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YAQUINA RIVER, OREGON.

LETTER
FROM

TilE SECRETARY OF WAR,
TRANSMITTING,

WITH A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, REPORT OP
EXAMINATION OP YAQUINA RIVER, OREGON, PROM YAQUINA
TO ELK CITY.

DECEMBER 15, 1909.Referred to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors and
ordered to be printed.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washsngton, December 11, 1909.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the Chief
of Engineers, U. S. Army, dated 5th ultimo, together with copy of
a report from Maj. J. F. Mclndoe, Corps of Engineers, dated July
31, 1909,of a preliminary examination of Yaquina River,Oregon,from
Yaquina to Elk City, made by him in compliance with the provisions
of the river and harbor act of March 3, 1909.

Very respectfully,
J. M. DrccINsoN,

Secretary of War.

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS,

Washington, November 5, 1909.
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith for transmission to

Congress report of July 31, 1909, by Maj. J. F. Mclndoc, Corps of
Engineers, on preliminary examination authorized by the river and
harbor act approved March 3, 1909, of Yaquina River, Oregon, from
Yaquina to Elk City.
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Very respectfully,
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YAQIJINA RIVER, OREGON.

No work of improvement has ever been done on this river, but
over $700,000 has been expended in providing a suitable entrance
to Yaquina Bay into which the Yaquina River flows. However,
the commerce using this entrance became so small and insignificantthat the improvement was abandoned pursuant to provisions of
section 7 of the river and harbor act of March 3, 1905.

I concur in the opinion of the district officer, the division engineer,
and the Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors that the locality
in question is not now worthy of improvement by the General
Government.

Very respectfully,
W. L. MARSHALL,

Chief of Engineer.s, U. S. Armq.
The SECRETARY OF WAR.

RELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF YAQUINA RIVER, OREGON, FROM
YAQUINA TO ELK CiTY.

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
Portlaiid, Oreg., Jul11 31, 1909.

SIR: In compliance with department letter of March 8, 1909, 1
have the honor to submit the following report on the preliminary
examination of Yaquina River, from Yaquina to Elk City, Oreg.,
provided for in the river and harbor act approved March 3, 1909.

The Yaquina River has previously been examined under the pro-
visions of the river and harbor acts of 1896 and 1902, and the reports
thereon will be found in Documents No. 112, Fifty-fifth Congress,
second session, and No. 240, F'ifty-eighth Congress, second session.

The following general description of the river is quoted from thelast report:
The Yaquina River is a small stream which takes its rise in the Coast Range of

mountains in Lincoln County, Oreg., about 30 miles in a direct line from the PacificOcean. Twenty-one miles from its mouth it is joined by its principal tributary,Big Elk, at the small settlement of Elk City. The amount of fresh water carried by
both streams is insignificant. The tidal influence extends about 5 miles above Elk
City, which is as far as the streams may be considered navigable, and then only forskiffs and light-draft scows.

At Elk City the river is about 160 feet wide; between that point and the mouth of
Depot Slough, a distance of 9 miles, it gradually widens to about 800 feet. The con-
trolling depth throughout this part of the river is about3 feet at mean low tide, although
many long stretches have depths of from 5 to 10 feet and even more at the same stage.

There is a silt shoal or bar about 1 mile above the mouth of Depot Slough on whichthe prevailing depth is 3 feet at mean low tide. Rocky bar, ii miles below Elk
City, caused by a bowlder slide, is also an obstruction, but can be passed with plentyef water by hugging the north bank. There are also a few snags between Elk City
and the mouth of Depot Slough.

There is a mud bar at the mouth of Depot Slough on which the depth is but 2 feet
at mean low tide and which interferes with navigation between deep water in theYaquina River proper and Toledo.

The average range of the tide at Elk City is about 5 feet, which is but slightly lessthan at the mouth of the river.
From Toledo downstream to Oysterville, about 6 miles, the river varies in width

from 800 to 1,800 feet, except at the first bend below Depot Slough, where it is but400 feet wide. The channel depths vary from 4 to 20 feet throughout this distance,and two silt bars occur, one at the "Chinamans," about 2 miles below the mouth of
Depot Slough, on which the least depth is about 4 feet, and one just above Oysterville,
with about 6 feet on it at mean low tide.

YAQUINA RIVER, OREGON. 3

From Oysterville to Yaquina, about 2 miles, and thence across
Yaquina Bay and bar to the ocean, tiPI channel has a least depth
of 12 feet at low tide. From the above description it will be seen
that for the 17 miles from Yaquina to Elk City the Yaquina River
is a tidal estuary with an average range of tide of 5 feet to 6 feet,
and that, except f: a mud bar at the mouth of Depot Slough,
where the depth is only 2 feet, the least depth in the channel is
about 3 feet at mean low tide.

