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A STUDY OF COUNSELLED VETERAN STUDENTS SUSPIENDED FROM
OREGON STATE COLLEGE 1946 - 1947

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

For over & yesr the writer acted as one of the
counsellors in the Counselling end Testing Bureau at (re-
gon Stete College, end, in the course of his dutles came
into contect with & number of students who had been, or
later were, suspended. |

In some instences the counselling process showed
thet there wes considersble doubt €s to whether certain of
these students should ever have come to college, In other
instaneces, it‘was found thet students were in the wrong
fielde, It is, Tor instence, remerkable how meny youths
who should be in the mechenleel field, stsrt out in engi-
neering when they have not the background of seclence, or
ere not the type of persons to profit by it., 1In other
instences, students have shown up well on tests of generel
scholestic ability but demonstrate consldereble weekness
in reading end voesbulsry, Because of these weaknesses,
they have felled in some of thelr courses.

Frequently, students eppesred to be suitable



college material; but they had elresdy been on probetion
and then been suspended, Advisement showed where they
might have teken other courses, or possibly heve teken
remedisl reading, but it wes then too late,

In certain instances, the writer, &s & trained
peychietric-social worker, oeme ecross students who were
not doing well because they hed emotionel, finenelel or
other problems which needed working through before they
gould concentrete on thelr work or disouss voootionzl pos-
sibilities.

It occurred to the writer that & study of a certein
number of students who had been suspended might be of sone
velue,

In the first plasee, it might show where e&nd how,
certain students eould have besn “selvaged.” It might elso
point out those who sttempted to do college work, ~ stu-
dents who failed not becsuse of personel problems, - &nd
yet who should never have come to college.

In the second plece, it might indicete certein arees
in which the counsellors themselves might improve thelr
techniques, or show where they meade certain recommendstions
which were not &s sultsble &8 they might hsve been,

Apert from those students who obviously were not
college material and whose problems were solved when they

hed been helped to reslize this, &and then sided in the




searoh for & more sulteble fleld of endeavor, the most
interesting type of problem to the writer wass the stu-
dent who undér~&ohieved,

In such ceses, tests of generel scholsstio ebility
showed that the student hed definite ability, Reeding
tests demonstreted thet he had no reading problem, Despite
this, the student hed been pleced on probation,

¥requently, such students compleined thet their
minds wandered; thaet they could not concentrste when they
tried to study, After ruling out all other fectors, it
wes then necessary to 4o eesework with them in an endesvor
to help then Tind out the ecsuses,*

After 1t was decided that & study of suspended stu-
dents might be of some velue, the scope end limitetion of
such & study hed to be determined,

The scope 1s limited to considerstion of those stue
dents wbo were suspended from Oregon Stete (ollege during
the winter end spring terms of the soademie yeer 1946-47,
and who had recelved advisement zt the College Counselling
snd Testing Bureeu,

It was limited 1o the students suspended, because

the writer was interested in trying to determine the causes

*
For ean account of & student who fitted this type but who
came to the pureau for advisement, see Appendix B
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of feilure, It wes restricted to those who haed pessed

through the Counselling Bureau beceuse only 1ln such ceses
werc date availsble such as thet pertaining to ability,
aptitude snd interests,

This limitetion to such students &s hed passed
through the Counsclling Sureeu resulted in e definite se-
lection end restriction of the sample of ceses studied,
This selection meent thet only veteruns formed the besis
for the study es, st that time, the only students pessing
through the 3ureau were ex-servicemen,?

This selection of otses happens Lo be unavoidable
in the cese of this study, end depends solely on the fact
thet et thet time only veterans were counselled, This
study is in no wey en ettewpt to use the returned men &s
& gulnea pig.

In view of the faet thet ©ll the students considerw
ed in this study are veterazns, it should be borne in mind
that two reesons for suspension (retsons which would not
eppear in the case of non vetersns) are possible,

in the first place, it 1s guite possible ~ it wes
found to be true in sSome ctses - thet a proportion of stu-
denis wiho ere attending ¢olleges &nd universities under the

two lews, P,L, 346 snd 16, would not have been &ble, under

*since this study was commenced, erréngements have been
mede whereby non-veterans may, for € small fee, obtain
advisement.,




normel circumstences, to attend college.

It is the writer's oplnion that the vetersns &pw
preciste this opportunity toc oviein &n e@uention, It is
well known now thet prectiocally all of them are meking a
determined effort to make the wost of the opportunity.

Despite these factors, however, it 1s probaebly true
that e certein proportion of the students, belng consider-
ed in this thesis, sought to get tn educetion in college
but were unfitted for this type of trtinings end would heve
been better off, for instence, in & vceatlonel school, a
business c¢ollege or in gsinlng exporlence through onethe
~Job treinine.

In the work et the Counselling 3Jureeu, counsellors
frequently found that this wus the type of problem demende
ing sttention,

iLnother point which should be brought out in connec-
tion with the faot that &€ll the students belng studled are
veterans 1s thet, in some c¢oses, the students hed attended
eollege prior to entrance into the armed services, On
their return, some of them plunged into study without give
ing themselves time to sdjusi to civilicn life. (46:41-97)

In such ceses, many factors mitigeted cgeinst the
student's progreass, Some hued been moyried Just prior to
going overseas, They did not know tlieir wives very wells

meny knew them not @t ell, Return to their homelend meant,



in reelity, accomodation to someone of whom they knew
little but someone, aevertheless, concerning whom they
hsd built up & phentasy life,

7o complioste the situstion further, housing facl-
lities were considerably restricted., Iome students have
hed to live with relatives, This ey be a satisfuctory
srrengement for & briel period, but living for an extended
time with reletives, and psrticularly in-lews, cen be dis-
estrous to foumily relastionships,

Under such conditions, feelings become inflemed. All
too frequently they ore suppressed, In elther ocese, the
student's study will suffer.l

In connection with this psrtieuler faetor, - living
with relatives, - it 1s regretted that In this study no
informetion regerdlny this oen be geined &s, efter suspen~
sion, the veteran's file follows nim, snd thus, &t the
present tine, the flles of the students under consideraw
tion ere distributed &1l over the stete,

In attempting to metke this sbtudy of suspended
vetersns, the writer gave considercble thought to his ap-

preach, For & time & definite method of atteck evaded him,

lsince seenning the litersture in this field, the writer
hes hed an opportunity to read an article "On the Cempus®
by Judson 7. Lendis, published in Survey kid-Monthly,
Jenuery 1948, pp. 17-19, Thie is &en Interesting secount
of ¢ study mede on the campus of Nichigen State Cpllege,
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Eventuslly the followingz seemed to be the most suitseble,

1, Selection of the students who have been sus-

pended during the terms steted, and who had hed
adviaement.l
2. 4inelysis of the date collected, This included-
GPA for the lest term, number of terms registered,
nunber of terms on probation, academic status, per-
centile renkings on such tests as the ACE, the (o=
operative Reading test, &nd where pertinent, on
such tests &s the inglnesring /Aptitude test, to-
gether with certain notes from the counsellor's
sSummary.
3, After the dets had been enelyzed, it wes thought
thaet & process of what might be termed "individusl~
jzation® could be carried out., By this the writer
means thet each record was studied from the view~
point of the group into which it fell, For ine-
stence, certein students were found to heve low
percentlle retings on the ACYT test while others had
high retings, Nevertheless,students 1n both groups
were suspended, It wes hoped thet by this process
of individuelization some light mirght be thrown on

the reeson for suspenslion,

lIt might be of interest to note thet the number of suse
pended vetercns formed 36,5/ of the totel number of suse
pended students.,




4, Uhen this process of individuslization hed

heen carried out, an attempt wes made to note

whether eny generalizations could be made,

This process of individuslizetion seemed to be nece
essary, 'rhe resson for this was thet he considers the ine
dividual at lesst es Important &s the group; probably more
80,

In méking this statement he does not wish to convey
the impression that the study of groups of students, with
the objeot of finding certain central tendencies, 1s not
useful,

Sueh studies are valuasble, for instance, in predict-
ing as faer as possible, whet proportion of freshmen will
not survive the first yeer, Such study may even indicate
some of the reesons why they did not survive., For example,
they may heve lacked the required scheoleastie ability;
they mey heve been slow reesders or have had poor study
hebits,

On the basls of such deta, the asdministrative ofe
ficlals are esble to set certein limits within which the
student population will doubtless fsll. Other inferenoces
are possible and aetion would follow accordingly.

In the opinion of the writer, this is not enough,
In the shuffle the individusl is submerged, Freguently

he drifts from college on a se& of uncert-inty end
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floats {(literslly) from Job to job until he 1s picked up
by some helpful individuel) or is weshed up on some more
or less suitzble occupationsal shors.

It does not seem sufficient to say that 33 per cent
of freshmen f£ril to complete the first year of cellege, It
is necesssary to know why they did not, If it is known why
certain types of students fell, something mey be done con-
csrning the situstion, If, for instence, it is found that
some of the falling students heve not the &hility necessary
for collsge work, eén attempt can be mede to ascertain their
interest patterns &nd thelr specisl sptitudes end so help
them to determine their line of sotion,

Joare suspension does not solve any problem, Fre-
quently 1t does considerabls harm to the individusl 83 he
has no reel knowledge a5 to why he feiled, He may think
thet it wes the Instruetor, that he spent too much time
working es well ae studying, or that he wes somehow in
the wrong fisld but d4idn't know which one to try out,

If it i1s found that some students ares poor readers,
read slowly, or have s limited voesbulery, though they
have suffielient ability to see them through college, then
some effort esn be mede to teach them to reed more ef-
feotively.

In seeking to £ind out why the perticuler students

who were studied failed, it mey be found thet the counsele
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lors are failing to do certsin things, or ere not alert
to certain matters, or thet they reed to note certain
signs which &t the present tlue they ere ulssing.
In this study thie exact number of students selecte
ed for considerstion wes 101, Cf this number 4 failed to
complete advisement. The totel nwiber of students sctually

used in the study was 87,



CHAPTER 1T
HULKAN WASTE IN COLLEGE -~ 80Uk CAULLC O LUUDEN TLTLURE

The #duecetive procesg is definitely & selective one,
¥ueh 1s se&ld sbout individusls being born egusl, though
the study of individusl differences indicates that this is
not the oase, 48 with most such statements whiech pertake
of the neture slmost, of proberbs, other statements of
contrary meaning mey be quoted, In this case such &
stetement would be, 7o him thet heth shall be given.®

In meny ways the educationsl system shows up these
contradlietions., To the student of high ability, secrue, in
rnost ceses, degrees and honors, However, not all students
ineluding those of superior ability, reach the end of the
sotdemic road sefely.

The picture presented by students proceeding through
college, is somewhet reminiscent of thet eonjured up in
the ¥ision of rirzeh., In both the Vision snd in college,
there is a continuel procession se¢ross, but, from time
te time, individvels drop out of sight as they treverse
the structure,

Similerly, &s in the Vision, both ends of the
bridge are somewhet shrouded in mist, Fortunstely, &l
though, in the esse of college, the future is hidden from

us, something is known of the Students!' pust before they
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enter college. What they will become after they leave
is frequently & moot question,

Just why do certein students *@rop out® on the
Journey through college? 4Are they &ll dull students?

Are the mejority working their wey through college, &nd
80 not &ble to eccomplish thelr best work®? Do economio
faotors play a pert? Just why do they failz

Ivan A, Booker (8:249-254) some time ago, asked
these questions: How meny students withdrsw from college?
Why are they failing? How meny withdraw because of
failure?

Some releted questions were propounded by this
writer; questions thet were probebly not only pertinent
but rether embarrsssing, He wondered whether the student
existed for the seke of the school, or the school for the
seke of the student] Furthermore, he ssked to whet extent
student fsilure ere teachers' feilures, Jlow many of those
who feil could be, or should be, spared thet experiencve by
remedisl work?

Booker took figures for the various sections of
the United States and was able to bring out the faet that
netionel statistics regarding college enrollment revesled
that epproximately one-third of the students who enroll as
freshmen, 4o not return &s sophomores, He then gquoted

President Rightmire of Ohlo State University to the effeet
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that.

