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~PHILIP FOSTER HISTORICAL PAPERS : and . FOSTER-PETTYGROVE: STORE BDOKS

SR IR Portland, Oregon . .
a Co ©© « "¢ . February 25, 1972 .-
Mrse, Clyde La Dauis, Pfésigeﬁt ,‘ff B S T
-Genealogical forum of Portland = E

" E]

My Dear Mrs, Davis, -

Here is the list of the first Americans to settle in the Oregon Country.
These names are from the Philip Foster Historical Papers and from .the Foster—~
Pettygrove Store Books. I:have shown where the record showed a (wife and
children) however thers were more. among the settlers, The spelling is as it
appears in the records, ot

There were many names among the papers of the Hudson Bay peoplse, ‘I have
used none., The Lee:party. came west with the Weyth expedition.  They.left from
Independence .April: 24-1834,  With Rev.Lee were Daniel Lee, P,L. Edwards,
Courtney M, Walker and Cyrus Sheperd; in due time they arrived at Fort.Vancouver.¥

Marcus Whitman, his wife Narcissa, Rev. Harry Spalding with wife  Eliza,
Wm. H. Gray, Pat Dolin, and a boy named Miles Goodyear. And in May 1837
additional help for the Lee: Mission by boat areound the Horn, Dr Elijah White
and wife, Alanson Beers and wife, three maiden ladies, Pittman, Downing and
Johnson and W, H, Wilson and in the fall of 1837, coming by the ship "Sumatra"
were Rev, Daniel:lLeslie = wlfe and 3 children, a Miss Nargaret Smlth and
He Ko W, Perklns. - - : .

In 1838 coming overlahd to aid the Whitman Mission were preachers, Eells,
Walker, Asa Smith wlth thelr ‘wives, and in 1839 came Rev. Harvey Clark, Moses
Griffin, and Munger wlth wlves, and on June 1 -1840, arriving on the MLousanne"
Capt. Spalding, were 52 people among whom were 16 children, and preachers,
Waller,- Kane,- Gustavus Hines, L. H. Judson, - J. L. Edwards, - J. P, Richmond
and onse doctor‘I:a>L; Babcqck, -

‘ ’As of June 1st 1840

Adults '“ffCHildrehl__',Hunters from Ft. Hall
Lee Mission a;'”j: 56 " 19 B L :
Whitman Mission " 15 : o
George Abernathy-wlfe 2 R e
Ewing Young -~ -, 1 - .
A, Carmicheal 1
Abel Baker s 1 i n
Jean Gervais 1 "
T. J. Hubard = 1 noot
Eldrudge Trask 1 "
Cabel Williams * 1 "
James Conner 1 "
Wm., Bailey R | "
Josiah whlcomb\;k: A _ "
‘ 83 19 /

There you have 1t, as of June 1st 1840. Lee and whltman MlSSlons total
102 adults and chlldren. There were maybe a feuw more who -deserted ship to stay

in the new country.
3 Yours -very truly, Iz

* Sept. 15th 1834.
P ! - E.L. (Roy) Meyers



. PHILIP FOSTER HISTORICAL. PAPERS .-

1832 John Ball
James M, Bates -

1834 Rev. Jason LEE - *1(599 footnotes)

Rev. Oaniel LEE
Courtney M, Walker
P.L. Edwards
Cyrus Sheperd
Riley Cave
Edward Constable
Abel Baker
Peter Ross
Robert Carnes ..
. Issac Rose I
-John Hinds, e
John Zimmer
John Ward
John' Maxwell -
Samuel Knott
Charles. Schriver-
- Thomas Callaghan.
Robert Evans
Joe Lewis = . .
Mark Head:.
Nick Gan
Alex Wade --
W, Abbott
Marcus Barsley
George Walter
Asa Lay
Joseph Oeluke
Paul Richardson'
Oliver Cross o
~ Jefferson Smith -
‘William' Oempsey
" William Lowell
William Walker
Thomas McCay

1836 Rev., Marcus Whitman -wife Narcissa %2
" Reve Henry Spalding = " Ellza %2 :

Reve. Wm H., Gray -
Pat Oolin
Miles Goodyear

1837 0Or. Elijah White - wife

Alason Beers -n"
Oavid Leslie -n"
W, He Wilson -

He K¢ W, Perkins = "
Miss Pitman  *3
"  Oowning *3
" Johnson %3
" Margaret Smith 3
Ewing Young
1838 Rev, Harvey Clarke - wife
" Littlejohn = wife

" Sidney Smith - wife ©

" Moses Griffin - wife
" Eells - yife
" Walker - wife

3 children

and. FOSTER-PETTYGROVE: STORE: LISTS

1838 Asa Smith - wife
Rev, W, W. Kone = wife
Ashel Munger - wife Sarah
1839 J, H, Es Gray B
1840 Rev, Gustavus Hines - wife = -
“".. L, He Judson- 4 7 w
" J. L. Parrish "
" A. F, Waller "
Joseph Gale: #4 - - T
Joe L. Meek
‘Um Craig’ ‘
" Robt; Newsll™' : "+
-Josiah Whitcomb™ @ -

S G, We Ebberts < T

Joseph Holman * - = -
James Conner

“Lo Cafmichel =~ =«

' Richard MeCroy =@ . =~ =

SSdest T3, M, Shively #5

“"John MeClure “:if:b 0 mts L
A, E, Wilson
Solomon Roberts
Cabel Wilkins
Allan:0avie -

' oowit o UEldgridge Trask Lo

~We" Py Perty . « RTINS
Hamilton Campbell: = .- ' .
George Abernathy ‘= wife .%6
W, We Raymond = wife
.. Or. I, L, Babcock .

»';{:-\~ . George LeBreton T7

" Um' Johnson o
Js. He Frost = m1fe <.
Je He Rlchmond - wlfe'
" Um McCarty e P

1841 Samuel Williams = mlfe

Michael Wren .
T Horatio Nelson Caulder
Henry Buxton.

- Oavid Monroe - mlfe -~ 1child

1842 Nadorum Cramford
Fo Xo Matthew . .
James Force )
Michael Moore )
Richard Williams .
Ralph Wilson
Issiah Kelsey .
Sidney Walker Noss *7
Reuben Lemls o

1843 John Minta ,
Wm J. Garrison
John Gordon Baker - wife - 2child
Hiram Straight
Almoran Hill
Robt’ Shortess
" Henry Sewell .
Andrew Jackson Masters
Um FMausy:- - .

EXRRE P
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PHILIP FOSTER HISTORICAL PAPERS and FUSTER-pETTYGRUVE STURE LISTS
1843 Joseph Hess = wife = 5 children 1843 Sol Roberts
(cont) W. T, Newby = wife (cont) Winten Anderson

James W, Nesmith = wife
Nathan Koontz Sitton
Tom, Brouwn

Richard Hobson

John Burch McClure

J. W, Masters '~

- Wm H, Vaughn

Richard Ekin-

Um Overton

Wm Afthur - wife = 5 children

Samugl Cozine
Thomas Owens
Harry A, Hunt

V. M, Wallace +°
Peter Rock

Francis W, Pettygrove-uife-ichild %8
vPhillp Foster =~ wife = 4 children
" Peter H. Hatch = sife - 1 Chlld "

T. D, Kaiser -~
Loren W. Hastings
James 0'Neil
David Hill

Webley Hauxhurst - wife
John Edmonds

Asa L. Lovejoy *B
. Jacob P, Liese
John Kernman

Wm P. Dougherty
_Osborn Russell

Wm J, Bailey-"~
John E. Long

John Howard
Lindsey Applegate
Jesse Applegate
Ninevih Ford
James M, Bates

Wm A.Mills
Frederick Prigg
Aaron Cook

Henry Foster
Jeffery Broun

WUm C. Remick
Felix Hathaway

P, F. Thompson
Samuel D. Pomeroy
Wm. Brouwn

John P. Brooks
Hugh Burns

John Griffin
George Washington
George McCorkle
John Durn

John Howell
Joseph W, Wood
John McHaley
Joseph Gallon
Those Smith

J. C. Neuwman
Joseph Dickson
John McCadden

“Re Lewis -

Jacob Hawn

" Joseph Math -~

Jeffrey Brown
John Campbell -
Solomon Chase
David Weston'
James Houch
Henry King -

W, C, Remick

" John Cunningham

G. W, Weston

" Charles Roue

John T. Simpson

“ " Charles Hs Eaton -

A. Butler
Walter Pomeroy
Charles Rowe -
Benj. Williams
John Turner
John Edmonds
Charles Bonds
Peter Rock

» Thos ‘McCay ~

George Anderson

Frederick Paul
- Benj. Kelsey

George Crane
James Baker

Capt Tibits
Richard Williams
T. J. Hubbard

S. C. Spence
Neal Osborn
James Wair
George Kirby *9
John Cox

* Footnotes on next page.
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'FOOTNOTES

The 2 Lees wéfe tHe{first to Preach in Oregon.
Mrs, Whitman and Mrs, Spalding first white women’ to ﬁraséltﬁa,RoEkies.
First maiden ladies'to come around Cape Horn in a sailﬁﬁg ghip to Oregon.
Joseph Gale built first sailing ship in Oregon "Star of Oregon.

Je. Mo Shively was naméd first U. 5. Postmaster. '

George Aberhafhy Fifsf Governor "o Provisiond Gov."‘

Sidney walker Moss - flrst Hotel- keeper called "Main St. House"»

Francis u. Pettygrove ‘and Asa L. LoveJoy lald out Portland in 1845,
Pettygrove won the toss of an 1835 penny to name toun.

He built 1st Brick.house in Oregon

1st white child (a girl) was born to Dr. Elijah White and wife in dregon 1838,

1st Flour mill in Oregon bu1lt by Foster and Pomeroy at Oregon Clty for

Dr. John McLoughlln.



