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Prior to advent of Europeans in the Pacific Northwest,
the Middle Columbia River Basin was the location of highly
develped native cultures. For centuries it was the center
of very important native trade networks thaf extended over
western North America and a éite of important intertribal
rituals relating to renewal of natural and food resources.
It possessed remarkably rich cultural resources which are
part of our national heritage and trust.

Today the Pacific Northwest Region is the locus of
53 dams which have inundated former villages, fishing
grounds, and prehistoric sites of Indian people. This is
especially true along the Columbia River. The construction
of The Dalles Dam in 1952 instituted prior removal of ap-
proximately forty of the 450 prehistoric petroglyphs along
the banks of the Long Narrows and Celilo Falls, just east
of The Dalles, Oregon. Following the removal of these

native works of art, they were stored at The Dalles Dam



site where they have remained for twenty-seven years.

The situation of the petroglyphs prompted the question
of who is responsible for their care, preservation, and
proper interpretation. Research was conducted to examine
pertinent federal and state policies as revealed in laws,
regulations, executive orders, and in the actions and
statements of public officials whose responsibilities
relate to cultural resources.

It was determined that laxity in enforcement of the
Federal Antiquities Act of 1906 allows the petroglyphs to
have remained in obscurity over the years and to never
have been properly cared for or interpreted in a scientific
or educational context. A review of the history of antiqg-
uities legislation and directives clearly shows that such
a circumsfance could not happen today because of more
stringent regulations and enforcement procedures. Inter-
views with today's public officials reveal that they are
fully aware of present legal responsibilities and require-
ments and that they are sympathetic to any private efforts
to properly install and display The Dalles petroglyphs.

Research further reveals, however, that public offic-
ials claim no responsibility or jurisdiction over the
petroglyphs, nor are they inclined to assume leadership or
to pursue jurisdiction in order to deal with clearly cor-

rectible omissions of past regqulations and procedures.
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"Despite some of their less admirable characteristics
historically--the glorification of warfare, the taking
of slaves, the rigidity of some of their social struc-
. tures, which are all too familiar as 'human' failings
among white men--the American Indians maintained at
least one spiritual trait (essentially animistic) that
I find particularly admirable and worthy of reexamination:
they did not place themselves above their organic or
inorganic companions on earth but recognized with awe
that they shared the planet as equals with animals,
fish, birds, trees, rivers, bushes, stones, and such
phenomena as weather and natural disasters. This at-
titude made them more alert, humbler, and, I suspect,
wiser than those whom the more northerly coastal tribes
called 'The IronPeople' and the more southerly tribes
called 'The Moving People,' two names that still fit
white men uncomfortably well."

-Wagoner, David, who Shall Be the Sun?

"Author's Note"

Dedicated "In Memory of Franz Boas
(1856-1942"




"The white men were many and we could not hold our own

with them. We were like deer. They wére like grizzly

bears. We had a small country. Their country was large.
We were contented to let things reméin as the Great Spirit
made them. They were not and would change the rivers if
they did not suit them."

Chief Joseph, 1877

"In 1877, the United States government ordered
all the Nez Perce Indians out of the Wallowa
Valley in eastern Oregon onto the Lapwai Reser-
vation in Idaho, although this order was in
violation of the 1873 agreement which in effect
restricted the Wallowa Valley from settlement

by white people. The Nez Perces, headed by
Chief Joseph, were given 30 days to move them-
selves and all of their possessions by General
Oliver Howard. Chief Joseph asked for more time,
which was refused. General Howard told them if
the time ran one day over 30 days, they would

be driven onto the reservation by military per-
sonnel and all of their cattle and horses would
be taken over by white men. Chief Joseph called
a council meeting, which resulted in a decision
to move. "
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GOVERNMENTAL POLICIES and THE PRESERVATION AND DISPLAY OF
NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURAL RESOURCES IN THE MIDDLE COLUMBIA
BASIN
I.
INTRODUCTIGN

In the study of the anthropology of native Americans who
occupied land on both sides of the Middle Columbia River
long before, and shortly after, the arrival of white man,
it is revealed that prehistoric man had inscribed pictorial
forms and writings, or petroglyphs, on the rock facings of

the banks of the river in this area.

These petroglyphs contined for several miles along a
stretch of the river known as the Long Narrows, which
began at Celilo Falls and continued west for approximately
five miles, ending a short distance east of The Dalles,

Oregon.

Prehistoric natives had stood along these banks many cen-
turies ago, where the unrestricted and raging waters of
Celilo Falls were compressed into a narrow-gauged strait,
cutting deeply into the rock foundation of the river's bed.
Here they had recorded inscriptions which represented many
facets of their lives and unique culture. There were pic-
tures of animals, snakes, birds, and fish withwwhich they

were familiar. There was also evidence that tribes had



gathered here from other places for impressions of animals
that were believed tc have never existed in this locality

were recorded in the rock.

For centuries Indians had fished here for salmon, their
main subsistence food, and tribesmen had come from far-off
places to augment their diet with the delectable salmon
and sturgeon, which were caught in co;siderable quantities
in the Columbia River, but never wasted. The native fisher-
men would stand precariously on rocks or timbers over the
falls to spear their victims. The unforgettable sight of
Indians displaying their skill, expertise, and daring to
acquire food in this manner vividly impressed white men
when they arrived along the river. The Indians not only
risked their lives to catch the fish but they also immor-

talized this feature of their lives by carving inscriptions

of these activities in the rock facings of the river's banks.

If one could picture in one's mind the great Columbia River
Gorge prior to the arrival of white men, when the river ran
clear and free, when there were no boats excepting the silent
canoes on its surface, when only footpaths peregrinated
through the forests and grasslands, when the only fragrances
and odors were those of pine and fir and damp leaf mold in
the cool, moist places, and scorched grass east of the
mountains in the hot summers, intermingling with the acrid,

pungent of many campfires, and the redolent, nostril-quivering



smell of salmon heing cooked on hot coals, then one would
know that the Columbia River Gorge was, indeed, an authentic
Paradise which its occupants would fight to defend from
invasien and destruction by strange, white men intruding .

from other lands.

The natives' expertise in knowledge of the terrain, af its
forests and waterways, of how to catch fish in the rivers
and where game animals and birds could be found, and all of
those skills and knowledge which are only learned by intim-
ate association over a long period of time with the earth
itself and all of those properties identified with earth,
all of these far outweighed the learned skills that white
man possessed when ' he invaded the Indians' unspoiled

territory.

But all of the skills and native intelligence could not
combat the diseases which white man brought with him when

he arrivéd in the early years of the nineteenth century,

and entire villages were ravaged and the populations were
decimated or, in some cases, completely wiped out. The
discouragement of those who were left would be indescribably
frightening, as in some villages there might only have been
a half-dozen or less who were left to carry on. This is
what white man did to the Indian culture that had flourished
for centuries along the banks of the mighty and life-

sustaining Columbia.



During the period of the flowering of this ancient, primi-
tive culture, when the natives did not live in fear and .
dread of invasions, nor did they even know that white man
existed on this earth, their lifestyle was idyllic in com-
pParison to the events that occurred with the coming of

explorers and settlers.

It was then they had the time and motivation to stand along
the rock walls of the river and portray their way of life

and the fish, birds, animals, and vegetation which sustained
them. After hours of spearing fish or digging camas roots,
or days trailing game or camping in the meadows of Mount
Adams while they picked the prolific huckleberries which

grew there, they had earned some hours of respite to engage
in cultural pursuits, which included the execution of imag-
inative petroglyphs and distinctive stone vessels and objects

that were found in abundance along the great waterway.

Only people who had free time and were undisturbed both
mentally and physically could have executed these fine ex-
amples of their artistic endeavors. Even though the Indian
populations had not been severely decimated by the diseases
of white man, the wars and turbulence that would have fol-
lowed their invasions, when the very homes of the Indians
were destroyed, would have caused a decline in artistic
production, no doubt, and implementation of their outstanding
talents. The creativity of man flourishes best in a peace-

ful environment when his mind is not distracted by the need



to protect his kin and homeland, and there is leisure time

for these pursuits.

The Indians who lived along the banks of the richly endowed
Columbia River should have had an abundance of leisure time.
The climate and natural Tesources provided a most favorable

environment for the necessities of life.

There was a wide variety of food which was relatively easy
to procure. At all seasons, the river produced more than
adequate supplies of fish. Fresh water was always available.
Game abounded in surrounding hills and on the plains. The
riverine environment was a favorite resting place for mi-
grating waterfowl and other birds. Camas root, an important
vegetable food of the Indians, was plentiful, as were many
other roots and plant foods. Mount Adams, just north of

the river, was surrounded by hundreds of acres of huckle-
berries on its lower slopes in late summer and early fall,
when the weather was conducive for traveling. The Indians
had developed methods of drying and preserving them for

year-round use.

Grasses and reeds were easily accessible for use in weaving
baskets, mats, and other handy articles. Wood was available
for both fuel and housing. The hides of game animals were

utilized for clothing and shelter.

The occupations of keeping themselves fed, clothed, and
sheltered, and of collecting sufficient fuel for heat and

cooking, still left leisure time for developing distinctive



art styles and art objects. Had this culture not been dis-
rupted and retarded by the invasion of white man, with the
subsequent devastation of the Indians both physically and
mentally, and the superimposing of white man's culture on
the native culture, it is possible and probable that the
culture of the Indians would have advanced until it reached
a high level of development. This maturation was curtailed

by unprecedented events.

This paper is dealing with a native culture of the Middle
Columbia River which renowned and authoritative archaeolo-
gists have determined to be as old as 11,000 years before
the present time, or 9,000 years before Christ's appearance
in Jerusalem. Somewhere between that time and the coming
of white man to the Columbia River Basin, the crudest
drawings were chipped out of the rock along the river.

Over the centuries these forms developed into those that
have been examined by scholars of the past two or three

centuries.

In historic times, objects 100 years or older have long

been considered to have especial worth because of their
antiquity, and they have come into the category of "antiques"
by dealers and buyers. More recently, since inflation has
skyrocketed, the antique dealers have lowered the age at
which an object may be classified as an antique to a mere

fifty years.



In the middle 1950s, when the United States government
through the Corps of Engineers announced its plans to con-
struct a méssive dam across the Columbia River just above
The Dalles, private individuals, archaeologists,, anthropolo-
gists, and museum and university personnel, were suddenly
shocked into the realization that éll of the 450 pet;oglyphs
in the Long Narrows, and all of the layers of midden, the
term used for garbage by anthropologists, along the river's
banks, would soon be completely inundated by the waters of

the lake that would be formed by construction of the dam.

fFrantic efforts were made by local people and interested
citizens up and down the river, by professional archaeolo-
gists and anthropologists, by universities and colleges in
the Pacific Northwest and elsewhere, and by the Smithsconian
Institution, to save what was possible in the short time
before these valuable and irretrievable objects would be

drowned deep under the surface of the artificial lake.

At that time, the National Park Service provided some fund-
ing, estimated between $10,000 and $20,C000, for the purpose
in part of preserving by removal some of these valuable
petroglyphs. It has been estimated that approximately fifty
petroglyphs were removed. The bulk of these, perhaps forty,
have never been installed where they would be available for

the public to enjoy, study, or decipher.

At the beginning of this study, cursczy guestioning of

several well-informed persons failed to disclose their
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present location. \While some people expressed dismay and
concern at their unavailability, they had made no efforts
to trace their whereabouts or question such procedure, even
though many of these people were aware that_the petroglyphs

had been removed before The Dalles Dam was opened.

The lack of concern of both the public and governmental
agencies has provoked some vital questions which need clari-
fication. Who, indeed, was responsible for these petro-
glyphs at the time they were removed from their original
site? What was the purpose of removing them at all if they
were not to be put on display or made available for expert
study or deciphering, which would undoubtedly add consider-
able knowledge of the first people who occupied the

Pacific Northwest?

What have been and what are the policies of governmental
agencies with regard to preservation of native American
cultures? What agency within the federal government is
charged with the responsibility for preserving artifacts
and sites relating to these cultures and presenting them
appropriately for the public to study and enjoy? What
guidelines are followed by federal agencies in determining
the worth of artifacts in the context of preservation?

Who has the responsibility for determining where they
should be preserved and displayed? Whose responsibility

would it be to attempt to decipher characters on rock?



Deciphering of petroglyphs is not an extinct study. It is
a field in which more is constantly being learned, even as
the studies of archaeology and anthropology have expanded
their methodology in the last two decades. The petroglyphs
might reveal a great deal of information about the lives of
those prehistoric people who roamea free along the Columbia
River before their territory was invaded by strangers and
their religious beliefs were scorned and tyrannized by the

white men of European and Christian extraction.

Archaeologists have determined that members of Indian tribes
from far distant places joinea the tribes in residence along
the Columbia to fish, barter, gamble, and participate in all
of the sociai aspects of an integrated tribal gathering.
_Thg/x;;inaggnpfﬂCelilo Falls and its village is considered
by anthropologists and archaeologists to have been one of
the most highly frequented trading posts in the continental
United States. The first documentation of the peaople who
gathered here was noted by Lewis and Clark in their Journals

of 1804.

What responsibility does the federal government have to its
citizens in the context of preservation of these evidences
of the earliest cultures on this continent? Do these arti-

facts not belong to the people as part of their national

trust?

It would appear that theres should be an agency within the
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federal government who has jurisdiction over such artifacts
as petroglyphs, even though they have already been removed
from their original location, but their relocation and place-
ment in an obscure site was accomplished with federal fund-
ing.

Hypothesis
Given that federal policy changes have heightened public

awareness of cultural preservation and that present policies

do require public agencies to carefully tend our naticnal

trust, and

Given that the circumstances of The Dalles petroglyphs would

appear to be a violation of this trust,

It is hypothesized that:

1) Federal agencies administrative personnel are either
unaware of, or not required to follow, pertinent laws,
orders, and guidelines prohibiting improper care of

both prehistoric and historic artifacts, and

2) Federal funding is not available for meeting require-
ments for preservation of prehistoric and historic
sequences and artifacts in addition to public education

relating thereto.

Inasmuch as we spend undetermined sums of money in providing
libraries, both public and private, with volumes on pre-
historic and historic subjects dealing with the background

of this nation, it seems feasible and expedient that we
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should preserve the real evidences of these epochs which

are available and place them in a setting which approximates
and interprets the original environment from whence they
caée. OJur government should have a deep commitment and re-
sponsibility to its people in order to achieve this end.

The Columbia River petroglyphs and stone sculptures are sub-
stantial, authentic evidence of the predecessors to the
present culture in this land, and they should be available

to all people to examine, appraise, and respect.

This thesis attempts to disclose the circumstances of
The Dalles petroglyphs being removed from their original
site with federal funding and then being left in a state of

neglect and obscurity on federal land.



CHAPTER II

RESEARCH METHODS

In order to develop data appropriate to the research problem
and hypotheses of this thesis, it is necessary to understand
the combination of disciplines incorporated for the purpose
of securing a degree in Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary
Studies. The three disciplines were integrated after the
subject was chosen. The choice of topic was motivated in
the study of Anthropology by the discovery that a substan-
tial number of native American petroglyphs had been removed
from the banks of the Columbia River more than twenty years
ago and had remained in obscurity ever since. The problem
evolved around the question of who within the federal agen-
cies is responsible for the preservation of native American
artifacts and what laws have been passed that cover such
evidences of a prehistoric culture on this continent and in

this country.

The problem involved two components, each one standing alone,
and yet survival of the first was dependent upon the action
of the second. The first is concerned with the circumstances
surrounding a substantial number of petroglyphs which lie in
a state of neglect on federal property in the Middle Columbia.
The second companent is concerned with investigation of fed-

eral policies, laws, and orders which do exist and which may

apply to the Middle Columbia petroglyphs. The latter are

considered as serving as an example of similar objects and
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situations which may exist in any state or all of the states

of the United States.

The three disciplines were chosen for the subject of the
thesis on the following basis: the petroglyphs represent a
culture of people who lived in the. Middle Columbia Basin
prior to the coming of white man. This was the determing
factor for Anthropology being chosen as the major disci-
pline. The character of the petroglyphs is representative
of primitive drawing and, therefore, comes under the heading
of art. Inasmuch as the petroglyphs are cultural resocurces,
the curricula of the Department of Resource Recreation has
direct bearing. Insofar as a class, or group, of people

is. observed in this thesis, the personnel in administrative
positions in federal agencies has further pertinence in

Anthropology as a discipline.

It should be noted that in the study of two classes of
human beings the thesis falls under the heading of a science
of society: it is a study dealing with social relations of
human beings. August Comte (1798-1857), a writer known in
his day andsince as a systematic thinker, named this study
"sociology." (Evans-Pritchard, p. 23.) In order to better
understand present societies, it is important to analyze
earlier cultures. Evans-Pritchard states:

"It is true that there is no certain evidence of

the earliest stages of our history but, nature

being constant, it may be assumed that our fore-

fathers must have lived the same kind of life as

the Redskins of America and other primitive people

when they lived in similar conditions and at a
similar level of culture." (Ibid., p. 24)
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Evans-Pritchard argues that by comparing all known societies
and arranging them in an order of improvement, it is thus

possible to reconstruct the background of our own society.

In this thesis, we are dealing with groups of people, not

individuals, although to establish the philosophy of federal
personnel, it was advisable to interview individuals and then
produce a composite picture through an analysis of the inter-

views.

This study examines the cultural significance of the petro-
glyphs at The Dalles and the native cultural context from

which they were derived. [t then assesses the impact of water
resources development projects, including The Dalles’ Dam, on
cultural resources. finally, it traces the historical develop-
ment of public policies regarding preservation and progection
of cultural resources and attempts to determine present aware-
ness and commitment of appropriate public officials regarding

their implementation of these public policies.

As Pelto explains (Anthropological Research, p. 2), the

study of human behavior requires different techniques than

are used in the study of the "phenonemal world."

Pelto further states that most data in studying social sciences
is obtained from three sources: "directly observing human
beings; listeming to and noting the contents of human speech,
and examining the products of human behavior--particularly

those products found in archives, records, and libraries....



15
In tribal and primitive societies without cash economies...
economic research involves primary observations of behavior

and goods."

In a study of the prehistoric Indians who occupied the land
in the Middle Columbia Basin, their descendants, what few
there are, have been so influenced by the culture of white
man and enforcement of his laws and orders, along with the
introduction of white man's diseases and alcohol, that it

would be impractical to study the culture of present-day

Indian populations for our purposes.

It has been necessary to turn to literature, the journals of
early-day explorers, to interview archaeoclogists who worked

on site in excanvations at The Dalles Dam area just prior to
construction of the dam, to examine both private collections
of native American artifacts and collections in public muse-
ums and to then assemble this information into a whole in

order to draw conclusions.

The historical basis for the native Americans about whom our
study revolves is extremely limited, with most written infor-
mation being from very early-day explorers. It is through
the examination of artifacts that we are able to determine
the continuity and progress of this culture and to be able

to discern how the peoples who crossed the Bering Strait
evolved into a culture which, for example, mastered the

skill of fishing by developing highly sophisticated tech-

niques. The form of these peoples' lifestyle progressed



16

from a nomadic one into a more sedentary situation, even to
the level of becoming an important trading center, drawing

tribespeople from long distances to participate.

The laws of primitive people were generally interwoven with
religion and magic, and their legal sanctions were related
to ritualistic customs. (Radcliffe-Brown, p. 26.) In order
to understand their reactions to laws and orders imposed by
the invaders of their territory, the white man, it is neces-
sary to understand the entire system of their social order.
Even today, amiable relationships between members of the
Indian population and the federal government have not been
achieved, primafily because white man arbitrarily concluded
the lands he invaded were his, and his culture and laws must
be imposed upon the natives. In too many instances, early

treaties with the Indians have not been observed.

In the Federal 1906 Antiquities Act, a provision is made
that archaeological excavations on federal lands require a
permit, and the permits are only granted
"providing the examinations, excavations, or
gatherings were undertaken for the benefit of
reputable museums, universities, or other recog-
nized scientific or educational institutions."
This law was ignored at the time The Dalles Dam was built.
In 1960, a law known as the Reservoir Act was passed, which
specifically applied to the preservation of native American
cultures which might be endangered by construction of a dam,
but it was passed too late to apply during construction of

The Dalles Dam but was probably instigated from that exper-

ience.
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In an interview with David Larson, Project Engineer for

The Dalles Dam, he stated the Corps of Engineers are aware
of the laxity that existed when The Dalles Dam was built,
and the Corps has promised funding for display of the petro-
glyphs, but this is planned to be a very minimal facility

at the area where visitors to the dam park their cars. A
facility has been in the planning stage since the dam was

constructed, but nothing has materialized.

Only by preservation of the antiquities of the native cul-
tures that are still available can we hope to learn more
more about these people who occupied the land prior to the
coming of white man. In the study, it must be determined
that the petroglyphs are representative of a significant
culture. The people of the ancient culture, sometimes re-
ferred to as primitive, may have been less developed than
our society in some aspects of life but much more highly
developed in others. There are many reasons for both
studying and preserving prehistoric cultures. As functional
anthropology is developing today, more importance is being
attached to studying structurally simple cultures, and our
own society has many gfoups who are moving toward a more
primitive lifestyle, of being closer to the earth and less

concerned with technological advances in science.

The following outline details data and sources for this

thesis:
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Prehistoric Cultures

1.

Literature, including journals of early-day
explorers

Interviews with archaeologists who were in-
volved in on-site excavations

Examinations of artifacts in museums and in
private collections

Interviews with members of Oregon Archaeological
Society

Interviews with members of historical societies

Pictorial material (art catalogs, literature)

Federal Policies and Agency Personnel Attitudes

1.

2.

Examination of federal laws and policies

Interviews with key federal personnel

Previous Attempts to Salvage Columbia River Cultural

Resources

1. Interviews with members of The Dalles-Wasco County
Historical Society

2. Interviews with local citizens at The Dalles

3. Interview with Thomas Vaughan, Director, Uregon
Historical Society

4. Perusal of newspaper and magazine accounts,
particularly in the Oregon Historiczl Society
library

5. Interviews with professional archaeologists

6. Written reports

Public Works Projects

1.

Examination of federal agency brochure on dams
of the Pacific Northwest Region



e. Determination of other appropriate interpretation
of native culture in area

1. Minute scanning of Columbia River Gorge area
from Vancouver to Goldendale in Washington
and from Portland to Celilo Falls in OUregon

195
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CHAPTER III
THE PETROGLYPHS AND NATIVE CULTURES OF THE CULUMBIA

The Petroglyphs

While scientific methods in many disciplines have advanced
rapidly in the past few decades, there is one class of pre-
historic American antiquities that-still remains in a

state of speculation. This is the centuries-old art-of petro-
glyphs and pictographs which are found in many areas of the
United States. Petroglyphs were found in large numbers
along the Columbia River in the area of The Dalles. Here
there were steep rock walls along the river and rocks on
which artists could stand while they performed their skills.
It was an ideal situation for executing this particular art
style. Current accepted distinction between petroglyphs

and pictographs is that the former were ground out of the

stone, or chipped out, and the latter were painted.

Speculation has run rampant over the period since white man
first observed these pictures and writings. Many people
believed that they were proof that native Americans had
stemmed from Egyptians, Chinese, Scythians, and even from
the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. Other people were confi-
dent that they were markers for treasure buried there.

Some believed they were signs of ancient astrology, or sym-
bols of diabolical cults, or the work of an unseen god.

(Steward, Julian., Reprint 1972, p. 4U05)
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Beceause of the difficulty, perhaps, of interpreting petro-
glyphs, they have been somewhat neglected by archaeologists,
but that is not to say that it would be impossible with
newer methods to interpret them. A great deal of material
has been accumulated in scientific institutions on petro-
glyphs, but there still is much research to be done in de-

ciphering them. (Dr. Richard Ross, 0.5.U., Interview)

Petroglyphs are found not only in America but are quite com-
mon on all continents and are an indication of the artists'
desires, whatever their ethnic background, to express them-
selves in these forms. When people from the 0Old world ar-
rived in New England, they were fascinated with the petro-
glyphs that were found there, many with symbolic figures
which aroused their curiosity. However, petroglyphs were
found in much greater numbers west of the Rocky Mountains
where many mountainsides, canyons, and caves contaired evi-
dences of these early forms of expression. (Steward,

Julian H., Reprint 1972, p. 407)

There are two schools of though relative to petroglyphs.

One group of analysts feels that they have a mystical mean-
ing and an historical significance. The other group feels
that they represent merely random drawing and an expression
of objects with which the artist was familiar and which were

all a part of his everyday life. (David Cole, Interview)
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Regardless of what the petroglyphs may represent, the per-
sistance which the Indians exhibited in producing forms of
man, animals, astrological figures, and conventional designs
with no better tool than a piece of rock must be acknowledged
and the workmanship admired. The difficulty of the process
may account for some animals beiné portrayed by only a dis-
tinctive part of his anatomy. For example, the track of a
bear, or the antler of a deer, would signify the entire
animal. (Interview with Jeanne Hillis, artist, petroglyph

rubbings, The Dalles)

Not all of the markings portray animals or people. There
are many geometric and linear designs. Many petroglyphs
are quite unintelligible to us, being composed of circles,
concentric circles, spirals, and wavy lines. (Steward,

Reprint, 1972)

A large number of the petroglyphs found on both sides of

the river depict human and animal forms. Goats, which can
readily be recognized by their horns, were frequently shown.
While mountain sheep are no longer in that vicinity, it is
believed that they were at one time because of the many
petroglyphs which depict this animal. It is also possible
that the Indians had seen them in the Mount Adams area when
they went there to gather huckleberries. Frequently sheep
were shown with an exposed rib area, perhaps indicating an
attempt to see into, or understand, the life of this animal.

Often sheep were shown in groups of three, carved into the
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basalt. The dryness of the air east of the mountains may
have been instrumental in keeping the figures on the petro-
glyphs intact over the many years since they were executed.

(Strong & Schenck, 1925)

An owl, always referred to as the Speedis Uwl, was a sym-
bolic bird used on the coast on totem poles and found as
far east as Boardman on the Columbia River, where they are

chipped out of rock on the river's bank.

There is a pictograph that was painted with red ochre on a
cliff overlooking the ancient Spearfish village. The chief
of this village was depicted as a woman. It is told that
Coyote went there and asked the "she" chief how she was
treating her people. She replied that she was teaching
them to live well and to build good dwelling places. This
sympathetic characteristic of the "she" chief so impressed
Coyote that he threw her up on the cliff where she could
watch over her people forever. The name of the chieftess
was Tsagaglalal, and the old Indians of the surrounding

villages still looked up to her as their leader.

Warriors are depicted frequently with a drawn bow and arrow.

Rays encircle the warrior's heads, a symbol which is believed
to have depicted power. This type of figure was found at

The Dalles and at the site of the John Day Dam, where petro-

glyphs are now covered with water. While the elk was not

often depicted, it was always portrayed most realistically.
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Sometimes goats were shown with elk, the figure of the elk
being much larger than that of the goats. Because the elk
was always portrayed as a large, impressive animal, the
Indiahs probably considered it as one of the most powerful
of the mammals. Deer were depicted but always shown as
smaller animals. Dogs are frequently shown in hunting
scenes, with the dogs chasing the sheep and goats into the
forest where other four-horned animals are sometimes shown.

(Hillis, Mimeographed material)

Strong & Schenck (1925) did a great deal of research on the
petroglyphs in The Dalles area, particularly in one canyon
called Petroglyph Canyon, and they correlate the drawings
they observed as being very similar to those done by Great
Basin tribes, particularly the Snake Indians. They felt
the petroglyphs warranted a much more thorough study. In
summary, their conclusion bears out the thought in this
paper, and that is that the petroglyphs at The Dalles are
worthy of display and further deciphering.

A Prehistoric QOverview

Ever since the earliest European explorsrs sailed along the
northwest coast of North America in the sixteenth century,
there has been speculation about the origin of those ancient
tribes who hunted, fished, and gathered food in the north-
western part of the New World, as it was known then. The
question of how long they had occupied this land and from
whence they had come was discussed repeatedly during suc-

ceeding generations.
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By the nineteenth century, the hypothesis that these people
had migrated from Asia across the Bering Strait was widely
accepted by anthropologists. A date, or dates, of migration
had not been determined, but it was generally conceded that
there had been a succession of migrations over a long period

of time. (Cressman, 1974)

In 1856, Samuel Haven, through the Smithsonian Institution,
published an essay (Smithsonian Institution Reprint, 1956)
in which he speculated that access to North America may have
been from Kamchatka, the long peninsula which forms part of
the U.5.5.R,, via the Commander and Aleutian Islands. The
Bering Strait route, according to Cressman (Interview) is
generally accepted as being the most plausible as, towards
the end of the Wisconsin glaciation period, from 11,000 to
10,000 years ago, man could cross from Asia to North America

on land at low sea level. (Cressman, 1977)

The Bering Strait was dry land between 50,000 and 40,000
years ago, and then again from approximately 29,000 to
10,000 years ago. This low-lying land would have created

a corridor, making it possible for such animals as the mam-
moth and the caribou to cross to North America, and man
would naturally have followed his food source. Around
10,000 years ago, the land was submerged again and has
remained under water so that animals would rnot have been
able to cross although man could have reached the New World

by boat. Not until as recently as the 1920s has evidence
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shown that man has occupied this continent in the west and

northwest for thousands of years. (Cressman, 1977)

At Folsom, New Mexico, in 1926, J. J. Figgins, of the
Denver Museum of Natural History, found an unusual stone
point which had a peculiar style of fluting never observed
in other points which had been uncovered. The following
year, in a nearby area, he found a similar fluted point
lodged between the ribs of an extinct species of bison,
and nineteen similar projectile points were also found
there. This was the first established proof that man had

occupied the land with animals long extinct.

