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BEEF PROGENY TESTING REPORT 1975-1976

A. T. Ralston and T. P. Davidson

Although there was a reduction in feed costs during the feeding

trial of 1975-76, poor feeding conditions, increasing health problems

and increased operating costs have not improved the economic picture

of the beef industry.

A comparison of average daily gain, live weight per day of age

and carcass weight per day of age for seven years of testing indi-

cates a small regression in the progress that we have been making.

Whether this is due to adverse environmental conditions or poorer

germ plasm cannot be pinpointed (Table 1).

Table 1. Summary of seven years progeny testing for average daily
gain and liveweight or carcass weight per day of age

Year Average daily gain, lb Liveweight/day, lb Carcass weight/day, lb
Heifers Steers Heifers Steers Heifers Steers

1969 2.39 2.60 2.08 2.22 1.24 1.34
1970 2.42 2.67 2.22 2.31 1.32 1.41
1971 2.69 2.76 2.24 2.40 1.32 1.46
1972 2.38 2.56 2.15 2.34 1.33 1.42
1973 2.15 2.79 2.23 2.45 1.32 1.46
1974 2.46 2.76 2.21 2.44 1.33 1.49
1975 2.50 2.81 2.16 2.37 1.30 1.43

With each succeeding year, the variability among groups became less.

However, in this last test the variability among groups has increased.

Instead of the customary three step feeding system used in previous years,

we eliminated the ration usually fed to 650 lbs (Table 2).

A. T. Ralston is professor of animal nutrition; T. P. Davidson is superintendent
of the Umatilla Branch Experiment Station.



Table 2. Progeny test rations

to 850 lbs 850 lbs to slaughter

15.00 10.00
10.00 10.00
59.25 66.75

.75 .75

.50 .50
7.00 7.00
7.50 5.00

Ingredients

alfalfa
beet pulp
steam rolled barley
trace mineralized salt
limestone
molasses
OSU (40% protein)

Three hundred five cattle from twenty six breeders finished the

test. The steers were somewhat lighter than.last year, averaging 1065

lbs, and the heifers were also lighter, weighing 937 lbs at slaughter.

Marketing at a lighter weight did reduce the amount of backfat but

did not reduce the amount of marbling or quality grade. It did raise

the estimated percent of trimmed cuts from 48.3 to 48.9 and 46.7 to

48.6 for steers and heifers, respectively.

We are hoping that using three acceptance dates and requiring

heavier initial weights will reduce some of the problems we have had

the past two trials.

Chances for improvement in germ plasm and management seem brighter,

since 20.6% of the steers fed made over 1.5 lbs of carcass per day of

age. At the present, with carcass beef price of $60/cwt, these cattle

were producing 90 cents per day, whereas, those below the 1.43 lbs per

day averaged only 1.34 lbs of carcass per day of age or a value of 80.4

cents/day. This represents about $44.16 extra return for those above

1.5 lb per day compared to those below the average of 1.43 lb per day.



PEN NO.	 BREEDER'S NAME 

	

1	 Bud McNeil, Ellensburg, WA
Richard Sidwell, Carr, CO

	

2	 Roy Leverenz, Wallowa, OR

	

3	 Roy Leverenz, Wallowa, OR

	

4	 Gilbert Kanzler, Ritzville, WA

	

5	 Art Schuster, Goldendale, WA

	

6	 Mrs. Paul Donley, Pomeroy, WA

	

7	 R.E. Bartell, Aprague River, OR

Roy Shaffer, Tacoma, WA

	

9	 Feddes Hereford Ranch, Manhattan, MT

	

10	 Feddes Hereford Ranch, Manhattan, MT

	

11	 Tom Dashiell, Fairfield, WA
Ben Newman, Hermiston, OR

	

12	 Stone Hereford Ranch, Hermiston, OR

	

13	 Ben Newman, Hermiston, OR

	

14	 C & B Livestock Co., Hermiston, OR

	

15	 C & B Livestock Co., Hermiston, OR

	

16	 Clark Higley, Salmon, ID

	

17	 Mike Andrews, Prosser, WA

	

18	 Mike Andrews, Prosser, WA

	

19	 Mike Andrews, Prosser, WA

	

20	 Mike Andrews, Prosser, WA

	

21	 Gordon McBride, Granger, WA

	

22	 Gordon McBride, Granger, WA

	

23	 Gordon McBride, Granger, WA

	

24	 Gordon McBride, Granger, WA
Brent Horn, Hermiston, OR



PEN NO.	 BREEDER'S NAME 

25	 Ernest Patjens, Maupin, OR

26	 Ernest Patjens, Maupin, OR

27	 G. I. Ranch, Brothers, OR

28	 G. I. Ranch, Brothers, OR

29	 Brent Horn, Hermiston, OR

30	 Brent Horn, Hermiston, OR

31	 Olaf Strommen, Saco, MT
J. A.-Macy, Madras, OR

32
	

J. A. Macy, Madras, OR
Dan Landers, Wilsall, MT
Roy Shaffer, Tacoma, WA

33
	

Bill Bennett, Connell, WA

34
	

T T Herefords, Connell, WA
Monte Shaffer, Prosser, WA

35
	

Tom Dashiell, Fairfield, WA
Stone Hereford Ranch, Hermiston, OR

36
	

Art Schuster, Goldendale, WA
Feddes Hereford Ranch, Manhattan, MT
Clark Higley, Salmon, ID

37	 Pat Wortman, Enterprise, OR
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