park Boa:td Co.Dlmisslou •as appointed 1 

1900, and held their ·t1:rst ·meeu.na Gl?- October 21., l9GG. 
' 

The ma.in purpo6e, during thl period, was the aoqu~iring 

ot l-e.nda tor parks, and the b aut1tying ot these le.nde by · 

planting turr. Tlowe:ta, ehru'bs, ·etc. The Park Comm1ats1Jnera 

worked diligently •nO. earnestlY . to b•aut1t-y PortlEmd• 

. The tirat Park Oommission•l"s • !epo.rt ot 1902 gtve.a a br et 

;ascription ot the me bel's., boll tbey were appointed, an 

their dutleJJ. 

The Board ot Park Co }1ssione:ra was conatitut d 
by the city of Portland un or the a:ot ot the 
teeislature ot 1899. The pro-.l•ions or tho aot 
re~u1red a_referendum ~o t ·h$ pe.plo,, ·wbieh 'ae 
m~Cile in the election ·otJune, . 1~00. 'i'b$ oan,Yaae 
requ.1red tor the nQmination of .t1•• commi·&s1oners 
by judges- of the 01rou.1t CouJ"t was h4ld soon af'ter 

2. C1ty ot Portland, Fark Comnd.ssioner•' :Report 1902, 
(Portland, Oregon, raroh i, 1902·) p, 4, 
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an« the Comm1ss1onere thea appointed,_ having
s1gn1tied their acceptance ot the trust. 
held their t1ret meeting on October 21, liOO, 
e.t wh.ich ·time the City Atl.d1tor, • T,C. 
Devlin, was ohosen Secretary. o*' November a,
th$ t'ollowt,ng stan41ng committee• were 
appointed, the ~ayor being. oons14ered ex-otf1cio 
a member or eaoh. 

1. tTudto1ary, Rulee .and Begulat1on8, and Ftnencea: 
~urus llo:r-y an4 ·c.F.l3&ebtt 

2. Eng1neer1ns, Landscape Ger4.enlng• Zoolo§,
l3otony and Forestry: 

~·L.I..Hawkins ~md T..Lr~~El1ot ,,· 

3. Equipment, Purch .sing and Employment:.
Henry Fleckenstein and W,..B.Chase 
S~bsequently, 11'- ssrs. Hawld.ne e.n4 Beebe 
were added to 'thie committee. 

The resular meet1n4$ at the Oo lesion: is 
to be h.el<l on the first Fr"lday, each month, 
at 10~00 !•clock. (3) 

'In making their tirst report. th~ Pa~k Commissioner 

listed a brier history ot Portland prior to October. 190 • 

At this time Portland included thirteen parka under its 

jurisdiction. · The largest ot t 'hese park$ covered 10'7. 78 

aoree, and the smallest covered one ·acre. The total acr age 

addod up to 207.02 acres. There was a playf1eld located on · 

the Al na Homestead area • however, this t1el.4 reeeived 

very little care up to 1909. 

Ot ajor 1 po1·tanoe to the park program was ns 
or tbe :aond Issue ot 1907-: 'this was vote4 to carry out he 

Olmstead Plan which called co~ the construction or large 

park reser•ationa. 

http:Hawld.ne
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ney t:r-om. thls bond 1seu. was u.ae \lJ 

1Jee turllGd oyer t .o th• o 'tt. 

fhtJ bond 1$&Ue kept the park system up to the oi- '• 

raplci groflth wntcb followed ~aedt•t•l¥ ~ etter ~he ~•l• aa4 

Clerk Fell!-, "'' th1a time e •rste ot eupe:rviaed. playgX" uta 

waa ork~4 out. t. Tabo~, Le~elhUf•t• Sellwood, Pen1 •ula 

Pe.:rk• •no some . nor properties were eoqu1Jred ad 4•'1tlope4 

tJ!Ica th1• tun4. ·The mo·

unttl th• :,eat' 1953tt 

~ the y~sr ltoe. a t"loal1!18 bath, 

ate4 Df a pr1'fate a ao4i.at1on• 

The ~1t1 ba4 coneiderable repairs 4one to the tloa' ~t re 

th y oont1nued it$ operation. ~. leo4t1on et thla tlo '' 

howe11'er. vet q111te unaani tf.l%7 • alnce a ae••t- e1Dl>'~1~4 1n o 
'the rivet at the too' ot 'fi~tusllY every •treet OXl th• eet 

aide. The tloat wae locate4 at the toot 

Stl'"eet. Although tue tloat wa• ntoorect oloM to the 

ou•rtult, the objection• we~ never wholl.y oYeHOJie• 

b$'tha, as thCf W&·re CaUIJ4f WGl"$ W004ell 

enclosed s space 1n the :river and enabled sater ••t.l 

tht~n 1n the open :ri:ter• There were div1ns boards• ''boar 

welke. and 4reas1.ng rooma where to ~la &!14 ••1nnai g a.u1 • 

were 1s$ued.. Later the bathe were loeate4 aot-oee the ~ ••~. 
e.t th$ toot of East •c11~n Street. Thla loO$tloa .PI'O"f I 

t<! be :muott more setistactory. tlp to thla t1.m.e tbere wa a 

charge ~de tor tbe uee ot the· baths and the teattaao• o. a 

towel eutd ewillm11ng suit,. Boweve~, kyor Harry Lane, in I 

his annual message to the people 1n 1909, reeommen4e4 t a• 

http:4reas1.ng


the bath• be absol\lt&ly tree. including towel. en4 •~1' 

'h:to\lglout the· day tor: t:t,ve clays t..n a weeJ£, f..a4 ~ha' • 

charge ·be made· du~1Q8 two tlays tor every weet. MaJor Ban7 

tan• •te.\ea in ll1a report ot lenu:ar; 12, · 1909t 

The revenue 1• OOJape.ta.t 1vel.y eo ama.ll 1a 
proport ton tc the Qutla;r tot sui-te, laun«rr, 
f5elar1es, an\l gener..l ,tuaS.ntenance 1t woul4 M 
utortmtate l.t the •e·~J (}liJ.e• wbc woul4 prof1'
by and de.siro to l'Gak:e trequen• uce ot thea are 
4e\tnn:e4 bf the oh•rse made. Furtbar, ihet e.• 
a sa.n1t(l:t)" precau,1on all tul'fra ~tte:r es.oh \laJe 
by youthe or adult$ be sent to ihe launiry tot 
ao&l.dtng. !'he· public ha• a r1gb:t· to insiat that 
&$rv1oe ln 1's bebal~ $hall ~ ot th~ bes~ 1' 
oen IU$ta1n• rtd ·any cufte1lmeu ot that ~ou14 
eollllt from the C1t1Zetl• ratfher tban 1te aerTante. (•) 

'l'h& toUow1ns report la taken tFOll. tbEt oitr tre&aurer,·•• 

books in Portland tor lt08 e:rrd e:no•e 'the paJrt1olpation. and. 

1nco~ trom the bathe during aa aver~• 8UIJilll.e1" teaaoau 

Appeu41x "A.tt 
Bath• 

Bathe opened lu.ly lf.. Oloaed septelllber la.. 
R•o•lPt• · 

lulf•••••• ,.... A! !!'·80 
~:~.:b:~:::: ~=:~: 

A'-l•it4uoe
Boya••• ~ ••• , •• e,~1 
Girl•'*·••••••• au 

Zh • ••• • •,. •• • . $45 
o:r:aea. • · .·•.•..••• ,. t....._._.H..fotu•• l.o;Dl (IJ 

C.i ty or ~ortlan4, ·§~ Rf!JOrts P!rlt Boarg 1908...!-912. 
(Portland. Oregon, rc .., l.9i3) P• 23. 

5. Ibid. p~ 18~ 

http:8UIJilll.e1
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Along with 1te active forms or recreation. during 

this time. Portland also included a program or passive 

recreation i .n the .form at band concerts. During the 

sU!.lllner season of 1908,. thirty-three concerts were held in 

the various. parks. These concerts were always well patron­

ized. The city budget allowed ten thousand dollars 

annually tor concert expend1turea. whicb allowed thirty to 

thirty.... five eppearanees.. The concerts were tremenduously 

popular in the days before the automo,bile beee:me popular. 

It was n~t uncommon to witness over ten thousand people 

attending a single concert ill the lsrger parks.. Holiday 

Park wes the most pop\llar location tor the concerts. l'l.fter 

the mass praduotion ot automobiles, · however, people began 

to leave the olty. during their leisure hour.a, for drives 

into the eountry. As a l"e.sult ot' this the concert attend­

anGe.s began to drop. 

Pl~ygrounds now began to appear as pert or the perk 

program as is shown by Mayor Harry La.ne's report to the 

people, dated January 12, 1909.. 

.Playgrounds used distinctly e.s such are under 
the control or the People'"s Institute Glub* 
The sociologioal and economic benefits or · 
sufficient playgrounds., properly equipped, conducted 
and regul~ted, is too genctrally appreciated to 
warrant further -comment he:re.. In the developmen.t 
o:f Columbia e.nd ':l'erwilliger Parke, some opportunity 
tor play can be provided this year, though -complete 
equipment at once will not, perhaps. be advisable. 
Playgrounds follow 1n natural sequenee to_the 
establishment or parks,. and in some ot the parks 
excellent playgrounds will be developed. The 
deductions to be made from the experience gained by 
munic1pa.l~tles in the past few years ere of great 
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i:mportance, and profit should be taken from it 
when the establishment ot playgrotmd.s ls once 
comprehensively undertaken. It is quite
generally a;reed that playgrounds are not 
properly nor judiciously equipped · tthout the 
stu•vices o:r a trained director to supervise and 
teach. It will probably be possible to ~onstruct 
a mnder-n playground this year in one or the tracts 
secured tor park purpo. se~, but it so,. its use 
should be contingent upon the &ttendance ot a 
.director in charge. Accordingly • I recwrnmend 
that if a proper area is available th1s · progremm.e 
be initiated

' 
this season. . (5}. _. 

The three principle aativ1ties o·r the board during 

this perio \\ere, . {l) p~k'.i&y extensions, {21 construction 
"' 

of parks and parkways, .(5} development end extension ot 

playgrounds. 

During tbe year 1910, :Portland playgrounds and 

faeili ties b$gan to expand. New areas were opened,. old 

areas were graded and equipped, an a new swimming pool 

as opened. Peninsula, Columbia, Sellwo-cd, north 

Parkway. and City Fark were all graded and equipped 

w1 th appa.ratus.. .tew areaa lneluded 6. donat.iou of an acre 

and one half located in tlle northeast section. The donation 

was made by s. Laura Gammans and Dr. t.L.El1ot. .A.t the 

same time an exchange of small parcels ct land was made 

with the Fulton Park: Land cosapany to secure a more satls• 

tactory boundary to Fulton Park•. 