The Clovis site, also in New Mexico, had produced a distinc-
tive arrowhead now referred to as the Clovis point, and the
same area produced skeletons of extinct mammals. After-the
last glaciation the weather warmed, bringing considerable
changes to flora and fauna, with a resultant alteration in
food sources for man. The warming trend dried up watering
holes so that many large animals perished although herds of
buffalo still remained. Man hunted these and smaller ani-
mals--rabbits, squirrels, and antelope. (Dr. Charles Cormack,

Lecture, 0.5.U., Summer 1978)

With a more limited supply of meat, man looked to vegetation
as a source of food, gathering tubers, roots, grasses, fruits,
nuts, and berries. In archaeclogical diggings there has been

evidence that man became a consumer of fish. Baskets for
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scooping fish cut of the rivers and lakes and nets for sub-
mersion into the waters made their appearance. More moder-
ate temperatures in coastal areas and river valleys accounted
for dense stands of timber, which furnished wood for fuel,

shelters, tools, canoes, and utensils. (Cressman, 1977)

In the area we know as the Pacific Northwest, early-day

white men were impressed with the numbers of artifacts

that were found in sites of villages that had been abandoned.
One very rich source for relics was along the great Columbia
River and on its islands, many of which had been used for
burial grounds for their dead. Little scientific research

or excavating was done, however, prior to the late 1920s.

It had taken a éentury for white man to perceive the worth

of studying this culture which was fast becoming extinct.

(David Cole, Interview)

While many areas in and along the Columbia River were rich

in artifacts, the region of the Long Marrows and Celilo
Falls, just east of The Dalles, produced a particularly
abundance of objects. Here they were highly diversified,
indicating that many different tribes had converged there,
integrating their various cultures. It has been authen-
ticated from early-day journals of explorers, from infor-
mation passed down through succeeding generations of Indians,
and from the extent and varied characteristics of the ob-
jects recovered, that this place had been for a long period

of time an important trading post on the North American
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continent. Cressman and Cole, who actively participated in
the archaeology undertaken there, have commented on the diver-
sity and various origins of the objects that were recovered.

A detailed inventory is included in Cressman's Cultural

Sequences of The Dalles, Oregon (1960). Lewis and Clark

noted in their Journals (1804) that the first wooden build-
ings they encountered in Indian villages were in The Dalles

area.

Archaeological Overview

In 1929, the University of Oregon contracted for a new pro-
fessor, Dr. Luther S. Cressmap. He came with a doctorate in
Sociology from Columbia University and had collateral studies
in Anthropology, having worked under the famed anthropolo-

gist, Dr. Franz Boas (1858-1942).

Cressman began training himself as an archaeologist, subse-

guently founding the Museum of Natural History at University
of Oregon. He remained at the university for more than four
decades, long after his official retirement in 1961. In

1977, at age 77, he completed Prehistory of the Far West,

published in that year by the University of Utah Press.

In this book, he relates the work he did on his expeditions
with students to Fort Rock on the desert southwest of Bend
and in the Klamath marshes. These expeditions, and others,
began in 1938 and continued until 1951. He then began re-

search along the Oregor coast, attempting to prove a theory,
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in which he was successful, that the earliest peoples from
Asia had not followed the coast line of North America in
their migrations, but had moved inland, ultimately arriving

at the coast by rivers and streams. .

During the period of his research, he work was interrupted
so that he could move to The Dalles area in advance of con-
struction of The Dalles Dam, in order to recover, classify,
and preserve as many artifacts as possible along the river's
banks before all traces of ancient cultures would be inun-

dated and lost forever.

This work was done in collaboration with David L. Cole,
Wilbur A. Davis, and Daniel J. Scheans, of the University

of Oregon, and Thomas M. Newman of Portland State uUniversity.
Cole is presently Curator of the Museum of Natural History
at the University of Oregon. Their work at The Dalles is

documented in Cultural 3Segquences at The Dalles, Oregon

(1960).

It was established by Cressman that the earliest occupation
of the site, through a composite from a sample of charcoal
was 9,785+220 B.P. Cressman suggested that the earliest
occupation started not less than 11,000 or more years ago
and continued until the advent of white man in the early
nineteenth century, when the latter's diseases severely

reduced the Indian populations.

Salmon was the primary subsistence food, although sturgeon
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were also plentiful and taken in large quantities, for the
tribespeople who occupied both sides of the river and for
those who came from other areas during the spring and fall

runs to catch and dry the fish for year-round use.

The Sunday Oregonian of April 3, 1932, reported in an article
entitled "Hi-Yu Indian Village Sought at Celilo falls," by
S. Gertsman:

"Today, from the more than 20 tribes of this

vast territory who gathered yearly at Celilo

Falls for their fishing, less than half a

dozen tribes come here regularly now. These

are the Umatillas, the Yakimas, Nez Perce,

and Warm 3prings.

"At Celilo there is yet living an old Indian

who remembers the time when 'hi-yu' (many)

Indians came to Celilo Falls for their winter

supply of salmon. Then it was 'hi-yu potlatch,

hi-yu mar-kook and hi-yu it-lo-kum.' (Much

feasting, much barter and much gambling.)"
In prehistoric days, Chinook-speaking tribes who lived along
the river converged here, in addition to Indians from the
coast, Shoshones and Bannocks from Idaho, Payutes from
eastern Oregon and southern Idaho, Blackfoot from Montana,
Colvilles from Washington, and Klamath and Modoc Indians

from southern Oregon and northern California. (Schumacher,

1557).

In the 1547-1954 report, The Indian Fishery at Celilo Falls

and Vicinity, Columbia River, prepared by The fish and

Wildlife Service, Portland, the following information is
given on the tribal fishing patterns just prior to construc-

tion of The Dalles Dam:



31

"The principal remaining Indian fishing area on

the Columbia River below the mouth of the Snake

River is found in the vicinity of Celilo Falls.

In 1952 the Yakima Indians comprised about 42

percent, Umatilla Indians 10 percent, wWarm Springs

Indians 9 percent, and Nez Perce Indians 5 percent

of the total number of Indians fishing there. The

tribal affiliations of the remaining 34 percent of

the fishermen were not obtained.

"Few of the Indians who fish at Celilo Falls and.

vicinity at the present time live there. During

the fishing season most of them move from their

permanent residences to the fishing area where

they set up camp, the largest numbers occurring

at the fishing grounds during the early fall when

the fish are usually most abundant."
In pre-historic days, the fish diet of the Indians who lived
in the Middle Columbia was augmented by hunting for small
game animals and the abundant waterfowl who rested there
during their migrations. In late summer and early fall,
the Indians moved enmasse to the slopes of Mount Adams in
Washington where acres of huckleberries added to their year-
round diet, as these, too, were dried. Undoubtedly, they

may also have been preserved in candlefish o0il, traded

upriver by the Coast Indians. (Elmer Buehler, Interview)

According to Cressman's report, the early stages of the
layers of midden showed a lack of salmon bones which could
be accounted for on natural grounds. At the end of the
Pleistocene era, all of the interior of British Columbia

was covered with ice. As the glaciers retreated, the
Columbia carried vast amounts of gravel and silt. The river
reached its final level as the result of reduction of water

supply with the melting of the glaciers and the down-cutting
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of its channel. Archaeologist Thomas Newman of Portland
State University postulated that at the early stages the
water, following the Ice Age, would have been too cold for
salmon to survive, and the rivgr was filled with silt which
they would not have tolerated. They would have bypassed
the mouths of the rivers at the ocean until the warming
climate had begun with consequent increasing of water tem-

peratures (Cressman, 1960).

Salmon bones appeared very suddenly in the midden layers
and in great quantities. Both Cressman's crew from the
University of Oregon and David Cole's crew, who had been
engaged by The Wasco County-Dalles City Museum of Natural
History and the National Park Service, removed over 125,000
salmon bones from each of the two sites which were in the

same area.

In summary, Cressman believed (excepting for the lack of
salmon in the very early stages of man's occupation) that
the river and the salmon were combined factors that allowed
such a long, uninterrupted occupation of a particular site

by prehistoric man.

Cressman also stated that the most significant changes in

the river since first occupied by man included 1) the coming
of the salmon into the river, 2) the lowering of the water,
and 3) the extinction of certain large birds. (Cressman 1960).

In their Journals of 1804, Lewis and Clark reported sighting
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condors. The extinction of some species of birds was due,
no doubt, to the Indians' mastery of the art of using bolas,
with which it would not have been difficult to kill several

birds with one throw.

Other than these factors, the area-had remained constant
ecologically. It had provided ample food, abundant water,
sufficient wood for shelter and fuel, unlimited stone for
tools, utensils, and interpretive art objects; hides for
clothing, bedding, and tepees; feathers for bedding and
ornament, grasses for baskets and weaving cloth, vegetable
matter for dyes, water transportation, plus a favorable

climate.

The hypothesis has been made, although this does not appear

valid according to Newman in Cultural Seguences at The

Dalles, Oregon, that salmon had always been in the river
but that the Indians in their early occupation lacked the
technology and equipment to take them. When bones did
appear in the stratum, they did so in such large numbers
that it would appear the natives had quickly adapted their
expertise to producing nets, clubs, and other gear to

enable them to catch salmon in unbelievable quantities,
although not wasted. They continually improved both their
skills and equipment. Cressman stated salmon bones appeared
in The Dalles excavations at about the same period that they
appeared in the Klamath River and Klamath Lakes, which

would indicate that the effect of the climate and water
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temperatures was, therefore, the controlling factor in sal-

mon entering the rivers from the ocean.

While undoubtedly it was the abundance of salmon in the
Columbia River at the Long Narrows and Celilo Falls that
attracted other tribes to converge and camp there, the arti-
facts that were salvaged proved conclusively that this was

a busy trading center, as objects from the Great Plains to

Puget Sound were found in the midden (Interview, David Cole).

The greatest number of artifacts were made of stome and have
been identif}ed as being made at areas up and down the river.
From the shape and form of vessels and from the objects por-
trayed in their sculpting, an expert can easily identify

from which area along the river an object originated. This

is discussed and illustrated profusely in Emory Strong's

Stone Age on the Columbia River (1959).

It was a busy and colorful trading center. The populations
that were constant have been variously recorded, but probably
a few hundred resided there all year. They would be gone

for long periods of time on hunting and gathering expedi-
tions so that when Lewis and Clark first sighted the village
at Celilo Falls, it was deserted. David Cole stated that
during the trading season as many as a thousand or more

people could be in residence there.

Cole stated there was evidence that coastal Indians had

come up-river bringing shells, wooden utensils, and tools,
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and light-weight, water-tight canoes. When the white explorers
arrived at the coast in ships, they traded beads, copper, nails,
and tools for furs. The coastal Indians brought these items,
too, for trading. It has .been noted in literature (although
this cannot be documented) that the tiodoc Indians came from
northern California with slaves they had captures from tribes

to the east, and these slaves were also traded.

Attempts to Salvage the Columbia's Cultural Resources

The first salvage program in the Columbia River was conducted
in 1934 under the direction of W. H. Krieger of the Smith-
sonian Institution during the building of Bonneville Dam.
Many private collectors, especially members of the Uregon
Archaeological Society, worked both sides of the river at

that time collecting objects.

A good many of these collections are still intact, and the
owners are concerned that there is no appropriate place to
show them along the Middle Columbia River. This thought

was expressed by Emory Strong (Interview), author of Stone

on the Columbia, who lives on the banks of the river at

i

Skamania, Washington. Another collector, Elmer Buehler

of Portland, who was Chief Public Relations Officer for
Bonneville Power Administration, expressed the same thought.
He and his brother, Frank, of Beaverton, began their collec-
tions as small boys when their father would take the family
on Sunday outings to the river. Both Elmer and Frank have

extensive collections of several hundred items. Elmer
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concurred with Strong in wanting the artifacts displayed in
an an-site museum. He said there were many private collec-
tions whose owners have indicated they would be glad to
place them in an appropriate museum on a loan basis. Mrs.
Gladys Seufert of The Dalles also_stated she is aware of
excellent private collections in that area whose oOwners
might consider loaning them from time to time. Photographs
of objects in Elmer Buehler's collection are shown in the
Addenda and are indicative of artifacts that could be ob-

tained on loan if a museum oOr cultural center is established.

The River Basin Surveys Program was developed after World
War II in connection with the extensive dam building pro-
gram of the federal government in river basins throughout
the United States. when the Grand Coulee Dam was built

in 1941, no salvage program existed. The University of
Oregon sent some graduate students to work as volunteers
and save what they could. Some financial support was given
by the bastern Oregon Historical Society. Eventually, the
University of Washington and Washington State College

(now wWashington State University) joined the program, and

a National Youth Administration was set up. With the devel-
opment of the River Basin Surveys Program, an office and
laboratory were established on the University of Oregon
campus. The Columbia River Basin was intensively surveyed,

and excavations Wwere carried out at various dam sites,

particularly at McNary Dam, east of Umatilla, Oregon.
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When the construction of The Dalles Dam was in the planning
stages, the National Park 3Service, who was no responsible
for salvage work in this part of the country, according to
Cressman, entered into contracts with the University of
Oregon and the University of Washington. This work was done
during the years of 1952-56. The work done by Cressman in
1955 was financed by the WNational Science fFoundation, as
part of a grant made to him to determine if the populations
had moved down the coast from the Bering Straits and then
inland, or if they had migrated inland in the far north and
then moved south, subsequently following the rivers to the
ocean. C(ressman did establish through these studies that
their pattern of migration was inland at first, and later

thg moved to the coast via the rivers (Cressman 1977).

The National Park Service, in conjunction with The Wasco
County-Dalles City Historical Society, had established an
archaeological site near The Dalles under the supervision

of David Cole from the University of Oregon, who worked with

Cressman and his crew in comparing their findings.

At about the same time, the University of California at
Berkeley was excavating near the mouth of the Deschutes
River where it empties into the Columbia just a short

distance east of Celilo falls.

All of the universities cited here, in addition to the
University of Washington and Washington State University,

who also had crews along the Washington side of the river,



have literature in their libraries which documents the

archaeclogical diggings and findings of each university.

38
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CHAPTER 1Iv,

WATER RESUURCE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPACT UN THE CULTURAL
RESOURCES IWN THE CULUMBIA RIVER BASIN

The dams on the Columbia River and its tributaries provide
the largest hydroelectric development in the world. There
are 30 dams in the Federal Columbia River Power System that
exist or are under construction and 25 major non-federal
installations in the Pacific Northwest. Some of the dams
have been in place for more than half a century, but,
according to literature provided to the public by the U. §.
Department of Energy, Bonneville Power Administration,
'

"all are designed to tame and hold a river and put its

energy to work for man." (Multipurpose Dams of the

Pacific Northwest (1978).

The dams and their locations are as follows:
Bonneville Columbia River Uregon/Washington
The Dalles " " " "

John Day " " " "
McNary
Priest Rapids " " Washington
Wanapum
Rock Island " " "
Rocky Reach
Wells (Doug.Co. PuD) " "
Chief Joseph " " "

Grand Coulee



Mica

Duncan

Libby
Boundary -
Albeni Falls
Keenleyside
Cabinet
Noxon Rapids
Kerr

Hungry Horse
Chandler
Roza
Ice Harbor

Lower Monumental
Little Goose
Lower Granite
Jworshak

Hell's Canyon
Uxbow

Brownlee

Black Canyon
Boise Diversion
Anderson Ranch
Minidoka
Palisades

Teton

Columbia River
Duncan River

Kootenai River

Pend Oreille River

" " "

Columbia River
Clark Fork

1 "

Flathead River

n 1

Yakima River

" "
Snake River
" 11

" "

No. fork,

Snake River

n "

Priest River
Boise River
Fork,

So. Boise

Snake River

" "

Teton River

Clearwater

River

43
British Columbia
" "
Montana
Washington
Idaho
British Columbia

Montana

Idaho/Oregon

Idaho

1



41
Pelton Deschutes River Uregon

Round Butte " " "

Big Cliff North Santiam River "
Detroit " " " "
Foster South " e "
Green Peter Middle " " "
Cougar South fFork, #cKenzie R, "
Dexter Middle Fork, "

Willamette River :
Lookout Point Willamette River "
Hills Creek Middle Fork,

Willamette River "
Merwin Lewis River wWwashington
Yale " " "

Swift No. 1 " " "

Mayfield Cowlitz River "
Gorge Skagit River "
Diablo " " "
Ross " " "
Lost Creek Rogue River Oregon

This thesis is concerned with the effects of dams on cul-
tural resources. Its theme and core deal with responsibili-
ties of agencies who construct dams and the necessity for
preservation and interpretation of ancient cultures near
those sites where Indians dwelled which have been inundated

by construction of those dams. ’

The foregoing list provides a vivid picture of the vast
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changes that have occurred in the topography of the
Pacific Northwest Region since the Indians roamed free
here, especially in the last half-century when the
majority of dams have been built. Bonneville, the first
dam built in the area by the Corps of Engineers, opened
in 1938. The only dams that precéded Bonnevilile were
Minidoka, 1909, and Boise Diversion, 1912, both built
by the Bureau of Reclamation; Merwin, 1931, built by
Pacific Power & Light Company, and Gorge, 1924, built
by the City of Seattle. The most recent dam to be
opened is Lost Creek on the Rogue River, which was

inaugurated in 1977.

The Dalles Dam

The Dalles Locks and Dam comprise one of the above
listed dams built by the Corps of Engineers on the
Columbia River to provide power, navigation, irrigation,
and recreation. It is located 192.5 miles (309.7 km.)
from the mouth of the Columbia River. Construction
began in 1952 and was completed and the dam dedicated

in 1960 at a total cost of $317,900,000. It is part

of an overall system of navigable slack water lakes,
beginning at Bonneville Dam to the west and reaching
340 miles (547.1 km.) to the east past Richland,
Kennewick, and Pasco, Washington. The turbine-generator
unit at The Dalles Dam transforms the energy of falling

water to electrical energy. Water coming from upstream
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is channeled through gigantic flow intake tubes, exerting
tremendous force as it hits the blades of the turbine,
making them spin in a propellor-like fashion. The tur-
bine's action spins coils of wire inside the large gener-
ator mounted above it. Together the turbine and the
generator convert the mechanical energy of the falling
water into electrical energy, a principal that was dis-

covered by Michael Faraday in 1831.

The water which has been used to create electrical energy
is exactly the same, according to officials, after it
flows out of the powerhouse into the lower lake. Nothing

has been removed, they say, and no nitrogen has been added.

Guided tours via a small train begin at The Dalles Lock
and Dam. Care and campers may be parked at a visitors'
center to view the fishladders and the workings of a
large dam. The parking lot is at the site of the old
Seufert Cannery, used for a time as a museum for pre-
historic and historic artifacts, and called the Winquat
Museum. It was torn down by the Corps of Engineers, and
all artifacts were put into storage by the historical

society until a new museum would be built.

Nearby to the parking area and accessible from the small
train is a picnic area with tables and restrooms. Some
graphics and informative displays on the dam and history

of the area are inside of the power building and in a
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special area in the restroom facility. There is a minimal
amount of information on the early Indian culture at this

site.

Celilo Park, a small area along the river at the site of
the famed Celilo Falls and ancient trading center, has
launching facilities, a picnic ground, and restroomé. A
plaque mounted on a rock elmost obscured by shrubbery

in front of the ladies' restroom cites the prehistoric
significance of this place. Across the highway are a
half-dozen shacks where the remaining Indians of the
Celilo group of the Chinooks live. The entire area has
the appearance of desolation and neglect. This site had
been proposed by some people as being the proper setting
for the establishment of a native American museum. It
could be made into an attractive, meaningful facility.
When I questioned David Larson, Project Engineer for The
Dalles Dam about this, he replied that it would be in-
advisable to construct anything furthere there as it had
been the victim of considerable vandalism, "by the Indians
who live across the highway," he said. He emphasized that
should a museum be built there, it would require steel
fencing and personnel on duty at all hours. The park's

location is isclated from any community.

In summary, the fifty-three dams built in the Pacific
Northwest have gbliterated much of the native American

culture which existed here, but there are sufficient
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artifacts still available to enable educational facilities
for the public to have adequate and informative native

American material.

The Yakima Indian Nation of Toppenish, Washington, have
produced a documentary film which is entitled The Price We

Paid. Their introductory statement is as follows:

"The story of Grand Coulee Dam as an engineering
wonder of the world, and the source of water and
electric power which opened the northwest to de-
velopment, is a well-known story, indeed. The
documentary, The Price We Paid, tells a very dif-
ferent story about Grand Coulee Dam, a story
little known beyond the boundaries of the Colville
Indian Reservation, a story of the ruthless viola-
tion and destruction of the Colville way of life.

"Ignoring the pleas of the Colvilles, and using
their river bottom land without compensation, the
federal government built Grand Coulee Dam across
the free-flowing Columbia River. For 200 miles
upstream from the dam stretched the heartland, the
ancestral home of the Colvilles. As Lake Roosevelt
built up behind the dam, the beautiful river val-
ley, which was the center of the economic, cul-
tural, and religious life of the Colville people,
was flooded out and disappeared under the water--
farms, homes, towns, everything. They built no
fish ladders in Grand Coulee Dam. The salmon
migrations, the mainstay of life for the Colvilles,
were destroyed forever.

"What was for the federal government a brilliant
stride in 'development' was for the Colvilles a
disaster."

-Yakima Indian Nation
P. 0. Box 151
Toppenish, WA 98948
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CHAPTER V.

EFFORTS TO PRESERVE CULTURAL RESOURCES AT THE DALLES

Local Interests

When an announcement was made by the federal government that
a dam was to be constructed at The Dalles, the efforts of
local citizens and many organizations in both The Dalles and
Wasco County was overwhelming. At that time, the city and
county museum commission were operating a museum housed in
the old Seufert Cannery, which was on property that would

be occupied by the Corps of Engineers when construction of
the dam would begin. This facility had been named the
Winquat Museum when the artifacts it contained had been

moved from the Surgeon's {Quarters at fort Dalles.

To many people who lived in the area and had taken their
environmenf for granted, it was a shock to them to realize
that the rugged, unconquerable gorge, which was so a part
of their lives, would soon become a placid lake instead of
turbulent falls and a steep-sided gorge through which the
river flowed. The Columbia Gorge had always represented to
these people a place where native Americans had gathered
for centuries in an environment of grand and compelling
rugéedness, completely unchanged over the centuries. Now
it would undergo a change so drastic that the whole charac-
ter of this place would be altered through the advanced

technology of man and his demands for increased power.

The zealous determination and dedication of the local people
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towards salvaging what could be preserved before the change
took place has been verified by professional and amateur
archaeologists, members of the local historical society,
members of the Oregon Archaeological Society; Thomas Vaughan,
director of the Oregon Historical Society, and from countless

articles in newspapers of the decade of 1950-60.

The approximately forty petroglyphs first referred to in this
paper were located alongside a8 building in The Dalles Dam
complex. Photographs taken on site are included in the
Addenda. While people in The Dalles area generally were
aware of their location, most knowledgeable persons gquestioned
in Portland were unaware of their disposition after removal
from the river banks. When concern was expressed to David
Cole, Curator of the Museum of Natural History at the Uni-
versity of Oregon, he commented, "They probably are as safe
there as anywhere else." While this is no doubt true, the
fact is that they are of no use to anyone in their present
location. There is also concern by some experts that the
strong winds in the gorge are eroding their surfaces, and

an inspection of these petroglyphs, as evidenced by the

photographs, revealed that some are broken.

Originally, the artifacts of The Wasco County-Dalles City
(the original name for The Dalles) Museum were displayed in
the Surgeon's Quarters at Fort Dalles, within the city limits,

which is a designated historic site.

During the early 1950s, the Chamber of Commerce of The Dalles,
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through its long-time and enthusiastic director, w. S. Nelson,
engaged David Cole, a graduate student at the University of
Oregon studying under Dr. Luther S. Cressman, to do some re-
search in The Dalles area. Cole stayed about two months,
writing his master's thesis on his research there, which is

available in the University of Oregon library.

With the direction and approval of both the city and county,
Cole re-wrote the museum's bylaws and set up a budget. He
felt, as did others, that the Surgeon's Quarters was an in-
adequate and inappropriate place to display Indian artifacts.
During this period, the.old Seufert Cannery, which had oper-
ated for many years along the river at the present site of
the parking area of The Dalles Dam, was closed. The Seufert
family offered the use of the building for a museum, and the
offer was accepted. The artifacts were moved, and the facil-
ity became known as the Winquat Museum. This was considered
to be a temporary facility until such time as an adequate
structure could be built to house a museum of both historic

and prehistoric artifacts and records.

Federal and State Involvement

A petition was prepared by the Wasco County-Dalles City

Museum Commission entitled, Reguest for Establishment of a

Museum of Natural History and for Recovery and Preservation

of Petroglyphs, (Addenda), which was submitted by them on

February 10, 1956, to Senators Mcrse, Neuberger, Magnuson,

and Jackson, and Representatives Coon and Holmes, and to
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the National Park Service and the Corps of Engineers, U.S.

Army.

The response from the National Park Service was a study en-

titled, Study of Proposed Museum for The wasco County-Dalles

City Museum of Natural History, prepared by archaeologist

Paul J. F. Schumacher, Region four, National Park Service

(Addenda).

It would appear that some people in The Ualles area believed
these documents constituted an agreement by the National Park
Service to provide such a museum. There seems to be no evi-
dence that this was the case. It would seem more likely

that the intention was that the Congressmen would use their
authority to obtain funding for purchase of a site and con-
struction of a museum building, which would then be operated
by The Wasco County-Dalles City Museum of Natural History.
The latter had sufficient artifacts to install a creditable
museum and had been designated by the Smithsonian Institution
as an accredited repository for artifacts of prehistoric and

historic significance, the national trust.

According to David Cole who was conversant with the entire
proceedings, the funding never materialized nor did further
plans for a museum. The National Park Service did provide
funds, however, for removal of the petroglyphs and for ex-
cavation of archaeological sites by both the University of

Oregon and the Universi%y of Washington. Cole commented
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that the death of W. S. Nelson, the Chamber of Commerce pres-
ident, who had expended time, energy, and enthusiasm for the
project, may have been a factor in the decline of interest
by local citizens for the cause. At this time, Cole was
called on an assignment in the Far East by the federal govern-
ment. Nelson had maintained excellent rapport with angress-
men from both Oregon and Washington although, according to
some local citizens in The Dalles, his enthusiasm often re-
sulted in his promising more than he could deliver. However,
it is difficult to assess what actually happened more than
two decades ago. People's memories and newspaper accounts

are not always accurate.

The Corps of Engineers did decide to tear down the old can-
nery, and the artifacts contained therein were put into
storage by the local museum commission, where they still

remain.

David Larson, Project Engineer for The Dalles Dam, has in-
dicated that the Corps has plans to build a small facility
by their parking lot and expect to place the petroglyphs
there. Members of the museum commission appear to be in
accordance with this plan. No date, however, has been set

for such construction.

Enthusiasm in the community for establishment of such a
facility and a museum seems to have been rekindled, and it
would seem likely that cooperation from the community could

be secured in furthering these plans.
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CHAPTER VI,

FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS AND GOVERNMENT PULICIES IN REGARD TO
PRESERVATION AND DISPLAY OF NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES

Public policy has changed drastically since the early part of
this century when the first legislation took place in regard
to preservation of our prehistoric and historic sites, struc-
tures, neighborhoods, and objects. The earliest legislation
was the Antiquities Act of 1906. It imposed penalties for
appropriation or destruction of prehistoric or historic ruins,
monuments, objects, or sites owned or controlled by the U.S.

Government.

The law gave the President of the United States the authority
to‘set aside by proclamation historic landmarks, historic

and prehistoric structures, and objects of historic and
scientific interest. It imposed regulations, in the form of
obtaining permits, for excavations of archaeological sites
and for gathering objects of antiquity upon those federal
lands. Permits were granted only providing the examinations,
excavations, or gatherings were undertaken for the benefit

of reputable museums, universities, or other recognized

scientific or educational institutions.

While the law was binding in its context, it was difficult
to enforce because of the immensity of some of the federally

owned lands and the lack of law enforcement personnel.

The Historic Sites Act of 1935 provided for the setting

aside of certain lands deemed appropriate for such
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designation, and they would then come under the jurisdiction
of the National Park Service. While the latter may be best
known for its national parks, which are natural areas, the
National Park System contains more than twice as many his-
toric areas as natural ones. They range from prehistoric
Indian civilizations to sites related to the lives of modern
Americans. These areas are customarily preserved or restored
to reflect their appearance during the period of their ultim-
ate historical significance. This is exemplified in such
facilities as fFort Vancouver in Washington and Fort Clatsop

near Astoria, Orggon.

In 1960, the Reservoir Salvage Act came into law, just a few
years after the opening of The Dalles Dam, an event which may
very well have brought this legislation into effect. Its
purpose was to increase the scope of the 1935 legislation by
specifically providing

"for the preservation of historical and archaeo-
logical data (including relics and specimens)
which might otherwise be irreparably lost or
destroyed as the result of flooding, the build-
ing of access roads, the erection of workmen's
communities, the relocation of railroads and
highways, and other alterations of the terrain
caused by the construction of a dam by any agency
of the United States, or by any private person or
corporation holding a license issued by any such
agency."

Any land or waterways that fall into the above category must
be inventoried. The agency or its subsidiary must first ad-
vise the Secretary of the Interior regarding its proposal

to utilize a site for the construction of a dam and give
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the size and description of the approximate area to be
flooded. The Secretary then orders a survey, and an inven-

tory of pertinent objects and structures is detailed.

In the last almost two decades, other legislation dealing
with preservation of prior cultures has been passed. Some

of these serve to reenforce existing laws by demanding
closer scrutiny of areas for evidence of older cultures

and habitation, with reports being made to the Secretary of
the Interior or to the Naticnal Historic Preservation Office,
or the various state preservation offices, with inventories

being required.

One often cited law, known as NEPA, Public Law 91-190, the
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, which became law
on January 1, 1970, deals primarily with the preservation
of the total environment for present and future generations,
but it does contain the following specifics:

"{b) In order to carry out the policy set forth

in this Act, it is the continuing responsibility

of the fFederal Government to use all practicable
means, consistent with other essential considera-
tions of national policy, to improve and coordinate
fFederal plans, functions, programs, and resources
to the end that the Nation may-

(1) fulfill the responsibilities of each genera-
tion as trustee of the environment for suc-
ceeding generations;

(4) preserve important historic, cultural, and
natural aspects of our national heritage,
and maintain, wherever possible, an environ-
ment which supports diverzity and variety of
individual choice; N
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Our prehistoric and historic objects, structures, and sites
are recognized by the United States Government as non-
renewable resources, and under the provisions of the fore-
going Act, all prehistoric evidence in the forms of objects,
structures, or sites should be preserved and maintained in
order to "fulfill the responsibilities of each generation

as trustee of the environment for succeeding generations."

