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4 ETULY OF THE EDUCATION OF 1032 MIGRANT CHILDREN 1IN
FIVE GOVERNMENT LABOR CaMPS IN CALIFORNIA IN 1941
CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTICN

The statement, @Go west," was taken literally by
over one million people in the past ten years. 7To the
vast majority "west® meant Cslifornia, for that is vwhere
the bulk of them terminated their wanderings. Arriving in
the state with almost no worldly goods and faeing a hostile
nztive ponulaee, the amizrant began to look sround for
those mythiezl opportunities about which he had heard back
home. Dlisillusionment was not long in coming; hie outlook
end hopes were soon dlgplaced by insecurity and bewilder-
ment.,

The old aéage "isery loves company® hag no better
exemplification than in the migrant; so, dismayed, he
sought his own kind in a row of hovels along a ditch bank,
Here he became convinced, along with thousands of others,
that California would never fulfill his dreams of a
western Utopia,

He drifted into despsir, indifference, and shift-
lessness while uﬁ&mplqyment, starvation, and filth became
his lot, His-standard of living and housing econditions
excited the wrath of the community and the authorities.



As Paul 3. Taylor wrote in a letter to H. E. Drobish in
the Division of Rural Rehabilitation (37:52),
These (migratory) camps now litter the
cultivated areas of the State constituting

a serious menace to the health, morals, ine

dustrial peace, and economic¢ stability of

California. They are a target of just

eriticiam from official and private sources

both within and without the 8State.

However, indignation did not bring these troudles to
light. Hven the migrant knows his living conditions are
deplorable and that he does not have the facilities for
sanitation and good hsalth. No one knows better than he
that he is malnourished and hungry most of the time. The
migrants are not a claes; they are a situation. They are
not a separate group Yat a syuptom of maladjustment in our
sccio~eaonomic scheme. This background and more is
nsogszery to study the educational ﬁignificanee of mi-
gretion, There is a need to know the caunse of migretion,
the extent of the problem, and the sooisl factors that are
involved. These faotors preéa&e a study of how our
educational system is involved. How 4o their living oon-
ditions affect our future oitizens? What has been thelr
training in citigenship, healthful living, and noral
development? Are they being educated for a life in &
demooraoy? Are the children given opportunity to develop
gpecial abilities and talents and to exersise sslf~

expression?



Eduoators who understand all the factors involved
might lead the way in an effort to alleviate the distress
and point out that the present migratory system of farm
labor is a dangercus influence on the educational oppor=

tunity of a large number of our citizens of tomorrow.

Purpose of the Study

Since the beginning of the depression in 1929 almost
8 million destitute persons heve orossed the borders into
California. 4ll were seeking & better life and s place to
forget the misery they had left behind. %his mass influx
sonstituted one of the major migrations in history.
Assuming that the whole group is an average oross-section
of American rural population, counservative estimates would
place the number of ohildren at 200,000; approximately one
half of this number would be of school age. Indicstions
would suggest that beitween five and ten per cent of the
total ehild population of California have been deprived
of tha essential advantages.

The parenis of these ohildren migrated because of

melad justments in thelr home states, and they remain mal~

adjusted in their new environment. The migrant is &
controversial phenomena; he is condoned, condemned,
negleoted, exploited, invited, mnd shunned. The children,
surried along in thie ebb and flow, are denled the privi-



leges that cume frow & stsvilized comsunity 1ife.

This study will atiempt to Goturmine the oxtent of re-

Gardatdon of 1USS ehilaren of migratory workers in Colifor-
pla, Some of the other factors in the study wils include
the amount of evucsiicn of wigrant paeents, the sduesiion

older sloters and brothors, the witent of endld Isbor,

age ab which cndloren leave sehool, anl

Tore lesving school for cmeloveont,

The study takes place within the g oographicsl Iisdts

of Californis. This state L¢ unl ue in wany o

chiefly in climate, o spesk of g Celifornls climate is

sbsurd, The state has o

ctically every tyge
clagsified on the feve of the globe, This is due to o wide
varlety of ge oraphlesl fesiures; to mention somge-two
longitudin:l mountuin ranges, a thoeusand miles of coast

line, & seswrt, high wountain pesks, and lano below sooe

l@?i‘ﬁli

& subtro “'iﬁmi

in Southern Californis

with a4 temperature perslitting

inue durling the entire wintsr,
the wordi-famed #t, Shasta, land of perpstunl les and

snow, Thy Et,

climite of the frigid zume where vegeloticon is stunted snd



often entirely absent. The desert offers a hot, almost
rainless climate where the alr is dry for most of the
year. The vegetatlion is especially equipped to store and
prevent loss of molsture. The Mediterranesn climate-~
mild dry summers and cool wet winters--is typicsl of a
large portion of California. DBesides these different
elimates there is the alpine olimate of the mountains:
mild summers with snow and extreme ¢old in winter. |

The stste is largely esgricultural with petroleum,
mining, and lumbering taking place in selected parts.
among other izdustries are mamufaoturing, motion pletures,
fishing, canning, and fruit drying. It is primarily with
agricalture that this study deals.

California lies entirely within the north temperate
zone with large flat areas sultable for farming. The
state extends quite far south--as far «s oune-half of the
southern states~-making this portion suitable to sub-
tropical fruits. The eastern portlion of this seciioan is
largely desert with very fertile soil. The high produc-
tivity of this area has been proved by the advent of
irrigation. The Colorade River is the chief source of
water supply.

The Central Valley project with the Shasts and Friant
Dams will furnish water for the irrigation of thousands of
additional aeres in the Saoramento and San Joaquin



VYalleys. Vhen these projects are completed and
additional use is made of the Colorado River for irrigs-
tion, most of California's tillable soi) will be under
cultivation, When all agricultural szreas are put to maxi-
mum use, Californis will support tweniy times ite present
population. AL present, with less than seven million
people (1940 census), the state must export most of its
farm produce,

Rieh agricultural possibilities in the state have
brought almost two million uninvited guests from distress
areas in the nation. JFrom time to time 8 majority of this
gZroup has beecme dependent on publie and private chari-
ties, Cnly o small group has actually assimilated and be-
come a part of the state; the remainder is etill held
apart by soelal custom and economie stratunm.

Assimilation is vitally necessary. The educator will
need help from the economlist, the soolologlist, the medieal
profession, and such agencies as those pertaining to
wolfare, health, trade, law enforoement, housing, and
morals. It is too large a problem for the eduncator to

acatemplete single~handed.



Procedure in Making the Study

The material used in the study was obtained from the
files in the offices of Farm Security Administration farm
labor camps in California. The files contsin mush infor-
mation on the dackground of every family registering for
housing. The information is not open to the public and,
as a matter of faot, is highly confidential.

Every family seeking shelter in the camp 1s regquired
to answer s specified number of questions. These involve
residence and family status as well as employment and
educational background. The camp intake worker records
the responses on & a»ae;al form. These forms are referred
to by the camp director when it is necessary to learn
something of the workers' background or family. The forms
€ive a complete history of the employment of the family
head, ineluding his experience as farm owner, tensnt,
share~oropper, or laberer, Other iunformation includes the
name, age, and grade oompleted. Length of re#iaanos in
the home state and i{n California is also given. Car and
license number is recorded to assist with identification
of the family.

Besides studying these registration forme, the writer
also interviewed migrant workers, camp directors, farm
owners who hired migratory farm laborers, personnel of

Federal farm relief organizations, welfare employees, and



members of the California State Rellef Administration,

Camp directors, living right in the camp as next-door
neighbors to these people, helping them with their
personal problems, and knowing their interests and atti-
tuies, were abls to contribute substanﬁiallykee this atudy.

Data was taken directly from records of the Farm
Seourity Administration camps. This information, plus

data mentlioned above, was the basis for this study.

Definition of Terms Used in This Study

A migratory farm laborer as dlscussed in this study
is a person who, in going from place to place in seareh of
enployment, Jeopardices his residence status.

A migrant child is one who follows hls parents in
their quest for agrioultural labor. He may still be in
school, or may be working full time. He contributes his
earnings to the family and is a part of the family.

A farm tenant ig one who rents a tract of land from
the owner and pays cash rant.'

A share-cropper is a type of tenant who farms a pleoce
of land for another man on shares. The renter and the
owner share in the orop.

The terms nmigrant, migratory farm laborer, and
migratory agriscultural worker are used synonymously.

Migration (ususlly) is the effort of an iniividuel to
escape from sonditions judged to be unsatisfaotory to



areas of more promising opportunity.
An owner-operator rung his own farm although, due %o
mortgages and other encumberances, his equity may bde as

little as forty per cent.

Iimitations of the Stuly

This investigation is in no sense final. There is
no thought that this stufy should be considersd to have
answered the problem completely. Marther investigation,
intelligent legislation, and public acticn over a period
of years will be necessary %o produce results that ean be
noticed, This 1s intended only to shed some light on the
situation, its causes and effects, and to suggest ways
and means toward s sclution. |

It is felt that the sampling is small. A larger
number of children would lend more weight. However, the
sample was not & select group and is probably very repre-
sentative of this type of children.

It was not definitely proved that the migrant child
is more immoral than native Califormia children although
this was suggested, Nor was it proved that he 1s more of
& disclplinary prodblem. Would he still be such a ftruant
if he did not have %o help support the family? liould he
1111 live in filth 1f he were given more of a chance to
be olean? Would he still steal if he had the things he



10
needs? would his scholarship improve if his family were
anchored to the 80il? These are some of the guestions

that really need to be answered.

