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Intertidal 7lam Harvesting bv Gas Powered
' Water Pumps in Coos Bay )

7

An 1nv stigation was conducted on August 15, 1962, by
Qra*cn Pish Commisslon personnsl to detsrmine what effecu%
meeuanivw~ harveating of clams by gas powersd water pumps had
on,JUVezﬁla and adult gaper clams (Hahizcaha@ru% nuttalll) in
Coocs Bay, Uregon, ihls method of harvesting clams hes recently
besn employed by both perscnal-use and comme relal diggers in
ths Coos Bay ared.

From 0650 to 0720 on August 15, 1962 a personal-uss plam
digger (¥r. .aur?ce Wulf) wes observed using pumping equipmsn
to take gaper clams on the Compass Station jalagu Flat in Coos
Bay, Fls oclam taking equipment consisted of an outboard skiff
(OBRLEBLC) . wadsrs, a 21 horsepower gas p@w@rmﬁ Clinton water
pwnp, & hard rubber Intake hose {a bout 1 inch in diamebor),

a plastic garden hoss, and some woodsn atales,

The gapers were located bg fealing Tor thelr slphons then
wooden stakes were placed in 1 the mud te kesp track of them until
each ¢lafvednid béswemoved individuallys, The garden hose was
attached to the outlet of ths nump and the in@ak hose was tiad
to a stake and submerged in about 2 fest of water, The clanms
were rewoved by punping water directly down the siphon hole
until the elam was loose and cov 114 be removed from the hole.
This washins operatlion lelt a hole about I inches across and
about 12 tnohos dpap, althourh the depth varled with the indiv-

1dual rlams, While tb@ ~lsm was baing pumped out of the hole
tha washings flowed out of the top and left a cireular pile
of ssnd ¢ ﬁﬂ mid about 2 or 3 inches deep arcund the hols. The
diasmeter of the washinzs was about 12 inches, The area around
uhe holes sesmed to remain firm although it was difficult to
track of the holes for an extended par%oﬂ of tims since
digrer was working in several inches of water, While the
gapaTs were bsing washed from ths holes often smaller
gapers would also be disturbed, Thess small clams were washed
Gubooter thao ringtef sand and settled dround the outside sdype.

t was difficult to count or recovsr these clams since the water
was clouied by the operation. Howsver, the small gapers washed
out of thrse holes were rgcovered and measursd, The measure-
ments ars as follows:

Hols ¥o, 1 . V
1o paperss 26, 30, 2’ 31, 26, 33, 27, 34, 32, 32, 28, 29,
29 25; “# |

Hole Ho. 2
2 gapers: 51, 30
2 ¥acoma sp: Mot measuvred

%
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Hols Ho. 3
2 pagers: 2h, 27

Total Ho. of clams measured: 19
Summation: ©81

Theae clamn® werg aAppare
of ths same slze were nobe
hrskan,.

The gaper clams kept by the iigﬁer ware measured and th
following maﬂﬂur@mﬁnts werea WQCﬁrﬁe

1.5, 1.6, 119, 110, 130, 138, 122, 1, 1h1, 9k, 128, 99, 13k,
131 129, 136, 131, 126, 123, ’?“ (J{QLﬂuiGnﬁﬂ ccesdling bag limit)

4, however, soms clams
du
3

d 1&%@? Wik h her one or bspb valves

Summation: 2548
gmear' 20
”X} 128,40

The ii%g@? commented that he Talt thls method was bettsr
than dizging with a shoval because the small gapers aren't
erugshed or burled and he felt ﬁhat'tzus method was selscilve
to larger gapsrs,

Yo ab merclal clam diggers were observad on the flat JE
August 15,‘ 962, ZEowaver, aCﬂorjiﬁg to ¥Wrs, L. E., Hollis, Mr,
'Larxj Ee Foll 18y prns”i@tcw of C & L Seafoods, P. Q‘ Box @22
A s Oregon, and Mr., Ed Conqulst, Grant Avenue, (ht les~

‘Dregon frequantly harvest clams on this flat with s
p“weﬁ & water bmwa. Table 1 shows the pounds of gaper clamﬁ
delivered to € & L Zeafooda from July 1 through nuguﬂt 15, 1962,
tceording to ¥r. L. E. Tollis these clens were harvested from the

Compass Statlon Island Flat by Mr, Hd c@nquist using pumping

aqmi*}mn Lo , .
Some ¢f the gaper clams frmr;«. Ausust 15 dellvery to €
& L. Seafoods wore measured and the follow1no measvrements were’

rocordad:

wy oo
A

138, 134, 121, 121, 170,

122, 129, 1179, , 120, 120, 115, -
132, 131. 199, 118, 13%, 121, 11, 110, 110, 105, 128, 25,
119, 122, 12, 12, 108, 121, 127, 129, 130, 120, 11k, 126,
138, 127, 135, 112, 126, 133, 125, 131, 119, 120, 132, 122, -
138, 1h8, 133, 11i%, 120, 115, 12, 1b7, 131, 116, 107, 117,
121, 123, 109, 131, 1:3, 13k, 112, 119, 118, 112, 104, o2,
1, 126, 10%, 123, 11h, 130, 113, 116, 1@3: 127, 1k, 126,

1 unmsasurable

Summation: 1039L

Sty yen ol
Humber: o




Table 1.

eafood
2
Date ” . T Pounds of Caper Clans

e 20
2 . 30
2 : ‘ _ 34
2

22

Ja/62 , _
c/é2 23

/16/62 155
f]_?/‘f;é? 11«“3,
7/18/62 | 116
7/1’3,1”52 : M7

8/1/62 | 13

CE/3/62 | 205

e/e/62 \ 353

8/8/62 | | 19

o - 8/15/62 101

_7/1/62 through 8/15/62 2511

¥r. L. T. Hollis informed the Investigators that Mr.
Conguist uses ro diving gear in hls clam harvesting, and that
he harvasts clams fro

som thz Compass Station Island Flat only,
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G, fpangler
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