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THE CRAB PISHER! OF OREGON

& ie pcjj coast edible crab, çaxc is much fioubt

aft.e b the people of Q'egon, tani iiako thoix UvelIhod fishing

for this cutaosh whIle many othos catch th for personal uae,

On the market this savory product appears in a variety of forms -

in the shell, fresh picked crab meat, frozen crab meat and eam.ed

crab meat,

The fithery tçes. place on various offshore gioundn along Ore-

gori's 300 mile coast line with L% of the atate total landings for

l%8 coming from the Astoria rogion, 18% from Coos Bay, 12% from

Yaquina i3a, 1CY% from Tiilamook Bay, 8% from Umpqua ier, L.% from

?ort Orford .d 3% from miscellaneous landings elsewhere. A neg.

11ibIe arnoWit of erta1 tihin tkes p3.c within. bays,

Because of the very nat'ure o th boIo of the edible iab

months in which it ie tIshe are limIted. It i in the late a'mimer

montia1 Augwt, Septemr, October, the crabs ae zoftsbe11ed, the

cause being the phemxonou of eding the zoskelàton. This exam

poses a perfectly formed but soft bell. Nazkettng is mesirab1e

at tMs time because of ot1 yte4 and poor olity ot th Desulting

crab neat, Aftr an appxbøxjmate three rnomh period1 dtwng which

time the shell coms hard and the meat tirm, fihing resies,

Winter limits the Lishing intensity due to sborms and other

uncertainties of the weather, t is not untli the month of )arch

that amy appreciable landings are made, NaZ!Oh, April end May are

th peak production mztbs reaul1ng In 6 of the yearts catch in

H l9I.8

Existing closed seasons for the protection of the soft-shUed

crabs, August i to Novener l in the southern area and 5eptemiber 1
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' fbo'Saelffo. consi edtble creb, .pgfxg$H" Sgg*gf;gg* trs rq*oh ssu&ff'
aft'ss,by the pes,Xrl.o,ef ,gfe.gqrri Mrny^nakp theif 3"tvetr,l&ood f!.rh,Ing,

foy'*h&s enrdts$6ailt1 whlto srarry uthsys sntEh thrad fory pe:Fssrral il.86r

Sn'tbs mar:ket tb{s $avory prsd&et appeerne tn g r*flety sf, fs s *-
t . t l  

. ,

lR tnra ehoLtr" frenln pJ"ched eEab rneat; f:roaan s*ab msst and eannad

crab' nest,
* 

fhu f,5,ehor-y ta$er place on vari.ous off,ghore gror:nde a.long 0rre,-

gonf e 3O0 rnlLe sosgt llne ul&h l+$fi ot the atatete total Landi"nge for

fglA cornl*g.firon the *s.terle roglonp l&$ fran Cosa Bafr 1'$. ft*

fn W from Smpe\re Rlvorp l# fr'nm

Fort 0nfo:rd and 3S frqn'lutEcgl},snsous landtraga e3.ro$,hsrs.r A neg*

Ltgfb}e amorr.rrt of codilns:ro{ul fts.blng taken ples$ wlt}rln.baygr

tsesauso of the v6riy nnttr:re of, tb6 blology of tbs odl$l.e g1|&
i nontbs ln uhleh lt ls flgbed. are trlnLtad. It ls tn tbe late sl'mer

' : t a t

r*ffiu, Augrst; Sep&oa'rb,e:r1 'Se,tOh€r1 tbo slqbs ars s&f'b*iiho],ledr ths'

causs belng the pbo-:*erco:ran of chod'dlng tho oxoskeJ.etoc. Ehlg ox-

poses a porofootS.y foroed &uf eof;t sflbf,l.r $ufkptlng ls rfir$estr'sbl"e

at th!,s tlme because of l.aw ylold and, poor qunltty of the :reoulting

crab meat. .Af,tar an approxlmate thpeo $outh portoa, durtng vhleb

tlme tbe ehqll. becor-rrea h&rd atid the iltoat flrr ; f{.ilbtng *o*".

lftnter llnfla the f,tshlng lnterruity due to aborrnrs and othor'

uncertalntlos of the weather, It ls not unttl. the montb of Harch

that, nny approalabl.e l,andlngs azre *ledsr $&?sh, Aprll arrd May aro

the peak Bnoductl repultlng ln &W ot the yaarts oatch !.n

LghB.

Exlsti.ng cLosod Boasons for tho proteetlo$ o{ t'lre soft-ghelled
, j

crabsn .&lrgunt 15 to Sovorher t$ trn the southsrq alp€e and Septenber 1$
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to December.:
. in th * rn sz'a, iimi.ta rduct1on to the bays

during thts time a,s o iir isaow '.i .fThot foi the

toixs brs, !urther teu1atiors zohib1 the 1andn& f aIe crab

ti&is.:add1ng asrancs t*f4 awning. Asto In1t t

and one.qusrter inches o le ( tra1 tlne moUDee1Tb

tôros the bx tr)Tht or The pants.) td fiv and thóqurei'

incbe on rnléra.b oin*wLhiri the bayconcluaes bite rttaii rèa.

vationø affeótng the fishery,

The crab fthery o' Oregon i a reltivoly ne one, te htt-

ory more or le ë ñqin in i30. pribD tQ 1930 steel, ab p,t$

were not in wo In fact, the only ihXn for crabs at that time

was with the rn net (oDab ring. About 19Ø ring nets and a tow

wooden traps were tirt tried on the opezi coast, So,eral years

later the firt teel pots wore put hto uSe. 1nee that tms here

has been a ateacUly increasing. fishery.

