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THE UNDERSTANDING OF TEXTILE TERMINOLOGY 
BY ADVANCED HOMEMAKmG STUDENTS 

lN WESTERN OREGON HIGH SCHOOLS 

mTRODUCTION 

Bvery profession has its problems, and home econom­
\ 

1os education is no exception. It is not, however, the 

more tangible problems such as restricted budgets, over­

crowded classrooms, lack or equ1pm$nt or limited physical 

facilities that may cause the most anxiety. The writer's 

greatest concern when teaching textiles to high school 

students was whether the students were really obtaining 

the information they needed as future buyers of the 

textiles known as yard goods . Discussions with several 

other high school home e oonom1os teachers revealed tha.t 

this problem was not unique. 

One frequent complaint often noted in these dis­

cussions was that the teachers found that they could not 

keep abreast of current trends tn textiles. There were 

several reasons for falling behind, but the ones most 

frequently mentioned were: (l) the rapidity with which 

the textile industry is progressing and changing, (2) 

tbe tact that the information supplied by manufacturers 

is often too vague to be ·Of value, and (3) the lack of 

UP-to-date textbooks on the high school level. Some 
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problems suoh as the one relating to current texts cannot 

be solved. A dynamic entity suoh as textiles, eannot be 

totally described by anything as rigid as a textbook. 

The "double talk" passed out by so.m.e manuraoturers is not 

likely to be alle'Viated. As a result, the writer became 

interested in finding out to what degree. high school girls, 

who have taken the optimum am.ount ot home economics 

oftered in the Homemaking Education ~ Oregon Seoondarr 

Schools manual (8) , mow and understand the textiles they 

purchase. Is there really cause tor concern, or are the 

students adapttng to the situation and seeking informa­

tion trom other sources to augment their learning in high 

school classes'? 

Need tor study 

Numerous new fabrics are appearing on the market 
I 

eaoh season. Many of the old textile "standbys" have 

been modified by chemical :rinishes or physical changes. 

The latter have been modernized by the use of novelty 

yarns or weaves and by blending two or .more fibers into 

one fabric. The result is that each fabrio has its own 

peculiar advantages or limitations due either to its 

inherent qualities or applied finishes (9, p., 79). The 

consumer faced with the almost infinite fiber combina­

tions and finishes available in fabrics is presented 



with a real problem in selecting the best f .abric for a, 

particular use. Ma.ny questions pass through the con­

sumer's mind as she shops 1n the fabric department-­

questions that can or cannot be answered by labels and/or 

sales persons.. If the desired information about a fabric 

cannot be supplied by either of these two sourees,. and if 

an intelligent purchase is to be made, the consumer will 

need to learn the characteristics of a specific fabric 

from an·other source • 

Many textile consumers are teen-agers. A recent 

report 1n Newsweek indicates that there are 17.2 million 

citizens between the ages of twe,lve and twenty years with 

nine billion dollars a year to spend. The clothing in­

dustry reaps a greater volume of the teen-age dollar than 

any other industry. More than one-half of their dollars 

1s spent. for clothing (l, p. 94). The United States n.­

partm.ent ot Commerce reports that in 1955 the people of 

the United States spent 25.6 billion dollars on clothing. 

jewelry and accessories (14., p. )01). Because teen-agers . 

ot today are tomorrow's adult consumers, it is important 

to find out if they are adequately prepared to be 

intelligent textile consumers. The present-day teen-ager 

probably acquires a large percentage of her textile 

knowledge trom formal education in the high school. For 

man,y students., high school is their last exposure to 



tormal education. It is possible that actual experiences 

with buying and handling fabrics .may increase a student' a 

understanding of textiles. This study as designed to 

find out to what degree high school girls understand 

textile terminology, as it is related to yard goods, attar 

having taken at least three full years ot home economics 

courses 1n which there were units on textiles and cloth­

ing construction. Another factor considered in the study 

was the actual experiences girls have had in sewing in 

the classroom as well as at home and/or purchasing fabrics. 

Review of Literature 

New developments 1n fibers and fabrics have brought 

about a change in the philosophy or teaching textiles and 

clothing in the secondary schools. The emphasis is chang­

ing from the processes or clothing construction to a 

broader e~hasis on buying and using clothing and fabrics 

(4, p. 1). It has been estimated that more than 90 per 

cent of the fabrics, this includes yardage and household 

linens, used 1n the united States is purchased by women 

and girls . If this is true, every girl should learn as 

much as possible about fabrics and ready-made garments so 

that she can buy intelligently (11, p. 69). "A girl who 

has learned to purchase, construct, and care for her own 

clothing and to select and appreciate quality fabrics 
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should then be able to transter her knowledge to probleltl$ 

ot household textiles and :family clothing" (12, p. 29). 

In an article in the United Business Educatie>n 

Association Forum, Cheater H. Wisne:rske, of Gresham High 

School, Shawano , Wisconsin• says; " ·• •• among the accept­

able aims ot educati.ons are: 
.,, ~ "\-

1. To prepare the p~Us to take care of them­
selves and to deal intelligently with the 
problems or lite. 

2. To teach pupils to get th.e greatest amount 
ot good tro.m their e:r;penditures of time, 
.money, and energy.' 

Wisn,e:tske continues,. "• •• a lack of consumer education in 

our highly specialized age would be detrimental to the 

success of our aims for ·our. boys and girls, our future 

consumer citizens* (1.5, p. 30). 

As early as 19)6, Alma Dale Newell, instructor of 

home economics at Hutchinson, Kansas, and Lucile Osborn 

Rust, professor ot home economics education at Kansas 

State College, in a Kansas State College bulletin on 

conswner beying units for high school home eeono.mics 

students list~d the following guiding principles: 

''-1. Every girl and oman has responsibilities
1n purohas:lng and evaluating clothing and 
textiles. 

2. Home e.conomies courses should train gi:r:ls 
tor J.11$et1ng these responsibilities. 

:;. Training is necessary to develop the 
ability to ·intelligently select and 
evalu.at.e clothing and textiles'! ( 7 • p. 7) • 
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An exhaustive study by Slste~ Mary Bertina ~x­

well, a graduate student at Texas State College tt:fr 

WOMn. , ot sixty Providence High School freshmen enrolled
1

1n home economos classes showed that the students not 

only !~roved 1n their knowledge of tabrics attar a unit 

on consumer buying of textiles was taught (as revealed by 

soores on the Every P"QPil Scholarship T&st tor Clothing). 

but the students ohose somewhat better fabrics tor use in 

their classroom clothing project .after the unit was ooro.­

ple ted (5, p • 167) • 

A sill11lar study, by Sarah E. :.Brier. a graduate 

.student at the University ot Tennessee t of lJS college 

tresbme~ home economics maJors revealed that there.was 

definite benefit derived t:rom having had the clothing 

selection course before butlng fabrics tor the clothing 

oonstruction course ottered at the university of 

Tennease•. 

to have made a very good showing with respect to general 

buylng knowledge and habits and actual selee·tion of 

fabrics for their construction course considering that 

they were just beginning their four-year eourse in home 

economics" (1, p. 55)~ 

Under the direction of Dorot,hy Scott, head of home 

economics education at The Ohio State UD.1versity ,. Hel~n M. 

Re111olds, an instructor of textiles and clothing at 
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Heidelberg College,~made a study of homemakers, students, 

and business woman concerning the information they de­

aired about clothing and te~iles. The results ot the 

surTey indicated that the three most co.aunon problems 

women haTe with clothing and textiles are: (1) selection 

ot quality tabrios, (2) oaring for fabrics, and ()) con­

struction techniques (12, p. 29). 

There seems to be a lack of information available 

relative to the understanding of textiles and textile 

terminology by advanced high school home economics 

students. The writer made an extensive search of theses, 

bulletins, articles, and books and compiled a bibliography 

ot over one hundred sources. These references were re­

Tiewed, and only the most pertinent information has been 

included. 

Statement of Problem 

The writer has been unable to 1'1nd any study that 

presents any data relevant to the Understanding of 

textiles and textile terminologt by advanced high school 

home economics students. Previous studies related to 

the present one have been done in specific schools with 

selected gro~s of students who ware given a specially 

planned unit on consumer buying of textiles. The 

purpose of these previous studies was to determine 
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wheth.e,.. or not the students were able to put to use the 

1nforma.t1on learned in the Wlits on oonsu.m.er buying or 
I 

textiles. 

This study was plannedl;o determine to what extent 

advanced homemaking students of western Oregon high 
...., 

. Ischools are prepared to ptUohase and use fabr1o.s wisely,-j 

The results ot the study will be made available to high 

school home eo<>nondcs teachers for their use as a basis 

tor evaluating or establishing units on buying and using 

:fabrics. 

In order to determine to what extent advanced high 

sohool students of western Oregon know and understand 

aboat yardage, the writer developed an examination. The 

ste.ps 1nvolved 1n writing the exwne.tlon are described 

in the following chapter. Through the use of this 

specially designed teet fo.r advanced high school home 

economics students, an etfort was made to ascertain the 

following: 

Ir.. ls there any relationship between the 
,amount of clothing construction a student 
does and her total score on the test? 

II. Is there any relationship between who 
purchases the tabric a student ttses in 
her garments and her total score on the 
teat? 

III. Is there any relationship between the 
type ot store (department, variety,
single line, mail order catalogue) in 
which the fabric used in the student's 
garment was purchased and her total 
score on the t.est? 

http:oonsu.m.er
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IV. Does the st\ldent understand textile 
terminology? 

A. Bow much of the information found 
on labe.la does the student 
understand? 

B, Is the student able to select 
appropriate fabrics to be used in 
s .imple garments? 

C, Is the student able to identify
commonly used fabrics? 

D., Does the student understand the 
oharacteristics of certain fabrics 
that require special consideration 
when placing a pattern on the 
fabric? 

E. Does the student have an under­
<./standing of the Wool Prod~ots 

I 

Labeling Act and the Pure Silk 
~rade Practice Rules? 
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liETBOD OF PROCEDURE 

In order to determine the amount of textile 

knowledge students have and use when purchasing and using 

fabrics 1n the construction of clothing, an examination 

was prepared by the writer. This section explains the 

methods used in the construction of the examination, the 

selection of the sample, and the evaluation of the test. 

Preliminaries to the Construction of the Examination 

In order to write an examination which would test 

students on their ability to select wisely from current 

yard goods, it was necessary to determine what was avail­

able on the retail market. Using Grace Denny's book., 

Fabrics (2), as a reference, a check list o:r fabrics, 

fibers, and finishes was compiled. This check list was 

.made up of terms that the writer telt were most likely 

to appear on the present retail .market. When actually 

sur't'eying the stores, some of the terms were deleted and 

other terms added as it became apparent that they should 

be included. 

Then a list of towns 1n which to survey the retail 

market was formul.ated. Be,oause of the 1mpraotioabil1ty 

ot surveying stores in all of Oregon, the survey was 

limited to western Oregon, the area west of the summit of 
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the Cascade Mountains. An effort was .ma.de to have a r ·ange 

1n population as well as a good geographic distribution of 

the towns included in the survey.. A representative group 

of valle1 and coastal towns was selected. The nine towns 

chosen and their p~p\llations are: Waldport, 689; Florence, 

1.65.5; Newport, 4.1 4-22a Oot.tage Grove, 3,:536; Spr1ngt1eld, 

12,436; Corvallis, 16,20?; Eugene. 44,000; Salem, 45,500; 

and Portland, 402,000 (Figure 1) (10, p. 364~365). More 

towns could have been inoluded in this survey of the re­

tail stores • but it wa.s discovered as the survey progress• 

ed from the small coastal towns to the larger valley 

towns that the terms .found in the stores in larger towns 

were quite similar to those 1n the stores of the smaller 

towns. The larger shopping areas had a much larger 

selection of fabrle ool·ors. designs, and amo\.Ult of yard­

age available. Fabric shops ., department stores, and 

variety stores were surveyed; a total ot 29 stores in 

nine shopping areas. All of the stores that sell ,yardage 

·in Waldport, Florence, Newport, ·Cottage Grove, Springtield, 

and Corvallis were surveyed. In Eugene, Salem, and 

Portland, only the fabric shops, department stores and 

variety stores 1n the eentral business d1str1ets were 

surveyed (Table I). Because many people use a mail 

order catalogue 1n purchasing goods. both the MOntgomery 

ward Catalogue (6) and the Sears, Roebuck and Company 
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Table I 

'l'JPeS and Numbers ot Stores Surveyed in Each Town 

Fabric Department Variety
Town Store _ Store Store Total 

'· 

1. Waldport l 1 

2. Jlortnce l l 2 

). Newport 1 l 2 

4. Cottage Grove 2 2 

6. Corvallis 1 2 ) 

Springfield 1 l 

?. Eugene 1 6 7 

8. Salem l 6' 9. Portland l.Jt. ...a-
Total 2) ) 29' 
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Catalogue (13) were also included in the survey of the re­

tail market. 

