Information Report # 1,@

Rewport GCity Blﬁur Outfall Cbservations

" In the past several meontha H«wport residente have couplained abnut
odors on Kye Beach, adjacent to the Wewport sewer and Georgia Pacific
outfalls. Several groups contend that the odor results from sewage, others
maintain that 1t is Georgias Pacific's waste materials. The Newport oity
engineer has been instructed to investigute the problem. I fewel that A¥ i
our duty at this time to report on obmervations that we have unde in :
conneection with this problem.

- Whilu‘mlking cealagiqnl studies at several stations in the vicinity
of the sewer cutfall we had occasion to make the following observations.
During the summer of 1957, 9 observations of the area were wmade and 11
cbservations in 1958. On 3} ocecasions in 1957 and twice in 1958 1% was
found that the mid-beach and lower tide levels were littered with bumsn
sewage. On occaslons this was so bad that it served as s deterrsnt to oud
work., However, this problem is only intermittent, apparently related to °
wind and tidal ocurrents. Although, on ocoesions our stomaghs were somewhat
queagy, odor was & minor problem. On the very upper besch limits a strong
cdor resembling hydrogen sulfide was noted on oscasions. It was belisved
that this was caused by sewage overflowing from septic tanks of metels and
homes located direetly above the beach.

Of grester impurtanen than oder ig the problem of health nnd oathetic

values, In the ares of the outfall we have in fair abundance, four shellfish

species that can be used for food if they are not exposed to sewags. They
are; (1) rook-boring clems (Pholadides penita) alse lmown as piddecks or rock
oysters; (2) sea-wussel, (Kytilus californianus); (3) littlenssk clame
(Protothaca staminea) alsc ¢a butter elams; and, (4) Dungeness orabs
{Canger giginﬁnrj. The sffeet of sewage wpon crabs is unknown, however, the
other animais are fllter feeders and it 18 possible that these animals could
acoumulate pathogenic organisas from human sewagse. It iz well established
that these animals can accumdlate E. coli. Whenever asked about utilisation
of these animala for food, I find 1t necessary to reccmmend that thay be
avoided in the Nye Besch area.

Many people 1like to wander through the reef areas, gathering starfish
and observing the Myriad forms of marine 11fe, Cartainly, the cocurrence
of raw sewage does not enhance this form of beach ubtilization.

It would sesm to this investigation that some other method of sewage
disposal would be most desirable from a health, ahollfish wtilisation, and

* sethetie point of view.
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