BARLOW -TOLL ROAD
- -18486 -1919 -
the
STORY

of

TWO MEN

from

'FORT DEPOSIT®

By E. L. (Roy) Meyers



This narrative is dedicated to the memory of Samucl Kimbrough
Barlow, Philip Fostor, Joocl Palmer, William Rector, and all tho other
men and women of the "Wagon Train Era" with the hope that their. =~
descendants will kesp brightly burning in hearts and minds the
memory of those who mado it possibls by the sacrifices endursd that
we now enjoy our blessings,

Tho information contained in the "Story of Two Men from Fort
Deposit" and a short history of the "Barlow Road" were obtained in part
from the "Philip Foster Historical Papors" rcecently donated by
my wifo, Mary Pearl Meyers, to the "Orcgon Historical Socioty" (she
is a granddaughter of Philip Foster), and from many ycars of
resecarch of other historical records and by personal contacts,

Narrator,
E. Lo (Roy) Meyers

Past Presidant,
Clackamas County Historical Society

Member 1948 Territorial Centennial

Committes

Add. 3006 S.E, Lincoln St,
Portland, Oregon
Telephons 232-4631

er 4B =



—- SAMUEL KIMBROUGH BARLOW =

Born -Nickolas County; Kentucky, December 7, 1795, moved to: -
Bloomington, Indiana, 1818, there he married Susannah'lLee, born .-
March 16, 1791 in South Carolina. With'his wife and children >~ -
(Jane Ellen, John, James, and William) upon-hearing about the .land

of "Milk -and Honey"’ in far away Oreqon Country .they departed.for
Independence, Mo., joined up ‘with a "Wagon Train" and in early May,'
1845, were on the Trail, arrived ‘at the Methodist lesion in-
"The Dalles" 5 months later, T I

‘Sge Barlow and Rector's trip.from:"The Dalles" to Philip: -
Foster's place-and on to Oreqgon City in the following pagés of -
"A Story of. Two Men from fort Deposit", Barlow:settled on a: o
Donation Claim-at what is now the town of Barlow.. Susannah. died’
on December 10, -1852. - He -then married :Elizabeth Shepherd: (born
February 10, 1802, New Jersey) a widow with Four chlldren (Nary
Jane, Nancy, Albert W1lliam), 1n 1854. : .

Soon-after hlS second marriage Barlow and’ wlfe deeded the .
farm at Barlow (639.30. acres) to his eldest.son.William (by his.
first marriage) on October 14, 1854 they ‘then: moved to Canemah
near Oregon Clty. :

Susannah Lee Barlow - dled December 10, 1852
Samuel Kimbrough Barlow - died July 15, 1867
Elizabeth Shepherd .Barlow - died March 16, 1871



== PHILIP FOSTER ==

Born Arygle, Maine, January 29, 1805, son.of William and Lucy
Spencer Foster, married Francis Cummings 1828. A son named James -
William born to this:union May 22, 18293 the mother died in child-
birth. Philip joined Francis William Pettygrove in partnership in
a general store in Calais, [Maine, -On July 9, 1834 he married Mary
Charlotte Pettygrove, a sister of his partner, and the following
children were born: George G., 1835;. Lucy A., 1837;. Francis
William, 1839, and Philip Jr., 1841, P Con g

In early spring-of 1842 after learning‘of the "Great Northwest
Oregon Country" Foster and. Pettygrove families departed for New - -
York City where Pettygrove purchased a supply of goods and-on -
March 10, 1842 embarked on the "Victoria", Capt. John He Spring,. -
for Honolulu via Cape Horn, arr1v1ng on Uctober 19, 1842,

Foster obtalned a supply of merchandlse and wlth Pettygrove
sailed on the "Bark Fama" Capt. Nye, for Oregon City. There they
built stores and-opened for business,May 23, 1843, uwhere Foster's
daughter, Mary Charlotte, was born -March 23, 1844, .He was elected
Treasurer of the Provisional Government in, 1844, -Soon after he-
located on a Donation Claim at what is now Eagle Creek, where
Martha, 1846: Isaac, 1849, Egbert Ney 1850, and Rose, 1853, were
born, ;

Mary Charlotte Foster - died October, 1880
Philip Foster - died March 17, 1884



"TWO MEN FROM FORT DEPOSIT™

Hlstorlans, past and present,'are agreed that the most 1mportant perlod
of Oregon's early history occurred during the years. 1834 to, and 1nclud1ng,
1849, These crucial years of immigration by land and sea of men and women
laid the groundwork which brought abput Territorial status and, a decade
later, Statehood with the signing of the blll by Pr931dent Polk = August 14,
1859 '

Small in’ numbers were those coming by sea in comparison to the migration
overland, Conservative estimates place the total population in the entire
Oregon Country in 1849 at 10,500. Each year the "Covered Wagon Trains" rollsd
westuwgrd; but few were the, records kept of the number of wagons; or the names
of persons. During this perlod (1B43-1B49) history; will, no doubt, record
the 1mm1grat10n of 1845 and the results uhlch folloued as_ of the greatest
importance, - ’

We must not detrict from the high ‘honor and importance of the “Great’
Migration" of 1B43. It was the first to bring wagons through to the great
Northwest, and from this venture came the name, "0ld Oregon Trail™; then
followed the southern route, "Applegate Trall.W S

Samuel Klmbrough Barlou with others in a "Wagon Train" left Independence,
Mo., in May and arrlved ‘at the Methodist Mission at Wascopum (now The Dalles)
in early September 1845, travel-uworn and ragged, Here they learned there _
would be an indefinite delay for the trip down the Columbia by boat or raft°‘"
then, too, the cost of such transportatlon was beyond their ‘means. To stay
longer at the "Mission" where supplies were ‘scarce and prices high" uould
bring disaster. Faging these problems, drastic action was necessary. -

Barlou, Wm, Rector, and a few otHers decided to try to blaze a wagon
road around the south slope of Mt. Hood. In the party of 13 covered wagons
were 19 adults, several children, about 50 head of livestock, and one dog,
They left the "Mission" and worked their way south to what is now Tygh :
Valley. There they made camp.

Barlow and Rector scouted from this camp, laying out a route to the
west., UWhile they were gone, Joel Palmer joined the camp on October 3rd with
23 wagons and 15 families. Barlow and Rector returned to camp on October 4th,
With Palmer and the others, they held a council on future plans. Some'of the
men were sent back to the "Mission" for much-needed supplies. Others were
detailed to work on the trail, .and several were left in camp to protect it
from a surprise attack by “the "Tygh Indians™, who lived in the valley.

The Barlow-Palmer-Rector "Wagon Train", Iike others, left no record
of the number of persons with the train. Of rescord is that it left the
"Tygh Valley" with 36 wagons and an unknown number of oxen, horses, "and
cattle, However, we do knou the names of a few: Barlow and wife, Susanna;
Jane Ellen Barlow; James, John ‘and William Barlow; William Buffum and wifes



Creighton; Farwell; C.Gilmore; Albert ‘Gains and wife and children; Beuben
Gant; Carin Goodrich and family; Gesner; Hood; Henry M. Knightonj Loch;
Powell; Wm. Rector and wife and family; Senters; Smith; Arthur Thompson and
wifes John Bacon, wllllam Berry; Buckley, Jacob Capllnger and ulfe' Taylor,
Joel Palmer; and Presley Welch.

On Uctober"Gth they. broke camp. and after a most hazardous trip passed’
near where the town of Wamic is; thence past the present Klip Creek and on
to White River, over hills on many of which they had to lower the wagons by’
ropes tied to the trees. Tired from the hard labor of the. past two days,
they made camp on a creek now called Barlou Creek.,. v _ _

Uctober 10th, palmer, Barlow and Lock, who had gone on ahead to survey
and blaze a trail, reached the crest of the Cascade Range. They camped for
the night and the next morning ‘commenced climbing Mt. Hood.. Palmer, being
the most hardy, climbed almost to the top, Night was fast approachlng, so
he hurried down to join his companions. They ate a meager supper of’
biscuits, then started back to. the main camp on. Barlow Creek, Jolnlng
others at 11 o'clock that night.

The folloulng mornlng Palmer reported to the others at the camp what
he had seen from his vantage point high up on the mountain. It was decided
they would scout ahead, blazing a trail,  Palmer, with a companion, went
forward for two dayS° the going was gettlng rougher, so they returned to
camp and recommended that the wagons be left behind, that a cabin be erected
in which to store their belongings, and that they proceed on foot and horse-
backe His suggestion was adopted. The cabln was built on Barlow Creek, '
about five miles south of FMte. Hood, when completed they named it "Fort -
Deposit!, '

After further discussion, it was decided that Barlow and Rector would
blaze the trail and go on to Oregon City for help, the otHers to remain in
camp awaiting their return. In the meantlme there was a heavy fall of snow
after the departure of Barlow and Rector, ‘and the s1tuat1on at "Fort Deposit!
was now far from pleasant, '

T
s eL:z.leave Barlou andARector on. thelrloay, and pick up our story‘at>the

Leaving New York City in March 1842 aboard ‘sailing .
bound for the Sandwich Islands, via Cape Horn, ueiZf :;;i;ngtiziz U;Et;rla
Foster, his wife Charlotte and four children, and Francis Pett’ i
his wife and son, Both families were Haine citizens, - FOSt;r's uy?rove,
sister of Pettygrove. After a very rough voyage of nine months the vas @
arrived in Honolulu in December, In April 1843 they boarded th’ "Bey i
with Captain Nye. They brought with them a SUpply of grocerlese‘d ark Fama
and hardware, arriving in what is now St, Helens, They hired ’f ry goods
and transported themselves and supplies to Oregon City, arrlvlig ::r§;WSoats

n

April, They erected a building with living quart
a general store, d €rs upstairs, then opened



on March 23, 1844, a glrl ‘was born to Hrs. Foster named Mary C .3, the
first uhlte girl to be. born in Uregon Clty._ In Junsy phlllp Foster looated
on land at Eagle Creok, built -a log house and moved his wife and flve
children from Oregon City. Shortly afteruard, Pettygrove took up a claim
adJolnlng Foster to the east.. In the summer of 1845 Foster started con=
struction of a grist mill on a creek near his log cabin,

Foster's sons, George, 10, and fFrancis, 6, while playing on the beach
above the mill heard someone oalllng for help. They went to where the call
came from and found two men holding each otHer up, ‘trying to reach the boys,
whom they had seen. The boys were frightened and ran back to the mill and
told their father. ' He ‘left his work and soon found Barlow and’ Rector, very
weak from lack of. food and the' hazardous trip over the mountains.’ Mrse
Foster soon had them on thelr feat and in a feu days they were on thelr uay
to Uregon Clty. A R . -