Enforceable federal laws dealing both with the environment

and preservation of prior cultures in our land are the fol-

lowing:
Antiquities Act ‘ 1906
Historic Sites Act 1935
Reservoir Salvage Act 1960
National Historic Preservation Act 1966
National Environmental Policy Act 1969
Executive Order #11593 1971
Secretary's Memorandum #1760 1972

Archaeological and Historical
Preservation Act 1974

The petroglyphs at The Dalles which are on federal property
have been ignored. They were removed, it is true, from
their original site on the banks of the river. At the same
time, approximately 400 petroglyphs were submerged by water
from the dam. The Antiquities Law of 1906, the only law

.

pertinent to prehistoric or historic objects which was in

effect prior to construction of The Dalles Dam, clearly
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states:
"...Provided, That the examinations, excavations,
and gatherings are undertaken for the benefit of
reputable museums, universities, colleges, or
other recognized scientific or educational insti-
tutions, with a view to increasing the knowledge

of such objects, and that the gatherings shall be
made for permanent preservation in public museums."

It is obvious that at the time The Dalles Dam was built the
Antiquities Law of 1906 was not considered by the Corps of
Engineers or any other agency of the federal government.

Nor did the National Park Service adhere to these provisions
or their responsibilities when they furnished funding for
the removal of some petroglyphs from the face of the cliffs
and left them in limbo. What was the purpose of this expen-
diture of funds if they did not determine and oversee that
the petroglyphs were used "for the benefit of reputable
museums, universities, colleges, or other recognized scien-
tific or educational institutions, with a view to increasing
the knowledge of such objects...... "? It would appear that
the responsibility was theirs as much as it was the respon-
sibility of the Corps of Engineers, and direction should
have been made under the supervision of the Secretary of

the Interior.

It appeared that the way to determine governmental agencies'
policies would be through interviews with key personnel in
each agency, such as supervisors, archaeclogists, environ-
mental specialists, and officials in local state historic

preservation offices. 0Only by personal contact with such
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People who are involved with archaeclogical and historic
preservation and presentation to the public would it be
possible to determine if federal and state laws are being
adhered to and eﬁforced within egch agency. The inter-
views which follow were conducted on an informal basis and
must be so documented in order to preserve their authen-

ticity and accuracy.

Mr. David H. Larson,

Project Engineer

The Dalles and John Day Dams

P. 0. Box 564

The Dalles, OR 97058 September, 1978

I met with Mr. Larson in his office at The Dalles Dam. He
was courteous, attentive, and cooperative. He was asked
what his plans were for displaying the petroglyphs that
were stored outside of one of their buildings. He said

he is a collector of Indian artifacts himself and that it
had always been his hope that a museum or cultural center
could be established in the area, using the petroglyphs
and the artifacts in storage. He would have liked to

have had such a facility installed in an area adjacent to
The Dalles Dam visitors' parking lot, from which a small
train with an interpreter aboard takes visitors on an
excursion through the dam's facilities. He explained that
he had never been able to accomplish this because

"Museums are way down at the bottom of the list with Corps'

priorities."
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The Corps' present plans are to build a small facility by
the parking lot, possibly an eight-sided, roofed shelter,
similar to those used in picnic areas as shelters, where
the petroglyphs could be installed along with panels on
which an interpretation of the prghistory and history of
the area would be inscribed. These would be similar to,
but on a smaller scale, than those in the visitors' center
at Bonneville Dam, which is in a substantial building.
As at the latter, Indians, missionaries, explorers, wheat
ranching, cattle raising, and other aspects of the area's
history would be featured equally in pictorial panels with
narrative. At Bonneville, two cases containing a half-

dozen Indian artifacts are shown.

Larson said that he could not foresee the possibility of
any funding from the Corps for any facility other than a
simple visitors' center. He feels that rather than scrap
any plan for interpretation, the smaller center should be
accepted and the petroglyphs shown there. In conversations
with townspeople, they seemed inclined towards this line of
procedure. Any alternate plan might result in the petro-
glyphs being moved out of the area altogether. The archi-
tects for a new federal building in Portland had @anted to
incorporate them in the lobby of that building. The City
of Portland has expressed a desire to have them for a con-
templated visitors' and convention center along the bank

of the Willamette River in downtown Portland. The Portland
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Art Museum would like to install them on their forecourt,
according to Dr. Gordon Gilkey, of their staff. Of the
persons interviewed, the majority felt they should be used
somewhere near,their original site, in the vicinity of the

Long Narrows and Celilo Falls.

Larson referred to the 1906 Antiquities Law, which for many
years was lax in being enforced. However, he pointed out,
that if President Carter does sign an executive order to
protect new national monuments in Alaska, this will be done
in the context of that law. (This was accomplished on
December 1, 1978.) Larson commented that most laws, both
state and federal, cannot be applied to The Dalles Dam area
because the important Indian sites and miles of petroglyphs

are flooded and lost forever.

Dr. John Fagan, Archaeologist

Environmental Resources

Corps of Engineers

319 SW Pine Street, Room 304

Portland, OR 97204 September, 1378

January, May, 1979
Dr. Fagan was most enthusiastic on the subject of preserva-
tion of native arts and cultures, and he is actively busy

in developing an Indian cultural site in MclIver Park in

Clackamas County, an Oregon State Park, which he does on a

volunteer basis. Here a group of interested persons, in-
cluding professional and amateur archeclogists, are making
reproductions of Indian tools, arrowheads, implements, and
art forms. He agreed wholeheartedly that there should be

a cultural center at The Dalles, which shculd include live
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interpretation such as they are performing at dclver Park.
Unfortunately, he said, the Corps of Engineers will '‘not bud-
get funds for such projects, at least at this time, but he
does feel that all governmental agencies are moving in the

direction of preserving and interpreting our heritage.

Fagan said there are many private collectors who have out-
standing examples of excellent stone sculptures done by pre-
historic Indians who would be willing to loan their collec-
tions if a museum or cultural center is established. He
concurred with what others had said in that people who have
collections would like to display them, and even will them,

in a recognized museum where protection is provided.

He urged me to see the visitors' center at Lost Creek Dam,
their most recent installation. I watched the construction
process of this dam and observed the vast changes in the
environment at that time. 1 had ample opportunity to get
visitors' reactions to those changes from people who used
the highway which went by the dam on their way to Crater
Lake, where I worked at the information desk.

Charles Fred Bohannon, Archaeologist

Pacific Northwest Region, National Park Service

Fourth and Pike Building

Seattle, WA 98101 Uctober, 1978

I discussed the part the National Pesrk Service had in the

removal of the petroglyphs at The Dalles. While he was

awarz of the work that had been done, he had not been in



60

the Pacific Northwest Region office at that time. He was
of the opinion that all documents relating to that project
would be available only in the Washington, D.C. office of

the National Park Service.

Bohannon was sympathetic towards a proposal to establish a
museum or cultural center in The Dalles area. He felt that
while the National Park Service would no doubt make their
expertise and services available in setting up such a facil=-
ity, he seriously doubted that any funding could be expected.
He stated there had been sharp cutbacks in funding through-
out that agency. We discussed what the National Park Ser-
vice is doing in Alaska with regard to preserving native
American cultures, and he said that primarily they were al-
lowing the natives to make a subsistence living on those

lands.

He felt that the historical society in The Dalles would be
the most logical group to undertake such a project as a
museum and strongly urged that I recommend to them that they
should seek funding from private endowment foundations.

The fact that The Wasco County-Dalles City Museum of Natural
History, which once existed and still does on paper, has
been designated by the federal government through the
Smithsonian Institution as a repository for federal arti-
facts gives them a superb advantage in applying for private

endowment funds, he felt.
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The National Park Service, Bohannon stated, must now comply
with Public Law 90-190, NEPA, of 1969, which includes com-
plying with the specificaction that requires environmental
inpact statements, which requires inventories being made of
all native artifacts and sites on public lands. But, as he
pointed out, because the sites at The Dalles were ingndated,
any interpretation must be done primarily through collec-
tions of artifacts which represent the lifestyles of those

prehistoric cultures.

Bohannon was very supportive and offered his personal assis-
tance if the plan progresses.

Dr. Leslie Wildesen,

Regional Archaeologist

USDA-Forest Service

Pacific Northwest Region

319 SW Pine Street

Portland, OR 97204 November, 1978

Dr. Wildesen discussed at length the role of archaeology

in relation to her agency and presented me with a 222-page

manual she had prepared for publication in May, 1977. It

is entitled Cultural Resource Management: A Guidebook of

Procedures and Technigues for Managing Historical and

Archaeological Resources, and includes extensive bibliog-

raphies on various subjects.

Up to the present, she stated, most of their work in the
field had been confined to identification of archaeological
sites and had not been in the area of interpretation.

The only interpretive center in their region is Lavaland,
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on U.S5. 97 just south of send, in the Deschutes National
Forest, which has been in existence for just a few years.
A handsome stone structure with native plantings, it lies
at the foot of Lava Butte where a lookout provides an oppor-
tunity for visitors to view the vast terrain of lava-covered

land.

A section in Wildesen's manual on "Criteria Considerations"
describes various types of property that could be eligible
for the National Register. None of these specifications
apply to native Americans excepting "A birthplace or grave
of an historical figure of outstanding importance..... )
which could include native American figures of outstanding
importance, such as Chief Joseph's grave near Enterprise,

Oregon.

Wildesen said that the Forest Service are increasing addi-
tions to their staff of archaeologists. In 1970, there
were two archaeologists within the United States. By 1978,
they had 75 archaeologists. In the Pacific Northwest
Region, which consists of nineteen forests, seven of them
have archaeologists. Their responsibility is to follow

the guidelines laid out in the National Historic Act of
1966. Cultural resources are integrated with other manage-
ment problems and planning. If a particular site or his=-
toric building, for example, in a national forest is threat-
ened, the supervisor of that forest has the right to make

a decision as to what plan to follow in preserving or ob=-

literating such a place.
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"There are minimal funds," Wildesen stated, "allocated for
any kind of museum type work--almost zero funds for museums--

and interpretive funding is very low."

Training sessions, however, are conducted o cultural resources
so that cultural sites can be assessed and appropriate inter-
pretive information can be learned by staff members. This

is done in connection with Oregon State University, Univer-

sity of Washington, and Washington State University.

In my own personal work experience with the National Park
Service at Crater Lake, I can say that the NPS staff worked
very closely with the staffs of the surrounding national
forests. In my visit with Wildesen, 1 felt this procedure
is part of the standards that the U.S. Forest Service follow.
"Dr. Y. T. Witherspoon

Bureau of Land Management

729 NE Oregon Street

Portland, OR 97208 November, 1978
Witherspoon is positive in his attitude towards the need
for governmental agencies cooperating with each other and
observing federal laws that nertain to preservation of
natural resources, historical areas and objects, and an-

cient cultures. He firmly believes that agencies should

combine their efforts to achieve the finest results.

Witherspoon stated that BLM are required to develop state-~

ments covering their work and contracts and must live up

to Executive Order #11593, signed by Richard Nixon, "in

order to protect the historical and cultural resources
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for the use and enjoyment of all people and for their in-
spiration and to give them a sense of roots and belonging

to the country and its environs."

According to Witherspoon, if any land is to be disturbed in
any way, a cultural resource inventory must first be pre-
pared by the agency involved. He said that BLM is develop-
ing a strong sense of awareness within its agency and that
they are required to follow this executive order. BLM and
many other agencies, he said, are bringing in environmental
specialists who are sometimes archaeologists, and "getting

funds for this purpose wherever we can get them."

The first priority for these new staff members is to get an
overview by personal examination of the areas in question
and reading pertinent literature of the area. In many in-
stances, the work involved in surveying for historic sites
is put out on contract to a university or private agency,
who establish the prehistory and history of the area. If
they need help in archaeological work, they can seek assis-
tance from the Inter-Agency Archaeological Services in San
Francisco, who may recommend archaeological specialists or
firms and also they administer grants. .This is done under

provisions of PL 93-291, known as the Moss-Bennett Bill.

By 1980, Witherspoon stated, BLM hope to have all of their
lands surveyed for historic sites of significance, which

will tell BLM what is known and recorded about the area.
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The importance of each cultural resource must be assessed,
and this information is then required to be supplied to the
State Preservation Office of that state in which the resource
lies. If the site in question is of national significance,
then BLM must consult with the National Council of Historic
Preservation in Washington and advise them what is being

done and what plans are being made to preserve the site. In
some instances, BLM plans must be changed or modified. The
number of such projects under jurisdiction of BLM have been

about 1500 a year throughout the country.

Witherspoon emphasized that many things must be taken into
consideration in establishing an historic site, including
perpetual care, storage space with adequate protection, en-

vironmental controls, and a skilled staff.

From his own experience, he recommended that if a cultural
center or museum should be established at The Dalles, it
should be taken into consideration that a museum display
should not remain in place for over six consecutive months,
or it becomes stale. Many museums are stale, he said, be-
cause of static displays. There should be a rotation of
display materials, proper cases, and adequate lighting for
showing them, and new displays should be introduced on a
regular basis. A facility such as that requires a cadre of
people with technical skills, plus a competent director.

He advised, too, that private funding should be sought.



66

Une of the most important aspects, in his opinion, is the

necessity of developing a strong local interest, imbued with
a sense of pride, and possible volunteer help and additional
local funding through special events, drives, and other means
to maintain enthusiasm for the project.

Lloyd D. Booker

Environmental Specialist

Soil Conservation Service

Room 1620, Federal Building

1220 SW Third Avenue

Portland, OR 97204 February, 1979

Mr. Booker surprised me with his fund of information and his
enthusiasm, probably being the most receptive of all persons

I talked to. He transferred to this office from the southwest,

having worked previously in Texas, New lMexico, and Colorado.
\)

Booker said that with the enactment of Public Law 91-190, NEPA,
their agency, along with all federal agencies, is required to
make public their proposals, giving due consideration to the
effects of implementation of such proposals and working in

conjunction with local agencies and projects.

SCS is made up of state offices working directly out of
washington, D.C. but headquartered in the field, there being
one field office for each state. The field representatives
include environmental specialists in addition to three or

four archaeologists who work directly out of Washington.
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Considerations in all agency guidelines are referred to as

cultural resources, and these are grouped under two headings:
1) ArcHaeological, and 2) Historical, which cover everything
"above the ground or below the ground." The major leadership
for environmental resources, he stated, is the Council to the

President on Environmental Quality.

Within the guidelines of NEPA, various federal agencies are.
allowed to implement their own pertinent guidelines. All
are published in the Federal Register. Considerations of
environmental concerns in the planning process of a project

must be made public before any decisions can be formulated.

Booker stated that prior to establishment of environmental
protection divisions within their agency, all projects were
decided on a benefit-cost ratio in the context of dollar
costs and dollar benefits. This point of view was adverse
to his standards and bothered him considerably as he feels
that all benefits cannot be measured solely in dollars.
With the enactment of NEPA, this conception is fast fading

from his agency's policies.

He referred to Section 102(2)(c) of NEPA, and also to

Title 7, Code of Federal Regulations, Ch. VI, Part 650,
Compliance with NEPA, and to Title 7, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, Part 656, which contains procedures for the protec-
tion of archaeological and historical properties encountered

in SCS-assisted programs. He also referred to PL 93-291,
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an amendment to PL 86-523 of June 27, 1960, setting forth
guidelines for protection of historic and archaeological
sites. This section applies specifically to dams and the
considerations which must be given before they are built.
He cited, too, Executive Order 11593 of May 13, 1971, Pro-

tection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment.

When SCS is in need of the services of an archaeologist,
they apply to the Inter-Agency Archaeological Services,

Federal Building, San francisco.

Booker was encouraging about the proposal to establish some
type of a museum or cultural center at The Dalles, an area
where a major dam was constructed at a most significant arch-
aealogical site prior to strict enforcement of an existing
law and prior to enactment of SUbsequént environmental pro-
tection laws. He mused on what might have occurred at

The Dalles had a proposal for the construction of the dam
there been made in 1979.

Ethel May Chase, Information

Office of Director Vincent Little

Bureau of Indian Affairs

1425 NE Irving Street

Portland, OR 97208 February, 1979
Mrs. Chase provided a 72-page Annual Report of September 30,
1977, which reflects the status of the Portland Area organi-
zation and is used as a working document and guidelines for
all BIA employees and others so that the "complexity of

activities and some of the inter-relationships that exist

within the total Portland Area responsibility" may be better
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understood. t covers the progress of each agency's respon-
sibilities in the Portland Area, which includes Oregon,
Washington, and Northern Idaho. This manual does not deal
with either environmental concerns or preservation of native

cultures.

When asked if any of the tribes were developing their own
cultural centers, she cited a unique facility being developed
by the Yakima Indian Nation. Subsequent correspondence with
Gary Young, Yakima Indian Nation, P. 0. Box 632, Toppenish,
Washington 98948, brought a sheaf of relevant material,
particularly in regard to their interpretive efforts. Infor-
mation was also forwarded from Msrgaret Hyde, Librarian and

Media Specialist at that center.

According to Mrs. Chase, the Bureau of Indian Affairs is
primarily concerned with the rights of Indians, with educa-
tion, welfare, health facilities, and similar needs, while
the Indian nations themselves are in the process of develop-

ing facilities for interpreting their native cultures.

She referred to the Makah Cultural Research Center, with
wﬁich I was familiar through telephone conversations and
correspondence with their project director, Greg Arnold.
This center is located at Neah Bay, Washington, and has

been funded by the Department of Economic Development.

Mrs. Chase offered any assistance possible in establishing

a cultural center at The Dalles.
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Ms. Sheila Stump, Archaseologist

Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
State of Washington

111 West 21st Avenue

Olympia, WA 58504 October, 1978

Jeanne M. Welch, Deputy State Historic Preservation Ufficer,
had been called out of town, and an interview was held with

her assistant, Sheila Stump.

When asked what plans the State of Washington have for pre=-
serving and displaying evidences of native American cultures,
she stated that their office is attémpting to tie in Indian
civil rights with cultural management. They do have many
problems in their state, as does Oregon on a somewhat lesser

scale, because of early fishing treaties with the Indians.

She cited their strict adherence to Senate Joint Resolution
102, of September 15, 1977, which reads as follows:

"A joint resolution relating to American Indian
religious freedom: to the Select Committee on
Indian Affairs:

(The resolution resolves)

"That henceforth it shall be the policy of the
United States to protect and preserve for the
American Indians their inherent right of freedom
to believe, express, and exercise the traditional
religions of the American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut
and Native Hawaiian, included but not limited to
access to sites, use and possession of sacred
objects, and the freedom to worship through
ceremonials and traditional rights.

"And be it further resolved, that the various
federal Executive Agencies responsible for ad-
ministering such laws are directed to evaluate
their policies and procedures in order to deter-
mine appropriate changes which may be necessary
to protect and preserve American Indian religious
cultural rights and practices."
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She stated that they are making every attempt to adhere to
this resclution, and I commented that Fred Bohannon, of
the National Park Service, had made the same comment. The
State of California, she menticned, had enacted an earlier
law in 1976 called the Native American Historical and Cul-
tural Sites Act of 1976, as the federal government's lack
of policy had permitted suffocation of religious rights of
Indians. Attitudes towards the religious rights of Indians,

she said, appear to be changing very quickly.

Upon questioning, Ms. Stump told me they had no plans for
any interpretation along the Middle Columbia, and she showed
interest in any plan that might establish such a center on
the Oregon side of the river. She told me that the govern-
ment of Canada had approached the State of Washington re-
garding the possibility of establishing an international
native American culture center for the purpose of interpre-
ting the Indian cultures that once existed along the length
of the Columbia River. This would probably include the
State of Oregon's participation as well if the plan is im-
plemented. Such a facility has been a goal of retired
Senator Nat Washington of Colville, Washington, who for
many years has been a proponent of such an educational

type of facility. So far, the plan is in a nebulous stage.

As in Oregon, all federal agencies report to the Washington
Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation in the con-

text of environmental and cultural resource preservation.
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Ms. Elisabeth Walton Potter

Historic Preservation Specialist

State Historic Preservation Uffice

525 Trade Street SE

Salem, OR 97310

The purpose of this office is to preserve and protect any
buildings, districts, sites, and objects entered in the
National Register or proposed for the National Register.
Ubjects might include such objects as historic locomotives,

vessels of significance, machinery in an historic works or

factory, and certain landmarks.

Staffing of the office includes one anthropologist,

Ms. Sandy Snyder, and one archaeologist, Dr. Lee Gielsen.

Mrs. Potter said that in the context of archaeology, some
funds might be available and matched by state funds if a
prehistoric site has some public worth and if the site could
be visited by the public during excavations to observe the
archaeclogical process. This kind of funding was instigated
in the diggings done at Fort Hoskins, in which Oregon State
University participated. Normally, she said, funds are not
available to develop cultural programs but are served for

the acquisition of properties. In checking their guidelines
during the interview, Dr. Gielsen stated there seemed to be

no provisions for funds to acquire such objects as petroglyphs.

She cited the Surgeon's Quarters at Fort Dalles as an ex-
ample of a place where funds will be provided for restora-
tion of the old kitchen, which will involve the cost of

considerable research for accuracy and cost of completion.
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Anyone who uncovers archaeological remains in the State of
Oregon, Mrs. Potter explained, is required by law to report
such findings to that office, and a further investigation
will then be carried out by their staff. If a bonafide
archaeologist encounters an Indian grave, it is required
that this be reported to their office, and the remains may
then be transferred to an Indian cemetery. Such arrange-

ments are made with the appropriate Indian Tribal Council.

The archaeologist in their office, she said, is primarily

involved in classifying archaeological sites.

Mrs. Potter was not aware of the circumstances of the petro-
glyphs at The Dalles being removed from along the river and
stored at the Corps of Engineers facility with the sanction
of the Smithsonian Institution. She did not feel that their
office could participate in any way in establishing any

type of an interpretive center in that area. However, she
highly commended the six-member Museum Commission of Wasco
County and The Dalles and said they have great expertise,
foresight, and direction, and that it was through their
efforts that funds had been obtained for the work being

done in the Surgeon's (Quarters. She particularly commented
on the personal efforts of Mrs. Gladys Seufert, who has

done a great deal of photography of both relics and old
photographs of historic significance and presented the

photographs she has made tc the Oregon Historical Society.
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Mrs. Potter feels, judging from her experience, that local
interests in The Dalles are ccmpetent to establish some
type of interpretive facility in their area and would be

able to obtain private funding for this purpose.

A list of Oregon laws pertaining -to preservation of cul-

tural resources is included on Page 75.



75
OREGON LAWS PERTAINING IO THE PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL RESOURCES

Archeology--0RS § 273.705-.742 (1942) governs removal of archeological,

historical and other valuable materials from state land.
Permits required from Division of State Lands and president
of University of Oregon. Provision made for finder's fee
for discovery of valuable materials.

ORS § 273.990 (1977) Amends ORS 8 273.705-.742 by providing
greater protection for antiquities in Oregon, classifies re-
moval of archeological, historical, prehistorical or anthro-
pological materials from state lands as a Class B misdemeanor.

ORS $ 97.740 .750 (1977) prohibits tampering with Native
‘Indian cairns and graves. It requires reinterment of discovered
Indian remains, while permitting scientific archeological study
of such sites and remains.

Archives -- ORS § 358.110-.770 (1973) governs city and county museums and
and Histori-county memorials, monuments and historical funds.
cal Commissions

Historic-- ORS $ 271.710-.750 (1974) authorizes state or any,county, city

Preserva- or park and recreation district to acquire conservation or

tion scenic easements to preserve or maintain all or part of natural
or existing state of historical or other appropriate places of
public <ignificance. Use of power. of eminent domain prohibited.

ors § 276.093-.037 (7977) The Public Buildings Cooperative Use
Act insures that the state government will invesitgate the
feasibility of adapting historic properties whenever additional
space and facilities are required. The state law, signed by
the Governor on July 21, 1977, was a first of its kind at the
state level in the country.

Protocol Agreement to Implement the Federal Public Buildings
Cooperative Use Act of 1976. In 1977, also, the Governor signed
a protocol agreement with the federal General Services Admin-
istration. It was the first agreement between the GSA and a state
government to implement the Federal Public Buildings Cooperative
Use Act of 1976. The agreement provides that the GSA will notify
the State Department of General Services and the State Historic
Preservation Office when there is any major relocation of federal
facilities in Oregon. The agreement provides that priority -
consideration will be given to the adaptation of recognized his-
toric properties.

Environ- -- ORS § 390.310-.368 (1973) establishes Willamette River Greenway

mental to protect, preserve and restore natural qualities and historic

Quality sites, structures, facilities and objects on lands along Willa-
mette River; specifies procedures for acquisition of land and
scenic easements.
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Responses of Public Leaders to Special JQuery

In an effort to determine which governmental agencies at

both federal and state levels have jurisdiction over

native American artifacts and sites, letters were addressed
to President Jimmy Carter, Secretary of the Interior

Cecil D. Andrus, and Governor Victor Atiyeh of Oregon.

Governor Atiyeh responded as follows:

"The State Historic Preservation Office of State
Parks has the power to intervene when a federally-
sponsored project threatens a site which is still
intact. But that office has no curatorial powers
or authority over the disposition of artifacts
once they have been removed from their original
site.

"It would appear that the artifacts you describe
(the petroglyphs) are under federal ownership
through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and no
state agency has authority to mandate their dis-
position."

The letter to President Carter was forwarded to the
Smithsonian Institution, who in turn forwarded it to
Secretary of the Interior Cecil D. Andrus. This brought
a response from Russell E. Dickenson, Regional Director,
Pacific Northwest Region, National Park Service, Seattle,
which said:

"In answer to your specific question, each federal
agency is responsible for the safe-guarding and
preservation of archaeological remains on the lands
under their control. In the case of the artifacts
recovered during archaeological excavation, respon-
sibility usually is transferred to the institution
contracted with to do the work. Few federal agencies
have the storage facilities or curators available

as do the universities."
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VII.
SUMMARY UF FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIGNS

The Petroglvphs

The artistry and ingenuity of the various tribes people are
exemplified by their visualization and execution of numer-
ous petroglyphs and some pictographs found in the Middle

Columbia Basin and in the quality of stone sculptures which

were abundant in the midden and along the river banks.

Findings show that the petroglyphs were executed with small,
irreqular rocks, which conformed at one end to the grip of
a hand. Rather than being pecked or chipped out of stone;
the designs were painstakingly ground out by long, contin-
ual rubbing. Because most of the lines were broad and
simple and deeply cut, the patterns have remained intact

and are clearly discernible even today.

The objects which appear on the petroglyphs come under four
categories and depict four aspects of the native culture.
They include anthropomorphic figures, forms of animals,
conventional designs, and images which are mythological.
The latter were called "water animals" by later Indians who
conversed with explorers. They beiieved they represented
guardians of the waters of the river, which was their main
source of food, primarily salmon; Animals depicted were

species that lived along the river or were observed on

hunting and gathering expeditions, or were from long
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distances away and were familiar tc some of the tribes
who convened periodically at Celilo Falls. Strong &
Schenck (1925) compared some of the petroglyphs from

The Dalles area to ones found in the Great Basin as most
resembling each other in their highly naturalistic and

animated style.

It is concluded from the foregoing that the petroglyphs
which were recovered from the river banks, and which have
remained in obscurity on property of the Corps of Engineers
at The Dalles Dam, are worthy of preservation and proper
display as examples of native American art and for examina-
tion and further deciphering in order to learn more about
the culture of the peoples who inhabited the Middle Columbia

Basin prior to occupation by white man.

The Trading Center

Findings reveal conclusively that The Dalles-Celilo Falls
area was the scene of a busy and important trade center.

From the wide variety of artifacts that were found along

the river and in archaeological excavations, it has been

determined that the peoples who gathered here and inter-

mingled with the resident natives had traveled long dis-

tances, coming by land or by river from north, south,

east, and west.

Archaeologists have determined that the site had continuous
occupation for a long period of time, dating from 11,000 B.P.
until the coming of white man in the early nineteenth cen-

tury (Cressman, 1960).
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Effect of Development of YWater Resources

The study shows conclusive evidence that <*he development of
water resources through construction of 53 dams in the area
of the Pacific Northwest in the last 70 years has signifi-
cantly changed the terrain and cha;acter of the region from
a8 pristine environment to one that forcefully shows the
impact of white man's civilization. This change is revealed
by the development of artificial lakes, shifting of water
courses, construction of dam facilities in and along the
rivers, clearing of timber and vegetation along the water-
ways of the Columbia, its tributaries, and many other rivers,

to accommodate the developments that have occurred.

The introduction of recreational water use and vast in-
creases in commercial river use, requiring construction of
numerous docks and moorages, has superimposed a man-made
environment over the natural environment of which the native
American Indians were an integral part. For the latter to
live as they once lived is no longer possible.

Preservation Efforts of The Dalles-
Wasco County Natural History Association

The study reveals that local people in The Dalles and Wasco
County area, through The Dalles-Wasco County Natural History
Association, engaged the services of David Cole, archaeologist,
now Curator of the Museum of Natural History at the Univer-
sity of Uregon, and did obtain funding for excavations made

under Cole's supervision and for the removal of a quantity
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of petroglyphs from the banks of the Columbia River through

the cooperation and funding of the National Park Service.
They also appealed to four United States Senators and two
Representatives from Oregon and Washington to assist them

in obtaining funds for the establishment of a facility at
The Dalles for display of the petroglyphs and artifacts
which were salvaged, but they were unsuccessful in obtaining

funding.

The result of their inability to secure financing for

their purpose of displaying real evidences of a native
American culture to scientists, students, and the general
public is reflected in the circumstances of the petroglyphs
and artifacts remaining in isolation from the public's use

for over twenty years.