When checking the terms vailable on the present 

retail market, a term was checked as defined if the 

definition of the trade-name appeared on the label. For 

example, ''Disciplined", the Bates trade-name tor their 

wriDkle resistant cotton fabric, was almost always defined 

on the label. Trade-names that were consistently defined 

on labels were not used in the exa.m.ination because it 

see~d unnecessary to expect students to know a term 

that is defined most or the tims. If the definition of a 

term was not on the label, a notation to that effect was 

marked on the check list. All of the individual check 

lists were combined into a master list after the store 

survey was completed (Table II). Only the fabric, fibers, 

and finishes that were found most trequently, in stores 

in both large and small towns, were used as the bases 

tor the examination questions. 

Construction of the Examination 

Using the store survey as a guide, an objective 

type test was constructed using true•false • multiple­

choice, and matching questions. In writing the examina­

tion, an attempt was made to avoid trick questions and 

questions that would test for details. Instructions tor 
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Table II 

Master J.,1st ot the Survey 
ot the Retail Market 

Number of 
Times Found 

Term l1nde1'1~ed 

FABRlO 

*Batiste 10 
Bengaline 1 

*Broadcloth 28 
Challis 1 

*Chambray 16 
Chiffon 4 

*corduroy 22 
Crepe 3 

•nenirn 19 
*Dimity 12 
Dobby Texture ;

*Dotted Swiss 16 
Flannel, Cotton 17 
Flannel, Wool 8 
Georgette 3 

*Gingham 25 
Homespun 4 

*Indian Read ll· 
Je~•esr. Wool 7 
Jersey, other 9 
Lawn 2 
Nainsook ;

*Organdy 24 
Organza 1 

*Percale 19 
*Pique• 19 
*Plisse' 13 
Pongee . )
Powderpuff Muslin 1 
Ramona Cloth ;

•sailcloth 18 
Satin 6 

*seersucker ll 
*Shantung 5 
Sheen Gabardine 2 
surah :l 

Number ot 
Times Found 
Defined . 
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Table II • Continued 

*Tatf,eta 
*Terr,yoloth
Velvet 

*Velveteen 
Vi,yel.la
Voile 

FIBERS t NATURAL 

*combed cotton 
*DotQ?ionne 
Egyptian Cotton 

*Linen 
F1ma OottOll 
Peru Cotton 

. *Pure Dye Silk 
*Pure Silk 
*Raw S1lk 
*S1lk 
*Virgin Wool. 
*100~ Wool. 
*Wool 

FIBERS, SlN'11IETIO 

*Acetate 
*Acril.an 
*Arnel 
Ce.laperm
Celanese 
Chromes pun 

*CtW1on1 Rayon 
*Dacron 
Lurex 

*M.Ylar 
*Nylon
Orlon 

*Rayon
*Spun Rayon 
*Viscose 

:Number of 
T1Ja.ee Found 
Vpdef1ned, 

18 
12 

) 
11 

1 
2 

21 

6 ' 8 
6 
) 
5 
5 
2 
8 
8 

l.S 
14 

21 
2. 
9 
3 

12 
16 
14 
18 

5 
9 

21 
9 

25 
10 
12 

Number of 
Times Found 
Defined 

http:Acril.an
http:Vi,yel.la
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Table II • Continued 

Wwn.ber of 
Times, Found 

Term Undefined-
FINISHES t COLOR 

*Colorfast 6 
Ever:tast ;

*Fast Colors 15 
*Guaranteed Colorfast 8 
Retento 

*Stmfast 5
tlnitast 

*vat Colors 5
*Vat-dyed 8 
Vat:fast Colors 7
Wash1'ast Color 12* Washable Colors ll

*Yarn Dyed ; 

FINISHES, REPELLENCY 

Mildew a s1stant 
Perspiration Resistant 
Sanitized 
Soil Resistant 
Spot Resistant 
Stain Resistant 
Wat-er Repellent ; 

FINISHES, SHRINKAGE 

"'Pr6shrunk )
*Residual Shrinkage
Sag•no-.mor 5 

'*Sanforized 2)
Santorlan 10 
Shrinkage Controlled 1 

*Shr1nket1zed 2 
*Sponged 8 

FINISHES, SURFACE CHANGES 

Bellmanize 
Crisp Finish 12 

Nwnber ot 
Times FoUl'ld 
Defined 

,l 

5 

s 
12 

4
16 
l) 

9 

10 
27 
l 

) 

2 
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Table II - Continued 

Number or 
Times !found 

·Term- tlb.det!p.ed 

*Deoa'ted 6 
*Durable Fin1sh 
*Embossed 
Everglaze

*Mercerized 
*Permanent Finish 

4 
11 
20 
2) 
19 

Permanent Xrinkle 2 
*Pertnanent Pleats ) 
ifpoliahed Cotton 
Sayler!zed 

:l2 

FIN!SliES • ¥lASHING 

Do Not Use Chlorine Bleach 
*Dr1-Don 18 
Dri:p N' Dry

*Fully Washable 
*Guaranteed Fast to 

15 
7 

Washing
*Guaranteed Washto.st 

12 
12 

Hand Washable 
*Machine Washable 16 
*Needs L1 t tle or No 

Ironing
*Needs No Ironing 

Wash and Wear 
*Washable 

18 
4 
9

16 

FINISHES• WRINXLE RESIST~\NT 

Ant1orease 8 
*Crease Resistant 21 
Disciplined 4. 
Perm.a-Pressed. 12 
Perm.el-Plus l 
Regulated 4 
Self•Controlled 
Tebelized 
UD.ldure 

*wrinkle-Resistant 22 
*wr1nkl.-shed 21 
Zeset 

Number or 
Times Found 
Defined 

2 

1 

8 

9 

l 

14 

1 
) 

10 
s 
1 
2 
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Table II - Continued 

Nwaber or Number or 
Times Found Times Found 

Term thdet1ned De tined-
JIISCELL.ANEOUS 

Ant1•slip finish 1 
Boucle gFresherized 
Heberlein l 
Leno 7 
Needleized 6 
Plied Yarn 5 

*Asterisk indicates that the term was used on the 
examSnation 

answering the questions were made as simple as possible 

so that the students would not be tested on their ability 

to read and interpret instructions. The prslimi.nary test 

was eTaluated by three staff members of the home economics 

education departmBnt, one statt member of the clothing 

and textiles department, three graduate students in 

clothing and textiles, one graduate student in home 

economics education, and one statistician. Suggested 

revisions of the test were then made. The trial run tests 

were then given to 69 high school home economics students 

at Hillsboro Uhion High School, Hillsboro, Oregon. Soma 

.minor revisions were made, and the examination was then 

prepared in its final torm and mailed to the 
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cooperating schools (Appendix A). To each test was at ... 

taohed an answer sheet to be used by the students. The 

answer sheet was designed for ease in marking and re­

cording the answers as well as to out the expense of 

having the entire examination returned by mail. 

Because o.f the impracticability of surveying stores 

1n all of Oregon, the store survey was confined to western 

Oregon, and thereby the sample group was limited to high 

school home economics students in western Oregon. The 

sample was further red1iced by testing only students who 

had completed at least three years of high school home­

making. This was done .for three reasons: .(1) to allow 

the test group to have had the optimum training in home 

econolnios as outlined in the Jlo.me.makintS Education in 

or.egon Secondary Schools (8) manual; (2) to keep the 

test group restricted to a workable size~ ()) to keep 

the test group more uniform 1n educational background. 

A list of Oregon high schools and the present 

home economics teachers was supplied by Miss Bertha 

Kohlhagen, Supervisor ot .Home Economics for the State 

ot Oregon (Appendix B). One hundred and twenty-six 

high schoo.ls in counties west of the Cascade summlt were 

contacted. Portland high schools \vere eliminated from 

http:schoo.ls
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the sur~ey because of the difficulties involved in obtain­

ing permission to give the test in this system. Private 

and parochial schools were not included in this study 

because they are not under the supervision of Miss Kohl­

hagen's office. 

A preliminary hand-typed letter was sent to each 

of the 126 high school homelll8k1ng teachers explaining the 

purpose of the study and asking her cooperation. A self­

addressed postcard was enclosed for ease in answering 

(Appendix c) • 

Out ot the 126 teachers contacted, 70 teachers 

replied that they would participate in the survey; 19 

teachers replied that they could not participate because 

only two years of homemaking was offered in their 

schools; two teachers replied th.at they would not parti­

cipate, but gave no reason; one teacher replied that she 

would participate, but her answer was received too l~te 

to include her students in this study; )4 teachers did 

not reply. 

A total of 1,479 examinations was sent to the 70 

cooperating high schools. Enclosed in the packe t of 

tests were : (1) instructions to the teacher for ad­

ministering the test, (2) the key to the test, (3) a 

self-addressed envelope for the return of' the answer 

sheets, and (4) a letter explaining how the test was 
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formulated {Appendix D). 

Within three weeks atter the tests were mailed, 47 

teachers had returned the answer sheets . Twenty-three 

follow-up letters were sent to the teachers who had not 

returned the answer sheets (Appendix E). or the 23 re­

maining teachers, 16 re~urned the answer sheets; two 

teachers wrote that they would not be able to give the 

examinations due to their busy schedule; tive teachers 

did not reply at all (Figure 2) . Due to absences, 

various school activities, and the failure ot seven 

schools to return their te~ts, the final count ot answer 

sheets returned was 978. 

The good percentage of returns, 90 per cent of the 

cooperating schools and 50 per cent or the total schools 

originally contacted, may have been influenced by the 

tact that all of the correspondence with the teachers was 

individually hand-typed. 

Tabulation of the Answers 

There are 74 questions in the examination . One 

point was allowed tor each question , therefore a perteot 

score for the test is 74 . As the answer sheets were 

returned, each one was given a number . A separate list 

was kept of the schools that returned their answer 

sheets, as well as the number of answer sheets that they 
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returned. The reason for numbering the answer sheets 

was to tao111tate the job of retracing possible errors 

made in ~eeording the answers. The answer sheets were 

corrected and one . point subtracted for eaoh error. Each 

answer as well as the total score was written on a lai"ee 

tabulation sheet. After all of the tests had been 

corrected and recorded, the total soo!"es and answers for 

each question were tallied. 

An~lrsis of Examinations 

Analysis of variance tests were used to compare 

the relationship between the student's total test score 

and the amount of personal sewing done, who purchased the 

fabrics, and the type of store in which the fabrics are 

purchased. Tests of significance on the individual teat 

questions were made by mea~s of the chi-squared test. 

In all oases the test of significance is based upon the 

five per cent level • . The number of students answering 

each question is reported in percentages; all percentages 

are calculated on the basis of a total of 978 students. 

Assuming that the questions were answered completely at 

rando~, the expected score for the examination was 

calculated. The expected score is 27 ..42 • 

.Although the primary concern of the examination 

was to determine how much high school home economics 
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students understand about the fabrics that are available 

on the present retail market, the test was designed to 

class11'y their knowledge into several categories. The 

data were tabulated and analyzed with respect to these 

categories~ The categories and their relevant data are 

discussed in the following chapter. 
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AN'AI.tslS OF DATA 

The data are presented in the sazne order as the 

categories outl1ned in the. Int:rodu.otton. Below they are 

restated, and the ques~lons 1n the examination are grouped 

together so tbe:t all of them that relate to one speoit!o 

area may be examined and analyzed at one time. 

I. Is the~e any rela•tonship between the amount of 
clothing const~uction a student does and her 
total score on the test? 

Q.uest1on I 

II. Is there any relationship between who purchases
the rabrio a st\ldent uses in her garments and her 
total soore on the test? 

Q.ues~ion II 

In. Is there en.y relationship between the type ot 
store (department · variety. single line, mail 
order catalogue} ln which the fabric used in the 
s'budent ts sument was p\U"Chased and her total 
soore on the test? 

Question III 

lV. Does the atudent understand textile terminology? 

A. How much of the information round on labels 
does the student understand? 
~uest1on IV. 1,2,).
Question VIII. l 1.213t41 5,6,7,8,9,.10. 
Q.aestion IX. l,2, '3 14 1 S. 
Question x:. 

B. Is the student able to seleo.t appropriate
tabr1os to be U$ed ~n simple garments?

Q.uestion Vli 

C. Is the student able to identity oomm.only
used tabrios? 
Q.uestion lV. 4 •. s,6.7,8191~0lll.l2. Q.uestion IX. 6, 7,8,9 1l.o,u, 2,13. 

http:5,6,7,8,9,.10
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D. Does the student understand the character­
istics or certain tabr1cs that require
special consid ration when laying out 
patterns?

Question V. 
Question VI. 

B. Does the student have an understanding ot 
the Wool Products Labeling Act and the Pure 
Dye Silk Trade Practices? 

Question IV. 1) 1 14,15,16.
Question IX. 14115 116. 