Upon“arriving at:: the “falls" “and - telllng their story they were: refused
credit at: the ‘American Stores ‘and at the Methodist Store. Dr. John - '
McLoughlin, after hearing the story,- extended credit for the supplies they
needed, With two pack horses they returned to Foster's and after spending
the nlght, started on the return to "Fort Dep031t"

Meantlme, condltlons being what they were, and before the return of
Barlow and Rector with supplles, Palmer, Wm Buffum and sife, with Mrs,
Arthur Thompson, left camp on October 16th on horseback folloulng the blazed
trail for Oregon City. Progress was slow, the weather was bad, Fog and
rain, mixed with snow on the mountain, caused them to lose the blaze at
timess They arrived at Oregon City on October 22nd, Mrs. Buffum and [irs,
Thompson beoame the flrst uomen to arrlve by way of the now famous Barlow
Road, o : » , . '

RS o .- -

‘On October 25th’ there were. only three families still at "Fort Deposit®
the Barlows, Rectors and Caplingers. Rector, with a sick wife, decided to
return to the "fMission" at The Dalles. Upon the return, he was assisted by
Peter ‘Skene Ogden of the Hudson 's"'Bay Coe. with food, and aid in building a
raft to float douwn the Columbla to the Cascades, and from there by rowboat
to Uregon City. ) - :

The Barlows and Capllngers, after great hardship, made it out’ to the
Fosters where they remained for some time. Then on to Oregon City, where
they arrived on Chrlstmas Eve, 1845, Wm," Berry remained alone at "Fort
Deposit" for the’ ‘winter,’ looking after the uagons and other belonglngs uhloh
oould not be moved untll the folloulng year.

Scon'after Barlou's arr1val he went before the Provlslonal Legislature,
told his story of the new immigrant proposed routes He was granted a licenss,
with tolls set at %5 per wagon and 10 cents for loose animals, Early in the
spring Barlow entered into a partnership with Philip Foster for the construc-
tion of the road., Work started at Foster's place and went east toyards Mt.
Hood. UWork was slow; however, they managed to clear a considerable portion
of the road. There were miles of thickets to cut through, swamps to
"corduroy", streams to cross and recross. The Barlow Road, when completed,
would be about 80 miles in length,



The progress made enabled those who left their wagons at "Fort Deposit"
the previous fall to bring them -out in July and August. Work done on thg
road, including that done in August, :snabled a "Wagon Train®" westbound to
use the road, ' The record sths ‘that in October, 146" wagons, 1,500 head of
cattle, horses and mules, ‘and 13 head of sheep arrived ‘at Foster s place.'
Seven wagons came ‘in a llttle 1ater, maklng a tctal cf 153 wagons, m1th 700
adults, -

work contlnued durlng 1847 and by "wagon Traln" tlme in the Fall of
1848, the road was passable in its. entlre length.',A toll gate was built at
a p01nt east of "Zig Zag" about one mile, and a small store was operated to
supply the immigrants. - Barlow and Foster operated the road for several .
years, It was not a success from the money standpoint, - Each year the - road,
had to be cleared bridges rebuilt, washouts filled,  in order to allow the
passing of the "wagon Trains". In the 60's Foster organized the [it. Hood
Wagon Road Co., and built the road from the Barlow road to near the town of
Maupin, - There a ferry was used by some of the immigrants. Others- came by
way of Shearer's Bridge, where there was a crossing. - As the years passed, ', ..
others took over the cperatlon of the Barlow Road, until in 1919 mhen the
State was. deeded the road by the late George .- JOSeph._- cemet

Among the Philip Foster Papers (mhlch have been ccn81dered by many the
finest collection of historiecal documents in private. hands) are many interest-
ing facts concerning the Barlow Read Among them was the only complete record -
of a "Wagon Train", showing the drivers and number of wagons, how much paid,
and in kind. - It was recorded in a small "1845 Counting House Almanac", put
out by L.S. Learned, address unknouwn. e : »

Here is the list as recorded mlth the spelllngs exactly as they : ;
appear in the Almanac. This is the first time they have been published, Lo
fMany prominent names are in the list. Here in Oregon will be found many
descendants of these hardy pioneers, Many today probably do. not know. when or
how their forebears came to the “Great Northwest," . -

Covered magons mlth famllles and llvestock mould assemble early each
spring at Independence, llo.,. and other nearby points, ‘hold meetlngs to slect
captalns, hire guides, adopt travel rules, check equipment all being most .. .
important, for once on the "Trail" with 2,000 miles ahead and no place to
replenish food and other supplies,

- Ty

Of the follom1ng llst of wagon Tralns we: name the Captalns, number of l
wagons and people for the years 1841-1849, Thcse of 1846-49 numbering 1,150
wagons with 5,770 people came in over the Barlow Road to- Fos ter's place- wherex~\
many camped fcr a while, then on to various places in the Willamette Uailey.

Those of 1841-1845 came. down the Columbla River on rafts: or:used.the north
bank because of cattle drlves. ST T T

-10 =



The following is the only complete recorded list (1848) of "Covered Wagons"
coming into Oregon over the "Barlow: Road" to Foster's place. It was in an
. "1845 Counting House Almanac" kept by the toll kseper, and shows date of
month, owner, number of wagons, amount due, and how paid. It was among the
,historical'papers of . Philip Foster now with the Oregon Historical Society.

September 3, 1848

Sept. 4

Sept. 5
Sept. 6

Sept. 7

Oaniel Hathaway
Richard- Cripe.
Benjamin Cripe
Thomas Gates

0. S. Baker_.
Rueben Oickens
W, M, King

Wm. Bronson
Leonard Williamson
Thomas Burbanks
Lovicia Oavis, Widow
P. C. Cline .
Orin Kellogg :
James- Emery |
John Stipp . .
Jno Patterson-
Isaac W. Welch
Christina Cline
John Fraisier
Jaccb L, Miller
Je Miller

Robert ‘Houston
Christian riller
Reuben Pigg - -
James Robinson:
James P. Crooks
E. B. Wilcocks
Chatman Halley
Dann Trullinger
John Ramsey
John. Meeker ..
Andrew Bivens -
Jesse Bellknap
Abiatha: Newton.
John W, Starr
George Bellknap
George W. Bethands
John Catlin. -
John Wells .-
John Lindsey
Buel Griffen
Andrew Hagey

Wm. Armpriest-
M. Hagey o
J. A, OeShaver
John Miller

Ben jamin B, Jackson
Oavid Presley
Benjamin Cleaver
Sanford Stephens

1
2
1
2
1
2
2
2
1
1
2
2
2
1
3
2
2
1
1
1
3
2
2
2
1
3
3
2
2
2
1
7
1
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
2
1%

1
1
1
1
3
5
1

N Nl

Wagon
n
i

Buggy
Wagons
n

cattle
wagon

-11=

$ 5.00 Oue $5.00 Paid

10,00 © .0 9,40 v
5,00 "™ 5,00 #
10,00 *» not Paid
2,50 *® ‘ 2,50 *®
10,00 " . not Paid
10.00 © , not Paid
10,00 v not Paid
5,00.." 5,00 "
5,00 " - 44,95 W
10,00 . " : 4.84 "
10,00 .. 10.00 . "
10,00 »® - left 1 rifle
5,00 " : 5.00 Paid
15,00 . " © 14,00 ¥
10,00 ™ - - 9,68 "
10,00 ® - 10.00 "
5,00 ¢ C 4,95 W
5.00 " ‘ 5,00 "
5,00 % : 5,00 "
15,00 " ] 15,00 %
10,00 » - 10,00 "
10,00 © 10,00 ©
10,00 *® 10.00 ©
5,00 " a 4,95 "
15,00 " 15,00 "
15,00 " 15,00 *
10,00 * . 10,00 *
10,00 " 9,95
10,00 " . 10,00 ™
5,00 " 5,00 "
: .50 3]
10,00 " 7.50 "
5,00 " 5,00 "
5,00 " . 5,00 "
5,00 " - 5,00 ¢
10,00 - 10,00 *©
10.00 " 10,00 ¢
+ 7.50 " , 7.50 *»
7.50 © 5,00 ¥
10,00 " .9.,00 *#
7.50 v. . 7.50 »
5,00 " 5,00 "
5,00 " | 5,00 "
5,00 " 5,00 "
5,00 " 4,84 "
15.00 *© » 12.00 *#
25,00 *© 20,00 v

