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IT ISN'T THE HUNTING THAT'S HURTING
As you'll note, this issue of the Bulletin

is devoted largely to the new nongame
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management responsibilities delegated to
the Game Commission in the past session
of the legislature. Though the main move

the Commission made was to protect
certain species, it's not hunting that's
hurting them.

It has been popular in recent months
with certain concerned citizens and ele-
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ments of the press to vent their wrath
on hunters and hunting as the cause of
wildlife shortages. This misdirected condemnation stems from a number of things

but basically it seems to us it is from
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lack of information at times coupled with
a closed mind.
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tinued existence of these animals. But
more important than this, many forms of

wildlife have had little support from

anyone other than the hunter. For many
years it has been the hunter who has contributed through license fees and through
taxes he asked for on sporting arms and
ammunition to the welfare of our wildlife

resource. True, his money was directed

In 1970 Oregon sport fishermen enjoyed the best salmon and steelhead fish-

ing ever recorded as evidenced by the
take of dose to 594,700 fish from the
various streams of the state and adjacent

Students Trained
Month of August
Total to Date

957
169,102

Firearms Casualties Reported in 1971
Fatal
Nonfatal
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on the protected list simply because they
have strong aesthetic values and the Commission felt harassment or commercialization of them is undesirable.

threat to the survival of any of our wildlife species. The continual insidious attri-

surpluses that can threaten the con-

1970 Good Year

49
2,429

gon because proper habitat for them is
limited. Several other species were put

harvest annual big game animal surpluses

killing all of the birds and animals. True,

Instructors Approved
Month of August
Total to Date

The Game Commission put under
complete protection a number of species
that have never been numerous in Ore-

It has been many years since legal
sport hunting of any kind has been a

Condemners will say that this is only

HUNTER SAFETY
TRAINING PROGRAM

fact, in numerous instances he has been
the leader both vocally and financially
in bringing back waning populations of
various animals and birds.

The scientific game manager has for
many years depended on the hunter to

fair since he is the one who has been

complete protection.

for the elimination of any species. In

But perhaps even more important than
the protection aspect of the Commission

habitat saved and created has benefited
many other forms of wildlife.
Long a friend of campers and children, the
golden-mantled ground squirrel was captured
in the 1912 photo by William Finley. Often
mistakenly called the chipmunk, this fellow is
larger and has no stripes along the sides of his
head. Under new authority the Game Commission passed a regulation giving these animals

sport hunter has never been responsible

Certain individuals just feel that man
should not hunt or kill any living things.
This, however, is a philosophical argument that is as irresolvable as arguments
on religion and politics.

largely toward game species; however, the

The Cover

he has been taking off the surpluses of
game birds and animals but the legal

offshore waters. The combined catch
exceeds the previous high catch recorded
in 1967 by about 4,000 fish.

Reino Koski, who maintains statistics
on these important sport fisheries, said
that anglers took just over 428,200 salmon and over 166,400 steelhead during
the 1970 season.

action was the plan adopted that will
allow the staff to actively manage many
of these heretofore uncared for creatures.

tion of wildlife habitat by the advance
of "civilization" is the true threatener of

the continued existence of all of our
current forms of wild creatures.

Habitat improvement projects designed

for nongame can now be
instituted. How far this work can go
specifically

depends largely on the finances available
and the support offered by the citizenry
of Oregon. Hunters have shown that they
will contribute. Time will reveal whether
the sometimes vociferous condemners
really want to contribute to the future of
our wildlife resource by participating in
ways that will truly be helpful. R. E. S.

ANGLING REGULATIONS
HEARING DATE SET
On November 6 the Game Commission
will hold a public hearing to discuss the
1972 sport fishing regulations. The hearing will start at 10 a. m.