In 1911 the playground movement gained additional 

momentum as is shown in the message ·of ,;.eyor Joseph Simon, 

6 . _!lli.. p. 19 



dated January 4, 1911: 

The aot1v1ty displayed aad the p.-osrees
made in the development. of our park system is 
a matter ot congratulations. · Th$ prinoiple 
ertort has been directed toward e$tablisb1ng
playgrounds for children. F1ve acre$ ha•e b t:.en 
graded and equlpped wi~h the most approved 
p~ayground apparatus at the C1ty Park. l~orth 
Park, Sellwoo~, Peninsul~. and CQlumb1a Parks. 
During the sebool vacation period, a supervisor
and instructors directed tbe aet1v:1tt,es· on 
these grounds. In po1nt ot attendance_, tb.st 
at :Peninsula Park outranked all others. 
averaging 3, 015 p$r weelt.. As part or the 
playgl"oun.d function, a modern, reintorced 
concrete s 1mmdng pool aa opened at Sellwood 
Park, and bEtsides the instructor and attendants 
to care tor the publiaj a bathing suit and 
towel were i&sued tree of charge~ It was 
distinctly not1o-eable that drovml.ngs · in the 
r1ver were materially obecked as so.ol.l as this 
'bathing t'acilitr wae put 1n operet1on•.• , ••dur1ng · 
the ensuing year it is contempla ed to construct 
.. ... a pl'-lygroun4 auci a sw1mm1ng pool in South 
Portland, and a playground 1n Brooklyn and in 
Mt. Tabor and Ladd Parks, and further that which 
bas. been started at Oity Park. Sell ood, Peninsula, 
and Columbia Parks. (7) 

As Portlan<l became more aware o.t the need tor supervised 

playsrounds during the summer mo~ths. •nd tor the need ot 

community center buildi· e;s during the iuter moilthe, various 

prob~ems arose in resard to the maintenance. o-ost. and 

locations. An illustr t1on of: this point comes from a 

report ot E.T..M1tsche, who was superintendent or public 

parks at this timet 

Two features in tbe este.bl1 hment ot 
plaY8rounds oa11·ro1: e. special mention. 

7. I"b1d . P• 30-
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one 1s_· ~he ooord1nat1ns ot the work or the 
perk boar4 1tb that ot the sohool board, 
e.aa4 tb.~ other :te providina· of c<Jmmuit7 
bu1lcUnge for use d11u·ing the entire yetdr.
You are a ere of t.be -$ctb.ool. .bo&rd laying
pave.tnents around some ot the oh.ool.s1 pr()Oo! 
vi<llng walks ~nd turf# at: Pth~:r· $ .1 and by
various m ans att~pting to supply tbe 4e• 

nd for e.xerc:tse in play f7 l t l~as appro­
priated 2o,ooo.oo to1: this ork during the 
ou.rren' ;rea~ . . 

Were playgrounds $StEibl1shed et eaoh 
$ahoolhous$1 the dupl.1e&t1on and c·cnsequent 
econo~e loas to the eommun1ty jue to park 
pla.ygrouiuls \>$ins also 'stabl1shed tot> 
the same community would be ob•iate4l 
lt would provide grounds at poin;ts eon• . 
venient ot ~ccesa to th-e-·one$ who mo$t 
nee4. them; · 1 t would pel1U1 t or l~rge; grounda 
at lets$ eost thaD the &Ohool.• qd separate
plauGtounds now repreaen.tt a~d it woulj . 
obvia\• the need of eonstruct1n$ tpeotaltsefl 
and detailed bttilc.Unge, · fer u.u 1;o ~h1oh tbe 
presen'O •chool build1~t io"Ud tJe pu-c. Ou 
ot the meane or ecoompli.shtns this reaul" 
Vlould be en agreement bet eel). the two boarda 
wlu~reby on condition tha' th school provide 
an open tract of land of not less than two 
and, preterra'bly• five ae:l!'ee tor plar pur• 
poses, contiguous to the school buildings•
and enter i:o..to an agrae•ent vdtb ·the park
board to grant th~ latt$~ th• us ot th• 
speciallJ titted bu.\ld1tli;S s&~"fing pl&.1 1nte:re•t•• 
th• oont:r~~uotio·n and ma1ntel'i«lnce ot th& grounda
an4 play feature• will 'be s$umed by the park 
boe.t'cl!l 

The other feature po~tends that it pleJ•
grounds are justifiable et all, thore 1a nee4 
for them throughout the year. Playgroun~s are 
not eata.blished only to provide tor oh114hll 
to indulge in 8f5.l!'eeable past1m.es.. They do that, 
to be sure1 but the prS.noiple object is to attord 
recreat1on 1n pleasent tor.m Uttdc;.:r proper supe:r­
viaion, with a vl~w toward guidin.g end inatruol.t~ 
the youths in $elt'•a.$sertlo.c ~nd 1nitiat1ve ltt single· 
and 111 t~am work with <i\le r.eg~rds to the tights ot 
others. 

Exeessive vitality eud unwarranted diffidence 
contaJ.n th ·germ or much harm ol' ot much goocl to 
t .be body pol1 t1o, and upon th · success at. the 
Jlt\Ul1tt1pa.l1 ty• s oare and intelligence 12l directing 

http:Jlt\Ul1tt1pa.l1
http:past1m.es
http:repreaen.tt
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its growth d()})$~His the ln3%'m o:r ltenef'it the 
l)oll\llunity may- ult illlfJ<t~lJ expe~rt to rQap • 
tllettr~t.:rom~ It 1s :td.l~ 't.('l fl:.l11f!C.~ t~~e t trlis 
celt\ bs eoeompli nhod (lu,r1Xl8 ·the $ltort aswr£rli•r 
'Vacet ion :tnt~Jr ·~ ·nl .- . 

Bcth to render the p~qper $&rvi<lee 
suitabl~ to th~ oollll'iiiil'l!.ty ~nd tt; perm t <:.tr 
$G.Curtna aut·t•ble per$ons to eona.uot 1;t 1
there i.& n .ea. or e$tablis:h1ng 8i3ool1Wl0datlon• 
tor eond.uoting reuar-sro\ltui centet-a. 

Tte op$:rat1ona 0t playg_rounds is t1 
co~partit:i~ely new munio).ps.l u~tt,.rit;r. Th$Y 
~tu.,pply· a Jrf~:~l r.tnd dettntt\IJ neeel• find et'ell 
oNlServf.!t 1ve tor e. o1v1~ f.H;rporEtt·1on 'to 
O().tlt.rol• . Re,a.l..th, re~l'·E:tiit!on e.n4 ve:rtou.ft 
aooi.alog1¢el proble~ a.re 1nvol ed. I:n th• 
ta.,.tn, the direction pl$yg:ro m4 <!evelo~"Bnt 
has t-elten in t ts progress 1$ cc.n.oesl.ed tC) be 
"o:rreet1 hut in ecnf$tst~mtl.7 pl;i~ll''d,ne tor a 
ttytltem ot tb~m implies the dete:rtnination of 
many moote(} po1ntlh: 

. Ste.ti&ti(Htl data indS.est$ tlltlt tb& 
majo:r portion of th~ at'ten4t:a n<t& ooxrae• tratll 
.a radius or ene quart·e~ t¢ on.e halt ll11l<t •· 
po.;.n:~ins to the eonc;lueion "tth.f,t they ei1<'JUld 
l>e loc6ted betVtieen one half mil.EI .and on$ m:tle 
-.part. To d1st:ribute them. w1th ·&Uft1oient 
geographic frequency 1Q.etUe.telt :point• to 
the· ~11ge nu.mbe~ ot t~aots tleOe~sary . 'l'h1e 
bae l~d some: cit:tas to make a vecetion pl.sy­
sround ot each •ohool aroq.n4 ·fU'ld &qu.1pp1ns

· them aooordingly. 
some o1t1es· are working on the ·basta ot 

not pJroviding escb eohool 1U. th .~ !>layground, 
but 1natead to llave fewer pl~ygrou.r:u'ls, and 
11ave these ot l.srger ai&e'""'"''""' twenty to twenty­
five aores in extent, and make or them play
parks, more completely eq\tipped, and more 
eompletley auperv1se4. I:m either of theJlle 
polie1es the financial anu e.co.o.om1oal. oons1d­
ere.t1ons are 1mport&nt. •let werril;:nt a most 
oureful 1nveetige.t1on b•for6 adoption.

In any event, tile pe.rk t 'unds e:re 1n esuoll 
s atst~, and. tlle ·Ohel'tE:lr liij't..t,t&tions es to · 
tuture app:ropr1atio~s ar~ such a ~o $'t.l'Ollgly
argl:le against the boaJrd undort ~:l.ng to au:pply 
each sob.ool aect .ion wi.th a playground \lllless 
the school bo rd provide the l.$nds and aG&ist 
in defraying the cost ot superviaio,rJ. 

!'rom the t .oregoing 1t ill be obsel"Ved 
that playground faoilitlee and the munic1pal1t1ea' 

http:cc.n.oesl.ed
http:ve:rtou.ft
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obligation-s thereto .are in a formative state, 
and until the costly experimental stage bas 
further advanced, it would be well to proceed 
with eaution. {~) 

Prospects tor playground ex.pfjnsi.on looked brighter 

in 1911. C011siderable work was done in beautifying 

newly acquired property.. Park areas were enlarged by 

purchasing additional · areas. l~egotiations were opened 

tor taking .over desirable small. tracts tor cbildren's 

playgrounds. Two new playgrounds wer~ e,qutpped with 

playground apperatua . The total number ot equipped 

playgrounds now numbered seven, and all of these were 

op-erated_du.ring the su.mme:r months under tbe supervision 

or playground directors. Also this ye.ar there was a 

total of twenty-six playground people employed by tbe 

city. The demand for more tennis courts, baseball 

fields, and even speedways inorea.sed• At this time 

tennis could be played on f'our park prop-erties, and 

league baseball could be played on ro·ur perk :fields. 

There were no provisions for speedways. Although the 

way as open ing to;: reor~ation, it lies generally agreed 

that Po:rtlend as still lncking in playgr.ound facilities .. 

This ls indioe.ted in Mayor A.O. Rushl1ght's message to 

the people, dated January S, 19l2: 

That we ere inadequately equipped tor 
these pastir:'.es is not to be gainsaid .. 

s~ Ibid . P• 36• . 

http:pastir:'.es
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A~ Sall.•cod provic1ons cetl be :mftde fo·r 191£, 
and also, it de&mi}d. e4vlt5ta.ble., at. City l:)arlt. 