The Dalles-Wasco County Museum Commission, presently con-
sisting of six members, has contemplated the establishment
of a museum in or near The Dalles, and have indicated that
there are several pieces of land available and appropriate
for such an establishment. The artifacts that are now in
storage would be installed in this facility, and they would

consider having private collections shown on a loan basis.

No firm plans have been made at this time nor have necessary
funds been secured. However, they have been successful in
securing federal funding for an authentic rehabilitation of
the old kitchen at the Surgeon's Quarters at Fort Dalles,
and they have moved an historic, one-room, country school-

house to that site at Fort Dalles.
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State and Federal lLaws

The State of Jregon has no regulations or guidelines for
preservation of native American artifacts that have been
removed from their original sites. This has been confirmed

in a letter of June 6, 1979, from. Governor Victor Atiyeh.

The provisions of the 1906 Antiquities Act of the federal
government would have protected and assured a proper dis-
play of artifacts removed prior to construction of The
Dalles Dam had this law been enforced at that time, but the
provision of that law which would have protected these
valuable antiquities was disregarded. To re-emphasize the
specifications of this Act, it reads as follows:

"...the examinations, excavations, and gatherings

are undertaken for the benefit of reputable museums,

universities, colleges, or other recognized scien-

tific or educational institutions, with a view to

increasing the knowledge of such objects, and that

the gathering shall be made for permanent preserva-
tion in public museums."

Subsequent federal laws which apply to prehistoric and his-
toric objects, while commendable, apply only to those ob-
jects in areas that are undeveloped or being developed.
They do not apply to artifacts, such as those which are

the concern of this paper, which have already been removed

from their original site.

Awareness of Federal Requlations by Federal Personnel

With respect to the awareness of present personnel in the
various federal agencies in regard to their responsibilities

to enforce pertinent laws and orders which apply to native



82

American cultures, it is concluded that all personnel who
were interviewed seem to be cognizant of present laws that
will protect evidences of these cultures. Agency admin-
istrators are stressing the importance of inventories being
taken of native American sites and artifacts on lands under
their jurisdiction and are presently implementing such pro-
cedures. To achieve these goals, most agencies have hired
archaeologists or environmental specialists to augment

their staffs.

Past Omissions in Preserving Native American Cultures

While all of the government personnel who were interviewed
for this study expressed a genuine interest in the preser-
vation of the petroglyphs at The Dalles, none of them ex-
hibited the quality of leadership and foresightedness which
would be essential in implementing a program to correct past
omissions of the federal government in disregarding signifi-
cant relics of an ancient culture. All offered their per-
sonal support should such a program be inaugurated to pre-
serve these petroglyphs and other artifacts in storage at
The Dalles, but no-one appeared willing to take the lead,
either in the establishment of an appropriate museum OT cul-
tural center, or in the procurement of funds necessary for

carrying out such a project.

Conclusions

This thesis is concerned with the preservation and proper
display for the public's esthetic appreciation and scientif-

ic study of certain petroglyphs which remain in obscurity
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on federal property, and of the attitudes and policies of
personnel of various federal agencies with regard to the
importance of preserving evidences of native American cul-
tures in order to better understand the history of our coun-
try by understanding its prehistory. The latter cannot be
disregarded if American citizens are to fully comprehend

the country's history. The two are irrevocably woven to-

gether.

It appears that the federal government is making attempts
through appropriate legislation to identify and preserve
all possible evidences of the culture that first existed

on the lands of this nation. In the past, however, pertin-
ent laws that had been enacted in this concept had failed
to be enforced. This thesis contends that the federal gov-
ernment should be held responsible for its past omissions
in the lack of proper enforcement of the 1906 Antiquities

Law.

Implications

The petraglyphs at The Dalles are a symbol of similar pre-
historic and historic objects whose preservation has been
disregarded. Responses received from inquiries addressed
to the White House, Department of the Interior, and the
Governor's Office, State of Oregon, reveal further evidence
of a lack of leadership in preserving and protecting the
cultural resources of this nation. If all federal laws

relating to such preservation and display of objects and
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sites of prehistoric and historic significance are not now
rigidly enforced, then those real evidences of our native
American and early historic cultures will soon be dissipated

and will disappear into oblivion.



THE BURIAL OF SALMON-FLYING

He could not name what he wanted. He dreamed he
would find it

In Salmon's nest, but his mother and father told
him

He must not go where Salmon drums with her tail,

Then dies on the stones of the river. He went
there.

He saw Fish Hawk and Eagle, Gull and Crow
Diving on Salmon. They would soar and scream,
Then dive to tear her copper and silver side

And eat on her flesh and feast on her lost children.

He brought a stone covered with Salmon's eggs

In secret to the lodge. His mother and father
Had nothing for him to eat, and he was hungry.

At night in the fire he heated that nesting stone.

While he leaned over it,dreaming, it broke open

Like Salmon spawning. It covered his body

With hard, black, burning eggs from the ghost of
Salmon.

He sat all night and all day and would eat nothing.

He sat three days, and the People came toc him
With roots and water, but his eyes and mouth
stayed shut.

His mother and father bathed him, but he sat silent.

On the fourth night, his body walked to the river.

He followed it upstream to the white valleys,

Dropping his blankets. Now he was dead. His eyes

Were open, his mouth would open, but his body

Was not his body. It was thick with scales and
feathers.

-Wagoner, David,
Who Shall Be the Sun?
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WASCO COUNTY-DALLZS CITY MUSEUM 2CMMISSION
The Dalles, Oregon

Proponeznts and Tndorsers of Jecuest

. Wasco Tounty-Dzlles City Museum Tommission, proponent of request
herein submitted, together with esach of the endorsers below listed, have, by
formal action of their respective bodies, authorized the preparation and presen-
tation of this request for establishment of a Museum of Natural History, and for
the recovering of petroglypks of archeological importance from The Dalles Dam
reservoir, and for their replacement in a location suitable for their preserva-
tion and public display,

YASTO COUNTY-DALLES CITY MUSEUM COMMISSION - An agency of Wasco

, County, Oregon and
Dalles City, established by iormal action of both bodies, July 28, 1953, and
{unctioning uader Chapter 481, Oregon Laws 1953, . . Tommission consists
of seven members of which four are selected by the Tounty Court and three by
Council of Dalles City, to serve for tdrms indicated in the Act, copy of which
is submitted in Appendix “A",

WASCO COUNTY - COregon Territorial Legislature created Wzsco County,

January 11, 1854. . . . At time of creation, Cournty
comprised an area of 130, 000 square miles, bounded on the west by the
Cascade Mountains, the Rocky Mouzntains on the east, the Columbia River and
southern boundary of Washington Tercitory on the north, and the northern line
of Zaliforria and Nevada oa the south.

Historians oiten commert that at the time of its creation, the
county embraced more area than the State of Oregon does today and that it then
was the largest county ever established, With two exceptions -California and
Texas- it once embraced more area than any State does today.

By successive steps over the years, the County has been re-
duced in area {rom 130, 000t0.2387 square rmiles. Its former area now includes
darts of Montana, Idaho, Wyoming and Utah, as well as 17 eastern Oregon
counties, See Appendix "B",

FHZ _DALLES - A geographic name in use for all purposes other than official

affairs of the city, which are conducted in the name of
""Dalles City", by which it was so chartered by the Oregon Territorial Legisia-
ture, January 1857.. . . In the 1850's it was virtually the only towm in the
original Wasco County. It was then and has continued to this day as the County
Seat, Fort Dalles was established near the city in May 13, 1850. See Appendix
"Ct, In 1868, Coungress appropriated funds for construction of a building for
the operation of a mint., Diminishing gold activities in the interior compelled its
closing before construction completed. From early days to the preseat, the city
has been a trading and shipping center of importance.

THZ DALLES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE -- A non-profit corporation, chartered

under Oregon Laws, composed of
izdividuals, firms and organizations and engzged in cultural, civic, commercial,
industrial and agricultural activities for the development and advancement of the
¢ity of The Dalles and its trade area. Membership 450.
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REQUEST
For The
ESTABLISHMENT OF A MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTCRY
) And For The
) RECOVERY AND PRESERVATION OF PETROGLYPHS
In Conjunction With
Federal Water Resource Projects - Columbia River System
Submitted By
WASCO COUNTY-DALLES CITY MUSEUM COMMISSION
And Endorsed By
WASCC COUNTY - DALLES CITY - THE DALLES CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
The Dalles, Oregon - February 10, 1956

«Q=0=02020=0=0=0=0=0-0 «0=0=0=0=-0=0=0~

The Reguest

Wasco County-Dalles City Museum Commission, a public agency of
V/asco TCounty and Dalles City, Oregon, respectfully submits, with the endorse-
ment of the above indicated agencies, this request:

1. For the establishment of a Museum of Natural History for the
preservation of historic materials of proven national significance,
and for the exhibition thereof for public, scientific and educational
purposes, and

2. For the recovery and preservation of petroglyphs of proven national

significance for public, scientific and educational purposes, in con-
junction with the requested Museum of Natural History.

Objectives and Functions of Museum Commission

The foregoiug request is submitted under power and autherity confer-
red in Chapter 481, Orcgon Laws 1953, through which the Museum Commission
may and does engage in historical affairs of local, Stats and National sigunifi-
cance, Copy of Act, Appendix "A'".

Ia the pursuit of its objectives and in the conduct of its functious, the
Muscum Commission may and it does cooperate with political subdivisions of
the State of Oregon, with agency or agencies of the United States, and with
cducational institutions and scientific foundations.

In support of the foregoing request, the Museum Commission submits
accompanying report, and in addition submits Section 2, containing certain
scientific statements relating to the report, and further supplies related
material in Section 3, and Appendices.
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A REPORT IN SUPPCRT OF REQUEST
Prepared and Submitted By
WASCO COUNTY-DALLES CITY MUSEUM CCMMISSION
The Dalles, Oregon - February 10, 1956

_Introduction
In recent months, and particularly with the beginning of the construction
of The Dalles Dam, the Museum Commission became interested in the studies
and evaluations of archeological, geological and paleontological and other histor-
ical resources, conducted by the National Park Service, the Universities of
Orcgon and Washington and other interests. These historical resources are in
areas to be inundated and otherwise altered by the construction of The Dalles

Dam, the prospective construction of John Day Dam and other similar water

resources projects on the Columbia River and its tributaries.

National Sigrnificance of Historic Resources

The national significance of historic resources, along the Columbia
R.iver, is confirmed by Dr. L. S. Cressman; Head, Department of Anthropology,
Head, Museum of Natural History, University of Oregon, and a member of the
Advisory pamel of Anthropological and Related Sciences of the National Science
Foundation. This confirmation is in 2 paper written by Dr. Cressman and en-
titled "The Columbia River and It's Scientific Importance'!, which is presented
in full in Section 2, of this Request. It was supplied through courtesy of Dr,
Cressman, upon request of the Museum Commission.

Further confirmation of the national importance of historical-resources
isin 2 paper written by David L. Cole, Archeologist, in charge of excavations
of sites of habitation and evaluations of recoveries thereirom, conducted for
the Univergity of Oregon. This paper is in Section 2, of this Reguest.

-2-
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The geological and palepntological importance of the Columbia River is
contained in a paper by Samuel C. Sargent, supplied for the Museum Commissios,
entitled "Natural History of the Columbia River," See Section 2, of this Request.

Federal recognition of the national importance of these historic resource
has been indicated by the National Park Service of the Department of the Interior,
which alloted grants to the University of Oregom, in the amount’of %$4,100,00,
and the University of Washington, $5,3500,00. Thesc granis were used for ex-
cavation of ancient sites of habitation of pre-historic man, and were conducted
during 1952, 1953 and 1954, in resarvoir area of The Dalles Dam.

Recognition was also given by the National Science Foundation through
a grant for excavation work during 1955, by the University of Oregon, through
Dr, L. S. Cressman.

This grant, which originally _pro'vided for excavations on the Oregon
Coast, was sxtended to include work in The Dalles Dam reservoir area when
the direct relationship of this area to the Oregon Coast was recognized.

~he national importance of petroglyphs of archeological significance
is substantiated in the survey and report of David L. Cecle and Jack Hegrenes,

. Jr., dated June 30, 1953, and conducted for and oun behalf of the National Park
Service. This report recommended the recovery of 29 petroglyphs from an
area in the river chamnel of the reservoir area of The Dalles Dam. (Map of
Survey - Appendix "“E",

National Policy on Preservation

The declaration of national policy is given in Section 1, of the Act
entitled "Historic Sites, Buildings, Objects, and Antiquities™, and reads as

follows:



"It ig hereby declared thzt it is a naticnal pciicy to preserve for
public use historic sites, buildings and abjects of national signif-
cance for the inspiration and beunefit of the ceopie of the United

A

States.”" (Chap. 593, 49 Stat, 666, Approved August 2l, 1935.)

By the statements of Dr, L. S, Cressman, David L. Cole and Samuel
C. Sargent, and by the recognition given by the National Park Service, herein
above referred to, the natiomal importance of the historic resources of the
CTolumbia River have been scientiiica.ll& substantiated.

The determinations and recognitions of the national significance of the
historic resources of the Columbia River region, herein above given, fully justi-
{y and support the Wasco County-Dalles City Museum Commission in requesting,
as it herein does, that the Federal government accompiish the recoveries of ob-
jects of antiquity and that it provide Museum facilities adcquate for their preserva-

tion and exkibition for educational and scientific purposes.

Availability of Recoveries for Museum Furzoses

During 1933, excavations of sites of habitation of pre-historic man
were conducted by Dr. L. S. Cressman, of the University of Oregon, and Dr.
Douglas Osborne, University of Washington.

Wasco County-Dalles City Museurn Commissioncrs conferred with Dr.
Cressman and Dr. Osborne, for the purpose of determining if regulations 2cd
oclicies permitted the retention of archeclogical, paleontological and petroglyoh
recoveries in the area to serve as an interpretation of its histery, if 2 museum
building was provided and if the museum orgacization was of a proper standard.

Dr. Cressman and Dr. Osborne stated that if the museum facilities were
adequate and if there was public cperation thereof, of a sroper standard, that a
major portion of the recoveries could and should be returned to the area of

which they are an important historical part. Some, of necedsity, would be heid

e
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by the Uriversities for educational purposes.

Museurn Facilities Requested

It having been substantiated that the archeological, paleontological and
geclogical resources are of national significance, and it having been ascertained
that a major portion thereof could, and should be returred to the area of which
they are aa historical part, the Museum Commission decided to-ascertain what
agency or agencies of the Federal government should provide adequate museu=
facilities, to conform with the declared policy of Cengress.

Since The Dalles Dam and its reservoir is 2 River and Harbor project,
under construction by the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army, and because tze
oroject, upon its completion, will submerge areas in which historic resources
of national significance are now located, it was decided that this agency should
and would have the necessary authority to provide museum facilities.

The Museum Commission requested Dr., Cressman, for azd om its telalf,
to submit a request to the District Tagineer, Corps of Zngineers, U, S. Azrmy,
Portland District, to provide the required and desired museum facilities.

The fcllowing lettar was submitted by Dr. CTressman to Col. T. H.
Lipscomb, District Tngineer, Corps of Engineers, Portlaad, Cregon, under
date of September 17, 1953:

University of Oregon
College of Liberal Arts
Eugene, COregon
Department of Anthropology September 17, 1933
Col. T. H. Lipscomb,
District Zngineer, Corps of Engineers
Portland, Cregon
My dear Tol. Lipscomb:

This summer I had the good fortune to be in charge of the archeclogical
excavations on the Cregon side of the Columbia at The Dalles damsite.

«Je-



During this period I became acquainted with-the men aad ‘women in the
comrmunity who 28 2 result, of their deep sense of the historic importance
of the area are working vigorously to bring about the establishment of a
significant museum at The Dalles,

From the point of view cf the importance of a region and its distinctive
characteristics that of The Dalles is practically unique in North America.
From the viewpoint of the histcrian the area is of great significance. At
The Dalles is the pcint where the culture of the Indians of the coast met
that of the Indians from the Plateau north of the Columbia, from the south
and even from the Creat Basin, znd f{rom far to the Zast toward Idaho.
Here, 2150, 2re probably to be found the earliest remszins of the move-
ment of the interior peopies to the coast. We may have secured some of
that material this summer--I hope so,

The Columbia river, which has at this point tad its course determined
by the geological features of the region, and which has cut the gorge
through the Cascades as they were upliffed,provides one of the great
opportunities for a constructive educational program cf a 2igh order.
Another feature of this situation, which I believe is unique, is that a
major transcontinental highway passes the damsite. Probably the Corps
of Cngineers will build a viewpoiat for visitors to study tke dam and its
relation to the area. If such is to be done it would be 2 very constructive
achievement if some cooperation could be worked cut betwesen the Corps
and The Dalles Museum Commission by which a Museum could be co-
ordinated with any program for interpreting the dam to :the public. Such
a.cooperative plan would alss te to the interest of the public relations

of the Corps of Engineers for of course attention should be called ap-
provriately to any such program. If such could be done serhaps it would
be possible on a reasonable scale for the overall constructicn costs of
the dam to include funds toward the construction of a building for the
Museum and the interpretive program.

A remarkatly good educational program could be established by utilizing
the geographical, geclogical, and prebistoric and historic materials,
The Dalles lies 2t the border of ‘wo ecological areas responsible for
much id the development of the area, The great syncline there con-
trols the channel of the river. The fact that The Dailes is at about
sea level has determined the human use of the river, while the break
caused by the rapids has made it one of the noteworthy places in the
world where aboriginal peoples have gathered to fish azd to trade.
Yere were traded not only ordinary goods but slaves from as far south
as northeagtern California, from the North and the ¥est., Aand now
comes the final use of the river by modern man as it is brought into
our technological system. This situaticn is one that seems o me
offers an unparaileled opportunity for real educational exploitation
through modern museum techniques. I have worked since the early
thirties on the prehistory of Cregon and have been engaged in museum
work and nowhere have [ seen the same opportunity for a sigrificaz
program.

-6-



I zm takiag the liberty of writing you on this matter in the real hope
+hat the Corps of Zngineers will be able to assist in this program a:
T4ae Dalles and coordinate the work irto a sigmificant contribution.

Sincerely yours,

/s
L. S. Cressman, Head
Department of Anthropology

Col. T, H. Lipscomb responded to the request of Dr, Cressman and
stated that the Corps of Zngineers was without authorily to provide museum faciii-

tes, His letter under date of September 29, 1953, is Selow quoted:

Corps of Engineers, U, S, Army
Office of the District Eagineer
Portland, Oregon District. .
628 Pittock Block
Portland 5, Oregon .,
September 29, 1653

Or, L, S. Cressman .
Head, Dapartment of Aathropology
University of Cregon

Zugeune, Oregon

Dear Sir:

Receipt is acknowledge of your interesting and informarive letter
of September 17, 1953, relative to the historical significance of The
Dalles zrea, and the unparalleled opportunity for development of an
educational display.

! regret very much that the Torps of Eagineers is not authorized
to expend project funds {or the construction of 2 museum or tie
preparation of archeological displays. It is possible, however, that
lands required by the Corps in the vicinity of the dam could e made
available for such public use, Cuae potential site, which I understaand
as been given favorable consideration locally is the overlook proposed
for development on a promontory east of Fifteen Mile Creek and above
U. S, Highway No. 30. The development of an access road and park-
ing area is proposed to provide safe accommecdations for the public
during the construction periods., This site, because of its eievation
at about 230 to 240 feet aifords an excellent panoramic view of th
river and the surrounding terrain both up and downsiream from the

dam. snother potential site is the Seufert area, located between the
L4
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Union Pacific Railroad and the river dowunstrean irem Big Zddy Lock,
Upon the recommendation of the County Planzing Commission the
v7asco County Court has requested prior comsideration for leasing
these areas for park purposes, or for their acguisition in the event
they are declared surplus to project operational needs. It is possible
that the use of either of these areas for pzrk and museum purposes
would be complementary and result in incrzased Denefit to both.
Should either of these locations or other sites on project lands prove
satisfactory to The Dailes Museumn Commissicn it is suggested that
they correlate their planning with the Wasco County Planning Com-
mission. This office will cooperate in any way possible toward
making project lands available for park and museum purposes,

The interest of yourseif and The Dalles Museum Commission in
the historical and archeological aspects of the area is commendable
and I regret that the Corps of Engineers is unable to contribute ia a
more material way toward the provision of a worthwhile museum.

Very truly yours,

/st

T. H, LIPSCOMB

Colonel, Corps of Cngineers
District Engineer

Recovery Qf 'Petrogly'phs Reguested

The Museum Commission recognizing that petroglyphs of archeological
and national historical significance, located in the reservoir area of The Dalies
Dam, a project now nearing completion, will be submerged and beyond recovery,
decided that(their recovery and preservation should be reguested.

The Museumn Commission requested W, S. Nelson, Manager of The
Dalles Chamber of Commerce, to act in its behalf by submitting to Senator
Wayne Morse a request that he ask the Chief of Engineers, United States Army
to accomplish the desired recovery of the petrogliyphs. Senator Morse com-
plied with the request and he :ex:aorted in his letter of June 15th, that the Chief

of EZngineers had responded, as follows:

-8-
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"The National Park Service is prirnarily responsible for the
Federal activities relative to tie investigation acd preserva-
tion of archaeologic sites, buildings and objects pursuant to
the provisions of the Historic Sites Act of 21 August 1935

(16 U.S.C. 461-467). That Act also authorizes the appropria-
tion of funds to the National Park Service for that purpose.

"Although funds available to the Corps of Engineers cannot be
used specifically for archaeoclogical work, the Corps does co-
operate with the National Park Service aad with other“agencies
in carrying out programs for the investigation and preservation
of archaeologic buildings and objects, Accordingly, the matter
is being referred to our Division and District Zngineers at
Portland, Oregon, with the request that they get together with
‘the appropriate field officers of the National Park Service in
that area to see what can be worked out for preservation of the
historic Indian carvings in The Dalles Reservoir area."”

At the Sme of submission of this report, being Tebruary 10, 1956,
it is unknown to the Museum Commission what action may have been taken in
line with the instructions of the Chief of Engineers, :o the Division and District
offices of the Corps of Engineers, a.t' Portland, Oregon, cited in the last para-
graph of the above quotation. However, it is locally kunown that requested re-

covery operations are not in progress at this time.

™

Completion Schedule of The Dalles Dam

The Dalles Dam project was authorized as a Rivers and Harbors
project by the Act of May 17,. 1950, First appropriation for coastruction was
made October 24, 1951. (Map of project and reservoir area.. Appendix "'D',
Stage of construction as at Junme 30, 1955, is reported in official stateme=nt of
Corps of Engineers. (Appendix "DU,

Beginning of formation of the reservoir pool through river closure
onerations is scheduled for or or about November 1956, or in about 10 months.

Completion of formation of reservoir pool is scheduled for on or about Marca
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1957, cr approximately a year from now,

.

Detail of construction operations for river closure and the schedule
thereof are given in the following letter, submitted by Tel. H. B, Elder,

Resident Engineer, Corps of Engineers, The Dalles Dam project:

Corps of Engineers, U. S, Army
Portland District ¢

Office of the Resident Engineer
The Dalles.Dam

The Dalles, Oregon
9 February 1956

Mr. W, S, Nelson, Manager
The Dalles Chamber of Commerce
The Dalles, Oregon

Dear Mr, Nelson:

In reply to your recent question regarding the program of work
on our closure dam and subsegueunt raising of the pcol, I will attempt
to present a summary of the importact operational features chrono-
logically. The dates below should te read as '"on or about."

15 February 1956 - Complete counstruction causeway from -
Wasco Isiand to main Cregon shore,
Approximate initizl elevation 85,

1 Mareh 1956 Begin placing fill on Cregon shore,

15 May 1956 - Complete closure of channel between
Louise Island 2nd Oregon shore above
anticipated high water grade.

15 July -

15 October 1956 - Remove upstream cofferdam and protective
rock barrier

~

15 July - 1 Sep-
tember 1956

Work preparatory to breaching main cellular
cofferdam

1 September -
30 December 1956- Remove doewnstream cellular cofferdam,

except cofferdam around east fishladder.

-10-



20 September 1956~ Begin placing rock fill across main river
channel.

1 October 1956 - Cpen powerhouse gates and begin diversion
of part of river flow through powerhouse.

15 November 1956- Complete rock fill across main channel to
El. 90 completing cut off of river. Entire
flow diverted through powerhouse units 15-22,

March 16-17,1957- Close powerhouse gates of units 15-22
and raise pool to eleavation 130.

March 23-24, 1957- Raise pool to minimum elevatica 155.

I hope the above information will be sufficient for your needs; however,
if not, please feel free to call on me for additional information.

Very truly yours,

/S/ H. B. Elder
H. B. ZLLCER
Resident Tagineer

Prompt Action 4 Necessity

The Corps of Engineers, constructing The Dalles Darm, has, for lack
of authority, declined the request of the Museum Commission for construction
of museum facilities and the recovery of petrogiypis.

Since river closure of the project and formation of reseTvoir pool is
but a few months distant, it is clear that if requested recoveries are to be
made and if museum facilities are to be provided for their preservaticn zzd
exhibition, for sducational and scientific purposes, immediate action is nec-
essary., If action is not taken, historic resources of nationmal significance will

have become submerged and beyond recovery.

’

-11-



Other Related National Interest Factsrs
Museum facilities established in the region wculd
;g related to and become a part of other regio;zal national interests, among
which are the nation's greatest water resource projects, extemnsive national
forests, a diversity of recreational, wilderness and primitive areas, annually
visited by many thousauds of people from throughout the nation.

National benefits of water resources projects, now completed, those

under construction and those authorized, ramnge from generation of power to
i:ﬁprovement for navigation, flood control, irrigation and recreation.

Federal allocation of capital costs, by which the range of benefits
are provided, gives impressive recognition to recreational advantages pro-
vided by the projects. See report in Sectiom 3,

Historic sites, buildings, objects and antiquities are recogunized as
important and inspirational segments of recreation, but in the zllocation of
funds for recreational development, no provision is made for their perpetua-

tion, though such is the declared policy of Congress.

Conclusion

The national significance of a diversity of historic resources, in the
Columbia River region, has been scieutifically substantiated, as herein
shown.

National historical purposes will be better served by retaining re-
covered historical resources in the region of r:heir original setting. The in-
tarpretation of cbjects of antiquity and of historical interest can‘ be better
understood when viewed in conjunction with the natural setting of which they
are an historic part.

-12-
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Historic resources of national significance are within reservoir
areas of Federal water resources projects, aow under coustruction and in
regervoir areas of projects authorized for future construction.

Loss of historic resources within the reservoir area of The Dalles
Dam is imminent, as herein before shown,

Requests have been submitted by the Wasco County-Dalles City
Museum Commission, to the Corps of Sngineers, U. S. Army, for establish-

ment of museum facilities and for recovery of antiquities, all of which have

been declined for lack of authority.

Congres sional Action Reguired

If historic resources are to be recovered and facilities provided
for their preservation, in the national interest, for public, educational and
scientific purposes, congressional ‘action is required.

Wasco County-Dalles City Museum Commission submits its recguest
for recovery of antiquities and for the establishment of adequate museum
facilities, in the interest of highest national service for perpetuation of
historic resources of maticnal interest, in accordance with ¢he declared policy
of Congress, as expressed in the Historic Sites Act of August 21, 1935,
{U.5.C. 461-467)

Wasco County-Dalles City Museum Commission respectfully pleads

for favorable action upon its request. .

13-
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CR. L. S. CRE3ZMAY
dead, Department of Anthrczcleey
Head, Museum of Natural Histery
University of Cregen, Eugene, Cregcn
Member of Adviscry Panel of Anthropological and Ielatsd 3ziernces
Of the MNatienal Science Feoundation

LA

¥zny of the great rivers of the werld such as the Nile, <he Tigris-

s ]
O
-,

Zuphrates system, and the Hwang Ho amcng cothers have tee great impercancs

in the history of mariind, The first of these two have Deen irmportan: -aszuzs

cf the great civilizatizns of the old world that ceveloped alcng them, The
Ccluebia River of the Pacific Morthwest cutranks all of these in the Srsadsh
<f its significance for it records not only human nistery, cn 1 lass devalcosl
scale, but earth histery in a mest spectacular and infermative manper, I°

these cther river sysiems sutrank “he Columbisz 3iver in ke zzrly oiv

iiens that develcped in their drainage systems, the Columbiz outranks them
all in its contritution to medern technology and industry threough its use
oy zan fcr water power throughcut the whole wide range ¢l =modern industry
and science,

The human use of the Columbia River cccupies Probadly clcose to the Sl
span of time of the cccubaticn of the Yew world by man., The rscent disccvary
By L. S. Cressman of a stone cutting tccl cemented in *he la*e Fleistosenz
gravels indicates that man was living aleng the sheres whan the zlscial lzz=
Missoulz broke sut releasing an estimated 500 cubic miles of water
down the Columbia. The sstimated age cof this flced is tetween 12,5CC znd
15,000 years ago, Excavations by the University of Cregen and the laticzmzl
Park Ssrvice apout five miles east of The Dzlles have sheum & stratifiss
Series of depcsits that mist cover

Yile Rapids, is the arza described

ihe meeting ground Sor the Indians



The Colurbia River and it's 3cientiflic Irpeortance 2

the south, the intericr Cclumbia Plateau in Washingten, and frcm the cen-
flnents of the Colurbia as far %o the east as IZaho, This irading center
undsubtedly nad a long history of use, for it was on the route of easiest
access to the coast frem the intéricr.

The aberiginal occupation and the long centinuous history of the area is
pade mere dramatic ty the lecaticn cf the most imperiant site with reference
to modern use. AS cne excavates at the deepest and oldest tart of the site,
where the Sones are fossilized, on one side is the Unicn Pacific Railroad and
cn the cther is the Columbia River highway, and the mcvement of heavy zctsrized
traffic on toth routes provides a dramatic contrast with the way of lifs
rerresented ty the stone *tools of the earlier inhabitants. :icngside the
nighway runs the Celilc zanal along which waterborme traffic moves. As cne
looks dewn river he sees the dam in precess of construction and sventually
it will be completed, croviding electric pewer and improved navigation.