5,00 " 4,00 ¢



Sept. 15 Peter Hibbard 3 Wagon-14# Powder SO 0. 1,95 Paid
CeP. Chatman v g '1 ‘Blanket' 1 : 2,50 v
Hen Henningen &= - 1 ] : . 54,00 Due . 4,95 ¢
-Buford: Smith 2 oot - Tyery sick
Thomas Oonca ' A IR "Pd, Coat, pants," and shlrt
Stephen McKinney 1 n 5,00 due 4.50 paid
Daniel Simons 1. 0 5,00 " ' .. 5.,00-"
F. Holdridge: 1 ool o 5,000 " . . 5,00 "
Henry Roberts 2 v 7.50 'm0 12,50 ¢
Annon Chambertin 2 LA i 10,00 ™. " 10,00 v
Mathias Sweegh 4 v 22,50 " 22,50 ¢
Thomas Hinds 10" 5 oo-" .. .. 5,00 "
Cushing Hamkins 1 m L TR
Charles Benson 1 o 5 oo » . 3,00 v
John Lane 1 " e Ran like a Turksy
George Irwin. 1 LU : . 5400 M. ! 5,00 ®
Joseph Watt .- 2 no ' 10,00: " v 7 3,12 "
) Wilbern Greenuood 2 M T me 42,500 Mt U 12,50 M
Philip 0jeanphant 1 n < 5,00 " . . 5,00 M
James Valentine 1 L " 5,00 ™ © 5,00 "
John Mone 1 m Paid qu1lt s
James Mone ... - 1 U g 5,00 Ll 4405 W
Christian Emrick 1 i : 5,00 " : ’ 4,50 "
Samuel Welch. .’ 2 " - 10,00 ™ = 1 9:89 "
-~ No Hamlin 1. n : Note 4,00 " % . 1,00 ®
W, Aceotty : 10 horses Order on McKinley
Sept. 19 Steuwart Harman_ 2 Uagons ) 10.00 QOue 9,00 "
© + Um. Burns 23 ' 12,50 * ' - 9,00 *
Isaac Grover- 2 n . 10,00 - ": " 9,05 *©
Andrew Stonts'’ 1% E EEER/ 510 JERR U SEE 5.95 "
John Pervine 4 n - 22,50 ‘v oo 22.50~-"
. . . L) .
Willson Blane 2 w 3 10,00 - 7+ 10,00 ®
W, M, Walker 2 9w ‘- 10,00 " o 10.00 n
" Samuel Spines ° 1 n o 5,00 " . . 5.00 "
Farley Pearce ' 1 L : 5.00 . .- 5‘00 LAY
Simon Marcum 1 noc 8 " 5,00 M e 5.00 n
Sept, 20“ HeVe Holmes - ! 2 "o ' 10,00 - " o o 10.00 "
) Je H, Leuis 1 L B . *
Ira A, Hooker 4 wmi . gglgozbz:;?t?“f 19,95 ©
Isaac Ball 1 Wl ey 5,00 %’  :;* 5.00 "
: Wm, Porter 1. . Paid 1 Quilt'r‘ ’
+- Stephen Porter 1 LU ¢ noanon
We Lo Adams - 1 : nc e e
3. M, Blackab 1 coom e
: . Sam Tucker Y 2 a ‘ o B ;’ " - 1.50 :
Sept. 23 - Jeremish Stephenson 10 5, Og Spread  mo0
’ " Harrison Shall " E AR
y 1 R 5.00 " 0 4,95
James Hendrick 3 o . 15,00 ‘W f o ’ "
Robert Callison 1 5.00- W 1250 n
Harris Rice . 1 o sfgg w o e "
Michael Shelly 2 n v 10.00  |‘| .~ 3.85
S, W, Cannon " ! s s
. . 1 : 500 " - .. 5,00 %
A. K, Bristo. n ‘ » ~ *
. : 1 §.00 - " . 4,84
A. B. Holcomb. 1 " ; e 5,000 ML ‘
Wm. Boman o R
, 1o - Paid 1 Quilt: e
Wme. Delaney . 1 " , :5.00-D o o
We W. Bristoe 4 L ! X 7*U? s 2.00 %
Abel Bussen . ~20.00 "™~ 17,50 0n
; 2 10.00 » 10,00 ©
Clinton Kelly 2 "o 10.00 » 9,50 n
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Sept. 26 D, Minklen 1 Wagon 5,00 Due 4,80 Paid

- A, J. Hide .. . 5,00 v . 1.80 ¢
Isaac Livens 1 n . i 5,00 " . 4,80 ¢

' Solomon Catts 2 n 10,00 " =~ - 10,00 "

Gideon Richardson S - 5,00 "~ 5,00 %

Daniel Huntley 1 " 5.00 " 5.00 ¥

John 8rown - 1w ‘ 5,00 %" .. 5,00 ©

8andany Lawson 1 " Widow - 2,50 v

8enjamin Whitaker 2 " 10,00 10,00 "

Many unable to pay the full amount of toll, gave their note for the balance.
Some paid lgter. Others never paid, and the scraps of paper on which the notes wers
written are among the phlllp Foster Papers., :

There were many in thls 1848 Wagon Train who made: important contributions to
the growth of the "Oregon Country". To name a few picked at random - of Orrin
Kellogg and members of his family, pages could be writtenj Joseph, his son and
- others arrived at-Milwaukie: on Septembser 8th, where they settled on land:joining
Lot Whitcomb, Shortly thereafter, Joseph ‘joined: with Lot'tWhitcomb and William
Torrence and laid out the town of Milwaukie,

: Joseph Kellogg was a millwright. He erected a flour mill and several saw=-
mills, and.then a lumber schooner, In 1850 he built the first steamship, the " Lot
Whitcombe" In the years following, ihe completed the steamer “Senator", and platted
_the touwn of Oswego.,: He was a director of the Willamette Transportation Company.
They built the steamers "Governor Grover". and the "Beaver" He passed away August
7, 1889, . - : v : ST S

What was later.to become an historic event happened while the Orrin Kellogg's
were on the Trail to.Oregon. Upon their arrival at Fort Hall, one of the members
of the Train decided'to go to. California. Pierre 8.7 Cornwall had in his keeping,
from the Masonic Grand Lodge of  [Missouri, a new charter for delivery to Joseph Hull
at Oregon City.: He.intrustéed Orrin Kellogg and Joseph with:the charter, and it is
on record that they dellvered it on- September 11, 1848, :

Another cutstandlng immigrant of this 1848 '"lWagon Traln" was - Cllnton Kelly,
and famlly. He was . a Methodist minister, born in Kentucky on June 15, 1808. He
settled on a claim in East Portland -and for several years was a Circuit Rider for
his Church. He was the father of fifteen children.

w. M. walker, born in Vlrglnla on July 23, 1814, arrlved in thls "Yagon Train"
with wife and child, and-secon after located on a claim in Polk County. He helped to
promote the Peoples Transportation Company, He was Justice: of the Peace in 1849,
and. was elected to the Terrltorlal Leglslature in 1856, ‘ '

» Joel Palmer, who arrlved u1th the "Barlou Train®-in 1845, returned east in

1846 and then came back with his family in 1847. In 1849 he.acted as'.guide for the
Ue Se Army, for the delivery of supplies from Oregon City to Fort Hall. He was
active in road building, platted the town of Dayton in Yamhill County, was Indian
Agent for the Federal Government, took part in the Indian Wars of 1855-56, was elect-
ed to the State Legislature in 1862=64, and was a director in the Oregon City Wool-
en Mills, 8irn in Canada in 1811 - died 1881,

H. M, Knighton, came with 8arlow, arriving in Oregon City in late 1845. There
he built a home, and it was at his house the 1846 Provisional Legislative Assembly
of 16 members held their meetings. He received $2 per day and served as Sergeant-
at-Arms; later he was the second U, Se Marshal, succeeding Joe Meek.
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We have made no attempt to check the trains after 1849, @ 0Of interest to note
is that the "Toll Gate” was moved from plece to place over the 59 years of its
operation. There were many toll keepers, the last one of record was {lollie
(Mitchell) Miller, alive as of this dats, nom in her early 90'5.

Of interest to our readers we list several photos and. a map of the original
Barlom Road. o - . :

Toll Gates were at:

y o

Gate Creek . . 1846~1852

Revanues L ..1853-1865. Lo
Summit House 1865~1870
Two Mile Creek - - . - 1871-1878 .

' Rhododendren oL 1879-1915

oo In 1915 Henry wemme then omned tha road, gave 1t to George W, Joseph mho in
1919  deeded to the'State of Oregon and thus ended the "Barlom Road Era.“ fetn

Governor Abernathy became alarmed upon rece1v1ng many reports from trappers

and others. of the unrest among:.the Indian tribes:along the Trail,. . He' dispatched
the U.S, Marshal, Joe fleek, with a letter to the Prasident in WYashington, request-
ing m111tary aid for the "Wagon Trains".and for the protection of the new settle-
ments in the: Oregon Country. The President- asked, and:resceived, from the Congress
under date of fay 19, 1846, authority to.provide- troops for the establlshment of
forts along the Trail and for the protection of the immigrants. .

The Seeretary of War issued orders to. General Persifor.F, Smith to recruit
men and obtain necessary supplies. :This-he started in 1847. ;Shortly afterwards,
-the Mexican situation interrupted the plans.for the movement westward of. the

" "Mounted Rifles®,. It.was.pot until May, of 1849 that the. start was made. General

‘Smith went by sea for the West Coast, leaving.Colonel . W, Loring in command of
600 soldiers, 160 wagons, 1200 head of horses,. mules, and.guides. .In;the weeks-
ahead troubles befell the expedition - desertions, breakdown of equ1pment feed
shortage and:then cholera. Several months: later, upon their arrival in-The Dalles,
the troops were nearly barefoot. The supplies' of:15 wagons sent from.Oregon Clty
reached Fort Hall too.late for the leles, they hav1ng departed earller. I

After a rest at The Dalles, some of the troops were sent domn the Columbla
to Fort Vancouver. Many were drowned. ! Others of the Rifles were left.at.The Dalles.
The rest were ordered to travel over the new Barlow- Road, : It was now October, :and
heavy  snows made -travel‘hazardous. MNear flt. Hood- wagons broke down, horses and mules
gave out for lack of feed, and finally orders were :given: to ‘abandon everything and
head for Foster's place. After arriving there and resting a few days, they pro-

ceeded onh to report to Governor Abernathy. Soon after, there were . more- desertlons
for the gold flelds. S ;

IR



The '"Barlow Road" began operation in 1846 and during the following
73 years many thousands of "Covered Wagons® traveled the route, Barlow
and Foster owned and managed it through 1851, then Hall Bros, 1852-55; from
then on many new owners tried and found it a losing proposition. Foster
again took over in 1860-65, Excessive maintenance costs more than used up
gross receipts, Many using the road would drive around the "Gate' without
paying. We quote examples:

Toll Gate - May 18, 1864

fir, Foster: There is great trouble in collecting toll from travel
east of mountains. Men coming in complain very hard of the mud
holes on the summit. I am nearly out of provisions, I am well
with exception of a powerful weakness.

No more at present,

Yours, Thos. H. Bell

May 19, 1864

James Winson drove around gate and threw down the gate and fence
after being forbid, he had 100 head of cattle, 5 riding horses
and 2 pack horses,

T. H. B.

(lay 20, 1864

Carter and Hastings the man with the heart brand drove around
with 150 head cattle without coming to the "Gate".

T. H. B.

In the 1850's -~ 1860's hundreds of head of cattle, horses, and sheep
were lost on the "Trail®™., 1In Foster's correspondence were countless letters

and memo's like:

Lost between Snake River and Philip Fosters, 20 head cattle
branded "C--5" on left hip, I hereby agree that Philip Foster
shall have one-half of the above cattle that he recovers and
drives to his place and keeping them until they are fit to

move,

Signed Oct. 3, 1853
William Waldo

Salem, Oregon Territory

_1‘5...