In tbe o.l.a:er cit-tea: 1t 1a fiQt ttnooW'iOn 
to 111tne3s sevo.ral bundlNtd gt>~-es e.t tentlb.l 
hetn.s plEtted Gt tLe s~ t:ime. lt i& rea60lt­
~ble tbntt Wtt s11cmld :.uuke si~lu prov1s1on.a.,
but tbe tapld tt.to•tb of tbe . c1ty., uo.uplen 
'11th the 1a1tiul inA4e .qU:~.ey ot perk rac1~1t1~a. 
llr.U ted runda sud t1nusuel contin,ge·n<r!es 
contiliUiJl$ to ~1$~ end 4eplet1.nt. tbe treaSUl7,
combine to mak~ n:eeeosary tbe slo ,proo~dure 
1n c.oneedins to the.se d.-~~nas. fbe hope of 
pro•1&1ns ti~l;y adequate etflei~nt tacilities 
&lontt ~tth the es:tensi~rui et t:trtie& , lie& in 
tber eleetor6te endaraing the boad ts&ue to be 
'f':Ct&d t.apon a\ tbe Ae:Xt elee\ton. (9} 

At t.bie t.im"G tbe pf1\rk $up~r-lntendn-nt •as in t:avor 

ot areati~g f1 e14 .bon:sea so ·"be..-t there ·liould oe a :;e&r 

around pro~&m tor tho et~ilaren .. Be recommended tb&t a 

t1$ld house be <H'>m~t:rue ttJd ~t Pe:nt.nsula h~rk. n.nd another, 

1t pos&lbl-e • .at ~ll•oou P$r-k. 

lihen tb~ time came t.o vete ~ptm the purl< Geperta~nt's 

bond 1estte, tt fi&S not app:rovec. an~ -&. tempo~arr eet baek 

wa-s te-&red. 

Ro•~ver , the w~k of t>eau.t1fy1ng: t-tte ptlt'ks and 

cbild.ren'e pl~ygro\uuie 'lf&.$ oer~ied QUt nl a ~ate cont·ormable 

to tbe tu.nds t.tvsiltible for theee p\l~po.s.e.s. Tlle co-na,ruetion 

or thQ f<enln.suls Oo.mtll\Uti 't1 Center l'lniltling .f.Hlt $"terte4 1n 

the l~tter pert ot 1912. ~1a &truuture was '&reeted. at a 

oost o"f $:SO.,OOO .. OO. It 1& 1~terest1ng to nnte thet 1n 1912 

.e. training s:nbool iii'$$ set. up ro-r pleygr-ou.ntl d1reotors. 

http:4eplet1.nt
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Th1s training school operated under the ~upet:vi~ion ot . 

tbe superintendent ot parks .• 

The follov•ing figures show e record ot attend nee at 

the s wi mming p ool& and playgrmu ds dur.ing the sonool 

vaoat1on period , 1912: 

SWIMMING POOLS 

Total 
. 4, 9'11 6,90~ 

Sellftlood----,-·....rune July 
19, 946 

Peninsula (monthly records not av 1lablel ,16.280 . 
Total 36,226 

PLAYGROUNDS 

( J'une 6 throu@h September 14) 

Columbia Park- .........-....... B7, 57.2 
Peninsula Park-...--....,..-lr06,348 
Brooklyn Playground-- 2?~830 
Ken1lwo~th Park-.····· 10,676 
North Parkway•·------- 22,280 
MlSbi:ngton Park··---- 24, 285 
Sellwood Park•-•··-~- 46,561 
Lincoln Park· ...-:----.,..- 34, 8 6-3,

Total 300,215 {lO) 

10. Ibid. PP• 63 1 64. 



Cl!A.PTER II 

l>ERIOJ) OF AJ».UNISIJ.'RATION UliDER TB.E BOARD 
OF PARK OOMMI8SXONERS 

Th• year 1g13 ma~ked a ohanse tn the a4min1atrat1ou. 

ot the parka. Up until 191~. the park department was 

administered by a Board ot Pa.x-k Comm1es1onert. In 1915, 

however, 1t was made a burea" wttlli.D the oC1111d.as1o;n 

charter, ·and has l.'ema1ne4 with th1a statu~ 1o the present 

time. 

Playground work had 1neresse4 noticeably by this tila4t. 

Several new sets or apparatua w&.re 1tistall..ed, and the 

recr<Hati·on $uperv1a1on w s un<Ier r. Robert Krohn. Mr. 

Krohn later became the pbysto-al eduoe.t1on s-upeniaor ot the 

Portland schools, and became .tlOted for his lllaas physical 

drills ana exhibition stased at the Grant High School 

Bowl. any school grounds were used for recreational 

purposes, but the park bo.srd and the school board found it 

d1tt1oult . to cooperate ett&ctlvel.y. The· p~u:k board lacked 

tunds• and the sohooi board taund ditticul.ty in entering 

recreation work due to its . limited school lawa.. 

In 1913 the :playgrounda opened en .rune 2, and most o~ 

th$1D. olosed on September 15. Seventeen w.en end fourteen 

'lfomen. including swimming instructors and a supervisor were 

employed. 

On October l• 19131 a system ot three physicel 

instructore conducting play activities at sohools wae 

http:ditticul.ty
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inaugurated. E:sch instructor hano led, two schools and all 

the pupils ln each. Schools so affected 'iere the Failing, 

Mt. Tabor. Creston, Richmond, Oekley Green. and Peninsula 

Schools. This system did not work s&tisfactorily due to 

the fact that the park bureau and tbe _chools could not 

yet r-ee.ch an agreement in :r-eg&rds to maintenance, cost, 

and division or responsibility .. 

The Peninsula Park COl14#.lln1 ty Center Building was now 

completed and was conducting a year round program. Three 

i nstr-uctors were required to operete both gymnasiWlls and 

the socia~ ~ork during the inter season. 

In 1916, all school playgrounds were discontinued 

because o.r the impossibility of making arrangements for 

tbe children to use school eomtort stations and school 

drinking water. Instead, privately owned lend was obtained 

in the Vernon and the Arleta districts . The attendance 

records demonstr ted the:t these play~rounds were greatly 

needed and thc1t t he money spent in obta.inir.~.g them was 

invested wisely .. 

By 1915, the present playgrounds showed a great deal 

of activity, but th~ need for greater eA~ansion was not 

well enongh brought to the public officials who controlled 

the ,pe.rk budget and tt.e m.oney ~h ich migh t hnve been set 

aside for the roc.re t1on depart. nt - as spent elsewhere. 

At this time 0outh Portland, Centrel East l)ortland, 

~~lbert.a , · lfu1l£aa, Rose City Park, I~rleta, \1 oodstock, 

Montavilla, and s t. Johns were without proper play facilities. 



lf 

i:t was e.t this time that real ag1ttlt1on tor a millage ~ax 

tof park pu,rposee we.e ine~itn'ti-EHi. The following 1-epo;rt 8bowa 

the 1noreaee in playgrounds and tht)1l s.ttend$ne• record•: 

.Arleta----····••·-·•• .25.541 
BrooklJD.-••••-................- ..... 17•5'• 
Oolumb1a--~--····•··--· 27.551 
Forestry Blt1141q--·•• a,au 
Ken1lworth~-·-~···.. l7,iti 
LaurelhUite\--••··-··• 22:r 61)1·Lent•-··-...,..···""··-·--- 1&,346
Linooln•"""""•,...••••••_.~ 281 511 
Mt. Tabor........,••••••••••• e,ti:lf
North Pal'.t••• ...·- ••....,.. 11.405
Pt-nineul...,....... . .,._ .... ....,.., &9•18• 
Sellwood•·-··-·--.·~- 35.116
Vernon••••.._................_. 24,86'1 
aab1ngtO:Jl<ll••••-""'*•••"'"• 11,34~ 

Ter•1ll1ser-. -.····-·•-J3•fBI
~'al-···..,. · · • 3 (11) 

Atte:r tt~o poor flnant·1e.l years ll\ 1915 sed 1~16, the 

recreation department finally obtain d the tin~noial back1ns 

tor h1ch they had been asking tor years. I~ 1917 the 

electorate Yoted a tou:r•tentha mJ.ll 'fiX which money wae to 

be used tor the puxtohea• and oonstruction ot playgrowuia. 

l9l7 ·us a very eventful year for the B\u'ea.u ot Pa:rk• •• l• 

ebown by the following report by c. P. Keyser,. Super1ntenden~ 

ot Parke, Portland, Oreson; 

The yea:r Just absi:o.g has pJ"obably bE»en the oat 
important in the h1$tory of tbe de~elopment ot 
park and recreational tec111 tiea or t .he o1ty.
ln this last year the people ba.:e eome tn eloee 
touch with tlle Eu.rti'f1tt.;u!l of the park bureau an4 
have .made more extensive uae of the f'ac1 Jlt1e• than 
in a,ny p:revioue year. Par a are, so to sp eak, the 
c1t1 '• front yerd. In these t .imee ot titreaa tb.e 
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Ck:pcntilt\ire ot money must be ju:s·t 11'1sd 1:>:1 au 
obv1ously essential t19e, azul tu'Jool'<Ungiy \fe 
find no -.i?ntiruertt tot' exteneion or ptlrk:a f>.n4 
bollltlVards, but we do find ~n ev~r 1noree.s1ns 

·anti Snsi~t~nt demanil toll'· S:1et~~t1Qa.1 play 
tor all flge& (I;IJ,t\ ela&S$8~ . 

Portland'l$ p:tatsrouna sJstem •egan tn t 
~mall wny 111 ltct on ·the loJ-th 'f~o:rkW~y• In. 
lQlO an outdoo~ sw1mm~~ pool wa~ bull~ •nA 
pu.t 1n o;pe:t·et1on 1~ ·S•llwooa ·:.f~k and com-,. 
pletely equippe~ playgtol.i.lUls ·were 1ustsll•4 
ln tive of the larget ·pa:rks. \1~1• waa tbe 
t1rat yeat'" in wtiiCh pleY.St"OU.n4 iirectors: tteH 
$mploye«.. In lt:ll there 'Vfel"e a•-ven playgro\Uldt 
tully equipped wt th ··outdoelt Q"mnasluin appa.r:a.tua 
Etll u1'1de:r the su.pervtsioat)f 1"e&~lar · plararoua4 
dirtlOtors who&e salaties to'talei S,Ollle $GOOO•OO• 
In 1918 fil.nother playgrouni was added• and a · 
•eeo.nd swi.n:lm1ng poo~ ·wac&. built $n4 <Jperate4 U& 
PtUd.uaula Part. Atten<lante flgU.r>es tor th1e 
felll" •ere 3®,.&00 ln ' the · pla1gr~unda, u4 · 
36,000 bathers in tb& sw:l.tiirdli' pQoleh 

ln. 1913- five new playground iJ at eimila:r 
high graQ.e eons.tr\.Hl1U.Qr.t tliere put in o:p~retiou., , 
end the system•• f1r$t o~n1ty ·nouset1 tha' 
in Pen1iUnlla Park, begEUi to ttl.n:¢t1Qll to't rear 
arol.lnd . V~o~k. fFotal atte. na~no& on the ple.ygro\Ul4s 
:ln 1913 WiixS 3941 144 &lli $t-, 615 batber.e in the t110 
awimm1ns poole. 

