JRAGt g, ' A o L/

THFORMATION REPORT
Propesed Abalone Trangplant into Oregon

Recently while in Californis I had opportuni
fish hatchery. Thls hatchery is privately ewned by three Mﬁm who
‘have both the money and inclination to ploneer in the fisld of shellfish
culture, One of theso gentlemen offered: to give us about 100 cne-inch
red sbalone to experiment with in Oregen. The purpose of this report is
%¢ cutline & propesed pilut study on the introduction of juvenile red
abalone and regulations needed to implement this study.

~ 3alone in Oregon

The red sbalome in Cregon was first reported in 1955 in the Brockings
ares. In 1957 this animal was reported from nexr Coos Bey. In 1558 the
Fish Commission entered into a contract sgreement with two commercial fishere
wen to axplore for commarcial comcentrations of red abalens, At the end of
four years of work the shellfish staff and commercial fishermen had fouand
1linited numbers of red sbalone from Brookings to Cocos Bay. No red abalone
were found nerth of Coos Bay, however & few northern green abalons were
found in the Newport and Boiler Bay areas. In 1962 the comtract agreement
was terminated snd only limited work since then hss been conducted by the
staff,

mmom%mmrmmmweum_aw
ared-—-ppecifically Whale Cove., This proposal is based on several considere
ations. The Washington Department of Fisheries recently transplanted 40O
adult red abslons into the San Juas Islands, These anilmals survived and
did well until discovered by SCUBA divers. Red abalone do well in the San
Francisco Bay arec where water temperstures ave quite comparabls to those
in the Hewport - Depoe Bay area, The red abalone has a short 5.7 day free-
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swimsing periocd, A% the ond of thisz pericd it must setile out in an ares
of rocks and slgae. The srea north of Coos Bsy is devoid of suitable
habitat, being composed of sand beash for many miles, This msy constitube
a nstural barrier to ihe northern distriiution of the red sbalone,

The proposed site of planting in ¥hale Cove has several advanlagem
(1) limited access because of privete cwnarship of the land surround
ares {local property owners contacted were enthusisstic sbout the idea);
{2) whals Cove covers a limited arsa of 15-20 aares that can be essily de-
finedy (3) 211 of the knowm foods of the red sbalone occur in abundance in
the aresy and (L) rocky reefs mma are in the area for suitable
"home spots.®

Wo recammend transplanting 500 juvenile red abalone into Whale Cove
for & pllot study to deteraine the fessibllity of introducing this specles
into north-central Oregon.

There sre two ways that the latroduced abalons can be protected:

(1) bring them in and quietly plact thes without publieity and hope that

no one discuvers them; or (2) close Whale Cove to the harvesi of all shelle
fish and fish by any means &m&mm&@m The latter appreach
seems the most desirebls, The abalone would be protected from divers and
loft undistuwrbed so that we would have a better ides of survival and growth,
In sddition we oould obtain waluable publicity and improve our public image
bty conducting this program, The estimated cost of this program would be $100,

If the program proved succeszful and the animals maﬁrmm
we could eventually have either & perscnsl-use or commercial fishing on this
‘m“. if they grew well, but did pot reproduce successfully, an "squa-

“ealturs® type of operation wight be considered.
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The red ibalazm was first reported in Oregon in 1955, Since then

it has been found as far north as Coos Bay. It is believed thai a physiecal
barrier limits distritution beyond thls polnt., Weter temperetures and food
supply eppesr to meet the requirements of this specles in the Newport -
Depoe Bay svem,

 In view of the foregolng 1t 1 the staffs recomendaticn thets (1)

we buy 500 juvenils red sbaleons st S-ceunts each for transplanting into Whale
Cove for 8 pllst study to determine the fessibility of introdueing hatohery-
reared abalone into Oregong and ;(E} whale Cove be closed to the harvest of
21l fish and shellfish, exsept by hook and line, to protect the imtroduced
abalone during the pllot study, The cost of thls project would be sbeut $100,
vhich includes eost of the abalene, transportation, planting, and observaticm,

€. Dale Snow
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