Studies in the Fleld

Ia 1934 the California State Rellef Administration
wag inaugurated to relieve human suffering. This state
agency saved the lives of thousands from 1934 to 1941.
Because it ocost unteld millions to operate the plan, the
atate became anxious to learn the cause of such misery.
Conseguently the Utate Relief .Administration conducted
gseveral surveys. The on that bears on the migralory
children's problems is entitled "Migratory Labor in Call~
fornia.” This study is largely economic and social and
tends to prove the harmful effects of migratory habits om
children, It doea fail, however, %o bring oul clearly
what effect migration has on mental growih.

Another organization that has as ome of 1ts funetions
the relief of human suffering is the Farm Security Admini-
stration, This agenoy conducted a survey under Idward J.
Rowell, Regional labor Relations Advisor in charge of the
camps for migratory workers. Dr. Rowell found that the
children of migratory workers were inevitably retarded with
retardation inereasing until the eighth grade. This was
as far as the study was mede. One hundred and seventy-five
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white children were included. ‘
The Federal iriters' Projects of the W.P.A. have made
aoveral‘atuaiaa on migration in Califormnia, but the
authors 4if not inelude a consideration of the educational

disadvantages.

Avguaiatange wibtin 2roblem

The writer first gained experience with the migratory
labor problem while working as a laborer in Caiifornia
harvests during the summers from 1¥29 to 1932. Further
ascquaintance came sbout through associations with migrant
youths in Civilian Conservation Corps where the writer was
an enrollee from June, 19334, to July, 19%4. Working with
these young men for a yesr stimulated a desire to under~
stand them better,

Additional background for the study was gained through
exnerienoe &8 a social service case-worker for the Faéarali
Emergency Relief idministration in 1934 and for the
California State Relief Administration intermitiently from
1935 to 1938. The duties of a case~-worker consisted of
visiting the homes of relief applicants and seouring
sufficient data to write s complete ease history on the
families. These personal contacts furnished the impetus

for this investigation.



CHAPTER II
HISTORY OF THE MIGRATORY LABOR PROBLEM

Since the time of the Spanish explorations, Cali~
fornia has meant a haven or mecca for those who were
looking for a fuller life. Sir Franois Drake, Cabrillo,
Robert Louls Stevenson, and a long lins of adventurers
have given that land a romantioc aura that has persisted
down to the present century. The lure of the West has
been felt ever since the Spanish padres conatructed a
gtring of missions along 5l Camino Real from Mexico o San
Franeisco Bay. Ambitious opportunists in the state have
consiastently benafited from "HRasterners" who were lured
out weat by overzealous chambers of commerce,

The westward movement received an impetus imwediately
after iorld War I when hunireds migrated to California
from the poorer regions of the Grest Plains States. From
1920 to 1930 over & million persons entered the state,
mostly from this area., After 1989 migrants were not so
readily absorbed into industry. At that time the drought
and the &eﬁresaien Joined forees to produce a new westward
movement which was olassified as & distress migration.

The dust bowl contributed a large percentage of the
migratory farm families in California. As Lewis has
stated (37:36),



TABLE I

Population Inoreasse of Hleven Agricultural
Countieg in California from 1930 to 1940

13

Gonnxies 1930 1940 Ineresss
Butte 34,093 42,840 25.7
Fresno 144,379 178,865 25.7
Kern 82,570 126,124 63.6
Kings 25,288 36,168 38.5
Haders 17,164 25,814 85,8
Merced 36,748 46,988 £7.9
Riverside 81,024 106,524 80.2
Ban Joagquin 102,940 134,207 30.4
Staniglaus 56,641 94,866 32.8
Sutter 14,618 18,680 27.8
?nba 11,321 1?,03& 59.5
Totals 625,640 799,063 36,1

(avergge)
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An additional source of labor supply
for Californis agrioulture presented itself
as & result of the depression whioh started
in 1929, and the drought which struck par-
tisularly the Great Plains from 1933 to 1988.
Tons of thousands of people from farms and
small towns in Oklahoma, Texas, Arkanses,
Missouri, and Kansas began pouring west-
ward. A count made under Taylor, June to
December 1935, 1dentified 43,180 in need of
manual employment who entered California
by motor vehiele.

During the 1930-1942 period, 600,000 people entered
California in search of manual employment., At the present
time, fairly dependable estimates of the number of farm
labor families in Californis place the figure at 400,000,
This will present an idea of the enormity of the problem.

Woofter states (1028:1):

When it {(migration) reaches a large scale, it
is symptomatic at the point of origin of the

malad justment of population to opportunity and

at the point of destination, of at least a

hope of better things. Higration has, there-

tore, been a safety valve for the American

economy in past depressions and periods of

friction.

Migration, then, is a symptom, not a cause. Since
symptoms are only observed and not treated, it is necessapy
%o look for underlying causes.

Meohanization on the farm is displacing the hired
laborer in the ocotton belt and in the area known as the
"dust bowl." Farms in the best parts of this area are
being mechanized and industrialiged. The small farms with

tenant and oropper families are being combined and made



TABLE II

United Steates Bapérﬁaent of Agriculture
Farm Security Administration

This is a chart of individuals entering California in
automobiles "in search of mamal employment." Left~hand
oolumns in each case show the inflow of cars bearing
California licenses, or those who are returning Celi-
fornians. Right-hand columns show the inflow of cars
bearing out-of-state liocenses. NOTE, however, that ;
of those entrants may still be returning to California
from employment in other states, and this percentage may
run as high as 50 per cent.

1936 T

Return Out-State Heturn Out-State
January {Beginning 2,663 6,774
Februery June 18. 674 9,126
Hareh 625 3,527
April : &l6 4,719
June 1,103 3,454 816 6,079
July 2,473 ? 754 1,038 7,380
August 1,713 8, ??3 957 9,657
September 1,738 ?.7&5 1,580 12,649
October 1,238 5,780 1,441 11,6848
Xovember 1,668 7,157 869 8,083
Decenmber 1,084 5,430 931 6,226
Total N o ——— 713,839 84,883
1937 1938
Return Out-8tate Return Out-~State
Jamary 1,083 4,949 2,908 8,724
February 59 5,701 1,494 7,583
March 287 7,752 1,460 7,470
April 764 7,842 982 6,510
May 999 8,299 1,094 5,987
June 999 7.908 1,081 4,512
July 1,392 8,038 1,401 3,897
August 1,551 8,156 1,213 4,164
September 1,461 7,609 1, 551 4,130
Ostober 1,724 8,302 1,3&0 5.%&3
Hovember 1,787 9,917 1,758 ,asa

Total 14,218 90,761 17,487 sv 664
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TABLE II
Continued

1939 1940

_Return  Out-State Return Out-State
January 1,288 2,792 1,201 2,940
¥ebruary 742 2,840 - 194 2,263
March 875 3,790 1,092 5,007
April 748 4,848 1,408 6,339
May 874 5,847 1,232 5,814
June 1,175 6,344 1,480 4,894
July 1,422 6,094 2,670 5,747
August 1,216 7,088 2,027 6,646
September 1,311 6,218 2,119 5,966
October ; 1,910 7,889 1,906 4,140
Hovember 1,810 7,267 2,045 5,767
December 1,587 3,857 1,393 S,018
Total ; 143668 64,291 19,9867 59,887
1941 1942

- Return Out-State Return Out-State
Jamuary 2,646 4,008 2,443 4,291
February 1,114 35,813 1,481 5,244
March 1,511 6,757 1,373 4,746
April 1,432 7,357 1,870 5,683
Moy 1,395 8,011 1,707 7,420
June 2,223 7,791 ‘
July 1,989 9,087
Avgust 2,373 10,213
September 3,091 10,704
Ootober 2,006 8,222
Hovember 1,766 7,389
December 1,492 4,017 ,
Total B3,087 87,306 ;
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into large traots. PFarming is becoming a big businesa for
a few, with little place for the small-scale operator.
Labor is foroed off the land and into the ocities Ddecause
of the inoreased use of the tractor.

On one t#rn in the scuth the landlord purchased 22
tractors. He then released 130 of the 160 shareoropper
families who worked his land, keeping only 30 to run the
machinery (21:4). It is estimated that every tractor
displaces five farm fumilies, Figure & #howa the rise in
the use of tractors from 1920 to 1937. In 1941 there were
20 times as many tractors in use as in 1920. The million
and g half tractors now in use have made luxury for a few
and misery for millions. |

The small~tract, one-mule operator with a single row
cultivator, staking his all on a single crop, has not been
able to stand low farm prices and continued crop failure.
One of the causes of low prices is the loss of foreign
markets--especially since the outbresk of Vorld var II.
Dust storms and drought have taken their tolls. One of
the big losses ie the loss of the soll through the tenant
system. Lost of the tenants stay on & farm one or two
years with conseguently bad farming praciices. They have
no interest in preserving the soil they do not own,
especially if they do not intend to remsin long. The
Farm Seocurity administration reminds us that (21:3):
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In fact, ths amount ¢f farm land availe
able has been shrinking rapidly as a result
of soil erosion. already 50 million acres
of oropland have been ruined, and four times
that many have been badly damaged. This
means that an area as big as 6 farm statepwe
Iowa, Ohic, Illinois, Indiana, YWisconsin,
and Missouri-~has been ruined for farming or
robbed of mush of its fertility.
Zroslion is still whittliing away our
oropland, BErery day enough soil to meke two
hundred 40-acro farms washes or blows away.
uhen trouble comes from depression, dust, drought,
or disease it is the little furmer who feels it first. Ne
ig not able 0 compete aguinst mechanization nor can he
afiord to buy expensive wachinery. 1f he martg&gés his
farm, he soon booomes & tenant and than a laborer. when
forms vecome lewer and larger, fewer people wake & living
in agriculiure. 4 few are retained by the owners to
operute traotors and to serve in managerial capacities.
DJust storms are the result of land that bhas been
stripped of its proteciive covering. Cotton, tobacco, and
eorn, the three important cash erops, require cultivation
between rows. as a resull, %the soil is kept loose. Vthen
the erops are harvested, very little vegetable matter is
left in the field %o be plowed under for humous. Loose
soil, having nothing to anchor it, is at the mercy of the
winds, and the farmer is at the mercy of the dust. DIusi
storms devastated millions of acres and uprooted millions

of tenant farmers, damaging thelr homes, their lands, and



Fig.5 An Area Equal To These Six States: Iowa
Wisconsin, Missouri, Illinols, Ohio, and
Indiana, Have Been Blown or Washed Away.
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their morale,

The goal of most agrieultural workers 1s farm owner-
ship. Taylor has sald that the chances ¢of farm laborers
to rise to farm ownership are very small. The anmbitious
farm laborer will not cling to this type of work. In a
democrasy, he is taught that he may rise according to
individual capseity. In preactice there has been a ten~
dency to fall rather than rise. Taylor says (79:3):

Tenaney has incressed from 25 per cent

of all farmers in 1880 to 48 per cent in ..,

1935, Beeause of debt, the actual eqguity ’<:@4QQC%

of operating owners is far less than these

figures indicate. In some of our states. .