With classes whlch were too large, with meny

students failing, frequently perenteal come

plaints, end with inedequate facilities,
university feculties became discouraged, to

some extent hopeless and finally somewhat

cellous, It became rether customery to say

thet a certein large percentege of freshmen

must fail because of lack of preperation, or

leck of bdbreins, or both. (8:250)

Studies of the situation gresduslly ceused educetors to
realize thet there were other faetors besides lack of
preparetion or lack of sbility which caused certein
students to fail in college work,

These studies have been numerous, The findings
heve been meny end diversified., Such studies as the 8ixe
year investigetion mede by the Cernegie Foundation,
arouses, by inference, the thought that perhaps those who
do not succeed in college may be better off than those
vho do,

Tunis, who wrote & report of this investigation
suggested that those who reslize

» » othat there is something wrong with an

educetlonal system which turns out thousends

of degree-holders end only & few educated

men and women
should resd the report, (41:38),

This stetement is perheps en overststement but,
nevertheless, it contains considerebly more then & grain
of truth,

It mey be thet certein students feil beesuse of the
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edueational system. To have to rec&ll numerous facts
(as happens frequently in the cese of meny students) but
not necessarily to understend their relationshlp to other
facts, mey be too greet e task for some searching minds,
Such students, no doubt, prefer to educate themselves
rather then seek to ebsorb the constent flow of verblege
which clogs the minds of other students,

If it be grented that the educationsl system is in
some me&sure imperfect, are there other possible reasons
for scholastiec feilure?

Research students seem to think there &re, 4 study
of the litereture in this arees suggests the following as
possibilities. |

Effect of Student Self-help.

Newman a&nd Mooney (26:435-442) pointed out thet therc
are two pointé of view regerding self~help &s a possible
resson for scedemic feilure. These two polints of view
are-

{(a) The one, which 1s rather sentimentalized, that

regards such a procedure &s charsecter<-bullding by

naturs, end

(b) thet which stetes that work sdversely affects

achievement end heslth,

The writers go on to point cut that working
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students are drawn heavily from lower income homes,
They quote & study to the effect thet from ten to twenty
per ceant of students were found to be earning all their
expenses, 1In that study, the hours of employment
averaged sbout twenty & week, (26:435 - 436).

Concerning the effect of working on the health of
students, Newman ond iooney stoted thet investigetion
geemed to indieate thset it wes hermful only in extreme
cases,

They cited a Chicego study which found thet *The
handicep in time seems to be outwelghed by & greater
seriousness of purpose or by en sequired sbility to work
to better advantege. (8:438).

These writers concluded, after reviewing the
studies aveileble at thet time that no simple generallzé-
tion was possible; that it is unwise to be dogmatic.

1 To this group should, st the present time, be added the
merried veterans, who, in meny ceses, could not mansge to
meke ends meet while they go to college, unless thelr
wives work,
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Employment is but one faetor in the situation.l

Other resesrch workers have studied the effect of
work on studies, Reeder and lewmen (31:2030:214) compared
workers with non-workers smong freshmen entering the Col=
lege of Commerce at Chlo Stete University. They sought
to sgucte high school records, intelligence, sex eand
netionality, FHEmployment, as far as they could arrange
it, was the only variable, No student was included in

the study unless he worked fifteen hours or more & waek.z

lthe writer of this thesis thinks thet it is this faet
which, in large measure nullifies meny of the attempts to
study fallure in college, The problem is akin to that of
delinquency. It i3 now recognized thet meny factors pley
e part in the development of this soclel problem, Grest
skill is needed by those who seek to desl with it, Never-
theless, because of this difficulty in isoleting causal
faetors, the problem is not left to become & festering
sore on the body societal,

In the same way, the problem of college fallure héas
meny possible ceuses, but that is no reason why further
attempts should not be made to deal with the problem,

However, 1t is part of the thesis of this writer thet
the methods used are &t fault, Hether then teke large
numbers of oeses tnd seek to find generellzations, the
wrifﬁr thinks that the cases c¢en be studied, but indivie
dually.

It is this lack of definiteness of findings, or
perheps it should be celled, haesty generelization, whieh
has caused the writer to try out the individuel method,

270 the writer of this thesis, the feet thet & certain
number of hours & week wes decided on, affects the
situetion, for, in the cese of one student, twenty hours
mey not meke any difference, vheress ten hours might mean
the difference betwecn pessing end feiling to znother
working student,
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The authors of the paper found that "once working,
alweys vorking" seemed to be e true stetement of the
situation. They decided that the amount of work secmed
to meke little difference; the seme thing spplied to
acadenic load,

The writers coneluded that "the use of employment
83 an excuse for poor merks would &ppeer to be mere
rationalization.” (31:272Z), They did tnink, however, that
intelligence wes the fagtor that counted, This o¢tnnot be
the complete answer ase in our study we hed students of
superior ability who were suspended,

Robinson (33:534-540) interviewed, with the aid
of carefully instructed students, 1100 students at the
University of washington during the yeers 1938 and 1939.
He used & control group., These workers found thet the
working group compered very favorably with the profession-
el group, &nd sonocluded, after enelyzing 81l the evidence,
that those who must work can still do good college work.

On the face of it, thess studies would sBeem to
indleate that self-help on the pert of students\can be
elimineted as & factor in college feilure.

The writer's comment on these conclusions would be
that when groups are taken en masse and trested stetisticale
ly, the results mey very well be &8 sscerteined by the

writers under discussion,
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In the finel enslysis, we think, however, that the
very faot of ireating these students as groups, hides the
pessibility that in thet group ere some who, despite all
the evidence to the contrery, worked, &nd as & result, did

not heve the time to give to their studies,

Study hebits,

In his work @& & gounsellor &t Oregon stete Cole
lege, the writer, from time to time, interviewed students
who hed been spending the time from about seven o'clock
every evening until midnight or even two o'clock in the
morning in study.

It is obvious, when such is the case, thet the
student hes not the abllity to do the work required of him,
is dissipeting his energles or thet he does not know how
to study. Zsnother possibility would be that he might be
a poor reeder,

Research workers have thought th&at methods of
study end the number of hours of study pley & pert in the
feilure of some students to succeed in college,

Before clting one or two of these studles, the
writer would like, &t thls point, to mention thet, in meny
cases students whom he hés interviewed, have seid quite

frenkly that they elther did not have to study in high



schocl, or that they did not know how,
In this metter of study hebits, Wrenn and Humber
express the opinion that
In particular the study habits of students
heve been entlyzed repestedly but without
great success, (43:611).

They go on to s&y thet one fault of meny investle
gators 1s the failure on their part to control the related
factor of intelligence, with the result that the findings
heve been of an indeterminete nature,.

Wrenn end Humber studied men and women students at
the Unlversity of :iiinnesote. They paired students; one
member in the lower 40 per cent of the cless in honor
peint ratic (unsuecessful studeats), the other in the
upper 20 per cent {successful students), The research
workers sought to hold steble such feactors as sex, mejor

work and so 1 orth.l

1 7his investigation illustretes sgain the point whieh the
writer of this thesls is trying to meke, that even when
certein factors ere equeted, others, of an intangible nature
sannot be, For Instanee, in the study Just cited, some, at
least, of the students in the upper 20 per cent of the class
may have possessed just one quelity, perseverence or perhaps
notivation. (¢.f, reference 33 which decle with just one
espect of motivation, that supplied by, or supposed to be
supplied by residence in & rraternity house, The author

of thet study concluded thet to be effective, motivation
nust be besed on 8 desire or need comsciously felt by the
student,)

e would guestion the limitation to the term *consecious®
but would agree that motivation pleys & pert in college
success and, moreover, thet this is a very difficult thing
to eveluate,
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These workers found thset successful women stue~
dents, more then successful nmen students, used 2 type-
writer for thelir written reports and thet unsuccessful
women, more then unsuccessful nen, cennot stuldy unless
they go out to smoke occasionally.l

Rrown (9:£205-208) used & guestionnsire to see
what he could find out zbout the study hablis of feiling
end successful students in the first two yeers of college.
He ceme to the conolusion, &s & result of his anelysis,
thet the recding habits of feiling students 4id not differ
significently from those of the successful studentsy that
concentretion wes about the some in ecch ceése; thet there
was no difference in menner of note teking; in the preparae

tion for exsminetion there wts no wide diserepency; thet

in reviewinp, neither group wes superior end thet there

1Suuh 8 finding mey eppear to be triviel; mey be considered
but & very smasll pert of what sre termed study hebits, is

a matter of fect, they mey reclly be most significent when
the totel personality of the students concerned, is con~
Bidgreﬁ’

The need, on the part of the unsuccessful women, to take
time off to smoke mey indicete & short interest span, or
perheps inebility to concentrate, perhaps in certsin ceases,
enotionel insteblility,
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wes no difference in preperation of asaignments.l

Williemson made & study to ascertein if there
were eny relationship between the number of hours of
study end scholarship, (42:682«688)., This writer points
out thet students of low scholarship often say that they
study herd but that no benefit seems to result, williamson
argues that sueh & statement should be viewed skeptiocally

a8 students cennot meke 2 velid estimste of the number of

1l

This study seems to indilocete that questionnaires mey be
used to prove almost anything., The writer of this thesis
hes, from time to time, referred students st Oregon State
College to instruetors for & course 1n lethods of Study in
the bselief thet such & eourse would be of help in the se
leoted ceses. From what these ifnstructors have to say,
meny of the students they teach, do not know how to study,
The mere fzot that such olasses exist, clthough their
existence does not prove their need, does seem to suggest
thet there is & need,

The fact that the students reted themselves in relation
to these varlous aspects of study would invelidete the
results s meny of the poor students would not be sware of
their use of inefficlent study methods,
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hours that they atudy.l

Williemson reported thet freshmen in & College of
Selence end Literature end /.rts recorded for one weeck the
aoctuel distridbution of their time, This study indiceted
thet the le&st emount of study was done on Saturdeys,

- He cites Jones end Ruch es finding thet there is

e significent decresse in the number of hours of study with
en inoreese in the level of zcademic intelligence &s de-
termined by & battery of tests, 'This increase in the nume
ber of hours of study wes asccompenled by & decrease in
scholership.

Williemson thinks thet possibly beyond a minimum

number verying with the level of ecsdemic intelligence, the

1 Williemson would seem to be saying, regarding the number
of hours of study, whet the writer of this paper said in the
footnote on the previous pege regarding methods of study.

In this metter of hours of study, some students would
probably mention thet they hed been edvised to use schedules.
In certain ceses this micght be of considereble velue, Before
such e recommendation is mede, however, a cereful estimate
of the behevior pettern of the student should be made,

The writer hes hed certain students to whom the use of
schedules had been suggested by instruotors., The result
wes thet they prepered becutiful timetebles, but thet was
es fer &s the metter went,

The menner in whioh a student goes sbout his studies
is typleal of his other modes of aetion, The student who
has spent all his life flitting from one thing to eanother
end never finishing any, 1e generslly not the type of
person to whom the use of & schedule should be suggested.

A student with & schedule may assign o certein time to
say soclology, but that is no guerantee thet he will use thet
time for that purpose, '
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hours of study & student gives to his scholestic work have
less sicnificence then academlie intelligence,
4 student (of low ability) will need to

study more hours in order to do passing

work but® en inereese in the number of

hours of study by this studont will not

necessarily result in much bigher scholar-

ship, (42:687)

Williamson then peints out something which, in the
opinion of the writer of this thesis is very important, He
stetes thet beyond & totel of say 20«30 hours of study &
week, &n increeése in hours will not improve the student's

scholastic study end mey sotuslly result in emotionel dis=-

turbence,*

In summerizing the position regerding study habitas
end hours of study, 1t may be stated that poor study habits
meAn longer hours spent iﬁ study, but not necessaerily grett-
er scholastic results,

& wellwgonducted course in methods of study can be
helpful 4in certain cases, but, &s Heston and weedon rightly
point out

Attention to study hebits end skills may be

misdirected in that such sttention mey over=

simplify the problem of feilure, In the

case of students with emotionel and health

difficulties for exemple, but little profit

oould be expected from direct instruction
in study skills..., is & matter of fect, such

*
Itelics are the writer's,




a direct attack might ineresse the

difficulties of meny students,

(49:83) 1 )

Heaton &nd weedon also point out thet there 1s a
denger thet it mey be asssumed that sll students should
be expected to study by exactly the same methods, (46:
83}).

It would seem, however, that there are certain
techniques end practices, &nd certain environmental cone-
ditions which, for the majority of students, are favor-
eble to effective study, In every cese of & failing
student, however, individual counselling would be needed
to ascertain whether certein of these techniguest and

conditions sre present or desireble,

Houseing.