Distribution ot Teat Soores 

Counting one point tor each question there was a 

possible score ot 74 on the examination. The highest 

score made by a student was 64 and the lowest score made 

b,r a student was 6 (Figure 3). The mean score tor the 

examination was )9.70, the median score was 39.705, and 

the .110de was 41. One standard deviation was plus or 

minus 7.6 points, 68.2 per cent ot the test group falling 

between the scores ot )2.2 and 47.3. The expected score, 

based on the completely random answering of the test 

questions, was 27.42. Only 5.2 per cent ot the students 

made scores lower than the expected score. 

~uestion I was designed to determine whether the 

student's knowledge and understanding of textile termin­

ology increases as the number of garments constructed 
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increases (Table III). 

'l'he .mean score t)f all the students who constructed 

almost all of their outer garments (choice "a") did not 

differ s1gnit1cantly from the mean score of those stud­

ents who did most ot their own clothing construction 

( cho1ee "b") • A possible e~lana\1on for the simil81"­

. 1ty ot mean scores was t .hat the students were unable to 

discern between choice "a" and choice "b". Because the 

scores ot students marking these two choices were 

essentially the same, they we~e combined to torm a 

single unit used 1n testing the d11'terenoes between the 

mean scores aohieTed by students selecting choices "o" 

and "d". 

Girls who sewed almost all or most of their outer 

garJnents (choice ''a"' and "b") made significantly better 

scores than the stu.den.ts who· sewed just some of their 

outer sar.m.ents (choice "o"). When this correlation was 

carried one step turther,. lt was tound that the girls 

who constructed some out·er garments made significantly 

higher scores than those who constructed only th$ gar­

ments that were required in olas& (choice "d"). 
' .

These results show that th more expe.rienoe girls 

have 1n constructing ·c~othlng, the more they apparently 

· know and understand about textiles and textile 

ttr.minolos.Y• 

.. 
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Table III 

Percentage ot Students' Responses to the Question 
Concerning the Number ot Garments They Construct 

_______________________ ..... _____ ________ ,.__...,_._ _______. 

. ... • .. . .• . . . .a b •. c . d .. 
: .AJ.mO'st all : Jlost ot : so.- ot .• Only what ..• .• 
: o:t my : my : my .• I m.ake •• .• 
: outer : outer : outer . in .. .. Mean 

Question I : garments : garments : gar.ments .. • 
school : Total .. Score ... . .. .. __ ____----~--------.----------- ... ___________ ,_ .._.., __ 

Row much ot 
your own 
sewing do 
you do? 7.6 2l.I. 52.5 18.5 100.0 

Mean Score 4,).08 42.46 )9.27 )6.35 - )9.70* 

* Mean score tor total teat group. 

\,.) 

0 
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Relationship Between Who Purchases the Fabric a Student 
Uses and Her Totai Score on the Examination 

ueation II was designed to determine whether the 

experiences a student has 1n purchasing her own fabrics 

will influence her kno ledge and understanding of tex­

tiles and textile terminology (Table IV). 

Students who purchased their own fabrics without 
\i

help trotn anyone (choice "att) made significantly higher 

scores than those who purchased their fabrics with help 

:rrom their .mothers (choice ttb"). EYen though the 

difference between the mean score ot choice "att and 

choice ttb" was only one point. it ~as statistically \ 

significant. This shows that the actual experiences 

girls have 1n purchasing yardage 111 increase their 

knowledge and understanding o:r tabrics. The number o:r 

girls answering choices "c" and ttd" .,.represented such a 

SJJLall group that no reliable information could be 

obtained by further analysis. 

In the survey of the retail market that was used 

as the basis for the exatnination it was noted that the 

information supplied in the mail order catalogues was 

usually more complete and accurate than information 



___ .... ________ 
••. . -a• 
• 
: Onl.r 

Q.uestion II : You 

Table IV 

Percentage of Students' Responses to the Question Concerning
Who Purchases the Fabrics Used in the Garments 'rhey Construct 

. .- ._.. .... -- - ........ .-- .... --- .... .­
Who usually
decides what 
fabric will 
be purchased 
tor your
sewing
project? 42.7 

Mean Score 40.)5 

,... .... 
4•.• .,. .• .. 

___ .._._.. 

b 
You-and 
your
mother 

... ______ 
•• 

c•• 
: On!y 
: your 
: mother ...... ---- ... -- - ... ~-

55.6 0.4 

)9.35 31.75 

••
••.. .. 
••.. . .... ._ ._---...,- .... - _. ...-' ._--­

1.) 100.0 ­
)6.23 )9.70* 

...,..._ __ _._._. _____ ....... _._ 

.• .. 
d • :•.Soiie .••

other •• .• Mean 
person .. Total .• Score. . 

* ~an score tor total test group. 

\...> 
1\) 
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aupplied in either department stores or fabric shops. 

Therefore question III was designed to determine whether 

the student's total score was atreoted by where she 

and/or her mother purchased the te.brio that she used in 

the construction ot her garments (Table V). 

The mean score of students who purchased their 

tabric from a mail order catalogue (choice "o") was not 

significantly higher than that ot students who pw.-ohased 

their fabrics from a department store (choice "b") or a 

single line shop (choice "a"). The mean score or 

students choosing "b" (a department store) was not 

significantly higher than that of students who purchased 

their :fabrics in a single line shop (choice "a") . This 

result shows that the student's understanding of fabrics 

is not related to the type or store in which she and/or 

her mother purchased the tabries used 1n her garments. 

Does the Student Understand Information Found on Labels? 

Because most girls either purchase or help pur­

chase the fabrics used in their garments, it was . 

important to determine the extent of their comprehension 

ot the information found on labels, Certain questions 1n 

the examination were planned with this objective in 

mind. They are: 
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Table V 

.leroentage o.f Students• Responses to the stion 
Concerning the 'l'ype ot Store in which They ;purchased

the Fabrics Vsed tn the Gar~nts They construct 

___________ .......... .... - ............... ______ .___.. ........ _... ________ ...,_, ___ ...,~----

: : : : : . a .. b . c .••
•• Store-that .. - .• - •. : 
.. sella only . Depart- . Mail .." • • •. .~ .• yardage and .• Jll.8llt • order .. Mean 

Q,uestion III ... notions .• Store •• catalogue . Total .• so.ore . . ... .. . . 
.. 

..-- .... -- ... - .......... -- ._ ..... ........... - ....... ..---- ............ --- ....... -- .............. ,._--- .... - ... - ..... - ....~ ~ 

Where do y-ou usual.ly
purchase the t'abric · 
you use when you sew? 1).8 8).1 98.2* .... 

Jlean Score 39.)6 )9.81 ... )9.78** 

• Beoa.use 0.1 per cent did not answer this question. and 1.7 per cent of the 
students do not purchase or help purchase their fabric, they are not 
included in this table or analysis. 

** Mean score ot 98.0 per cent ot total test group. 

http:usual.ly


Question IV1 1tems 1,2, and ) (Table VI).
Question VIII. items l,2.3a4.S1 61 7,S.9,. 

and 10 (Table VI!).
Question IX,. items 1,2.3.4, and 5 (Table

VIII).
Question X (Tables lX and X). 

Discussion ot Table VI 

"Viscose" (.choice ttdn) • the correct answer in. 1 te.Ql 

one$ question ;r..v, received only 17.0 per cent of the 

res~onses ('table VI). The number of students selecting 

"acetate" (cho1ee "a"} was sign1t1oantly b1gher than 

those choosing the other three ans rs. One reason for 

the large number of stu.dents answering item one 

incorrectly may be that until 1952 acetate was labeled 

as rayon. Since the enact~nt of the new rayon regula• 

tions. synthetic fibers ~de by the viscose and 

cuprammonium .tll.$thods have been labeled as rayon,. and the 

synthetic fibers made bf the acetate method have been 

:labeled as acu~tate • 

.In 1tem two, the nwnber of students selecting 

"sponging" (ohoice "o"} w·as s1gntf1oantly larger than 

the number of students seleot1ng an1 other single 411Swer. 

Howenr. the total number ot students choosing the 

wrong answers here was significantly larger than the 

number of students ohooslng the correct answer. It is 

interesting to note that "re,tt1ng" (choice "d•t) was the 

•• < 

http:l,2.3a4.S1
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Table VI 

Percentage ot Students• Responses to Three Multiple Choice 
Questions on Interpreting Label Information 

.-- .... __ ._ _________________ ,_,.._ ___________________ ._ ........... ---- ..... ---~----.. .. 
: RESPONSE : o 

Question IV :--.!.~--~!i....-.......__""'!g,~------!4.---: Answer---- ... ~-------._ ... __ ...... 
4 

,... ________________ .... ._ . 
• 

1. "10~ Rayon" on a label means 
that the type ot rayon in the 
fabric is (a) acetate, (b)
acrilan, (c) arnel, (d) viscose. 55.-9 14.6 z.z 17.0* 4.8 

2. Shrinking of new wool fabrics 
betore s•w1ng (can be done at 
home) is called (a} decating, 
~b) napping, (c) sponging,
d) rett1ng. 18.9 11.8 )8.0 27.-9 ).4 

). A process that preshrink& tabrio 
so that the shrinkage during use 
is less than 1~ 1s called ta)
Superset, (b) Pre-shrunk, c)
Shr1nket1zed, (d) Sanforized. .z 2).) ).6 .11£:1 

* Ubderl1n1ng. indicates the correct answer. 
\,.\) 

0\ 
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most popular incorrect answer. 

The number of students choosing "Sanforized" 

(choice "d") as the correot answer 1n item. three was 

aign1t1~antly larger than the number choosing any other 

one answer. The total of students selecting the correct 
I 

answer we.s also significantly larger than the total ot 

students selecting the 1noorrect answers. Even though 

the majority of the students answered the item correctly, 

approx1mately one-fourth of the students indicated that 

"Preshr~" (choice "b") was the correct answer. 

Discussion of Table VII 

ln items 1•2 1 4,5, and 8 ot question VIII, the 

number of students who answered correctly was significant­

ly greater than the number of those who answered 

incorrectly (Table VII). In items 3 1 6• and 71 a 

significantly larger number of students selected the 

incorrect answers. 

It is interesting to note that more than one-half 

of the students indicated in item three that "preshrunk" 

had some meaning , which it has not, whereas 1n a 

s1milar item (Table VI, question IV, item 3) only 23.3 

per cent or about one-fourth of the stude ts responded 

that "preshrunk" meant that residual shrinkage was one 

per cent or less. This sugges~s that many students 
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Table VII 

Percentage of St\ldents' Responses to 'l'en True~False 
Q.uest1ons on .Interpreting Information on Two written 

Fabric Labels Prepared by the Writer 

- · - ... -- .... - .......... -- - ... _. ... ._- 7-- ... T ...... --=~ fo..... 
_9cU!,S!1g_n_V!Il _ - __ - _- ____ J.*l'£.U!. ..!,F.!,l.!,e_:!Jl!W!,r 

1.· Combed cotton fibers are lo~er 
and stronger than carded cotton 
fibers. 6S.!t* 29.7 1.9 

2. Vat-dyed colors are more per­
manent than any other dyes for 
cotton, 58.6 40.0 1.4 

3 •. Preshrunk means that the f'abr1o 
will not shrink when it is 
washed. 54., 

4. · Jercer1zing is a process that 
adds luster and strength to 
cotton. z~.o 23.4 1.6 

5. ttaesidual Shrinkage 1-" is a 
phrase that has little or no 
meaning tor the cons'U,ll18r. 16.4 

6. "Guaranteed Colorfast" •ans 
that the colors are fast to 
washing and sunlight, 76.6 

1. Cay's cottons will be easier to 
take care of because you do n·ot 
have to iron them. 56.0 

8. ·All cotton fabrics Will Wl'inkl.e 
when worn even if they have been 
treated not to wrinkle. ~ 40.2 1.0 

9. For the best buy Joan sho\lld 
purchase "Cay's Cottons." 

10. For the best buy Joan should 
purchase "Sun-Time Fabrics." a:.2 46.? 1.4 

* UDderlin1ng indicates the correct answer. 
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do not know the meaning ot the term ~preshrunk". 

The percentage ot students ho answered item six 

1noorreotly was significantly larger than the number ot 

those who answered it correctly. The fact that 76.6 

per cent or the students responded that "Guaranteed 

Colorfast" meant that the oolors .will not fade when 

washed or exposed to sunlight indicates that perhaps they 

do not understand either the meaning or the term 

•Guaranteed" or the meaning of "Colorfast" or the 

combined terms as used. 

In item seven, again the percentage of incorrect 

responses was significantly l&l:'ger than the percentage 

of correct responses. Th1a result was probably due to 

the .misconceptions associated with the wrinkle-resistant 

and drip-dry cottons on the market. These misconcep­

tions may be the result of the way in which these 

cottons are advertised. 

The last two items, nine and ten, are related, 

as the students were asked to select the "best buy". 

The percentage of students marking the two questions 

correctly was not significantly higher than the per­

centage .marking the items incorrectly. This result shows 

that despite all of the evidence presented on the two 

illustrated labels, and the taot that the girls ere 

able to answer tive ot the true•false questions about 



'bhe labels cor-rec~ly, they were unable to eYaluate the 

information and use it to make the correct choice tor 

1te.ms nine and ten. 