In. 1914 tne nu.ber ot playgt:.ounda Wtul 
1nc~eas.ed to eixteen, &tu.\ there has been no 
turtber in()r.~f:Hl$ Ul tb.e las t tluree years.. All 
a.ttetndance of 440,000 on the playgrounds and 
631000 .bathers 1& reeord•d tor: 1914. 'Pbe tX})e.lus• 
ot maintena:ne)e and supe;rvisioa totele4 $35,000.ot, 
or seTen Qents p~r head. 1915 and 191• were not 
essentially 41fter~nt fr<lm 1914:, but .thre• ou,.l 
r;tanding reat,urea make 19l7 a signa+ll im,portant 
year in the blstort ot Portland's Publ1o Reoreation. 
Ot p•raZilount importance is the voting bJ the · 
eleotorate or a ·' mill tex wb1eb ~a to reo~ 
•nnliltlll7 tor the purchase and con~rt:ruet ion ot 
p1a1g.:rounds. ·The) e1 ty 1&: aommi ttEHl to a pt"og~a 
'ilhicb will adeq't.UlteJ.J meet <t;be pl$yground need• 
or all the p~ople ana in ttu:e ao11~rae ot t1U 

. eomp+ete a sy:;,tem whit)h 1$ today w14ely known · 
as on& of the be$t in the 4ou.ntr;. 

Ot hardly lees i.mport~nce 1$ tb.e start wbiob 
tn this last year was made 1n il\uUeipal Golf, 
SoJae torty Am.eriean oitlee .ba'fe establ1she4 publit , 
golt coutse$,, · 

http:35,000.ot
http:1nc~eas.ed
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Portland has delayed starting municipal
golt prin.tdpelly because until the ground e.t 
Eastmorels:nd was otfe~e4,. no suitabl~ loca• 
tion ee available. However, an et~teen 
hole course 1e now in progre$& ot construction, 
which will be a credit to. the gru.nea .end a 
erown1ng to ture if! Portland's field ot sports.
Plans for a high class ~lub house ha•e ~een 
preparea, a~d play will b$ inaugurated early
in 1918. The course is laid out on the most 
picturesque part . ot Eastmorela:c.ut. and . a<:f.fo1ns 
the Reed College Campus;, !h.e trf;lc\ conta1ru:1 
one hund~ed ano t1fty-one- eeres, ia & natural 
park, end ia '&ll re•ote4 with natural hazard$. 

Play of the sacond nine will be around 
beautiful ·Crystul Bpr1ng.s Lake. The cour~e 
has an exeellent variety ot holes; aggregating
6,155 yarns, and wae laid out by Cb&ndler Egan, 
one ot Oregon's i,nternatiouel golt t1gu.res.
Fro its inception tne oonstruot1on of 'he 
course has been oonsi&tently planned and carried 
out, an4 when opened for pla:r will. be more 
highly perreoted tban the great msjoritT ot 
t1ve year old cour ee• 

The third advance tecre~?ltional feature 
is the •xteneion ot- thf! oQ.mnttU:l-1tY house work 
to 1nolude n1ght work 1n the gymnasiums of 
the various school. houses. ln 1'917 tbe Sell• 
wood bl"anoh ot 'the YMCA was converted into 
e. eo unity oenter under the autho:r1ty or 
the Bureau of Park$. This a nd t!h0 P.eninsula 
Park Genter. together ii1th the night 01'~ 
carried out in some fifteen school houses. 
hich is carrie<l ou tn the na·tu.re ot ex­

·tensions• is realizing to the people the 
bor.efits and advantagee , to be obtained from 
the city 's supervised recreation and $octal 
ser~iea. 

IncU.oat1ve ot the pro'P'eas that has been 
made ~S1noe 1909, ·hen the play instinct in 
boys at1d young men found i 1;ia tU~pl.'E:$a1ons 
pr1no1pally 1n hoodlumism end s•ng formations. 
on Halloween ot that year it ·Hs nee~$sarf 
to place several special e;uards 1n. all ot the 

· perks to prevent Yandi;~.llsa, wbilE!l on last 
Ballowee.n no special watching was ·done exoept
in one small perk, an4 in that 1t_appeared Ull• . 
tteoessary.. Handball, wbioh bas been 1nat1tuted 
generally, in the playgrounds, »erhaps more 
than any other one thing. hes become the out~ 
let ror t his renegade tendeney. The boys 

http:na�tu.re
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have learn$d to value the plr. ygrounds, 
having this end other fot'ma or ol!gan1zed
play. V.ar 1s shm i .ng 1t11 et.teot on euch 
f1el4 sports as besebell and .tootlball, 
but it is elearl evident no• more than 
ever betore th t the reoreat1on of tbe 
people, espec1 lly ot' t he boys &lld girlS; 
must be k$pt elea:r of vioious tendenc·ieth {12) 

Included ln the construction work of 1917 was a double 

concrete :paved tennis court a.t Penj.naula Park. 

Tl"Je su<H-'8$S ·Of the r;astmoreland l'lolt Course 18 sb.E>Wn 

1n a 1921 report from !Jlr. Keyser.. 

In 1921 4\J.OOO oerds !or n 1g.bteen 
hole game ere issued, hioh at a green 
tee ct t .y anty-t1ve ca t s has otf set oper­
ating expenses. Also, tbi& ye r an 
<~l8~00Q,OO olubhou.se has been erected, 
OOl!t aining a retrecto:ry, which he.s been 
more suc:HH)Ssful than on& ha<l even boped 1 
end containing also four bundr&d red 
single teel loekere tor men a nd fifty
for women. ith space to t.oY.ble th1s 
equipment • (13.) · 

The record ot the pl ygrou.nd division was an indioation 

ot the moat suc0essful sea$On yet. E~ght$en playgrounds 

were 1n operut.ton, and a total o.t twenty-tour had been a.c• 

quired. supertrised play hod proved 1te lt to be de:t"initely 

a part ot Portland. The ailfl no was to provide each neigh­

borhood with a supervised pl yground. 

Mr. Keyse.u:·, in his t:ulnunl re-port ot 1917, &t ·ted tbat 

his plen1 in the near tut~re~ W$s to have each playground 

113, CitY of Portland• Annual ReJ;!or~s Bureau ot Parks 1917, 
(Portland, Orcgon, . l9l7) p . ~. 

13. Ib14. P• 4. 
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hold a terminal festival et the end or the su er season. tl4} 

These annual exhibitions were earried out, and proved to 

be very successful. They ere still be ing he~d, end in 

addition to these, there are t wo ojor festivels in the 

summe!' and two in the winter. A girls' pageant is held in 

the sUI~Un:er at Laurelhurst Park, while the playground circus, 

staged near the end of "the summer .season, ie held st 

.P~n1nsula Park. The girls' pageant and th.e plt.yground 

circus are both held tn the public auditorium in the winter. 

The pageant and the etreus always bring capacity crowds, 

end are usually held on t-wo succe.s<'!1ve nights. 

The playground cireus 1 'lrh ich had its begi.nning in 1920, 

is now btlled as "The Barr Brothers Circus". 

As organized play activities increased, the idea or 

staging la.re;er plBY days., sports days, and finally, a 

children .. s circus was developed.. '!'be first playground 

eireus in Portl....nd was initiated in 19.20 at Peninsula 

Park in tbe boys• gy:nne.sium. It proved to be such a huge 

sue cess that the follc ·ing year it was again staged a.t 

Peninsula Park , but both the boys' and the girls' gymnasiums 

ere used this time .. .t\11 of the acts vere t aken from the 

boys a.nd girls 'kt!o pa.rticipo tod in the playground programs 

of one of the various parks. 

'the tollo~ ing yeor, t he circus as held out-of-do.ors, 

14.. .!lllS· p. 5. 
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ith each successive year 1t grew lereer. There \\ere more 

acts and more spectators. until the ch:·cus developed into 

its present s1z.e, that 1.s, a t lJ:t•se ring circus steged two 

s-ucc9ss 1ve nights to a ero -'d ot about seven thousand people 

es.eh night. 'The acts include dancing, tight rope walking, 

tumbling,, elowning~ hand balancing . apparatus work, spring 

board work,, revolving ladders, high aerial artists., and 

many otl:er perrormc:nees.. l!~. Raymond Dennison. Director 

or Special Events _, 1 th the Bureau of Farks and Public 

Recre&tion, has been dire~ting the pl aygro~nd circus since 

193'1, and 1t is due to his ability an4 eff<>rt.s that the 

oircus offers such a great "/ariety of acts in tlle present 

day show. 

The girls• psgeant, first held in 1924 at Peninsula. 

L&urelhurst, and asbington Perks, was originally given 

only in the swmuert ime. 'l'he pageants are g1van in the 

forms of plays such as ncinderel.la", "The Golden Goose''. 

ntbe, Enchanted l?r1neesstt • all of wbieh require colorful 

¢ostumes and are, ell portrated by children. · · In recent 

y~ars, the grounds at ~au~elhu:rst have been filled 1n and 

lendsea:ped to make tl1em eve,n more beautifUl.. 'l'he winter 

, pagean':t • held at tte eu6:i torium* is still young. lt was 

held for the first time in 1944, and is now staged on two 

successi ve ni ght s to a crowd of about. five thol.;.sand people 

!· 
each night. Mrs Edna Kennedy is no'· t he director of tbe 

girls' pageant, which has been acclaimed by the public 

http:ncinderel.la


and h~s re¢eived :t&vorablfll comme.nt !n the editorial pages 

at tho' 1o0al p$pers ~· 

The P\U1lll>S-$ of · tb- paieant- 1s to ~llQW tb.e &roup ot 

(l}b ildren ' .$ el~&s(H! tO: wo.rlf tQwa.r.d en objeet.tve, and to d:ls• 

play the talent whi~,h they ha'f:e ac-~ui.red duxring a setllson ot 

praotioe. The talent e·omea from 'the va.J;"ious dance -.nd 

(b,,$Uil.a o.lt:usSces h~l~ 1n the :~creatton 4:epal1't~ent • $ 0.Qlillf.iW.f!1:tY 

eente:r buildings. The w1nte:r pa1":t1o1ptul't& rlUDibef at>out 

tbr.ee hundred,,- While tbe summe:c pal"tio1:pant•• like tbe 

playground eireu.a• numbet- o1er five hundre·d. ­

The rea:£" 1921 marked t;~$ loss of the bane. conoe-:rts t .o 

Por·t.lsn.d. !be$e_coneer.ts were a:olort\l.J. ana besuti:tlll i:a 

that ta-e:y · l'i'er<e held dttl"ins , the Gutnmel' m.ont.bs Ul 'be pe-rle,. 

Howe'9'er the. . l 

ott'1e1als co»trolltng the ba<~.:get -expenditu:re.s app~u:entl.y 

deetne€\ t he .oonee~ts too eQs.tly., ·and oeestH.l to au:Pper't; tl)em. 