Brief mention may be made of this problem as relat-
ed to feilure in college.
on ocoasions, the writer hes hed students come in

for advisenent, and they heve mentioned that they were

1 This bring us baek to the thesis which the writer thinks
develops from the study of the data chosen for this study,
Briefly this thesis is that in most, if not all oceses, each
student presents en individual problem whioch of course,
necessitates careful diegnosis,
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finding it difficult to do thelr studlies becsuse of house
ing end e relsted problem, nemely, the presence of other
students in the seme house,

The writer recslls one student who stated thet there
were several other students living in the seme house as he
was, end firat one of them would come in to disouss & probe
lem, say in methemeatics, then enother would come in to get
en opinion perhaps on sociology. The student under @iscuse
sion, in his turn would perheaps visit one of the other boys
for a simller purpose.

The result, in most oeses, wes that after the quesw
tion wes settled, the discuesion broadened and soon had
nothing to do with the originel question, In feect, a
regular "bull session” developed.

This is not the plaoe to indicate the suggestions
made by the writer, but it does lndicste that housing may
pley some pert in feilure, However, in the finel anel ysis,
the writer i1s of the opinion that in sueh cases, the mate
ter is olosely releted to the behavior pettern of the stue
dent.,

The housing problem has been ¢ definite end urgent
one for meny vetercns, The writer hes hed e number of
veterans come in for advisement, During the interview it
trenspired thet they were married, were trying to study
and at the seme time were spending es nuch time es they
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could in the construction of & house because the condi-
tions under which they were at thet time living, were
unsettling, to sey the least.

references to the literature on this subject dis-
closed cne atudy by ven ilstine (2:158-159) who examined
the records of nearly 1000 freshmen and sophomores in six
colleges on the University of iinnesote cuampus, In order
to be considered, the students had to have lived in the
seme place for two yeers, The places of abode were clage-
sified as home, privete residence, college cormitory end
chepter house,

The writer concluded thet 1f 2 student were in the
field of medicine, lew, engineering, business or education,
and he remeined in the oollege during the pericd of study,
where he lived made little difference in his record of
soholarship, If the phermecy student lived in & private
residence, he secmed to do better work.l

A8 the students who form the subject of this thesis
are veterans, it 1s rather unfortunate thet this nmatter of
housing could not have been studied in some detail, low=-

ever, s with the metter of follow-up, this is impossible

lrhis study mey not have much velue beyond that of stres-
sing the helpfulness of permenence of lodging. In ell prob-
&bility, mobility would be & disrupiting faector. This isthe
one factor that the suthor ruled out.,
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as after a student has been suspended from college, his
Veterans Administretion record follow him and so is not
aveileble for ressarch purposes,

In this chapter some possible causes of student
feilure have been considered end some of the pertinent
literature cconsidered,

Teking everything into considerstion it would ap=
pear that sometimes one of the causes mey be influenoing
the situetion while &t other times, another mey play s
part, DBecause of this, eech cese of failure in college
werrants individuel sasttention,

In the chepters which follow, the data assembled
concerning the veteréns who were suspended during the
period under consideration, will be analyzed.

The conelusions noted in the previous pages will
be related to these dats end elso such known ceuses of
failure as lack of academic ebllity, or weakness in reed-

ing, considered,



CHAPTER IIX

ANALYSIS OF DATA

Leademic Status,

The students under consideration were those
veterans who were suspended from Oregon Stete College dur-
ing the winter and spring terms of the scedemioc yeer 1946~
1947, and who h&ed received advisement at the College Coun-
selling end Testing Bureau.

These suspended veterans comprised almost 36 per
cent of the totel number of students suspended during these
two terms.l

The exact number of suspended veterans for this
period wes 101, but as 4 of them felled to complete e suf-
ficient number of tests to permit of advisement, they are
not included., The number in this study is, therefore, 97.

It is of velue to this study to asgertain the

ecademic stetus of the students under conslderstion, The

following teble glives this breskdown.

1 The Registrar advised the writer thet the number of
veterans &nd non-veterans registered for these terms was
7008 for the first end 6499 for the second.
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Table

Academic Status of suspended Veterans

Acsdemie Status Number of Vetereans Percentage
Total 97 100.0
Freshmen* 7& 74.0
3ophonores £3 23.7
Juniors 3 2,3

It will be noted that, of the 97 students who were
suspended, 72 (74 per cent) were freshmen, while Z3 (23,7
per cent) were sophomores, Thus, over three times &s meny
of the students suspended were freshmen &s were sophomores.

This would be due, in part, to the fect that the
freshmen were in the process of being "weeded out”, or
"gelected”, whereas in the case of the sophomores, this
process hed already been in operation. It should not be
forgotten either, thet there &re more freshmen in college
than there sre sophomores.

one favorable aspect of this selective process 1s

thet this 74 per cent of the suspended students knew within

* mhis number included 8 veterans who did not esetuslly
teke the 12 grade in high school but who obtained their
diplomes efter passing the USFI tests,



their rirst year just where they stood with regard to
their college studies. &t & later point in thisstudy
it will be shown at whet point in their freéshmen yeer
they received some intimetion thet cll was not well. This
wes usuelly eccomplished by placing them on probation.

In the case of these students, a8 compered with
students suspended & few years &go, the Liportent point is
thet an attempt wes made to do something sbout the situa-
tion, A1l these students received advisement by counsel=-
lors at the Counselling Bureau end were thus enabled to
survey their scademic situastion, to assess their interests
end eptitudes and to work out some plen,

Locording to Teble I, 72 per cent of the suspinded
students knew within their first yeer that they, for some
reason or other, could not proceed with their coliege
work, It might prove interesting to ascertasln just et
whet period in their escedemic cereer they were suspended,
For this reason the following teble is given, This teble
shows the number and percentage of the 97 students who

were registered for verying numbers of terms.



Table II

Number of Terms During Whiech the 97 Students were

Reglstered

Number of Terms Students Registered Perocentage of
Students

411 Students (97) Totel per cent 100

1 4 4
2 49 51
] 23 24
4 9 S
S 2 9
6 1 1
7 1 1
8 1 1

According to the sbove teble, of the 97 students,
Just over 50 per cent had been registered for 2 terms when
they were suspended. This suggests that in about half of
the ceses, it took two terms for the college to leern that
these students could not, as it seemed, meke the grade in

college,

Probatlonery perlod and suspension.

Some of the students who were suspended had been on
probation for severel terms., /n enalysis of the data re-

lating to this is gliven below.



Teble III

Length of Probetionary FPerlod irior to Suspension

Iumber of Terms Number of Studenta = Percentage of
on Probetion on Probation. Students on
Probation
Total 87 100,0
0 20 21.0
1l 66 68,0
2 7 7.0
3 4 4,0

The sbove teble shows thet one-fifth of the students
were suspended without being placed on probation, Some=
whet over two-thirds of the students were on probstion for
a term before being suspended,

Wow 1f the deta, regarding the number of terms
reglstered, are combined with thet deasling with the length
of the probetionary period, whet is found? The table on

the following page gives this masteriasl,
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Teble 1V

Comparison of the Number of Terms Registered with the
Number of Terms on Probatlon of 97 Suspended Students

Terns Reglstered Terms on Probation

0 1 2 S

All Students (97) 20 66 7 4
1 4 4 0 0 0
2 49 2 40 0 0
3 23 4 16 4 0
4 9 3 3 0 3
5 10 0 7 2 1l
6 and over 2 0 1 1 0

Certain facts may be noted in the above teble, 0Of
the 97 students who were suspended, 20 were registered for
periods varying from one to four terms, but were never on
probetion, If this is & true statement of the situation,
these students had no definite indication thet they might
be suspended,

Sixty-six (867 per cent) of the students (of whom 40
hed been registered for two terms) were on probetion for
one term. Only seven of the 97 students were on probation
for £ terms &nd but four for 3 terms,

This teble brings out the feet that the mejority
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of students were not kept on probstion for more thsen one
term before they were suspended, but seven of them had
been reglstered for &as meny es five terms before they
were suspended,

It has been shown In whet menuner these suapended
students graduslly were eliminated from college. Howaver;
it is, for our purpose, rore interecting to show Just
when the 72 freshmen were suspended, In this wey it cen
be noted how long it took for this t¢ heppen, end inci-
dentally, this indicetes how much time wms, for thenm,
wested,

The compearison of the number of terms for whieh
these 72 freshmen were reglstered cnd the number of terms

on which they were on probetion is given below,

Table V

Comparison of Number of Terms Reglstered and Number
of these Terms 72 Preshmen were on Probstion

Humber of Terms Reglstered Terns on Probetion
Toteals O 1l 2 3
72 17 50 S £
1 3 3 0 0 0
2 44 9 35 0 0
3 20 3 14 3 0
4 5 & 1 0 2
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The above teble is given meinly because the writer
thinks very definitely that the sooner the student is
faced with the faot that he may not be suitable college
meteriel, the better., Then, and this is the importent
point; something can be done about the situation.

Reference to Teble V bringe out the fagt thet, of
the 72 freshmen suspended during the two terms under cone
sideration, 35 (or 49 per cent) were registered for two
terms, and of these two terms, one was spent on probation,
Nine additionel students who were in residence for two

terms were suspended without being placed on probation,



Study of Scholastic Ability.

in the last section cn sttenpt was made to showe
(1) Bow the students under consideretion
were distributed over the verious
college yeers; in other words, their
scademlic stetus,

end (2) How much time elapsed before they were

suspended,

In this section the scholastliec abllity of these
students will be considered., It is fairly certain thet
if any of them were very low, or entirely lecking in
seholastic abllity, they would in all probebility, end
certainly should be eliminacted,

To retein in college, students lacking in the
ebility to do college work is unfair to them, &s they
waste time trying to learn whet they &re not equipped
to learn, and furthermore, they weste veluable time which
might be spent more profitably.

It is uwnfeir to those students who possess suf=-

ficient ebility to benefit from & college education in
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meny oeses the level of the cless mey be lowered,
in college, & useful wey of estimeting with some

degree of exactitude, the prospects of success, is by

way of relisble tests,

In the case of the Counselling and Testing Bureau
at Oregon State College, it was the policy to glve, where
possible, the ACE and the Ohio tests, In addition to
thess 2 reading test, usuelly the Co-operative, was gilven,
Further tests were added eccording es the lndividuel

situstion demended it,%

1In the matter of scholestic ability 1t might be pointed
out thet in the Manual of Advisement apd Guidenge prepared
in accordence wifth the epproved policlés of Lhe veterans
tdministration for the use of its apprelsers and edvisers,
the following is steted regerding tnis problen,

Achievement by 8 college &pplloant of less then
twentieth percentile (College Freshmen norms) on &
scholastic aptitude test sueh &s the Ohlo Univerw
sity Psychological Test or the imerlicen Counecil
Paychologleal Exeminetion for College Freshmen
indicetes & high probability of failure 1f the
spplicent should enter college. ( :148)

zIn counselling the students the use of the above~men-
tioned three rests wes useful in the followlng respects,
In the case of some students 1t was noted that they did
not. renk very high on the ACE beceuse the time element
bothered them, hen they took the Ohil they d4id better
because it is & power test, ‘hen, when they completed
the Co-op Reading test they showed themselves to be pos-
sessed of & ressonebly good vocabulery but reted low in
speed and poorly in comprehension,



In seeking to undersiand why our 97 students
falled, all the ACE percentiles were studied, The follow=-
ing table shows the distribution for the percentiles based

on the total scores,
Table VI

Distribution of LCE Percentile Rankings (total score)

Tamber of

Pergentile renk Studsnts Percentage of Students
Totels o7 100
0 - 19 27 £8
20 -~ 29 10 20
30 - 39 10 11
40 -~ 49 4 ?
50 - B9 8 8
60 « 69 4 4
70 - 79 4] 8
80 - B9 é 8
90 ~100 4 4
No ACE 6 6

Study of Teble VI brings out the following facts,
In the first piace, the largest percentege of scores (28
per cent) fell within the renge of the first to 19th, per-
centiles, On the basis of the statement quoted as & foote
note on page 36, these students were doomed to failure
almost before they begen their college work,

The word “almost™ is used, as despite the statement
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quoted, experience has demonstreted to the writer that
in certain oasses, students who fell at about the 20th,
percentile on the ACE test, do menege to pass their
courses, This 1s due to the possession; on their part,
of certeln quelifies such es determinetion, persistenoe;
end rether falir re&ding ability,

In the second place, 65 per cent of these students
reted below the 50th percentile, 7This leoves 35 per cent
who were sbove the 50th percentile and who, under ordinary
circumstences, it mey be presumed, should not heve fﬁil&d%
Later, inquiry will be made into the group of 35 per cent
who reted above the 50th percentile, In the mecntime a

further breakdown is given,

10u$ of our 97 students this leaves some 54 or so who
should be studied "individuslly" - thus we come beck again
to our main contentation, namely, that in the cese of 00le
lege failure, it is necessary to inquire into the csss of
each student.