The meeting will be held at the auditorium of the new Western Forestry Cen-

ter west of Portland in the Zoo-OMSI
area just off Canyon Road. The location
was moved to provide a larger meeting
room to accommodate everyone who is
interested.
OCTOBER 1971

OK AT
NON-GAME
On September 10 the Game Commission took positive steps to implement pro-

visions of H.B 1123 passed at the last
session of the legislature. A plan for

By R. U. MACE
Chief, Game Division

management of nongame animals during
the next two years was adopted and several forms of rare or endangered wildlife
were declared to be protected species.
Provisions of the 1971 Act, which be-

came effective September 9, delegated
responsibility for protection, preservation,

propagation, promotion and control of
wildlife within the state and development

of wildlife-oriented recreation. The Act
further defined wildlife to include game
,----- fish, wild mammals except whales and
porpoises, birds, amphibians and reptiles.
An exception to this broad authority pro-

vided that nothing in the Act affected
the right of any person to control predatory animals or the responsibility of the
State Department of Agriculture to ad-

minister predator control programs as
outlined in Chapter 610 of the Oregon
Laws. This point was further clarified by
a ruling from the Attorney General's of-

fice. Predatory animals are defined as
coyotes, rabbits, red fox, bobcats and any

rodents or birds which are or may be
destructive to agricultural crops.

Based on directives contained in the
Act and subsequent interpretation by the
Attorney General's office, the Commission adopted the following plan for man-

aging nongame wildlife and wildlifeoriented recreation during the next two
years.

Egrets, pelicans, and other water birds were losing their nesting island because of wave action of Crump
Lake in southeastern Oregon. An attempt was made to stabilize the island by using old tires and willow

plantings. With the new authority granted the Commission by the legislature, more such activities

APPOINT AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Recognizing that such a broad subject
is of statewide interest and that a successful program necessitates public participation, the Commission proposes to establish a Nongame Wildlife Advisory Committee. Knowledgeable representatives of

interested organizations will be invited
to participate. The Committee will aid
the Commission by assisting with the de(Continued on Page 4)
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can be carried out as funds become available.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Pictured throughout this issue are the mammals now protected as a result of Game
Commission action on September 10, 1971. In a future issue we will have pictures
of the Amphibians and Reptiles now protected.

GOLDEN-MANTLED GROUND SQUIRRELThis friendly fellow is probably the best known of all
the squirrels in Oregon. Though he is often called a chipmunk, he lacks the head stripes of his
smaller cousin and also has bright golden shoulder coloring from which he gets his name. His body

stripes are similar to those of the chipmunk; however, he is usually almost twice the size of his
smaller "look-alike" relative. Found east of the summit of the Cascades and in the Siskiyous of
southwestern Oregon. (See cover photo)

Page 3

NON-GAME
(Continued from Page 3)

sign and coordination of inventory programs, review of problems and making
recommendations that are pertinent to
management of nongame wildlife.

CLASSIFICATIONS OF OREGON WILDLIFE
"WILDLIFE" means game fish, wild mammals ( except whales and porpoises),
birds, amphibians, and reptiles. (ORS 496.006)

Other Oregon laws and state regulations provide the following classifications of
"wildlife."

GAME ANIMALS
Taking of the following species is controlled by statute and regulation.
Game Fish

Game Mammals

Game Birds

Furbearers

Salmon

Ducks

Trout

Antelope
Deer

Bass

Elk

Geese
Swans

Beaver
Fisher

Sunfish
Perch
Crappie
Shad
Sturgeon
Mullet
Catfish
Whitefish
Grayling

Mountain Goat
Mountain Sheep
Silver Gray Squirrel
Black Bear

Brant
Mergansers
Cranes
Rails

Cougar

Coots

Raccoon

Snipe and other

Ringtail Cat
Kit Fox

bus Day windstorm.

CONDUCT INVENTORIES

Accumulating information on the status
of nongame wildlife populations and the
habitat in which they live is a continuing
need and it is in this area that interested
persons can make the greatest contribution. While some information is available
as a by-product of current game inventory
programs, a statewide effort specifically
for nongame species is desirable. This will
require participation by a large number
of individuals willing to conduct counts
in a systematic manner each year. Biology
departments of various schools have long

evidenced an interest in practical field
projects and assisting in an annual nongame wildlife count offers an excellent
opportunity for students to both learn
and contribute under the continuing supervision of qualified instructors. The
school system is but one example of potential assistance and other obvious possibilities include the many public service

organizations having an interest in the
out-of-doors.