A jpeek production w.s retched in 19t3 of 9,2OO,0O pounds, the

largo of i*t fishery, his i'e proctuctio ias eviteiatly due 'to

art ineread rxbor or po't over the previous rear .nd the ftct

that areas proicut3ly not fiahed toadiLT were thez utilized. The

production sino 9t.3 has aeragod 7j36O0O poir anxii with

no apprecibIo ch tngo th the fizthlnc intensity and with rp apparent

depletion f the toeks. -

During the: atter paxt of the er:any cb fshiiriiig

their sear in nd go ftshb or1bo It is usuaU durtng

this tine the Industry raises tb pric of crabs in ljs, ofia!n-

tsining a supply, The Ca1iforn.a crab sessoA open.ng a. itb ea

liar than Oregons also; effects the prie The vrall

success Qf the eaaon is. in direct ielationsh1p witi the'riO of

crabs,.

^ {  ' i , .

to Dsce;abrgf;'1'5,.,$r1 &Ie, g,srr&h,$1"&1,6s-1gp; 1ie*&p,,.,g1rgdr*obloU bc tba

&1rtng:*b-ls t*rw ss a6 cli!i*o& FEf,:$hE rs:nw* l{i*'$f*tlt,f,or the

ious b*yn,, Fc,ff&her uegulhtlo*r Fr,ohiblt 'ths lartdLng'of {aahe*p

baye

vSr.

o*eb$p

'stxthls . arldl.ng'ass'{rrance to :fitrrcESrful'spar.rningr A slae }{y*l.t $f

egd' one*qu*r$er lncheg, ,g* eSS@ @r*X '{*tq{fi,€b& Sg&:, ngegu
i : ,

acrons 'tlre bae-H Snr f,rsr,,lt ,of 'bh Fqj-:rte) qd f{ve snd tlr*6-qu*afil,st'
' r  

. .  
t  

. '

Lncb,ps, sx'm*i},e, C kaq1.fqr:$Srr.r*.tlptn- fno ,.brys ;6.onoludea r&tie d$$t 1169*
' ]

til.qtlone affoetilng ,th-b flchory* I ,
:  :  

'  
. r  

' . c .

'The 
c:rab fLsherlg of Orregon !a, a relatlvoly neri or18, tbs hlrt-

orTr more o:: lese ,begtnn'lq$ ln, 1930* 9r'1bp -to 1.930 at:eel crq.b potn
i\J

,Y
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i l r'i rU
n l tY

t :

lator the ff r.-qt;at9e1 pots wefs,i p,ut $nto *sell $tr tlrat *1** :i**lw

"  
I : : l ' I  '  '

b.e,s baen a e*gait3ty tncr*ab.1n6: fft14*ryp

no apprecl,4p*e;iehilngo {n the f{nlrlng t*t@ f
l i r

. : , : , . '
dopletlon d'f .pne' stqrcke.,

:r'

l

'  , r '  ' .  ; . . , . '  ?  .  .  , ,

Dunlng the: Latten part of tbe srrwx'Ibr hany 'gr.4b flef're n b,rlng
l ' -  

'  
J  . . t

thelr gear. ln 'and go ftshlng fqr:albacsr's,. 'I,t',.ls pseally dublng
1  

. ' '  
'  

.  , - t

thin tlne th.e Xnd.ustrT ralses tbp prtee of crans:.tn ngtroa, of ri$*ln-

talffsng a eq:plf! rhe Califsrrj{a.;:cp*t s*pepp,,fqeatrrg- u. &C*r-tb ed!*

ller then 0r, g$nns h:-sc, effqets th* prlpe of, crabp* *" 
:lgralL

nucc6$s qf the seq,$on le in dlrect r"el,at.foashlpilrtr.th, t'lrei gpr{,eg of

c t'$.b s.

*?r.



Bay produced craba in particular are susceptible to fluctuaiz

prices. They bring their htst price during the offshore closed

season ai4 theIr loweat when the aupply of ocOa crabs is atest.

Durin.g the past five years the trend has been towrda larger

boats handling more pots, In effect this g1ve a wiaer t3hing

range, With the inatailatiori of live tak &n the hold of the boat

the f1abernar may remain out of port for three or four days without

danger of nmrtaiity in eapture, crabs.

Although further biological research iE nea&ed or confirma.'

tion, the protective soft-shell neon the size limits on male

crabs and the protection of the female crabs wtll probably insure

the fishery many years at ita preent level of intensity.
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Say producod erabs 3.n par.tleular aro auscepttrbls to fltratua&trg

p::lcee" fhey brtrng theit' htgtiont prj.ae &urln$ tbe off,sbora eloeed

sseson alr{ th€lr lowoet whon the cupply sf qcofin crrabs ,,s graat,ostr

Ih:ntn$ the past ftve y6&rs the trend ba* bgsn :bmqardn la:rger

}:oats hnndltng $o?s 5lutr. In effoct. thts g{ves s. !$der fLehtng

rengar lftth the XnstaSlatton of l"lve tsr!6s l"n tbs hol$ of ths bcat

the flehertrs,rl mef rr6rc6tls out of port f,or tbnee or fou:r rlays ttltbout

danger of mortallty Ln cepturod, erabs.

. Although furthen blolo6loaL nesearch la nssdsd fon eonffuma-

tlo:r, the proteetlve xof,t*ahelJ. neagon, *O* slae lfunlts on male

crabg and the p*ot,eotlon gJ ths fsmaLe arebs w1"11 probably lnsure

tho ftuhery narry y6sr* at l.ts pre.gent level. sf tntenslt$.

LoweLl D. H*r'rlago
Blol"aglst
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