Table VII

hAnelyals of the ACE Percentiles of 90* Suspended
Students Showing Breckdown &8 to the
3 and 1, Scores

Number

Percentile Rating of sStudents Percent of Students

Totels @0 100,.0
Q and 1 pereentiles
at 50th or over 16 18.0
@ snd 1, percventiles
under the 50th 47 52,0
Q percentile under ,
L percentile over over 50th 10 11.0
¢ percentile over
L percentile under 50th 17 19.0

* Nots~- Of the 97 students studied one had no ACE reting,
though he did heve & score on the Ohio State Aptitude test
which placed him above the 50th percentile., FPour students
had no ACE socore but ranked below the 50th percentile on
the Ohlo State sptitude test, However, it was deemed une
wise to inelude them as the two tests are not quite com-
perable, Two students hed no ACE and no Ohlio scores,

The &bove table shows thet nearly one~fifth of the
students rated above the 50th percentile on both sections
of the ACE test,

Conoerning the ratings on the ACE test then, it
mey be brought out that for our purposes, over 25 per cent

of these students probably hed no chance, or very little
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chance, of passing through college, whereas nearly one~
f£ifth of them, on the basis of this test could have been
considered good college materisl,

In the ¢asc of the students who, from the start,
hed 1ittle prospect of success in college, 1t is unfortu-
nate that they ceme to college in the first plsce, However,
it might be mentioned at thls point thet, from the coun-
selling point of view; there are certain students who céen-
not scecept the fact that they are not suited for college,
until they have tried and failed,

Oon the basis of the ACK test, the failure of quite
& large percentege of the students, seems to have been due
in part, at least, to the possession of insufficient
scholastic ability. _

Also playing a pert in poor end feiling college
work is weekness in reading, Therefore, before the students
ere stuiied individuelly, & short section will be devoted

to this matter,
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Reading snd College Tailure.

College courses involve considerable reading, Col-
lege reading is definitely rezding with ¢ purpose, It
should be disoriminative, thorough, &nd cerried out with
a8 little weste of time as possible,

The above statement is not meant to infer thet
browsing and skimming are to be discouraged, The point
being mede is that in college certain new information has
to be assimilated and, as the writer presumes and hopas;
used as the besis for thought,

Students who come to college ill-prepared to resd
are elmost certain to f£ind themselwves in difficultiles,

inderson and Desrborn {4:387-396) made & study of
Harvard College freshmen for the &cadenic yeer 193839,

1 ¢nd then

They attempted to peir students for intelligence
geve them & battery of reeding tests, The authors ceme to
the eonclusion thet there is & positive relationship be=

tween rescding ability snd college achievement even when

tomie metter of intelligence is & Aiffioult one, Any
study involving it should indicaste Just what is involved,
It 1s impossible in this thesis to go into & discussion

of Just what is involved though the writer thinks that the
definition given by the late Dr. Byron Reuter (&8 soccioloe
gist, incidentelly) is useful.-"Intelligence,.the capaolty
to see relations end to adapt the means available to the
ends desired.” Quoted from Introduetion to Soelology, p.34
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only such differences as vary independently of intelll-
gence, are considered, The cuthors felt very definitely
that there is still justificetion for the attention being
given reading problems shown by college students,

The suthors slso found that in their experiments,
those students with the hicher marks were better readers.

The experienee of the writer of this paper would
seem to bear out the findings of irtkinson tmd Dearborn.

He hes had students teke advisement only to {ind out that

their mein difficulty epparently was & weskness in reoding,.

Help with this frequently resulted in their returning to
edvise the writer that they were getting elong betier in
their studies.

what then, of the students whom we are studying?

In an effort to see whai pert reading wecknesses
pleyed in the fzllure of the students undér consideretion,
the percentile renkings of these students on the Co-opera-
tive ieading test, which rates the testee for vocesbulary,
speed and comprehension, were snelyzed,

In doing so, the caution expressed by Crewford and
Burnhem (46:25) 1s borne in nind, nsmely that

..whan test results are sost forth in percentile

terms or eny other methods of expressing ine

dividual raenk relative to certain predetermined
norms, one should consider as essential data

what iavel and renge of abllity are represented

by the populetion from which their reference
points were derived,
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In the first place, in analyzing the resding apti-
tude of these students, they were divided into those who
f211 below and ebove the 50th percentile for ecoh of the
three divisions of the Co-operative Reeding test.

The 50th percentile was teken &s it ls epproximete=-
1y the midwey point. The deta wes enclyzed and is given
in Table VIII below.

Teble VIII

inalysis of 87 Percentile Renkings on the Co-opsrative
Reading Test*

All 50th Percentile Under 50th
Students % snd over % Percentile %
Voeabulary 87 100 21 24 66 76
Speed 87 100 13 15 74 85
Comprehen-
sion 87 100 18 21 69 79

*In the ocese of the Co-operative Reading test date was
available for only 87 out of the 97 students,

neference to the gbove téble shows thet over 756
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per cent of the students, were weak in each section of
the ﬁast‘l parley mekes the statement that it 1s estl-
meted thet £0 per cent of enterins college students have
inappropriate or inzdeguste reading skills for the de«
mends of college assignments, (47:107).

In this cese the sample would inoclude &ll the
students euntering college., In regerd to the students
here studled, of course, the semple is composed of fell-
ing students. Neverthelass; it is interesting to note
how high & proportion of these students are weak In some
respects of reading

In en endeavor to refine the process somewhat fur-
ther, &n erbitrary percentile renking of 35 was tsken and

the total nwaber of students vhose renkines in all three

sections of the test fell below this 35th percentile, wes
found,
In some cases the deta did not contein ell of the

three runkings, or there was no Co-operetive test glven

llt should be pointed out that in the above teable, for
each of the seetions of the test, the 87 percentlle ranke
ings were divided as fulling either sbove or below the
50th percentile, For instence, if the first student's
rankings are teken, for voeabulery, speed end comprehenw
slon, the renk for vocabulery might fall above the 50th
percentile, that for speed below end thet for comprehen-
sion, below,
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or in some cases, only the total percentlile ranking wes
ziven, FExeluding theae; there were 79 cases, Of these
79, thirty-seven (or 47 per cent) renked below the 35th
percentile in all sections of the test,

Thus, nearly helf of the students for whon availe

able data were used showed themselves to be poor readers,



46

Study of those students who rated hi on
The ACE test and yet who were suspended.

This far in our study we have brought out the fact
thet In the case of the mejority of the students under con-
sideration, many lecked the necessery scholestic sbility
to do college work, A brief summery of these findings 1s
now given:

1. Twenty-eight per cent of the students rated
(for total score) on the ACE test of scholastic ebility,
between the first end nineteenth percentiles, These stu-
dents were probebly doomed to failure before they commeno=
ed their college wnrk.l

2., Sixty-five per cent ranked below the 50th per=
centile,

S, Henoe, thirty-five per cent rated above the
S0th peraeentile and should, it would seem, have been cepé~
ble of doing satisfactory college work,

4, Vhen the perocentile rankings of the students
for each of the perts of the Co-operative Reading test

lIn this connection compere the study and comments mede

by Trebllecock (39:544-546) who thinks very definitely thet
colleges which take students without regerd to their high
school renk ere performing en educetionel service, as they
open the door of opportunity to meny. The writer of this
thesls would add that some students who 4o not do well in
high school "find" themselves in ocollege. There ssems to
be suoch & thing es maturation. However, this does not
eliminate the faot thet certain students Jjust are not cole
lege materiel,
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{(vosabulery, speed and comprehension) were teken, it was
found thet over seventy-five per cent of the students
were week in eech section. |

5. Purther, practically 47 per cent of the students
ranked below the 35th perocentile in c¢ll sections of the
Reading test,

6. Sixteen students renked st the 50th persentile
or over on both sections of the ACE test end yet d4id poor
enough work to warraent their suspension,

7. Of these sixteen students, one wes found to
heve done exeellently on both the ACE and the Co-operative
Reeding test end yet was suspended, He was found to be in
the wrong field of interest,

Thus, of the totel number of students consldered,
there seem to be satisfactory reasons for fzilure for ell
but sixteen of them,

48 the anelysis of reading sptitude among the Btue-
dents covered them all without regard to their scholestie
ebility es messured on the ACE test, it seeme in order to
analyze this factor for these sixteen seemingly, superior
students,

Of these sixteen students; the superior student who
was in the wrong fleld of interest, 1s exeluded, Another

student, for whom no score on the Co-operstive Reading



test was available, is elso excluded,

A third student 1is excluded solely because of the
arbitrery setting of & certein percentile tenk es the
dividing line, This student fell below the 50th pereen-
tile on the ACE test but was so close to it that he forms
one of those examples of the unfeirness which sometimes re-
sults from the setting of limits,

If these three students are excluded there remain
13 who reted ct or sbove the 50th percentile on both the
& ond the 1L portions of the ACE test,

In seeking to ascertain whether reasding pleyed a
part in their fallure, the percentile renkings of each,
for eech of the three sections of the Co-operative Reade
ing test (voesbulery, speed and conprehension) were taken
from the dete, The following brief table shows Just how

these atudents stood in this connection,
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Table IX

Apelysis of 13 Suspended Students Whose Pereentile
Renking Stood Below the 50th and also Below
the 35th Percentile, in Voesbulery, Speed
end Comprehension on the Co-operative

Reading Test
Section of the Students below Students delow
Resding Test. the 50th Per- the 365th Per-
centile % centile®* %
Voesbulary ? 54 2 14
Speed 11 8 7 54
Comprehension 10 77 4 31

* In the cese of the students who fell below the 35th
percentile, they were also included with those who fell
below the éeth percentile

It would eppear from the above figures thet speedl
of reading forms & problem for meny of these students,

.8, on the Co-operative Hesding test speed affeets the

1 with regerd to the mstter of reading speed, it might

be mentioned at this point, that the writer, in hise
gounselling, usuelly gave, in eddition to the speed test
(ACE) the Ohio Stete Psyohological test (which is & power
test ). Frequently the writer found thet when students rated
reasonebly high on the ¢ section of the ACE but rather

low on the L section, and also rated low on the Co-opera-
tive Reading test in speed, they did well on the reading
section of the Ohio test,

In the case of the thirteen students &bove mentioned,
although scores on the Qhio State test were not aveilsble
for 81l of them, meny of them who had teken this test, did
quite well in reading on it,
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rating in aomprehension; 1t 1s understendable why there
is some weekness in this seetion.

On the face of it, it would seem thaet in a lerge
proportion of these thirteen students, slowness in read-
ing may have played & part in their feilure.

0f course, speed, though helprul; is not in itself
something to be desired, Efficiency which would include
speed and direction, is more desirsble,

However, there are other csuses of fallure besides
this, Some of thesc possible ceuses will be discussed
at this point end then each of the thirteen cases studied
individuelly to see what the true ploture is,

Before doing so, the matter of reading might be
considered briefly for & moment., This serious weskness
shown eamong college students raises the question as to
whether it 1is partly the result of weakness in teaching
in the elementery and secondary schools, Has the lack of
trained personnel in schools played s pert? Does the
high mobility among imerioctn families meke & difference?

To the writer 1t appecrs somewhat slarming thet so
great a proportion of ocollege students sre poor readers,

iLlthough in this study only suspended students are being
considered, the writer cennot forget those other students



who came for guidance because they were on probetion.

¥eny of these also proved to be wesek readers, Further-
more, quite a number of students who were counselled but
who were not on probation also seemed not to be good
readers‘l

vhet other possible eceuses of failure might be
present in the cese of the thirteen students who 414 well
on the ACE test? Slowness in reeding wes not present in
the ocase of all of the thirteen, Furthermore, it would
herdly be sclentific to say thet because certain of these
students were slow recders therefore they were suspended,
It is for this reason thet individuallization is suggested.