Disoussioll of Table VIII 

A s1gn1tteant numb&r of students selected the cor• 

rect answer over the incorrect answer 1n 1tems 1,2. and 

4 or question tt (Table VIII} • In items three and five 

the inconect answer w•s ohosen by a significantly high­

tsr percentage than those the oorreot ens er. 

In 1te.m tbree • slightly oter 82 per cent or the 

students responded that the term "permanent pleats" on 

a label on a eotton garment .means that tbe pleats will 

remain tor the lite of the garment .. This suggests that 

either they do not understand the oharacterist1es ot 

cotton1 or they do not understand the label term 

"permanent"• In item twG, the girls correctly responded 

to the label term "durable"; perhaps they are ot the 

opinion that ndurab.le" and "permanent" are synonomou$. 

It is not surprising that in 1te.m tour )9.6 per 

cent of the girls did not know that "Dri-don" was the 

trade .lllftl"k tor the Dan River drip-dry :finish for cotton. 

This finish has been on the looal market for less than 

one year, 

http:ndurab.le
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Tabla VIII 

Percentage of Students' Resp.onses to t'ive 
True•False Questions on Interpreting Label 

Information Concerning Cotton Fabrics 

~-~~~~~~-~-~~~~~~~~~;~-~r~o~ 

~~~~~-----------~~~~J~~~~S~£ 
1. Printed fabrics .~e· :bl.ore 

colorfast then y&rn•dy&d 
tab~1cs. 66 .2* 

2 . T.he te.rm "durable glaze"
found on a pol1sheci cotton 
label means that the glaze
will remain eve·n though the 
SQ.tnent ~s washe·d. ll.O 1.0 

). The term "permanent pleats" 
on a cotton fabric means 
that the pleats will re.tlll:l1n 
tor the life of the garment. 16. 8 - .s 

4. Dri-don is a Dan River trade 
name that means 11t tle or 110 
ironing is needed . 58. 0 )9.6 2. 4 

5. r¥r1nkl-&hed is a trade name. 
that means that the ta.br1c 
wlll not wrtnkle. 6; .6 lli::.Z 1 . 7 

• Underlining indicates the correct answer. 



ludglr1g from the large percentage ot students 

JD.arld.ng 1te.cn. five incorrectly•. it appears that many of 

the girls were not aware o.t how · a wrinkle-resistant 
,. 

eotton reacts 1n use, or what the term ~1nkle-res1stant" 

~ans on a ~abel. In contrast, on Table VII. question 

VIII, item eight, ss ..s per cent of the students correctly 

responded that cotton fabrics will wrinkle even it they 

haYe been treated to be wrinkle resistant. 

Discussion of Table I X 

GroQ,P 1 ot question X. deals primarily with color­

fast tern:as that ~pear on labels. In one•half or the 

items (3.4, and 5} a s1gn1fioant number ·ot students 

responded to the correct answer ,('fable I X)" In 1 te.ms 

1.2. and 6, a significantly larger number or students 

answered the que$t1ons incorrectly. 

In items one and two, over 70 per cent ·of the 

students st·lected the wrong answer. Students appe&rEJd 

to be confused as to the true meaning of the tel"ma 

"Colorfast" and "Guarante$d tastoolor~ as they are 

:tound on labels. Perhaps in item two, they were misled 

by the term "Guaranteed". 

In item three, 67.1 per cent of the girls 

answered the question correctly, Fr·om tbe evidence 

shown 1n 1tems one and two, per)?.aps they did not 

.· -~ ~·"'· 
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Table IX 

Pero$ntage or Students' Responses to Slx 
Matching Questions on Xnterpreti.ng Label 
Information Concerning Colorfastness of 

Fabrics 

; ' :: a : b •• 
:'ferm mlaral :· Term 
tfab~ic will ; has 

uestion X ;be rtH1S·onably: little : NO 
Gro\q> l :tast oolor : meaning : Answer 

' · ~• ............ - ............ .., ... _•............. _.... ...,_.._• __ .._. ... ._•---·- _......, 

l~ Colorfast 79 . 8 Ud* .2. 4 

a. Guaranteed 
Jastcolor 72. S ) . 2 !Y. 

) . Ool.ortast to 
washblg 6z.l )0.• 1 2.8 

.ft.. Vat color 22.7 7L.2 3.7 

5. Vat-dretl 40.4 ).8~ 
6. B1.mtast 55,7 ltLl ).0 

* Unde:rl1n1ng lndi~etes the correct answer. 

http:Xnterpreti.ng


really understand the phrase "Colorfast to washing", but 

because the word "Colorfast" appeared, the students con­

cluded that the phrase had meaning. 

It would seem that the students Wlderstand the 

terms "Vat colors" and "Vat-dyed" because they correctly 

marked them in items tour and :five. Also in a previous 

item (Table VII; question VIII, item two) they indicated 

the correct answer for the term "Vat-dyed". 

Discussion of Table X 

In 11fems 2,5,6, and 7 ot Grol.W 2, question X, a 

significantly larger number ot students marked the items 

correctly than the number marking them incorrectly 

(Table X) . In items 1,), and~ the number ot students 

marking the incorrect choice was significantly higher 

than the number marking the correct answer. 

Onl1 lJ.) per cent of the girls indicated the 

correct answer in item one. A significantly higher per­

centage, 75.2, indicated that the term "Guaranteed wash­

fast" had meaning. Again in this item, as in item two 

(Table I :X:, question X, g;"Ol.\P 1), the word nGuaranteed" 

may be the term that the girls misinterpreted. 

A small percentage of students. 2).5, responded 

correctly to the term ~ull1 washable" in item three. 

A significantly larger number, 62.0 per cent, responded 



• • 

Table X 

Percentage or Students' Responses to BeYen lla.tching Questions on 
Interpreting Label Information Concerning Washability ot Fabrics 

__ ...__. .... _._. ..... 

Question X 
Grou;p 2 

~---------------~----~ .... ---- ..... ---.-~~---. 
-0 . 

:•• 
• a • 

~: Term .means that . 
: the tabric can be : 
: washed without •• 
: noticeable tad1ng : 
: or shrinking .• 

.. 
•!?. •.•

Term me ana the : 
remaining ..• ..shrinkage is . 
·~or leaa .• 

..... - ... __ ... ___••.• 
: 
l 

Term haa 
little • No• 
ll8an1ng •• Answer .. .. .. ..------ .... ----------------~---------------,-.--.--.--------

1. Gu.arante•d 
wasb.1'aat 

2. Machine washable 
) • Fully washable 
4. Preshr\Ullt 
5. sanrorized 
6. Shrinketized 
7. Residual 

Shrinkage 2% 

75.2 8.8 2.7H:t* ).08:E 19.0 
).111.4 i;!26.) 61.4 ).2

)5.8 ).6
11.7 ~ a:! ).4 

4.9 76.2 15.5 ).4 

• underline indicates the correct answer. 

~ 
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lnoorreotly, or that the term had meaning. In co.t:JJ.Paring 

the responses ot item one and three to item two it appears 

tha' the students believed that., it a phrase contains a 

word relating to washabilit7, it meant that the fabric 

will not shrink or fade when washed. It is possible that 

the students marked it$m two correct because the term 

"washable" appeared in the phrase rather than because they 

aotuallt understood the entire phrase. 

Judging by item four. "Freahrunk" seems to be a 

term that the students persist in marking as it it has 

meaning. In Table VII, question VIII, item three, 54.5 

per cent of the students responded that the term "Pre­

shrunk" indicates that the fabric will not shrink when it 

is washed. Again 1n this item, 61.4 per cent of the 

girls responded that the ter~ "Preshrunk" means that the 

residual shrinkage 1s less than two .per cent. 

More than one•halt ot the students indicated the 

correct answer for the term "Sanforized" in item five. 

However, )5.8 per cent responded incorrectly that the 

term "Santor!zed" means not only that the fabric will 

not noticeably shrink, but that it would not not.iceably 

fade when washed. 

Beoa\lSe 59.1 per cent of the students correctly 

responded that "Shrinket1zed" had little meaning, it 

seems that they have an understanding of this term. 
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~Rea1dual shrinkage 2%" • 1 tem. seven, was a phrase 

that a s1gn1t1oant number of atudent.s marked correctly. 

Also~ on Tablt:. VII. quest.ion VIII, 1ttun five, 82.0 per 

cent or the students indicated that the term "Residual 

shrinkage" had meanillg tor the consumer. Either the 

students actually know and un<lerstand ·this phrase, or they 

marked it oorreo,ly because the phrase sounds teohnioal 

and they therefore concluded that it must mean something. 

Do students understand the information found on 

labels? Assuming that the questions in this area, Tables 

V! through X, were answered completely a.t randol!lJ the ex­

pected soore ould be 13.;8. The students• actual score 

was 15.2 or 1.62 points higher than the ezpected score. 

Tb!s suggests that the students do ·not underetand the in• 

formation that is tound on labels~ They wer able to 

answer only 1.62 more q\lestions correotl1 than they would 

haT$ · answered oorreetly i .f they had randomly selected the 

answers. 

to Select A 

An important facet ot purchasing tab·rios 1s the 

ability to seleot tabrios that will be su.1table 'for the 

garment that is to be construot.ed. some or the fabrics 

aost frequently round in the retail market were u.sed as 

http:construot.ed


the ~ases tor the matohing qttestion _in which the students 

were t ·o select the most suitable fabric tor each or the 

garments listed. The question in the examination that 

applies directly to this oatee;or.v 1s: 

Question VII, items 1 1 2,3,4, and ' (Table XI). 

D1scusston ot Table XI 

lb all instances except one, most students were able 

to lll$ke the corl'eot choice ot ta.bric (Table X!.) .. The 

nu.mber of students mald.ng the correct choices for 1tems 

1.2,3, and 4 was s1gnif1.oantl1 higher than the number ot 

students selecting the incorrect answer. In it11m five, 

whioh p.ertains to a christening dress tor an infant, 

trOh1fton" 1vas chosen as the most suitable tabric by 40.4. 

per cent of the girls . "Batiste," the correct answer, 

was selected 'by o:nly 22.6 per oent of the students. It ts 

qltite probable that the students are not familiar with 

batiste. 

Assuming that the question was anew$:E<ed completely 

at re.ndo.m,, the expected score for this question would be 

0. 71,. The students earned a score of ).0, which is 2.29 

points higher than the expected score. This ,score 

indicates that the students have a relatively good under.. 

sOanding ot the fabrics that would be suitable for use in 

some garments ... 



Table XI 

Percentage ot Students' Responses to Five Matching Questions 
on the Selection or Fabrics for Simple Cotton Garmsnts 

~ ~- .-- .._---- .... ----- ... ------ .............. -----------. _.-- - .... - .... ... .­. . .... . " ... - . . . . .. . 
:a: b: c: d : •: t : & : 
: - :Broad-: - ~ - : - :PolTshed :San- : No 

Q.ueation VII :Batiste:c1oth :Chifton:Organdy:Pl1sse: cotton :cloth : Answer 
._..... ... _____________ ....,.._.. . . ____ ...... ..,...__, .--~ ... _.,.... . .____________ __________ __..._... .. . .. . . .. .. 

1. A pair of pedal
pushers for 
summer. 1.0 10.0 0.2 0.4, o.) 3.2 o.s~· 

2. A durable blouse 
to wear with 

gym shorts. 4..5 .8 1.6 1.4 10.9 8.8 1.31!l!1 
) • A pair of light

ight paJamas
that will require
little ironing 1).5 4.0 8.1 4.6 i!=-2. 7.6 . .s 2.5 

4.. A tano1 waist 
apron to wear 
on special.
occasions. 4.7 1.2 16.9 6~·2 4-.2 6.0 .4 1.) 

5. A christening
dress for an 
inf'ant girl 22.6 .1 40.4 20.2 7.) 6.) .) 1.9 

~ 
~ * tllderlining indicates the correct answer. 
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z, tlle,, Student Able to ldentifl Cenmu;znlz;; U'sed Fabrics? 

lVhen the survey o~ the retail market was taken some 

tabrics were :rou.nd more frequently than other.s. Certain 

questions in the examination were designed to determine 

the understanding students have ot these :t'abrios. The 

pe~t1nent questions arec 

Q,uestion Iv. items 4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11., and 12 
(Table XII}. 

Questtcn :IX1 items 6,7!.8t.9,l01ll,l2. ana 13 
('Table XI..tiJ. 

Dlsou,ssion c:t' Table x:u: 

Ill items ;.7,101 and 12 ·on question IV, a s1gn1­

:t'ioantl,y higher nwn.be.r o:t' studen~s selaoted the correct 

answer than the incorrect answer. The number of oorreot 

answers was also s1gn1f1cantly greater than the total of 

inoorrect answers (T.able XII), In 1 tems 61 8,9 1 and l.l 

the total number or students giving the wrong answer was 

s1gn1ttcantly larger than the number giving the oorr~ct 

answer. ln. tte.m tour, even though the pe.-centagt ot 

oorreet answers was sign1:t'1oantly greater than any other 

one· answer, there was no signitioant ~lt.teren<UI betwee-n 

the total ot correct answers and the total number of 

srong answers. 

In item !.:x•. the percentage of gil:'ls choosing the 

inoorreot answer (sailcloth) was signif1oantly higher than 

' 



Table XII 

Percentage or Students' Responses to Nine Multiple-choice
Questions on the Characteristics ot Some Common Fabrics 

__.. ____ ....... ~----------~---- ... - ... ._.--- .... -------­__________ ....,..._.. ... . 
Response : No 

Question IV ~:-a~.....:-~b..-...:~""!c----:~a---: Ans r . -- - .. .... ,., - .---- . . .-- ._. -- .... -. ... ------­ _. ._ .-. ........... _....... --- .... --­ ... -­ ..~ .. 
._. 

.. - ... ------­ ... _. 

4. A cotton fabric that is woven in either 
a wattle design or lengthwise rib , is (a)
denim, (b) dimity, (c) pique, (d) seer­
sucker. 1).4 5.) so.s• 29.) 1.2 

5. A tabrio that needs little or no ironing
is (a) dimity. (b) dotted iss, (o)
Indian head, (d) seersucker. 64.1- 1.2 

6. cotton fabric woven 1n a twill weave and 
used tor sports clothes is (a) oorduro1, 