+the equity is lititle more than one-~fifth.

Thus, hundreds of thousands of farm families

have attained only a semblance of ownership.

Bapecially in times of depression they have

witnessed their hard-woen equities steadily

decline and finally dissppear. After

years of effort to retain their foothold

as farm owners, they find themselves poorer

for the struggle. At the same time. .

tenant farmers. . .have not been adle to

acoumulate enough %0 make a firast payment

on a farm of thelr own.

Taylor says that these conditions sharpen the line
which defines asgricultural workers as a class, for they
add to the difficulty of ascending the agricultural
ladder.

Peculiurly, these states that are the least able to
absorb their annual crop of young workers are producing
the bulk of them. Almost 80 per cent of the new workers

come from farms and rural areas. About 750,000 new
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workers come of age each year and find no outlet for their
energies. Ihis seotion, with two per cent of the national
income, produces 14 per cent of the ahilaran. The per
caplta income in 1937 was $314 compared to @604 for the
remainder of the country. The average tenant earned $78
per person per year while the shareoropper earned even
less. It is no wonder sc many persons are ill-fed, 1ll-
¢lothed, and ill~housed. This group is six times as
susceptible to disease as the rest of the population.
Infant deaths are four times as high aa/in the aversge
family.

In the past, the new erop of workers went to the
cities where opportunity was dynamio. But since the de-
pression, the cities have had an unemployment problem that
was tantamount to closing the doors on incoming workers
from rural areas. Migration is the effort of people to
betier their conditions-~to leave unhappy circumstances and
searcn for a place where they oen lead a fuller life. To
apply this definition, it is necessary to contrast present
and past opportunities. No longer can people take up free
land when dissatisfied with the old. The Ameridan
frontier has been pushed westward to the limit, beosuse
the last good homestead land has been taken up. The last
ochance to become an owner of a good homestead is gone.

foday's pioneer, coming west, must be content to live on
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someone else's land as tenant or laborer.
Migration is not a hadbit; it is a symptom, Kvans
hes reported (20:2): |

A consistent migratory pettern has
not been reported as a notable character-
istic of the individual families, but a
desire for stability has been expressed
with pitiable frequency. . .

. Moreover in recent years the prepon-
derantly one-way migration of families fLrom
the Great Plain states, removed from their
farms., . .has mingled with the movement of
seasonal agricultural workers. Alresdy
existing underemployment has been magnified,
and a new train of problems has followed in
the :ake of thelr arrival on the Pacifie
e0a 8%,

The number of migrants pursuing agriocultural labdbor in
California is somewhere in the neighberhoc& of & half a
million, or seven per cent of the population. A less
conservative estimate places the figuraiabove a million.
Zven though it is difficult to seocure an acourate count,
Tvans concludes (20:4):

There is sufficient magnitude to the move-~
ment to have impressed tha people of our
western states with its inadequacy as a way of
life. . .The only possible outoome of the
erratic employment and the low wages offered
is widespread material poverty. IMHaterial
poverty in turn leads %o huanger, improper
clothing, and improper shelter, . .The sgri-
caltural worker, ., .suffers from discrimination
in relief, community hospitality, and loss of
voting franchise. . .the farm warker Is excluded
from all legislation affecting the working
class population. He is notably omitted from
all of our laws with regard to soccial insurance,
wages and hours, and labor relations.
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On his triple disadvantzged status--poor,
mobile and agricultural--~he menaoces the oom-

munity even as his own well being ig menaced,

And we might well regard all approsches to

the problems of the migrant's health, his

housing, the eduocation of his children, and

his low and uncertain income, as subsidiary

to the broader problem of making him a re-

gponsible, self-respecting member of orgamiced

societly. '

Much of the blame for excess migration to Californisa
has been laid to the old~age pemsion, This acousation has
been proved false in a study made in 1938 by the Farm
Security Administration. The average family heand was
found to be conly thirty-three and one half years of age.
Most of the group would have to live in the stete for
"thirty years before cashing in on any existing pension
plan, . Three~fourths of the group were between twenty
and twenty-four."” (97:2)

Another common belief is that farm relief programs
are more attractive in California--but this ls without
foundation., Farm Securlty Administration reports that
twenty times 28 muoh money has been spent by this agency
to anchor families to the land in the states from which
most migrents come 88 has been spent on the shelter,
relisf, and medical omre of migratory families in Cali-
fornia (97:1). TFigure 6 will illustrate this point
graphically.

Federal agencies have not been as guilty of entlocing
-people to Celifornia as has private enterprise. One of
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the handbills sent to the dust bowl to sdvertise for
workers 1g shown in Figure 9.

Once people are firmly established in the state they
often write back home and paint 2 prejudiced picture of
the economic terrain--se {n this letter from California
to & relative "back home" (63:9),

Dear Odessa:

You and Coy must try and come to Cali-

fornia this fall., lie've got everything we

want now. Ve get our relief check for forty

dollare every two weeks and we've bought a

new ¢ar., Ve go In town every two weeks and

get commolities, That helps a heap on our

grocery bill, and the case worker comes cut

and gives the children clothes so they can

keep in school, You sure want to come out,

Your sister,
Bessie

Thirty years ago, nmigratory ladbor was not a great
problem. ‘orkers ocould not go long distances in seareh of
sessonsl employment, In this age, these workers have an
automobile if they have nothing else. The car usually
congtitutes the bulk of the family wealth. In 1t, they
can manage to go from Job to Job and satisfy thelr taste
for travel at a comparatively low cost, INighways are
numerous and Californis climate permits roadside camping a
good part of the year. There is free water in most places
and firewood can be gathered along the way.

Camping out might be eondusive to good health, bu%‘it
does not work out satisfactorily on a twelve-month basis.
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Fxposure to the elements during winter hss often resulted
in influenzae ané other respirstory diseases., Hastily
constructed shelters of scrap tin, packing boxes, and
cardboard are insdequate in winter storms.

Meny of the familles are constently malnourished,
meking them easy prey to diseapes; children contraet
intestinal troubles from fruit and stagnant drinking
water. Pelagre and malariaz are common because of un-
healthful econditions. Fpidemlos of communiocable diseases
are readily spread due to crowled conditions and absence
of imvunization precautions. ?rcvisians’fbr sanitation are
often abgsent or nagleete& and not supervised by loecal
medical authoritles,

Migretory labor in restricted quantities is very
essential to Celifornis agriculture. The highly seasonal
charscter of demand for this type of labor makes 1t
necessary for thousands of men, women, and children to
follow the crops as they mature. Due to sush a wide
variety of climates in the atate, harvesi time extiends
through a greater part of the year. Table V shows the
prinecipal erops and the months in whioh they are harvested.
Although the main harvest comes in the fall, there 1s
still need for 45,000 laborers through the winter and
spring months. Over 200,000 workers are needed in the
peak month of 3eptember, Figure 7T shows the demand for
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}farm labor in 33 agrioultural counties in California in
1935, iita 240,000 awailable workers and the need never
approaching that number, it is obvicus that there is never
amployment for them all. On the avsrage, 45 o 50 per
esnt are unemployed 31l year, or 1t can be sald that the
avarage nigrant 19 amployed about 6.4 months out of the
year. The Hatlonal Chilld Labdr Commiitee repirts that the
greateat need for workers comes in Leptembsr when the
demand calls for 198,000; in lsrch only 48,000 workers are
required. The average 1s aboubt 32,000 workers per ﬁanth;
Figure 9a shows Californis labor supply expressed as per
oent of demand for each month in 1935,

Hoving so much coampetition in farm labor, the migranta
mugt divide the work among themselves. Jhis results in
very irregular employment with consequent low income.
wWhen the furuer has many employees to choose from he can
lower the wage rate and still get his crops harvested.
“hen 1000 workers show up at a farm that needs 50U for
four weeks, the employer will often hire the whole group.
This reduces the length of the Job, allowing the worker to
earn only»half of what he expected. Cften workers will
wark for less than the stipulated price ia order o be
sure of employment. The vhole system has had a very deo-
moralizing effect on the group. Table 1II (37:126) shows
earnings of families steadily employed in Lalifornis



PABLE IIX

Earnings of Families Steadily Employed in
California igriculture from 1930 to 1935*