As one stands and looks at this unique situation representing human 1ife

rem the stene age to the present cre, if one reflects upon 1%, one cannct

but be strikingly impressed by the role of one great factor as a2 wnifying
ferce, That is the RIVER, The river has not made these uses, dut iz has
previded the cprortunites which man has exploited thrcughcut the ages.

ttern of 1life

1)

The great significance c¢f +the Columbia River in this ¢

g

grews out of its geolegical histery. Rising rar tc the east in the ZRce
Mountains it swings north into Canada, then south between <he Rccky and Cascade
Meuntain ranges. In Miocene times the great period of mountain tuilding of

the Cascade range took place and as this barrier was slowly pushed up against
the river it in turn had to cut its way thrzugh ii. In the meaniime defcrma-

ticns of the 2arth's crust tock place aleng with the volcanic zctivity of ihs

regicn, Seme areas were pushed up inte convex fclds, and sthers subsided inzc

-19-
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rig Sgigntilic Imoscertance 3

=g Calumhia iver and it's

sroaghs synclines. Sreakage or faults cccurred In the rocxs. Alcng <he
— s sy

ranlt lines the river found it easier o cut its way %o the sea and the
.‘LU

syclinal +rsughs directed the flcw of cwrrents, scmetimes oringing zocout

o
coat bends as as The DJalles, Lava flews produced barriers, rasulting in
=atarfalls which have deen ersded away leaving only rapids as iraces. At

“ne Dalles damsite every c<ne of these features of geclcgic nistory can te

scan. Flow on Ilow of lava, the system of faults and channels, the rapids

~r %chutes," the syncline which has caused the river o =wing <o the scuth

in a great bend as its volume decreased and it £31lcwed the lower levels.

—e terraces ~f sarlier river lcvels are cu® sharply against she S1if

z2pe the fossil remains of now sxtinct znirmals, the hcerse, the camel, and
cany others. Overturned by lava flows or embedded in them ars %o 3g seen he
fessilized remains of ancisnt redwocds cr itheir ancsstor,

The dam at The Dalles is a na%icnzl rescurce exploiting *he pctentials

=roduced through the long ages, The scientific stery of zan znd nature, is

revealed here as at no cther place, shcuid e 2 parst ¢

w
(g3
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O
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i
]
=
F
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m
H
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MAN'S kmowledge, upen wnich %o reflect and {rom that refl
standing, The plans of The Dalles communiiy to tuild 2 museunm 2 2xplsis the

scientific and aesthetic values of this unique situaticn rerresent an agrrecia-
ticn of the significance of the opperzunities. However,

so challenging, so trcad in their sccpe, and so much a part of the :otal

Kl

scene to which the naticnal gevernment 2as devoted Ifisell i explsit the
industrial facilities of the river, thzt the whele Unised States should

have scme part in the preper

2cint of viszw for the values

“he many thcusands of peopls who ~ill vizw



- Coluzbia River and it's 3cisniilic Irpertzncs i

peovides sound ground for the Federzl gc*:crr;::ﬁt to parsizirzte financialily
and in planning for the appreprizte Mussum facilitiszs %e make full use <f :h
sppertunities previded here by nature. The locaticn of the viewpoint adjzcent
+o available land for museum purpcses provides a further sppertunity fer a
really wipzralled development in the field of education. The dams built Ty
she Federal government change the way of life ¢f 2 community; they are 2
oationmal asset, and a scund golicy would include, 2t least with those of
scién‘:.ific impcrtance, the accompanying educaticnal orogranm to enabdle the
citigens to whom the dams belong to understand semething of the significance

¢ the zrea in terms of its past and the futurs ocutlined IJor It by the daxm.

¥arch 19, 155L
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SECTION 2

mypm RATTEA
THEE DalLl

(G}

2
ITS HISTCRICAL AND AECEEOQLCGICAL IIPCRTANC

2y
SAVID L, COLE
Archeologist

Upen corpletion of the Dam on the Columbia River, at The Dalles,
egon, & reservelr will be formed which will greatly change 1 significant
ares of the river, both in acpearance and use. Indian fishing sites, which
~xve been used for many thousands of years, will te flooded. The great rapids
vii]l disgppear to be remembered only as history. Scientific records of human
sesusation will be submerged. The character of the whole area will be changed.
T: imterpret the changing human use of the river and the important educatioral
=2 of earth history shown in the area, government and state agenciss have
ripnarved research so that materials of scientific and sducational significance,
if sscovered, will be available for the “enefit and enlighienrment of the neopis.
cproximatelr six miles east of The Dalles, the Columzia River enters
a narrow basaltic chute, which is about one and cne-half miles long and in

eat., This 2rea, known zs rivemile

ey

s<aces is restricted to a width of 2C0
fapids, has been called the "long YNarrows", the "Dalles®, or the "Creat Dalles”

»

and is the namesake of the present city of The Dalles. These ranids, along
witd Celilo Falls several miles upstream, presented a formidable tarrier Zer
pecple who used the river for transportation.

Immediately to the west of The Dalles, the Cascade dunzains rise in
s=ildng contrast to the almost arid, sunburned plateau, which sireiches Zor
many miles slong the middle reaches of the Columbia. TIor the seovle who nmoved
oy land over this plateau, these nountains were as irpressive a tarrier as

were tha rapids and falls to the river traveler.

To the early white settlers ihese natural Zarriers were marely cb-

Ny -

tacles to cverzome, since they wers interested in Jinding lands rore suited

”n

-18-
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To the native nopulation, however, inese

-_,wnecdS.

s=Sinentisl.
The Indians who lived along the rivers near the coast depended primari-

:y zpon cances for travel. (P1l.I £ig.3) Since many of these canoes were large,

<t vas-a.strain upon daily existence to move the canoes by land, hence they
:tyed Do farther inland than their customary mode of travel would take them
no

«ith ease, 3Secause of this, the coastal Indians occupied an area extending

farther sastward than Fivemile rapids, occasionaly traveling to the Zoot of

Celilo Falls.

The plateau Indians v contrast moved about most =2sily iz flat open

coumtry and avoided the ruggad mountain terrain when it was not necessary to

<5 otherwise.
e lower slopes of

These werse
cultures which were
the river for food.

=aan, which migrated

Secause of this, their westernmost moverents werc seldom teyond

the meountains.

groups of Indians speaking unfardliar languages and having

nasically unalikzs, save for cne thing, they depended upon
It was at Fivemils rapids and Celilo Falls that the sal-

up the rirer, coculd be most 2asi

ey

saught. ig. 5)

During the seasonal salmon runs when food was plentiful, the local Indiansywho

werc hoth coastal and platcau tribes, would play host to Indians who would cen-

verge on the area from hundreds of miles in all diresctions. It seems that the
Teasons for these long jcurneys were not so much for fishing 2s they were Jor
gambling and trading. This was tho great gambling emperium of the West. Aalso,

here were the markets where slaves were traded for buffalo rotes, blankets,

éried fish, jewelry or shell moner, or perhaps #en Or lost on the cast of the
dice. The last great gathering for these purboses was reported in 1311, when

an ostimated 3,500 Indians had gatherad

The early white explorers who came into The Jallies zrza *travalad crin-
cipally by w2ter, hence the ranids becare 2 aotzhle landmark zs the gateway of

I
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s wast. -ne IiTST of those men wore lewis znd Clark wic, o Wa2 jrar iouo,
Talls 2nd the "Long Jarrows'. ¢ I fige 1) Tha

madg posage? OVED Celilo
- sareogrics and sites, arsund which their zetivitics centered, 2xist teday in

-

-man. where they have bteen of interest to those famiiiar wis
area,

by

e TosesvOLr
=~ advemiures =7 Lewis and Clark.

ve years

poe

Aficr the return trip of lewis and Clark in 1306, it was I
weferp Vaite men again came Inte the area. 1811 was the ysar of the advent
-7 e first fur traders. In 181k, the {irst nissiznary went toraugh., Travel
sccame nore and mere cormmen with various interests increasing their activities.
r.r 211 of the early travelers, sne of the most notable and mest >ften menticn-
+h2 great rapids and falls.

Iy nostile. Howev:

T 2}

w

ciizme %0 be had by assisting with the lcng portare, their hostilitiss sud-

-ided azd they became more polite and .accemmodating. TFor thiz accommodation,
~owaver, the white *raveler cam» %o dapend uzon relinguishing 2 sizeable
scxtion of his carge.

Settlers began moving through the area in the 2arly 8L0ts sn their
way % the Willamette 7allay. (31. I fig. 2). To them, The Dalles meant <he
erd of the “rail over the leng prairies and rugged 2ocky Mountains.
mert of The Dalles tegan in the late 18L0's ard this, combined with other set-
ilememts along the Cclumbia, precipitated dissension Setwzen the whites and
Indians, Ts eep down the Indian uprisings, She Army estatlished
cn the edge of he setilsment. The surgeons juarters is =he only Suilding of

tais Fort which remains. It can e seen in The Dalles tcdav. (L. I fiz. u).

ievelgpment of river “ransnortatizn, railrsacs

.20-
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HISTORIC MAN
in The Columbia River Region - Vicinity of The Dalles, Oregen

—
-~

+ rwis sod Clark making
ey Ceiilo Falls,ia e year
ey smown B 8 nural in the
l.,.- e Capitol Suiiding-

;. Swrdy sectiers arriving
: M s shown 3 2 mural
e Jregon SCME Capicol Buid-

. 4 Columbia River indian
1.1 cecar iog dugout <anoe,
. a3s used {or transportation

wers The Dalies area ana e
- Coast.

The surgeon's Juarters

.« the only remaining build-

s+ Fart Dalles. The fort was

w.cased (0 down [ndian up-
o

4. Celilo Falls. wnere [n~-
s asve {Ished for thousands of
n. Chen the Dam is complete
- fimiag site will e one.
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= Tha Dallas was presessd, it Tacame

¥hea the Den av ila

ne recovery of objects of antigquity in the area of in-

o

ol
o

roane activities
from the peol to be created Ty the projsct. Archeclogical

L s

—=yigtiaz, resuliing

raiss #ram various government and state instituticns nad nreviously shown

wrigress io the area, sut most of their work was in the nature of gzneral

=veys.

In 1652, 1953 and 1354, the Tniversiities »f Cregon and Washingtonm, with

simgmednl support Srom the Haticnal Park Service, conducted archeological sx-

-arations 2long toth sides of Fivemile Rapids.
«=zvated a large artificial mound, menticned ty Lewis and Clark in their
r of Cregon 2x-

ss==mal, wnich is now called "Wakemap ieund". The Universi

savated various cccupational sites along the Oregen tanis. The materials

by

recoTered indicate an extreme diversity of cultures over 2 leng neriod o
time, which further stresses the impor<ance of “he area for hatitation, and
river fcr trade and travel.

site discovered wasg sxcavated oy the
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Jniversity of Cregon on the south tank of the river at the uprper end of
eile rarids. Here, adjacent to U.S. Highwey 30, sxcavations carried on Jor
three years, reached 2 depth of 37 feet Yelcw the original surfsce. (P1.I
It has Seen sstimeted that <he lowest levels of this site were cdepesited
at the end of the last ice age, over 11,000 years ago. 7ZFrom ihis time until
alter the year 1800, 2 story af the cultural develorment of man is revealed.

Zarly man arrived in this area at 2 time when the river {lowed much

“igher than foday and the climate was much cooler. Je setiled in 2 gully,

whick offered him some protection from the winds. His Scols and weapons wors
werkmanshiz,
in fwo i zhe

-21!-
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spear. 3Jecsndary to fish in the dist wers oirds; these

-txaly eaught Wwwih a
ently caught .ith bolas not unlike thcse used Ty the Arzentine

e PSS

r=hos. These birds
,;:_xt, Also these people ate seal, sea otter, deer, elk, and some smaller

wers both land and waterfowl, of wiich some have teccme

_—.-.da::‘.n-s. e larger animals also crovided the bone for their tcols.

' : In later periods of nistory the climate became warmer and much drier.

=t p.:-j.od. corresponds with the ard id periocd 4,000 %o 3,000 years age when
sces of the plateau dried up and the great rmarmmals, such as elsphants, 3 lotas,

-=anls and herses 3isappearsd from the Nor +h American Centinen At this time

s—e of the people Irom the olateau mcved into the Columbia Riwver area
7303 and water were more slentiful. Ia szite of this, “he population appears
.. kave been smaller than in earlisr Lires.

After this arid period the climate became >re etty much 2s i i3 tcday.

~ *he last few thousand years, vefore .the coming of the white man, there was
2 development in the area of some of th finest stone work thzt has yet dcen

fomd in the new world, (P, I

+y

ige 3)

‘The continuous oceupaticn of man in ome locality Sar such a leng period
s time is a situation unparalleled in new world archesolcgy. This furiber
cignifiss the importance of the area; for few areas in the world nhave sus-
+2imed sontinucus muman occupation Ior so long a period oI “ime.

Throughout The Dalles Dam rsserveir area numerous retroglyphs and zicto-
zraphs are found., These are of significance to the student sf m2n, as well =§
of great interest to many people who pass thrcugh the arca. (1. IT fig, L)
These petroglyphs and pictographs are carvings and paintings on ie cek cliffs,
dapicting sore part of hummn aexperience. meir Sorm is gTeatly varied,

Tanging frem images of animals te imaginary figures. The =x22T m2aning ol the
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icn., Also zuey ars

i stig 2XTTesSs
__,“.zgml artist *

Indian. The portrayal of animals suggests scme of the stecies

120 XMf8 of the Inaian. :
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< I-i=!l they were familiar. !Many of these animals are not foun
~cis taday, however, biolegists nave found evidence of their previcus exisc-
ccoq bere. Some of the weird figurss carved on the ¢liffs are indicative »f
e mce sddch the Indians must nave rald for the river.

:ag further significance is <ze relaticnship which these i.}nages shew %o
sargee ;E-ga.s, for ihe distributiom of car+ain petroglyophic forms shows culiural
."."..".‘.ﬁas to areas throughout the western United States and Canada.

The great rapids will soon disacver Seneath an artificial lake created

= The Dalles Tam. With this historical landrmark
I==ians have lived since the end of the last ice age. 4lso to disappear is

2l what remains of an old wmy of life, 2nd an area of the seginning of a1 new

~r3 of expansicn. There has teen 10 other zrea Found in the llew ¥
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~ag 30 greatly iafluenced man in sc many waiys over suchk a2 lon
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. Vaiversity of Cregon archaeologists excavac
s site along Fivemile Rapids. The site is about

uJ
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PREHISTORIC M AN
ty of The Dalles,

Fig. 2. Tools and weapons of bone and stone were

5 : : 2 used by some of the firsc inhabitants n The Dalles
= Jeep aod saows a record of human occupation area, over 11,000 years ago.

rer 11,000 years. This site will be inundated

e Dam is finished.

3

TEI

Swae work of the Indians shorntly defore the Fig. 4.
320 came, is some of the finest in cthe world.

Petrogivphs were carved on the rock cliffs
hundreds of years ago. These are :ypical of many
chroughout the reservoir area whick will be covered
Sy wacer,
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SEZTICON 2.

NATURAL HISTCRY OF THE RIVER

By Samuel C. Sargent, Geolcgist
Memcer Ceclcogical Society of America
Fellew, American Gecvhysical Unicn

The Cclumbia Basin

_Vn‘ze region near The Jalles shares a rich geclogic past with much ef zhe
ulmbla Basin, FHere a record of the last 6C zillion years of 2arth histcry
is ;;;n.f.rkably preserved in ashes of velcanic eruptions, gigantic lava {lcws
" and the cementad sands and gravels of ancient streams. Here, tce, in fessili
fzrm are found the fererunners »f medern mammals and rich fleras unlike izs
1ife found in the Northwest today. (Pi. IIT fig. 1 & 2} The bizarre rack
ferms are awe-inspiring te the casual observer and a2 challenge t¢ <he stulzni
of sarth history.

The creat interics vasin of the Coluxmtia cccupying parts <f CITsgin, wgsh-
k=) - » &

i

ington and Idahn is ~inged by high mountains cn the 2ast, west znd nerth 2o
ty mountains and plateaus on the sout;. . Throughout he a2ge of marmals ihe
basin has progressively subsided, only to be filled again with ccntinental
ié;bﬂts. This was the scene cf the svcluticn of the horse, camel, rhinccsrcs
ax;d elepbant, and alse of many forms which developed and became extinet wilth-
out:leaving descendants,

History of the Basin

The basin as it exists tcday was formed in three stagss, In the first
stage volcanoes and streams were the dominant ferces. Veicanic materizls znd
déﬁris Srom surrcunding mountaing were transcerted to lcw areas by strescs,
lava flows were a cormen cccurrence. The crust of the sarth was restlsss nd
it buckled and broke forming mountains within the basin. The fcrees cf
meathering and erosicn then attacked the mcuntaing reducing tham ic
In the second stage vclcances alcne played the lsading rcls, Theusands <

feet of lava filled the basin and obliteratad 21l sarlisr feztuTes,
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stage 3f basin develcopment was accemplished almest sniirsly ty szrth deferma=

+ien and stream erosiod, Vclcances played a miner rcle, The lava figlds

mere folded into mountains and warped into rclling plateaus. (P1l. III fig, 3)

e Cascade Mountains rose to form 2 magnificent volcano—capped rim ay the
western edge of the basin, Through the State of Washingten the criginal
Colmpia River flowed alcng the margin of the basali, Thereafter 1% was
diverted dany times by ice, lava and sediments, Its forzer courses are
zarked by cemented gravel deposits and by the gigantic dry canyons cf the
Central Washington Coulee District. The gresent course of “he Cclumbia was
established late in *he Ice Age, The river and iss tributaries carved deep
canyens whose walls reveal the carlier history of the basin. In zaintaining
its course across the rising Cascades the river cut the Columbia Gerge,
deseribed oy Denald Culross Peattie as "the grandest river scenery on the
continent", (Pl. IIT fig, L) UVear the close of the Ice ige the greatast
deluge known to Science rushed seaward frem the Rocky Mountains, This is
imewn as the Spokane Tlccd. It resultsd when an ice dam brcke and rslsased
SCp.,;:.ubic miles of water. The flood reached depths of z=ers than 1000 feet.
It left a recerd of its rassing in giant gravel bars, barren basalit stripped
of. *;.ts soil, and huge granite boulders carried several hundred ziles by
icepergs, (P1. IIT fig. 5) Recent findings near The Dalles indicate that
early man may have witnessed this flced,

The Columbiaz River 3asalt

The most characteristic feature of <he Cclumbia 3esin is the succession
of lava {lcws belonging to the second stage of basin histery. This is knewn
48 the Columbia River Basalt, Fiftsen to twc-nt;r‘ millicn years ago fissures
overed in the =2arth and vented l'OO,COO cubic miles <f molten reck., Layer t©
layer ¢his highly £luid material 7illzad the inland basin znd

less lava plain extending from the ocky Mountains %o the Pacilic Ccean.
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;g:ividual flews were relatively thin.
o witpessed ty m2n, After each flew there were quiet pericds of nundrsdis

P ém'thousands of years, During these times wind-driftad Just accumulzted
<n moist areas and suprorted scattered forests. Iiant redwecds matursd znd
anizals inhabited the lava fields. Later lava zdvences destroyed all 1ifs
nd;xrned +he plain into 3 black, lifzless desert. The Izrests were praservel
bua‘;th the Iava. (Pl, IIT fig. 2) This cvcle was repeatad scores of times
i1 tﬁe tasin was [illed with basalt to depths of =zere <han 3,CC0 fess,

Geolegy of The lalles

Near The Dalles there is a nearly comrlete sequence of reocks -epressnting

1% last two stages of the basin, Just west of the city zhree thcusand !

=f Columbia river btasali is exposed in the walls of the gerze, and south <2

w
i
0
o
q
N
1
n
te,
[¢]
r
1
3
'
11
w

the city ‘wo thousand feet of sedimcntary recks ~ccouny
baszlt, These sediments once covered the site of the city Lo an squal dapth,
T3t they wers subsequently remeved Wy the river, Here he Ice Age was zenmarzll
a pericd of erosion, yet speradic deposits tell a story of river crosicn and
depositicn, periodic vulcanism, and :he fabulcus Spckane Fleed.

One of the most interesting fcatures is the channel of the river nea= i-s

daz, I% is so different from normal river channeis that i+ received

ob
oy
m
)

"™ma = o

special attention in scientific liturature whers it is mewn as the "Jalles

tyoe river chamnel". (Pl. III rig. é) The most sirilcing Jeature of the
channel is <hat it is cne hundred ninety miles frem the 2cezn, 7=t Ifir =z
distance of three miles the bottom is zsntirely belew sez level. Three

gigantic potholes extend far below sea lovel. In cne =f thess th

~

tTee hundred fcet deep. The uvper half of the charmel is lmewm 28 Tivemils

Rapids. There the river rushes threugh Jesp

basalt, The unique charncel aprarently -rigirated as

in the wake of a retreating waterfall.
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of scenic and nistorical interest is Celilec Falls, seven miles upsirezn
Aeom the dam. The falls nad their beginning at 2 fault 2bout a aile down-
seooga from the present location, For thecusands of years the hard taszl

<r

—eck has yielded slowly te the incessant river and the falls have crept

sostrean,

Pivenile Repids, Celilo Falls and several large islards will be submerged

in the'Teserveir of The Zalles Dam,
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GEOLOGICAL and PALEONTOLOGICAL FEATURES
of The Columbia River Region -Vicinity of The Dalles, Oregon

-—

te b Mc mammals thrived in the Columbia Basin. Fig. 2. Petriiied tree in basait was a hoilow snag when it was
soww aw showm cic Pli forms of don, horse and covered and filled by a lava flow.
< a—i. :

=0 s X4
13- 3« The basait was foided into mountains 2ad valleys. Fig. 4. The Columbia Gorge was cut when the Cascade Moun=
e valleys are the sites of cities such as The Dalles and tains rose across che pach of the vigorous Columbia.

bamd River, -
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-

12 % G : . . .
¢ 3. Gragice boulders were ice-raited from the Rocky Moun-
ias. 3 ; . : : . :

*- The Spakane Flood left them hunareds of feec above the rigney Columbia surges info aarrow Jnutes, diten more tnan

ig. 6. Fivemile Rapids st The Dailes Channel, wnere :ne
t%o hundredq {eet ceep. The sapids are searly (wo nundred
=ties from tne ocean, vet tne river “owom is delow sea jevel.
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' A MUSEUM OF VATURAL HISTORY

and Its
RELATICNSHIP AMD PRCXDMITY
To

MATER RESCURCE FROJECTS AND RELATED FETERAL LAND RESOURCES
CCLUMBIA RIVER REGICN

INTRODWCTICN

.
the: following infermation is supplied in support of the request for

._‘;&' e P )
egtablistment of a Museum of Natural History and to relate “he naticnal pur-
~cses and functions of such an institution to extensive Federal Woter Resource
Pmojects and Federal Land Resources through and ty which are provided naticnal
*vcreational cprortunities and advantages for the people.

It is ocur position that a Musewm of Natural Histery, related t¢ national
sigtorical purroses, is an impertant feature in the field =f recr=ation., In *he
~exxt, "Columbia River and Tributaries, Northwestern United States! submitted

* 1] 2
%0 Congress by the Corps of Ingineers, U. S. army, in House Document Mo, 531,
st Congress, Second Session, it is stated in Tolume 1 theref cn tage 57,
paragravh. 51, as follews: .
;?}Recreation.-—aecreational cprortunities in the Coluztia
- “River Basin are equaled in few other regions and sxcelled in
- 3 4
-none. The sstimated total amount spent in the dasin oy
‘vacaticnists, fishermen, hunters, and tourists exceeded
. 1$200,000,0C0 annually in the crewar pericd. Recrsaticn is,
.therefcre, a major industry in many areas and cne in which
many cppertunities for expansion remain,?

We regard the finding above quoted as cne of an cfficial and ccmpetent
= ) - . . s s " : :
cLaracter, We can well point up that the oppertunities fer "exgansien' in
Tecreation certainly includes the preservaticn of our histeric rescurces, such
i3 exist in the Mid-Columbia River area, fcr puplic, educaticnal and scientific
TIDoses,  Such requested presevation is fully in accord with the declared

;514

¢y of Cengress,
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e sbeit inforzaticn pertaining te Water Resource Preojects, Related

redersl

.Y

k.. Belated Federal Highway System, Coluabia Zasin

Related water

_Related Water Resource Projects, Mid Celumbia Region
"z - gelated Federal Land Rescurces, Mid Cclumbia Region
Za. pelated Naticnal Monuments, !td Cclumtia Region

Resource Prajects

mu, and zon~overflow dam sections totalling about 3,7CC feet in length,

Delles Dam:—The projsct #ill consist of 2 navigatic

el Land Fesources and Highway Travel, in the folleowing order:

lsck, spillway,

|

~i1g mltt-purpose project will previde a 25 mile slack water pool Ior naviga-

tiany provide needed tewer generating capacity to the ¥erthwest power peol;

~ecde the purzing lift required fo

tilitias o res

idents of :in

irrigaticn, and previde recreaticn cessi-

tributary area,

Estimated Cost »f The Dalles Zam Project
Based on Jan, 19LA Price levels

: Censtruction | Japital

: Ttem cest | cost
meility Relocation 3 23,148,300 3 36,255,500 |
iwxxd and Acquisition 728,cC0 766,500
Resarveir Clesaring 269,CC0 25L,2¢
Cxfferdams and Diversion 9,719,200 10,836,800
Sy 26,067,000 | 28,511,300
drooverflow Concrete Jam 3,975,000 9,316,000
Fower Pacilities 145,541,200 | 159,186,000
Powerhouse Structure {or two Future Units 3,257,cC0 2,031,CC
Zack and Zarth Fill Dam 11,151,500 | 12,229,000
Sevigation Leck ¢ 13,190,2CC 4,L27,030C
Moaring Facilities ] 2L5,cc0 263,c0C !
Tish Pacilities 23,205,cCC 25,L30,2CC .
Z=11dings and Greunds 3,289,c00 3,488,000
gmatmgtion ef Indian Village and Fish Facilitied £13,CC0 £70,0C0
Recreation Fasilities ! 255,0C0 279,cCC
‘Tegon~ashingten Highway 3ridge ‘ 751, CC0 863,00
Sixellanecus TL1,cc0 31.,cc0
Naviration Aida 72,CC0 79,300
Tetal | 3286,286,0C0 138313,125,2C0
27ZCe:  House Document Neo, 531, 81lst Congress, 2nd 3Sessicn, March 20, 15EC, !
.2iurbia River and Tributaries, Nor<hwestern "nited 3States, Volume VT,Pz.2537..
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we fcregeing reperd, Cengress zutherized i4s censtructicn in

mlo-i.ns 2
povers: s Barbars Act of My 17, 1950,

ot -wade iz Biver and Harber 4ct, Ccteber 2u, 1951. Since abcve report thers
Pret =

4prropriaticns censtruction were

agwe :Doen - 30 revisions in design a2nd ccst of construction will prcoably be

1aeex than estimated,
“yhe.proximity of The lalles Zan preject to other Federal water-use pro-

ets Iocated in the Columbia River region is illustrated as follews:

- (a) Bonneville Dam - L7.5 Miles West of The Dalles Dam
#(b) John Lay Cam - 24,8 Miles Tast of The Caller Zam
(c) McNary Tam - 99.5 Miles East of the Jallss Dam
#Authorized and in planning stage
poarists:—~The Dalles Dam develcprent will attract large numbers of
Jrac i

riziters to view the dam and reservoir during and after ccastruction, as

ssmxmstrated at existing major water-use prejects following:
Benpeville Jam - 47.5 Yiles west of The Zallas Dam

(Completed 1938)
Number of Visiters Annually

++8 menthy only,

Year } 7isitors ! Year Tisiters
1928 79¢,C00 ! Suy >¥¢,ll0
193 811,cco i 9L8 462,c00
29k0 471,000 ; 13L9 524,000
1okl Closed ## : 1950 322,¢
19k2 Closed = | 1951 Closeds
1943 Closed = ‘ 1952 222,000+
19kh Closed #* ‘ 1953 425,0C0
9L5 78,500 % ; 9¢<h 151,360
19L5 533,CC0 ,’ 1965 5.2.0C0
Scurce: Division Engineer, Coros cf Ingineers, Pcriland,

Orezcn
#Closed account National imergency, </ GORUTAS only.

ZL months cnlv.

McNary Zam -~ 99.5 Miles East of The Dalles laxz
(Completed 1953)
Tisiters Annually

Year Lan ] deservsir ] Total
1952 125,0C0 k No Ccunt I 125,000
11553 267,000 | 100,C60 | 37,00
| %95k 175,000 ; 147,C00 I 318,cco
11955 150,0C0 2C0,CCC t 38o,cce
iSource: District Ingineer, Corps of ZIngineers, walla walla,

Washingten

-30-



"

NETd
C2Y

b,

___E__"._—— I;m,,,....,u.n:l'xcri:ed by Cengress in <he River and Hartor Act o
"; be located 24,8 miles east of The Calles Dam., The dam will
e m*rn‘d.ll

it - PEEF

g . ) i o
swaelst of & sevigation lock, spillway, powerhouse and ncn-cverflew concrete

grevity dan sections, Uocn completicn, slack water navigaticn will be availzble
- |':;-.in' m of the Coluzbia River to mouth cf Yakima River, a distance of

uﬁaﬁh@o miles. -

43ter Resources Projects and Their Recreaticn Facilities

o

SR e e -
g Coinmpia River Regicn is one of the finest Natural scenic areas in

we JxitedStates. It offers an unusual variety of recreatisnal attracticns.
mpgtrona.ge in the region has made recreaticn a major sconomic activity
ecish cguses it to receive increasing consideration in plans for water-use
avth';—ut Sy the Ccrps of Engineers, United States Army, In this connectisn

{erenca 15 oade o *the project Zocument as Sclilows:

Sonse Document No, 531, 31st Congress, 2ad Session.(Yar. 2C, 1950)
Columbia River and Tridutaries Ncrihwestern Tnited 3States

' The Dalles Dem

- -Recreation Facilities: Prcposed develcpment Tty the Corps
ingineers woull incluce sightseeing facilities scnsisting of
n i -

periing areas and public service ouildings ~n either shere in the
vicinity of +the dam; a public boat deck and picnic area on the
Washington abuiment; and thres public access areas at stirztegic
points.aleng “he reservoir providing lirmited parking, picnicking
diboat-launcring facilities, Page 2525, Vclume 7I.