Bullfrogs

Mink
Marten
Muskrat

Otter (sea and river)
Wolverine

shore birds
Mourning Doves
Band-tailed Pigeons
Pheasants
Quail
Grouse
Partridge
Wild Turkey

Though nongame species have benefited from
habitat improvement for game birds and animals,
some specific projects have been carried out for
them. Squirrel nesting boxes were installed in
the Salem Capitol grounds trees when it was
suspected that many of the old trees used by
these creatures were tipped over by the Colum-

Amphibians

PROTECTED WILDLIFE
Taking of the following species of wildlife is prohibited by statute or regulation.
Birds

Mammals

(ORS 498.015)
All birds except
"game birds" and
"unprotected birds"

Sea Lion
Sea Otter
Fisher
Wolverine

Kit Fox
Ringtail Cat
Columbia River
White-tailed Deer
Seal (except on

Amphibians

Reptiles

Larch Mountain
Salamander
Siskiyou Mountain
Salamander
Black Salamander
Oregon Slender
Salamander
Tailed Frog
Western Spotted Frog

Collared Lizard
Leopard Lizard
Short-horned
Lizard
Sharp-tailed
Snake

Columbia River )

Cony or Pika

*Protected except
when damaging
agriculture.

*Flying Squirrel
*Chickaree or Pine Squirrel
*Golden-mantled Ground
Squirrel
*Chipmunk

UNPROTECTED WILDLIFE
Taking of the following species of wildlife is allowed at any time with the per-

mission of landowners and in compliance with applicable laws and regulations.

ENCOURAGE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

As is true of all wildlife, the welfare
of nongame species depends in great
measure on suitability of the habitat.
There are a variety of opportunities to
(Continued on Page 5)
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UNPROTECTED BIRDS
(ORS 498.020)

Cormorant
Kingfisher
Jay

Magpie
Crow
Raven

Starling
Blackbird
House Sparrow

OTHER WILDLIFE

Mammals, amphibians, and reptiles that

are not herein classified as "game animals" or "protected wildlife."
OCTOBER 1971
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encourage habitat developments and such
opportunities will be pursued during the
coming biennium.
The Commission administers approxi-

mately 100,000 acres of land which is
managed primarily for the production of

game and for providing recreation

through hunting. Improving these lands
by means of food, water and cover developments has provided substantial benefits
for nongame species. A waterfowl marsh,
for example, is ideally suited to the needs
of shore birds, furbearers and other wildlife dependent on an aquatic environment.
SEA OTTEROnce extinct in Oregon, it has been reintroduced in several areas from Coos Bay south
along the coast. Rarely seen on land, these interesting creatures spend most of their lives amongst
the kelp beds offshore.

Requirements of nongame wildlife will
be kept in mind as future development
work is planned.
Of equal interest are opportunities pro-

vided for people to view, photograph
and otherwise enjoy wildlife on Game
Commission lands. An example is Jewell

Wildlife Meadows in Clatsop County
which is being developed for the primary
purpose of providing Roosevelt elk and

other wildlife for people to see in a
natural setting. Parking areas overlooking
fields inhabited by elk during the winter

and spring are being developed and the
construction of nature trails and wildlife
exhibits are in the planning stages. Display ponds for waterfowl have been constructed at Sauvie Island near Portland,
at the Denman Management Area north
of Medford and a viewing overlook has
been completed on the Ladd Marsh project south of La Grande. Various other
wildlife - oriented recreational develop-

ments of a similar nature are under conHAIR SEALFound all along the Oregon coast and as a visitor in the bays, inlets, and river mouths.
It is protected everywhere except in the mouth of the Columbia River where statute permits the
Fish Commission to continue a control program.

sideration.

The many public parks, both state and
municipal, provide numerous opportunities for developments to encourage nongame wildlife and to provide opportuni-

ties for public viewing of the various
birds and mammals at such sites. Staff
SEA LIONFound all along the Oregon coast with the largest concentrations on Orford Reef. Breeding
colonies make their home on Orford Reef and along the Lane County coastline.

members are currently advising city and

county parks department personnel on
methods of developing nongame wildlife
facilities and will seek out other oppor-

tunities to promote development work
wherever feasible.