Barnings '19ad~5 1931 uzaaalhvleas'A‘1934 1925
- §100 or less 4 4 4 3 2 2
100 - 200 3 3 4 4 2 2
201 -~ 300 10 9 10 8 6 1
301 - 400 9 8 9 10 6 1
401 - 500 12 12 13 15 9 3
501 - 600 12 10 14 1 7 2
601 ~ 700 10 10 5 6 ] 1
701 ~ 800 15 14 11 10 6 g
801 ~ 900 6 5 1 1 -
901 - 1000 5 4 5 2 1
Over 1000 17 14 12 8 5 3
Not stated 3 2 2 1 - -
Total 106 99 921 ez Bl 18

* From California State Relief Administration study'
Higratory Labor in California, p. 126.
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TABLE IV
Total Yearly ZTarnings of 230 Families in Whiﬁh

Two or More Members Were Working 1n
California Agrioulture in 1935*

anily””““”wé&éiéﬁééw‘EaplayadﬂEm?loyaﬁusmpleyad“Emglayeﬁ
Earnings Less Than 3 - B 6 -8 - 11 A1)
_3 Montha MNonths Months nnntn; Year ,

$100 or less 8 4 1 - 1
101 - 200 1= 32 18 2 -
201 - 300 i 21 21 7 ) §
301 ~ 400 2 14 19 10 -
401 - 500 - 4 9 é 1
501 « 600 1 6 9 2 -
601 - 700 - 2 2 b} -
701 - 800 - 2 4 ] -
801 -~ 900 - - ] 1 -
901 - 1000 - - - - 1
Over 1000 - - 2 - -
Not Stated - 1 - - -

i:::laga 3153?‘ % o * ¢

S ——

¥ From California State Relief AMministration Study:
Migratory Labor in Califernia, p. 1256.



agriculture from 1920 to 1935, the herdest years of the
depression. Conditions improved aniy slightly from 1938
to 1941. Vith such low wages and scarcity of work, it

wag necessary for all employable members of a famlly to

be on the job., This meant the mother and usuelly all of
the chiléren--girls as well as boys. Table IV (37:126)
shows the earnings of 230 nmigrant femilies for the yesy
1935 when two or more members were employed. The average
income wvas D133 per fomily. In a study mede by the
Hationel Child Jabor Commiitee, it was conocluded that the
averasge yearly income was $289. The resl avarage probably
1i2s between these two fignres. It has been clearly
established that migratory workers as a group live on
subgtandard budgets, The average relief budget for
migrant fomilies was 3780 per year. Only a fortunate

five or ten per cent ever rench this figure. Tabdble III
shows the decrease in gize of incomes from labor beginning
in 1930. In thls year 106 families in the survey had -
yesr-around employment; in 1931 the figure had dropped to
99, Aille~year smployment continued to go down until 1%
went below 20 per cent. This drop in employment kept pace
with the dopression and the increase of the relief load.
By 1936 the condition had become appalling. In a six-week
period during the winter of 1935-36, over 69,000 homeless
people made application for relief at public agencles,



ZABLE V

37

Orope in Californis Indicating 4 Year-around Horvest

Crop

Ranth | Lecality

January Olivea Wehamn, Butte Co.
Oranges Southern Cal ifornia
Cotton :

February Vegetables laperial Valley
Cotion ' Southern Cslifornis

Maroch Peas San Joaquin Valley
Vegetables Imperial Valley

April Peas San Joaquin ?alley
Lettuoce Salinas

May Hay Sacramento Valley
Orangesn San Joaquin Valley
Lettuce Salinas

June Cherriesn saoramento Valley
Apricots Hapa Valley

July Apricots
Peaches Sacramento Valley
HMelons San Joaquin Valley

August Grapes
Prunes Bearemento Valley
Pesches
Helons

September Grapes San Josquin Valley
Prunes Sante Clara Vaelley

Ootober fomatoes
Rice Sacramento Valley
Grapes San Joaquin Valley
Melons

Bovember Olives Butte County
Rice

December Olives Butte County

Oranges




a8
Private snd denominational zigencies wers not included in
this count. ITn gll, over two million farm famillies have
bean on the relief rolls at one time or another since
1930 (21:1).

By the early part of 1936, indigent immigration had
reached the climax. Californis was harboring almost a
million persons who had no visible means of support. Los
‘ngeles experienced an unpraceden ted overerowding, with an
accompanying erime wave, whan 45 per cent of all migrants
gettled in that county. Police Chief Jamss 7. Davis
instituted s froatier guard, placing eight policemen at
each point where a highwaykeresaed the California border,
Persons attempting to enter the state with no viaidble
means of support were refused entry. .8 a result Oregon,
Aovada, and Arizona were.eelleating a residue which brought
forth indignant comments, A Grants Pass, Oresgon, news-
paper suggested that if "California bars only criminal and
penniless, Oregon would be faced with the possibility of
having California’s thousands of wandering vagrants plle
UPe o ob0 create g relief and crime problem, unknown here
now" (9:9).’

¥rom Nevada came this declamation (9:9):

If the Constitution doesn't guaraniee

eitizens the right to breathe the air, walk

on the earth, view the sunset, anﬁ hunt for

a Job withcut a mounted palieeman 8 approval,

then we've no Constitution, How many Fortiy-

Hiners would've been able to show viaible mesn s
of support on entering California?



Pig.8 Map of a Typlecal Migratory Cycle Pollowed
by & Family of Migrents During a
‘Twelve Month Period.
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9.9- Handbill Sent to Great Plains
Statesto attract Workers to California.

800
PEA PICKERS
Wanted

700 Acres of Good Peas
About 20 miles West of

Santa Maria, California
near Long Polk. California

Cood Camp, Good Wat:

er and Store

BUSY ALL SEASON

will start about
February 29thor
March 1st

Mort

Labor Contractor
Licensed and Bonded




The Los Angeles pollice force could get no support
fron the slate. 3Before the blockade d1d any real damage,
the polise cordon was withdrawn from the border and the.
migrant horde was allowed to continue its flow. This
instance was cited to illustrate the strong feeling that
existed in the southern part of the state.,

That the nmigrant suffers from moving around is well
known, bui there also may be other influences working
against him., The crop yileld is not always in proportion
to the area planted; the harvest is subject to a variety
of influences such as insect plagues, diseasas and drought.
deather plays a vital part; cool weather will delay the
harvest while a hot spell will accelarate it. If the
market falls too low, the farmer may decide to leave the
grop ia the fields and not harvest it at all. If the erop
is perishable, there may be a need for many workers for
only a few days. Taus the worker might drive a long dis~
tance for only a few days' work and finish the Job in dire
financial straits. If he is udable %o drive to another
I Job, there is nothing left for him except charity. If he
steals, he 1s classifled as a "no-good Ckis;" 1f he is -
proud, his family suffers. Ie has not besn in one place
long enough to establish credit and his friends are often
unable to offer assistance. Unbellevable haraships have

been endured in a land noted for its wealth of resources.
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DPlserimination has heen detrimental to the morale of
the agrienltural worker, and he is subjected to it dsily.
His echildren are often segregnted at school. AB one
migrant mother explained, "They suid of my c¢hild on the
school ground, 'He's from the county camp.' That nakes it
hard. Pretty soon the children begin to think they're not
egqual, That's o ﬁiawbaﬁk to this saducation.” (66:5).
Segregation of migrant stufents 1s & common prectice.
Superintendents try to Justify the procedure by saying that
these children disrupt the sche@ule of repgulsr clesses,
The tovnsepeople also feer the spread of disense due to the
unsanitery conditions in which the migrents live. Rowell
points out (66:5) that "segregation, coupled with the
greater age and poorer dress of the migrant e¢hildren,
reises a social barrier that removes the children and
their parents one step further from the contacte of com-
munity life,™

Dlecrimination against the ferm labor cless ie not
peculisr to modern times. In 1901 the United States
Industrial-ﬁommissiﬁn published this stetement (79:6):

The annmual {inundetion of grain fields

in harveet time, hop yards {n the ploking

season, frult picking in distriets of ex~

tensive market orchards. . .has a demoralizing

effect on farm labor. Cuch employments de-

mand little skill; the reguirements of each

are simply 2nd esagily satisfied. They consti-

tute a low order of farm labor, if worthy to
be clasged with 1t at =211. . .
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7 xq 1926, wefors the mizrant prodlem was as acute as
1t bveornma n dncada later, *his statement aune Prom the
Los Angeles Chamher o Comrerce {79:5):
The old-fashioned hired man is a thing

of the past. . .there is no place for him,

and the Parmer who does not wake up to the

realization that there is a caste in labor

on the farm 1s sharing too much of his dollar

with labor. We are not husbandmen. Ve are

not farmers. e are producing tc sell.

These attitndes are not humane nor are they basel en
the fundamental prineiples of denoeracy, Un-Christian
remarks and attitudes towards this group will only serve
to prolong and deepen the problem. A4is one lobor eamp
nanager remarked, "These people are not s class bdbut a
condition.” This statement marks a astep in the right
direction-~racognizing the difference hetween a syuptom
and & disease.

Studying the migrant fanilies revesls a varieby of
types. The individuals are not as heterogeneous as one
would inmagine. The typleal itinerant farm laborer may
hove one of several backgrounds. He nmay have been a
refugee from ths middle-west dust bowl where he owned a
small tract of land or where he was a share-cropper with
a low standard of living. Or he may be a second-genera-
tion farm labarérQQa native westerner with a love for
outdoor work and a @islike for confining smployment.

e is a hardy sun-browned individual with robdust
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heclth and gypsy charecterisiles vhich meke him unstable.
e has 2 streng love for his fenily ut no commudty
loyalty. His wife is & co-worker unf wmge earner and wins
resplte from £1eld lubor only during confinement with
childbirth. he hes lesrned not to expect luwxuries or
conveniences and heg no desire for seif«imprcvemant. She
is interested in filling & three-fold cepacity--wife,
nother, and wege earner,

any chil@ in the fenily who attains the age vhen he
can add to fhe fenmily incene, does seo wllingly. This is
true of girls as well ss boys. The childé who forsskes
chiildhouvd's dreames end hopes and becomes & snsll-scale
wege eserncr soquires & permsnent place in the good graces
of his perents. His wages sre wisely spent to defray
fomwily expenses. The Hotional Child Lebor Committee
{82:1, estimutes thet 87 per cent of the children of
gchool wge work in the erops during the cummer.