(b) denim, (c) saUoloth, (d) terry cloth.. 6 .4 l2.:! 46.0 11.6 .4 

7. A light weight yam-dyed fabric that is 
most often plaid or striped is (a) broad­
cloth, (b) dimity , (o) gingham, (d) 
percale. 15.4 2.5 72·9 .8 

8. A fabric made from cotton and Cupione 
raron will look like (a) silk tatreta, 
(bl cotton broadcloth, (o) rayon oh1tton,
(d) silk shantung. 20.3 27.8 26.9 20.6- Vt ..... 



Table XII - Continued 

Percentage ot Students' Responses to Nine Hultiple-Ghoice
Questions on the Characteristics of So.me Common Fabrics ._. _________________________ ............... _........ _____ .,....__,... ______ __ 

: Response : No 
Question IV : a : S : c : a : Answer 

.. - . .... . .... . ... ..... - ... - -- -- ~ - -- - ..... - ... - - ._. - .... - .... ............... ~ ...- - -·- ........... --·- - - ­_. _ ~ 
9. M.Ylar · is the nama ot (a) a new :tabr1o, · 

(b) a metallic thread (c) a special
finish tor cotton, (dJ a crease resistant 
finish. lJ.7 ~ 26.8 28.) 6.4 

10. Dacro.n is (a) en aniaal tiber, (b) the 
name or a aanutacturer, (c) the name ot a 
drip-dry tinish, (d) a synthetic tiber. ).7 1.) 29.2 6~.2* 0.6 

11. A puckered or crinkled fabric in which 
the "pucker" is woven in is oailed (a)
er.ibossed cotton, (b) plisse, (c) · seer• 
sucker, (d) crinkle-crepe. · 17.8 14.5 20.) 46.8 

12. Dacron is somet1mas combined with cotton 
into one fabric (a) to get people to buy
the material{ (b) to lower the c~st of 
the :fabric, o) to improve the quality o:t' 
the fabric, (d) to raise the cost of the 
fabric. 1.8 10.2 8S.6 1.6 .s 

• Uhderlining indicates the correct answer. 

""N 

.6 
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the percentage selecting the oorreot answer (denim). The 

larger percentage or students choosing sailcloth as the 

correct answer may be the result of the fact that this 

year sallolotb has been more popular than denim for use 

1n sports clothes. 

It appears from the range or percentages of 

students answering item eight that the students were guess­

ing at the correct answer for Cupione rayon. "Cotton 

broadcloth" and "rayon chiffon" each contained the word 

"rayon" or "cotton" , the same words that appeared in the 

question. This may be the reason why more girls selected 

these two answers than the other choices. "Silk shantung," 

the correct answer, received only 20.6 per cent of the 

re ponses . 

In item nine, the majo~ity of the girls selected 

the incorrect answer. "A metallic thread," "a special 

finish for cotton," and "a crease-resistant finish" were 

most often selected as the definition of Jl,ylar. Only 

24.8 per cent sel oted the correct answer; "a metallic 

thread". These percentages tend to indicate that the 

students are not ta.ndliar \Vith Mylar . 

Even though 65.2 per cent of the students knew the 

correct definition of Dacron in item ten ("a synthetic 

tiber"), 29.2 per cent of the girls responded that Dacron 

w s the name o a drip•dry tinish. The reason for this 



l'JJB.¥ be that Dacron is ot$en adTertised as a drip-dry 

fabric. 

In 1te.m five of this que.$t1on. 64.1 per cent of the 

students were able to identity that eeraucker requir•d 

little ironing, but in item eleven only 20.; per cent 

respouded. that the "'pucker" was 'Hoven into the :tabri<h 

It is p·ossible that in item tlve most students marked 

seer&llOker correctly because it was the most 11.kely answer 

rather than because they understood the term. 

Discussion of Table XIII 

l'.U all items of question IX,· except six and ten, 

the percentage, of students answering, .correctly was 

e1g.n1fioantly higher than the percentage who answered 

incorrectly (Table XIII). 

It is 1nteres1d.ng to note that in 1tem suf 6/,j. ,.5 

per cent ot the students W6re of the opinion that jersey 

is a woven rather than knitted :tabr1o. Perhaps beoause 

ot the 41rt:lcUlt1es involved in working with je;rs.ey. the 

girls have had little or no experience in using 1t 1n 

the construction ot clothing. 

In item tan. 70 .. ; per cent of the stude,nts respond• 

ed 1noor.reetly that spun rayon was sm.ootb and shiny. 

Apparently the word "spun" was Dtis1nterpreted by the 

girls .. 

http:je;rs.ey
http:1nteres1d.ng
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Table XIII 

Percentage ot Students' Responses to 
Eight True- alae Q.uest1ons on the 
Oharaoter1st1os of Certain commoa 

Fabrics · 

: : : Bo 
Q.uest1on IX : True : False : Answer 

6. lt3rsey is a woven fabric. 64.5 ~· 1.3 

7. Terry cloth looks like 
ba'h towel. 

a 
2A.&. 4.4 1.0 

s. Taffeta can be lD.ade from. 
acetat.e, ra.ron• or silk. 6Z·!t )0.7 1.9 

9•· Oorduro.y 1s made ot 
ld.\h a pile weave. 

cotton 
zsi.2 19,.8 a.o 

·10. Fabr1es made from spun rayon 
atte -smooth and shinY• like 
satin. . 10.5 ~ 2.1 

11. Nylon is a relatively weak 
tiber. 2S.4 72.8 1.8 

12. Linen wrinkles easily unless 
it has been treated to be 
wrlnkl.e reS1$tant. ~ )2.9 1.7 

13. Nylon · dries quiokly and irons 
easily. 86.~ 12.2 1.3 

• Underlining indicates the oorreot answer. 
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Are the students able to identify commonly used 

fabrics? Had the students selected the answers complete­

ly at random, the expected score would have been 6.25 

tor this category (Tables XI through XIII). Actually the 

students made a score of 9.6, or 3.35 points higher than 

the e~eoted score. This tact suggests that generally the 

students participating in this study are able to identify 

the ·characteristics of commonly used fabrics. 

Does the Student Understand the Characteristics ot Certain 
Jabrlos ;hat ReqUire Specla± Oo~s\gera§Jon :When Layi#i Out 

a terns 

Because ot the characteristics of certain types ot 

fabrics, additional yardage is required tor the construc­

tion of the garment. Certain questions were designed to 

determine whether the students are able to recognize 

certain fabrics that require additional yardage and the 

reason extra fabric is needed. The questions that relate 

to this category are: 

Question v, items 1,2,3,4,5,6, and 7 
(Table XIV) • 

Q,uestion VI, items 1,2,3,4,5,6,. and 7 
(Table XV). 

Discussion of Table XIV 

Most students were able to respond correctly to all 

of the items ot question V (Table XIV). The number of 
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Table XIV 

Percentage of Students• Reapcnses to 
Seven Ka.tch1.ng Q.uestiona on Certain 

e.bries that Require Addltional Yard­
age for the Construction ot Ga:rments 

- .................... -.--- ..................... .

: t : %....... -- .......... .... --·- ....... ..... ..,. .................. - -.. ·

............... _.. .... ____ ...._ ' ...,....,._ 
:
:Needs 

;
;Does Not 

: 
: 

Q.u.estion V :Extra tNeed : Do Not : No· 
:Fabric :Extra Fabric : Know : Answer 

... _.- ~-- .,_ ,,.... 

1. Red corduroy a1.2* 1).6 ).7 o.a 
2. O»e•wa.r percale

print tz.2 22.8 9.1 .9 

) • Blu. or.gandy 18.) zo,.e 9-9 1.0 

4. Piuk Indian 
head 15.8 2.L1t. 17.9 .9 

s. Green velveteen 69.0 21.1 8.9 1.0 

6. PJ.a1d gingham. 6~.6 27.7 5.9 .8 

1. Either-way
broadcloth 
print 7.8 

* unde~llning indicates the correct answer. 

http:Ka.tch1.ng
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oorrecb reaponses was significantly hlgher than the number 

of incorl:'eot responses. 

Discussion of Table XV 

The percentage ot students selecting the correct 

answer in all or the se.Yen 1ttm.s ot question VI was sign!• 

t1oantly higher than the perotntage of students selecting 

ant other one an~wer (.Tab,le XV}. In. 1 te!JlS 4 (Pink Indian 

head) 1 6 (Plaid Gingham) 1 and 7 (E1ther•way Broadcloth 

Print) • the correct answers were s1gnit1etmtly higher than 

the combined wrong «nswers.. However.• there was no s1gni• 

t1oant ditterence between the percentages o~. stt1dents 

choosing the correct or incorreo~ answers on items 1 

(Red Oorduro.r), 2 ( One•war PercaLe Print); :3 (Blue Organdy, 

8J).d ; {Green Velveteen). 

A large percentAge or stud.ents did not indicate. an 

answer on an1 or the items in questie>n VI. It may be that 

either the girls did not understand the 1nstruct1ons tor 

answering these 1te.ms or they actually did nQt know the 

answers. This was the only question in which such a large 

pe.roe:o:tap ot girls clid not indicate ,an answer. 

Do students understand the characteristics ot 

certain fabrics that require special consideration when 

laying out the pattern? I:f' the questions of this 

catesor1 (Tables nv and :XV) had been answered completely 



'!'able XV 

Percentage ot Students• Response• to Seven Questions Regarding 
the Reason for Purchasing Additions~ Yardage tor Certain Fabrics Used in Cl_othins 

Cons:tr·uotion---...- - ......... --. ..... .- .... ---- ........ .......... .._ .......................... -- .............. ---- -- ............ ~ .. --- .....~ : . - . . .
• • • • • A 

: l : 2 : ! : 
~ 

~ : 2. : 6 : 1 
: .Red : One-way: Blue : P,iiik : Green :.Plaid: Either-way 

Qllestion VI . :Corcluroy: Perca~e: Organdy: Indian: Velvet-:Gin.s-: Broadcloth · 
:. . : Print : : Bead : een ~ham : Print 

_. ~ .... ---- ... ._. ...... -- _.- ............ - ~ -- ----._. ..... -- ..... - _. ....... - ..... .-.. --......... - ..... - ~ ..... -- .... - ....- ..... 
a. Fabrics with 

a right and 
WJ:"o:ng sic:le 
require addJ. ... 
t .i onal yard­
age. 11.3 5.1 2.4 4,1 9·1 2-.1 4.5 

b. Fl:l.Dlsy or l1ght­
we1ght fabrics 
need additional 
yardage so that 
you can cut the 
pieces one at a 
time. 1.~ ;.o 2;.o 4.0 ).0 ).1 1.7 

c • The design or 
weaTe ot the 
fabric needs to 
be match-ed.. 15 •1 17.? 2 .• ; 4.7 ;.1 64.0* ;.;-

""-..o 
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Table XV - Continued 

Percentage of Students ' Responsea to Seven uestions Regarding
the Reason for Purchasing Additional Yardage for Certain Fabrics Used in Clothing

Construction 
.... _. .... _____ ._.._. .... ____ ..., _____ ~---~--------....----- ..... ------- .... --­. . . . . . . 

: 1 : 2 : 1 : ~ : 2. : 6 : 1 
: Ri'd : One•way: Bl.ue : Piiik : Green :Plaid: Either-way

Q,uestion VI :Corduroy: Percale: Organdy: Indian: Velvet- :Ging•: Broadcloth 
.... .............. ._.:.............. _: ....Print___:.... : Head .......................: een ____:~_ __ ... ,... .... - :hara ._...,. Print... _..__ ... -. 

d. Thiok fabrics 
need more yard­
age because you 
have to cut the 
pieces one at 
a time. 6.9 .8 ll.) 1.) 

e. Fab~ioa which 
might shrink 
When washed 
need extra yard­
age for wide 
seams and hems. 2.5 ;.2 2.1 

t. Fabrics having an 
u,p and down print
must be cut out 
with the pattern
pieces headed in 
the ae.me direc­
tion. 6.7 
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Table XV - Continued 

:Per:centage of Students• Responses to Seven Questions Regarding
the Reas011 ror Purchasing Additional Yardage for Certain Fab:rics Used in Clothing

Construction 
~........... ..... - ...... ....._ .... ----- .... ....,_..... ------ ... - ........ ·-- ... .... - ........... - .......... --- ..... .... ..... - .........: : : : : : ~ 

! : . ~ : 2.. : !±_ : 2.. :_ .2 : l 
: Red : One-way: Blue : Piiik : Green t.'Plaid :.Either-way

Q.uast1on VI :Corduroy: Percale: Organdy: Indian: Velvet-:Ging- :Broadcloth 
: : Print : : Head : een . :ham : Print 

Se.:· Pattern . 
pieces must 
be headed 1n 
the s~ 
direction to 
avoid varia­
tions in 
shades of 
color 1n 
Sally's dress. ~ 5.0 2.1 2.• 8 42.4 2.9 ).) 

h. No extr.a 
l'1U"daga 
needed~ 

is 
).2 ?.5 4a -2 ·zo.o 9.4 8.6 57.8 

No answer given 7,1 9.0 14.1 17.7 u.s S.3 13.8 

* Underlining indicates the oor-zoeot answer. 

01­..., 



at raudo•• th·e e~eoted score would have been lt.)S. The 

students actually made a score of S.lt, or 4.02 points high­

er than the eXPected score. This tact 1nd1oate·S that the 

students have a fair understanding ot what types of 

tabrlos require extra yardage; however they are not aware 

or the reasons why certain fabrics need additional yard• 

age. This is shown by the tact that, 1n question VI 

(Table XV'), items 1.2,3, and s. there was no a1gn1f1oant 

ditterenoa between the pe:t"oentage of students choosing 

the correct or incorrect answers. 

ool 
:ractice 

There are certain rules and regulations to which 

the m.anutaeturers ot wool and silk. fabrics !lltlSt oontorm 

in relation to the labeling &t their products. Certain 

questions ln the examination were planned to test the 

students on their understanding of the Wool PrOducts 

Labeling Act and the Pure Silk Trade Practice RUles. The 
• 

questions are: 

Question IV, items 13 114,1;, and 16 (Table XVI). 

Question IX, items 14~15, and 16 (Table XVII). 
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Discussion of Table XVI 

ln items lJ and 15, the percentage or students 

selecting the correct answer was s1gn1t1cantJ..y larger than 

the percentage ot students selecting the incorrect answer 

(Table XVI) • 

A s1gn1tioantly higher percentage of students 

responded in items 14 and 16 with the incorrect answer 

than with the correct answer. In item l4 a larger per­

centage of students indicated that "virgin wool" was the 

correct answer, whereas "worsted" was the correct response. 

In item 16, a greater percentage of students selected 

"raw silk" as the answer rather than "pure dye silk" which 