Over half the state is in public ownership with most of this land being administered by the federal government through
the Departments of Agriculture and Interior. Such agencies manage lands for
multiple uses, one of which is nongame
wildlife, and Commission employees are
actively working with such public land

managers to develop master plans for
wildlife enhancement.

A major phase of the Commission's
(Continued on Page 8)

Page 5

SAW-WHET OWL

YOUNG SHORT-EARED OWL

YOUNG LONG-EARED OWL

BARN OWLS

GREAT HORNED OWL

SNOWY OWL

SCREECH OWL

YOUNG BURROWING OWLS

a
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PYGMY OWL
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Oregon's
Hawks

and Owls
For a number of years Oregon's hawks

and owls have been protected by law.
However, the great horned owl and the
hawks may be killed by a landowner if
they are in the act of destroying poultry
or domestic animals.

Generally hawks and owls are very
beneficial birds though often unjustly
persecuted. Their constant rodent control

work makes them highly valuable to
ranchers, and the effect they have on
upland bird populations under normal
conditions is not significant.
The birds shown on these two pages
are both residents and migrant visitors to
Oregon. Some may be found here yearround, others only during certain months,
And others such as the snowy owl only
during certain years.
So, if you have youngsters who may be

tempted to do a bit of indiscriminate
"plinking," the big soaring birds shouldn't

be used as targets! They're magnificent
flyers and fascinating to watch . . . shoot
them with a camera only. Part of the new
policy concerning nongame species adopted by the Game Commission states that

there will be increased emphasis on enforcing the laws that protect these birds.
Two 4-page leaflets are available free
of charge from the Commission telling

more about these birds. If you write,
please specify that you want the hawk

SPARROW HAWK

IMMATURE SWAINSON'S HAWK

and owl information leaflets.

MARSH HAWK

GAME BULLETIN

IMMATURE COOPER'S HAWK

IMMATURE RED-TAILED HAWK
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statewide wildlife plan now being developed includes accumulating information on the status of the various species,

including the more common nongame
forms. With this information as a basis,
it will be possible to recommend habitat
development projects where the needs are
recognized. Wildlife populations on pri-

vate lands are induded as a part of the
plan, and it is anticipated that many landowners will be receptive to recommendations which benefit nongame species. In.64

formation on methods for improving

-'11.t'"C"-

,NakArild
WOLVERINEThe largest land member of the weasel family. Thought to be extinct in Oregon until
the past few years when several animals have been seen in the central part of the Cascades. Up to
18 inches high at the shoulders.

wildlife conditions will be made available

to the public and many people are expected to apply such recommendations in
developing their own or other properties.
The Commission has been active in re-

establishment of native species which
disappeared during the early days of
settlement. Both the California and Rocky

Mountain bighorn sheep have been re-

introduced to the state as well as the
sea otter which was once present along
the Oregon coast. Although the mountain
goat and white-tailed ptarmigan were not
native to Oregon, introductions were

made after investigation indicated that
conditions were suitable. The amount of
interest shown by those who enjoy viewing such unique species of wildlife encourages the continuation of transplanting programs.
FURNISH EDUCATIONAL SERVICES

A statewide educational program is
FISHERFound in limited numbers in the high Cascades, Blue, and Wallowa Mountains. This mediumsized member of the weasel family is about 12 inches high at the shoulders.