John Day Dam
ilities: Because of location of +he Dam with
ates Hdignways Nos, 20, 830, and 97, it would be
an-atiraciion to sighiseers. 3Secause of the saxcellsnt 7iews o7 tha
_dﬂfand the proximity of the navigatiocn lcck, zhe fish izdder and
“spdidway, greater attendance are anticipated cn the Cregon side, The
powerhouse and fish ladder would be the principal attractions cn the
Washington shore, Page 250L, Volume TI.

353, Recreation T
Tegard <o Jnitad 3

ct (ol

36i. The reservoir created by John Day Cam would not snly provide
a stimilus to toating in the immediate vicinity, =ut would 2lse

Tesmult in a greater basin-wide interest in sxtended sleszure
Cruises, both private and ccmmercial, Page 26Ch, Telume VI



leoment weuld in irg e
sed cevelooTent would =
- P""ng of the dam, consisiing g access ¢
'uwpublic service tullding, and gicn areis cn o
Szg areas, t dock cn the Oregen shore; and five sunlic -
s pedlic b°: points along the reserveir shere linms srovid
as “I ;gn-b'n.g: picnicking, ard beat-launching facilisias Page 2604,
Yolome VL.

Sumrary of Proiects

9 the sab=basin is characterized by many scenic atiractions
) ° through Columbia Gerge, Furthermore, attracsicns are
sagily accessible by rail and highway, and carping and day-use
fagilitiss generally are availabls. In additicn, woating or
ooerille pool is gaining in poepularity, The caly creoposed
‘pregecta which would have bearing cn recreation in the area are
™o Dalles and John Day Dams., The new pools created would provide
- watar-associated recreaticnal cppertunities in the upper sub-tacsin,
wbere’ most needed, These two mrejects weuld, in addizion, pravide
paints of interest at the dams which would he exceedingly attrzctive
to-tourists and local resiients alike, Page 2650-51, Velume 7T.

Related Federal lLand Rescuress

ticmal Ferests:--Mount Heed Yaticnal Ferest sxtends scath Irom the Col-
amig River along the Cascade Range to Mcunt Jeffersen and the divide hetween
»e (lackamas and Santiam Siver 2agins 2nd from ke Toothills zast of Pertland
<> the open plateau country of Centrsl Oregen. 1Its 1,208,000 z2cres of Naticnal
Zoest land previde watershed prctectich, recreation, timber crops, livestcek
faTage-and wildlife,

.l:;n_n'a.lly about 50,000 fisherman and 6,000 aunters come ta the forest to
bervest: the surplus erop of fish and game, Recreaticn use in hoth summer and
Tioter is:heavy on the Mount Hocd Ferest, 4bout cne and cne-palf miliien
mﬁcg seekers either wisit or pass thrcugh the fersst annually.

R.e-soz-.ts developed ty both public ard crivate funds ars lceated within 4he
{Zest, Toberline Lodge, high on the slepes of Mount Hccs i3 srobably the
w3 'rideiy known, There are vast expanses of wildernecs sountry wnich are
e%erved in their patural State for the snjoyment of Aunters ang cther ferest
Tavelers why prefer the wonders of primitive and wilderness zreas, -

he : X
-2 the Columbia Gorge recreation area the

ray

crest Service hzs srovided camp

O

-
-

o
W

-t Pitmie areas in public camp zrsunds, Average znnual visitor ztisndane

he 2617 s . s L ; . -
“he ~0lowing camp sites indicate public interest in Naticnal Torest recrea—

“on areas,
-32-



Tt aAttendanc = =:ve ICr22iicn Arsi _
‘C&== Tice : isverage Visiter i Jisuances from
Ares l Attendance | Callss Dam 3ite
Eagle Coeek | 335,cce i “200
wclimemah Falls ; 3¢0,000 £5.2
vamisena Falls ! 25,C00 SeIY
Socce: U. S. forest Service-Regional Office, Pertland,
Cregon.

g C280rd Pimchct National Forest is named for Americal!s great censervaticn-
ug,g;,.‘-n who gave the first big izpetus to the movement of Censervation of
gg{&mes in the United States, The ferest lies in *he_State of Wash-—
‘_ﬁ-_g; g woth sides of the Cascade Range frem the Zivide between the ¥iequally
-t c.iuu Rivers and *he foothills of Meunt Rainisr scuth to the Jclumbia
xTe 2od has a total area of nearly 13 million acres.

In addition to the hunters and fisherman mere than 200,CCC other recrez-
wuenists visit the {crest annuzlly, With few sxcepticns, ao charge is mnade
Z:r the ose of forest camp grounds, At Gevernment Minerzl Sorings camp there
e 1 musker ¢f springs with aigh zineral cenient,

The National Ferest Service has provided camping facilities in Naticnal

Firest Reserves in the States of Oregon and Washington as follecws:

J. S. Naticnal Ferest Camp Sites

Naticnal Forest | Lecation Caxp Sites |
Deschutes | Cregen £0
Bremont Cregon 6
Mzlheur Cregon 14
Mt, Heed | Cregon 32
Ceheeo ! Cregon -3
Regue River Cregen 36
Sisicyic Cregon 20
Sisuslaw Cregon 20
Umatilla Cregen : 3
Umnqua Cregen ' L
Wallowa-whitman Oregen 28
Willam:ste Oregen 56
Cifford Pinchot Washington 3
Meunt 3zker Washington 35
Ckanagcn Washingten |° L3
Olymric Washinegton =
Sricqualmie Washington 39
Hmatilla | Washingten 3
(Weratchee : __washingtcn 73
Total 223
Seurcs:  U.3..1aticnal Feress 3ervice,legliinds Li..ca,
Portland, 2Jregon
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mlles, COregen, This develcpment has reen accerpll shed

reriiaod eEx to The D2
d State aAgencies. The Columbia Gorge

vy Paderal -

The State ¢r Cregen maintains

fscreaticn area has been
w4 u2ide Ny the United States Ferest Service,
wre Baa 25 perks and waysides, most of whieh are in the Cascade section of
mm The State cf Washirgien maintains 3 parks; Sacajawea Pari
et 80, Beacen Rock Park in 7icinity of Bemneville Dam second cnly te
IR 13 wenlithic structurs > and Fert Columbia Historical Park near the
wOE X Calmhia River. i sumary of o isting facilities are -eieg as follecws;

Naticnal Ferest Carp 2nd State Parks
[ £ Number of [Number af |
i Stats Naticnal Ferest Camms [State Parks|rota
359 | 128 ( L7 |

!

T

:
!
| veatingten | 26l L9 313 |
| smey v‘ 523 177 | 8co |
| oree:  State Highway Cozmissica, Salem, Oregen, State |
| Parks and Recreaticn Cezmissicn, o1 Dia, Washing~‘
’ ten,  National foresg Service, fegicnal Office, |
| Portland, Cregen !
Bcte: Campy zpg park facilities inclucdewm-picnic tables,
water sucply, cublic ervice buildi:xgs, Stoves and
fireplaces, and picnic units,

™e Hatiopa) Park Service, Depar<ment of The Intericr has crovided icdges,
sstals, motor ccurts, and carping facilities within Jational Park srasag
ieaied {n Cregen and Washingteon, Sueh 2reas, including National Menuments
2™ aoted below,

Naticnal Parks

! Name of rarg I Year Area
! ‘Establsished In icres |
Foumt Rainien Vational pawy s Wash, | 1899 2L1,c28 :
Bl National Park, Wash. f 1938 8L8,729 |
%aticnal Park, Oregen, | 1902 i_16c,250 |
Naticnal Mcnuments ;

{
Nazg of Monurent l Year ! Area ,
I 'Estapli shed In Acres | -

f':'t‘iﬁmn Natisnal Menument, wn, : 9L f Lé ;

79T Vancouper Naticznal Monument, }Sn} 15L3 2

- J1stane irom The JalleCceshitzan J2ticnal “orumen
<34 miles, Fars Jancouver Maticnal Menument 2§ miles,
Cregen Caves Naticnal Menumens 370 Miles,

=
= ; ' 2<
’7_* £2on Caves yg icnal Men ent, Cregz) 1909 | L8c
Cler R g T BT

b
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—Gnited States Highways Nes. 2, 10, 20, 28, 30, and 33

geghyay Sogue’

ad 91, 93; 95, 975 $9, 101, and 39% north-scuth, tcgether with

g, 8
ﬁ“m, Bighways Nos. 30 and 830 utilize the water grade of the Columbia

:ﬂ‘w she Cascade Range. The annual

the principal trunk highways cf the Cclumbia River region.

velume <f passenger traffic in
o M Gorge in Oregon and Washingtcn is shown telew as fcllows:
PASSENGER TRAFFIC VOLUME

7. S. 30=Columbia River Highway, Oregon

[ Tetal Annual Trarffi Tetal Annual Traffic |
h -~
Yoar- | Cars | passengers| Year Cars Passenger

1938 | 362,520 | 1,087,560 | 1947 497,830 | 1,493,6L0
1939 | 365,760 | 1,096,280 | 19L8 492,120 | 1,476.360
agko {3L5,520 | 1,036.560 | 19L9 619,920 | 1,359,760
L1 395,200 | 1,182,600 | 1950 629,280 | 1,387.8L0
2 | 258,120 774,360 | 1951 635,320 | 1,9C5,960
943 1213,3L0 | 6ul,520 | 1952 658,800 | 1,376,400
19k | 20L,0L0 | 612,120 | 1953 851,cL0 | 2,553,120
9Ls 279,000 | 837,000 | 195k | 1,188,720 3,566,160
9h6 | L18,880 11,256,840
Source: Technical Repcrt No. 55-1, Cregen State Highway
Cemmission, Salem, Cregon
#ote:  Annual volume tased.on 0 percent of average
daily traffic, recorded 8 miles west of The
Dalles, Oregon. °fassenger Volume astimated at
3 passengers per vehicle.

, DASSENGER TRAFFIC JQLUME:

J. S. 830-North Rank Highway, Washingten
bl Total inmual Traffic Total Annual Traffic
| Year Cars | Passengers .Jear Cars | -assengers

1951 | 374,760 | 1,124,280 Q9§93 |6L2,2L0 ‘ 1,526,720
2952 | b17,6c0 | 1,252,380 095L iL8B,520 | 1,455,560
-Sewred: Amual Traffic Report, 195L, Washington State
Highway Ccommission, Clymnia, Washingten.

*ote:  Ammual volume based on 8C percent of average
daily 4raffic reccrded at Dallesport, wWashington.
Passenger volume sstimated at 3 passengers per
vehicle.

.
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SUMMARY

™is :'.eview of the national impertance cf *he
-_:_-gjacﬁs, the Federal land rescurces and Federal highway systen ccvers thosa
witnin the areaz generally known as the Mid Columbia Section oI the Columbia
2eyer Regicn,

:h; ¥id Columbia area is that which borders upen the Cclurmbia River from
e aouth of the Snake DNiver, near Pasco, Washington to the Pacifi Ccea.n,‘a
=vyer distarce of about LO miles,

A1) of the Federal water rescurce rrojects, and Fecderal lani resources

[¢]

i o J . : : - -
«..zin the Mid Columbia seciion cf the Columbia River Region zn? The Tederal
Zigoyay system serving them would be in direct relationship tc the requested
*se= »f Natural History,

Federal Water 3escurce Proiects

The water resources projects herein listed are among the nztion's zreatest.
ey are visited annually bty many ‘housands of pecple. It will ne ncted <hat
= }955 that visitaticns at Bonneville Dam weras 512,000 and 2t MeXary Dam
350, 000,

Among the sxtensive tenefits cf water resource project

o
y
n
5
o
(%]
e )
‘g
(o]
H
o
Ei
§a
i

“ie3 wrovided for the diversity of recreational activities.

Bost of the capital cost of water resources prejects is rsimtursable
“Tough the sale of large blecks of power at *he lowest cost in <hs natien.
-Hog Te Lalles Dam cost estimate as an illustratisn we soint sut <hat of she
%2l capital cost the sum of 314,427,000 for navigation 2nd the =u= of

$25,190,000 £nr perpetuatisn cf fish resources are nen-reimbursarle funciicns,

~* StITarison wth this we nete the medest sum <f %279,CC0 aus =7 -<hz tctal
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“&=ilal cost of $313,125,CC0 is provided for recreationzl develos

=3

*~3Lg e reserveir area of The lalles "zm preject.
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1on facilities have been and ere teing grovided cn aind zlong
sog cat cf funds agprepriated for censtructicn ¢

weces in reservoir areas cof scrme grojectis rzretcfors cem-

w_: resos
“m ween sutmerged teycnd reccvery, There are historic rescurces in
ww areas ¢f projects now being censtructed and theose-to ve con-
M ‘.soe":.aa.ly these of The Dalles and Jjehn Day Jams, They have teen
w to be of naticnael impertance, Thsir submergence weuld ccnstitute
s m}. ioss, which should be averted in keeping with the isclzred policy

=2 Congress previding for their preservaticz in the national inzersest,
"o jastification for ssizblishment of recrsaticral
rexien with other funciicns of water rescurce zrejects is rsccognizad, in
wweral acts adovted Ty Congrsss, which ars cbservad oy zgencizs scastructing
sminsrized water resource prciects. We cite Secticn 2€7 oI Public iaw 7920,
434 Comgress, Chapter 1284, 2nd Sessicm, approved September 3rd, 195k,
We believe it proper tc raise the peint that histeric rescurces, whic!
w231 be sthmerged in reservoir areas, sheuld be racevared as 2 szttt of the
soat of providing recreaticnal facilities, becauss thev isc tan te considersd

4 car% of the recreaticnal funciions of the water -escurce preolzceis.

a
s

If existing legislation is ample te carry cut the declarsd pclicy of

s=gress, periaining <o raccvery and preservaticn of aisteric reszurces, ty
3 agency cther than tha censtructicn agency, then we urge that CJengrsss
&oride such agency with “he necessary funds tc perform i

7ederzl Land Pascurces

The Federal land rescurcss are those in the Mt, Hecd
3¢ Giffcrd Pinchet Naticnal Ferest with a cexbined zrez ~f 2,8
= wiich there axists a diversity of recreaticnal coper

“aual combined visitatiens is 1,700,000, The Celuzkiz Zerge
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deur set aside ty the Unized States

Lp om <L =P scenic g2
gt =.._,,‘_1_1.—1'.3,:'.1;3‘.::'.z:ns at camp si

tes and cther fzcilities is 340, CCC.

Tederal 4ighway Systexm

averse the Mid Coluzbia being U. S. 30 1n Cregen and

pedarsl bigmeys o
-
. no in washington. Fassenger vehicles for

gers was cver $,0C0,0C0.

1955, cver beth rzutes was

+ 577,20 £ passen

-38-



WASCO COUNTY-DALLZS CITY MUSEUM COMISSICH

APFENDIX
APFENDIX
APFENDIX

APPENDIX

"A"

"Bl'

g

"D"

"ETY

- The Dalles, Cregen -

APPZYDIZX

CCPY F OREGON LAWS 1953 - CHAPFTZR LE1
ZXTRACTS TROM COUNTY ARCHIVES OF FREGCY
:m.rrm:; STSTORY OF FORT TALLES

TEE DALIZS DAM PRCJECT

AREA-A FETRCGLYPH CANYCN

-=OmO=0=0

-
147



i

APDENDIX "3
WASCO COUNTY-DALLES CITY MUSZW COMMTISSICN
The Dalles, Cregon

CCFT CF ORECON LAWS 1953

CEAPTER L8L

Relating to public museums in counties and cities, and providing for the
ersation of Tuseum cormissionse -

3e I Enacted by the People of the State of Oregen:
Secticn l.~=4S used in this ict, unless the centext requires otherwise:
(1) "County Court® includes board of county ccmmissioners

(2) “Governing bedy* means the county cowrt In relation %2 a county
snseum, the city council in relaticn to a city Zuseum, <r both the county
ecut and the city council in relation to a joint county and city museum.

(3) m™4useum" includes any collection af archaeslcgical specimens,
ardifacts, picnser relics, articlss cdocuments snd other things of hisicrical,
xientific or artistic impert assembled, displayed, preserved and oratected
for the benefit of the public, for educational and scientific purposes cT to

memorate the accupaticn and development cf the Pacific Nerthwest regicn,
wd the structure or structures housing such collecticn.

(L) ™useum cojects' includes any of the cbjects described in subsec-
&ion (3) of this secticn.

Secticn 2.—pny county or city, or both, acting <hrough its or their
gorerning bodies or a museum cemmission sstablished under Section 6 of this
ict, may, fcr public museum purpcesest

"{1) Accept deeds, gifts, devises or bequests of land, money or other
V.’tlnable things and hecld, contrcl cr dispose of such things according <o the
terms:of the deed, gift, devise or bequest, except +hat whenever the deed,
Zitt, devise or bequest is conditioned upon any act of the county or city,
ar Soth,sr the museum ccmmissien, the governing zcdy of the county or S1Ty,
er both,as the case may be,shall Zetermine prior o zcceptance whether &t
Sondition zay be cerplied with,

(2) Accept in the name of the ccunty or ciiy,
» and thereafter hold as pudblic preperty, Zuseun <
PITposes by any person, hisicrical scciety, asscclat

in (3) Purchase, collect, exchange for or otherwise acquire =useum chbjects
Lﬁ?he name of the county or city, or both, as the case may be, and there
“e hold or dispose of the same as pudlic sreperiy.

‘()4) Receive in the name of the county or =i
_ 7 be, zuseum objects loaned for display holding
“aT2S of the loan agreement and displaying them £
d for educational and scientific purposes.

t7, cr btcth, 23 the zaze
ther in accordance with the
- 7
< i

or the oenefit of
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tnter inte all necessary contracts <T greement3 167 cervices, assist-
7

p cocperation with the Tederal government <r any of 118 agencies, with
‘;'sau of Cregen T any of its educational instituticns °F agencies, with
isical subdivisicn of this State, with any Tersen, including non-~

grefit aducaticnal °T fereign corporations, or with educaticnal and
sceemtific foundations.

Section 3,—(1) when authcrized by the legal voters thersof as previded
in saction 4 of this Act, any county or city TaY¥ astablish, zaintain znd

serats 3 public museule

(2) vhen authorized by the legal voters of toth a county and a city
a provided in Section b of this sct, the county and city may joimtly
establish, meintain, and cperate 2 gublic Tuseulds

secticn Le—UpCD -esclution of the governing ©ody, the question of the
estatlishment of a public museum under Secticn 3 of this act snall be sub-
meced to the legal voters of the county cT city, or both in the event of a
smant ceunty and city museum is %o te sstaplished, at the next primary
weerion or regular general election held in the county or Sitys ar both,
seamr=ing nCt sooner «nan 60 days after the passing of the resclutiche The
elscsicn upenl the question of the astablishment of <he public mssum shall
se govermed iq “he same manner as the primary electicn <r regular gereral
elecTCle

section S.—In the gvent that a public museul is astablished under
sectica 3 of this ict, the county of city, cr beth, acting through the goverm-
iag body or museud commi.ssicn, Day: :

(1) Acquire a site oT sites for the museul.

(2) Construct a structure or structures +5 nouse the Fiseum sollecticn,
=r lease a structure °F structures for such purpose for not zecre than
50 years.

(3) Use public sites or structures °T ooth Sor miseun purpoese Se

. sicn 6.——At any time, either pefere or after the slection referred
25 in Secticn L of this ict, the governing tody of a county °T city, or both,
as the case may be, 13y appoint a maseun acmmi ssicn, which shall consist of
seven members chosen with refarence to their £itness for tae sositicn. The
:‘:b:S of a city museun commission shail be residents of a city 11 wnich
sem is or is to te tocated., The merbers of & ccunty zuseud ccmmissicn
shall be residents of the county in which the museum is oFf 15 o -e located.
';'E;":_.cf the m‘:embers of a jcint county.and city museun shall be residents of
bt -tY_a.nd sour zembers shall ve residents of the sounty cutside <he 1imits
T the city. .

___ Section 7.e=Two of the first memders of a mseum commissica shall te

ji'-"f:u:ted fer one year, WO <nall be appointed for twe years and +hree shall
;:.°§r=ln§ed for three years, as detersined by the geverning wedies. Ixcept
o the first members and appointments to £ill vacancies, she zarms of mem=
sers of a museunm commissicn shall De three sears znd uwntil +heir SUCCESSOTS

are appointed and qualified.

A-2



o
[Wn]

fou

Omegon Taws 1953 -

+ion 3.4 vacancy in®the pesiticn of member of 2 museun cemmissicn
311 be Jilled Sy a qualified perscn agoeinted By the governing tody for ine
sepainder of the unexpired term of the appcintee's predecssser in the pesiticn.

Secticn §.—The mexbers of a Tuseum cemmissicn shall receive no cempensa-
s4on as members, but shall be reimtursed fcr expenses incurred in the per-
fermance ¢f their duties and appreved by the chairman of the musewn commissicn.

‘Secticn 10.,-—4 museum commissicn shall:

(1) Elect a chairman and secretary tc serve until the next succeeding
first Monday in January and until their successors are elscted. The 3ecretary
s8]l keep perzanent and complete records of the proceadings of <he museun
comEi SSion.

(2) Adopt rules governing the transacticn of its business.

(3) Prepare and submit zn annual budget and an annual report 0 the
gTvezning body.

Section 1l.——A Museum Commissicn snall:

[
-

(1) Determine the Xind and zlass of Tuseum to be sstatlishad and subms
suzh determination tc the governing bedy.

(2) Investigate and determine the most suitable lecatizn “or the museum
and the adequacy of reads or strests and sariding areas therefor, and submit
it3 groposal relating thersto ic the governing body.

(3) subject to aprroval by the geverning body, arrange for the design
of the museum and preparation of plans therefor.

(L) Investigate and make detcrminations with regard <o such cther
?‘cl.:m_.nary matters in ccnnection with 2z public museum as arz deemed necessary
ar desirable, and submit its proposals relating thersto the zoverning sedy.

(5) When the establishment of a auseum is authorized under secticn 3
of th:.;y 4¢t, and upon authorizing by the zoverning body, prepare bids and
sdvertise {or bid for the censtructicn of <he Droposed ZuSEud.

Secticn 12.--ihen a Museum is sstablished under Section 3 of <his 4ct,
2 mseun commissicn shall:

.(1) Maintain and operate the musoum for and in the name of the count

O city, or -oth.

... (2) subject to the approval of the geverning bedy befcre they tecome
&Jective, astablish and publish rules relating to the cperation of “he
:_-;em, 2dmission charges thereto and the administration of the museun
S%lects in the musenm.

... \3) In conformity with this ruls ard this ict, zct as administrator of
&1 maseum scjects in ‘he museum.
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(L) Zstablish maintenance and operat
the museum presentable and in a proper state ¢

(5) Subject to the approval of the geverning body, advertise the
museun in an appropriate manner.

(6) Compile, print and sell or distributs free of chargs histerical,
cducational, scientific and artistic literature.

(7) Subject to the approval of the governin~ tedy empley necessary
employees and fix +their compensaticon.

Section 13,~—When a museum is established under Secticn J-cf this Act,
a museum ccmmission shall:

(1) Prescribe and publish a charge or charges which may be made for
admissicn to the mussum,

(2) Collect ail admissicn charges and other museunm rovenue, and zay
such charges and cther revenue into the ireasury of the county or city, cr
both, to ve deposited to a soparate account by <he museum cczmissicn as
dirscted by the governing tody.

Secticn lh.—The governing bedy =2y provide feor the pajment cof the
expenses incident %o Tuseum operaticn, care and maintsnance of museum objects,
structurss and greunds, and compensziicn of empleyess By means of annual
budgeting and appropriaticn.

Secticn 15,~-In the case of a county or city museum, and when authorized
by the legal voters of the county or sity voting it a primary electiicn ar
regular general election, the governing sody =ay issue general soligaticn

or revenuc bends of the county or city for the purpose <f »roviding all or
part of the funds necessary to zcquire & museun site or sites and *o senstruct
the museum.

5
P
-

Section 18.—In the case cf a joint county and city zuscum, and when
authcrized oy “he legal vcters cf both <the ccunty znd city voting at a
primary clection cr resgular genmeral slecticn, the ccunty ccurt and city
council may cach issue zeneral cbligaticn Sonds or revenue =cnds :f =
county or city, as the case may Se, Icr the purvose ol zrevicing such
of the funds necessary %c acquires a cuseum site or si‘es znd %o censt
the museum as is devermined by the goveraing -ody.

Seciicn 17.-~The provisions of general law, including Issuance troced-
ures, relating to btond issues of ccunties and cities shall apely %o bonds
issued under secticn 15 or secticn 16 cf this ict.

Section 13,~~The governing Scdy may pledge all cr gart of ruseum
revenues, collected or to be ccilected, as security {cr the payment <of
general obligation bonds cr revenue bonds issued under section 15 cr ssctien
15 of this ict.

Secticn 19,--Revenue oonds issucd under sectica 15 o PR
this Act and pluedges of revenue under csection 18 of whis Act shall nes Te
construed as 3 gencral obligaticn of the issuing ccunty or city. ¢

A-4
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Section 20.—Revenue bends issued under secticn 15 or seciion 19 of inis
Act shall:

(1) Be in such denominations, mature at such times and bear such annual
interest rate as the issuing bedy determines,

(2) Provide for the semiannual payment of interest,

(3) Centain a recital that the bends and interest thereon are payable
only from revenues resulting from museum operaticn and activitles.

(L) Contain a rscital that the bends and interest theraon shall nct
constitute 2 general obligaticn of the issuing autherity.

(5) 3e in such form and %e signed by such official or officials as the
issuing tody determines,

()

Section 2l.—Revenuc bonds issued under section 15 or section 16 of this

Act may:

(1) Have interest coupcns attached, which cougons aced oniy bear the
faesimiie signature of the official or eofficials designated to sign the
coupens,

{2) Contain such other ter=s and conditions as the issuing zcd
. 2
determines,

Section 22,--Whenever joint aciien by a county ccurt and city ccuncil is
required or authorized under this Ac%, and there is disagrecment between the
county court and city council, the matter shall be submitted te 2 judge of
the circuit court for the judicial district in which is located the county
and city, who shall arbitrate and decide the mattier.