was the correct answer. In item 16 it would appear that 

the girls concluded that "raw" means that there is no 

other substance present. 



Table XVI 

Percentage of Students ·' Responses to Four MUltiple-Choice 
~uestions on Interpreting Label Information Concerning Wool and Silk 

... _........ __ .... _______ ...... .__ ......... __._._ ................ .- ... -.-------.------­.• .• 
: Response : 

Q.uestion IV : a : b : o :'. 4 : No 
; - : - : - : - : Answer ----------------------.------ .... ...... -_ ..... ____ .... ___________ ..., ........--~ 

1). Wool fabric ·made from wool fibers which 
have been previously woven into cloth but 
not used by the consumer is called (a)
decated wool. (b) reused wool , (c)
reprocessed wool . (d) worsted. 10.6 12.9 'Jl.:.!* 16.7 2.0 

14. Wool fabric that has been .made from long
wool fibers and is smooth in appearance
ls called (a) wool (b) woolen, 
(o) worsted , (d) vlrgin wool. 5.5 20.2 ~ 41.9 2.0 

l.S. Wool fabrics that are made trom new wool 
fibers are called (a) woolens, (b) worsted, 
(c) virgin wool. (d) gabardine. 17.8 10.~ S4.6 14.9 2.2 

16. Silk that has not been weighted more than 
10-lS~ is known as (a) shantung, (b) raw 
silk, (c) pure dye silk, (d) silk.· 18.6 44.6 15.8 17.2 3.8 

* UBderlintng indicates the correct answ•r. 
~ 
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Discussion of Table XVII 

In item 14, question I X, a significantly higher 

percentage ot students correctly answered the item; how­

ever in a similar item (Table XVI, question IV, item 16) 

a significantly larger percentage of girls responded, 

incorrectly, that unweighted silk is "raw silk" (Table 

XVII). The evidence from these t wo items seems to sug­

gest that the students actually do not know what the terms 

"pure dye silk" or "pure silk" mean. 

There was no significant difference between the 

correct and incorrect responses 1n item 15, indicating 

that the girls do not know what the term "100~ Wool" 

means. 

Do the students have an understanding of the ool 

Products Labeling ot and the Pure Silk Trade Practice 

Rules? Had the students answered the questions complete­

ly at random, the expected score ould have been 2 • .5. 

The students' actual score was 3 • .5, only 1.0 point higher 

than the expected score. The implication is that the 

students do not have a comp~ete understanding of the 

Wool Products Labeling Act or the Pure Silk Trade Practice 

Rules. 
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Table XVII 

Percentage of Students' Responses to 
Three Matching Questions On Interpreting

Label Information Concerning ool and Silk 

-.-----~----- ~..... ..._._ ________ ... ____ ..... __. . . 
: : : No 

Question I X : True : False : Answer ___________ ._. ... __ .... _____ .... ______ ,... __ _
: : t 

14. The term "pure silk" or 
"all silk" on a label means 
that the tabrio has not 
been weighted more than 
10-15~ · 61.0* 34.5-

15. The term ''100 Wool" on a 
label means that the wool 
is new or virgin wool. 50.) 2.0 

16. Any tabric that contains 
wool must be labeled as to 
how muoh wool is in it. 1.5 

* underlining indicates correct answer. 
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.conclusions 

Evidence produced from the tabulation of the exam­

ination seems to indicate the following conclusions: 

1. The more experience girls have in constructing
clothing, the more they understand about 
fabrics. 

2. Girls who purchase their own fabrics without 
help trom anyone have a better understanding
of fabrics than girls who have help with 
their purchases. 

). The type of store in which the fabric tor 
the student's garment is purchased is not 
related to her understanding of fabrics. 

4. Students have a relatively good under­
standing of the fabrics suitable for use in 
some basic garments. 

s. Students generally are able to identify
the characteristics of commonly used 
fabrics. 

6. Students have a fair understanding of the 
types of fabrics that require additional 
yardage for the construction of a garment;
however, they do not understand why extra 
fabric is needed. 

1. Students do not have a comprehensive
understanding of the information that is 
found on yardage labels. Terms related 
to colorfastness and washing are the least 
understood. 

8. Students do not have a complete understand­
ing of the Wool Products Labeling Act or 
the Pure Silk Trade Practice Rules. 

The girls were able to make fairly good scores in 

Judging fabrics. They made the poorest scores in the 

area ot label information. The implication may be that 
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clothing const.ruotion is emphasized more in high school 

home economics classes and label information is incidental. 

?!here were two judgment questions on the examination; in 

one the students were to select 'the "best buy" • and in 

the other they were to indicate the reason tor purchasing 

additional yardage. They were unable to apply the 

knowledge that they had exhibited in answering correctly. 

the true-false questions conoerning the illustrated 

labels to select tbe "best buy". Even tho\lgh .most of the 

girls in all instances indicated correctly the fabrics 

that re.quired additional yardage, they were in most oases 

unable to select the oorreot reasons tor purchasing add1... 

tional yardage. This seems to indicate that the students 

lack the ability to apply their knowledge to solve 

proble.m.s. It is possible that classroom instruction is 

too tar removed trom actual e:xper.ience for ths students 

to draw a logic 1 solution to their problem. Matur1ty is 

probably a taotor in their lack ot ability to solve 

problems. 

The students earned a mean score ot 39.7 on the 

examination. This score is 12.28 points higher than the 

expected score (27.42), which was based on the complete.ly 

random answering of the questions. Should the students 

haV'e received higher scores? Perhaps this is the score 

that oould be expected in a large sampling ot students 

http:complete.ly


69 

ho had not been taught identical sUbject m.atter units in 

fabric purchasing and selection. Probably a subjective 

test over the same material covered in this objective 

test would yield more conclusive evidence as to the 

understanding and knowledge students have of fabrics. 

Of course, the ditt1oult1es in accurately checking a sub• 

jeot1ve test tor such a large group of students would be 

prohibitive. 

There are several possible. reasons why the students 

di.d not make higher scores on the examination. They are: 

1. Textile ins.truotion is 1no.1dental to clothing
construction in high school home economics 
classes .. 

2. Labeling praotioes of the textile industry 
are inconsistent in many instances. 

J. Retail stores are negligent in leaving the 
manufacturer's "hang tag" on the fabrics. 

4. Trade names and finishing terms are too 
numerous to remember or recall easily. 

5. As one teacher oolll.Q1ented, lower I,Q. 's 
could be responsible. 

6. The girls' lack or interest or "Spr1ns
Fever" could be responsible. 

1. In some instances the directions for 
answering the questions on the examination 
may have been difficult to interpret. 
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SUIDIARY 

Numerous new tabrice are appearing on the market 

each season. Many or the old textile "standbys" have 

been modified and modernized. The result is that each 

fabric has its own peculiar advantages and/or limita­

tions depending on either its inherent qualities or 

applied finishes. The consumer faced with the almost in­

finite tiber combinations and finishes available in 

fabrics is presented with a real problem in selecting the 

best fabric tor a specific use. Many questions pass 

through the consumer's mind as she shops 1n the tabric 

department. It the desired information about a fabric 

cannot be supplied by the sales person and/or the label, 

and if an intelligent purchase is to be made, the con­

sumer will need to learn the characteristics of a specific 

fabric from another source. 

Because teen-agers of today are tomorrow's adult 

consumers, it is important to find out if they are ade­

quately prepared to be intelligent textile consumers. 

This study was designed to find out to what degree high 

school girls understand textile terminology, as it is 

related to yard goods, after having taken at least three 

full years of home economics courses in which there were 

units on textiles and clothing construction. Other 
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factors considered in the study were the actual experien­

ces girls have had in sewing in the classroom as well as 

at home, and/or purchasing fabrics. 

The writer has been unable to find any study that 

presents any data relevant to the understanding of 

textiles and textile terminology by high school home 

economics students. This study was planned to determine 

to what extent the advanced homemaking students of 

western Oregon high schools are prepared to purchase and 

use fabrics wisely. 

The writer developed an examination to be used in 

testing advanced high school home economics students in 

order to determine to what degree the students know and 

understand textiles and textile terminology. Through 

the use of this specially designed test an effort was 

made to ascertain the following: 

I. Is there any relationship between the amount of 
clothing construction a student does and her 
total score on the test? 

II. Is there any relationship between who purchases
the fabric a student uses in her garments and 
her total score on the test~ 

III. Is there any relationship between the type or 
store (department, variety, single line, mail 
order catalogue) in which the fabric used in 
the student's garment was purchased and her 
total score on the test? 
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IV. Does the student understand te:a:t1le terminology? 

A. How much of the information found on labels 
does the student understand? 

B. Is the student able to select appropriate
fabrics to be used 1n simple garments? 

c. Is the student abl.e to identit y eomm.only
used fabrics? 

D. Does the student understand the character­
istics of certain fabrics that require 
special consideration when placing a pattern 
on the fabric? 

E. Does the student have an understanding of 
the ~ool Products Labeling Act and the Pure 
Silk Trade Practice Rules? 

In order to develop the examination it was neces­

sary to determine what t1Pes of fabrics were available 

on the retail market. Using Grace Denny's book 1 Fabrics, 

(2) as a reference, a check list of fabrics, fibers, and 

finishes was compiled. 

Then a list ot towns in which to sur-rey the re­

tail market was formulated. Because or the 1mpraotio­

ab111ty of surveying stores in all of Oregon, the survey 

was limited to western Oregon. An effort was made to 

select cities and towns varying in population from small 

to large (689 to 402,000). The geographic distribution 

ot the towns to be included 1n the survey was also 

considered important. A representative grolq) of val.ley 

and coastal towns was selected. 

In the small towns all of the stores that sold 
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yardage wer.e surTeyed; in the three larger cities (Eugene, 

Salem and Portland) only the stores selling 1ardage in the 

central business district were surveyed. Fabric shops,, 

department stores, and variety stores were included, a total 

ot 29 stores in nine shopping areas. The Montgomery Ward 

and Sears and Roebuck oatalogue.s were also surveyed. 

~hen the surTey was taken, a textile term was check­

ed as defined it' t he explanation of the trade name appear­

ed on the label. Trade names that were consistently tound 
I 

to be defined on labels were not used on the examination 

because it seemed unnecessary to expect students to 

memorize t erms that are consistently defined, If the 

definition or explanation ot a term was not on the label 

a notation to that effect was made. Only the textile 

terms used moat frequently in both large and small town 

stores were used as the bases for the examination. 

With the store survey as a guide, an objective 

type test was constructed. An answer sheet was designed 

to ease the marking and recording of the answers as well 

as to el1m1nate the additional expense of having the 

entire examination returned by mail. 

Because the store surT&y was confined to western 

Oregon, the sample group was also limited to high school 

home economics students in western Oregon. The sample 

was further reduced by testing only students who had 
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completed at least three years of high school homemaking. 

One hundred and twenty-six public high schools in 

counties west of the Cascade summit were contacted. A 

hand-typed letter was sent to the homemaking teacher 

explaining the purpose of the study and asking her co­

operation. Out of the 126 teachers contacted, 70 teachers 

replied that they would participate in the study. 

A total or 1,479 examinations were sent to the 70 

