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THE SPITTLE BUG

Therc has beon very little opportunity te study the life habits
of this insect and only 2 1imited opportunity for control tests. Two
yoars ogo thu spittle bug appearcd in jamnging numbors in strowberrics.
At this time some initvial exporiments were begun which W continued
last year, Thesc preliminary tosts hove given some vVery encouraging

information relative to the control of the Dbuge
£

The bugs winter epparently as Sggs On the dead leaves at the
base of the plents and early in the spring they begin to hatch., The
first application of our control tests was made on April 15 two years
ago and on April 21 last year, when the spittle bugs were Vvery small
end the strawberry plants in the bud, Liquid sprays of nicotine
sulfate and dusts consisting of nicotine and lime and hydrated lime,
o5 well as many other different kinds of dusting end 1iquid materials
were tried out. The liquid sprays of nicotine sulfate and similaer
liquid contact insecticides were not cffective in our tests. Hydrated
Jime dusted on the plants gave about 90 kill, A& 2% nicotine and 4%
nicobtine dust geve 95% and 100% kill respectively. Our tests this
last year were not o8 satisfactory as they were the year before, but
the kill was about in the same relative proportion.

The materials were applied with a hand bellows duster cosbing
about $20. Several acres, 3% is believed, can be covered in a day by
one man with one of these dusters. The spout of the duster is placed
in the crown of the plent and one or two movements of the bellows
is made so that the dust will be Hlown throughout the orown of the
plent.c . Thorough coverage of the "spit" bug with the cust is essential,

The: applications of materials later than the atter part of
April werc not as effoctive in combating the iusect mor in prevonting
the damage coused by the insect as were those applications made on
ppril 15 and April 21. A 2% nicotine dust apparcntly is more offective
than lime in loter applications.

The bug appereuntly causes more darage to the Marshalls than it
does to the Ettersburgs. Dvsting applicetions gave Us better results
with the Marshalls than the Bttersburgs when the yield of the dust
plots as compared with the eheck was taken into consideration,

Don C. Mote,
Entomologist,



