


ingly good flavor when fresh, frozen, or canned. Due to
the difficulty in removing pits, it is more popular for
freezing or eating fresh than for canning. The fruit
tears easily on picking. Redhaven trees need heavy prun-
ing to obtain the best development of fruit color.

Slappy is grown to a very limited extent in the
Willamette Valley and is a relatively unreliable bearer.
It is an old variety which at one time was a favorite for
home canning. The tree is highly susceptible to many
diseases and often short-lived. The fruit is round-conic
to flat in shape, with a deep prominent suture. Sometimes
the suture is rough and warty in appearance. The outer
fruit color is a pale yellow. The flesh is yellow and fully
freestone. Due to its thin, tender skin, the fruit is dam-
aged easily in handling. Its flavor is bland, mediocre. It
ripens in mid-August, just ahead of Veteran and two to
three weeks ahead of Early Eiberta.

July Elberta is also known as Burbank Elberta,
erroneously as Early Elberta, and by several other syn-
onyms. It is a fairly reliable bearer in the Willamette
Valley. The fruit matures about August 9 to 19 (about
2 to 3 weeks before Early Elberta). July Elberta is good
for fresh consumption, freezing, or canning. In some
seasons, it develops a dark, dull skin color, stringy flesh,
and thick fuzz. The flesh is yellow, slightly red at the pit,
firm, and freestone. It withstands handling comparatively
well.

Red Globe has been grown to a very limited extent
here. It ripens about two weeks before Early Elberta.
Red Globe is a fairly reliable bearer, but its fresh eating
quality is poor, since it is not very sweet. It has good
color and firm flesh. The pit is removed easily.

Veteran is becoming the most extensively planted
peach in the Willamette Valley because of its tendency
to bear regularly. It ripens about August 17 to 27,7 to 10
days before Early Elberta. Veteran is rather soft and

bruises easily. Its fresh eating quality is only fair. It
peels easily without scalding, which, with its free pit and
rich flavor when canned, has made it a very popular vari-
ety for home canning. The tree is said to be less suscep-
tible to diseases than Early Elberta. The fruit is round
and bright yellow with a slight blush.

Early Elberta is also known as Improved Elberta,
Gleason Elberta, Lemon Elberta, and Stark Early El-
berta. It was introduced in 1907 from unknown parent-
age. The fruit flesh is yellow, freestone, of very high
quality. It matures about 6 to 10 days before the old
or standard Elberta, which it resembles. It is good fresh
or for canning or freezing. Its tangy flavor is much
better than that of Elberta. It has a rounder shape, has
less fuzz, and is a brighter golden color than Elberta.
Tt has little red color. The flesh is firm and resistant to
bruising. The blossoms are very large and showy in con-
trast to the medium-sized ones of Elberta. The Early El-
berta should not be confused with either the June or July
Elberta, which are quite different varieties. It is also dif-
ferent from the standard Elberta, which is seldom grown
in Oregon because it matures so late.

Early Elberta ripens about September 1 to 5. It does
not set fruit reliably in most Willamette Valley condi-
tions. Sometimes it is caught in early rains which bring
on brown rot. Substantial losses may occur in wind-
storms.

J. H. Hale has been grown occasionally in the Wil-
lamette Valley, but it is so late-maturing that it some-
times fails to ripen. Unlike the other varieties described,
it requires a pollinizer. It is a very unreliable bearer here.

The author is indebted to Mr. R. Detering, Mr. Zini-
ker, Mr. L. Tinker, and other peach growers, whose inti-
mate knowledge of the performance of peach varieties was
helpful in preparation of this fact sheet.