Groves says (24:890):

It is alego clenr thet &« large det of ¢hild

labor is carried on in agriculture. Mueh of

this is secsonable snd temporary bub it with-

draws the ochild from school and freguently puts

upon him longer hours of work and more arduous

toil than in his growing years he should be

glven.

It is estimeited that 10 per cent of all children from
five %0 nine ysars of age, over T0 per cenl of those ten

to fourbteen and nearly B5 per cent of those fifteen to
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ninetesn work some time during the year., Woofter anvs
{102:7):

Children i{n migrnnt fanmilles, esnscially in
those whose movements have been characterised as
distress migration, are often robhed of essential
advantages. . . 3ince familiea' earnings depend
on the mumher of hands working and earnings ars
low, the preasure for the use of children in the
fields 18 graat. . .large mmders of children
under 14 and even children as young as 6 or 7
years of aze do field work on many kinds of
srops. Hours of work are long, and working
conditions are arduous, involving strained poa-
ture, continuous exposure to extremes of tempera-
ture, speed-up nresmire, and the carrying of
heavy burdens.

Coming from 30 many different states, these children
may be expected to possess rather widely varied educational
backgrounds. Walton says in his study (98:34):

Bot = single child was aocelerated, 18,5
per cent were in the normal grade for their
age, 84.5 were retarded at least one year.
Mors astonishing was the asmount of retarda-
tion. Eighteen were retarded three years, 3
per cant were reftarded over six years, and
one boy was nine years retarded., Four
children, ranging in age from 12 to 16 years,
had never completed the first grade and the
oldest of theaes had never been o school.

Traants as sueh 4o not exist in our

philosophy. They are malad justed children

goelally or edunecationally.

Tquality of opportunity c¢an never be maintained if
agrioeulftural ehild lsdhor continues. A8 long as farm waeges
remain =0 low that children must work 1i order to increase
the family earnings, thers will be nillions of shildren

reaching adulthood without adequate educetional oppor-



tunity. s Yooftor sarz (102:9):

All efforts for ohild welfare should be
intensified and extended until the glaring
inemalities have been elinminsted and until
any American boy or girl in any part of the
lend should have an orrortunitr %o reech
adulthood in health and knowledge equel %o
thet of the boys ené pirle in pny other part of
the land. Hot until that goal is achieved will
me be 2hle to aongrefulete ourselves on having
lai? adequate cultural foundations for & strong
nation.

49



CHAPPTR IXIY
THR STUDY

Because there is such s disparity of educational
opportunity in various parts of the country it was felt
necessary to determine the points of origin of the amigrants
in this study. The Southern and Great Plains states are
highest in illiteracy and loweat in per oapita expenditure
on education. This seetion with one-sixth of the nation's

jn@a&e mast eduoate one~-third of the natien's shildren,

Origin of Migrant Families

Tabulation of the 347 families represented in this
study re%ealad that 78 per cent originated from this area.
The four states, Oklahama, Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri,
were represented by 73 per cent of the families. One in
every three came from Oklahoma., It is noteworthy that the
greatest nuamber came from the araaa that suffered greatest
from dust storms and drought. This faot parallels the
Lindings of the Farm Security Adminiastration and other
‘interested agencies. Arisona's fourth place on the table
seems unduly high. Meny of the migrante worked in that
‘atato onreut¢ to California, and often stayed long enough
to establish residence there when astually they came

originally from the drought atates.
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Three-fourthe of the parents included in fhis in-
vestigation ceme from states where poverty, infent mortale
ity and 1111tefac3 are high end vhere income, stanfard of

living and efucetionsl opportunity aré low,.

Fduestion of Parents

The mothérs were slightly ahead of the fathers in
education partly beczuse boys ususlly gquit school to go to
work eerlier than girls., This is true for several
reasons: Dboys havé 2 higher earning power; boys are more
@1fficult to kxeep in school after becoming retzrded; there
are more farm Jobs for boys. The sverage for mothers was
7.3 ecompleted grades with 6.6 grades for fathers., Fifty-
one per cent of the parents dropped out of schcol before
reaching the eighth grede; elght per cent failed to reash
the fourth.‘ Hore mothers completed elementary and high
Bchool training than 4i1d fathers. More parents dropped
out of school after the eighth gralde than at any other
point. Only 17 per cent attempted high school work; 44 per
cent of these dropped out after oné year; less than 20 per
cent finally graauata&. 0f 690 parents, 14 failed to com=
plete the first grade or never went to school at all.
Table VII compares the zchievements in education cf

migrant men and women.
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TABLE VI
Origin of Furm Tanilies Included in This Study

Oklahome 120 34.6

Taxas | 55 15.9
Arkansas 47 13.5
Arizona 36 10.2
Missouri a2 9.8
Oregon 13 3.7
How Mexieco 9 R.4
vWashington é 1.7
Colorade b 1.4
Kansas 4 1.8

| Hebraska 3 o8
Tennessee 3 «8
Alabame 2 #6
Al)l Others iz .4

The table reads: (f the 347 families in this study, 120
cane from Oklahoma; this represents 34,6 per cent of the
total.
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TABLE VII

The Txtent of Tucation of Migratory
Parents in California

PR R 2 M‘ o DR - A TR T U AP
Grade | Kﬁmﬁai an,fer cent : | ﬁumbeiomﬁnEﬁf aégt‘
0 10 2.8 4 1.1
1 .5 0 0.0
2 9 2.5 2 5
3 19 5.3 ' 2.3
4 34 9.4 18 5.3
b 37 10.3 27 7.8
3 38 10.6 43 12.6
v B4 18,0 69 17.3
8 100 27.9 117 344
9 28 7.8 24 6.9
10 2.5 18 Be2
11 1.9 9 2.6
12 10 2.8 8 2.3
13 1 .2 3 .8
14 1 .2 0 0.0

Total 359 | T 340 |

The table reads: Ten of {the male parenis in this situdy
failed to somplete the first grade; this represents 2.8
per gent of the total. The aversge migrant father com-
pleted 6.6 grades; the average migrant mother eompleted
7.3 grades,



@ducation.gg Uthiexr Members

Living with the 347 migrant families were 82 persona
of school age who were not attending school., They in~
¢luded unmarried older sisters and brothers as well as
nieces and nephews of the parents. Ailmost all of this
group vorked and contributed to the family ineome. It is
interesting to note the parallel in educationsl ashieve-
ment in the secondary field between this group and that of
the parents, although this group has & better record in
elementary school attendance. Ounly 5.6 per cent failed to
rcaah the fourth grade as eamp&red to 8 per cent for the
parenta. only 38.2 per cgent failed to reach the eighth
grade ocompared %o 51 per cent for the parents, Sixty per
eent coumpleted the eighth grade and 27 per cent started
high school. The percentage of high school siudents is
appallingly low. Only nine per cent of those starting
completed four years work. Table VIII demonstrates that
the eighth grade 1ig the terminal point for ﬁast of the
migrant young people. Parenis managed to kesp 71 per cent
of them in school up to that point. There are several
reasons why this might be so. IHlementary schools are more
numerous and on the average closer to the home. yﬁlsa the
adolescent dislikes making s change from elementary to

high school, Very often he is unable to dress as he would
like and certeinly he finds the high school more confining



TARLT VIIX

The Rdueational Achlievement of Other Membera
~ of the Family Not in School

D s i i it it - o A

1 0 0.0
2 1 1.1
3 2 2.2
4 2 2.2
5 1 1.1
6 13 15.8
" 13 15.8
8 27 32.9
9 12 14.6
10 7 8.5
11 2 2.2
12 1 1.1
13 1 1.1
14 0 ) 0,0
Rs= 82 B Mean = 7,7 grddes
e & ——

than the country elementary achool.
dZdusation of Migrant Children

Table 1X indiocates the distridution of 6056 migrant
ehildren about whom this siudy eenters. The pupils range
in age Ifrom six to twenty-one shronologically and from the



5

firat to thirteenth grades. Ovar the nation as a whole,
20 ner aent of the sschool snrollment is in high asshool.
The peresntage drons to 8.5 for migran% ehildren. This
indieates o tramendons Aron~out baforas the ninth grade.
It farther nroves t$hat an slementary sdueation 1s terminal
for a matority of migrant shildren. Only 8.6 per cent
bagin high schonl and about one ner asant finish, Of 534
¢hildren of slamentary achool age only 487 were atteniding;
47 were not enrolled. 0Of 164 children of high school age
only 53 were in high sechool; 56 wers working: the remainder
were still in elementary school., ‘There were 47 children
19 ysars of age and over, bhut only one was enrolled in
eollegs, There were 487 children in the alementary school,
0f the 400 of these who will nrobably finish the eighth
grafie, 40 or 50 will commence high school. Of these, only
elzht or ten will be sraduated. |

Instead of finding an aporoximate numder in each age
group, there is an over-balance in the lowe» nercentiles,
Over one-~third are six years old or under. The ags groups
are inclined to have fewer menhers =g they get older. To
11lustrate: there ars 197 more mambers from one %o eleven
years of age than from eleven to twenty-one. 1 s8light
mortality would account for a few of the'membeys; the ro-
nalnder, however, have left the home to make their own way.