RINGTAIL CATFound only in the southwestern part of Oregon. Largely a noctural animal, these
friendly animals are seldom seen.

conducted for young people, both in the
schools and at summer camps throughout
the state, for the purpose of promoting an
appreciation of wildlife and an understanding of the various management programs being conducted. While much of
the emphasis has been on game birds and
animals, the recent broadening of responsibilities provides an incentive to include
more information on nongame species.
The Game Bulletin reaches approximately 50,000 persons monthly, many of

whom do not hunt or fish but simply

enjoy reading about the state's wildlife.
The Bulletin offers an excellent means
of carrying the nongame wildlife message

as evidenced by the issue you are now
reading. More material on the subject will

be included in future editions. A wide
variety of other printed material is also
available for distribution and such references will be up-dated and expanded as
time permits.
Every juvenile under 18 years of age
who wishes to hunt must first obtain a

certificate of competency in the safe
(Continued on Page 9)
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handling of firearms which requires com-

pleting a course approved by the Game
Commission. Some material on wildlife
conservation and related subjects is included in the course and additional information on nongame wildlife will be
added in the future. Mandatory training
before youngsters are allowed to hunt
provides an opportunity to impress every
young person with the importance of non-

game species at a time when they are
most receptive.
Commission personnel regularly appear

DESERT KIT FOXAlso called the swift fox, this little member of the dog family is on the edge of its
North American range in southeastern Oregon. Probably never very numerous in the state, it is
shy and seldom seen.

on TV and radio programs and all news
media are provided weekly informational
releases. Such outlets offer an excellent
opportunity to feature the nongame wild-

life story and these opportunities will
be pursued. Not to be overlooked from
the standpoint of education are Commis-

sion employees who meet members of
the public daily while conducting duties
in the field. In-service training programs
are being planned to acquaint all person-

nel with the knowledge necessary for
discussing nongame wildlife at group
meetings and on a person-to-person basis.
CARRY ON RESEARCH

There are several research projects underway on nongame wildlife, including
life history studies of the osprey, accipiter
hawks and coyotes. Expansion of this type
of research, not only as Commission projects, but in cooperation with universities
and land management agencies is needed.
PROVIDE PROTECTION

Protection from hunting, disturbance
by the public, and the detrimental effects

COLUMBIA RIVER WHITE-TAILED DEEROnce found widely throughout the Willamette Valley, this
subspecies of the whitetail has not been able to cope with man's invasion of its habitat. It has been
crowded back to a small area along the lower Columbia River. Even here, land use changes are
further threatening its existence.

of various land management practices will

continue to be a necessary part of the
nongame wildlife program. Oregon laws

dealing with protected species such as
nongame birds, which include falcons,
hawks, owls and eagles, will be enforced

by the Department of State Police and
by Commission employees deputized for
the purpose. Rare or endangered forms
of wildlife which are declared protected
species will receive similar attention from
the enforcement standpoint.
While hunting is not an important factor affecting most mammals recently

placed under the Commission's jurisdic-

tion, changes in habitat and land use
practices have had serious impacts. The
Game Commission has an opportunity to

review and comment in advance on
county zoning plans as well as timber
cutting and road building programs proposed by federal land management agencies. Such reviews offer opportunities to
(Continued on Page 10)
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CONY OR PIKAThis small rabbit-like creature seldom weighs more than half a pound and is found
only in the high rocky areas of the Cascades and mountains of eastern Oregon. Though sometimes
called "rock rabbit," it does not have the large back legs of the rabbit and has small rounded ears.

NON-GAME
(Continued from Page 9)

influence land use decisions affecting
wildlife and the welfare of nongame
species will be considered in making
recommendations. Similarly, the Commis-

sion reviews all proposed reservoir construction and other water development
projects and comments on pesticide appli-

cations planned for federal and state
lands. By carefully evaluating all proposals, detrimental effects on wildlife can
be minimized.
CONTROL WILDLIFE WHERE NECESSARY

The 1971 legislation specifically charges the Commission with responsibility for

controlling wildlife. Conflicts with agri-

culture and other land uses as well as
hazards to human health are expected to

arise and will require some control of
wildlife populations. The Commission
plans to cooperate with responsible agencies and landowners in assuring efficient

CHIPMUNKSome authorities list more than half a dozen variations of the chipmunk in Oregon.
Though there is considerable difference in size and shades of coloration, all have the black and
white stripes on the head and brownish body to the base of the tail. One type or other is found
in all areas of Oregon.

and humane control programs where
needed.
SEEK ADEQUATE FINANCING

Added responsibilities for nongame
wildlife will require sources of income
other than hunting and angling license
fees to assure an adequate program. By
demonstrating the need, it is anticipated that public support can be enlisted
to secure the necessary financing in subsequent legislative sessions.