That they 11ere El real loss. at th• · tim~• ,o.tbe rrec:teat1Q·h 

dej!ex·trr,~f,nl't 1$ deeeribed bY ~ tj Key;H:tJ 1n lt115 . f!~Uluttl.. %'&port 

dated l9Sl~ 

We are· 1mp:rov1ns eondi tiona ln. the 
nuu tel" ot e<tult re:orea tion, but we he:ve 
or:t.l:Y ~de a b-.g1~1ng~ M\ioh :fll~Y be done· 
through ·netglfl>o~hooq C.QmrllUni t .r sins.s .• 
band oon.()~J'ts. t tw:t.l1pt leap;~s._ e~c~ 
T'o :f~rtba:r this Jli'l'O~ram we ~eElid' ·mo.re ball 
utamon~. $ end ttliUli,e eourtat... ·Oulr ~reatest 
tline,.l• lo.s.e t>ft . t 'he seasQn was tbe &limin­
e.\ ion of ~he bend <:onoe:r·1us~ Portl lnd' 
:m.oet pleasurable feature is her summer 
n.tglrts~ 1~ sGeme too ba4 to lc~tle tb1& one 
t~i.lll which appael~Hl ali,ke t-o el.l age$ 
ana. etlncUtlons ot p~ople,; . and g~ve morE~ 
Whelesoro,e pleasure, \Q larger ttUlltbert Of 

http:m.ont.bs
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people at • tllne than &:ny other one feature 
of our program. {15) 

In 19~2 the equ1pJ>ed playg:roun.da under the super... 

vision of playground direetors had i:nOJtease<i to niruflteen. 

The fo)..l.o'tliq report shOW$ the total attenianee crt boys 

and gil'li frorn Me:y \lntil the middle or September~ 'J:h1 a 

'attendance ine.ludes only outslde set 1-r1ties .. 

bookl.yn·-.............. 10, 262 
Columbi a----..;..,.... .2'1• i24 
DuniW$Y-··-·~·- ~1 219Irving.......- ........._...... sv.ool. 
Zohna~n Creel·~ 5.069 
Ke n :t lwort;Ji....,. ...... ,.. 2~ . 04.2 
Lents- .... .,. ...._.............. &, i aQ 
Mt~ Scott•-·• ·- 8 ,261 
tilt . Tabor,..-----· 12, 92~ 
Nortb Park•.., ......... 15,490 
Pen.inerula·--··- 99:1 09& 
St:tllwood-.......~- ...... 38,.294 
Terwilliger-~-~ 6 1 079 . 
Vernon........... - ........ 22;191 
·~lashingtfiln-- ... -- 7,, 955 
Wa llaee-""'•••·..,. ...- · 11,_158 
Rock Island·-·- 3.099 
Woodstoek--··-• 2.292 
Latu:elb:urst• ......... lG 1 'lt\6 . 
. Tot al 3:4S.,~2I {llS) 

In Ju.ne 1925 to\U' new mun1ctpal golf oou:r$~8 were 

opened to the public . A short t1m.e later e pl'1vately 

_. opet"a-t•d g()lf aou:rse optH'led 1n com.;pet1t1·on. w.ith tbe city 

operated c.ours0s-. This seemed to out do n atrtena.-.nce 

City of Portland , Annual l~e or ts 8ureau of .Parka -9al , 
(1:loxt1end ,. Oregon , 19?"1 ·. -, •. 5. . 

Ott·y o_t ~ortland,. - ~nue.,l,Repo,..tt· su.raag ot. Pg.r.ks .1923,_
U)ortland 1 Oregon.. · t23~- P' • · 29. · ·. · 

http:bookl.yn
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urae 1a 1~0~ and ' 

tor the eity ~our111es ot tir:: t. but t ~n ye!:.rl;, r c ..rd 

eh.oweli an lneJN%•slng J>Qrt1oipa\1ot.t on the city's l:lnlut. 

The t.ennl$ oourt co.nst.ruotton htid not yet c~~:ught up 

111 tti& publlo d nd. A't ttrae~ t.h& courts wet"'e so 

o.onge"'te4 tr.. t the e1~y ountempl(ited ch.e.rg1Lg a S1Sall 

ree duriug th he vy hours. 

'!'he etre-cts of the -~res 1on di<.\ rwt loav-e • be. 

Bureau or hrks W'ltoua-hed. At t.h~ end cr t!lc tiscu 

oney.. Tax 4e11nqu noy becu:;Jae 

Durtu~u <>t' Pilirks -~ foroe4 to curtail d1.&buJ:aeliiUJn~a so 

,gr tly tliat 1 lQ.33 tbey at.ood at elx.ty per cent ot tlla 

1m tll ·unt. 

thought to o 

<tause.d by tlle neeass1 ty or curt~•ll l.ng supcr"Yieed 

playgrOUlld: .f'Un~s nQ hortu.ning the period ot su:per­

Yistcn over a length ned school v e~t1on . It wa not 4 

t t Ju anile d ·uuq net 1ncr~es 4 o~ then ,oul be 

ntieipet.ed n~:r:nl$11¥• ne-ere-~tien s4p~rvt s1on wtut 

m1ntaiua<l 1n tho eo~n1t7 C\Hitor buildirt~5 1n 1933 

end thQ a-ttenqf.Utee reco:rt:a sno 'ed ~ rourt~$-n ~r c~nt 

A nstior. l ~ ·bJ.io llnks golf ~h "'1l"sionsh1p s p.l ye4 

4urln .the t'il"""=t ee~ of l~uau::Jt in 193S at the - s\mo t;laa4 

http:ntieipet.ed


Golf Oourse. 'l'hia was the first time this type of event 

bad been held west of the liissi"S.s1pp1 and gained nation­

Wide pu'blieity for Portland. 

Golf attendance in 1935 'for all three courses dropped 

twentr-t1ve per cent below that or 19:32. 'l'llia was 

attributed largely to the raot that ll1tlnY people could not 

attord to play golf' during the depressio:a. Portland bed 

also unde~gone one of he-r severest winters lfhiob le~ the 

golt greens damage-d in the spring. 



CHAPTER III 

PERIOD OF EXPANSION AS A BUREAU 

Pr1o~ to 1934.. the Parlt ~eau ma11:rt;a1ne4 a. 41r•e~or 

turing the summer months, whose duties were to aot a• 

eports d1r&otor. He a rranae·d e..ll ot the tournBJBtn' 

acbedules to:t the 'far1oue e.ct1T1tiea and arrange4 the 

date& and times tor all games to be played. Attar 19~ 

thia position bat expan4ed to the e:xtent tha'C a tull time 

director was needed to cal'l'Y out the scheduling ot city• 

fiide tournaments. The o:rk not only tnel.uded the adminia• 

tration ot the community center ~uilding elld summer park 

teams, but al.so the bu.ndl"eds ot o1 tY commercial teams in 

e.ll types ot sports,. The activities of the oft'iO·e ot 

sport• direotor he.s now increased to the extent that there 

has been added to the staff an assistant eports director. 

The largest expansion ot tbe recreation progr~ 

oOO\lrred when the Lanham Act Funds were granted tor 

recreational taoilitiea :l:n ,PcrtlanQ. oD Deoem.ber. 1943~ 

Th1a increased the opportunity 1;o branch out and alao 

brought before the public the possibilities ot a well 

org n1zed recreational program during the war years. 

During this period. the partic.ipation increased we·eklY. 

and as more people became aware ot the reo111tiee a'failable 

to them, more people used them. The Portland Recreation 

Department took over tbe organization of a recreation 

program not only tor the city but also tor the entire 



·, 

~e fQ).l.QWl.na patti,U.pa't1o.n l'i:epott :1~ t~.t:~uil tr• '$ 

p..oslll·f313$ :tfitpor·t bY M1s& llototh•a Ltaeoh. D1lr~u~tor ot 
I. 

B$~r•·ation. F~rtlal1\\;• crag"•'•· 11fo~a1 part4.o1;va~1oa tot the 

months "t Dt\1embe1'.; Januttl"y,,_ ant ·up to tJte 2'itit ot Kel'oll ua 
U·u1tnoti$h· Coun\y was $&1.1 t'l~h l.tt o1t.e;an~ze4 Ctports .th• 1C!J'tal 

wa.a ll:,.,fStl 'l:t ut:tn.l' :a P.anli total ot f .et, IIO,...'* {1-6) 

A$· paJrt :ol "he e~p.aad$4 »l1tltno.mah S<>u•t-Y :reot-•att«>a 
' 

p-rt>gram tite building "Which tGrmerlr bouse4 t -be Portlan4 

So~etal Tu.rtl'VO'r$1n we:s .l$$s·et t.y the. ~1 ty. It was retecore.tri• 

pa1.nte4, an4 eqn1pped ·as e: l"e~r-e-e.t!on eenter aru;1 fills caUe-4 

thee PQ,.tlalltd ·GU.'\"S..e· Recreation (Jenta.r ... -oa 1en\lart ·~f, 1944• 

l• ·was opeae~ trt1r a tall prog:ralil ·tor ~bildroa and adt.tlt•• 

Th1• buil4:1ng was staf'fed by one reel"eat l .on e·&nt~r d1recto~, 

-.wo ·lu•$1$\&:nt di~e<ttors._ e,ne olerk1 one pa.rt time re·oreatioa 

l~a4er, and one. tull time reo~eetion l•aier. 

Val!"iei prt'2!g'rWtW •· ~te .t arid still ar·e, be1ng CHltr1ttA Olll 

Ut 1he 00lrulllut'lity ·oente:r \ru1ld1.n~s of tbe . houe:t.n~ unlta . 

'l.'hr·ougl'~< mutual &areemeHtt.1 the ted~ral bo~s1ag · 1.\U:.thori.ttes 

tal"nish. the ~uilding·s• utnt.enEn':loe• •n~ 'aait.or1al st.,rr• 
Whlle tb;e e.tt;v furtdehes t .be recr·eat1on statt anti moet ot 

tbe Pl·lil$ a:wtiole.s.. 

The fdtJ also t\a'rli~hetl 'f.le·ekly movies a-t ·eaeb or tlle 

http:fQ).l.QWl.na


' 
c~•\Uilt.r J():ant~r. btt1ld1tlg~ 1.n the hott$1.·ng o~nt-•rs ,., .t'he ,. 
ll1flVifit au~:te:nces a:r~ uu~ll7 .ltit~•• jue \o the t-aot ttta~ th• 

boua1n.g o•nt~..r.s,. hl moet ea$ea,, Slte tel: rellt.0'1~l tlr• 

COlM.lerolal. theste~~. -

'f'h~ prog;rams d:itte~ 1iil.- eaob o·ommnni ty ~$at6r !tOCordiA& 

to the tieaitr~e ot the pe.rticlpt;:int$ . t,be hoU:aiDJ •ut . 

_ otnt~l"s a~EJ lE>~u•ted 1a the t-o1l..ow:tng :p1••e·• ·~ . 

1.. . Guilt·• tJ ~-~....-..-.~................;rr......JIIjo .. .t1ve. Olatet's 
2. · S\ . l-ci>hn~s .woode••.... ··~- .................. on& e«tnter 
8~ , i>·~Urkside iiOW$8"-"-"'f!""'•;,;o,••••.,......, on.e- oente.t 
'· Col.ubia Vill.•·••.;.,...,..,.... ,.., • ...,.,..,...,. one een:ter 
~. . t1n1.,e.:!'Si,, Bom,es~ ..............~.................. o-ne .QtUlt er 
•• t~itv1-6w HoDua•·~··•............................. one center . 
'1. Van_port 01t,_........"!................................, atftn o·enttu.~· .,. 