—
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Samuel K. Barlow
1795 - 1867

ORIGINAL BARLOW ROAD BUILT IN 1846

By Barlow and Foster Partners
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BARLOW-FOSTER TOLL GATE - RHODODENDRON 1885

TRNEST SEVERS WITH OX TEAM -~ he had Squatters rights on the Rhododendron property.
SAM BACON, MRS SARAH BACON, and ADAM KOTYMAN with horse team. Mrs. BACON still living
at Bull Run in 1938.

Sheep Herder on horse.

w. 37 -



On October 20th, 1843, this order to Philip Foster:

"The bearer of this,. Mr..Philip Foster, is hereby authorized

and empowered to take up and retain for the United States, all

the public animals, whether horses, oxen or mules that may have
strayed or otherwise escaped from the possession of the Government.®

;QUarter flasters Office D. M, Frost
Oregon City, Oregon Territory Lt. Mounted Rifles
October 20, 1849

Later in 1850 -~ this hemo{

Sold to a fir. D. Mackey, all the wagons in the Cascade [Mountains,
which may be there after; this date. ’

. Oregon City .. Francis K. Ruésell
September 10, 1850 1st. Lt., Act. R, G. M.

However, between these dates Foster had brought out most of the equipment
which could be moved. He was paid $5 per wagon, so that the wagons sold to
Mackay were those disabled. . The entire venture of the "Mounted Rifles® was
far from a success, or of any aid to the immigrants. Some of the Rifles
later were used to some extent in the Indian War of 1855 - 56 by Governor
Curry.

Many years have passed since the memorable Barlow-Palmer-Rector party were
first to find an easier. route to the great:Oregon Country. The great wilder-
ness, unseen and untraveled by. white men since the beginning of time, was now
conquered and in years ahead was to provide the new generations with homes,
resorts, and a winter playground. It is to wonder just what would the hardy
pioneers of the Wagon Train era think today., Perhaps they might remark, "Ue
are happy to have contributed to the happiness of those who follow in the
years to come,” We, who have followed, ocwe a debt toc those of more than a
century ago, that can never be paid.,
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COVERED WAGON TRAINS

Year 1841 No. Wagons 26 ~ Capt. Joseph Meek  No. Adults 111
n 1842 o 300 - L.4. Hastings o ' 113
" 1843 L /300 Peter H, Burnett " . 999
" 1846 M ~ " 98 ' - Cornelius' Gilham =~ =~ " - ' 540
noo1844 0 - ® © 62 - Nathan Ford oMottt 310
" 1844 ‘w70 Meyer Thorp . "™ 7 260
noo9845 - M 40 ¢ Samuel Brown (R 165
" n "o 30 Lawrence Hall n 200
neo o " - 40 " Samuel Hancock " 235
n weo L 52 % - 'Aberham Hackelman " 350
i " i 61 - W, G. TeVault " 390
" " # 66 Solomon Tethrow i 425
" 184Buia Barlew Frail 100 Newton Smith L L 614
3 " f 46 Stephen Meek = L 152
" 1847 " 128 Joel Palmer . ... 1760
" LI 23 " Herman A. Johpson’ " . 136
" " " 54 ‘Nathaniel Bowman L 270
" " " 45 Albert Davidson " 185
L ,100 - ‘Wiley Chapman " 505
" =. e 947 Lot Whitcomb . 726
" " i 20 James Scott n 90
" " . w80 _ David Davis S 342
" " L 190 ‘Samuel Welch .~ w7 900
n wooo w56 W. B Walker ‘" @ - 265
" 1849 w165 Joel Palmer *.~ 7~ w825

2009 - - nocldeoon o, - . 9868

T IO . s o RO T P R EESRR
. Note: The Wagon trains 1846 to and including: 1849 came in over the
Barlow Road to Foster and totaled 1046, with'5770 emigrants.

T
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Amended and Enlarged

Issue

of

THEY CALLED

IT
JACK-KNIFE

History of Eagle Creek Community
and

School District No. 17

Date - 1961



In" Memory

of

PHILIP FOSTER,

Pioneer

""Organized First Public School in Eagle Creek"



INTRODUCTION
This narration sketching the very beginning and early history of
Eagle Cresk Community and School District #17 is recorded to keep alive
a priceless heritage, bequeathed by the pioneer men and women who braved
the perils of the early day West, so that future generations might enjoy

to the fullest those things which they dreamed of,

Upon completing my term as President of the Clackamas County
Historical Society in 1958, numerous requests were received to talk on
Oregon History from Clubs and Historical groups, and in addition our
local paper The Clackamas County News at Estacada ask that some stories

be written, This was done and they were published, and are reprinted
herewith,

Our thanks to the following qe;ghbors for the loan of the early
bhotos} the Heﬁry Sutérs, firs. Néud Bﬁrﬁétt ;nd Mrs, Dora Brackett, many =
years have‘passed since they ware first taken therefore not all can
be identified, né douﬁt maﬁy 6% our feaders can recognize those not

named.

The years that have passed have added value to the treasures
they left behind. The writer's hope is that the spirit of the pioneers
will inspire and guide those of this dayj if so, the heartaches and
sufferings they endured will not have been in vain,
Bys
Ee Lo (Roy) Meyers
Pe 0. Box 37

Eagle Creek, Oregon

NOTE: All data in the following pages except page ONE
from the Philip Foster Historical Papers.
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Chapter I,

The history of School District 717 is a history of earliest Oregon, and
without a brief statement of historical facts about the very beginning of
- our State this story would be incomplete., "Public school was taught here at
Eagle Cresek before .Oregon became a Terr1tory in 1849.f :

1765 .~ First use of the name . "Oregon" (or Ouragon) was by. Major Robt. Roberts,
in a petition to King George 111,, a- request to explore terr1tory in .
sgarch of a Northuwest Passage. : ‘ :

1778_- Capt. James Cook, first Englishman to visit Oregon Coast.

1792 - Capt. Robt, Gray;'American, enters Columbia~river, giving it his ship's
name, ) : T . X . . i

.1805 = Lewis and Clark reached the Pacific Ocean Novamber 7th.v

18&1 - Astor Expedltlon bu1lds fort at mouth of Columbla;l
1813t- Astorla becomes Fort George under the 8r1tlsh.k

1818 - Astoria agarn under U. Se Flag, by treaty mlth_Great 8ritain.,
C 1825 - Fort Uancouver founded by Hudson s Bay Co.

1826 A'Hudson s Bay Co. establlshed at what-is now Oregon City.

‘

1834 - Jason lLee fMission establlshed near Salem.

.....

1836 = whltman and Spauldlng M1331on establlshedL

1843 ~ Flrst Covered Magon came mestmard From Fort Hall called "Great [ligra=-
“tions'.
May 2 - Champoeg meeting beginning of pre-terrltorlal government.
July 5 = First four counties established - Clackamas, Champoeg
(nom Marlon), Tualatln (nom Mashlngton), and Yamhlll. ~ X

1845 -~ George Abernathy takes offlce as first pre-terrltorlal governor.
1848 - Oregon voted by Congress a Terr1tory - date August 13th.

1849 -'Narch 3 - Joseph Lane flrst Terr1tor1al Governor, Oregon Clty the
Capitol,

1859 ~ February 14 - Oregon admitted to'statehood, Salem the Capitol.
' flarch 3 - John Whitacker becomes first State Governor.

State 8ird - Meadowlark
State Flower -~ Oregon Grape ..
Nicknamg - 8eaver State,.
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Chapter II.

 “Genealoqy of Philip Foster®

The name "Foster" is derived from a word meaning a watcher over the forests. It
began with Anarcher Great Forester of Flanders.  He died in 837. His son, Balduwin I,
married Princess Judith, daughter of Charles, King of Ffrance. ‘His 'sony; Baldwin II,
married Princess Afrith, daughter of Alfred the Great, King of England, and his son,
Baldwin III, married Countess of Luxembourg; and his son, Baldwin 1V, married Prin-
cess Adels, daughter of Robert, King-of France. . Next in line .were ‘Sir.Richard, Sir
Hugo, and Sir Reginald, who migrated to England .in the .ysear 1100,

Sir Reginald Foster lived in Essex, England, ~In 1634 the. good ship "Hercules",
with John Kiddey as Master, left London March 24th - South Hampton April 13th, bound
for Boston with 12 passengers,.among whom were the first two members:of the Foster
family, Thomas and William Foster from Ipswich, County Sufforth,

In 1635 the "Elizabeth" of:London, Wm. Stagg, Master,-left.in -April and arrived
in Boston in midsummer. Among her passengers wers Patience Foster, age 40, and
Hopestill Foster, age 14. “This same year the MAbigail™ of ‘'London, R, Hackwell,
Master, sailed from Plymouth August 1st and arrived at Boston October 8th with small-
pox on board, and among the passengers were . Mrs. Frances Foster, age 25, Rebecca S,
Nathaniel 2, Joseph 1, and Alice Stevens 22 (a sister of Frances Foster) with her
brother, Thos, Stevens, 12, N eno oo v -

Reginald Foster landed in Ipswich, Massachusetts, in.1638 with: five sons and
two daughters. One branch of the Fosters moved to Maine, the other to New York State.
It was from the Maine branch that Philip Foster descended, his birth being January 29,
1805, at Augusta, the first born of Wm, and Lucy (Spencer) Foster.

Philip married Fannie Cummings and to this union was born a son named James .
in 18293 the mother passed away shortly thereafter. Philip then married Mary
Charlotte Pettygrove of Baileyville, Maine, in 1834 (she was a sister of Francis W.
Pettygrove, one of the founders of Portland, -Oregon, and Port :Townsend, Washington).
To this union were born four children in Maine - George, 1835; Lucy,:1837; Francis.
1839; and Philip, 1841, = = o o R : - SRS

James W, Foster came west via'boat to San Francisco.in.1850 and later to his
father's home in Eagle Creek. He located in what is now Walla Walla in 1856.