CHICKAREE OR PINE SQUIRRELBrownish red

on the back, orange underneath, and with a
chattering voice designed to wake the soundest

sleeper describes this member of the squirrel
family. They are found in most of the timbered
areas of the state.

In addition to adopting the above plan
of action for the next biennium, the Game
Commission took steps on September 10
to declare certain rare or endangered wildlife as protected species. Six amphibians
and four reptiles classified as endangered

following a study sponsored by Oregon
State University were placed on the protected list. These forms, which indude the
Larch Mountain salamander, Siskiyou
Mountain salamander, black salamander,
Oregon slender salamander, tailed frog,

western spotted frog, collared lizard,
leopard lizard, short-horned lizard and
sharp-tailed snake, will be the subject
of a special feature article in a subsequent
issue of the Bulletin.

In all cases, the amphibians and reptiles receiving protection are limited in
distribution and could be threatened by
disturbance or by destruction of habitat.
While hunting is not a factor affecting
survival, the protected status does provide

an opportunity to prevent the collecting
of specimens or disturbance by man. Even

more important from the long - range
standpoint is the fact that protection will
alert land managers to the necessity for

preserving the habitat of these unique
(Continued on Page 12)
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FLYING SQUIRRELHe doesn't fly, but by spreading all four legs out from his body can glide on the
wings of skin that are formed. Various forms of this animal are found in all of the wooded areas
of Oregon. They are seldom seen because of their shyness and noctural habits.

'71 Bird Prospects
By CHESTER E. KEBBE
Biologist, Small Game

Following a public hearing on August
14 the Game Commission approved up-

land game bird regulations which are
slightly more restrictive than last year
and adopted waterfowl regulations which
are similar to those in effect in 1970.

Hunters will be able to shoot one or
more species of game birds from Septem-

Hungarian partridge numbers are on
the increase in the Columbia Basin and
northeast Oregon but have declined in
Grant and Malheur Counties.
With a good population of birds and
relatively light hunting pressure, the
Commission again established a long
season, opening with the deer season and
extending well into January. Bag limits
remain the same as last year with a limit
of 8 birds of either species a day and 16
in possession.
Blue and ruffed grouse production was

ber 1, when the pigeon and dove season
opened, until February 20, when the brant
season closes. It will be possible to enjoy
several different types of bird hunting

good throughout the state and generous

on a single outing and combine bird

gon grouse seasons were authorized to run

shooting with a trip for big game.
UPLAND GAME

Although the winter carryover of
pheasants for the spring breeding season
was approximately the same as in 1970,
production on a statewide basis was down
nearly 27 percent. Fewer young birds than
last year were observed in all areas but
the sharpest declines were recorded in the
Willamette Valley and Malheur County,
two of the major production areas in the
state. Some of the apparent decrease is
believed due to the abnormally cold, wet

spring and to a late harvest of crops,
r--- which made birds difficult to see. On
the basis of this information the Commission authorized a statewide season
from October 16 through November 14,
one week less than last year. In spite of

fewer birds, the outlook is still quite
favorable in Malheur County, the Columbia Basin, and southwestern Oregon.
Valley quail production was higher than

last year in central Oregon but down in
most other parts of the state. Due to the
lower population in western Oregon, the
season was shortened one week but no

change was made in the bag limit. In
eastern Oregon the season opens on Octo-

ber 16 and extends through January 23,
terminating with the chukar season. The
bag limit was reduced to 8 quail a day and

16 in possession. Fair hunting is anticipated on most eastern Oregon ranges.
Mountain quail are included with val-

seasons are provided. East of the Cascades

the season opened September 4 and ran
through September 26. In western Oreconcurrently with the buck season in the
High Cascade Area (September 11-19 )
and during the general deer season
throughout all of western Oregon. Best

hunting areas will be along the ridges
of the Blue and Wallowa Mountains and
in the foothills of the Coast and Cascade
Ranges.