';t'be '&Xpf!tnd•A e11ry pJtcarem ililtlutl.e,a n~ght pt~ttr••• la 

tne follOWil16 SObQOl.$ $n<\ OQB~nity oenteYJU 

1. Albina Oomm\la1 ty Center 
!, ·Oentenal:'y..,Wl1bur Centet' 
3,., Lents OOma.\lni ty Oenter 
4. los,~ph taae Sobo.ol 
th 'Manley Commun;it} o·enter 
6'• JT.ienttly Hous:e 
7.. BeeJ.mi.ottt Sellool 
e. El-tot Sebool 
t-. Pen.1n8al'a ICJboe>l 

10. Gregory l!e:igb:ts 
ll. loosev-E?lt H1,$.b School 
l.2. · letterson JH.gh. School 
15. F~ankl1n Btgn School 
14. ~1s1e;r 6f;1hool 
15* :vernQ.n.. So.hool 
16·..,. KOI-1i Otl' Schott),. . 
~7. ·ru1 t ·on. so·no•d• . 
1$. · ~nt.J;V1l.l.e, Oo•uaity Oeate~ 
19. Mcnulowlatk· f;r~d.l~P QaaJ
20. Fealn8ule C<»unn1ty Oenter 
21. Sellwood Comtnunt.ty oentel.' 
22. Neipbo~lil-ooa ·House· 
23. SJ>$01al Faa,u:res 

A.. On- dr~ 4.1r~o. tol' 
1.. (lUe Cl'aft 41W'•qto;­

24., .Spotts. ~ohe4ul1ng Progr&a 

http:Comtnunt.ty


A c.lt.i.mp1lation ot eptc.:tfie :r:eet·•'lH'itio:n a~t..1-v1t:te~ Ls · 

tat•• t~• a p:ro@l!'tH.i~ lttil'tl:rt of.Ml$~. no~\ti\•:tt ~JUiQb• 

Dtr~t. ts·or of Re.<U"eati.on t 

'f&p 
Bal.let 
Folk­
kl1rootu l-n$tructi~~ 

Pre.~Jt~lo$ period$ 
Ch11i:ro' ·- Wl~thnif 

GIAFTS 
Ad11l. $l"t.ttttl; 
Obil4-ren' s ~·~aft a 
At.l'J>late modeliltS 
Ple.st~:r ~oll'lt 
Fin'$ arts 
Sho-p 'WO l'k 

:MUSIC 
~i.ano troup instrttot1on• . · 
OhOI'\1$· WGtfk 
s1ag1ns· · · 
Llstenins b<:ntrs..,•reeor<.i•
Ratlio li$tentng ·groupa 
6)et"a'1" s.rou:pt 
orchestras 

· l)~ 

AchUt tneate~, 
Ghll<tren':& theaters 
S\o~r Ho'Q'l'fl' 
llnp:rovls~ti,on bous 
Tal.:n;J.t group• 
R$41<> lllorkshcpl 
l?l$7 readtng g:r<::ntp• 

OttJB naoup,s 
ftu:tn.•·ac• -lub s 
J!obby groupe (all typ$$,} 
.Jo~r.nttllBil el-.b 
to\'ltb .g•o·ap,$ 
Distu.slli·Oli group• 
Women1 • · oltfb$· 
Mell''s ol.nbs 

KIMD!RGAB'!'U 
Cl11ld.t-en·' • . rhy·U,uAI 
o·ratta · 
Stentr ao11t 

http:Re.<U"eati.on
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SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
Parties 
TournPJ)ients 
Shows ·r 
D1nners--I.unehe.ons 
Lectures 
-organization meetings
IndnstrY••Special nights 

SPORTS 
Fhysteal Activities 
League .scheduling 
WomEul•s gya (17) 

The Portland Recreation Department bas tncr~aeed its 

ye.ar aroun4 start 'from nine in 1936 to twenty-three tull 

time end thirty pert time, in 1944. The temporary start dur­

ing the summer months tor thia same period increased tro~~a 

sixty to one hundre4. three. 

The Lanham act provided federal tun48 tor ehild cere 

during the wer emergency and tor expanding recreational 

programs throughout the country to take care ot the 

leisure hours of war ~orkers. These runds were discon­

tinued in l\J4S, hcnrever. when the government began to 

curtt:iil 1ts war activities; but the need ror a larger ­

program than before the war was recogn1ze4. The permanent 

starr no ls, ·approximately three times larger than 1 t was 

in 1936. 

Pot-tland •s REH'ireation lle:Pertment rates as one or the 

top organizations of its kind in the nation. both in 

runotion and in the caliber of its starr-. 

17. Ibid., P• 15. 
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ifhe ultimate plan is to have playgrounds and parka 

situated tb.rougbont the city so tlu~t no cit.y resident 

ill b-e rartner than one...helt ~o thr.e·e-quarters ot a mile 

from a playground, playfield , or park. This plan wee 

voted upon and carried by the electorate in 1938, and it 

1& being carri,ed out now by publi¢ o·ttlc1el& 1n the 

graduel buying u p of lanrd for thi$ purpose. 



....... ·; 

· ~~~~ 

CllAF'rJB lV 

PERIOD OF GRf.A'.fiR EXPANSION 
1939-1943 

S1nee 1909• wnen the first snperv1sad pla:ygroun4 wa• 

1nausurated. Portland's publ1c .raerea.t1on bas taken on ~he 

torm or big ousine·ss, and has, within. its 4epartMnt., 

several olassH."ioation$ ·G:t worke!'s . fhe tollt:>w1ng 

tinaneial. expendi tuaa repo;ft Wfl.$ taken trom an tiUUlual 

report by De>to.thEH!1 M. Lettaob., D1:r'eotox- of Reoreat!OJU 

Ci\T Playgr.ound Eh:.tdg.et••-··--~ $l2l.:,_sa.a.so
· :Part Budget-.•••••................................ $651;~52,.50 
Be~r.eational Revol"tin,g funde. 

t;roa deneea. movies, etc.·-.-• 
t.a:Q• .A.ot tun.«•.-..............- .....- .......... 
Rec.lr.e$tion Qontr1but!.AtJJas••···• 

· Grand !'otal:""·-·...-t~ t18) 

Th• toll:ow1ng 1111 a ltst, taken trom an $nlltt&l re:por• 

inted l94A-1. whiCh ahow.e tltte different olaEHsitioetiona ot · 

reoreat.io:aal workers 111 Portland~ 

I.U.reotor o.t Reorea,ion;
fo be responsible to~ the oYer•ill pro,gram 

Aslietan' U1tee'o~ ot ReOl"eat1():l 
(V· ~tip~.rt Ooordtnator) lfo adv1$e w1 tb the 
director or. reere&tion, and b~ responsible
for the e.ntire progrSltl and 1t.s · O:l"gantaatioa
and operation at V$nport and East Vanport. 

County•City $up:erv1aor
f'o ad"tt .se with th$ direotor J:Jf recreation. 
and. be .responsiole tor tlle e.:ntire p:ro.era 
(eounty} a.n<l 1n charge of 1ts organii•'U.Gtl.
ud operation. 

D1reotor of $pec1•1 .Ae.tiv1t1es 
To ailvise With the <Ure.otor ot ree~eatton 

__ , Jf;'lbl<t. ·• "".· . 25 . 

http:651;~52,.50
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and be teaponaibl& tor tho e11'1re p~og:rd 
ia oratts., d~1 m.u$10 • et<h ol"aan1sat10tl 
aad opera.tion. 

;Q.omntTilni t1 CenteJ> Dtrecte~ 
· fbt1 41l"e~tor in e.harge ot a building ia 

respons1bl.e tcr the total program and all · 
ect1'ifit1ea ot the ouilcU.ns. Tbe il1reotor 
is %"e$poas1bl• tor tbe pe;-son:nel, auult 
evalt:tete the program., and see that the 
bu11d1na 0pe;ratea eftio:lently•. 

.As.ststant RtO,reation Oenter Direeto' 
.A:ssi.s.t t'be recre&t1,o.¥t ~ente:r 41rector ani 
be resJ,H:)naibl.e t~r duties assl.pf)4 by the 
director. 

Pl•J Lea4.e~• 
tndi'f14ual. in ollarge ot special skill• 
;prograxa, or l,1$ile4 presr.ems with littl• 
.adnlinistra t 1o-.. 

SW1~ ll1Jt'EHi)~or.s 
:tn Ob4rge ot operation ot pools eel p.ro.g,reXIl.lh (lt) 

Aloag wtth the· al>-o•e mantioned pal4 li'eereat1onal 

workers, should 'be e..(lknowledge(l the, voluntee~ workers . 

Th••• are t he people who take part in the aomtllunit:y houee 

and play.grO'UtUl activities and who. 'Volunt~,·~ pai't ot their . 

tinte iu a&s1$tinc recreation leaae~s 1n earry1ns ou' -..he, 

progralll. 

The great . e~ans1on ot the recreation pros;ram t,n 

l?ortlan4 1~ .sbown in the tollowt.ng list ot areae tthere tull 

and part time prcgr·ems wer.e oerried out during the yea,, 

.o.t l~41, t 
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~ . . 1#400, 

A~~· Ol t :y ot P.eJrt lan4 Qonunwa1 ty 0f.Utt~llJ'a 1 
~, soo1a1 .i'()(UtlS, and el.u.b l:"oGiUt' 

~~ :Montavilla 
2• Oolwnb~a 
s.. Bellwo~4 
•• Peutn$ul• 
i, Cent..,nuyl*>Wtlbur Oh1u:•a 
e.. X..l\ts 
f . Albin,_, 
a.. i4~,~~~tl.u~eat 
t . hb:t·t:o ' A:tUU.tortwa 

10,. Pott'i.a:nd O:t.vi.o Be<ateatto• Otr.rter
11. Manler Oenter 
1:& . :Fr1.endlV HQU:tse
l!J, Net@b.bo;rhQQd House 

~~ HOU&1ng All~bor$tJ 
' 

l . \Jn4Ye»$1'1 liQm.es 
a.. Oolum,'t)1-. fill• 
·• · Gutl<l., '. t Lake (ttve eon1a~'rs) 
'· S\.• ..lohn'e' Wo~~• 
s. P.-¥"ka1de lic;>mea 
o.. .ressenoen. Q9urte 
'1 . J'a1r·view .Bomee 
a. Vanpor' . 

a . '!lu'e.tl ~ent&.r• 
b., Tbr$• •ooial halls 
o. Two 4&7 ·'-•:r• buildinss 

:fl.. $ohQ$l, . -~il.<ling. 
GPttiJ* ·au<Utoriaa e:ud special ro010 

l. J'ift.J•h1Jltt era.tJ1111aJ' $<.lhool.• 
2.~ Ten hi gh $Cboole 
3 . 'l'hre.e swilnmlng pools 

a. a~u:eh · 
b. Buok'nlan 
o·. s.hattv.ek 

». Ghveheli . 
Recreationlll rac111ties (grm ana gu• 
rot,J~m.s) ·O• thir:ty•two miseellaneQU•
d.-nominations . 

