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WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D. C., December 6, 1897.

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a letter from the Chief of
Engineers, dated December 1, 1897, together with a copy of a report
from Capt. W. L. Fisk, Corps of Engineers, dated October 15, 1897, of
a preliminary examination made by him, in compliance with the pro.
visions of the river and harbor act of June 3, 1896, of Yaquina River,
Oregon.

Very respectfully, B. A. ALGER,
Secretary of War.

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS,
UNITED STATES ARMY,

Washington, December 1, 1897.
SIR: I have the honor to submit the accompanying report, dated

October 15, 1897, with map, by Capt. W. L. Fisk, Corps of Engineers,
of the results of a preliminary examination of Yaquina River, Oregon,
from the town of Yaquina to head of tide, including Big Elk River to
Sunset Quarry, made to comply with provisions of the river and harbor
act of June 3, 1896.

For reasons given, Captain Fisk is of opinion, which is concurred in
by Col. 0. R. Suter, Corps of Engineers, division engineer, and by me,
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PR,EI"/IMINABY EXAMINATION OF YAQUINA AND BIG Ei]K
BIYEBS. OR,EGON.

IATTER
FROM

TFIE SECRETARY OX' WAR,
TRANgMITTING,

FROM THE CIIIEI' OP ENGINEEN,S, REPORT OI.
or' YAQUINA AND BIG EIJK RMR'S, OREGON.

W.ITEI A IJETTER
E:rAMINATION

Dncnursn 8, 189?.-Rsforrocl to tho Committeo on Riverg anal
to be printetl.

Harbors ancl orclorotl

Wln DnplnrMnNr.
Wash'ington, D, C., December 6,7897,

Srn: I havo the honor to inclose herewith a letter from the Chief of
Engineers, dated December 1, 1897, together with a copy of a report
lrom L)apt. W. L. Fisk, Corps of Engineers, dated October 15, 1897, of
a preliminary examination made by him, in compliance with the pro-
visions of the river and harbor act of June 3, 1896, of Yaquina River,
Oregon.- 

Very respectfully,

Tho Spnl.nnn, ol. 'xHE

R,. A. Alenn,
Secretary of War.

Housn oF REPRISENTATTYES.

Otrrcn oF TEE Osrnl oF ENGTNEERS,
llnrrno Surrs Anlry.

Waslt ington, December 1, 7(J97.
Srn: I have the honor to submit the accompanying report, tlated

October 15, 189?, with map, by Oapt. W. Ir. Fisk, Oorps of Engineers,
of tlre results of a prelirninary examiuation of Yaquina Riverr Oregon,
from the town of I/aquina to head of tide, including Big Elk River to
Sunset Quarly; made to comply with provisions of the river and harbor
act, ofJune 3, 1896.

For reasous given, Oaptain X'isk is of opinion. which is concurred in
by Col. O. E. Suter, Corps of Engiueors, d.ivision engineer, and by me,



2 YAQUINA AND BIG ELK RIVERS, OREGON

that these streams are not worthy of improvement by the GeneralGovernment at the present time.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN M. WILSON,
Brig. Gen., Chief ofEngineers,

U. S. Army.Hon. B. A. ALGER,
Secretary of War.

PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF YAQUINA RIVER, OREGON, FROM THETOWN OF YAQUINA TO HEAD OF TIDE, INCLUDING BIG ELK RIVER TOSUNSET QUARRY.

UNITED SPATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
Portland, Oreg., October 15, 1897.GENERAL: I have the honor to submit herewith a report on prelimi-nary examination of Yaquina River, Oregon, from town of Yaquina tohead of tide, including Big Elk River to Sunset Quarry, made inaccordance with river and harbor act of June 3, 1896, awl Chief ofEngineers' letter dated June 16, 1896.

The town of Yaquina, the lower limit of this examination, is locatedon the river about 3 miles above the entrance to Yaqniria Bay, andthe "head of tide" in Yaquina IRiver proper is about 23 miles abovethis point.
Big Elk River joins the Yaquina about 4 miles below the head oftide and is itself susceptible to tidal influence to "Sunset Quarry," adistance of 4 miles above the confluence.
The river at the town of Yaquina is about one-fourth of a mile wide;at Toledo, 9 miles above, about half that width; at Elk City, nearmouth of Big Elk River, only 100 feet in width.On this stretch of river there are five shoals, having a depth of about2 feet at time of low tide, but which do not form serious obstructions tonavigation, in that the average range of tide at Elk City is about 6 feet;hence ample depth to meet the demand of commerce may be had onthem for several hours twice in each twenty-four hours.Yaquina and Big Elk rivers above their confluence are from 50 to 75feet in width, each very crooked and shoal, and at points impassablebecause of snags, and they are believed to be unsusceptible to improve-ment for navigation except during time of freshet."Sunset Quarry," on Big Elk, is only a quarry in name, as less than50 tons of rock have ever been taken from there, and as this same rockmay be found at other points below Elk City, it is thought this quarrywill be of little commercial valueat best insufficient to warrant theimprovement.

The general character of the land adjacent to Yaquina River is roughand hilly, unsuitable for agriculture, and its principal production isbuilding stone. A large portion of the commerce on the river duringthe past fourteen years has been that of rock transportation by theUnited States from quarries near Toledo and Elk City to the jetties atthe entrance of the bay. Scows, 30 by 100 by 5 feet draft, have gen-erally been used in transporting the stone, and in all several hundredthousand tons have been delivered and no especial difficulty experi-enced on the shoals.
The above would seem to indicate that the river in its present con-dition is sufficiently navigable to meet all demands of commerce, presentand prospective, and therefore Yaquina River and its tributaries are
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ot believed worthy of improvement by the General Government at the

present time.
herewith is submitted a sketch of the portion of Yaquifla River coy-

ered by the examivat10L
Very espectf1.ilhY, your obedient servant,

W. L. PisIc,

ft

Captain, Corps of Engineers.
Brig. Gen. JOHN M. WILSON,

CJifof Engineers, U. S. A.
(TbroU the Division Engineer.)

lFirst orsement.l

- U. S. ENGiNEER OFFICE,
PACIFIC DIVISION,

San Francisco, Cal., October 19, 1897.

Respectfully forwarded to the Chief of Engineers, United States
tmy.
i concur in the views of the district 0fficer.

CRAS. B. SUPER,
Colonel o.f Engineers, DiviSiOn Engineer.
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CaPtai'n, CorPs of Eng'tneers'

Brig. Gen. J^gT\ $;WrLsoN' - -" C,]ief oJ Engineers; U' B' /''

(Through tho Division Engineer')

[First indorsomont']

' U. S. Erqerrnrn Orrrcrt
Pacmrc DrvrsroN,

Ban Wrancisco, Cal", October 19r7897'

-Respectfnlly forwarcled to the Ohiof of Engineers' United' States

ArmY.
i?o.ot in the viows of the district officer'

Csls. R. SurnCsls. R. Surnn'
Colonel, of frngineers, Diaisdon Engi'neer'

o


