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Background Research

According to the Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network 

(RAINN):

• 1 in 6 women (in America) is estimated to have been a 

survivor of rape or attempted rape

• 80% of rapes are committed by someone known to the 

victim  

• Every 73 seconds sexual assault occurs 

This project asks: why is the sexual harassment, assault, and 

abuse of women seen as normal & why does this problem 

continue to occur?



Project Statement

We live in a world today where it doesn’t come as a surprise to hear about a girl being roofied at a college party. It 

isn’t shocking to find out about how your friend was sexually harassed by an older man at work. The question no 

longer is if you’ve been assaulted but rather, when. We are taught how to avoid being sexually harassed, assaulted, 

and abused, with solutions such as wear more clothing, don’t go out alone, and carry a weapon.

Why is it we have to take part in these daily actions? Why does it fall on the shoulders of women to avoid being 

assaulted? Focusing on personal stories and experiences told by women, #ustoo serves to document the 

normalization and prevalence of the sexual harassment, assault, and abuse of women in today’s society, while also 

proposing the question: why are our lives being shaped by perpetrators and through a society who doesn’t hold 

these aggressors accountable?



TW: includes stories of sexual harassment, assault, and abuse



Pairing survivors' transcripts with photographs, #ustoo is separated into three 

main groups of work: Places, Weapons, and What Were You Wearing?



Places

Photographing the locations where women were sexually harassed, assaulted, and/or abused



From the Places section of #ustoo, 40” x 27,” 2021











Weapons

Depicting the weapons women carry and self-defense mechanisms that they take part in, due 

to fear of assault, demonstrating the guarded nature that many women experience in their 

day-to-day lives













What Were You Wearing?

Documenting women wearing clothing that they were sexually harassed, assaulted, or 

abused in, this body of work references the questioning and disbelief that many survivors 

experience from others as they talk about their stories, while also addressing the common 

misconception that a woman’s clothing plays a deciding role in, if not encourages, these 

violating acts