Many of the glrls marsy bafore the nge of twenty-one; many
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PABLE IX

Grade Placement of 605 Migratory Children
of Sehool Age in California

Totel _ BBL____ 90.7_
9 24 5.9
10 18 2.1
1 10 1.6
12 6 .9
Total 83 6.8
1 1 Y

?otal o soayw | Mean = 4.4 7

of the boys sever parental ties before that age. The
~oommon belief that migrant families are largs is not based
" on fact. It is true they may be above the average, but
migrant families have not been studied in sufficiently
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large numbers to prove this. The 347 families in this
study averaged R.9 children each. The faet that there
were more younger children in the home does not maén that
families are becoming larger but that the oclder ehildren
leave home and are not aounted,

The 1033 migrant children in the study are segre-
gated in five groups in Table X. The groups inolude pre-
sohool, elementary, high school, college, and ﬁwrking.“

Table XI illuastrates the dscreasing number of ‘
ehildren in the older age groups. The children one ex~
pects to find in the highest decile of the age groups are
married and are the parents of the children we find in the
lowest decile. In other words there are two generations
rqpresentea/in thisg table.

The frequeney tabdble on page 68 ahawa the grade ylaae~
ment of 541 who are eanrolled in school. The table reads:
there are 74 pupils who have completed the first grade.”
Hineteen wers six years old; 29 were suvén; 16 were aightz
8 were nine; and 2 were ten. Ten year olds were fcund
from the Second to seventh grades. Fourteen year oldas
were found from the fourth to the tenth grades. The

youngest seventh grader was ten; the eldest was eighteen.

* is this study was made in the summer, figures were based
on completed grades.
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TABLE X
Distribution of 1033 Migratory Children

Number Per aent

Pre-school : 394 39.2

Blementary (grades 1-8) 487 48.5

High School {grades 9-12) 53 5.1

College 1 «09

Working 98 6.8
B = 1038

The left-hend scolumn represents the ages of the
studente. By reading horizontally the reader will see in
what grades the different asged ohildren are found, The
row of figures scross the top represents the grades in
school. By reading vertiscally downward one finds the
number of children of each age in that grade. The line
drawn diagonally represents the line of normsley. In this
study the writer assumes that children begin thﬁ first
| grade at the age of six and complete one grade per year.
California law presoribes that & ohild must bc‘!ivnkyaara
and nine months o0ld by 3September firet of the current 3%#:

in order to be enrolled.
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PABLE XX
Age Dlstribution of 1033 Migrant Children

aAge Kumbes ?ér oent
1 and under 99 9.6
2 59 5.7
3 3 6.9
4 50 4.8
B {<16] 4.8
6 70 6.7
7 55 5.3
8 59 8.7
9 54 , 5.2
10 47 4.6
11 652 ' 5.0
12 48 4.6
13 49 4.7
id 58 5e6
16 42 4.0
16 46 4.4
iv Y 3.8
18 42 ’ 4.0
19 22 2.1
20 16 1.4
21 10 , ; 29
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TABLE XII

Frequency Table Showing Grade Placement
of 54l Migrant Children Znrollaed in Sohools

ey .».A. .‘ G S P S T T
A2 -1 2 3 4 5 8 7 8 9 10 11 12

21 | o | 1*
56 24 13 10 6

O A B SR R A

* Completed first year of college.

The table reads: 74 ohildren finished the first grade;
19 were six years of age; 29 were seven; 16 were eight;
eight were nine ysars old; and two were iten years old.
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Retardation

By starting to school at an age between five years-
nine months and six years-nine months, the average first
grader will oomplete the firat year of school before his
‘seventh birthday. If a ohild completed the first year
while still seven years of sge, in this study he is con-
sidered normal. He finishes the eighth grade at fourteen
and graduates from high school at eighteen. The term
"normal” will be used to designate those children who
complete one grade per year,

Bormal children totaled 146 or 27 per cent. Retarded
ehildren totaled 299 or 585 per cent. Retardation in the
lower grades is probably due to sporadic attempts to
attend school. Irregularity in attendance due to migra-
tion will usunlly hinder normal progress. There is almost
uniformly more retardation the longer the child remains in
school. As the c¢hild nesars the age when he oan work, he
makes less and leass progress in school. Most of the re-
tardation oocurs in the seventh and eighth grades when the
child is 15 or 16, At this age he ean express himself
better in overt bshavior then in the sedentary life of the
modern classroom. The average school has little appeal
for the migrant c¢hild who is too large for his olaas and
has more energy than is demanded of him. There 1s sleo
parental and finaneial pressure brought to bear at this
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tims, Migrant perents are unable to see the walus of
education besyond the eighth grade when their own training
terminated at that point. This has been especinlly true
when the family was faoced with dire poverty. The modern
high sohool demands @ certain standard of dress that is
beyond the meane of mest of the migrant family dudgets.
Parents have been heard to remark that their c¢hildren re-
fused to go to high school besause they were ashamed of
their clothing. 3Soccial approval is very 1§p¢rtant to the
adolescent; 1f he can not get it in aohool, he will get 1%
in the harvest fields.

The big drop in retardation from the eighth to ninth
grades 1s significant. The eighth éraae ig the goal for
many migrant children. Those ﬁha g0 on represent a
slightly more selest group and appear more earnes} in
thelr educational pursuits. Those who were less fit
tended to drop eut a# the eighth grada or Eefbra. The high -
gchool group is slightly more homogenous. -

Table XIII compares the migrant ﬁhil&'s edueational
progress with a theoretical normal. The‘tabla reads: the
average migrant ohild is 7.6 years old at the'miépaint of
the seoond year while 7.5 1s normal; the migrant is, on the
average, one~tenth of a year retarded in that grade. |

It will be observed that retardation imgreases in the
elementary grades tha longer the student remains in
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TABLE XIIX

Comparison of Normal and Migrant Children
in Grade Placenent™

Grade §§§;@k§_ x;;i:ﬁ: ,ﬁsfraronnu,
1 6.0
2 7.5 7.6 .l
3 8.8 8.9 4
4 9.5 10.1 o6
5 10.56 11.2 o7
é 11.8 12.8 .8
7 i2.5 138.9 1.4
8 13.5 14.7 1.2
9 14.6 18.1 6
10 16,5 16.4 .9
11 16.56 16.5 0.0
12 i%.56 - 1%.8 3
18 18.5 21.0 2.5

_Mean Retardation = .79 years

* It 18 essumed that average resident ohildren start to
school between the ages of § years-9% months and 6 years-
9 monthe, according to Californis school law. Con-
servative estimation wounld place the age for beginning
the second grade at 7.5 years., It was found that the
averags migrant child wss ready to begin the segond
grade at the age of 7.6 years. On this basis the aver-
age migrant child begins the seecnd grade one-tenth of
a8 year retarded.
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school. Through selsction the poorer students drop out
before the ninth grade. 4ilmso the ones who are three and
four years retarded become discourmged and leave school.
#hen the poorer studenis have been eliminated, the record
of the remaining students appears to bafmﬁra impressive.
By the Jjunior 3¢ar‘1n high sohool only ﬁne\hast gtudents
remain, and the average sre in the correct grade for that
age. There were so few high achﬁ@l seniors an& college
students that it was not feasidle to draw aanqlusiene‘an
retardation at those levels. |

?ablo XIV shows retardation by age groups. Ko
figures were available for students at ages six and seven,
It will be noted that retardation inoreases ug to the
fifteenth year, after which sge it declines gredually.
Forty-four per eent of the retardation coours 5etwaen the
thirteenth and sixteenth years. These are the years when
parents recognize the ohildren as potential wagu sarners.
The children that remain in school after 16 yaars of age
are those who are more academic and consequently less re-
tarded. Relardation, as s rule, diminishes through high
school. Iack of retardation in the upper sge groups is due
to the fact that the mors retarded have left school.

\ Extent and percentage of retardation is given in
n'wabla XV. The tableo reads: 144 pupils or 26.6 per cent

were found to be retarded one year, ¢r they were one year
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too old for their grade; 84 or 15.5 per cent were two
years too old for their grade; 54 or 9.9 per cent were
three years retarded and 14 or 2.5 per cent were four
years retarded. Thres children were retarded us much as
five yeurs,

It 1a to be noted that fewer are retarded two yeors
than one year., It is probably surprising that more
etudents are not retarded when migration ocasuses them %o
miss one or two months of each school year., Boys and
girls very often do not enroll for the fall term until
school has been in session for several weeks. The spring
exodus withdraws the ohildren from the slassroom early in
May when the family moves on in searoh of early fruit
harvests.

The fact that more students were not retarded three
and four years is explained on the basis of sccial adjust-
ment. Teachers are relustant to retain a child in a grede
when he becomes a physiosl misfit in the elass. Physiesl
growth is often the basis for promotion after = child has
bosn retained one or more years.

Retardation by grades 48 shown in Table XVI. The
table reads: 26 puplls were rstarded in grade one, whioch
amounted to 28.4 per cent of the classi 16 of them were
retarded one year; 8 were two yeors; and two were retarded

three years. The total retarded one year in all grades
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TABLE XIV
Retardation of 299 Migrant Children*

'Agw | _' !u@bur | _k Pur cent
6 0 0.0
7 0 0.0
8 1é 28.0
9 3 57.4

10 23 48,9

11 32 60,3

12 29 60,4

13 35 ¥i,2

14 36 62.0

16 33 78.5

16 28 60.8

17 18 62.9

18 i2 28.5

19 4 18.1

20 i 6.6

21 | 1 100.0

»g;Hm~‘z99

* Since data was obtained in summer it was not possible %o
asgertain in what grades six and seven year~olds would
be during the next school year. Retardation was not
computed for this group.
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was 144; the total retarded two years in all grades was
84. Retardation increases after the first grade, the
highest percentage occurring in the mixth grade. After
the ninth grade the group becomes slightly more seleot,
the poorer students having become discouraged by this time
and dropped out.