Approved by the Governor April 28, 1953,
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APPENDIX "B"

DVENTCRY OF THE CCUNTY ARCHIVES OF CRECCH
NC. 33 - WASCO COMNTY
FETERAL WCRXS AGENCY, WCRXS PRCJZCTS AIDMINISTRATICN
CFFICIAL PROJECT MO, 65-1-3L-25, FEZRUARY 1541

Ixtracts from Abcve Publicaticn

GECLOGICAL

The Columbia River Gorge is not only the zcst scenic leaturs of wWasco
County btut also the zost remarkable of it3 geolcgical fcrmaticns. This
natural-river cross section permits the study of the geolcgical history
cf cne of the chree largest lava plateaus cn the sarth.(18)

Sefore the age of lava flows, Central Oregon was the bed »f the ccean.
In the primary geolcgical epoch two secticns cf the Oregon country appeared,
thrust up from the depths of the sea~~3hoshcne land and the Siskiyou iand.
The former is the name given for the 3lue Mcuntain regicn, which seems <o
have been a premenctcery thrust far into the ccean frem the highlsnds in
process of fermation at the rear. Three hundred miles cff the coast lay
the Sisikdiyou Island, smbracing scuthwestern Cregen and sart of naorzhern
Califernia,

The Shoshcne land ceased te be a part of the Pacific Cocast line with
the appearance of the Cascade barrier, a secticn ¢f the great sea dike
ich rose cut of the ocean frem scuthern Califcrnia tc the Aleutian Islands,
wne tarriar was low at first, but it established a new seaccast, The inland
sea found drainage cutlets or evapcrated, slewly changing tc a system of
great freshewater lakes and lastly to cne stream, the Columbia, and its
tributaries,(19) (Pages é=T7)

GECCGRAPHICAL NAMES

The rname Wasco (2L) is derived from the wWasco tribe of Indians, a
Chincckan tribe, formerly living on the south side of the Columbia 2iver, in
the vicinity ¢f The Dalles, The name wasco i3 said to te %taken frem ih
Indian werd Wacg-o ("cup! cr'smail bow of hern!) referring to a cup shaped
reck near the main village of the tribe,

The name The Dalles (25) is derived from the French werd dalle meaning
flagstene, and was applied to the narrows of the Columbia River, abcve the
rresent city cf The Dalles, by French-Canadian emplcyees of the !Nerthwest
Company and of the Hudson's Bay Ccrpany. The werd dalles signified, <o the
Teyagers, the river rapids flowing swiftly through a narrcw channel cver
flat, basaltic recks.(Page 9) :

; s
The narrows of the river are zenerally knewn as the Zalles of the Columbia,

and *his collective term describes the geographic features f;:m_;ée ;lg_;?cziﬁ
on the west to Celilo Falls on the east, Just 2ast ol the 3ig Zddy is rivemile
Ranids, formerly mown as the Leng Yarrows, the Dalles, cr the 3re=at :?“fs'
T her east is Tenmile Rapids, formerly imown as the Short Harr:ws,ﬁ_;jt-e
sllss

Narrows or, Les Petites Dalles. Prcbably the first use og th? ng:e'.g =25
s in Gabriel Franchere's Narrative, under date of ipril 12, 1814, im ownich
it is smployed to describe the Long larrcws. (26)

3-1
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EXPLORATICN and SETTLEMENT

4 is impessible tc discuss the expleraticn and early setilement O
Wasco County regicn withcut, at the same time, tcuching cn cenditicns
impor+ant in the histery cf the Pacific Nerthwest as a wnole, Long ©
comi~~ of Lewis and Ciark in 1805, the Columcia River and its great &
ari. -The Snake, Clark's Ferk, the Clearwater--served a nurrter of Indian
iribes as their chief route cf travel Detween the Recky Mountains and tre
country west of the Cascade Range. Moreover, near what is ncw the city <f -
The Dalles, the Indians had early availed themseives of a ratural fishing ;
ground so centrally located that it attracted tribes from bcth sast and west.
from the lower stretches of the Tiver as well as frem +he vast Cclumbia hint-
erland, and made the river at this point a market and trading center for
Tndians of the entire Columbia basin. Because of its gecgraghical lccation,
the neighberhood of the old Indian fishing greund in the course of time came
to play ‘an izportant part in the great westward migrations beginning abcut
1813, The obstructicn in the course of the river at The Nalles, cecupying
the position of a gateway separating the eastern part cf the Oregen Couniry
fom tiie western and coastal parts, thus came to be a nctable landmark fer
successive cozpanies of travelers-eexplorers, fur traders, missicparies,
emigrants on their way o the Willamette valley—ia Jact, to whoever passed
this way befcrs the Tegicn itself became ultimately a destinaticn f{or perma=
nent settlers.(Page 8-%)

The first white men to traverse the Wasco region were the explcrers
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark and their companions. Arriving near the
site of The "alles =n October 22, 1805, (27) they nad ccme frem the vicinity
of the present tcwn of Lewiston, Idaho, traveling in pirogues newn and burned
smam the =Tunks of trees, which they had cut near the ferks of the Clear-
water River, Captain Clark himself guided the passage 2L the clumsy cances
threugn the "Short and Leng Narrows! (28) ncw mewn as Tearile and Tivemile
Ray s) while his zmen, stationed at intervals cn the rocks and holding the
ropes made of elk skin, stoed ready to lend any necessary asgsistance, The
passage, which was achieved without mishap, was cf extreme interest to the
“ndians, who steod in a line aleng the narrcw shore of the channel and starsd
in worder at boats and men alike. The equipment of the party, including
<heir scientific instruments was all carried for “he sake of safsty along the
<rail on the north side of the river.(Page 9)

At Celilo, Lewis and Clark fcund throngs of Indians engaged in preparing
a kind pemmican, (29) made from dried, pounded salmon, which was then pressed
and greserved in baskets. At the north end of the Salls appeared a village of
about 20 wecoden houses, L of which upon Captain Clark's inspecticn proved 9
Te a large and commodious dweiling, (30) The wooden ledges cf this community,
which was probably the Indiam 7illage later mown as Wishram, were he [irst
houses built of wood which the party had seen since their departure frem
T1lineis. On Cctcper 25 and 26, 1805, while encacped at Fort Reck (new within
the ¢ity of The Dalles), the explorers were Tisited by two chieftains of the
regien, (31) from whom Clark waa able to take dcwn the vocabularies oI the
Senee-shur and Z-chee-iute tribes. The two dialects, Clark learned, weTe
quite different, notwithstanding the fact that the tribes dwelt within 5 miles
of cne another, (Pzge %) )

The Wasco Indians who occupied the scuthern shere of the Columbia River -
from The Dalles to the mouth cf the Deschutes River, together with the Wishrad
Trdizns on She nerthern shcre of the Columbia, were the most easterly zexters
of ‘“e various Chinookan ¢rites. (32) Situated a shers 4istance ztcve the
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site »f the city af The Dalles, the chief village of the Wascos was just
opposite that »f the Wishrams cn *he ncrth shore, 3cth trites spoke the Ucter
Chinook dialect, (33) and, like cther members of the Chincckan family, travales
for the most part in canoes. The wWasces subsisted Zargely cn fishing cr en
the traffic in fish, (3k) althcugh the wemen spent 3 part cf their time gath-
ering roots and wild berriss, Hunting was wheliy sscendary in the sccneny

of the tribe. The Shahaptin family, (35) however, who inhabited the intaricr
country east of Celilo, were "hworse Indians" and cany of them annually went

to the buffalo country to obtain zeat, Others ameng them came reguliarly +o
Celilo Falls and the Dalles in order to <rade for fish and to enjcy a season
of gambling while visiting with their neighbors, (Page 10)

Because fishing was relatively easy in these "narrows" of the river, and
no doubt also because navigation was halted by the presence of rapids, the
village of the Wascos had become the zreat Indian mart of -he sntire Columbia
basin. "Ten different tribes who reside on Taptate (Yakima) and Cat<eracs
(Xlickitat River), " Clark wTote, "visit these pecple for the purvose of
purchasing their fish, and the Indians cn :he Columbia and Lewis's (Snake)
River quite to the Choppunish (Mez Perce) nation visit them fer “he Turcese
of trading horses, buffals robes for beads, and such articles as they have
not. The Skillutes (Wasco and Wishram) procure the most of their cligth,
lmives, axes, and beads from the Indians from the Norh who trade with whits
people.” (36) The fishing ground of the Wascos was also a stratagic peint
at which to levy tribute on “ravelers, 4ilthough the reputatisn ¢f <he -rib:
and their neighbrrs the Wishrams amcng later visitors was not a vary faverzhle
one, <o Lewis.and Clark and their well-armed cempany these natives zppearsi
°n the whole a peaceable and friendly people.(37) (Page 10)

Cn their westward journey Lewis an? Clark storped among the Wasccs in
order to ingratiate themselves and to insure a friendly reception cn their

Teturn. dowever, although they gzave the natives presents, fad them plenti-

fully, and entertained them in varicus ways, the party had in spi -"-'-«-
blandishments "ill sucksess! in purchasing horses when they ratu :

in the spring of 18C6. Indians at The Dalles were acquaintad wi
tricks of clcse bargaining, Indeed, i% was only after maiing surc
extremely high prices, which wers straightway retracted by the BEY
favor of still higher prices, <hat Lewia and Clark were able %
2crses on which to pack goods for their eastward journey. (39)
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Dr. Thos. 5. Griffith, a resident of The Dalles, Cregon, supplied, at the
request of The Dalles Chamber of Commerce, aXirac:s from publicaticns regarded
by him as raflecting a good histcrical sketen of Tort Dalles.

r. Thos. . Oriffith served as a medical officer with the Corps cf
Zrgineers, United States Army in 1914, He was stationed at Crater lLake, Oregen
during the conduct of a survey for a military highway <o te lccated sast of
the Cascade Mountains., Later he was staticned at Fort Vanccuver, Wwashington
. and then was assigned to service with the Surgeon General, Washington, 2. C.

During Werld War I, he was sent cverssas ané detailed %o *the 3ritish
Army Hospital at the Isle of wWright, far instructicns in war ftime sSwrgery.
He was later in acticn with the 38th British Divisicn in its services in
France. He was deccrated by King George of Ingland, at Buckingham Palace,
Necember 13, 1918 and vested with the Military Cross nfor gallantry on
FEill L1v,

n's militaery
ving the
i3 acknewledged

Or. Griffith has sngaged in oxtensive studies of our natic
history, as well as that of Fort Dalles. 9¥is courtesy in sugpl
foliowing selected extracts from publicaticns of his selscticn
with gratitude.

The extracts are frcm the follcwing publicatiens, Tize did net permit
identifying the publication f{rem which each extract has been sclected.

"Conquest of the Coucr d'Alene, Spokane and Palcuse Indians” =
—By 3. J. Manning

"Ka-mi—akin“------------------—By;ﬂ JS. Spawn

"Oregon Historical Quarterly" - (Date Unavailable)-
Published by Oregen Historical Society,
at 235 S. W. Market Street, Portland, Jregon.

EIE I I R I IR R A 2

Tn 18L8 a military depot and base of supplies was sstablished 2t The Talles 2t
the Methodist mission. The Building, "Perkins House" was cenver<ed into
barracks and was f£irst used for this purpese immediatsl; Zollewing the “hitman
massacre of 18L7.

Military headquarters fer Oregen then at Qregon City.

This spot at the Methedist Mission was called "Wascc-gum! by the Indians: 1%
was later named Fori Lee ia honor of the commander of trecos-—C2ot. H. AL S
lee——and was the beginning of Fors Zzllies.

The Oregon territorial legislature in 1EL3 autherized the Zcverncr o rais
arm and equip 2 company of rifle-men, not o & cecd Tifty men, with captain
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Military History of Fert Dalics 2

and subaliern officers to oe despatched to cccupy +he missicn staticn at The
Dailes and to held the same until reinfercements ccuid arrive here or other
means be taken by the U. S. Government,

Forty-one men voluntesred and organized a ccmpany at Cregon City--Capt.

4. A. G. Lee was chosen captain, Capt. Lee srrived with ten men Dec. 21, 18L8,
at Wasco-pum., To this number was added in Jan. 18L9, men medpilized under Col.
Cernelius Gilliam, maicing 3 total of 250 men at the post.

In April 18L9, Capt. H. T. G. Maxcn commanded the men at the post 2nd in
August of that year, Li. a. T, Bogers.

In 1849 the Mounted Rifle Regiment recruited in Missouri for scrvice in
Oregon set out from Fort Leaverworth, The party was in command of 3revet
col. W. W, Loring and consisted of 500 =zen, 31 non-commissioned officers, and
a large number of guides, teamsters, interpreters, nelpers, and a Zew women
and children. They had 161 wagons, 1200 cules and 700 horses fcr which they

carried subsistence.

A small remnant of this force arrived at The Dalles snroute to Cregon City,
reduced zlocst to starvaticn, the men varsfoot and the norses tco weak %o
carry them. The reliefl party semt out to meet the Jagiment nad failed <o

seke connection., After several days fer recuperation the 2egiment pressed <n,
cne party by land and one by water. 1ne feet consisted of mackinaw Doats,
canoes, & yawl,or 3o ind araft. Trying tc shcot the rapids at the Cascades cn
this raft, six xzen were drowned., The overland party suffered bitter exper-
iences from fcrest fires, steep hills, wern out stoek and “he inexperience

of teamsters who were untrained and voiunteered only te get to the gold fieids.

Tn this same yeoar, 18LJ, the U. S. steamer Mz ssachusetts! trought to Oregon
two companies of artillery under 3rev. Maj. J. S. Hathaway, #ho left one
ccrpany at Astoria under command of Col., 3. H. Hill, and treccesded to Vanccuver
with the other. The force was in all 161 men and oificers.

srior to 18L9 there was no military history of Cregon except that of
volunteers at the Cayuse war, following the whitman passacre.

On May 13, 13850, Col, W. W. Lcring sent Major 3. 3. Tucker Irem Vancouver
with two companies of the Rifle Regiment to astablish a surply tost at The
Dalles. The officers detailed were: Capt. Clairborn, ané Lts. Lindsay, &y,
Ervine and Surgeon C. H. Smith.

They located the present site of the Military Garriscn on the upper vench of
the bluff, pitching their tents on & sand bed under some Pine sTrees.

The centre of the reservation was a tree ahich they blazed with the lett
HG. S.t the extent was made ten miles square--five niles cach way from b
tree. This tract was cut down O five miles squars in 1863,

i anS—-—immi~

The garrison buildings were srected in 1850, One hundrec i
tzbles for the

grants, were smployed to build a mill, guarters for “ne =men,
norses and a cottage for the commanding cificers.
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The barracks wcre leng low buildings with six or 2igns
quartars-—a commissary and guard house, which was likc
the upper part of logs., The soldiers were in <snts until

kS
i t-dcer ceilar,
he =ill was ouilt,

The Rifc Regiment was crdercd to Califerniz in Msrch, 1251 ard relieved 23 &
garrisen oy two ccrpanies of “he First ar<illery under Lt. woeds, ALl buili-
ing ceased as thers wes ample housing far the sixtcen privates, two non-
comzissioned officers, and one licutenant left,

The pest was in cemmand of Major S. S. Tucker in 1320,

In the fall of 1352 “wo ccmpanies X and I, of the famous Lth Tnfantry arrived—
the cormander, Capt. Benjamin Alverd.

™ ; Mot~
., Mzurice 2.7

Capt. Alvord was relieved by Majer Gabriel J, Rains and Cept. !
Forsythe.

they relieved by Majer Gramville C. Yaller and Quartecrmaster

There were then three military posts in Cregen. with Majer Hallsr came three
corpanies of *he 3rd Artillery and the Lth Infantry.

Col, Gecrge Wright commanded the post in 1857 znd 1858, He was
Lt, Cal., Silas Casey of the U. S. Infantry. In 1855 Zapt. H. M.
comrander,

Suring the years 1853, 1356 and 1857 212 Gcvernment ro2d gnitervris
the nands of the U. S. Zngineer Corps. Lt., Jenn withers, L%

and Lt. Geerge H. Mendall were in charge. Cne of the Teczds lscate
Fort Vancouver to For% Dalles,

Major Rains made two surveys of the Fort Dalles reservation. Lt. Montgemery
also made a survey which was not approved, The seccnd Survey by Rains
oxcluded land on the ncrth side where settlers zight sstablish 3 town 2nd
+rading post and included ‘il Creek and i3 Serriicry <a the west.

The buildings erected in 1850 remained uwncha: 24 until 1958 when Capt. Jordan
arrived and assumed cozmand of the pcost, A number 2f finz and showy acusas
were built and slaborate grounds laid out at Fers Delles, iluch meney was
spent in the completion of Capt. Jordan's plans., Later was cxetremely aizh
410,00 per day and lumber was scarcc and mizn in price. wcrkars had larzely
vanished lured by the gold disceveriss in California and at Fer# Cclville.
Hay was purchased in San Francisco costing 277,00 per ten Zclivercd at
The Delles.

Fort Dalles was made 3 beauty spet with its nzndscne zuildings, well XopT
larms and gerdens—an casis for eyes wearied oy the giazre of the desers =
castward.

The commander's house was the pride of the pest and is said %2 have cosu
4100,000. I% was destroyed by fire scme years

-
»
ot
[1}]
£}
.

It stood om the little hill facing the " : dg
7iew of the Columbia river cn *he ncrih {roz Ihc zpid ni
Crate's Point on the west. The crders and rezers sf ths pheot

50's call it the Oregen River.
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.hcnly vuilding crected in 1858 which remains today is
the post surgeen, and is owned by the Cregen Histeric

architect employed by Capt. Jerdan wis rouis Scholl, whe in i3 T

".gho
Sorthe Socisty the original plans of the cuildings.

It is thought that Capt. Black of Co. G, 9th Inf., wno came with his corpany
"45: 1852 was the first temant of the original house uscd by the cemmander.

Wil -

et

any-of the officers who were staticncd at Fort Nallss and others who were
aptsrtained therc as quests as they passcd through The Dalles on their

Exilitary vissions, became famous as generals, serving with great ncmor durin
,?.:he Civil War-—others as nistcrians and writers, and in other ways.

Fyx
£
£In May, 1855, Col., Lawrence Xipp, U. 5. A, was 2 guest at the Fory snrsute to
rwalla walla to take part in the great council with the Indians nel there,
Twnen Gov. Isaac I. Stevens made the famous ireaty with the +rices. He
Leriticized in nis journal the slan of the Fort——thct there was 20 stockade; 2
.lack of compactness and cxpresses ris beliel that it oight casiiy be surprised
- and taken by hostile Indians.

_Fort Dalles was abondoned in 1866 after in existence of sixteen yecrs.

In the days of Fert Jalles the setslsrs of Cregon and the {mmigrants arriving
looked to the army of the U iteod States for protectic asf lives and troperty.
the Incians cutnumbered the whites and had it not been for the fear they held
of +he soldiers Qregen's history would have many blecdy z2g€S and the settle—
- ment of the Northwest veen sreatly delayed.

SOME OF THE MEN WHECSE FEET HAVE TROD THE 30IL OF FCRT DALZES

*Col, Zdward Jevnor Staptoc, of Virginia—graduate of west Paint in 1837;
TITeT service int r.orica against the Indians; in Mexican war, in sommand of a
sompany at Vera Cruz; sromoted for galiantly; made revet Col; srdsred to
Pacific Coast. Was appeinted Governor of Ttah to succeed Srigham Young;
reached Tarcouver, W. T. in spring of 1856; with 2C0 aen was 3.nt, spral 28,

1856, up the river (Columbia) by boat. At Cascades was atsacied by hostile
pand of Indizns. "The troops landed under 2 erisk fire and 2S%er a sharp
fight drove the Indians from their positien, taldng 2 large aumber of sugplies
and capturing zany animals. Tn his official repert cf this ==

Steptce made spccial menticn of the gallant ccnducs of 2nd Zi. Thilip
Sneridan of the Lth Infantry.

Spent the greater part of the summer of 1856 in the vicinity oI the Zakimas;
constructed the Fcrt at Walla wallawthe first barracks and tuilding of that
Fort, undar command of Cel. Geerge wWright wno was stationed at Tort Dalles.
Wwas in command of the Fort until the return of the Wright expediticn; sctired
on account of ill health in 1859; dicd a2t Lynchburg, Va. 1265. -

Tigncron rayLor of the J. S. T.; oern Sept. b, 132¢g; 2
18L6. Appointed Brevet 2nd Licut., FTirst Dragcons, fir

Captain Oliver Hazard Porry Tavicr - was ihe youngest son o2 Commodore Will
fimst scrrice in Mexico;
for gallant and meritoricus scnduct was breveted lst Lieut. z

acr promcicd
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to rank of Captain., He was cngaped in skirmishes with the Indians in the
Red River ccuntry; was assigned to Fert Lane, Cregon, ., . . . . . . .
. e e then to Fert Tamhill and in June 1357 was crdered “¢ jcin *the cemmand
of Col. Steptoe at Fort Walla Walla, In april, 1852, with Cc., H. lst Dragcens,
accompanied by Li, Gregg he teck the drageen horses which had wintered at
Vancouver, from that place to Walla Walla, Met his death Moy 17, 1858, 2t the
hands of Cocur d'Alene, Spokane and Palcusc Indians at the Satile of
Tohotanirme on the Spokane Plain.

William Gastcn—Second Licut.—-Born in N, C. 183L; graduated 2t West Pcint
~050; upon graduation was assigned to duty among the hostile Indians, Fel
at the battle of Tchotcnimme with Col. Taylor. Both bodies were remecved fronm
Fort Walla Walla to Cadets! Cemetery, West Peint in 1261,

Capt. John Mullan — Lieut, Mullan spent four years searching sut a route for
a raciric raiiroad, under Gov. Isaac I. Stevens, from Minnescta to the Pacific
Coast. He was chosen in 1858 to pay out a military road from Fer: Wallz Walla
to Fort Benton on the Missouri river, Mullan was 2 2an of daring, great
activity, courage and endurancc. During his survey of the ncrthern route

one of his exploits was to cross the Continental Divide six <izeas in one
winter and to examine nine passes over the Bitter Root mcuntains. The Northerm
Pacific railroad now follews the ifullan P2ss and the most ncrtherly pass

own as the Marias Pass is follcwed by the Great Nerthern Zzilroczd. . .
¥ullan came to Fort Dalles o recruit his forces for the expediticn -f 1858,
and in May engaged roadmakers, surveyers, ctc, to accompany 1im to Fort

Walla Walla where he was to be given an escert ¢f 55 men., . . Mallan had

gene no further than Five-ifile creek east of Fert Dalles, when news cane %o
him of the defeet of Col. Stecptoe on the Spokane plain, a peint that lay
directly in his route of location., Waiting to receive mere definite news he
improved his time by building a bridge over Five-Mile and cne over Ten-iile
Creeks, and by improving the road from Fert Dalles %c the Deschutes River, . .
Mullan returned to Fort Dalles and disbanded his Company. Generzl ¥. Clarke,
Commander of the Pacific, crdered to the field 2 well-equipped and well-
appointed command under Col. George Wright of the Ninth Inf, 2nd to this
expedition Lt., Mullan offecred his services., He was placed in ccmmand of the
Nez Perce 21lies and served with distinction during *he cammaigzn. He was

very valuable as a topogravhical officsr, recording the plans cf the various
engagements, routes, stc.and drawing zaps of engagements with the Indians. . .
The construction of the military rcad required four years——1858 4o 1962--
under most difficult conditiens,

O

Major Robert Seldon Garnett - - The building of Fort Siscce was placed in the
hands ot fajor Garncit cy Col. Geo. Wright, cemmanding 2zt Tort DJalles. With
Companies G and F of the 9th Inf. the barracks were buils for fcur companias
in the summer of 1856 and Garnett assumed charge of the post Auzust 3, 1856, ,
In August 1858, Major Garmett received orders to subjugate the warlike irides
of Takimas and Wenatchees--he w2s to put to death the Indians who had
mardered four miners who crossed the Natchex Pass that sgring. In this
expediticn Lt. Jesse X, Allen of the 5th Inf, was killed by the Indians in z

rerise attack on their camp. ., . Col. Wright and !Major Garnett had command
of 1,000 men—the largest force sver assembled for hostils purpeses in <he
JYerthwest, . Fort Simcoe was discontinued in 1859

T
<

(XTI 9]

act, Frederick Dent - of Co. 3 Jth Inf., was in charge of Zuilding a rcad
TCR FOrv Simeos to rort Dalles in 1358. He alse served wiith distincticn dur-
ing the Wright campaign against the Indizns follewing the Steptce disaster,

C-3



«a

¥ilitary History of Fort Dai-es o)

Lt. Gecrge B, McClennan = was engeged in swveying 2 Tods &
Tass 1o 1095 and to cxplore passes serass the Caoscade Nountains.
was sbandoned as impossible.

E el
b
The

-
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Ceneral Yenry C. Hodges - Lt. Hodges belonged % Capt, Wallen's Co.cf “hu Lth
ThT. and was Loter with Capt. McClclilan's survey party acting 28 Quarter-

master and Commissary.

General 0. 0. Howard - The first break in the treaty of npeace between the

T—=and The Nez rerce at Wwalla Walla nede iug., 6, 1958 was “ade
later in 1877 when Chicf Joscph 3nd his followers went cn the war

19

zat

years

n.

¢en. 0. O, Howard then in cecmmand at Vancouver was unsuccesstul in capturing
-

Chief Joscph who surrendered to Gen, lHles near she Misscuri rive
Montana after a flight of 400 miles.

t. U. S. Grant - was stationed at Fort Vanccuver and came occasi
Tort Lolles out was never staticned there,

Lt. Gecrge Crock — was sngaged in the oxpedition of 2]
ke Yaima Inaians in 1853, He as ceneral loter subdusd the Snek
Tdzho and Zastern Cregon in 1868-63, A great Indian fignter.

Col. 3cnjamin F. Shaw who crossed the Natchez P2
Ti7T. Srasmus J. aeves of the Ard irt. in comman
“alla.

Lt. Col, Silas Cascy

A u
(2]

r in

1 Zastzra

TT. Jomm O. rrecont who came to The nalles to outfit his expedition dewn

IATOUEA Southorn Jregon.

Lt. Frederick W. Lander, afterward Brig, Genl, Lander
Capt. R. W4. LGrkhanm

Trevet rajor wyse with Co. D 3rd art.

Tovet Maj. ~. 3. oricr of First [ragoons

. WY

T W. A, Slazrter xilled in "White River Massacre."

Major Lugcnocsl o U. 3. Army who aade tcpegraphic surveys - here
TS Gotobiisnca a post at Fort Beise in 1863,

Tt. Michael R. Morgan - Co. X. 3rd Art.

LT, Cuvigr oL, orover - Lander - Doty ind Tinkhaz - builders
Capt. . ¢. cammond, ASST. Jarg. and oniel oI WecwcaL Zert.
fzpt. Jas, a. deraze, Jrd AT,

II. G. 8. oandy of Jrd Art,

TX. P. a. owen, 9th Inf,

T, . ., cender afterwards Goneral in Civil War,

QO
L]
o~

2115 ol J. S. A superintended buil ing Fort Jancouver

A
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?tutnenticated Cepy
;. THE NATICNAL ARCHIVES
Washingten D. C.

Marsh 26, 15L8

" The Homorable Homer D. Angell
House cr Representatives
Washingten, De Ce

ﬁy dear !r. Angell:

This is in reply ¢ your le%ter of March 9, 1948, referred %o
this office by the Library <f Congress, concerning rert Zalles,
Oregcne

The reccrds of the War Department in the National Archives
show that this post was sstablished as Camp Trum on May 21, 1330,
by Companies H and X, Mounted Rifles. It was also referred 4o as
"Fort Drum” and “Dalles of the Colucbia.” The name was changed
to Fort Dalles in July, 1853. The -ecords do not show %hat zhs
post was sver named Fort Lee. The sost was garriscned until the
withdrawal of the troops in lugust, 1866, It was re-occupied in
December, 1866, and finally abandcned cn July 15, 1867,

The following information concerming changes in organizations
stationed at the post to 1357 has been cexpiled from the mcnthly pest
returns. The post was garrisoned ty Cempanies ¥ and { of the Meunted
Rifles, commanded 9y Lieutenmant A. J. Lindsay, until April I, 1851,
when these ccmpanies were transisrred %o Cclumbia 3arracks. we have
found no record of “he fransfer of units of the Mounted Rifles Ifrom
the post to Cregen City. Until September, 1852, the garrisecn zonsisted
of Company L, lst irtillery, or Ccmpanies L and M, lst Artillery,
commanded 5y Zieuternant J. J. Woods. In September, 1852, Companies ¥,
Lth Infantry, and M, 1st Artillery, were staticned at the sost, which
was commanded by 3revet Major Benjamin Alvord. Company M. lst Artillery,
laft the post in Ccteber, 1852, and Company X, Lth Infantry, was the
only company staticned there until May, 1853, when Companies  and 3,
Lth Infantsv, joined temporarily. In Jjuly, 1853, the garriscn consisted
of Companies X and I, Lth Infantry, and Major 3. J. lains succeeded
Major Alvord in command. Companies 3 and L, 3rd Artillsry, were added
in September, 185L4. In December, 1854, Companies G, ¥, I, and X, Lth
Infantry, were stationed at the post. In May, 1855, Comcanies G and 4
were transferred from the post and Majer CGranville O, Haller succeeded
Major Rains in command. From June ¢ Aiugust, 1855, *he gzrriscn
censisted of Companiss G, I, X, Lth Infantry, and ¢ : « Se Augur,
was commanding the post. In 3eptemter, 1863, if of Cempany
L 1try, wish fzjor Haller

AN}

Ly 2rd arvillery, and Ccompanies I and ¥, 4th Infa

o

b
s

(69



-2 -

4p commznd. In Novemter, 1855, Companies C and EZ, lst Drageenms,

B and L, 3rd Artillery, and G, H, I, and X, Ltk Infantry, were
.stationed at the post. In December, 1855, the garriscn censisted

of Companies E. lst Dragocns, L, 3rd irtillery, and I and ¥, Lth
Infantry, Company G, 9th Infantry, was added in March, 1856 In
May, 1856, the garrison was composed of Companies I, lst Lragecnms,

T and K, Lth Infantry, and C, 7, G, and I, 9th Infantry, and in June
of Companies E, lst Drageons, I and ¥, Lth Infantry, and C, 2, and G,
9th Infantry. Major Pickney Lugenbeel, 9th Infantry commanded

in July, 1956, the garrison then consisting of Ccmpany I, lst Jragecns,
Company I and K, Lth Infantry, and Cecpanies 4, C, F, and 3, §th
Infantry. In August, 1856, Company EZ, 1st Dragoons, and Cezpany 4,
9th Infantry, wers stationed at the zost, and in September, 1856,
Companies A and 3, $th Infantry, composed the garrisen. Ccmpanies

D, 3rd Artillery, and 7, 9th Infantry, were added in Ccicter, 1896,
and Major Francis 0. Wyse was in ccmmand. Major Lugenbeel was again
cermanding in Hovember, 1856, when Ccmpanies D, 3rd irtillery, and
i, 3, and E, 9th Infantry, were stationed at the post. The latter
three companies were stationed at the post in December, 13685,
Colonel George Wright assumed comrand in January, 1857. In additier
to him, Assistant Surgsen Joseth 3. 3rewr, Majer Lugenteel, Captain
Trederick T. Dent, Lieutenants Lyman 3issell and ZIdwin Harvie,
Captain Thomas Jordan, Assistant Juartermaster, and Lieutenant James
Tan Voast, Regimental Quartermaster and Assistant Ccmmissary of
Subsistence, were stationed at the post during the mcnth. In

June, 1857, the garrison consisted of Companies i, 3, and X, 9th
Infantry. A Company or ccmpanies of the $th Infantry and cccasicnally
of the Lth continued to be stationed at he pest umtil October, 1861.

We have found no record of a Fort Steptceville, In corder t¢
sxamine the records for companies of the §th Infantry crdered to Fort
Simcce and for Personnel stationed at Fort Dallss, it i1s necessary
that a specific date be furnished.

It is 3 function of the Adjutant General's Cffice, DJeparwment
ef the Army, Washingten, D. C., to furnish statements cf military
service, and it is therefore suggested that you apply %o that affice
for infcrmation concerning Majer Tucker.

very tTuly yours,
/s/ E. 3. Campbell

E. G. Cazpbell
Director, War lecords Zivisien
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Study of Proposed luseum
for
The Wasco County - Dalles City

Museum of Natural History

Introduction : -

A. Aunthority

On Fetruary 10, 1956, the Wasco County - Dalles City
Museum Commission submitted to a graup of Congressicnal
Tepresentatives from Oregon and Washington and to several
government agencies a propesal for the establishﬁent of a
museum of natural history at The Dalles, Oregon, to preserve

archeological, historical, znd nasiral histery values

threatened by existing and proposed water control projects

along the Middle Columbia Aiver.

On October L, 1556, the Commission requested the National
Park Service to make a study of the proposed museum in order to
determine its desirabilisy and practicability. Under the
Park, Parkway and Recreation irea Study Act of June 23, 1936
(L9 Stat. 189L), the Naticnal Park Service is authorized to
2id the several States and political sub-divisions thereof in
planning public park, parkwéy, and recreation area facilities
for the people of the United States. The present study is

made wnder the authority of that act.
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B. Purpose and Sccoe

The purpose of this report is %o present to the Wasco
County - Dalles City Museum Commission an analysis of the
interpretive needs and potentialities in Dalles City and its
environs; an appraisal of evisting interpretive facilities in
this vicinity; and recommendatious pertaining to ultimate
interpretive development and administration.