Philip Foster and Francis W. Pettygrove were in the lumber and store business
in Bangor and Calais, Maine, and in 1842 decided to go to the -Oregon Country.. They
disposed of their property and went to New York City, where thay pruchased such
things as they needed, and sailed on the "Victoria® in March.via Cape-Horn. . They
arrived in the Sandwich Islands seven months later. wm

They stayed there until early speing 1843; then, after purchasing additional
groceries, hardware, and-other supplies they engaged-passags with'Capt. Nye, Mastsr
of the "Bark Fama", and set sail for the Columbia river, destination Oregon Citye.
With them were Peter H. Hatch, wife and child, and Nathan P, Mack. Arriving at what
is now St. Helens in early April, there they engaged some Indians with their canoes
to transport them to Oregon City. Shortly after their arrival they built a three-
story building, with store space on the ground floor, and on May 26, 1843, Foster and
Pettygrove were ready for business,
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Cha_E}er III. . g T b
_ -Some - 1dsa of mhat ths young c1ty of - Uregon Clty looked 11ks can bs best under-
stood from a copy of a letter sent to E, and H. Grimes,  Honolulu, by Philip ‘Foster
dated Dec. 1st, 1843:
Gl coo A ToL e Touan A s L nmans s otne il )lamette Falls
- "Messrs E, and H,. Grimes,' Do R A SR S L

P - : v . . .
oo R . S s [ N

.hGents:»~.-r¢,‘ B N P T T

“Having an opperturinty to convey a letter to you I improve it with pleasure,
it is a gsnsral time of health in this place. Mrs, Foster has, recovered her
;hsalth vsry much. We havs sverythlng as convsnlsnt in th1s country as in any o
1nsw country 1 uas. sver in, Quite a eity ‘has’ bssn built up “here. mlthln one ysar;
“We have, somsthlng ‘like seventy flvs bu1ld1ngs in this place, and psopls are
still golng ahead, we shall in a short time go ahead of Honolulu.

"Emmigration is growing in Oregon fast, I should think between six and twelve
hundred souls have arrived here this-fall, and it is supposed that twelve
hundred will arrlvs next year., I have built me. a good. thrss story. house. since
we arrived hers, “the lowsr story is flnlshsd 1nto a stors, .1 am situated in a .

~ business part of town Opposlte the fsrry, mhlch will become valuable land,
%Property has risen 300 percent. in the town within .eight. months and I have taksn

_care to shars some in the spsculatlon., Some considsrabls cash is now- coming .
‘into the country ahd 1f I could. have a good. stock of" goods 1 could do.a good
business, hides are gsttlng to b more plantyful here than usual, some beaver
and otter can be had, by trading for but it wants.Indian trade for that-which
1cons1sts of blanksts, beads, knives, pomdsr, lsad handksrchlsfs, cheap calico .
and mustard seed, red beads, and othsr colors are fine for working moccolns.\.I

' hops you will send me all I have. ssnt ‘to.. you for. in ‘my. othsr letter and snlargs
the’ amounts to double, ‘such as. axes of a good quallty and various kinds.of othsr
tools, I 'should like a large . quant1ty of sugar and molasses, say 3, tons, sugar "
-“and twenty five bbls, molasses, the sugar I should like to have put- in casks, o
if you should not have the sugar and molasses please see ‘Doct Wood and pay to
him I shddld like for him to send the sugar and molasses as I had a talk with

‘" him before I left there. If you please you may send me a. gensral assortment . of
goods to the amount of three or four ‘thousand. dollars as I.am. sure that.I can.
sell that amount in one yeéar and get my pay and make remittante twice 1n that
‘time to you. "Please.send me a good quantity of boots and shoes of all sizes, o
also a good guantity of nalls, glass, butts and screws, door latches, locks for

' doors, white lead oil, .a few pa1nt brushss and some pints-of torpsntlns and a.

' little varnlsh will be salsabls"a proper proportion. of sh1ngls ‘nails.to go ‘with
the ‘larger sizes, I hope you will do the best you can in gettlng'contracts for
different kinds of lumber and house frames, mast spars, shingles. I have salt
on hand and can put up_as many salmon as you think you can dispose. of in the

~ Islands, - Perhaps ‘you had better .contract for one ‘hundred bbls. at least, and
send me word, Goods are gettlng vsry scarce here, send me.the. goods the Flrst
oppsrtunity which will be by Capt. Sylvester. I last summer . sent to Msssrs.'
Thompson and Fairweather one of Rev. Jason Lee's drafts for one hundred and
fifty dollars on New York and was very busy at the time and neglected to indorse
the draft; if so Mir, Les says he will make it satisfactory with them at his
arrival, please mention it to them, they can have it arranged.

Very Rept, yours,

Pe Fom
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Philip Foster, in addition to gperating a store with Pettygrove, entered into
a contract.with Walter Pomeroy and they in turn contracted with Dr. John Mcloughlin
and built the first flour mill for Dr. MclLoughlin in what is now the State of Oregqon.
The mill was near the Falls at Oregon City. ODuring this same period he also built
homes for Dr. J. E. Long and. A. E. Wilson, and several others, " C s

Perhaps the most important business in the new Orsgon Country at this period was
the raising of- cattle, sheep and horses. On August 3rd, 1843, there was organized
the "Willamette Cattle Company", with a capital of 6,745. The incorporators were:

Fo. W. Pettygrove, I. L. Babcock, John Koman, Jacob P. Leiss, Philip Foster, and
Dr. John Mcloughlin, Philip Foster was named agent for the Company. .They started
business with 575 head of cattle, 20 horses, and 535 head of sheep.

Philip Foster was the first individual to process and ship salt salmon and peas
in barrels, and also shake shingles from the Willamette river. Shipments were made
to E. and H. Grimes, Honolulu, Oahu, on October 25, 1843 and July 12, 1844, on the
"Brig Pallas", Capt. A. Sylvester, and the "Brig Chenamus", same Capt. Sylvester.

Chapter Iv. | -

While building the flour mill Philip Foster learned from.an Indian about some
good land about 14 miles east of Oregon City., On his. second trip he found the place
described by the friendly Indian; staking out some 800 acres,.he returned to the job
of completing the mill. Then in early 1844, with a few men hired to help, he re-—
turned to his new-found land and started building a big log house, which was located
about 150 feet from the present marker about Barlow and Foster. R v

Ouring this year he was elected by a vote of the people to the office of Treas-
urer of the Provisional Government of Oregon, what at that time embraced all of what
is nouw Washington, Idaho, and part of flontana and Yyoming, Late‘that, summer he moved
his family to the new home. With his wife were five children, a girl having been
born, named Mary, on March 23, 1844, the first white girl born in Oregon City. The
following children were born at Eagle Creek in the log house: Martha, 1846; Isaac,
1849; Egbert, 1850; and Rose, 1853, R o ‘

After getting settleﬁ in the new home he received his share of ééttle,'horses
and sheep from the Willamette Cattle Company. "Shortly thereafter the fruit seeds
brought f?om Maine in 1842 'were planted‘and‘aphsu_hursery started. Needing a method
for grinding grain for his livestock, he began the construction of. a grist mill on
the creek near his log cabin. The mill was just under’ the.hill near.the present
Henry Su?er home. At that:'time, howsver, Francis U; Pettygrove owned the ‘property.
ge jild.lt to ?ames We Foster, and a few years later he.sold’to_Richard and‘Mafgéret
ngooiyéisi:gctf‘uas the Brad;ey's who donated thekp€g§eht-schoo;'gprhds.to the

ODuring the period 1845 - 1850 several families' lo ) néor and ‘0ining
: , cated near and adjoining.
gg:;gr:s - agoggdthegm'Petep H. Hatch; John P, Glover; Church'S;'Reed's;JFofrester'Ss
y'ss an ndersby's, A feuw years later cama the Hol s, ! J
Douglas', Smith's, Bell's, and others. . Hhe fowlettls, dohnsen 51,3008
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~-Chapter V. .

In the foregoing chapters certain historical facts have been related in order
to bring to mind the importance of the community we live in. Eagle Creek derived
its name from the fact that in early days great numbers of eagles had their nesting
seasons on the cresk just south of our Post Office and in 1867, to make the name
official, the U. S, Postmaster General appointed Philip Foster its first Postmaster
at §12 per month. We now return to the year 1848, Uith five families and 17
children in this little settlement, the need for schooling was of the utmost impor-
tance, After a meeting of the heads of these families it was decided to employ a
teacher who would live among them, teaching the chlldren, and ‘a young lady named
Rebecca Denny was employed.- ‘

This arrangement provided for two months in sach of the years 1848 ~ 1849, In
1850 Foster and his neighbors petitioned the "Probate Court" for a public school
and on October 8, 1850,:came a letter stating:

"Oregon City - Oct., 8 = 1850

"Messrs. Foster, Church, Glover, Forreoter and ether 01t12ens of the within
"2 ' ‘prescribed-districty AR o

"I herswith transmlt to you a copy of the Limits of your Schoel Dlstrlct
‘*as approved by the Hon. Probata Court for Clackamas County.

'"phllrg‘Foster Dlstrict"

Ipo. 17 Bounds, commencing at the mouth of Pottery Cresek (1 8., the little
creek below Richardson's Pottery), run up said creek to the east
line of Cason District, thence northward to a point on Big Sandy
five miles from its mouth, thence up said stream to its source,
thence east to the summit of the Cascade Mountains, thence along
their summit southward to the north line of the Currin District,

" thence west to the head of Eagle Creek, thence down said stream
... tp its mouth, thence down the main channel of the Clackamas River
to the mouth of Pottery Creek, the point of departure.

"approved as above.

"Attest - F. S. Holland,
Clerk of Probate"

Upon recelpt of the foregoing and instructions from. George He Atkinson, School
g we find the following:

Comm1831oner’
"Clackamas. County Oregon Territory

"NOV- 1 - 1850

wpyrsuant to an notice posted up in three publlc places in district #17
"egalled uphilip Foster School District! the citizens of the above dis-
tpict met at the home of "J. P. Glover, Joseph Church being cald to the

chair, Pe ‘Foster was chosen secretary. 0On motion, Philip Foster, John P.
Glouer,. “and ‘Joseph Church was’ chasen school directors for the above dis-
.trlct” The directors then chose P, Foster, Clerk and Treasurer of said
‘ district. The School dlStrlCt officers then took the oath of offlce
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before Philip Foster, Clerk. The business being through with, the
meeting was adjourned until the first Firday of November, 1851.

‘Joseph Church ~ Chairman
Philip Foster - Clerk.

2

.. No. of Schollars in Oistrict #17:

: Endersbyi

Philip Foster , 6 , 3 .
Joseph Church -~ 5 : Lance .
John P, Glover 6 T. Forrester 1
Ooct. Reed 5 Richey 1
o : .\ 28

tAptest'”P.'Fdsteg,'Clefk""

Chapter VI.