Hunters will again have an opportunity
to bag a Thanksgiving turkey with a fiveday season set for that portion of the state
lying north of U. S. Highway 26 and east
of the Cascade summit. Turkeys are well
dispersed through forested regions in this

area but the chance of bagging one of
the wary birds is quite slim. Following
the general fall season, a spring gobbler
hunt will be held in the same area from
April 29 through May 7.
While upland game hunting prospects
may not appear as good as last year, fair

to good populations of all species are
present. The shotgun enthusiast should
have no difficulty in finding ample opportunities to enjoy his sport. Seasons and

bag limits are liberal and provide an
abundance of recreational opportunities.
WATERFOWL

Another excellent water year in the
prairie provinces of Canada created ideal
nesting habitat for a good breeding population of ducks. Production of most
species was comparable with 1970 and,

as a result, large flights of pintails and

ley quail in the general season due to

mallards are expected to migrate through

difficulty in distinguishing between species where ranges overlap.
The partridge hunter should find conditions quite similar to last year. Chukar

The favorable conditions which resulted in good duck production have prompt-

Oregon.

ed the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and

ties the season is extended through Janu-

ary 23 and the bag limit increased to 7
ducks per day and 14 in possession.

Much of the goose production takes
place north of the Arctic Circle where
changing weather conditions frequently
determine success of the breeding season.
Most species of geese experienced good
nesting success but production from two

races of Canada geese was considerably
below normal. Because of the apparent
decline, smaller goose limits were authorized for five southern Willamette counties and for Baker and Malheur Counties.
The season in the latter two counties was
also shortened to January 2.
During October and early November
hunting of both ducks and geese should
be good in the large marshes of Harney,
Lake, and Klamath Counties and should
remain good until the cold weather forces
the birds to continue south.
In the remainder of the state waterfowl
numbers will remain low until wintering
birds arrive in November. As populations
increase, hunting success will also improve. By early December the best duck
and goose hunting can be found in the
Willamette Valley and along the Columbia and Snake Rivers.

Bird Season Scheduled

For Juvenile Hunters
For the 21st consecutive year the Game
Commission will sponsor an upland bird
and waterfowl season for juveniles on its

E. E. Wilson Game Management Area
located about 12 miles north of Corvallis.

The season is limited to young hunters
aged 14 through 17.
Young bird shooters have season dates
of September 25 and 26 and October 2

and 9 to test their wing shooting on

pheasants, quail, and waterfowl. A non-

hunting adult at least 21 years of age
must accompany not more than two juve-

nile hunters. A limit of 75 hunters daily
is permitted.
On October 16, 17, 23, and 30 both
juveniles and accompanying adults may
hunt on the area. Again the father and
son event features pheasant, quail, and
waterfowl gunning.

Permits are issued free at the Game
Commission's Portland and Corvallis of-

fices in the order that applications are

Deschutes and John Day Rivers but down

Wildlife to again provide the states with
long seasons and generous bag limits.

received. Applications should include the
name, address, and hunting license num-

slightly over most other eastern Oregon
ranges. The Malheur, Owyhee, and Snake

Within the federal framework the
Game Commission selected a duck season

extending from October 9 to January 9
with a bag of 6 ducks per day and 12 in

ber of both juvenile and accompanying
adult, the desired hunting date, and an
alternative date choice.
All juvenile hunters must have hunter

possession. In nine Columbia Basin coun-

safety certificates.

production was up sharply along the

River drainages will provide hunting comparable to last year but the flocks will be
spotty and more widely dispersed.
GAME BULLETIN

Page 11

NON-GAME
(Continued from Page 10)

OREGON'S 1970 HUNTING CASUALTIES
We usually have an article from Cal

years of age caused more than three-

life will be taken as the need becomes

Giesler, Game Commission hunter safety
supervisor, discussing the previous year's
hunting accident record. We thought per-

fourths of the accidents! Two-thirds of
the accidents occurred at ranges of less

apparent.

haps a different approach might be in

accidents were attributable to just plain

Protection was also afforded the cony
or pika, which inhabits rockslide areas
at higher elevations throughout the state,
the golden-mantled ground squirrel, the
chipmunk, the pine squirrel or chickaree,
and the flying squirrel which are of so
much interest to vacationers and picnick-

order this year so are simply presenting
the figures compiled by Cal and letting
you make your own analysis.
We will point to a few things, how-

carelessness!