This brings us baeck to the argument propounded
throughout this thesis, namely, that students cennot, in
the mein, be trested en masse.

In meking such & stetement concerning tests it is
not meant to infer thet the reliabllity end velidity of
the tests used are in question. The tests are used by

colleges end universities throughout the nation and it is

lrne writer, who is now once again in the field of sooial
work, wishes to bring out enother point concerning read-
ing. His experience, which has been lergely with problem
end delinquent children has demonstreted, time and again,
that meny of these children disliked school, played truant
end were poor readers,



52
thought by competent users that the tests &re both re-
lisble end valid,

The cause of college failure is not single, Meny
fegctors plsy a part. Some exert a stronger influence at
one time while at another time, some other factor is pare-
mount,

One such factor is mentioned by Crewford snd Burn-
hem, They speak of differentisl readiness to lesrn, This
is probebly & difficult factor to isolete, It might well
be asked, Just how meny of the students who are studied
in this paper; &nd who rated high on the ACE test, were
not reasdy for college work. These writers express the
opinion thaet a student's

.. .8trongest intelleotual powers may be

latent and as yet unocultivated through

lack of recognition or opportunity.

(45:10)

The writer would say, in this connection, thet dur-
ing his period of counselling at Oregon State College, he
ceme into contasct with meny students who rated low on the
ACE end also on the Co~operetive Reading test end yet were
meneging to "meke the grede,”

There 1s elso the matter of the high school from
which the perticular student comes, Wes 1t e lsrge one

loeated in en urben aree, or was it & smell rurel one:
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Nixon; it might here be noted, in discussing: the student
from the small hirh school, thinks that city and country
studenis should benefit by contaet with one another.(26:
24). This is merely a wish. "The important point concerns
the individual high school. iAlthough most city high
schools have more and probably better trained teachers,
the large student body frequently submerges the personality
of certainstudents,

In this connection it would be nossible to make a
study of all the students in a certain hiph school, rank-
ing them for scholastic ability and reeding and other
aptitudes, Beautiful srephs could he constructed and
certain interesting conclusions drawn,

Vvhen such a procédure had been completed, certain
more interesting facts would have failed to have been
brought to light, Once again, the incividuel would heve
been passed by. <uch students who might do reasonably
well on tests but who were not really adjusting because
of some persconality trait or lack of interest, or slow=
ness in maturing, would be passed by.

Drescel in 1939 made a study of the relation of
high school work to college success, Thie study was mede
at idchigan State Collere and the results forced him to
the conclusion that there were differences among high

schools and he felt that knowledre of these differences
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would definitely aid in predicting college success or
failure, (14:612-617).

There is also one factor which has been barely
mentioned in this thesls, That 1s the matter of interest,
which, in college, usuclly is voeztionel interest,

In the counselling at Oregon State College, as with
most other counselling centers, & chenge of vocationsl
emphasls was frequently decided upon. 4As 2 result of dise
cussions with some students who mede such cheénges &nd aid
better work, the writer knows thet success in college, &8s
distinet from failure, may result, It is quite esnother
matter to sey, however, that the factor of interest was
the sole re&son for the improvement.

Zorbaugh &snd Kuder discussed the metter of college
gredes snd the vocational motive, These students of the
problem studied & group of students, trying, in so doing,
to equalize the relatlonship of intelligence ond college
ege in compering the predes of those who hed, end hed not,
chosen & career, They find & significent difference.
{44:62-64)

The authors thought thet possibly average grade
may be too crude a measure to revecl certsin influences
that are operating.

They also thought that it 1s quite possible that
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the cholce of & vocetlon produces a sort of emphesis in
the individuslts studies with the result that certain
courses are concentreted upon while others are somewhet
neglected, They point out further, thet the choice of
en ogcupation mey stimulate sctivities which are not re-
veeled in the grades, :

This writer 1s inclined to agfes with the above
views. Frequently he has advised students who, because
of & keen interest in their particular field of studies
thet they carry out extrs work, broadening their ares of
reading and thought sccordingly.

This matter of vocationsl interest has not been
treated fﬁlly in this paper because, &s far &s the
analysls hes gone, this does not seem to have besn the
main source of difficulty,

When these suspended students came for adviscment
end socepted the fact that they could not return to col-
lege, then the matter of interest wes fully discussed,
and, in conjunotion with other factors, used in en en-
deevor to aid the various students in deciding on & suit-
able progrom,

8o far, in this peper, it eppears that ressonable
grounds for suspension of most of the students studied

have been discovered; leck of scholastic ebility, poor
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reading &bility and so forth,

we now teke up the metter of the thirteen students
for whém these causes of f&ilufe do not seenm entirely to
be sufficient.

Lach of the thirteen students will now be consider-
ed individuelly in an effort to ascertain whether some of

the above-mentioned poscible causes played & part in their

teilure.

l. This student, with & grade point aversge of
1.71 for the last term, was reglstered for two terme and
was on prooation for one term. Ie was & sophomore (this
would be accounted for by the fact thet he hed teken trein-
ing while in the armed forces.])

On the ACE test he runked &s foliows~ { score- 95th
percentile; L score 80th percentile., He proved to be
average in resding stending cs the following percentile
tanks on the Co-oper&tive Reedlng test-vocabulary, 53rd
speed 3lst and comprehension 43rd.

There 1is & possiblility thet he might have failed
because he is not too speedy & reader but this is by no
meens certein,

It is interesting to note that on the Ingineering
end seientific iptitude test he ranked st the 80th per-
centile or over on every section of the test except Ver-

bal Comprehension in which he ranked &t the 64th
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percentile, This might be further proof of weakness in
reading.

In this 1nstance; the counsellor escertained that
the student had taken electrical engineering in the navy
but wanted to take chemloel engineering, It is possible
that the chenge over made & difference, We feel in this
case that further counselling might heve been of value,

2. This student had a grade point average of 1,67
for the last term., He was & freshmen end had been register-
ed for three terms and been on probation for one term. On

the ACE test he renked at the 87th percentile on the Q

section and the 68th percentile on the I section,

On the Co-operative Reading test he rasnked at the
32nd percentile in vooebulery, at the 5ist in speed end
the 66th in comprehension., He &lso took the Ohio Stete
Psychologliecal Test end ranked et the 56th percentile
(totel seore).

On the Engineering test he rated highest in FPhysieal
Seience Comprehension but stood as low as the 30th percen-
tile in Arithmeticel Reasoning snd at the 51st percentile
in Verbsl Comprehension,

The key to this student's difficulty did not seem
to lie in his reading so much &s in the fact thet he soon
gets bored with routine; he likes dealing with people.



58

In his cese, the counsellor thought that he wes
college material but might well consider teking courses
in Pusiness and Industry, possibly utilizing his science
in this connection.

3, This student had & grade point average of l.25
for the last term. He wes registered for 2 terms snd was
never on probation, He was @ freshmén who renked at the
g4th percentile on the { section of the ACE and et the
68th percentils on the L score.

On the Co-operative Reeding test he renked at the
62nd percentile in voeabulary but stood et the 39th end
the 36th percentiles respectively, in speed end comprehen=-
sion.

He, too, hed taken the Ohio State test and renked
at the 55th percentile (total score). He was another
solence student,

" This is enother student who may have done poor work
pertly bheocsuse he wes not an outstanding reeder. However,
we have hed other students with similar scores who were
not feiling.

This student's interest profile suggested that he
might continue in science, possibly combining it with
business. Such & field ss statistlies, bookkeepling and

socounting seemed indicated,




59

It might be mentioned that this student 4id poor
work during ell of his school years,

4., This 1is esnother science student with a G.P.A.
of 1.62 for his fins]l term, He was registered for 2
terms and on probation for one of these, He was a fresh-
man,

He ranked at the 89th percentile on the ¢ seetion
end at the 54th on the I section, of the ACE test.

On the Co~-operstive Reading test he ranked at the
54th percentile in vocabulery, at the 37th in speed and
at the 63rd in comprehension.

Oon the IEngineering Aptitude test he wes average,

In this caese the counsellor felt that the student's
high school record indicsted thet he might do poor college
work.

It was suggested that he might try on-the-job
training or attend & vocationsl school, If he were per-
nitted to remain at Oregon State College, he should con-
sider trying out explorastory courses in ert, erchitecture
and industriel arts,

6, This was an englneering freshman with a G.P.4A.
the final term of .75. He was registered for two terms
and on probation for one of these.

On the ACE he reanked (( score) at the 80th percen-
tile end (L score) at the 86th percentile,
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He also took the Ohio test &nd renked (total score)
at the 80th percentile. On the Co-opercative Reading test
he renked &s follows; vocabulery 62nd percentile, speed,
37th percentile and comprehension, 49th percentile.

There seems to be some slowness in reading but if
the soores on the Ohio State test meen enything, he cen
read well enough if glven the time.

He renked quite high on most sections of the Engil-
neering iptitude test but renked only &t the 58th percen-
tile in Arithmetiesl Reesoning.

The counsellor thought very definitely that this
student was uneware of his high interest in the persuasive
field, This alone might have been sufficient ceuse for
failure, &8s such & student would find engineering quite
unsuited to his interest.

6. This was a student -~ a freshman - with a G.P.A,
of .92 for his finsl term. He had been registered for two
terms and had not been on probation,

on the ACE he ranked (( score) at the 83rd percenw
tile and (L score) at the 56th percentile,

This student definitely showed weakness in reading
on the Co-operative Reading test, renking &t the 4lst per-
gentile in vocabulary, the 14th in speed and the 25th 1n

comprehension,
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He also did poorly on some sections of the ingi-
neering Aptitude test,

At this point there seems to be insufficient infore
metion regarding the counsellor's suggestions., It was
probebly felt that his resding was too weak,

7. This was a freshmen student in the School of
Business and Industry with a G.P.,A. of 1,38 for his finsl
term, He had been registered for three terms and on pro-
bation for omne,.

0n the ACE test he renked &t the 56th percentile on
both sections,

His reading scores on the Co-operative Reading test
were perticularly poor; he renked at the 48th percentile in
vocabulery, and &t the 9th in both speed and comprehension,

He also took the (Ohlo Stete iptitude test and did
poorly on that,

Thie seems to be a case which shows the need for
what the writer has termed individualizstion, the need for
individuael study of students, This was & men who, when
first interviewed gave the impression of being a most dis-
gruntled person, Later, it was learned that he was working
meny hours & dey to make ends meset,

Interest tests showed thet he wes in a suiltable
fleld of interest. Possible plans were discussed whereby

he might - if not suspended - reduce his working hours,
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If he were suspended he explained thet he plenned to go
into business with his fether.

8, This was a Pre-engineering student of freshmen
standing with & G.,P.4, of .93 for nis finel term. le had
been reglstered for two terms and had been on probation
for one,

on the ACE he ranked at the 87th end 76th percen-
tiles on the Q end L portions, He did poorly om the Chio
State test.

on the co-operative Reading test he showed himself
to be very weak, He ranked et the Z7th percentile in vo-
cabulary, the 3lst in speed and the 18th in comprehension,
He also did poorly on the Engineering iptitude test end
stood at the lst percentile in irithmetical Reasoning in
that test,*

In this ocase the ocounsellor was doubtful that the
student would be teken off probstion, but felt thet he
would be & good prospect for semi-skilled treining,

9, This student hed & ¢,P.A. of 1.84 for his last
term. He wes a sophomore, had attended for five terms

and had been on probation for three terms,

*1n all cases, students were given menipulative tests.
These have been mentioned only when they seemed to indi-
ecte, say, industrial arts or on~-the-Jjob treining,




63

He d4l1d well on the ACE test which he took when he
was & freshmeon, He ranked {1, score) &t the 85th percen-
tile and at the 8lst on the L seetion., He renked at the
49th percentile in vocabulary, &t the 79th in speed, and
the 74th in comprehension on the Co-operative lisading
test. He wes in the School of Ingineering, He took the
Engineering Aptitude test, his scores renging from average
to very high,

7he counsellor felt thet this student should stay
in engineering.

This would appear to be & case where tests seemed
to show reasonably good results end yet the student wes
suspended,

we feel that in this case further investigation
might have been of velue, It mey have been that this
student would have done better in the fleld of mechanies
rather then in engineering.