E. Oount;y 
Sohool. Buildi~gs. 

·1., Fe.1rY1ew 
.2. J4Ul.tnom.ah 

http:J4Ul.tnom.ah
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, ,,. foaeph Lane; 
4.. €ht,al1aa
I. Ltneh 

~~ · P1'1'f·~'t$ 

1. 'fhll.tt:y...tou.r cl.uf;)s -.qQipped · wi, ':h 
recret.iitiQn taeilttj.es

2.. lnclutr.t~l eq\lipped Qen,ers 
.a. Col~'&is A1roratt ·Company'*• OI:eaoP Shtpyarda
01! a•an ls.land $bipyarde 

&. C0Uttllel"'41al. 

l... !111).-te•a b&wi1ng alleye
J.. Forty~et:t pool hall& 
3.. Fo~ty'1'Glte m~v1e thentel"t 
4. S1x.ty'l'i't1ve danoe halls 

H. U a ·0 ae.nt,$ra 
· Th1rte••· .\fEUl1'1t>$ · clubs~: one ot whieb 1s 
e1:4.1Ustvelr tor eol:oxoe4 aoldi~ra.. 

11. Out~loo~ 

A• 01ty ot l?or'tlan4 

'l, F11'tr~•tx pletgrounds and park areas 
a. S1xty..l'!;ltae ~Jchool playground area.• 
~h 'Pb1rty•'frwo sup:ervteuH\ playg~ounda 
4. E1gnt .$\fltnni:ns pool• 

a .. H$tu!llns At.'Jt•Jt ty 

l,, Vanpert 
a. :E:le-teu smell obildr~n•a are~u~ 
'• E1et)t.t pl~ •rea• 
·•. Th1J"te«Jn pl~ygreunds 

2,. Rou.e~ng unita 
si.11:\eea play area$ 

G. Pv.bl.1t Librar 
1
,ies 

1. Mul.i.11Qlltih County Library 
a.. Publio lt.:O:ta~y (16 'branobea) (20) 

20. Ibid, • p. 5. 

http:Pv.bl.1t
http:taeilttj.es


'Ill 

the toll-ow1nts ye;ual' at>ottnd ;progr·~:un wse · a4m1n1stered b7 

'he IUl:lilt\\U at Parks ·$rid. hblt~ lem:.t'eat1on tluiaa , the year 

ot' l94tS. _!his waa tab:• tl"om the annu~l - report or 194~$ 1 

a.n<i showe how eoliplete w1us the cutp$n$1Pn from pi&Oe t1me· 
i 

!EAR ARO'Wm . ~EClllU.~lCI PROGRAM 

•- :Na<tio:n$1 hfenet 

1•· Re:creatton Vo1unteo.J.' Corpa 
a. X'l1ysiea1 fitnes$ Gotp$ . 
3, Juld.o~ V:oltntt.ee:ti-Oorpa 
4~ Mato~•s B•ereat1oa Cnntonm~u:re 'Collmli~te• 
Gi Portland•:s Al~bei$8 $Qmm.er Oon4.e:r·te 
I• Recreati-on SU.:~r Cal"avaa 
"~• ' Re4 Oro•• (oratt iU1ld) 
e. Bt4 Cltoss S~w1n$ Un~ t GroU.pf 
9• 1\64 Cr<:>&JO ):tn1t,ing t;.roupe

lG• ie~ Ot.o-&s Nut:r!tton 0-laeusel 
11• lie;d CJ:"oss P1ts-t. A14 ·elase:~• 
12. · Wal" Stamp 'terml * Tou.rru.tnuiUl\ 
l~• Tentlis Oourt Dtute•a 
14• Vetel:'al!l• a· Guer:d and Pat.ral 
15.. V_tctotry Gerd•ll ·Clasees 
16. Yol.lth Pla'fa)OIUt · for 1le.:rv$sttl!l& Fl•lu• 
lf • Junior· c:ratt \t'nlts-!"0-""...aenatruotion ot 

Pl,af · · •quip~sa\t 
. 1$• P:r~~in.t\uet:ton l1t~•s ·Cla.ss$·S 
l.tf · Pr•""~:lld•~t10n, :Swl'JJ1'$1tlg Clas-sae 
to. P~1tlea1 '''nee$ ·Olatisee ·rox- Y~nitha: 
21. »•1 · o~i• · 
aa,. Qhe.ok•in-:S}I'-$\$111 Cbildr:en of Working Parente 

1. Olub J?rogrmlllt ·· 

l• l.eventu Cl.-'b$ ('f'OJ' WO!Ilen pa.st 60 ;yee.:ts 
o.f ap,) 

~. · Clnt~k•~ '0l.u.b• 
s~. Oa:rr4 ' Oltl~s 
'' T~bl(:l) fean~•
&, Pr11':ate G~_oups 
e_ ll1'"14ae 
7 ~ Alli. -types ot ~~Qbby groupe 
$~ Teen age e~ubs 
·9. Setenth tlild l\:{3htb Gra-dt so.c ial clubs 
1:0~ Ad'lll' dl!lnea~ el.ilbS 



o .• , 

m. 

Co.un:t·~t ~•:no·y O~ope;re t1 ot& 

l~ ~el.l 'baliiy .1).\i~~•:• 
a. IJtUUUnleE,t!tlOJl o:tla1•• 
a. · Vf.tr.lcn.·e$.1. tie"aso- ·Nn1Ul·ol Qllai,O
4. B~n1th ei~atlott 1•eturea 
s. Bey a~-0ut poupw: 
6., Oir1 Scout pou-p• 
'• Fr&.te't~al e:t:,~ut1iat1on• 
a. c~.-ua1 t7 'Clubs 
•· e~p F:t.:r~ . t1r1• 

10·. Four B Olu~a 
11. S.Gl.th l)(ll_patttae:utt l.l~i$ilq ••~v!,rHf 

s,~~t$ ~tot~~ 

l. ·seake.t.,·$ll ~•J:G• play 
a.• f4e.n•t divi·sio.a 
b. Wial'l.ien • ·& ·at v1sioa 
•· l:tmior dtvts1oll 

e. sc.ttbalt. ~•Sll• PlV. 
a. if~'a 4~,r1 ,s1o11 
b.; Wo-.:a*D it:.·t{'-10.1: 
•• 11Ulto·f di'f1$1oa 
-~~ Pl"Y!~<nuii 41'f.i~U.oA 

a. 'l'e't>-1• 'TenD11 teas~: 
a.. Indu~tzial TeGnt!f 41viai oa 
b-. Fall ,city- to\ll:'n.ament 
0. Fall no~tce ~or~rn.ametn' 
4. Spring oi't1 tou~nament 
e.. itUlio~ ott1 tol.lJ-nam•t 
t,. ~layaxrou:nli 4i't1·s1oa ·*"' .Jad.m1ntelJ• · 
"' · Xaet. rt1c; tio~ etu\ tre., pl4Y
1, tc:nill"~cate 

,, (lJ l'll.ntor 
f!l Nov.iee· 
(3) (ll,, 
(4.) Ootu~ole.t-ton 

a:. Intet;,.c;tt:tb play or luvttat1ona1 plar 

1. ueheJ~y 
a,. lns,~:ae.t1aa 
'• City ,to'Ur~am.e, nt 
q., No:Jr'thW-~~t tourna.men.' o. Volleyball · 
th !!i•e-d play

;? .., Horaeaftoes 
•• General pler
b. eets 
c. rnterperk eompetl.t1on 
d. T<>Ulrllament ,s 

http:41'f.i~U.oA


a. A.rt :ro:nna 
$,. D:rl\l'na 

( 1~· .. · 
(2
(3 ·· 

b; »au• 
{l} 
(,2J.. 
(·I) 
\4)
($) 

e. otett•· 
(1) 
(I) 
(.$) 
(t}
(S}

i. S{)OC1al, 
·ll} Q~rcu• 
(13 )· ·C!i,~'9'~n•
l!l Weeltly r$d1o bl"G~utees~a 
(4) :tr)lr•1aal t1tn$&$ ah(JW

l:l ::.. ~1t"!t:::•:llllt 
(71 
.(e,)
(I}

(10.) 
(ll}
(12) 

~.~·. · t. o~ the. ater . p.oup.• 
lj.gh .aohool sreup•
A4ult <l:ram&\lt) gtoupa. 

· · 
.So~ial partiea 
SQ€i.i£tl ·dattQe in.stno·t1oa 
tap 
i'olk 
Und$.t :prte.a 

wathe~ toQ11. Q~ 
Wea.vtas. 
woo.A;wQ~k 
Pot. t.er·' 
Cfc\~-.1»a 

Tem:ti$ .court · dances 
Dat" oamp 
All 4ey oare ot ~ ildrea 
Croql.let 
5.··1~~8& 
Page.fU1' 

(l3J . Q1rcus pared& 
.(~4l ·Stvi!Xlat;bou 
.(15) SWlin de:mc:ns'b•tt\1<>n 
(ltl . He.aJtt:¥5.). on,t•rt~:inment 

• ·• ·S~oi•l Aet.:tvt.tief · 
t1J ·lUsb. Sebool n1®bt s 
(2J Ai:u.lt soo1ale 
(5) Hobby ·soolal• 
{4,) Spo~ &oc~al1J 

f .. FhJa1eal Ao;·U:v1t1e• 
(l.}
(8) 
(J}
(4l 
(O~
(&) 

App:$x-e.tua· 
,,. ­
a. o~di.tiontns 
twriblinc ­
h~Ul8 
Wrestl.lq 

611 . !.U,•ofd,l.a11eoue
(1) l~dustr1al .recreation 
(2,) A!lffT a.ports.
(3) Zoo tripe. (21) 

http:Wrestl.lq
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A.l.though • r ttme emerge y ol•U(Uf, he:Ye be•n 

d1&con'f.U~ue4• Port.tand still ma1~tains en expandin& 

:prog~:am.. T.het standards tor :recr-aat1o:n lriotkertt ar. high 

and tbe. &taft is lerp. 'file cl1met1c con41tiotts al"e 

auttable for lnta1s1na be:eut1f'Ul p-arks where the SUJJI!ller 
• 

pla.reround programe re o~ttie-4 out. Portlanu•s plau 

to have. a pluygrcun.d, pari:. or pla:ttiold within one•halt 

to three- quartets ot a tl~ from eny boose •ttbin the 

city 11 1ts. t~ill 



APPENDIX 



A. ~dm.lnletr&t1•e Ot:ge.l!).l~etJ.on Plaa 
tt Jtort1ana Pa~k Af1'.$t.-s, 1911 

1 . POJ:itland••· •xpan4e4 Reore.a1,1o.n 
AdnlUd.a-tra,.iv• orsan1&atio~, 1943 

e. Portlanfl )lGjpounl Ait&nd.nc• Repo~
lun• to a,,,.mb•r· 1916 

.J;J. Po.,.~lan4 ~laye;rou.tu\ At,eadan•• Qe-por1 
i'llle to St)'·•:mb:e.t , 1121 

E. J'O,J"t~· e.n4 P1a.Jgroun4: .A:tten4ei~o.• llepor<t
Jan• to September , 1~44 

F. Sttllllil1ng Pool. Att•a4 nee llepor't• 1'i'16 

·o. SW1mm1ng Pool Attendance J •p.ort , lf44 

Jt. swuu!lrr ot $1Sl'11tioant Datee 

http:laye;rou.tu
http:Ot:ge.l!).l~etJ.on
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ADU.t!NISTRATIVE ORGANIZATION PLAN OF 
l?ORTU~"'D PARK AFFAIRS, 1913 

leotrieal 
Park; &. 
.Parkwa1 
Maintenano · 

COMMISSI ON 
3 ~embeJ:s 

Ubor1• 
Qulture 

(22) 

22. City of Portland, Annyal Beports Bureau of :Pt¢rks , .1913, 
(Portland, Oregon. 1~15} , P• 4. 
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APPENDI X B 

PORTLAND •S EXT'ANDED RECREATI ON 
ADMI NISTRATI VE ORGAlUZATI ON• 1 945 

D rector o 

$Oilit1es 

Parks Club j Churches 

23. Dorothea M. Len soh. Recreation Highli.ght s ot Portland 
Oregon's Expanded Program 1944, (Por tland, Oregon, 1944) 
p . 4. 