TABLE XV

Extent and Per cent Retardation Among
541 Migrant Children in School

s i

of Years -

" Number

Retarded Hamber ~ Per gent
1 144 26.6
2 84 15.5
3 54 9.9
4 14 2,5

The three students who were olasesified as five years

too old for their respective grades will probably not
finish high school. It 1s unlikely that they will even
start. The probability that a student will continue
school becomes less and less as he becomes retarded. Mi-
grant children drocp out whan-%hoj become soolal and
physiesl misfits. |
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TABLE XV1
Retardation in Grades One to Thirteen

7 < P T S

Grada Rﬁmbar Aﬁar a&gf ; o
Completed Retarded of Class . 1

Pupils Retarded
& & 4 b yeurs

1 26 26.4 16 8 2
2 36 6.7 25 & 3 2
3 31 52.5 18 11 3
4 30 86.6 18 3 3
5 42 64.6 20 11 10 1
6 37 68.6 15 11 5 4
v 34 68.0 12 1 9 1
8 34 6.8 16 10 8
9 16 66.6 5 5 6

10 5 38.4 2 2 1

11 5 50.0 3 2

12 2 3.3 11

13 1 100.0 1

Ne299 144 84 56 14 3

The table reads: 26 pupils were retarded after completing
first grade; 16 of these were retarded one year; eight
were retarded two ysars; two were retarded three years,
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The graph (Figure 12) on page 71 compares migrant

children with the normal rate. The straight diagonal liac
stands for normal promotion, one grade per year., The
dotted line follows the retardation found in this study,
One square equals one~tenth of a year. At the normal rate
& child begins school at six years of age and graduates
from high sohool at the age of eighteen.

Child Labor

Une hundred and eleven children left school without
attempting high school work. It would be difficult to
determine if this was due to economics or the educational
gystem. Table XVII shows the grades completsd by pupils
before leaving school. It would seem that toc many failed
to give the high sohool a feir trial. Less than half of
the elementary graduates attempted secondary work.

The number leaving school before the eighth year 18
appalling (66). All completed at least one year; two quit
after the seccond grude; nine left after completing the
third grade; 23 left after six years of work. Those that
leave are usually the most retarded; so the drop-out be-
comes heavy in the final years of the elementary school.
Leaving school is often symptomatic of & malsd Justment,
Evidence in the study points to three main reasons: first,

the pupil becocmes so far retarded that he no longer has
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TABLE XVII |

Grades Completed by Migrant Children
Before lLeaving Scheool for Vork

Elementary total 11l | 69,3

9 22 13.7
10 10 6.2
11 5 3.1
12 10 ] KX

High School total 47 293

3 e | L.z
~College total 2 | 1.2

Total 160
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anything in common with the rest of the cless; second,
finaneial pressure is put upon him by the parents; and
third, pressure ig put upon him by soelety, 1.e., his
¢lothing, speach, and manners fail to eonform to loeal
gtandards. If the pupil becomes %o conscious of his
misfitness or nonconformity he leaves school and goes
into the fields where he is slready socially adjusted.

Pable XVIII on page 76 is based on the number of
ohildren who have slready left school. At what ages the
shildren now enrolled will leavs school can be only a
sonjecture. By studying Table XIX it can be predicted
thet of the 479 enwolled in the elementary schools, only
440 will finish; 26 will drop out after the third grade;
20 will drop out after the fourth; 24 will drop ocut after
the fifth., Only 282 will be left to begin eighth grade
work; 188 will graduate. Of the 74 pupils who finished
the first grade six will graduate from high school.

Migration 1s a factor in ehild labor in California.
Thirty of the children from 13 to 17 years of age inclu~
slve were not enrolled in sehool. To apply this percentage
to all the migrant children in the state 1t would mean
that betwsen two and three thousand were working instead
of going v school. It has been said that there i1s no
truancy in the real sense of the word. If truaney is

working instead of attending school, the migrant ohild is
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TABLE XVIIX

Migrant Children of School Age ho Are
Hot Attending Sehool

13 1 «09
14 2 -18
16 4 .36
16 10 «93

S 13 1.2

TABLE XIX
Ages At VWhich Children Left School for Work

vﬁ;#av f e Wrnamhuf - ___Per sent
y . 4.1
15 4 4.1
" 20 - 20.6
o 26 26,6

18 43 4.4
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often a truant. 1f truancy is staying out of sehool
golely because he hates school, truaney is rare amoné this
group, Observations indicate that migrant ehildren
usually fail to attend school hecause the parents need
thelr earnings to supplement the family income. Work is
necessary and vital for subsistance--not an escape from
academio endeavor. In this study it has been found that
ohild labor is oommon, but truancy is not an important

Lactor,

Efforts to Mest the Broblem

The West has long felt the need of migrant legis-
lation. %he first labor camp sanitation aet in Californis
went into effsot as far baock as August 10, 1913. The
State Board of Health had the responsibility of eaforoing
this law but no funds were provided and the whole effors
became ineffesctuasl. The camps were so scattered and in
out~of~-the~way places that law enforsement was almost nil.

The year 1913 alsoc saw the oreation of the Commiesion
of Immigration and Housing. To this group went the taxk
of keeping labor camps sanitary and inhabltable. For the
next twenty years the Commission did & routine job of in-
specting tut never really solved the problem. Finally in
1933 the Legislature placed this bureau under the Depart-
ment of Induatrial Relations. From this time on, the stafdf
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became smaller and less effectual. In 1934 the State
Emergency Relief Administration set up the Rural Rehabili~-
tation Division to remove destitute farm families from the
relief rolls. In a survey made at this time 1t was found
that 60,000 fumilies that formerly made their living in
agriculture were now on relief,

This orgsnization immediately made plans for the
supervision of sanitation in migratory labor camps and
worked very efficiently until July, 1938. At this time
the Federal Government oreated the Resettlement Admini-
stration, forebear of the present Farm Security Adminie
stration. With this existent negligence and indifference
on the part of California sgencies and the population in
general, it is no wonder that unhealthy econditions
persist,

The Farm Security Administration has continued to
take an aotive part in this campaign against f£ilth and
disease and has perhaps done the best Jaklcf all, Through
its camps it has provided sanitary shelters for 4,731
families, but there atill remsin 100,000 families camped
on diteh banks and in pudblic end private camp grounds.
Something will have to be done for them.

The state has long been conoerned sbout the irregular
attendanse of migratory children. 4is early as 1921 a oome-

pulgory school attenisnce law was passed. Prev&anbly &
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6hild had to attend school only in the distriot where he
reaided, The new law required that he attend school in
whatever distriet he might happen to be during the school
term. |

By 19R7 the situation had become more aoute and
further legislation was provided., Under this new aot the
State Depariment had to encourage and help organize
special classes for migratory children. This edict lasted
ten years, and these special schools wers renamed "emer-
genoy schools.” The 3tate Depariment was not successful
in enforeing attendance. When the family lives in u
federally enforced labor eamp, the children find {t more
diffioult to elude the attendsnce officer. Compulsory
edusation is not the final eolution,

Beoause these families move about so much it is
difficult for the ohild's development to be & smooth growe
ing process. In following the different orops the family
will move from four to ten times during the sohool year.
Often the child, if he attends school at all, will find
himself fecing many school situations. This moving about
failé t0 give the child the feeling of belonging and he
feels apart from sooiety and authority. This makes it
hard for the school, the attendance officer and most of
all, for the child. Through no fault of his own the mi-
grant ohild finde himself the victim of & peculiar sosial
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order about whioh he can do nothing. Not only is he hurt
by interrupted edusation and irregular sttendance--he is
the vietim of f1lth, poverty, negleet, ohild labor, mal-
nutrition, and immorality.

The edueators in California are faced with a great
problem. They cannot stabilize the eflucation of the
children uniil they stabilime the parents. Keep their
wanderings to & minimum, and their educational opportunity
will improve.

The Parm Security Adminiatration has conducted
several co-operative farm experimenta. One of these in
Californla proved one thing conolusively~-that most people
want a chance to work instead of relief., The governmsnt
gupplied the land, equipment, and management while fifteen
dust bowl refugees supplied the stamina and coursge. Om a
share-the-profits plan the venture has proved to be highly
auccessful, The men worked %o earn enough to pay the
government for the land,‘atank, and equipment, besides
retaining enough for living expenses. This plan is new
and takes tima to put into cperation but has all the
features of effestive rehabilitation.

Evans suggests (20:8):

First, there must be an attaek upon the
conditions which are creating large supplies

Tivelihood than thas diseovered through ai-

gration. 3econd, there must be an attack on .
that form of agrioultural economy whioh re-
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gquires a large labor supply, available for

sporadic and chaotiec employment, from day

to day as the need arises.

In order to better living conditions 1t has been
found necessary to educate the grown-ups as well as the
children. This 1s because many families were burdened by
"habite left over from the old ways of life." Rehsbillie
tation, of necessity, must involve reconditioning many

habits that developed out of impoverished circumstances.



TABLE XX

Parm Security Oamp Facilities Completed or
Projeoted to Be Complete by ipril 1, 1941
{Prom Farm Security Administration, U.S.D.4.)