10, This is a sophomore in englneering who was
registered ot Oregon Stete College for two terms,on pro-
bation for one term. He had & G.P.i. of 1.25 for his
last term,

On the ACE test he reted (4 score) at the 83rd per-
centile and (L score) at the 90th percentile, 0On the Co=
operative Reading test he renked at the €5th, 48th, and

the H54th in voesbulary, speed end comprehension
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respectively.

He did quite well on the Inglneering ALptitude test
end also on the Ohio State Psychologliesl test,

The counsellor felt that this student had suffi-
cient aptitude to permit of his doing college work, but
felt that he would do much better in business with parti-
cular reference to mansgement, His femily is in the fleld
of business, Reference to the record shows thaet this stue
dent formerly ettended & Business College in Sslem, Oregon
and did quite well there, In view of his suspension, he
planned to return to Business College but hed hopes of gaine
ing re-admission to Oregon Stete College in the future,

11, This is enother enginsering student, a junior,
with & ¢.P.4ie Of 1.46 for his last term., He hed been re-
gistered for two terms; none of these had been spent on
probetion,

on the ACE he renked {( score) st the 87th percen~
tile, end (om the L score) at the 64th percentile. He took
this test when & freshusn,

He reanked similarly on the Ohio State sptitude test,
On the Co-operative Reading test he renked at the 43rd per~
gentile in voombulsry, the 13th in speed and the 22nd in
oomprehension. This would seem to indicate & weakness in
readlng,

He 4id extremely well on the Ingineering Aptitude
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test,

In this ease the counsellor felt that the cause of
this student's faeilure lay outside the college, His family
situetion wes unsettled; his wife had to remain in Port-
land while he was on the campus, This separation bothered
him a good desal.

It mey be that this student is also & wesk reader,
but with the emotional involvement that was present (the
writer counselled this student) he feels that feilure cene
not be attributed entirely to reading weekness,

This student was given an opportunity to telk
through the matter and he finelly decided to return to
Idaho where he could be with his wife and attend the (ol
lege of Ideho,

12, Thie student was & sophomore in the School of
Engineering. He had been registered for two terms, for one
of which he had been on probetion.

on the ACE test he ranked (g score) at the 87th per-
centile und (L score) at the 56th percentile. He ranked at
the same level on the Ohlio Stete iptitude test,

He werlied conslderably in his rankinge on the Engi-
neering Aptitude test,

On the Co-operative Heading test he renked at the
40th percentile or below on the three sections of the
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test. Thus reading mey have been the cause, but the
writer thinks that other factors were pleying & part,

His scores on the Bernreuter indicated emotional diffi-
culty, It was lecrned that he was an only child and seemed
to be highly introverted and submissive.

Further interviews with some therepy wes suggested
before & vocational objective was decided on.

13, This student wes & sophomore in pharmecy, lils
GsPohe was .89, He wos reglstered for ¢wo terms at Ore-
gon State College and was on probation for one term,

On the ACE test he renked (4 score} at the 89th
percentile and {L score) at the 93rd percentile. On the
Chio gtate test he renked {totel score) et the 58th per-
centile,

Kis percentile rankings on the Co-operative Reade
ing test renged from the 3&th in comprchension to the
46th end the 49th in speed and vocabulery.

In this cese the counsellor felt thet & change to
business wos indiecuted, but the student persisted in
phermeey.

The above c&ses have been glven briefly to show
thet there were seversl factors tc be considered in esch
case, ‘The slgnificance of this will be considered in the
final chapter,



CHAPTER IV

AN INDIVIDUAL STUDY OF BEIGHT STUDENTS WHO ENTERED
OREGON STATE COLLEGE ON THE BASIS OF UBAFI SCORES

Among the 87 students studled were elght who enter
od Oregon State College on the basis of thelr heving pes-
sed the United States Armed Foroes Institute tests,

Seven of these eight students hed reached the
eleventh grade before they entered the ermed forces while
one hed atteined only the tenth gradé.

These students, on their return from service de-
oided to take the USAFI tests to save time, Vhen these
students later took the entranée tests at Oregon State
College, they were not; as far as can be ascertained,
singled out from the rest of the studants.l

In his search of the literature; the writer un-
eerthed one study dealing with this metter, (15:229-832),
The writer of this article, Edwerds, mentioned that two

former studlss had shown thet sbout three-guerters of

1Tha writer hes no ides 88 to how many successful stue
dents (for the period under study) also entered college
on the basis of the USAFI tests, Aiccordingly it would be
unwise to state that they all needed special guldance,
However, 1t would seem that, because of the loss of the
lest year of high school, their progress required some
serutiny.
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‘the students with eleven years of school preparation were,
on the average, the equivalent of one year younger than
those with twelve years of preparastion., They aleo rgted
lower on the ACE test and graded significantly lower,

Edwards gave it as his opinion that, although the
eleven year group was handicapped at first, perhaps they
reached the end of the four year college courae.l

Despite this, however, Edwards found in a study he
made; that, in general; the eleven-year group could not
conpete with the twelve-year group.

In considering these eight students who may have
been somewhat hendicapped because of the loss of a year
of high school work, it 1s necessary to look first at
their scholastic ability; then at their reading aptitude
and finally to consider all factors to see whether these
two (scholastlic ability and reading aptitude) could

account for the suspension of the students,

11¢ this is the cese, the total plocture is complicated,
The writer of this thesis presumes, however, that if this
maturation does take place, the eleven ye-r group are
satisfactory readers,

If tris is granted, Edwards' thought is of grave import-
anes for college faculties in general and counsellors in
particular as care should be taken that students do not
fall out of collepe before they have time to mature.
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In the case of two students, there were no ACE
scores sveileble, Four of the students reted on the §
and I scores of the ACE belaw; well below the 35th per-
centile, In the case of one student he renked at the 90th
percentlile on the ¢ score but at the Ird percentile on the
I, score. One student reted around the 50th pereentile on
both seotions,

In the matter of scores on the Co-operative Reading
test one student 414 not teke this test but on the iinneso-
ta Reading test he rated &t the l4th perocentile,

Four students renked well below the 35th percentile
on the Co~operative Reading test, while the rest rated
sbout aversege,

With this variation it seems unsetisfectory to ate
tempt to give lack of scholestic ability or reading weake
ness as the causes of the suspension of these eight stue
dents.,

Inaidentally; these eight students comprised but
8 per cent of the total of students studied, Nevertheless,
if & gollege 1s to serve its purpose, it must account for
these elight,

To do this the writer must take eich cese indivie
duelly. This individuaslization which the writer thinks is
necessary, - & thought which follows partly &as a result of
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his asnalysis of his dats, « was meinteined previously by

Hawkes and Hewkes in their penetrating end fescinating

book, Through & Deant's Open DoOOT.

A8 & buttressing stetement for the writer's argu-

ment for individuealization, he gquotes the following pes-

sage from this book,

The maturing process 1s not standardized in
eny of its many pheses - physical, intellestual,
sociel, moral or spiritusl, A student mey be
intellesctuelly mature and morally immeture, or
he may have any combinetion of these gharscterlis-
ties, The important thing is that no two pecple
mature a&like, nor does any individusl meture
evenly in all aspects of his personality. The
sochool and the c¢ollege must recognize this, even
if the home does not, e&nd must teke the youth
vhere he is and work with him with the feolli-
tiez &t hend, teking into consideration the dif-
ferent levels of his growth, (48:54-55)

In consldering these eight students who entered

college on the besis of thelr USAFI scores, what 4id their

tests end oounselling interviews show?

l. In the ease of two students, there seemed to

be some personallty diffioculty.

Before asserting that this fact was the scle ceuse

of the difficulty experlenced by these two students, atten-

tion should be given to the date (ACE end Co-operative

reading scores) which have been znelyzed heretofor in this

In the oase of one student, he renked at the first



percentile on the { seore &nd at the 3lst percentile on

the 1L seotion of the test,

On the Co-operetive Reading test, he demonstrsted
oonsiderable weakness, renking at the 5th the 7th end the
9th percentiles respectively.

He was thinking of engineering end so took the
Engineering Aptitude test but 414 poorly on this,

On the face of it, it would appear that this stu-
dent's difficulty ley in certein wesknesses of &bility and/
or eptitudes, However, reference to the counselling record
discloses thet this student wes with foster parents until
the age of 8, This wes followed by a period in the State
Juvenile Home,

This student took & considerable time to complete
all the tests, )

The eounsellor also felt that this student was the
most antegonistie student he had interviewed.

In the case of this student, it 1s impossible to
assign the cause of his fallure to either the laek of ebi«
1ity or to the personality difficulty but the writer (as
& result of his experience) would think that the personsii.y
formed the soll in which the other failed to develop.

In this case too, the writer thinks thet had the
gounsellor hed greater psychologleasl insight he would have



helped this student more than he did or he might have
referred him to a psyehistrist.

In the ocase of the other of the two students with
some personelity difficulty, he rated reesonebly high on
the ACE and the Co-operative Reading test,

The counsellor indicated that he felt that the
Bernreuter Personelity Inventory suggested some personality
diffioculty., 4is far as ecould be gathered from the record,
thet wes es far es the matter went,:

Sueh & situation suggests thaet the attachment of a
peyehiatrist and & psyohiatrioc-social worker to the Person-
nel Department would be of considerable value,

2. In the case of another of the students in
this group; he had attended previously, & small college and
had done reasonably good work, He sought edmission to
Oregon State College &and at that time wes referred by the
Student's Adviser of the small college, to the Counselling
end Testing Bureeu at Oregon State College,

This student wes anxious to teke up engineering.

He rated, on the ACE at the 23rd and Zlst percentiles re-
spectively on the Q end I sections of the test. 0On the

llt was the writer's experience at Oregon State College
that the Bernreuter test was not of too much velue. An
experlenced interviewer would probebly leern just as much,
if not more, then would be indiocated on this test,
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Co=operative Reading test he ranked at the 37th, 46th; and
52nd percentiles in voesbulery, speed and comprehension re~
speatively,

This student had also teken the Chio State Psy-
chologicel test end ranked at the 15th percentile, totel
score, He did poorly on the Engineering Aptitude test,

He had high school and army treining in aircraft
eand mechanics, It was suggested by the counsellor that the
student return to the small college where he vould continue
with his preperation in this type of work,

3. On another student, there wus no ACE score but
he did teke the Ohlo State Psychologlezl test and ranked,
total score, &t the 30th percentile. There was no Co-
operative Reeding test score but be had teken the linnesota
Reading test end rated at the l4th percentile.

This veteren was interested, he thought, in Ingin-
neering; he ranked (total score) at the 76th percentile
on the Engineering Aptitude test,

In the case of this student; the eounsellor; efter
considering sverything, recommended thet the student try out
the course in Business snd Industry with & minor in Indus-
trial srte,

4., Another student in this group d4id not take the
ACE test but ranked in Reading on the Chio State Aptitude

test at the 69th percentile., He d4id poorly on the Co-oOpera-
tive test, ranking at the 20th, the 18th, end the 36th




percentiles respectively on the three sections of this
test, )

He rsnked low on most sections of the Engineering
Aptitude test,

In this ease the counsellor recomuended that the
student try out some lower division work.

5. 4nother student renked high on the Q score of
the ACE test (90th percentile) but at the 3rd percentile
only on the 1 section, He proved to be particulerly week
on the Co~-operative Heuding test renking st the lst, the
8nd and the 5th percentiles respectively on the various seg-
tions of the test,

The counsellor raeommegded, and this recommendation
was supported by the advisers of the Veterans' Administra-
tion, thaet the student leave college &nd try out on-the-jod
and related treining,

6. This student might possibly have been included
with the two whose cases were discussed under 1 above,

He told the counsellor that in his youth he suf-
fered from & violent temper and hed been placed in a
#ilitery academy. This experience had helped him sonewhet,
He felt very definitely that his army experience had slso
helped him,

0On the ACE he ranked &t the 19th and Z8th percen-
tiles on the ¢ and 1 sections of the test.
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Oon the Co-operstive Reading test he renked at
the 34th end the 13th and the 25th percentiles respective-
ly.

It would be rether difficult to separete the wesk-
nesses shown on the tests from the seeming personelity dif-
ficulty.

In the cese of this student his mother has heen
in the resl estate business for meny yeers end had been very
susgessful, The student also had had some experience in
this field, liked meeting people, and had been quite sue~
cessful in this type of work.