ers. While the squirrels are dassed as
rodents and can be controlled by land-

FATAL
NONFATAL

3
50

owners or their representatives without
Commission approval where agricultural

Self-inflicted
Other shooter

29
24

damage is a problem, wide-spread public
interest in these small mammals justified

Ages of
6 -19

forms. Similar action to declare other
rare or endangered species protected wild-

the action. As in the case of the amphibians and reptiles, an important advantage of protection will be to control

ever. NoteOver half of the accidents
were self-inflicted! Shooters under 29

Shooters

Victims

26
14

26
16

5
4
2

6
3

1

1

0

0
0

20 - 29
30 - 39

40 -49

the indiscriminate trapping and removing
of these animals from the wild. It is recognized that chipmunks and goldenmantled squirrels do make appealing pets

50 - 59
60 - 69

but any trapping that is done will be

Animals Being Hunted

governed by permit which must be se-

Deer
Upland Game Birds
Elk

cured in advance.
Other species declared protected wild-

life are the scarce furbearers, which in-

clude the sea otter, fisher, wolverine,
kit fox and ringtail cat. With the exception of hair seals in the Columbia River,
all sea lions and seals are also protected.
The action taken by the Commission
sets the stage for a new era in Oregon's
wildlife management program. The plan
adopted September 10 represents an orderly and logical approach to management

responsibilities for nongame wildlife as
outlined by the legislature. By dedaring
various forms to be protected, notice was
served that no wildlife species will be
threatened with extinction. The Commission recognizes that the task is large and
the unknowns many and is calling upon
concerned citizens for assistance in the
various programs necessary to assure suc-

cess. With the public interest shown to
date and the enthusiasm exhibited by both
Commission members and the staff, there
is every reason for optimism. Using this
start as a basis and working together, the

citizens of Oregon can lead the way in
nongame wildlife management.
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70 - older
Unknown

1

than 3 yards! Over two-thirds of the
To summarizeMost of the accidents

occurred when young hunters shot themselves or their hunting partners. Vehicles
and handguns were involved with a good-

ly number of the hunting accidents.
Hunting Equipment Involved
Handguns
Rifles

15

22

.22 caliber
high power
Shotguns

16

Preseason (before October 3)
Fatal

1

Nonfatal

1

16

Season (Oct. 3 to Jan. 1, 1971)
Fatal

2

Nonfatal

34

Buck Season Only
15
9

4

Fatal

1

self-inflicted
other shooter

7

Rabbits
Squirrels
Bear

4
9

self-inflicted
other shooter

1

Other Species

4

Hunter's Choice

Distances

Unknown

Reasons for Casualties
Carelessness

Out of sight and ricochet
Mistaken for game
Other and unknown
In or on a vehicle

35
4
4
9
1

39
8

3
3
13

WILDLIFE TOO!

0
1

Nonfatal

Migratory Birds

Less than 3 yards
3 -25 yards
26 - 50 yards
51 yards and farther

9
13

8

3
5

Fatal

0

self-inflicted
other shooter

0
0

Nonfatal

5

self-inflicted
other shooter

4
1

Hunting Casualties Past Ten Years
1969
1968
1967
1966
1965

F

NF

6

61

14
14
12
12

74
80
67
62

F

1964
1963
1962
1961

1960

9
10

15
12
13

NF
56
62
47
69
53

effect of five air conditioners; that green-

autos running for 12 hours or absorb the
carbon dioxide generated by 50 autos in
12 hours; and, that a greenbelt 100 yards
wide would have the same effect on the
atmosphere as a one-mile increase in alti-

belts (of trees) 100 feet wide reduces

tude.

Maryland State Forester A. R. Bond,
writing in the Maryland Conservationist,
says that just one tree has the cooling
noise levels 6-8 decibels; an acre of grow-

ing trees will clean air polluted by eight

Just think what those greenbelts and
acres could do for wildlife!

