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Since the establishment of the Independence of the LatinAmerican States, no year has passed in which they did not increase their
trade relations with foieign nations.

The prominence given to the Third

International Conference of the South American States; the postponement
of The Hague Peace Conference; the subsequent appointment of representatives from every country of the new world to appear in council with state
men of the older civilizations for the consideration of international
questions; the arbitral settlement of interstate difficulties; the opening of the Tehuantepec railroad; and, lastly amd most important in this
issue, the immense impetus given to commercial intercourse with the nat-

ions of the world---all this unites to indicate the position taken by
Latin America.

A consideration of the material aspects of the condition of bus
iness done by Brazil shows that she ranks first in the production' of rub -

ber and coffee.

It shows that Mexico stands alone in the production of

silver and is second only to the United States in the production of copper, while Chile practically furnishes the world with nitrate.

Then

comes the Argentine Republic with its well known cattle and other livestock supplies, and the whole number of the little countries thrown to-

gether in the output of tropical fruits which are on the trade list of
most every nation.

The value of the trade of the Republic with fOreign

nations during the years 1905 and 1906 amounted in round numbers to
02,000,000,000, including import and export.
In the past, however, the United States has been one of the

In the past, however, the United States has been one of the
nations that has not had a very great amount of.trade with these
countries.

It might be roughly estimated that she has done about 16%

of the entire trade, but every year more extended relations of commerce
are being noticed by the department at 7ashington.

The twenty little

South American Republics stand enumerated as follows:

Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Equador, Guatemala, Haiti,

Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Salvador, Uruguay, and Venezuela.
These republics are of late years nwn'elaino' to the fact that

their commercial scess is in no little respect dependent upon the
attitude of foreign nations, and that in order to obtain the 'nest re-

sults from these nations, they must maintain a peaceful attitude to all
business relations.

In conseinence of this fact, they have created ne

departments and it is for the purpose above named, namely: to see that
the treaties are honestly fulfilled between their nearest neighbors anti

then to approach the more distant ones; in this way they learn that to

import to any advantage, they must also export so as to make it worth
while forother nations to trade with them. While increased imports are
usually an indication of prosperity on the part of the consuming natio
it is not, however, desirable that the greater proportion of the in-

crease should be in articleS of consumption rather that in articles of
reproduction.

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC.

The advance of the Argentine Republic in this regard is sho
by the fillet that ten years ago, articles of actual consumption repre-

sented 67.2% of the total imports and those capable of reproduction
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or development 32.8%.

In 1906 however, the former class of imports

figured for 45.5% and the latter 54.5%, which shows an increase in those
articles that are always a gain to the importer.

Of the total imports

to the Republic, the United States furnished 14.62% and received in ex
change only 4.87%.

This latter statement often gives rise to the feel

ing that the United States is not getting her share of trade with the
Latin Republics, and is unable to compete with the nations of Europe except in a few special lines of goods.

Even men of influence in those
But the very worst kind of this

countries are wont to express this idea.

pessimism is that which is gaining among those who know little and investigate less in our own country.

One has but to look in anyof the late

magazines of recent years to notice this fact.

The fact is, however,

that it is safer to judge the United States in her success with the

Argentine trade, by making use of our wwn export statistics and those of
various Eurppean countries rather than the impbrt statistics of Argentina
At the same time it might be well to note that the exports from the Unite
States have increased 100% while those of

the United Kingdom 26% and France 2%.

Germany have increased 50%,

Such progress as this can hardly

be called "unsatisfactory".
BOLIVIA.

Bolivia's commerce with the United States has grown immensely
in recent years and of the Bolivian imports valued at at total of 1,13,

377,000, the U4ited Sates has furnished goods to the amount of ,t756,000
or 5.6% and received in exchange her share amounting to 1,)27,000 or 13%

of the total exports valued at $20,000,000, and these statistics show a
marked increase over those of former years.
fifth place in the imports of Bolivia.

The United States is given

The population of that Republic

1, very sparse being about 1,800,'00 or 2 and 1/2 persons to the square
mile.

In the list of exports of Bolivia may be found minersls, tin,
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silver, copper, bismuth and other prodhets, while under the head of forest
or natural exports are, rubber, cocoa, chinchona and other varieties-of
products including tropical fruits.

Both imports and exports are stead-

ily showing a remarkable growth as seen by the fact that during the last
five years she has increased 26q, over the five years previous to that
time.

In official figures, the exports that go the the United States are

given at a total of s'120,90while the nilean figures of transit trade
from the single part of Antofagasta show that <1,791,000 worth of goods go

to the United States.

probable that about ten times the

Thus it is

amount given in the total official figures go to the United States.