On Oecember 5, 1850 the school directoré held abmeétiﬁg~atf35hﬁ.b. Glover's
and the record follous: '

"Oec, 5 =~ 1850 - Joseph Church, Philip Foster and John..P, Glover, School
Directors, met at Glover's house and agreed to put up a frame school house
after the following fashion. and terms, house to be 16 ft, by 20 ft. Joseph
Church to take charge of the business at {2.50 per day, the other citizens
having, the privelege.to work on school at the same price, - said Church to
give notice when he is ready to commence work, T ‘

P..Fostér"

On back bf the above'hotice was a\hemo;stétiﬁgv"laborfand'othar materials
$191.31" and below that a further notation, "lumber $32.12", making the total cost
of Eagle Creek's first-public school §223.43,  The lumber came from the Eagle mills

operated by Egbert Olcott, The mill was on Eagle Creek near where "Bonnie Lure
Park" is located, ;

. 41 = Scantling 10 ft. long 3 x 4 - 410 ft,

. Ceiling 500 ft,

1-1/2 inch boards 440 ft,

8 joists 16' ft, long 3 x B8:. . 256 ft,
?‘6‘0-6- n

1606 ft. at $20 per M - Total $32.12-

The ?ecord shows the school Board had a shortage of money inasmuch as the bill
uasknot paid until February 4, 1853, for which a receipt was signed by E. Olcott.

From the foregoing record it would appear that no time was lost in building the
school house. Just how many of the 28 children hetwsen 4 and 21 years attended is
not of record. On March 15, 1851, are receipts for $56.05 given by A, I. Sturtevant,
Teacher, to Philip Foster, for teaching; it reads, "To 590 days tuiton &.09-19/39 per
day 956.05". From this it would appear that each child was called a school day, SO
if for 60 days it would indicate a total of 10 children attended classes, From
receipts of later periods the teachers received 525 to $30 pef month,



On May 22, 1852, Samuel Cranston signed a receipt for $88 for teaching 1 quarter
school, and the school census showed the followlng famllles 11v1ng 1n the district
and the number of children: : S

e . soa

F. Jdohnson .. "= o L1>‘

J. P. Glover‘ 5

J. Church & ‘Wm.: Johnson 3

P. Foster 6 Wm, Hedges 4

T. Forrester 1 F. W. Pettygrove ~ 3
" Wm. Endersby -3 B, Oleott -~ - =~ . _2

Wm,: Howlett -3 S . 35"

yiAttest, Philip Foster, Clerk

On January 27, 1853, E. E. Pearson gave Philip Foster a receipt for 447 67 for
teachlng 1 quarter. On September 11, 1854 the boundaries of .the dlstrlct were.
revised and the name changed from the "Foster School DlStrlCt" to "School Dlstrlct
AR :

[

T

- ;i ' o " e':i:EbtheerIiJ
o WSchool Supt, Office -
) o:egbn_city - Septa;ﬁj.év18§4{
"To: P, Foster, Esq. | ‘
"Sir:

"You are hereby notified that I have formed a school district,
numbered and bounded as follows. No. 17, bounded to-wit: ' Beginning at the
Ne. W, corner of P, Foster's claim, thence to J. P, Glover's S. W. corner
thence on the line dividing Joseph Church.and said Glover's land claim to the
Township line, thence north 4 miles, thence sast & mlles, thence south 5 miles,
.. thence to place of beginning. And you are hereby directed to notlfy the other
inhabitants of the District of the time and place of the first district meet-—
ing, which tlme and place you will fix by notice and which shall be posted up
in three public places in the dlstrlct, at least ten days prev1ous to tlme of
.. meeting, )

\‘“Sighedf'

WL, F. Cartee
Sch. Supt.®

The reason for changing the boundaries of the District was that at the recent
session of the Territorial Legislature a bill was passed for an act creating the
' county of Multnomah out of Clackamas and Washington counties. A considerable por-
tion of School Dlstrict 17 had been 'in what was nou created as. Nultnomah County.
The law was passed on December 22, 1854,

»

Following the receipt of directions from the Superintendent of Schools, notices
wvere posted and a meeting held as follows:
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Oct. 30 - 1854

. WA Meeting pursuant to three notices posted .up ten days previous to the
above date, Proceedings as follows: James (i, Brown and Joseph Jones duly
chosen a Board of School Directors of School District M7, . Philip Foster
was chosen clerk and treasurer the ensuing year. :

"44 Schollars.”

The 1854 term under the new directors and revised district area ended on May 11th
1855. The teacher, James G. Wood, signed a receipt for $120 for the six-month term.

" Chapter VIII.

The year 1855 was one of grave danger. Numerous Indian tribes.ment on the war-
path, either among themselves or with the white settlers, To the east of Eagle Creek
along the "Barlow Road", homes were destroyed, settlers killed or wounded, their
cattle and horses driven off, wagon trains attacked, and in general it was a year of 3
prehension. Of the utmost importance was the "Barlow Road" from Foster's through the
mountains to the sast. U, S. troops and supplies were needed in eastern Oreqon and
had to be sent over the "Road". Great care had to be exercised in order to protect
the few local citizens as well as those in Oregon City and in the new town of Portland.

. The grév%ty of the situation can best be explained in the following letters re-
ceived by Philip Foster from Governor George L. Curry and one from James G, Wood from
Jacksonville, Oregon.

"Headquarters
Portland 15th Oct. 1855.

"WMr. Philip Foster .
Cascade Range B

) "Sir: I am informed by Mr. Wills and others that small parties of
Indians are constantly passing in your néighborhood, and that from their
demeanor to the settlers some apprehension is felt, - At present I am inclined
to think that the settlements on this side of the Mountains are not in any
danger, whatever may be the ultimate object of the hostile tribes. But the
part which prudence dictates would be 'in my judgement for the settlers to con—
ce?t a plan for acting together jointly against any demonstration of hostility
which may be made by a formidable party of the Indians,

] "I have called a Regiment of fMounted VYolunteers into the field and shall
with all possible haste repair with that force to the scene of action. At
present I shall rely upon the vigilance and activity of those who remain in
the settlem?nts, and especially between this point and the pass of the Cascades,
to keep me informed of whatever may occur indicative of the plans of the snemy.

"There is now organized in this City a C ' ;
_ : y a Company of minute men ready for
any emergency, which upon notice could operate promptly in case of any outbreak

this side of the Mountains, a circumstance calculated to inspire confidence in

the minds of those who are as th : ;
supprise, s they think more exposed to the danger of |
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“"Very truly yours,

‘"Geo, L. Curry,- .
Governor of Oregon and
Commander in.Chief."

~The 'next letter by. Governor Curry read:

"~ "Territory onﬁregon

- A S EREEC Headgquarters :

R A O .. -« - Portland, Oregon = Oct. 16 - 1855.

2 "Mr,: Philip: Foster SRR 5
- . Clackamas: County . - . o
SMSips. oL,
"I forwarded by [r., Wills' yeéferdéy a 6ommuﬁication‘aﬁdressed to you,
counciling yourself and neighbors to concert among yourselves a plan for
‘security:-against surprise by the Indians from -the other side, of ‘the Cascade

"range. The "pass" through those mountains which leads by your house is a
.very important one to be under the.-surveillance of -the settlers in the-

- Willamette Valley, : From every quarter the»informationfwhich reaches me is

of a nature.to suggest the utmost vigilance on the part of -all our people,
and the intelligence which I have received from you today has induced me to
~-grant you the authority, and I do hereby authorize you, -to.enrocl a company
‘composed-of a sufficient number. of your neighbors, to act as "Rangers" to
obtain informant of the movements of the hpstile Indians:in the neighborhood
of the Dalles, and to prevent a surprise of the settlement by hostile Indians
from the Deshutes or elsewhere in that direction by way of the pass referred
to. The "Company" will act under your directions, and be subject to your
orders, and you.will report’from time to time direct to me. For compensation
and subsistance the command must rely upon themselves, as it is not designed
~tpo augment by the authority'herdin .contain the forces autharized by my.pro-
clamation of the 11th of October instant, for the suppression-of Indian
hostilities on the Northern frontier,

"Great prudence and discretion will be requisite for the discharge of
" the delicate duties incident to the appointment conferred upon you, -and
-imposed-upon the patriotism and fidelity of yourself and neighbors, The
- . -authority:herein conferred-will necessarily contlnue durlng the pleasure
- of. the Executive of the Tarrltory.z ‘

"Yours very truly,

"Geo, ‘L, -Curry :
Governor of Oregon™.

: Lettér';nﬁmAJamééfé. woédfk

) .. -] wlacksonville, Oct. 20 - 1855
ﬁmf.yﬁ. Foééer. | | A - |

nDear Sir:

wAmid the tumult of preparing.business I seat myself to address you a
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few lines. As you will probably have learned before a receipt of this; The
country is involved'in one of the bloodiest Indian wars upon record.

"Ygs the much.dreaded ever vigilant foe has fallen upon us suddenly and
a number of our best citizens lay weltering in their gore. Of the particulars .
of the great massacre on Rouge River I will next enter. [lany have been killed
among whom I may mention your acquaintance fir. Harris the pardner of Reed and
probably Mr. Reed himself as no'intelligence can be cbtained of him, firs.
Harris defended herself against the savages for 24 hours successfully and was
relieved by volunteers and.-is now in this place where she is well cared for.

"She is a brave woman, her little daughter was wounded in the ‘arm, I
hurried out with others to assist in driving the Indians from the scene of
action and toock charge of burying of the dead found upon the roade. There
were from 10 to 20 thus found by different parties. Oh, what sights for
civilization, may I never be called upon to assist in such dutles is my great

- desire, : ,

“There>mas an immediate call for volunteers and there are now in the
field from 150 to 200 good efficient men., But this is hardly one fifth the
number necessary. They wish one thousand men. It will take all of that number
to extireminate the race, no quarters are given, old Sam and his men are the
Indlans who remaln neutral - they are used as guides and are of good service.

"I'am now acting as head clerk of the Quartermaster : General of Oregon.
As a matter of course the business transactions connected with this department
are of an extendﬂd ‘naturs, furnlshlng supplles. Please writse, ’ -

‘"Yours estc,
"James G. Uood

"p,S, Give my regards .to your family. I would be glad to hear from George,
Lucy and Frank, and remember me.to your good nelghbors.