L& he was particularly snxious to get some gollege
educaetion, it wes recommended thet he might try & small
business college where he could teke some courses 1ln reel
estate work and combine with them, some other suitable
courses,

7, This student rated at the 23rd psrcentile on
both the ¢ end the I sections of the ACE test end lower on
&ll sections of the Co-operative Réaﬂing test,

This student had been recommended for English X,
whieh, et Oregon State College, is & course desligned to
help students who are wesk in Inglish, to prepare for the
regular course in this subjeot.

The student &also took the Engineering Aptitude test

but did very poorly on most sections,
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In this case the counsellor did not seem sure
but recommended that the student remain in Lower Divi-
slon,

The above eight cases have been given individuslly
because they indicete the need for individual attention,

They had done some college work and had been suse
pended, The ACR and the reading test would not hsve in-
dicated in certain instences at leaat; that other feactors

might have played a pert.




CHAPTER V

VETERAKS AND NON-VETERANS

It was mentioned earliier in this thesls that when
the sample of students was taken, it cbnsisted solely of
veterans, but that there were certsin reasons for this,

At the same time 1t was mentioned that no attempt wes being
made here, to use the veterens es experimentsal groups.

Since, however, the students studled are vetersns,
it may be of interest to compare them with non-veterans,

Sinoe the return of the veteran &énd the entrance
of many into college, much hes been said concerning their
work. Xiner, for instance, points out that there is no
argument conecerning the seriousness mindedness of the
vetersn student. (24:159-163), Dey, writing in School

and Soeclety 1last year, expressed the opinion that veter-

ans are dolng even better than the average college stu
dent and "not taking & ride on Uncle Sam'sAgenerosity.“
pay conocluded thet the returned servicemsrn wes meking the
most of his opportunity. ‘(13:101~102).

| Atkinson and webb, in & study made in regard to
veterans studying under public law 16 &t the University
of Colorado found that, despite the fact that these
particular students were disabled, they were doing

stertlingly good work,
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These resefrch workers felt thet the outstanding
performance of these hendleapped students probably re-
sulted from,

{1) a determination to excell in spite of their
handioceps,

{Z) the care with which these students were se-
lecteéd, because failure would have disastrous
effects on these mentally and physic&lly in-
Jured men,

(3} muech more careful *behind the scenes' super-
vision of the work of these students by the
Veterans' isdministration. (5:87-88),

Kiner remarked that the embltion of veterens in
college is high, their determmination limitless and their
achlevement generally good, (24:150-193). Significontly,
this writer went on to discuss & certein type of G.I.
student, (one, by the way, with whom the writer ceme in
contact too) the vetersn who finds that he cannot concen-
trate, is unsure of his ultimete gosl and who finds his
ad justment to college life vwery troublesone,

Miner further points out that frequently their
inebility to settle down to study may be traced to the

faot that they have never leerned how to study in high
school.l Another possible reeson for inability omn the

lIn this connection the writer of this thesis thinks that
it would probably be of interest if a survey were made of
veterans' work in high school end their work in college, A
number of such studles hes been made from time to tine in
connectlon with non~veterans,
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part of the returned men to settle down to study might be;
¥iner contends, upsetting emotionel wer axperienees.l

In discussing the msnner in which many veteran
students were doing college work of high atendard, Hamilton
gives it es his opinion that the non-veteran has been too
long with the formal process of learning. (18:213-32%2),

Hemilton goes on to stress & feet which is some-
times lost sight of, namely, that many of the veterans
(nine out of ten; he thinks) now receiving eduecttion under
the ¢, I. Bill, were not broken-heerted when they had to
leave school to enter the armed foreces, After thelr
period of ebsence from school, &nd with the experiences
and experience which had come to them, they returned with
& more mature outlook,

what of the veterans studied here?

It was noted2 earlier in this psper, thet for the
two terms during which these students attended Oregon State
College, they comprised & large proportion of the total

eollege population, The table below gives the exacet figures,

lthe writer might here mention one student whom he sew and
who was referred to the psychistric elinie, This student
was very emotionally disturbed and reelized it. He wes re-
living during the nights, wer experiences, and, as & result
woke up quite unsble to study.

zFootnote on page
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Table X

Comparison of Numbers of Veterans &and Non-~veterans
Attending Oregon State cvllegeé VWinter
and Spring Terms, 1945-47

Totel number

‘ferms of students Veterans %age Non-veterans %age
Winter 7003 4408 63 2597 37
Spring 6499 4090 63 2407 37

It may be seen from the above table that the per~
centege of veterans in each term was the seme (63 per cent)
end this is a considerable proportion of the total enrol-
iment,

It might at this point be brought out that when the
data for this paper were beingveolleoted; there wes avail-
able to the writer (for & short time only) the total list
of students who were suspended during the two terms under
consideration here,

Celoculations made &t thet time disclosed that
veterans comprised 36.5 per cent of 8ll suspended students.
when this fect is consldered in the light of Tsble XI it
would sppear that the veterans were showing up to consider-

able adventage,

*pata obteined from Dr, D. T. Ordemen, Registrar, Oregon
State College.
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Total numbers and number of suspensions do not tell
the whole story. The small table below gives the Grade

Point Average for veterans and non-veterans respectively.

Table XI

Grade Point average for Veterans and Mon-veterans during
the ¥Winter and Spring Terms, 1946-47

Term Grade Point iAverage
Veterans Non-veterans

Winter 2.,49 £.49

Spring 2.56 2.55

It will be noted, from the above table; that during
the winter term the veterans and non-veterans attained the
same Grade Point Average while for the following term
there was an infinitisimal difference in the veterans'
favor.

V‘hen all the above facts are taken into considera-
tion, it would sppear that, for the two terms under discus-
sion, the veterans at least held their own, and vhen the
particular group which comprised our sample is taken into
consideration, they more than held their own because our
sample formed only & little over one-third of the total

suspensions,




Bacause of this situation, it would appeer all the
more desirable that everyt!.ing which might be done for

these suspended veterans, should be done,
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CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND RECOMMINDATIONS

The subject of this thesis has been a study of 97
students at Oregon State College, students who were sus-
pended and who had received advisement at the Counselling
and Testing Bureau,

The purpose of the study was to ascertain, as far
as possible, the reasons for suspension.

The study weas limited to veterans as, at the time
of the preparation of the thesis, only veterans received
advisement,

The method used was as follows:

1, 'Frcm a list of suspended students for the wine
ter and spring terms of 1946-47, the names of veterans who
had received advisement, were selected.

2, Certain informetion concernins each of these
students was assembled from the tests given and the re-
cords complled by the counsellors at the Counselling
Bureau.

This information included - the number of terms
each student had been in attendance, the number of terms
(1t any) he had becn on probation, his academic status
at the time of advisement, his perfentile ranking on

certain basic tests such as the ACE and the Co-operative
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Reading test; and comments made by the counsellors as a
result of their interviews with the students,

3. The chief method used weas & study of percen-
tile rankings of students on the various tests, For
instance, if it was escertained thet certain students fell
below a certain percentile on the ACE test (& ranking whioch
it was felt could be used as & fair standard for passing)
it was presumed that he probably was not sulteble college
meteriel,

Similarly, if he fell below & certeln percentile
on the Co-operative Reading test, 1t was assumed that he wes
2 wesk reader,

ifter these students had been eliminated, those
who; because of high percentile rankings; could be sasumed
to be college materiel, were further studied on en indivi-
duel basis with the idea that there would probably be some
reason, peculler to each student, whieh might sccount for
his suspension. ‘

4, This process of "individuslizatlion" was carried
out also in the oese of certain students who had entered
Oregon State College on the basis of the USAFI tests,

5, 4 brief comparison of the veterans with non-
vetersns wes also made,

As & result of the application of the above methods



to the data, the following results were obtained.

A total of 97 students who hed been suspended dure
ing the winter &nd spring terms of the scademic year
1946-1947 were studied, This number comprised 36.5 per
cent of the total number of suspended students for these
two terms.

0f this number 74 per cent were freshmen,

The ©7 students were registered &t Oregon State
College for periods ranging from one to over six terms,
Sixty-seven per cent of the students were on probation for
one term only.

Of the 72 freshmen, Just over 48 per cent were re-
gistered for two terms, one of which wes spent on probetion,

On the besis of the ACE test of scholastie 2bility,
praetiocally 30 per cent of the students fell between the
lst and 19th percentlles, If we accept the statement cited
in the Manual of Advisement and Guidance used by the
Veterans Administretion theat

Aehlevement by & college applicent of less

then twentleth percentile (College Freshmen

norms)....indicates & high probability of

failure if the applicent should enter cole

lege
then these students probebly, but not certainly, were not

college materisl,
Thirty-five per cent of the students reted above
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the 50th percentlle on the ACE test and yet were suspended,
On the basis of the Co-operative Reading test, 75

per cent of the students were wesk on each ssction (voeabu-

lary, speed end comprehension) of the test, .lmost 47 per

cent ranked below the 35th percentile on 8ll sections of the

test,

0f the 97 students studied, sixteen rated high on
the ACE. Exeluding three (for reasons given in Chapter III)
there were 13 students who, on the basis of the ACE test
should have done satisfactory college work.

Of these 13 students 54 per cent rated below the
36th percentlle in speed on the Co-operative Reading test.
Although speed is not the only importent factor in reading,
it would seem that even these thirteen students were not
suoch good readers &s they needed to be if they were to do
satisfactory college work,

However, our study on &n individuel basis indiceted
thet although reading weekness might heve played a pert in
the feilure of these thirteen students, other csusal fac=
tors seemed to be present,

%hen this process of individuclizetion was carried
out for each of the thirteen students, it wes ascertained
that, in certain cases, the student seemed to be in the
wrong fleld of Interest,

Five of them appeared to be in the wrong field
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of interest. _

wo of them showed poor high school records,

In the casec of two of thex, further informetion
from the counsellors might have helped. It might be
mentioned in this connection thet the writer of this thesis
had aecess only to the summary compiled by the counsellor
:ooncarnad. It is quite possible thet the summary did not
contain all the impressions gained by the counseller re-
garding the student.

’ One student seemed to be doing far too mueh work
outside his studies,

One seemed better sulted to training in & semi-
skilled trade,

T™wo of the students showed definite personelity
problems,

0f the 97 students considered, elght entered Cre-
gon State College on the basis of the USAFI tests, Concerne
ing the scholastic ability of these eight students, es ine
diceted by ratings on the ACE test, two did not teke the
test, four rated well below the 35th percentile on both
the ¢ end I sections, one student rated very high on the
score but fell to the Jrd percentile on the i section, one
student reted around the 50th percentile on both the § and

1. sections,
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It would seem thet at least half of these stidents
lacked sufficient scholastic ebility to do college vork
satisfactorily. (

In resding, on the basis of the Co~operstive Head-
ing test, one did not take the test, four renked well be=
low the 35th percentile while the rest (3) were ahove aver-
age, |

The a&ave does not gife the whole story for these
eight students, Three of them seem very definitely to have
been suffering from personality difficulties,

In looking over these findings, it woulﬂ‘appear
thet in meny ezses the students falled because they lacked
the necessary scholastie abiliﬁy; while in some of these
casas end also In some where the scholastic ebility secmed
to be high enough to feel sure thet the students could do
college work, reading weaknesses brought asbout their down-
fell,

Thus, in some cases; some of these failigg students
did not seem to be college meteriel; others did.

This does not seem to be the complete picture though,
& faot which proved disturbing to the writer wes thet while
he was counselling these failing end suspended atu&ents;
et the time he wes elso counselling students who frequently
obteined just s poor ratings on tests snd yet were "making
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the grade” end seemed 10 be comparstively happy in their
studles,

In regerd to some of these students it mey be that
college life is somewhat of an eseape from reelity. A4
follow~up study of & group of such students might prove
both interesting end 1lluminating.