Here

is another reason why the United States is thought to get less than her
share of the trade of this country.

However, the importations are of much

greater moment to us than the exports from that country.

The status of

goods entered in the commerciol relations of the larger nations is very
carefully determined, so that we find that only 131!, of the total imports

of Bolivia are reckoned as of " origin unknown".

The imports from the

United,States are figured at about 00,00, which is perhaps unfterestimated.

BRA7IL

Statistics show that Brazil has gained perceptibly in the commerce of last year.

Trade values of 1906 were aggregated at N30,000,000

as compared with 1,370,000,000 in 1905.

Brazil's chief exports are: coffee,

at 1,135,000,000, rubber at 170,000,000, hides at '19,500,000, herva mate,
at

,543,987, cotton at V3,000,00 and cocoa at $5,500,-)^0.

without doubt the largest of Brazil's exports.

Coffee is

The United States takes

about 3/4 of this product while Germany and France are also very heavy
purchasers.

The United States is given about third place in the trade with

this country and even fourth in many of the minor products.

The general

opinion in Brazilian markets in regard to the position of the United
States touching that country's trade relations with Brazil, seems to
be that she has lost ground, so to speak, in the last few years.

How-

ever, there are reasons for doubting whether such an opinion is strictly correct.

It is true that England has a larger importiltion from

Brazil than we have, and it is also true that we have lost some trade
there in recent years; but these facts might be given too great prominence.

absolute.

The real questions of success or failure are relative, not
Tables of business done between the countries of Brazil and

the United States show that our trade is increasing more rapidly than
England's, and the outlook is not altogether discouraging.

It is shown

that while our exports to Brazil have declined, those of the countries

of Europe have also declined, with the dingle exception of Italy which
has gained about 13%.

Foodstuffs, wines and other provisions constitute

the chief importation trade cf Brazil, and her total importation ffom all
countries show, in the last year, a decrease of 17%.

why the bulk of the Brazilian trade goes to Europe.
fact that the Brazilians have traded in Europe 7)o °c:

Thereltarehree

reasons

The first one. is the
they had ti,c ol)por-

tunity of trading with the United States, and naturadly they are a little
slow in throwing off this established custom.

The second reason is, that

the American goods, especially machinery, are of a much better quality

and consequently higher priced, and that is just where Germany gets her
foothold, because she makes a cheaper grade of commodities.
reason, perhaps the most important

The third

is because the American exporters re-

fuse to extent credit as freely as do the trans-Atlantic competitors.

Chile, like Brazil, has a balance of trade in her favor although
not to a very great amount.

In 1906 her exports amounted to $97,000,000

.
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CUBA.
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COSTA RICA.

of Cista Rica very much im7e find the financial condition
To this countmonetary system.
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In this growing import the

United States has played a more important part year by year, and its
share has increased from a bare superiority over that of England to an

excess over England, Germany and. France combined.
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

The Dominican Republic made about $2,000,941 in the exchange
of commerce with the United States and other nations last year.

Of the

total value of trade of $10,000,000 the United States got 57.8%, the next
nation being Germany with 27%.

The very neticable feature of the year's

trade was the marked -:noreased of imports, chiefly of merchandise and
food supplies.
GUATEMALA.

The United States furnished Guatemala with 39.55% of her imports
'in 1905, that being the latedt statistics of the commercial relations now
existing between these countries.

The United States made a little in the

trade with this country as her exports to Guatemala were valued at $2,980,
020 and the imports from that country were valued at $3,822,072, while it

must be borne in mind that other important participants in Guatemalan
were England, Germany and France.

trail'

The leading imports of this country were

foodstuffs of various kinds.
HAITI,

Easily the majotity of the imports into Haiti come from the Unit
States, England, France and. Germany in the order named.

In the exchange

trade with this country again the United States has made a gain by importing at a value of $1,036,303 from that country exporting to it at a value
of $3,266,452.

The leading imports from this country are: cotton, sacks,

machinery and iron work, while the items of export to this country are/
provisions, kerosene, drugs, leather, carriages, shoes and rice.

The ex-
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MEXICO.
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This is a :trUth often

before we can
lost sight of, but one which it is essential to recognize
foreign marmake any progress in the understanding of our treatment of
The reluctance on the part of American producers to seize whit
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charged to any
appear to be opportunities for foreign trade must not be
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The immense success which they have ob-

tained in home markets, and in those foreign markets to which they have
given serious attention, confirms their world-wide reputation for skill
and farsightedness.

But before they bring these qualitidls to bear in

a campaign for new markets they bust be convinced that the new course

isi

better worth while than the particular one they are already pursueing.