Al?PEND.lX G 

PORTt JSvD PLAYGNG\JND ATTENDAJ~OE R~POR'r 
toRE ''tO SEP'l'EBJ!l, l$16 

~lazs£P!!d• .. ,Zune. · ~~~~ • ·-~ @ 

'· 
!UOeit §e:2t• . . fotaA: .· ,, 

.!tleta 11~1,2'$ 12,.:54$ IJ?$ a_s•'*' 
J),_.ooklyn 4,11? 6*19'1 6 630 . .... 570 1V.574 

Qol.umbta a.~5o lO,Ve-4 6,~6'1 285 2? 556.. •· , . 

Forestry Bldg. l,Os& 4,14' 4 .,lf.S 400 9,811 

Ken.­illioll'th ,, fc29 1.,1.4' ~,630 &to 17,ttt 

L$urelhurs1 

Lenta 

a.o•l · 
$,920 

i.l.a 

,,,.•• ·101.i6l. 945 

&,54.6 415 

2!,616 

18,346 

L1nool.n 4:.991 8 t li7 11,..$J$. tt •. 526 28. f , 51$. 

!4t .. t.abor 1...o 3,353 &,.M2 102 S,llf 

No*'th l?atk 3;'114 ,,eoa •.asa oae 1'1',405 

Pelline"lfl 10,840 ·2t,t9.;$ .a'1.,ao5 j ., ,,,•• 69,384 

S•llwotHl '•458 14,'787 15,4~2 4·7e ~5,160 

Vei'»on ~;286 J.m,.oss 9,867 606 24,·86'1 
. aahtqton 1,616 4, 819 4.,400 420 ll.M-3 

Terwtl.l.1s•r 
4 !.474, I 

.. 

''1 ••?!1' ay ,0.52:!
~ . ' .' ' j 

Total 4$.sve 1«.41. 1•1,424 1.2_.47'1 ~45>,13;! 

(,24) 

24. 



PGR!LA.ND PUYQ:RWND· .&'I'TENDANOE UPOit'' 
trUN.Jt TO SEl?'rEMBXR1 l.92ol 

B~ooklya•• •·,. •• ,.l,O• 26.2 · 
Columbia~.*"' •.,. • .af·-.fJ4 
;{)\:.tnf.WQ <w +- • -. • • • t 5 • 2).:t 
-I"tns•• ~ - . ........ 27.•60.1 
JC1Ul$OU Qr.aE!Ik.,. 51 219 
X•Jlllw~r,Jl. •,. • ~ 8-2., 04.8 
ten\'"""',.*' ..... •,i!$ 

:Mt •. Seo.1,.• •,. •• .12:,1-21 
M1. Te:'bot., .... • a, 2$5 
No·rth Pa2:·k, •••• l.:S,.490 
Pe~.1It$Jlllh •• •. •'i~09.6 
S.lllicod.,. •••••as,2t&
!erwtlll1e:r. • •.•. o•0'1t 
Jf}rnon. ~ ... .. ..., ... 22•.19f 
WtUUlillStO~h.: •·• •· V.t:$1 
Walla•a. "' • "• ",. .•11,._.138 
R.9~lt .l.elanO. • • • • ;5., Ot~D 
\~oodatoo~..... :•. •. 2"2~$ 
~ur_ ellt_tars_t • .•• , &4,.7'i . 

Tota-l 348tall 

http:PGR!LA.ND


.'1, '118 

Grand T&te.l 1,1'1$,544 (26) 



·GirlsP•ntn~l~. 
4ttne .1?' through SEfpt,. 4 ._,.617 

S&ll.W~cl>j 
Jl:llae 1'1 through Sept, ,, CUrl• 

1$.~$? 

>' 

.. 



..,\PF ;:.zull G 

~lht1MU1ng Pool Jl, t ten4an:oe Deport 
. 1944 (18). 

Pool J\111 ,e.ugust Total 

Montc•lll 
. 

36.671 l&,.l ' !).O,S1t\ 

Cranfi 2?,5&7 10,:1.06 37,6'16 

l h•ttuck ·&,&10 s.?Do w,aeo 
' $tlUlGUlo 14,~$$1 i,4e7.1 13,&04 

Se1l•oo·4 17,tJSl 7,131 24,11,2 

BuoknuiUJ 12,100 9,,10 21.-tl() 

P1sr 39.,1'11 26,ill 68,102 

aolumble 11,811 .l4.•,es 16_.($00 

cre•ton M.est .l,,llt 47.-801 

Mt. $oott 84·0'2 9,'130 :.K,&oe 

oouc.h "'·5''1 8,348
To,ttl 

17,92"·
36&,109 

ae. llot"othoe M. WliUtCb, Reoreet1cn lit~ 11$Sbt& of PQrt l nd' e 
hptutcle4 P;roen_ • _ltll• u~ortl.$'n4, or•goa1 1944), p~ 55.• 



1$'11 

1900 

190'1 

1913 

\ 
\ 191'1 

1919 

1918 

APPENDIX H 

summa.r:r ot Slpifioaat Dates 

Dedica-tion ot Portla.ad'a first park bt w. 
w.w.Ohapman, one of the grant holders ot the lan4 

which later became 'he townsite. 

PoJ"tla.nd'a first pa14 park. 'fb.e Cit1 ot 
Po~tlan4 pU)!tl\a.sed tC>JI'tt . a.cJ:"ea a.t a price of 

t6S,024.00 tor a eity park. 

Board ot Park Oonunisaionera appointed. 

A bond lane ot fl.ooo.ooo was wte4 .., 

car~r ou• the Olute$4 Plan ot 1101. 

The pa.rk: eretea beoa.me a bu.reau oonat1tute4 

witllin the ollar\er oomrd.ssion. 

A oharter amen<lment authorizing an annual 

levy ot •4 of a mill tor the ·a.cquislt1on ant 

C!evelo.p.rnent ot playgreunds was adoptee.\ b1 the 

elec,orate1 and a detiaite pl"Oil"Wfl to t!eYelop 

twentr•tour pla:rfP'oun4• wae I!Sta~tect. 

The .4 mill tax was supplemented b7' a bon4 

issue of $500,000 for the p\Jrchase ·ot lu4. ancl 

at the same eleotion t527,000 park improT&ments 

bonds were vot"d• 

l?ortland•s first munloipal golt COUl'se 

(Eastmorelan4) was opeAed. 

Sinoe 1923, tour additional aw1mm~na poole 

have been bull,, m.a1d.ns a total of a1x. 

http:m.a1d.ns
http:t6S,024.00


.. 

FortJ new hard surtaoe teimls oov•• have beea 

constructed, mald.na a total of ti.fty•f1ve. The 

development ot a major sports t1el4 with a well 

appointed t1el4 house 1s well undttr wa.1. These 

wer$ the outstanttiag 1telflS, Which haVe b•en mafle 

poss.ible trom the .4 mill tax. 

192& Tlle West Hills and ioee Olt7 MW1101pal Gclt 

Cov.ses wel"e opened. 

1920 Flrst playground oircua. 

ltS.fr J'1rst s1rls' paseant. 

1934 Inauguration ot the position of sports 

41reotor. 

1940 Period o.t e:Qansioa. 

1945 Period ot greater expansion. 
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Gi ty or Por1il·and, Pari$ C(;l!!p1 ssione:rs • Repo:r' 1902, 
(Portland- Oregon. 19'021 

City of Portland, . Ann'?-el R~naorta Park Boar4 ·l908~J.9l2~ 
(Portland, Or e gon, March }.91'3) · · · 

City or Portland• Apnual Reports Bureau ot Parks . l~lJ~,
(Portland, Oregon, Hnfi) · · · · · · · 

City of Portland, Annyal Reports B~;rea~ of . l?arlus 19+.6,
(Portland, Oregon, 19 · 5) · · ·' · 

9~ ty ot Portland, Annual Report$ Bu;:ea.u of, f!atk_s ;9,~6,,
{Portland,. Oregon, 1916) ·· 

C1ty ot Portlan¢ 1 Annua~ Re;eort:s .Surta,u. ot Pe.rks 191"~• 
(Portland* Oregon, l9l9) · 

C;tty ot Fo.· rtland. Ant~~&; He;Jaor~a. iw;e,~u ,t ~~~fll, l:'f~l.,
(Portland, oregon, l'J!l . 

City of Portland, A.ngual He~ecrte B'Qreau o.f Pa.,rl$.s: .1923, 
(:Pt>rtland, Oregon, 1925] 

City of Portland, Annual 'ReQQl'tpp .Burea~ rt.f, ,l?!!ril:~f 1925,
(PQrtland, Oregon, li25) 

City or Portland, Report or tne PQr,tla na Citt :Pl•nnlns 
Comxaissio.n on Par~ Co!!dlt1<>nl · Ata9, (Port.lend, Orego.n•

1Marob.' iiii) · · · · · · q · ·· · 

01ty of Portland* Annual :He orts But-eau o P rks 930 .t 
1~51, 193Ba l93!• Portland,. qOrl)gon, 1;933 

City o.r Portland•. .Annual Re,or~s·§ureS;u.o{ ,Pftrks 1938, 
· (Portland, Oregon, Z..1ay 19M · . . 

... 
City ot ·.Portlan<i w Annual Re:nort$ Bureau ot l?a,rks 19~~, 
( Portlallld, oregma. Yanuary 1940) · · 

Ci t y ot Por~land., Ann~ull E~J!Ol'ts_. llE*~~u ,of Pfil'k$ " ~ii!h 
(Portl$nd, Orego.n, J'e.truary 19411 . · · 

o~ ty of' Portland., Ara~&l R~iox-ts )~ureau ot: l?arlts _1941, 
{ Po:rrtland; Oregon, · anU&:r'Y 1§42 J . . 

Dorothea :M. Lenseh, Recree.t10:nHish11ghts ot Portlanst'• 
J!l{ax;~ed J?rog;rem 194·4. (PortlEn1d, Oregon, 1944) · · 