,aaﬁkmwﬂHWML&bor,MWan‘MRQQ’l w~“$°nt,w“.wwgr‘ilgrwma“gaait’
Homes Shelters _7Platforms _ Spaces  (Family)
Ceres 50 : B0
Gridley 24 150 15 189
Winters 24 173 ‘ 196
vWestley 24 b6 153 233
Visalia 78 307 28 410
Shafter 40 4 219 £6 289
Arvin 44 106 98 248
Indio 40 188 20 245
Brawley 185 20 208
Yaba City 84 268 i6 368
Thoraton 30 108 8 143
Woodville 73 281 32 386
Firebaugh 36 297 12 24 368
Mobile #1 200 200
Hobile #2 200 200
Hovile #3 200 200
Modile #5 200 200

Modile #6 200 | 200




CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCILUSIONS, RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary and Conelusion

Almoat three-fourths of the parents in this study
came from the poorer regions of four states-~-Oklahoma,
Texas, Arkansas, and Missouri. As ﬂis expected, the
academic attainment of this group was not high. The
fathers sompleted, on the average, 6.6 grades while the
mothers showed a better average with 7.3 grades. It would
be difficult to ascertain if this situation was due to
migration or lack of educational opportunity. The eighth
grade was terminal for about 33 per cent uhiia anathor
BO per cent failed to reamch this point., ILess than one per
cent finished high aschool,

Others in the household, not classified as parents or
a8 students, were also studied. This group followed very
elosely the educational pattern of the paranta. The
eighth grade was terminal for 33 per cent. The percentage
of high school graduastes was slightly higher than for the
parents., The drop~out in the elementary grades was about
the same. |

Of the 1033 children studied, 608 were attending
8chool; 5561 were in the elementary grades; 53 were in high

school; and one was enrolled in college. The averags
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pupil hed completed 4.4 grades, There were 3594 pre-school
¢ohildren and 98 who had left sshool to work.

Retardation was found in all gradea, pupils on the
average being retarded almost one year., Twenty-three per
cent or 144 were one year too old for their grades while
three pupils were five years retarded, Forty-nine per
cent were retarded at lesst one grade, Pupils tend to
become more retsrded the longer they remain in sehool.
Thigz is true up to the eighth grade after which point the
more ratarded drop out of asschool. The group that continues
is more select, on the average.

Meny pupils leave school before completing the fourth
grade. They are often two or three yesrs retarded at this
point and, discouraged, go into the fields where they can
gain soeinl recogunition and more or less financial inde~
pendense.

During the school year 4.9 per cent of the children
of school age fail to enroll. Another five or ten per
cent attend part time. During the summer, praetieally all
¢hildren work in the hsrvest if there is work they ean do.

The average migrant shild completes the eighth grade
when he is between fifteen and sixteen years of age and
terminates hie formal education at that point,

Retardation and child labor are common smong migrant

ehildren and are detrimental to educsationsl opportunity.
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Migration is %o be condenned for the following reasons:

1, The children of migrants have little ohance for
full social development or normal community life.

2. The ohildren d0 not learn the fundamentals of
¢leanliness and sanitation.

3. Education is interrupted and intermittent, re-
sulting in extreme retardation eausing children to leave
school at an early age.

4. Children are not given a chance to develop
special talents or exercise self-expresaion.

8. Children fail to develop community loyalty.

Reeommendation

It has been reaognlzed that the migratory farm labor
problem is not indiginous to the west coast; its effeots
are nation-wide. Therefore, national support will de
necessary to carry out any remedial program effeetively.
Any program will of necessity have tc come about by the
sombined efforts of Congress and the United States Depart-
ment of Agrioulture. The problem is too large to be
undertaken by any atats or group of states,

Solution will have to come about by sustained effort
in several directions simultaneocusly. Conditions on the
west coast will have to be attacked whils farming and

social sonditions in the Great Plains étﬁtes are under~
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in school while school is in session, Regular attendance
should be compulaory for all children under sixteen years
of age. lihere nesessary, special truant officers should
be employed to enforce attendanse of migrant ohildren.

3. Improve conditions of migrants.

A. Mobile labor camps. It is recommended that more
mobile eamps, such as ﬁhesa provided by the Parm Security
Administration, be construoted and put into tsa} A mobile
camp consists of units that are moved on govérnmeat trucks
and follow the orops with the migrants. The units inelude
generators, poriable laundry and bathing facilities, tent
Platforms, water heaters, first aid units, business |
officea, nursery school, and all equipment necessary for
operating sn effiolent camp. Tenants ean work in the ocamp
to pay small rental charges.

B. Permanent labor camps. The construotion of pere
manent labor camps for migrant workers would improve
sanitary conditions, as all occupants would be urged and
glven the opportunity to praotice good haalth’hablta.
These camps should have modern bathing and laundry faeili-
ties with a competent person to supervise use thereof.

There should be availabdle tent pletforms, cotisges,
and trailer spaces to suit the needs of a variety of
families. Camps should be strategically located in agri-

cultural areas.
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C. Health an& medical program. The permanent camp
would undoubtedly improve the health and sanitary condi-
tions of the migrant but there is a need for mediscal care.
A program of preventive and corrective medicine is recom-
mended. The plan would function under the guidance of the
State Board of Health, the State Department of Social
wielfare, and eounty welfars departments, Through a
remedial program of this kind the mumber of unemployables
in the staie could be materially reduced. Other phases
would include immunigation, nutrition, child welifare, and
free~-ilunch program. Health clinios oould be located along
the main routes of migration and made eusily accessible to
a maximum nuaber of patients. Pay weuld be expeseted from
those financislly able, Sanitary and health regulations
would be set up by the State Board af‘Kaalth and enforced
by local medical authorities.

4. Improve farming conditions.

A. 3Stabilize the farm people of the Great Plains
stéﬁes by returning them to the soil. Dispossessed fami~
lies should be relocated on farms where their farm imcomes
can be supplemented by agricultursl lsbor. Pert of their
subsiglence can come directly from the soil by diversified
farming in contrast to the ¢ld praciice ¢f ome-crop
t&rming where the fumilies did not imise any of the pro-

duets they consumed in their diets. Farmers should be
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given long-term loans to buy farms of their own. With
pride of ownership eomes better ocare of the land,

B. Improve temure system. Zncourage tenants to re-
main longer on one farm. As much is lost through moving
and as tenants seldom remain on a farm longer than three
years, it is advocated that a better tenant-landlord
understanding be developed. By remaining in one place
over a period of years the tenant can make long term
plans, make improvements, and take pride in his accom-
blishments. He is the one who bhenefits by his diligenoce
and psraerverance, If his temurs ocovers a long period he
feels a sense of ownership and security that is vital in
keeping the farmer on the soil. ‘

. C. Take better care of the soil. Soil eonssrvation
will necessarily become a common practice instead of
theory. It shall bdecome the duty of every farm worker,
tenant, and landlord to preserve the soil. Sinoe loss of
801l has bsen one of the chief ressons for many farmers'
abandoning thelr farms it behooves the nation to maske soil
congervation ons of 1lits chief objeetives,

D. Encourage co=-operative farm projects. This method
of farming is one deaigned specificeally to eut cost of pro-
duetion, 4 group of farmers, living on sdjecent treots of
land, buy machinery and breeding animals cooperatively,

The cost of maintenance is divided among all members of the

co-~operative. A faurmer on & small traet will often be un-
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able to purchase a harvester or other expensive equipment

when he must rely on his own meager resourdes.

Farther Studies

It was not intended that this study be considersd
final. It is hoped that other writers will feel the need
to do further investigation along this line. he field is
by no means olused and the problem is noi clese to solu-
Glon. lany mors investigatiocuns will need to be carried on
before all the phases of the problem are brought to light.
Some of the unccessary studies will be stated here.

l. 4 comparison in academie achievement beiween
migrant children in Californis and farm labor children in
the Great Zlains states. The children would be mutehed as
Lo chronclogical age, sex, mumber, and background. Both
groups would be tested for achievement. 4 study of this
kind would help to show guantitatively and qualitetively
the elflecis of migratlion un sohool achievement.

2« A study of correlation vetween length of migra-
tion history snd acudemic auchisvemeni. 4 sample of
euildren whose parents had been migranis for twenty years
would be tested and compared with other children whose
parents had veen migrants for shorier periods of time. It
is possible that there might be a positive reliation between

aohievement aud migration, i.e., children whosze parents
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had been migrants for a long period of time would be ex-
peoted to make lower achievement scores. If results bear
out this suppoasition, it can bde salid that migration is a
feotor in educational retardation,

3, A ocomparison of the edusational atiainments of
migratory perents with that of their children. The object
of this study would be to determine, if possible, whether
parental influence has been g factor in children's drop-
ping out of school. In a study of this kind it would be
negessary %o keep constant sconomic eonditions and eduoa-
tional opportunity.

4. A study of the correlation between economis
gecurity and educational progress among migrants. Many
ehildren drop out of school defore the ninth grade. How
many of them leave for financial reasons is not known. 3By
éxamining the anmal incomes of many migrent families and
the educational progreas of the children it may be possible
to suggest what percentage of migrant children would
continue in school if finances permitted.

5., A determining study of the causes of slimination
from school of migrant children. The purposs of this
study would be to dimocover how many pupils leave school
beoaunse of poverty, sicknesa, excess retardation, and
other reasons. Survey and interview methods would be

uged.
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6. A currioulum based on the needs of migrant
éhildren. This study would invelve the formulation of a
new philosophy of education especially adapted to the
teaching of this type of children. The new philosophy
would embody new objeciives and new desired outcomes.

7. A health and sanitary rating scale for studying
improvement in living conditions of the migrant., A five~
point check list could be #@evised to rate labor camps and
individual migrant abodes. Points would be given accorde
ing to degree of absence or presence of certain necessary
sanitary facilities.

There are many more studies to be made before this

problem is in process of solution.
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