C., TField Investigation

On Mareh 12-1Y4, 1957, ircheologist P. J. F. Schumacher
consulted with David L. Cole, Acting Administratoer for the Wasco
County - Dalles City Musewum Cormission, in Dalles City, and was
supplied with current information and data pertaining to the
project. During this pericd, part of the time was devoted
. o field inspection of the ;arious potential sites for loca-
ting the museum. A conference was neld with severzl of the
members of the Museum Commission, at which time a general
outline of the type of museum desired and the geographicel
boundaries its interpretation would cover, as well as the
most favorable sites, were discussed.

D. Sponsors of the Project

The idea of salvaging a representative group of the
netroglyphs +o be inundated by the Dalles Dam Reservoir had

been the desire of various interested parties in Oregon and

’

Washington.



The project to obtain Federal assistance in the develep-
ment and administration of a museum of natural history at
The Dalles, to display the salvaged petroglypias and related
materials, first started in 1953, under the auspices of The
Dalles Chamber of Commerce. The Wasco Count? - Dalles City
Museum Cormission was established on July 28, 1953, bty Wasco
County and Dalles City, under chapter 481 of the 1953 Oregon
laws. Dr. John Corbett, staff Archeologist of the Yatioral
Park Service, discussed the matter of a natural histoery
museum with ¥r. W.S. Nelson, Manager of The Dalles Chamber
of Commerce; and National Park Service Directer Conrad Wirth
exgressed his interest in Mr, Nelson's efferts.

Cn Cctober 12, 195L, e, Nelson, acting on behalf of
the Museum éommission, submitted a rsport to the Regional Dir-
ector, Region Four, of the National Park Service, on the
progress of the project to establish a commmity rusewn at
The Dalles., Further conferences.with members of the Chamber
of Cormerce, the Museum Commission, the Hational Park Sexrvice
and various other interested parties were held tiwroughout the
intervening years.

On Fetruary 10, 1958, the Wasco County - Dalles City
Museum Cormission submitted a "Request .fer Establishment of a
Museunm of Natural History and for Recovery and Preservaticn
of Petreglychs in Conjunction with Weter Pesowrces ‘rojects~--

Columbia River System." This request was submitted %o the
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senators and representatives representing Orecon and Washing-
ton in Washington, D.C., to the Corus of Eagineers, the National
Park Service, and other interested organizations znd private
individuals. The museum prospectus was endorsed bty the CGovernor
of Cregon and the senators and representztives of beth States,
as well as by the Wasco County Court, Dalles City, and the
Chamber of Commerce.

The proposal for salvaging the petroglyphs wes firthered
by Senator !forse of Oregon in his statements to the Senate Com-
mittee cn Appropriations on March 1lh, 1556. 'Whea the 1957
fiscal year budget for the National Park Service was passed,
%8,5C0 was set aside by the Service out of salvage zrcheolcgical
funds to have these petroglyphs removed by the Corps of
Engineers. This work was performed ty contract during the
winter of 1$56-1957. An additional group of petroglyphs was
salvaged by funds provided by the Wasco Commty - Dalles City
Museum Ccmmission. These petroglyphs are now in stcrage at
the old Seufezrt camnery wmtil they may be proverly disclayed.

General Descrintion of the Area

A, Location

Dalles City, which is the corporate name of The Dalles, is

the seat of Wasco County. Ii.is located on the south bank of

the great crescent bend of the Columbia River on the north

central Cregen border. Its elevation is 38 leet abovre sea level

-~ ",

in the business district, which cccupies 2 lcw bench zlong the

(14
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water front. The residential section rises cn terraces that
extend southward, with a maximum elevation of 1,0CO feet.

The city is built on numerous wpthrusts of tasaltic rock,
which is the major formation of the surrbunding area. The
present population of the eity is 12,250, and it is the princi-
pal trade center of a large agricultural area in north central
Cregon.

The Dalles is situated 82 highway miles east of Portland
and 126 niles west of Pendleton, and forms the hub of what is
‘Ymown as the Middle Columbia Basin. Besides being strate-
-gicalky located on one of the principal east-west transcombinental
rishways—-U.S. Highway 30, also kiown as the "Cld Cregen Traill-e
it is also situated on a main north-south interior route.

The Dalles is located on T.S. 197, which forms a leg of

U.S. 97 between Canada and Mexico. The main line of the

Union Pacific Railroad pwn3 tirough Dalles City. The great
river of the West, which has become during the last twenty
years a major artery of commerce, will expand in importance
because the new locks in the Dalles Dam have enhanced the move-
ment of inland water craft by providing rapid elevation into
and out of the newly created reservoir. The pool created by
the project substantially broadened the use of the river for

pleasure craft, as well as comercial traific.
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B. Purcose of the Museun

The section of the Columbia 2iver which is known as the
Middle Columbia Basin has been the scene of certain impcrtant
geological and biological events. Since the advegt of man on
this continent, this basin has been a focal point in prehistery
and history.

With the construction of hydro-electric power dams--
beginning with the Bomneville and marching upriver to include
the Dalles, the proposed Jeohn Day, the McNery, Ice Harbor, and
Priest Rapids dams--the landscape of a vast section of this
mighty river and its tributaries has been or shortly will bé
changed. The main channel and its banks have not only seen
the progression of human culturs, but these same banks and cliffs
above them are the book to past geologic times. With the flcod
‘of water created by these dams, the key %o not only the geologic
story but to the tiological and human story as well will be
inundated. These important stories will ®e lost.

During the past years a series of archeological excavations
have been carried out by interested institutions in the Pacific
Northwest, and through the cooperation of the National Park
Service and interested local parties. A vast amount of exguisite
material has been salvaged before the Teservoir waters have
covered up the river ganks which were the focal points of all
Tndian activity. This material is at present in storage,- since
there is no adequate place to exhibit and interpret this stery

properly.
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Also, many fine specimens of Indian petroglyphs have been
collected in the area floeded by the present Dalles Reservoir.
This was ﬁade possible by funds approprizted to the tfational
Park Service and transferred to tﬁe Corps of Engineers, and by
additional funds donated to the Museum Commission by the local
citizens of The Dalles. The specimens are at present in a ware-
house, where few pecple can view them. A museum is needed for
the display, proper interpretation and protection of these
fine specimens of American Indian art, and for the other objects
that have already been collected and may be collected in the
futire. The purpose of the Museum of Natural History is to
interpret the story of the Middle Columbia Basin. The most
effective means of interpreting this story is through a series
of exhibits as outlined below.

The Middle Columbia River Zasin is an outstanding exarple
of geologic action, the great -Columbia lava flow, with ecologi-
cal phenomena occwrring through this geolcgic change. The lava
fields, which bave built up layer upon layer, sre the most
extensive in the nation. The Columbia gerge has cut through
these fields and has exposed these layers to view. The
ecological and geological boundaries have brought about a
particularly interesting environment. Therefore, these
phenomena deserve rroper interrretation.

A museum would serve as a center for these interpretive

activities. The offices and workrooms of the musewrm staff would



be located here. Here, the visitors could cencentrate, for
orientation and an over-all explanation of the troader aspects
of the surrounding area. From here, also, ccnducted tcurs to
the Corps of Engineers® dam could criginate.

A visitor center is needed to interpret tihis area to
which the touring public is attracted. An interpretive center,
well locéted, atiractively designed, and with ample parking
space, would orovide an obvious attracticn for the large mumder
of travelers who pass through the basin arez and Dalles City.
The imperiance of retaining and exhibiting the material re-
covered by archeological and paleontological reéearch, in the
region from which it came, justifies the establisiding of a
musewn at The Dalles.

C. Present Interpretive Facilities

The basin area radiating around The Dalles is 2 poten-
tially excellent tourist center. kot oniy is it on one of the
ma jor transcontinental routes, but it is contiguous to a vast
national forest recreation area., Eonneville Dam had over half
a million visitors in 1955 and the new dam at The Dalles is
expected to have equally as many, if not more. The new reser-
voir created by this dam will be a recreation center as soon
as the Corps of Engineers completes its proposed docking,
parking, and picnicking facilities. The Columbia waterwey
has become one of the great pleasure boating spots of the

region, enhanced by its superb scenery. These recrezticual
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facilities will not only draw nearby pecple from Cregon and
Waskington, but will create an atiractien for our vast popu-
lation of traveling Americans. Passenger vehicles fer 1555
over U.S. 30 in Oregon and 7.5.830 in Wasnington at The Dalles
totaled 2,377,2L0 with over 5,000,000 passengers. Oregon -had
an estimated tiree and a half million visitors during 1956.

At present, the only existing musewnm in the basin is the
Mzryhill Castle liuseum devoted to the display of aboriginal art
and the fine arts. The Surgeon's Quarters of Fort Dalles is an
imteresting piece of period architecture, but it is entirely
inadecuate for museum DUrPOSES. Presently owned by the
Cregon Histcrical Scciety and operated by the Wasco County =
Dalles City Museum Cormmission, it has become a repository fer
local incunabula, and is open to the public for zbout five
months esch year. This building is well worthwhile vreserving

4 visiting, tut it should not Te used as s museum warehouse.
Instead, it should be restored and refurnished in perioed style
and exhibited in adjunct to a wider interpretive progranm.
This,the Museunn Commission eventually plans %o ¢2. There is
a definite need for an interpretation center in this basin area.
What better place than near a large populaticn center, with a

vast visitor potential such as Dalles City?
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mhe 1iddle Columbia Basin Stery

A. Statement of Significancs

The name, The Dalles, criginated with French ryoyageurs"t of

. +he Hudson's Bay Company, who saw a resemblance between the

- dalles) of their native land. The basin through which the

river and the principal arteries of transpor tation pass is a
most fascinating geological, ecological, and historical area.

3. The Geological Story

According to Hertimwest Coast legend, the Columbia River
was dug as an irregular furrow ty Babe, Paul Bunyan's big blue
ox, when he peevisily broke away with a plow and rushed head-
long from the mountains to the- sea.

~ In this region, the geological story commences wifh the
close of the Cretaceous period (60 million years ago). During
this period, the region of the west coast was separated into
two parts by a land mass which had been slowly rising out of
+he ocean bed from Lower California to the Aleutians. This
barrier, lmown as the Sierra Nevada Range in California and
the Cascade Pange in Cregen and Washington, divided the
State into two geologically, geographically,and climatically
dissimilar parts. The region %0 the west became a marine
prcvince,-while the region Lo the east became 2 large inter-

montane basin with an inland sea which the geologists have

named Lake Condon.



During the early Tertiary period (50 million years ago),
there was merely a continuation of this slowly rising move-
ment. Bﬁ late Oligocene and early Miocene time (23 million
years 2go), vast quantities of lava spurted to the surface,

. and flocds of liquid basalt covered eastern Vashington-and
Cregon. This formed the Colimbia lava Plateau, said to be cne
of the larzest and thickest in the world. Gigantic rivers of
molten lava formed the ledges along the banks of the present
Columbia River. Twenty successive lava flows have been

" counted in the Columbia River Canyon.

During the Miocene, the old animal life of earlier epochs
vanished and new types appeared. OCnce again the land rese.
The Cascadian Revoluticn, which was the period of mountain
building during which the C;scade Range obtained its greatest
height, began in the late Miocene and continued through the
Pliocene into the Pleistocene. During this age of volcanism
the Cascades spewed out ashes which drifted eastward with the
srzvailing winds and settled on the Plateau. The increasing
elevation of this mountain barrier shut off esven mcre of the
moisture laden ocean winds, making the Columbia Plateau an arid
desert.

The Pleistocene, or Ice Age, saw glaciers in the Cascades
and along the Columbia River Corge, aamming the Columbia with
jce. Water flowed at a much higher level a% this time, as is

evidenced bty late Pleistocene Indian sites, such as at Five
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Mile Rapids. The ice dam in the gorge formed a vast inland
lake in the basin, called lzke Missoula by the geclogists.
During the late Wisccunsin period the ice dam breke, causing
the hmge Spokane Floced, widening the gerge through the Cas-
- -.cades. Indizn legends still speak of this flood. -
-;i: The two geological lakes (Iake Condon and lake Missoula)
-formed the Middle Columbia basin. The boundaries of this
basin (whicﬁ ;re the logical boundaries ef the Museum story)
are formed by the Cascades on the west, the Klickitat Range
and Horse Heaven Hills on the north, the Blue llowntains ca the
east, and the Columbia Plateau on the south. It ceamprises the
&rainage basins for the Xlickitat, Deschutes, Crecoked and
‘John Day Rivers, and their tributaries.

The Columbia River Corge, to the west of the basin, is
located between Troutdale and Rowena, taking in scme 70 miles
of river. From here to the west, fall the Pacific Coast
plains, and the river enters tidewater. The Middle Colimbia
basin covers an area approximately 180 milas from ezst to
west and another 180 miles north to south. It comprises all
of Wasco, Sherman, Gilliam, Moerrow, Umatilla, Crant, Crook,
Deschutes, Jefferson, and Wheeler counties in Cregen and part
of Kliclditat, Benton,and Walla Walla counties in Washington.
Dalles City is one c¢f the major cities in Cregen and a principal
trading center for this region. NMount Hood, with its heavy

-

tourist travel, and numerous adjoining State and Maticnal
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ferests, with their vast recreational facilities, bound the basin
+o the west, south and east.

The paleontological remains of this region are extremely in-
teresting, and with the creation of the proposed John Day Dam
thefe .11l be salvaged an additional quantity of Eccene material
from the John Day Basin. This valley is famous for its fossil
beds and is an important center for paleontological research.
Oreodonts, rhinoceroses and peccaries were formerly abundant in

the lower lake region of the Jomm Day Valley. The Dalles area
has already contributed a vast quantity of Pliocene material well
worth exhibiting,'foremost among which are the fossils of the
American Camel.

€. The Biological Story

The Cascades form a wall whicﬁ divides the State into %o
sections, sharply contrasting topographically. The prevailing
winds which keep the coast warm and mumid are prevented by this
wall from carrying their moisture into eastern Cregon, making the
Middle Columbia regicn an arid plateau with ten to twenty inches
of rainfall annuelly. The Columbia, Deschutes,and John Day have
cut their deep gorges through Lhis plateau. The climate being
dry and hot in the summer and moderately cold in winter, gives
us a Scnoran type life zone. The seemingly sparse vegetation
(compared to the lush coastal area) consists principelly of

sagebrush, juniper, sego 1ily, and bunch grass. Trees and



large game are scarce. Along the bluffs of *he Columbia,
wild clover, lupines, larkspurs, locoweed, rice root, and
blazing stars can be found.

Meny animals have adaptéd themselves to existence in
tﬁis basin. The basin, as an example of the Sonoran life
zone, has mary interesting species not found eisewhere in
the Pacific Northwest. The most commenly seen mammals in
the basin pastures are jack rabbits, mule deer, and coyotes,
with occasicnal elk and wolves. AL nigher elevations in
the basin, one finds the mountain lion, black bear, wildcat,
badger, and an cccasional mountain sheep and mourtzin goat.
The basin was the range of the great American biscn before
it was exterminated in this area. Aleng the river banks one
finds the beaver, raccoon, cott;antail rabbit, and, in former
times, the seal and sea otter. Lewis and Clark’s expedition
mentions finding seals above and below The Dzlles. The
rodents and regtiles of the area will fall into these tlree
groups of platsau, basin pasture, and riverine fauna.

No story of the Columbia River would be complete with-
oul strong emphasis on its principal animale—-the plsces~—
the king of which is the salmon family. This fish has provided
tﬁe main food supply, not only to the riverine animals along
its barks, but ‘o the homonoids as well. The salmon was the
principal raiscn d'etre of the prehistoric tribes being .

there, and later was the principal industrv for a long reriod



during the white man's occupation of the basin., The salmsn
formed the chief diet and principal trade item of the Col-
unbia Indians. The chinook was the most plentiful, but
silversides, bluebacks,and chums alsc swam the river and its

“- tributaries. These were dried and smoked and were thus

aa

" eserved for long pericds of ‘ime. Besides saimcn, the other
_:::J principal food fishes were steelhead trout, lamprey, and
stwrgeon.

The bird and insect life of the basin is plentiful and,
due to certain foods, it is on one of the principal flyways of
the continent. Some of the more common bird species are the
sage grouse, sage thrasher,and d_esert Sparrov.

The flora is varied and colerful, with the desert
growths such as sage, cacti, grasses, and other desert flowe
ers being present alongside the river growth of tules,

‘cattails, lindens, and sumac.

D. The Human Story

1. The Amerinds

Intensive archeological research on both sides of
the Columbia in the Dalles Reservoir region dwing the
past few years has revealed evidence of numerous succes-
sive cﬁltures in the Middle Columbia basin.

Early man migrated into the region be*.".ween 8000
_a.na 5800 B.C. The nericd from 5800 to LLOO E.C. shows °

transitional cultures. The late culture, 2s seen in mosi



J—
[@o}
I

of the excavations of the region, can te divided into
two periods--the early phase from LLCO E.C. to the tine
of Christ, and the later phase from 1 A.D. to the advent
of white man ca, 1300, The historic period feor these
Indians begins with the Lewis and Clark expedition in
1805-18C6 into the region.

The Dalles was well knowmn for its large population of
Indians during early contact times. It was an ideal meet-
ing ground for the western Coastal tribes, or canoce Indianms,
with the eastern Plateau iribes of Indians who rede the
horse and lived by the hunt. Memaloose Island (Island of
the Dead) was a famous bwrial sround, new covered ty the
reservoir waters.

The Middle Columbia basin region is part of the
larger Plateau area, The Indians were round headed and
of medium stature. Skull deformation, when it occurred,
was an intrusive concept from the coast. The subsistence
of these Indians was based on salmon fishing, hunting, -and
gathering of wild plant products. Without the salmon, the
dense Indian population of this arid Middle Columbia region
would have been impossible. Salmon amd other fish were
speared and caught aleng all the larger ~ivers. (Celilo
Falls, and the other rapids now inundated by the new
resérvoir, were fishing centers wherz thousands of Indians

camped dwring the salmon run,
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The independent villages of the Indians were perman-
ent settlements located zlong the river. The tribe, as
sucﬁ, lacked political unity tut was bound together by
cultural and linguistic similarities. The Dalles was the
meeting place of the Sahaptinespeaiting tribes of the
Middle Columbia basin, such 28 the Klikitat, Umatilla,
Wanapusz, and Walla Walla, who were in contact with the
Wishram and Wascos, the easterzmest group of the Chin-
ookan people of the lowsr Colimbia River and the coast.

The Indians of the river had winter dwellings con-
sisting of circuwlar pit houses with ccnical earth=covered
roofs. These were replaced ca. 1800 by surface houses
of mat covering which Lewis and Ciark saw and described.
Containers made and useé by these people were taskets
coiled and decorated with imbricated designs, or itwined
and decorated with false embroidery. Bark containers
Wwere also used. The principal hunting weapon was the bow
and arrow, with stemmed points of flint and occasionally
of basalt and obsidian. The spear was used for both hunt-
ing and warfare. Stone clubs were commeon. DBone was 21lso
used for arrow and spear points. Spears, neté, and weirs
were used for fishing. The compound-type fishhook was
known, and net sinkers of grooved pebbles have also been
found. Hand mauls and pestles of basalt and granite were

for grinding.



This area was a great gambling regicn and obleng bone
dice were used for this purpose. The steatite and sandstone
tubular pipes of earlier times were later replaced by the
Plains-type elbow pipe. The horse reached the Plateau
tribes about 1730. This increased enormously the contact
of these tribes with the Plains tribes further to the east.
The shovel nosed and sharp nosed dugout cances of the
Coastal Indians were commonly used. Snowshoes were in use
during the winter months on the higher elevations away
from the river.

As fer dress, the Plains-type, tailored skin dréss
made its sppearance in the region prier to white contact
and probably came aleng wit_h the horse and other Plains
cultural paraphernalia. The earlier clcthing was the bark
treechcloth or apron and a bark poncho. Fur and her
leggings were worn in winter., A twined basket hat was
worn Ey +he women. Necklaces, pendants and earrings of
bone, teeth, and shells were worn, with the additional use
of cepper and trass beads, during histeric times.

The major art form may De Seen in the vast quantity of
petroglyphs found throughout the rock faces of the basin.
Their implements and ornaments were deccrated with geo-
metric designs. We find here the blending of the
geometric art of the plateau with the natwralistic art .

of the coast. Conventionalized mman and animal figures
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«Ath accentuated carved ribs have been uncovered in
great quantities at “akemap and other sites.

The dead were buried in {lexed positions in rock
slides and pits. Cremation burials have been fowmd at
The Dalles, although in this area the general means o;
disposal of the dead was by placing the bodies in swface
sheds of wocd. This, again, was a practice common with
the Chinook tribes of the lower Columbia River. Innmma-
ticn was practiced until 1820, but by 18L0 cremation was
the popular method of disposal.

The ethmographic present for the Indians of the Middle
Columbia basin can be placed as 1805-1806, when thsy were
described by Lewis and Clark, and a few years later by
Alexander Ross. The Dalles Indians were mown as rascals
by the early trappers, traders, and settlers, charging
exxhorbitant fees for portage, and being of a thievish
nature. This region, being a meeting grounds fer the )
tribes of the east and west,. wag a great trading market
place for Coastal goods and Platean and Plains materials.
Gambling was a prime means of interchange and a great
activity at The Dalles. Due to white man's diseases, the
Indian population dropped to almost nothing, and now,
with the fishing grounds at Celilo Falls under water, the
last remaining livelihood of these indians has disappear‘ed.

b <

They have now been pushed onto nearby mixsd tribal
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reservations, where they eice ot 2 meager existence
farming and ranching and as lacorers on farms and in the
local canneries.

2e The White Man

The Cregon eountry comprised all the land between the
Rockies and the Pacific Ocean, tetween the Spanish South-
west and Russian America.

The earliest white contact in the Columbia River
region was when Captain Cray entered the mouth of the
stream in 1792 and named the river after his ship. Lewis
and Clark were the fﬁst white men to pass tilwough this
region, in 18C5-18C6. From then on, a constantly increasing
flow of white people came into the area; first the fur
trappers and traders from 1811 to 1841, with the mission-
;.ries close behind, followed by the early setilers from
1839-18L2., Daniel Lee and H. X. W. Perkins established a
mission at The Dalles in 1838. I% wasn't until 1850 that
a fort was established at this site and the first settlers
came to Fort Dalles. Thenceforward the pepulation
rapidly and steadily increased. The Cregon counir? south
of the L9th parallel was acquired by the United States in
1846. In 18L8 the Cregon Territory was established, and
stztehood for Cregon was gained in'185§. Wasco County
at onme time during territorial days comprised the entire’

region from the Rockies to the Cascades--from Califernia
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%o the Columbia River. It was recuced te its present
boundaries of 2,387 square miles when the State was formed.
Walla Walla was the end of the Cregon Trail until

1843, when a roadway was troken along the south bank of
the Columbia as far west as The Dalles, which then becane
the terminus. From this point the journey continued Lty
water. All freighting on the Columbia River was controlled
by the'Hudson's Bay Company until the mid=nineteenth
centwy. In 1859, the Union Transportation Compan s

ter called the Oregon Steam Navigation Corpanmy, started
operating a portage railroazd a The Dalles and eight
small river boats on the river. Henry Villard began build-
ing a rail-cad on the Oregén bank of the Columbia Aiver
and joined up with the Union Pacific in 188L, The modern
Columbia River Highway merely f£o0llowed tke Cld Cregon
Trail 2nd the Union Pacific Railroad tracks. Dalles City
has an excellent old-time venicle collection on the site
of Fort Dalles, which could be incorporated into the
Proposed musewm story.

Industrial development of the region came in with the
railroad. A series of canal locks were constructed in
1915 to improve river transportation around the rapids
above The Dailes; “With the introduction of Irdro-elsctric
power in the 1930's, this region became 2 loczls for heavy
industry, and with the new Dalles Dam the increzse in

industry is a foregone conclusion,
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Besides industry, the region is also noted for its
orchards and ranches. Crain and cherries form the princi-
pal crops, the latter keeping the lecal canneries busy.
Salmon used to be a primary cannery product in the region

oo before the Seufert Cannery closed., _
v. {fhe Museum

A, = The YMuseun Site

On April 30, 1956, the Wasco County - Dalles City Museum
Commission submitted to the National Park Service a2 "Report
of Sites for Relocation and Placement for Public Display of
Petroglyphs from the Area Within the Reserwvoir Area of The
Nalles Dam!, In this report the Cormission proposed five
possible si‘bes for relocating the salvaged Dalles petroglyphs.

The Tiew Park Area, Nos. l. and 2 sites, are on the Cregon

- shore low lands opposite the dam, View Point Site Area NHo. 3
is on an elevated point overlooking the dam on the Cregon side.
Threemile Site Area No. L is a small coulse on +he Washington
shore near Lhe dam axis. Spedis Caryon Site Area No. 5 is in
Washington, not far from the site of Petroglyph Canyon, where
the Tndian rock art formerly stecd. Each site was fully ap-

- praiSed, with its pros and cons, and photographs of a few of
the sites were included in the report, along with the site
location on a plan of the area. The latter two sites are too
far removed from the majorA highway traffic and from the center

of tourist activity, as well as from the city, to te considered

as potential museum sites.
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inspected each of the proposed sites with ¥r. Ccls. 7They zgreed
that View Point Site Area No. 3 was an excellent site for the
mosewn and for displaying the petroglyphs. FHere, the Corps of
Engineers has constructed a viewpoint for the Dalles Dam
;&jacent to the former Seufert property. This viewpcint is ca
a.Mlltop at ca. elevation 230—?1'.0 feet, overlooking the high-
way and Columbia Rivar valley f£lowing 1C0 to 150 feet below.
& 1500-foot approach road has been constructed ty the Corps of
Engineers, which leads up to a fine parking area sufficient for
100 cars. The viewpoint entrance crom U.S, Higheay 30 is
aprroxinately one-half mile east of the juncture of U.S. 30
and U.S. 167. Besides its excellent advantage as a sceaic
viewpoint, there is also a natural rock face against which the
salvaged petroglyphs can be displayed. At the present time,
this viewpoint site has an outdeor exhibit by the Corps of
Engineers shoyﬁng details of the dam construction. A mass
grave covered Uy a memorial plaque has been placed at one
gide of the parking lot. Here, the bodies of Indians, for-
merly located on Crave Island in the river, have been
reinterred by the Corps of Engineers.

The site is now the property of the Corps of Ingineers
which has stated that a long term license-of-use could te ob-
tained by the Museun Commission for purroses of constructing a

ziserm of netural histery here. Utilities 2re rezdily avzilsble,
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This site, it is felt, is an ideal locaticn for the museum

from the standpoint of accessibility for the touring putlie,
pleasaniness of terrain, and the leas: expensive fron the view-
pﬁint of site preparation and construction costs. There is also
plenty cf land available for further expansion, outdoor dis-
pl&y;, etc. This proverty would provide an area adequate for
the proper interpretation and protection of the museum and

its interrelated facilities.

However, if the nrovosed pian for the Dalles Dam Area View
Park is still being considered as a prebable future develorment,
misemm rlanners of the National Park Service believe that the
Area 3 locaticn is Loo far removed from what would be the
concentrated area of visitor use, Experience has shovm that
visiter usé of small museums tends to decrease when the musewnm
is isolated in relation to other visiter attractions. The
development of a large recreational area across the highway
from Area 3, with entrances seperated by a half-mile of a
major U.S. highway, would be a decided and even hazardous
barrier between these two areas of visitor use.

Although site preparation costs, at present, would be
ccnsiﬁerably greater, and development cf the entire area might
be more time-consuming, it is believed this should not deter
¢cusideration of locating the museum in the proposed View
Park, Frrthermore, althcugh a natural -ock face is a highly

desiratle backzround for the exhibition of the petroglyohs, the



museum planners believe it is not zs necessary a requisite
for the museum site as is the close relationship of museum
and other visitor use facilities,

7 Another criterion, which should be considered in locating
tte museum, is its relationship to the"assembly point for visi-
tor towrs of the dam, the locks, and the power building,
In#smnch as we do not have information on how these toufs will
be conducted, we feel cempetent only to raise this question
rather than make a specific recomnendation,

3. The Museum Plan

The museum building would be a cembined exhibitien,
storage,and laboratory building, It would be the crincipal
center of visitor concentration--the first place they would
Stop, and the place where they would spend most of their time.
It would serve as an orientation and infermation station, as
well as an interpretive center, The over-all story of the
Middle Columbia basin would be told here, and visitors would
be encouraged to viéit related exhibits a2t the dam, the Fort
Dalles Surgeon’s EHome and other nearby points of interest.

After consultation with planners in the Westera Offics of
Design and Construction, we suggest the following space require-
ments and possible cost. 'Local conditions may véry these

figuwres somewhat.



Exhibit Room = 27CC sg. ft. @ $18 L8,6C0

Preparation, Cffice, Laboratery, and
Cocllection Storage - 15C0 sq. ft.

€ ¢ 21,CC0
Public Toilets and Mechanical Equip-

ment 600 sq. ft. € $35 21,C00
Auditorium (150 seats) - 1250 sq. fto

@ $20 25,000

: $126,L00

Architect - Plans and Supervisien 15,000

Total construction cost T1LI,LC0

Exhibits - Planning and Construction 50,000

Furnishings and Egquipment
(Lobby. Office and Storage) 20,000
TOTAL COST 521L,LC0

This fizure does not include site preparation, land-
scaping, or land acquisition costs, which we presume are teing
berne by other programs.

The outside walls could be of native reck masonry veneer,
with plaster on the interior. Inside walls could be of pumice
block, with most of the partitioning provided by false walls
for exhibits installation. Windows would exist only in the
wtility section, except for a large picture window everlooking
the river, in the entrance lobby. Tile floors and acoustical
tile on ten-foot ceilings would be requisite. The auditcrium
should have a minimm 16-foot ceiling. The tuilding would te
heated by electric paneling in the winter and should be air

conditicned for proper sumer comforv.
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