Metadata in the real world

Adapted from: “Hands-on exercises for Data Management: Data Sharing.” DataONE Education Modules. Http://www.dataone.org/education-modules 
Instructions
Define a research question that you would like to be able to answer using existing data that may exist in a data repository (this may be you research topic or something similar). Your goal is to identify at least one (more if you have time) dataset from an online repository that you could use to address your research question.
Review the list of available data repositories at DataBib; there is a wide range of repositories listed here, covering topics from genomics to environmental and social sciences. Alternatively, visit major data clearinghouses and repositories such as ONEMercury, Dryad, ICPSR, or KNB. Choose at least one data source to explore in more detail. As you search for data for your research question, consider these questions:
1)  What options does the repository offer for data searching? Can you search by title, keywords, or what else? What makes one repository easier to find data in than another? 
2)  Once you have located a dataset of interest, examine the metadata to determine whether the dataset is openly accessible. If you cannot directly download the data, how would you obtain the dataset? 
3)  Do the metadata provide sufficient description of the data for the research project you proposed? For example, do you understand how the data were collected, the units of measurement for all of the variables, how missing values are represented, or other questions that come to mind? 
4)  Describe how you would cite the dataset in a paper. The metadata often contains this information, or it may be provided on the repository web site. 
E.g., “Authors(s) (publication date) Title of dataset. Publisher/archive/distributor. Identifier. Access date.
5)  Document the three data sets you found in the following worksheet (see below). 
Worksheet for ‘Metadata in the real world’ 
Topic Question:
[bookmark: _GoBack]DATA SOURCE 1 
Dataset citation: 
Data description (what the dataset consists of): 
Data source repository: 
Method used to locate data set (e.g. search method and keywords used): 
How to access the data (publically available, register and request, contact author etc.):
DATA SOURCE 2 
Dataset citation: 
Data description (what the dataset consists of): 
Data source repository: 
Method used to locate data set (e.g. search method and keywords used): 
How to access the data (publically available, register and request, contact author etc.):

