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* The Pacific coast edible oreb, Cancer magister, 1s much soughf’

after by the peoplo of Oregon, Many make their livelihood fishing
fcz*"""shiﬁ cmtazﬁeaﬁ, whileé meny others aaﬁ:’c’fx them for personal use.
On the market this ‘savory product appears in a vwiaty of forms ww
in the shell s Iresh picked crab meat, frozen em‘b meat and canned

cra‘cz meat,

" The fishery *tml;es place on various offshore grounds along Ore-
gonfs 300 mile coast line with LL5% g;‘.f the state’s toﬁaﬁ}. landings for -
1948 coming from the As,tc;ria reglon, 184 from Coos Bay, 12% from
Yaguina Bay, 104 from Tillamock Bay, 8% from Umpqua River, 4% from
Port Orford snd 3% from :;niafceilms@ua 1aﬁndmgs elaswhere, A nege
1ikible amount of cm,e;miai tiahxng’ takes plac® within bays.
Bétzauae of the véry mtm of the biaiagy of the edible crsb
montha in which 1t 1s fished are 1im1ted. It 18 in the 1ate é\mmer
the, August, Septerber, Oataber, the ersbs ave séf‘l;-shelled, the

-

cause belng the phenamonon of shedding the exoskelebon. This exs
poseé a perfectly formed Bub soft vs‘heil. Maxke%in‘g 1s yndesirable
at this time because of 10»: yielﬁ and poor quality af the resulting
crab meat, Af‘ter an appmximte three month perwa, during which
time the shell “beccmsa hard end the maat firm, fishing resumss,

Winter limits the fishing intena;ity due to sborms and otherv ;
uncertainties of the weather, It 18 not 'un*bil--r-’ the month 'e_f'\ March
that any apprecisble landings are made, March, April and Msy 'are
the pesk production months resulbing in 60% of the year's catch in
198, | - | |

Existing closed seasons for the protection of the soft-shelled
¢rabs, August 15 taywovenfner 15 in the southern area and -Septve}mber 15
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ané Oﬁewqumpger inchea @3% %ﬁ*
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were not in- uae, In facﬁ, ﬁhe a%'

ael p@ﬁs waﬁavput &nta uaa.‘ Since that time'thare

During thﬁ:latter pary Qf the g r)ff;,,
thelr gear in and g0 rishing faf?"Ibac@ré.lza

taining = supply@ The Califarnia crab seaﬁonwo;ening & mqnth ear»

lier than Oreg@n!e also affects ﬁhe price Gf erabs. Thejavgrall

success of the season 1s 1n direct relaﬁienship with thaJymace'of
crabs. | . |
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Bay produced crebs in particular are susceptible o fluctuabing
prices, They bring their highest price durlng the offshore closed

ssason and thelr lowsest when the supply af’dcean crabs is'gveatBSt.

During the past five years the trond has been towarda larger
boats handling more pots. In affect this gives a wider fishing
range. With the installation of live tanks in the hold of the boat
the fisherm&n}may remain out of port for three or four days without
danger of mortality in captured crabs, |

-Althaugh further biologlcal reaearch 18 needsd for confirmae-
tion, the protective soft-shell seaaaa; the sizeilimits on male
crabs and the protection of the femsle crabs will promably insure

the fishery many years at 1ts present level of intensity.
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