Because of these divergencles and differences, the
writer felt that scores on the ACE and other tests did not
give the complete answer,

If, for instence, we consider the Co-opereative
Reading, or any other resding test, for thsat matter; we find
thet much of the materiel on which the test is based, is of
such & type that interest in it would be completely lacking
in the cese of meny & student,

It mey be said in rebuttazl, that a student should
be eble to read such extracts if he plans to do college
work. This is true but in certein cases, students who
heve én interest in whet they are doing, do betiter then
.whan the study meteriel is more or less boring to them,

48 & result of this study the writer has become
more convinced then he wae before, that it is the indivi-
dual who counts, Correlated reading together with some
thought on the metter, hes reinforced this ides,

4s en &ild to this individuel study, the writer

wonders whether the services of greduste students might
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not be used to meke surveys of the freshmen test results
and to note the presence of such scores es would indioate
the need for help,

If colleges cnd universities ere able to ereot
buildings (however inadequate they may be) to house the
numerous students who are seeking admission; it should be
possible to utilize the breins of the sdministrative staff
to £ind some way of meking sure thet the individuel student
is not lost somwehere elong the journey through college.

We wonder whether it might not prove less expensive
in both student end finenciasl currency, to heve one or
more edditional counsellors in each college and then to
substitute & systematlic combing of students to find out
those who need help,

There 1s 2 distinect possibility (though the writer
hes no statisties to prove the point) that the cost to
a college &nd its students of the wested terms attended by
suspended students might well be repeid if one or more
counsellors mede & determined effort so sort out the ace-
demie wheet from the chaff,

One other point may be mede before certain recome
mendations arising out of the study, ere made,

The writer, after resding & number of articles dealw
ing with studies pertinent to this thesis, came to the

econclusion thet slthough many of these studies &im to help
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the student, they frequently fail becrtuse they seek to
meke certein zenerelligations which, in the meking, erase
meny individuels, ‘

4 Turther 4ifficulty erises through the freguent
quoting of generslizations os though they heve application
to other situstions, The writer feels that there is 2 dis-
tinet denger involved in such epplications., Ho two colleges
present the stme sltustlon, nor do tny two schools within
the seme college.

In this thesis the findings indicube that wesknoss
in reading seemed to play & distinet part in the fellure of
meny of the students studied, If similer studies in other
colleges show corresponding results then & significant
trend mey be indicated, Wwithout such corresponding studles
it would be unwise, to sey the least, to assune that sus-
vended students at other colleges were poor readers, |

Zven if other studies show similar trends the writer
is of the opinion that there are certain intangibles which
elude the administretor who seeks to base profound stete-

ments on mass testing and surveys,

heeommendations

As a result of this study certein recommendations

are suggested.
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fe In the counselling prscess; {which, 1t might be
noted, must be releted to all phaeses of personnel work) &
serles of steps might be considered useful,

1. 411 freshmen &t Oregon State College
take the ACE test. These results should be studlied by
faculty wembers snd seen in relation to othar fastors,

we understand thet many, if not &ll faculty
members use the ACH resalts; bud it is here suggested
thaet perhaps they may be usgd with more effect,

If & member of the faculty; on going through
the test results of his new students, noted thet certain
students fell veolow the 50th percentile, he might relate
this to scores on the recding tests snd slso to high school
gredes, Tersonal interview with such students might bring
out certain facts which would help him in determining how
the student might progress. here necessary, he mlight re-
fer the student to the Counselling end Testing Huresu,

£, £1l1 entering freshmen teke the Co~opere-
tive Reading test., (n the basls of this some students are
assigned to certain clesses with & view to ensuring thet
they meke progress according to individual reading aptitude,

Could this arrangement be improved, from the point
of view of the student, be selecting students who seemed

low 1n reeding aptitude and arrenging & conference with
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them so that, through discussion, and possibly testing
of reading in relation to an area in which they appeared
to be vitally interested, it might be determined whether
the reading weakness was dependent upon lack of Iinterest,
or really was based upon poor readins methods, or perhaps
associated with low mental power,

3, Where studenis ranked low on both the ACE
and Co-operative lieading tests they should be referred to
the Counselling and Testing Buresu as soon as possible so
that they misht be helped to decide &hether they really
were suitable college material.*

4, After a term of work, those stuients who
had ranked high on the ACE and rather low on the Co-opera-
tive Reading test micht be referred to the Counselling

Bureau, especially if they were having difficulty.

‘Ehe writer has been given to understand, in a personal
communication from the Uirector of the Counselling and
Testineg Bureau, that the Superintendent of Schools in Cor-
vallis (where Oregon State College is located) plant to have
his senior students in the high school teke advisement at
the Counselling Bureau, especially if they plan to enter
college.

Sueh a procedure will provide an excellent opportunity for
counsellors to prevent much waste of humen material in col-
lege, It still would not, of course, solve the problenm
created by the fact that some students "find" themselves
scholastically in college, only after they have attended
for a while, R

Such hish school counselling mizsht also act as an anti-
dote to much of the "I'1ll take it easy in high school"”
attitude showvn by many high school students,
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B. The progress of those students who runked
high on both tests but whose (GPi wes not s high &s their
scores would indicate they should be, should be watched
elosely. If necesstry they too, should be referred to the
pureau 2s they eppetr to possess the ebility to do college
work, 3Sometimes some of these students sre too extroverted
to meke good students.

Sueh & serles of steps would place greater respone
eibility on the counsellors of the Burecu, In order to per-
mit of thelr giving their best, the flow of students through
the Bureeu should be so srraenged that undue pressure is not
exerted on them,

Possibly, even greater considerstion should be given
to individuel ceses, Qur study suggests thet in some ceses
the counselling wos not &s ceomplete s it might have been.

Case conferences might prove of velue, especially
with the more difficult o&ses, it such conferences, not
only the various counsellors (who, because of their vary-
ing beckpgrounds, would be &ble to present differing view
points) but also faculty members from interested depart-
ments, should be present.

Under such conditions, not only would there be the

benefit of verious viewpoints, but &lso both the counsellors
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and the steff members would lesrn more of what esch wes
trying to ecconplish.

The writer belleves thet such conferences would
finelly result in the eppointment of ¢ psychistrist and
possibly of & pesyehistric-soclel worker.

B« 7The use of recordings of interviews &s carried
out by Rogers formerly €t Ohlo Stete University cund now et
Chietyo, snd &lso used by some psychiatitsts, would ne-
tericlly help in alding counsellors lmprove thelr tech-
nigues,

C. In view of the fact that in certesin cuses in
our study, personzlity difficulties were present, the
writer wonders whiether these tre recelving the aettvention
they should, Beceuse o the nsture of the origin of the
Bureau, the intention to help vetercns choose the most
sulteble ce&reer, the blas has been towerds the voeational
with, of course, a concemitent interest in the educsztionsl,

It aight be better if, instead of spesklng of vooo-
tionel, educetionsal or personnl counselline we gneel of
counselling,

vinen & person comes to the Counselling snd Testing
Bureeu he mﬁy‘séy, in so m&ny words, that he wants to teake
tests to help him decide on the type of course he should
pursue, This has certein merlts, for a student in the

right field is usuelly heppier snd & better student in the
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right field is usually heppler &nd a better student than
one who is either in the wrong field or floundering from
one field to another,

However, when such & student suggests the reason for
his coming for edvisement, he may, in reelity, indleste by
subtle, usuelly to him, unnoticed signs, thet he needs help
with some other problenm.

This is hardly the pleoce to become involved in a
discugsion a&s to what counselling is, what 1s casework &and
what therapy, - if there is such & difference, The point
is that real counselling involves some psychotherapy. The
better the counsellor the more likely is he to do some good
therapy and less likely to depend on test scores,

Pertinent to this problem sre the words of Dr, Clark
Rogers, & pioneer in non-directive counselling.

Dr. Rogers Bays =

We have & oconslderable number of cases,

for example, where intelligence ratings have

risen very sharply following non«directive

therapy; & greduste student who went from the

forty-third to the ninetieth percentile on a

college aptitude test; chlldren who have shown

I increases up to forty points, 4ire these

isolated cases or does the freer use of self

following c¢liente-centered therapy tend to bring
about & measurable elteration in what we ecall

intelligence? Studies to investigate this im-

portant question need to be made,

The seme results have probably followed good case work end

successful psychiatric therapy,
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The writer doubts that there is an alteretion in
intelligence but rather & better use of it &s & result of
freedom from emotional conflict.

Be this as it may, if instences of such chenges are
on reeord; the need for individuasl attention to students is
even more profound, Indeed, it stresses the point that we
have made when urging thet mess testing will not help to
isolete 8ll the students who are not suiteble college me-~
teriasl,

The preperation of this thesls hes caused the writer,
even if it convinces no one else, to feel thet if the col-
leges of any country are to serve their purpose, - to help
students develop themselves so that they can live fuller
lives -~ they c¢an do eo only by ensuring thet the individuel
student is not lost somewhere on the bridge which, &s we
seid in the first chepter, leads from the secondayry school
to somewhere in the future.

Colleges end universities are in e position to
play an importaent pert in ensuring thet the "somewhere®

is not Jjust snywhere,
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LPPRHIRK

The Counselling snd Testing Suresu &b Gregon
' statke college

The Duresy wese organized in late Desember, 19485,
%o work in close coeopsration with the Veterens' idninloe
tretion Guldsnse Center. olsfler vuresus wers sstebliohe
el &% other pointa in the country, end wers slallerly tee
soeloted with eollepges ond universities,

Thess buresus were gonsldered vaeful in aiding the
offielels of the vebercns' ;dudnistrution in chelr sttenpd
to sdminloter, os efficlently =8 possible, the lows whieh
were pegsed by the United States Congress to Rﬁm in the
rehebilitotion of disabled veterens snd to help otber
vetarens obbtein the greciest benelits from the edusntion
whieh hed becosse thelr richt undey thesn lows,

£% the tine during which the writer wee ¢ 0ouBRsGle
lor with the Juresu ot (fegon Stote Collegs, the sbtuffl oohe
sianted of o Ulreetor, throe fulletine coungellora, & Deyw
chometrist {who &ls0 soted o8 Intake reseptlionist) snother
peyonometrist (vhe hrd zleo ocertein sdulnistretive duties)
and & stonorropher,

meetuse of the olose releticnship with the Veterans®
sdzinistretion, serteln fores had o be occupleted,

These forae ineluded the following.
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1. An initial interview form which, when completed;
gifes a particularly full and useful summary of the veter-
an's schooling, hobbies, related interests, work experience,
service training and experience,

2, In the case of disabled veterans there is a spe-
cial form which is used for all cases where the disability
is less than thirty per cent, This form.is used as an aid
in determining the "need” for rehabilitation,.

3. There is also s summary form which was prepared
as an aid in determining the vocational objective,

It might be mentioned at this point, that these
forms apparently were prepared to assist appraisers who
were, in meny cases, not exceptionally well-trsined. To
well-trained counsellors, these would be of little use,

It might also be brought out that the use of sterotyped
forms may, if unwisely used, tend to structure the counsel-
ling process.

The usual procedure at the Bureau was for the stu-
dent (at that time the veteran, but reeently, also non-
veterans) to be introduced by an officer of the Veterans'
Administration to the receptionist of the Bureau. ohe
would then take certain preliminary identifying informa-
tion,

The veteran was then introduced by the receptionist
to the particular counsellor to whom he was assigned. This

connsellor conducted an initisl interview.
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Certain rather full information had to be obtained

and entered on the appropriete form, In order to avoid
leaving untouched problems other than vocstionsl, the first
part of the injitiasl interview was conducted in a seemingly
informel menner, In reelity, it wes used by the oqnnaellor
to gein perspective regardiﬁg the reel nature of the stu-
dent's problem end &t the seme time to give him the oppor-
tunity to reise problems other then that for which he was
referred,

~s an aid to the understsending of the student, cer-
tain tests were suggested to him, Some explanation of thelr
purpose was &t the scme time given,

After he had oompleted these tests a final interview
was arranged. During this period, the test results were
interpreted to him, if such & procedure secmed indiected at
thet stege, If any problem other thenweoational were pre-
sent, 1t wes worked through.

It mey be mentioned at this stege that the writer,
who 1s also & trained psyehistric social worker found that;
on & number of occasions, the baslic problem wes not voce-
tional, educetional, or & combination of these, but defi.
nitely & personal one. In such cases he used his treining
and experience to help the veteran to work through his
problen,

It 1s the opinion of the writer, and this is sup-
ported by that of the Director, thet the percentage of
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students at Oregon State College seeklng advisement and who
bhave serious personal problems, 1s not lerge, It would ep=-
pear that the student population is composed largely of
“gormal” students.

However, when both veteran snd non-veteran students
pess through the Bureau this stetement may not hold.

Arrangements were recently mede whereby non-veterans
may avaell themselves of the services of the Bureau for a

more or less nominal fes.