cooperating high schools. Within three weeks after the 

tests were mailed , 47 teachers had returned the ans er 

sheets. Twenty-three tollow-QP letters were sent to the 

teachers who had not returned the answer sheets. A final 

count of 63 high schools returned a total of 978 answer 

sheets. 

As the answer sheets were returned, each one was 

numbered to facilitate the job or retracing any possible 

errors made in recording the answers .. The answer sheets 

were corrected and one point subtracted tor each error; 

a perfect score was 74.• with one point allowed tor each 

question. Each ana er as well as the total score as 

written on a large tabulation sheet. 

An analysis ot variance test was u.sed to compare 

the relationship between the student's total test soore 

and the amount of personal sewing done, who purchased 

the fabrics, and the type of store 1n whioh the fabrics 
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were purchased. Tests of signit'icanoe on the individual 

test quest.ions were made by means of the chi-squared test. 

In all oases, the test of s1gn1flcance was based on the 

t1ve per cent level. Assuming that all questions on the 

examination had been answered completely at random. the 

e:J;Peoted score would have been 27 .42. This expected 

score was used as a basis for co~arison with the actual 

score. 

The highest score made by a student was 64, and 

the lowest. score was 6. The m n score for the exa..mina­

tion was )9•. ?0 1 the median score was 39.70;, and the mode 

was 41• One standard deviation was plus or minus ?.6 

points. Only 5.2 per cent of the students received a 

score below the expeoted score of 27.42. 

Girls who sew almost all or most of the1r outer 

gar1'11ents made significantly better scores than the 

students who sew just some or their outer garments . It 

, was also found that girls who eonstruot some outer gar­

Jnents made significantly higher scores than those who 

construct only the garments that are required as class 

work. 

Students who purchase their own fabrics without 

aid made significantly higher scores than those. who 

purchase their fabric with help from. their mothers . 

The test score of the student was not affected by 
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the t1,Pe of store in which the tabrio tor her garment was 

purchased. 

Do students understand the information round on 

labels? Assuming that the questions in this group were 

answered completely at random, the expected score would 

be 1).58. The students• actual score was 15.2, or 1.62 

points higher than the expected score. Tarms related to 

colorfastness and wasb1ng seemed to be the least under­

stood by the students. In comparing the students' 

actual score with the expected score 1t would ~pear that 

the stude·nts do not have a comprehensive understanding of 

the information that is found on labels. 

Are students able to select appropriate fabrics 

tor simple garments? Assuming that the questions were 

ansY1ered completely at random, the expected score for this 

que·stion would be o. ?l. The students earned a score of 

).O, which is 2.29 points higher than the expected score. 

The &Tidence seems to indicate that the students have a 

relatively good understanding of the fabrics that would 

be suitable for use in some basic · garments . 

Are students able to identity commonly used 

fabrics? The expected score tor this category was 6.25. 

The students actually .made a score of 9.6, or J.J5 points 

higher than the expected score. This result would 

indicate that generally the students seem able to identify 
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the characteristics of commonly used fabrics. 

Do students understand the characteristics or cer­

tain fabrics that require special consideration when they 

are laying out the pattern for their garment? The 

students made a score of 8.41 or 4.02 points higher than 

the expected score or 4.)8. This would seem to imply that 

the students have a fair understanding of what types of 

fabrics require extra yardage. However , from the evidence 

on the second part of the question it appears that many 

students do not understand why certain fabrics require 

additional yardage. 

Do the students have an understanding of the Wool 

Products Labeling Act and the Pure Silk Trade Practice 

Rules? The expected score for this gro~ of questions 

was 2.;o. The students' actual score was 3.5, only 1.0 

point higher than the expected score. The implication 

seems to be that the students do not have an understand­

ing of these labeling terms and their meanings . 

Generally students have a better understanding of 

fabrics in regard to their use in the construction or 

garments than of the terms that appear on the labels of 

yard goods. The more experiences girls have with 

selecting fabrics and constructing garmBnts , the more 

they understand about textiles and textile terminology. 
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The results of' the examination should help teachers with 

their plans for oo\U'se work tor their high school home 

economics students 1n relation t ,o the selection, purehase, 

and use or fabrics. 
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RECOIIUENDATIONS 

The tabulated results of this test show that the 

students lack knowledge and understanding of labeling in­

formation . ~urther analyses of the data presented 1n 

this thesis could be done . The analyses could be carried 

one step further to determine which students are making 

the higher scores on the labeling questions . Is it the 

girls who do the most sewing or is it the girls who pur­

chase their own fabrics? Similar analyses could be done 

with the teat scores that pertain to the understanding of 

common fabrics . Which girls are making the higher scores 

in this category--the girls ho do the ost sewing or 

the girls who purchase their own fabrics? 

It specific instruction on fabric selection and 

the interpretation of fabric labels were given to a 

gro~ of advanced high school home economics students 

and then the test used 1n this study administered later 

in the school year , these scores could be compared with 

the scores obtained in the present study . It might also 

be interesting to give the same test to a group of high 

school girls of the same age who had not had any home· 

economics training in high school and compare their 

scores with the scores of the original test group of 

978 students . Because I . Q. is a factor in learning, 
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perhaps in t'tlture testing the I.Q,. 's ot tb.e student.s 

could be compared with their tes~ scores. 

Because the evidence presented by the data 1n this 

study shows that girls who do the most sewing made sig­

n1t1oantly h1ghe.r scores. and g.1rls who purchase their 

own fabrics also .made s1gn1f1cantly higher scores on the 

examination, the writer recommends that high school home 

economics teachers make a special effort to encourage 

their students to do ~ewing other than classroom projects 

and also to purchase their own fabrics for the garments 

they construct. 

Using the results of the data presented, units on 

purchasing and using fabrics could be planned tor 

beginning, intermediate. and advanced high school .home 

economics students. 
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TEXTILE TEST FOR ADVANCED HOMEMAKING STUDENTS 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR TAKING THIS TEST: With this copy
of the test there is a separate answer sheet. As you 
answer a question be sure that you mark the correct item 
on the answer sheet. BE SURE. THAT YOUR ANSWER IS PLACED ON 

-.---~ ­M .ANSWER SHEET . ­
I. How much of your own sewing do ylu do tor yourself?

Place an "~ by the most appropr ate answer ON THE 
ANSWER SHEET. 

a. Al.most all of my outer garments (outer garments
include blouses, dresses, shirts, shorts, pedal
pushers, coats, Jackets, suits, formals,
paJamas, and housecoats}.

b. Most of my outer garments 
c. Some of my outer garments 
d. Only what I .make in school 

II. Who usually decides what fabric will be purchased 
tor your sewing project? Place an "X" by the most 
appropriate answer ON THE ANSWER SHEET. 

a. Only you 
b. You and your mother 
c. Only your mother 
d. Some other person (grandmother, aunt, sister,

etc.) 

IIJ:. Where do you usually purchase the fabric you use 
when you sew? ~lace an "X" by the most appropriate 
answer ON THE ANSWER SHEF.:T. 

a. Store that sells only yardage and notions 
b. Department store 
c. Mail order catalogue 

IV. Multiple-choice : Select the best answer to the 
following statements. Place the letter of your 
answer on the blank beside the number. Remember 
to place your answer ON THE ANSWER SHEET . 

1. "100% Rayon" on a label means that the type of 
rayon in the fabric is (a) acetate , 
(b) acrilan, (c) arnel, (d) viscose .• 
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2. Shrinking of new wool fabrics before sewing
(oan be done at home) is called (a) deoating, 
(b) napping, (o) sponging, (d) retting.

3. A process that preshrinks f'abrio so that t .he 
shrinkase during use is less than l per cent 
ls called (a) Superset, (b) Preshrunk, 
(o) Shrinketlzed, (d) ~antorized. 

4• A cotton tabr1o that is woven in either a 
'wattle design or lengthwise rib is {a) denim, 
(b) dimity, (o) plqut, (d) seersucker. 

5. A fabric that needs little or no ironing is 
(a) dimity. (b) dotted Swiss , (c) Indian 
head, (d) seersucker. 

6. A cotton fabric woven in a twill weave and 
used for sports clothes is (a) corduroy,
(b) denim, (o) sailcloth, (d) terryeloth.

1. A light weight yarn-dyed tabr14 that is most 
often plaid or striped is (a) broadcloth, 
(b) dimity, (c) gingham, (d) percale. 

8. A fabric .made from cotton and coup1one rayon 
will look .like (a) silk taffeta, (b) cotton 
broadcloth, (e) rayon chiffon., \d) silk 
shantung. - · 

9. Mylar is the name of (a) a new fabric,
(b) a metallic thread, (c) a special finish 
tor oottonf (.d) a crease resis.tant tinlsh. 

10 .• Dacron is a) an animal fiber, (b) the name 
of a manufacturer, (o) the name of a drip-dry
finish, (d) a synthetic tiber. 

11. A puckered or crinkled fabric in which the 
"pucker" is woven in .is called (a) embossed 
cotton, (b) plisse, (c) seersucker • 
(d) crinkle-crepe.

12. Dacron is sometimes combined with cotton into 
one fabric (a) to get people to bey the 
material, (b) to lower the cost of the tabrio, 
(c) to improve t·he quality of the fabric,
(d) to raise the oost of the fabric. 

1). Wool fabric made from wool fibers which have 
been previously woven into cloth but not l;lSed 
by the consumer is called (a) deoated wool,
(b) reused wool, {c) reprocessed wool, 
(d) worsted. 

14. Wool fabric that has been made from long wool 
fibers and is smooth in appearance is called 
(a) wool• (b) woolen, (c) worsted, (d) vir.gin
wool .. 
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15. Wool fabrics that are made from new wool 
tibers are called (a) woolens, (b) worsted, 
(c) virgin wool• (d) gabardine.

16. Silk that has not been weighted more than 
. 10•15% is known as (a) shantung, (b) raw 

silk, (o) pure dye silk, {d) silk. 

v. Sally has purchased a pattern for a dress she 
will make in class. On the back of the pattern
envelope it says that extra fabric is required 
tor cutting fabrics or certain types and certain 
designs .. Some of the following fabrics need 
extra yardage and some do not. Place an ttX" 
ON THE ANSWER SHEET in the correct column. 

1. Red corduroy 5. Green velveteen 
2. One-way percale 6. Plaid gingham
) • Blue organdy 7. Either-way broadcloth 
4. Pink Indian head print 

VI. From the following statements select the reason 
that e:q>lains why more yardage 1s required for 
the fabrics listed in question v. Some of the 
reasons may not be used; some may be used more 
than once. Place the letter of the reason on 
the line that matches the tabric.. Place your 
answer ON THE ANSWER SHB!ET. 

1. Red corduroy 5. Green velveteen 
2. One-way percale print 6. Plaid gingham
). Blue organdy 1. Either-way broadcloth 
4, Pink Indian head print 

a. Fabrics with a right and rong side require
additional yardage 

b. Flimsy or light weight fabrics need additional 
yardage so that you can out the pieces one at 
a time 

c. The design or weave ot the fabric needs to be 
.matched 

d. Thick fabrics need more yardage because you
have to out the pieces one at a time 

e. Fabrics which might shrink when washed need 
extra yardage for wide seams and hems 

f. Fabrics having an up and down print must be 
out with the pattern pieces headed in the 
same direction 
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g. Pattern pieoes must be headed in the same 
direction to avoid variations 1n shades or 
color in Sally 's dress 

h, No extra yardage is needed tor cutting out 
Sally's dress 

vn. In Column I is a list of some garments to be made. 
In Column II are so~ suggested fabrics to be 
used. Place the letter of the most suitable 
fabric on the line matching the garment. Some of 
the fabrics will not be used. Be sure you place 
your answer ON THir"ANSWER SHEET . 