The town of Yaquina is about half a mile above the head of Yaquina
Bay, which is about 3 miles long and about 1 mile wide. It is a
mall settlement and the terminus of the Corvallis and Eastern

Railroad, which parallels the river to Elk City and crosses the moun-
tains, connecting with the Southern Pacific lines at Corvallis and at
Albany. Elk City is a small village at the head of navigation.
Toledo, the county seat of Lincoln county, with a population of
about 1,000, is situated on Depot Slough, near its junction with the
river. Newport, with a population of about 600, is situated near the
entrance to Yaquina Bay, and during the summer months is said
to be visited by several thousand people. A narrow strip of bottom
land borders the river and its tributary sloughs, but it is not extensive
or highly cultivated, and the neighboring country is hilly and covered
with brush. The valley is therefore sparsely populated.

There is one small sawmill at Elk City, with a capacity of 12,000
feet of lumber per day, and two sawmills at Toledo with a total capac-
ity of about 125,000 feet per day, which are operated to supply the
local demand for lumber. There is a creamery at Toledo and a small
salmon cannery at Oysterville, which ship their product by the rail-
road. No stekmboats are operated on the river between Yaquina
and Elk City, and no commercial statistics were obtainable.

The river and its tributary sloughs are used as a public highway by
farmers and others who own gasoline launches and small barges, on
which they transport wood, hay, and other products to market and
bring back supplies. No record of this traffic is kept but, on account
of the small population, its amount and value can not be very great.

The improvenent desired by the local commercial interests is the
dredging of the shoals, so that vessels which can cross the bar at the
entrance can proceed to Toledo, and perhaps even to Elk City, and
load to a draft of about 14 feet, otherwise it is claimed they are unable
to use ocean transportation without a rehandling of the cargo. With-
out ocean transportation the freight rates to outside markets, on
dairy and farm products and lumber, are considered prohibitive, and
for this reason the present commerce is small.

There is said to be a very large body of yellow fir and sruce
timber, estimated at 8,000,000,000 feet, in the valley of the Siletz
River, from 10 to 20 miles north of the Yaquina River, which may
find an outlet to market by way of Depot Slough and the Yaquina.
In fact a logging railroad is now under construction in order to bring
out some of this timber. Commerce may, in the future, demand
that the shoals between Yaquina and Toledo be deepened, but at
the present time the prospective increase in commerce, either local
or from the Sitz Valley, is too uncertain to warrant any improve-
ment by the Ueneral Government.
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PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION OF YAOUI
YAQUINA To Er,K 

N-q' RIVDR' oREGoN' FRotr'l

I]nrreo Sr,lrEs ENcrrqerin Onnrcr.
Portland,, Oreg., July Sl, '1909.

,  l lo:,-I",q9mRJjance,wilh,pepSrlment letter of MarcL S, tOOO, I
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'+nu lorrowing general description of the river is quotcd fromthe
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The Yaquina.River^is a small stream which takes its'ise in ihe coast Ra'ge ofrnountains in Lincoln county, oreg., about 30 milesi"o air""t rn" tr"o#irr-e pi'cinc
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4 YAQIJINA RIVER, OREGON.

At Toledo there is a public wharf with a frontage of 64 feet, in
addition to two large private wharves at the sawmills. At this and
other points on the river wharf facilities are ample for all needs.
No valuable water power is available for development, as the section
of the river under consideration is tidal.

It is my opinion that neither the present nor prospective demands
of commerce in this locality warrant any expenditure by the General
Government, and that the Yaquina River, from Yaquina to Elk
City, is not worthy of improvement at the present time.

Very respectfully,
J. F. MOIND0E,

Major, Corps of Engineers.
The CHIEF of ENGINEERS, U. S. ARMY,

(Through the Division Engineer.)

[First indorsement,]

UNITED STATES ENGINEER OFFICE,
NORTHERN PACIFIC DIVISION,

San Francisco, Cal., August 4, 1909.
Respectfully forwarded to the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army,

agreeing with the opinion expressed within.
JOHN BIDDLE,

Lieut. Col., Corps of Engineers,
Division Engineer.

[Third indorsement.]

BOARD OF ENGINEERS FOR RIVERS AND HARBORS,
Washington, D. 0., September 4, 1909.

Respectfully returned to the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army.
It is stated in the within report that no steamboats now operate

on the Yaquina River between Yaquina and Elk City. The adjacent
country is thinly populated and the amount of commerce now offering
for shipment or in immediate prospect is quite small.

The General Government expended nearly $700,000 in providing
a suitable entrance to Yaquina Harbor, but no advantage was taken
of this improvement. On the contrary the commerce, which was never
large, dwindled away to a few hundred tons, and the improvement was
abandoned about 1905. Under these conditions it is not probable that
the stretch of river under consideration would be extensively used
if improved.

Interested parties were notified by the district officer of his adverse
report and given an opportunity to submit their views to the Board.
One communication has been received from a firm interested in
business in Toledo, in which it is recommended that the river be
improved to that point.

From the facts before it the Board is forced to concur in the opinion
expressed by the district officer and the division engineer that
Yaquina River is not at this time worthy of improvement.

For the Board:
D. W. LOCKWOOD,

Colonel, Corps ofEngineers,
Senior Member of the Board.
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HARBOR AT ROGERS CITY, MICH.

LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,
TRANSMITTING,

WITH A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, REPORT OF
EXAMINATION OF HARBOR AT ROGERS CITY, MICH.

DRCEMBRR 15, 1909.Referred to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors and ordered
to be printed.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washingtov, December 11, 1909.

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a letter from the
Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, dated November 9, 1909, together
with copy of a report from Lieut. Col. C. MeD. Townsend, Corps of
Engineers, dated June 18, 1909, of a preliminary examination of
harbor at Rogers City, \]ich., made by him in compliance with the
provisions of the river and harbor act of March 3, 1909.

Very respectfully,
J. M. DICKINSoN,

Secretary of War.
The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS,

Washington, November 9, 1909.
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith for transmission to

Congress report of June 18, 1909, by Lieut. Col. C. McD. Townsend,
Corps of Engineers, on preliminary examination authorized by the
River and Harbor act approved March 3, 1909, of "Rogers City,
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oI commerce rn thrs Iocalrty warrant any expenrliturb bv thc General
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ver' res'ectrull ' ' 
J. F. Mcrwoo',

Major, Corps of Eng,i.neers.
The Cnrnr of ENcrNnnRs, IJ. S. Anuy.

(Through the Divisioir Engineer.)

[tr'lrst indorsement. ]

IJxrrpo Sra.rns Excrwppn Or.Ercn.
NoR'rurnnN Plcrnrc Drvrsrow.

San Francisco, Cal., August 4,'lg0g.
Rgpg"tfllly,forwarded to the Chief of Engineers, IJ. S. Army,

agreeing with the opinion expressed withrn.

Li, eut. cor., 
J?i[ 

r?;h";h r rr, .- 
Di,ui,si6n Ensineer.

[Third indorsement.]

Boenn on ExorlrnERs FoR, Rrvpns eNo Hannons.
Woshington, D. C., Beptember d, lg0g.

f.e1ne9tf,u{y. returned to the Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army.
rt is stated in the within report that no'steamboats now operate

on the Y.oggr.n? River between Yaquina ancl Elk City. Tlie 
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""u".Iarge,.dwrndled away to a few hundred tons, and the improvement was
abandoned about 1905. , under these conditions it is no't probable,thai
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Inierested.parties were notifietl by the district offieer of his adverse
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une commun'catron has been received from a fi.rm intcrested in
business ,in Toledo, .in which it is recommended ttrat tti"- ri""i t .
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rlrom the facts before it the Board is forcecl to concur in the opinion
gSpressed by the district officer ancl the clivision-""ei"u"i tlrut
Yqguina River is not at this time worthy of improvementi.

For the Board:
D. W. Locnwoop,

Colonel, Corps of Enuinpcrs.
Benior 

'Meitber 
5f the Eoard.

HARBOR AT ROGERS CITY, MICII.

IETTEII ,
rROII

THH SECRtrTARY OF WAR,
TRANSMITTING.

WITII A LETTAn, F3,OM rHE CrrrEF OF ENGINEER,S, REPORT OF
EXAMINATION OF IIAR,BON, AT ROGER,S CIIY, MICIT.

Dncpurnn 15. 1909.-Referred to ihe Committee on Rivers and Ilarbors and ordered
to be printed.

\\tan T)np,rRrtr{ENT,
Washin,glon, L)ecertber 11, 1909.

Sm: f have the honor to transmit irerewith a leftel from the
Chief of Engineers, U. S. Army, <lated November 9, 1909, together
rvith copv of a report from f,ieut. Ool. C. \{c,D. Towusend, Corps of
trn, : inecrs, datot l  

'June 
18, 1909, of a prel iminar. l '  examinrt iorr  ot '

harbor at Rogers City,  ) l ich,,  mride by him in comli l iance u' i th the
provisions of the river and harbor act of }Iarch 3, 1909.' 

very respect{ully' 
J. },[. DrcxrNs'x,

Secretary of War.

The Spparcon oF rnn Houso ort RppnnsENTATI\rES.

Wan DnrlRTuENT,
OEErcp oF TUE Crnnn on l iuctxenns,

|I'asht nyJtott,, Noueatb er 9, 1 909.
Srn: I havo the honor to subrnit hcrewith for transmission to

Congress report of ,fune 18, 1909, by Lieut. Col. C. X{cD. Townsend,
Corps of Engineers, on preliminary examination authorizecl by the
Riv'er and Iiarbor'act d,pproved il{arch 3, 1909, of "Rogers"City,

o *tL