Column I: G.ARf..tENT TO BE MADE 

1. A pair of pedal pushers for summer 
2. A durable blouse to wear with gym shorts 
3. A pair of light weight pajamas for summer 

that will require little ironing
4. A fancy waist apron to wear on special

occasions s. A christening dress for an infant girl 

Column II: FABRIC 

a. Batiste 
b. Broadcloth 
c. Chiffon 
d. Organdy 
e. Flisse 
t. Polished cotton 
g , Sailcloth 

VIII. Joan wants to make a summer dress. She has found 
two fabrics that she likes; both are the same 
oolor, same width, and similar in design. She 
cannot decide which one to buy. Below are the 
labels that are on each bolt. Can you help Joan 
deoide? 

(Illustrated labels on page 89). 
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Below are some TRUE•FALSE statements about the two labels 
and their information . Mark the TRUE statements with a
t and the FALSE statements with a o. Place your answers 
ON THE ANSWER SHEET. 

1 . Combed cotton fibers are longer and stronger than 
carded cotton fibers . 

2. Vat-dyed colors are more permanent than any other 
dyes tor cotton. 

) • Preshrunk means that the fabric will not shrink 
when it is washed. 

4. Mercerizing is a process that adds luster and 
strength to cotton. 

5 . "Residual Shrinkage 1%" is a phrase that has 
little or no meaning tor the consumer. 

6 . "Guaranteed Colorfast" means that the colors are 
fast to washing and sunlight.

?. Cay's cotton will be easier to take care of' 
because you do not have to iron them. 

8 . All cotton fabric will wrinkle when worn even 
if they have been treated not to wrinkle. 

9. For the best buy Joan should purchase "Cay's
Cottons." 

10 . For the best bur Joan should purchase "Sun-Time 
Fabrics." 
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IX. TRUE-FALSE: Place a .;. tor TRUE statements and 0 tor 
FALSE statements ON THE ANSWER SHEETS • 

1. Printed fabrics are more colorfast than yarn•
dyed fabrics • 

2. The term "durable glaze" found on a polished 
cotton label means that rhe glaze will remain 
even though the garment is washed. 

). The term "permanent pleats" on a cotton 
fabric means that the pleats will remain 
tor the life ot the garment. 

4.. Dri-don is a Dan River trade name that means 
little or no ironing is needed. 

5. r1nkl-shed is a trade name that means that 
the fabric will not wrinkle . 

6 •. Jersey is a woven fabric •. 
7. Terry cloth looks like a bath towel. 
8. Taffeta can be made from acetate, rayon, or silk. 
9. Corduroy is made of cotton with a pile weave . 

10. Fabrics made from spun rayon are smooth and 
shiny, like satin. 

11. Nylon is a relatively weak fiber. 
12, Linen wrinkles easily unless it has been treated 

to be wrinkle resistant. 
13. Nylon dries quickly and irons easily. 
14.. The term "pure silk" or "all silk" on a label 

msans that the fabric has not been weighted
mDre than 10•15%. 

15. The term "100% ool" on a label means that the 
wool is new or virgin wool . 

16. Any tabric that contains wool must be labeled 
as to how muoh wool is in it. 

x. The following gro~s are made up of phrases that 
appear on labels. Place the letter of the 
definition on the blank by the correct phrase,
The definitions may be used more than once. 
Reme.mber to mark your answer ON THE ANSWER SHEET. 

Group I: TERM ON LABEL DEFINITION 

1. Colorfast 
2. Guaranteed fast color a. Term means fabric 
). Colorfast to washing w11~ be reasonably
4. Vat colors tast color 
5. Vat-dyed b. Term has little 
6. Sunf'ast meaning 
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Group II: TERM ON LABEL 

1. Guaranteed washtast 
2. Machine washable 
). Fully washable 
4.. Pre shrunk s. Sanforized 
6. Shrinke tized 
7. Residual shrinkage 2% 

DEFINITION 

a. Term means that the 
fabric oan be wash­
ed without notice­
able shrinking or 
fading

b. Term means the re­
maining shrinkage
is 2% or less 

c. Term has little 
meaning 
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;a.o Kings Road 
Corvallis, Oregon
February 1. 19.58 

Miss Bertha Kohlhagen
State Supervisor of Home Econo.utios 
103 State Library Building
Salem., Oregon 

Dear Miss Kohlhagen: 

I am ~1t1ng to you in regard to my thesis topic for my
Master of Soienoe degree. Mf title as it now stands is: 
ttA S\U"VST ot Third Year Homemaking Students of Their 
Und,erstand1ng of Textiles and Textile 'I'6r.m1nology Found 
in Retail Yard Goods Outlets.tt I realize that the title 
is somc;~what CW!lbersome at this point and needs ~evision, 
but it explains what I wol.Ud like to d.o. To qualify it 
further I would like to say tp.at I plan to only su;rvey 
western Oreson; and in the schools where tou.r years of 
homemaking are offered, the fourth year girls rather than 
third year stt;tdents would be considered. I .might mention 
also that individual schools are not to be compared. Miss 
DuBois suggested that due to the red tape involved I 
should ·exclude the Portland schools. 

Some questions that I hope to answer through this study 
are: (l) To what extent are Oregon high school students 
adequately prepared to be wise texti~e consumers?, (2) Do 
the students know textile terminology? , (3) Are the 
students able to select a. suitable fabric tor the garment
they wish to oonst:ruot'?, (4) Will students who live nElar 
large markets make higher scores on the exam than students 
who do their shopping in small towns or from. catalogues?,
(;) Will there be any relationship between \he amount of 
home sewing that. the student does and her soo:re on the 
exam?. 

Mf purpose in doing this study is to make the data avail­
able to home ec·onomics teachers so that they may use them 
as a basis tor evaluating their own textiles or consumer 
buying units. 

I would appreoiate any suggestions or opinions that you 
may have to offer. 

Sincerely yours, 

(.Mrs.) GwElndolyn Mitchell 

http:Outlets.tt
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Salem., Oregon 
February 19• 1958 

Mrs. Gwendolyn Mi tohell 
520 Kings Road 
Corvallis, Oregon 

Dear Mrs. Mitchell: 

Miss De1soher and I read with interest your letter out­
lining plans ror your thesis. We believe that such a 
study is neede·d in Oregon and teachers would find the 
data helpful. 

There are very few high schools that offer tour years 
ot homemaking 1n high school, so that the number of 
senior students in homemaking is limited. You may want 
to ·consider third year students in order to have a 
representative groqp~ 

One difficulty homemaking teachers have is that students 
bring fabrics to class which they have not purchased.
We find that they do not know the type of tabrio or the 
cost. We are interested in your prelim.1nary plans and 
1t we can be of further assistance to you as your study 
progresses, will you write us? 

Very truly yours, 

Bertha Koblhagen
State Supervisor
Home Economics Education 
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520 Kings Road 
Corvallis, Oregon 
Karch 4, 1958 

W.ss Bertha Kohlhagen
State S~ery1sor of Home Economics 
103 State Library Building
Salem, Oregon 

Dear iss Kohlhagen: 

I reae1~ed your letter or February 19 and I thank you 
tor yo~ interest in my thesis subjeot1 "The understand­
ing of Textile Terminology by Advanced Homemaking
Students in Western Oregon High Schools.,. 

In order to conduct my SUl'Tey I need to know the names 
or the home economics teachers 1n western Oregon, their 
schools and addresses. Dr . May DuBois mentioned that 
your office has this information and it it is available 
I would sincerely appreciate having a copy as soon as 
possible. 

I lalow that you are very busy planning the Future 
Homemakers' state meeting and I am grateful tor the 
time you are giving me. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs.) Gwendolyn Mitchell 
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520 K1XlgS Road 
Corvallis, Oregon 
March 16• 195! 

Mrs " Mary Jones 
Union High Sehool 
Southdale. Oregon 

Dear Mrs. Jones~ 

I am working on IIJJ'. Master ot sctence Degree in Clothing 
and Textiles at Oregon State College.. In order to write 
my thesis l need your help ·or Miss Bertha Kohlhagen has 
e~ressed an interest in mr study and has supplied the 
list from whioh I received your name. 

The title of my thesis is "The Understanding of Textile 
Termlnol·ogy by Advanced Homemald.ng Students ln Western 
Oregon High Schools." I am preparing ·all examination 
ooverine; the terminology that a consumer enqounters when 
shopping for yardage. The test can be taken in one olass 
period and is to be given to third and/or fourth year
ho.r:D.6.mak1ng students. The tests will be ready for mailing 
by the end of April. Any time be tween then and the end 
of the sohool year that you. fbid conven1,nt ro"r giving
the test wil.l. b6 sat1staoto~1• Enclosed in the packet
with the tests will be a staJ:Qped envelope for you to use 
in returning the an.swe:r sheE.JtS.. 

'l'he purpose tor doing this rtJsearch is to make the l"esults 
available for use as a basis for evaluating or establishing 
cansum.er buying units.. 'l'his study is ~being done in 
o.rder to compare s~hools. The overall scores and item 
analysis o:r the test aria the primary concern of m.v thesis • 
I am not interested in how well your class does in 
relation to classes in other schools. 

I hope that you will be able to tint! ti.lll.e in your busy
schedule to participate in this survey. 

Enclosed is a card that I .would appreciate having
returned to me. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs. } Gwendolyn W. tchell 

http:cansum.er
http:Homemald.ng
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Postcard enclosed 1n letter: 

__ 1. I will participate in the survey. 

__ 2. I cannot participate 1n the survey. 

__ ;. I would like a summary ot the results. 

__ z._. Number of girls 1n 4th year homemaking. 

__ ; • Number ot girls in )rd year homemaking. 

6. Approximate number ot students enrolled 
-- in high school. 

HfSh School 

Address of Sohool 
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5~0 .ICings Road 
Col:V&Uis • Or&·gon
April ~s,. 1958 

Mrs. Mary Jones 
UQion High School 
Southdal.e t Ot"egon 

D$ar Mrs. Jones: 

Enclosed are the tests that will be used to evalu.a'be the 
textile lal.owledge or )rd and z..·th ye~ homemaking students. 
Please give them only to girls who have had at least 
three years or homemaking, (including this year) in which 
the~e were units ot clothing and/or textiles. 

The test is based on a recent survey I .made ot twenty­
nine stores representing nine Oregon cities and two mall 
order catalogues .. Only the most frequently found terms 
and fabrics were used 1n the construction of the examina­
tion questions. The test is diffioult &Ten though only
the moat :frequently used terms are included. This was 
demonstrated by a trial run 1n which the examination was 
taken by sixty-nine high school homemaking students. 
However the test is not intended to be easy~ If everyone
did well on the test, it ould not yield much information. 
It is as important to find out what the girls <lo not know 
ttS 1t is to find out what they do know. This was taken 
into consideration when the test waswritten. Therefore, 
I would be surprised if the girls made what would 
ordinarily be considered a good seore. 

I a.lll enclosing tha key :for your personal information. I 
do not ,ex,peot you to grade t .he tests. You may keep the 
examinations for your own use as I only want the answer 
sheets returned. 

I want to thank you ror your cooperation and help with 
my survey. The summary you nave requested will not be 
ready until mid•sum.mer" At that time I will mail 1t to 
your school address unless .rou reques,t I se.nd 1t to a 
d1ftie:rent address, 

Sincerely yours; 

(Mrs.) Gwendolyn M1tchell 
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS TO TEACHERS: 

.1. The t•st takes approximately thirty minutes to complete.
2. Have your students remove the answer sheet for ease in 

marking their answers. 
) , Please do not answer any questions the students may have 

unless 1t c-oncerns the way in which they are to mark an 
answer. 

4• Only return the answer sheets to me as there is only
enough postage on the enclosed envelope to cover them. 

KEY 

Pf!Se 4:rase 1 Page 2 

I. IX. 
0 l 

~~ 
~i 

v. 
Needs:Does Not :Do Not 
!eira :Need Extra :Know ~~ 

2 
a 

III. 
2 r: f ' o 3 .._. 1 -- 0 ,..r ! .· 

IV. ~r 

13 
14 

5 
16 

D 1 7- x x. 
~2 - Group I 

B 1
lr2 
A"'3fl

Jr-6 f4n r'_9Jr-8 
lr9- Group II. 

c l ra 
~3 
lJ'4 
Ir-5 
0"""'6 
fr-7-
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520 KJ.Ags Road 
Oo~vall1st Oregon 
Kay l9.t 19.58 

Mrs. Mary Jones 
llnion High School 
Soutb.dale, Oregon 

Dear Mrs. Jones; 

This is jUst a brief reminder oone&:.r!'n!ng the textile 
tests I sent you tor your advanced. hom&mak1ng students. 
I r$al1ze that spring is a busy time tor everyone, with 
proms, banquets, and graduation filling the calendar,
however I do need to have the answer sheets return~d as 
soon as possible so that I can finish my tabulations. 

It you are unable to fit the tests into your schedule I 
woUld ~preoiate it 1f you would write me a note to that 
ef'teot .. 

Sincerely yours. 

(Mrs. ) Gwandol.rn Ml.tchell 

http:Gwandol.rn