Wood"

In the meantime the settlers at or near Foster's ‘prepared for the worst, and
after akmeeting called by Philip at his home, decided toc erect a fort made of logs,
size 50' x 100" - 12 feet high., It was constructed: 'in the field.near the home of
the Meyer's family on the original Foster D, L, C, The "Fort had only one. entrance,

each corner had a raised lookout, supplles of food, water and guns were kept there
for instant use. .

Several times during-this critical periocd word came of an i i and
everyone would hurry to the Fort, but no attack came, Homevern ;:pgggl:gm:tgsg:;one
was ordered to Oregon City, Whlle there the “Rangers" drove tae Indians back to
their reservation and the settlers returned to their homes,  Shortly before the
preceding events happened Foster proceeded to carry out Governor Curry's letter of
instructions dated October 16th, enlisting all available men in the settlement that

could be spared, prepared an oath, and named ice
the off: R '
October 18, 1855, is as follows: ’ officers. Foster's memo pf

"OATH" -

"Clackamas, Oregon Territory - Oct. 18thy 1855, . = .~ = ..



"WYe the undersigned do hereby pledge ourselves to stand in readyness
do agree to’'guard against all hostility and depredations that may be attempted
by the Indians and to keep a guard at some point on the Emigrant Road or at’
any other point deemed necessary, and to dlscharge our dutles agreeable to the
authority given by the Governor.

C, Deardoff

Chas. [l St. John
Francis W, Foster
George Ganner
Dwight Muzzer

E. H. Deardoff
John Capps

Philip Foster =~ Captain
Wm, Johnson

R, P, Uills

Marion Phillips

Wm. J. Houwlett

Wm, Phillips

Benj. Smith - 1st Lleut. .
Joseph Brown "John C. Welch
' David Markwood Thos, Robertson
John Prltchell - Drderly Sgt. Joseph Young"

- Chapter IX..

In this rather brief expose we have in the preceding chapters given the reader
a historical background over a period of 12 years = 1843 to 1855. The political
history of the community is rather meager; however, among the "Foster Collections"
were early-day ballots and a poll book of 1860, the first’'election held in the State
since its admission to the Union on February 14, 1859. For the purpose of election
the district was called "Young's Precinct® and the electlon was held at Joseph
Young's house on June 4th 1860,. In these good old days when a citizen (women did
not vote) voted he appeared before the election board and was asked by the clerk whom
he wanted to vote for as the names of the condidates were told to him: there was no
secret VOtlng 1n electlons untll many years 1ater.

The Judges for this electlon ‘were Wm. Wade, Philip Foster, and Hugh Currin and
the Clerks were E. Olcott and Robt. J. Devine. This election was one for the elec-
tion of loecal county officials and 44 voters were counted. J. A, Burnett was elected
Justice of the Peace over G, Brown. Mr. Burnett was the. father of A, D. Burnett and
grandfather of Shlrley and Ronald, and great-grandfather of Joanne, Thomas, Carolyn
and Jimmie Burnett,

On November 6, 1860, the election was held for voting on president and vice
president of the U, S. History-tells us this was a very- hotly contested one between
Lincoln and Douglas. The slave question was the big issue. The judges for this
election weére the same as for the June 4th election. The clerks were J. A. Burnett
and Thos. H. Bell; 45 voters were tallied; the electors in favor of Douglas were 35,
and those for Lincoln were e1ght, and two were for some other candidate. As a mat-
ter of record, here are the,names of those who voted and. whom they voted for:

Lincoln’ “Douglas

.Josiah Harmon
Franklin Pierce
Um. N. Wade

J. N, Glover
George Palmeteer
John Wilson
David Wilson
Garrett Palmeteer

John Glover
John B. Glover
G. W. Dunbar
John B. Childs
Wm. Houwlett
Mathew Glover

Samuel Glover

Benj. Smith ,
B. J. Alexander
Wm., Deshields
Robt., Stewart
Phelex Johnson

Joseph Brown
Frederick Seivers
Francis Revenue
J. A. Burnett
David Divers
Egbert. Olcott
George Mognott =
Philip Foster
Hugh Currin

Wm. He. Smith
Francis W. Foster
Wm, CoXe.

S -3 -

Joseph Young
George G. Foster
Seth Palmeteer
Isaac Evry

John Evry

Chas, St. John
Joe. Pinkley
George Currin
Stephen Coleman
Jackson Mognett



From the foregoing it would appear that Honest Abe had very few friends
The name recorded with the’ addition of Thos. H. Bell
and. George Githens are reoorded ‘not so much for their voting record, but for’

in this communlty.\

the more important
and during the Civi

purpose, to-uita,
1 War period.

their family tree back to some of those mentioned.

v

" Chapter X.

»

To show who lived in our oommunlty at
"Many of my readers ulll be able to trace

From the year 1855 to the Gay Nineties there were.no School records obtain-
able so we pass them by, with the thought that many were the teachers, and

girls who learned their lessons in "the little one.room schoolhouse.
the school registers for the years 1893,

different teachers.,
J. S. Walsh.
month,

ended June 21, 1893

used were "Barnes, Watsons, Fishs, Brooks, and Smiths'.

~4 and =5,

Ye have

“In 1893 there were thras

First came Daisy Danvers, then Lista Wharton, and last

Daisy received $27.50 per month and the other two 530,00 a
J. F. Oouglas was Chairman and G. W, Stafford was Clerk,

School term

. There were 39 pupils (17 boys, 22 girls) and the books

Here are the names

of the children -~ all in a one~room school, no electric lights, no hot lunches-
with a wood heater and the teacher used a whip to keep order:.

oys

B
Arthur Stafford  Ben Jacques
Frank Eder ‘Wiley Douglas
Wm, Bell Ples Douglas

Alfred Bell
Alsa Freeman
Walter Glover
Homer Glover
Matt Glover
Walter Jacques

In 1894 W, A,
E. M.

Albert Bell
Wm, Huggins =~
Herman Brackett
' Charley Wagner
Rollie Stafford

“Girls -

' Tine Judd

Maude Jacques

. .Grace Wilcox
... Freddie Schmidt
“Lillib Huggins

Cora Freeman‘f
Linda Douglas

Julia Douglas"z-"i

Mina Brackett

" Dora Braokett
'Llllle Hoffmelster *

’vNaggle Smith
" Pearl Foster
‘Lena Van Curen :

Nellle Stafford
Mary Eder )
Teresa Eder’ ,
Anna Wagner '

Bula Freeman

Maggie Bell
Mollie Judd
Alta JUdd N

Hattheus taught from Uotober, 1893 to Aprll, 1894' then

Ward taught until June 22nd - salary 530,00 a month,
Chairman, G. Y, 3tafford was Clerk, and there were 43 pupils:

s

Boye.‘

Charley Arledge
Harvey. Arledge
Willie Bell
Ples Douglas
Homer Glover
Walter Glover
Arthur Stafford
Alsa Freeman

In 1895 we fi
were 17 boys and 22
Clerk. .

Alfred Bell
"Matt Glover
Oren Ballou
Homer Ballou
‘Charles Wagner
Albert Bell '
Ben Jacques
Walter Jacques

- Willie Douglas .

nd U. A.
girls.

.

P U D

~Isaac Gordon was.

“Girle. o

. Julia Douglas
" Anna Wagner

0la Arledge

"Anna’ Arledge’

Beulah Freeman_d
Viola Freeman -
Bessie Longenecksr

Florence Longenecker
- Pearl -Foster -,

Dora, Braokett
Mabel Stlngley
Cora Freeman

Llllie Hugglns

[

_Mina Brackstt ..

"Althea Judd

. Tina Judd =~
_.Mollie Judd
‘Rose Huggins

Maggie Smith
Lena Van Curen
Lola Van Curen

--Nellie -Stafford
Frieda Schmidt

Maude Jacques
Lillie Hoffmeister

‘Tlllle Douglas

VUllllamS the teaoher and of the 39 puplls there -

Henry Wilbern yas’ Chalrman and Ge w Stafford uas
The teacher's salary was )40 00 a month. :



Boys Girls

Charley Horger Homer Ballou Mabel Stingley Minnie P, Rogers
Albert Bell: Alfred Bell E Emma Shelby Lulu E, Rogers
Charley Wagner Earnest Douglas Pearl Foster - . Lena Van Curen
Alsa Freeman. . .  Charley Arledge ., .Beulah Freeman Lola Van Curen
Wiley Douglas.- . Harvey Arledge . Viola Freeman Myrtle Rogers
Pleasant Douglas UWalter Glover .. Louisa. lagner Julia Douglas
Walter Jacques ~Homer Glover - Anna Wagner Nellie Stafford
Ben Jacques . Oren Ballou - Cora Freeman - Mollie Judd
Matt Glover n o Lena Horger Alta Judd

: - Dora Brackstt 0la Arlidge

Maggie Smith Annie Arlidge
Conclusion

Many things have happened‘since Rebecca Denny first taught the few child-
ren of the'early settlers in Eagle Creek over a century ago. Hundreds of boys
and girls have grown to manhood and womanhood and today their children and
grandchildren attend this same school, It is not generally knouwn but the facts
are that public school was taught here even before Oregon City and Portland
had public schooling, A further fact and one that should be of greatest
interest is that in 185D the only public school between Oregon City and Inde-
pendence, Missouri, was our local school, : '

Teaching school in District ;717 has been a dangerous one for schoolmarms-
it ssems that cupid worked overtime. Witness just a few that could not
resist the appeal of our young Romeos: flaude Cole became FMrs. A. D. Burnett;
Ruth Blaidsell now answers to the name of Mrs. tJalter Smith; Florence Colt )
liked the community so much she changed her name to Mrs. Homer-Glover; then
Paul Still kidnapped Lillian Peterson and changed her name to Mrs, Paul Stillg
and Mathius Glover liked his teacher so much he asked her to be his teacher
for better or worsa, sg Eva M, Mochnke became Mrs. Mathius Glover.

The first school was built on the F. W, Pettygrove claim opposite tﬁe
Bruce McConnell home and until a few years ago part of it was stil%'standlng.
Mr. Pettygrove sold to James W. Foster (Philip Foster's son), who in turn
sold to Richard and Margaret Bradley (who were the parents of Mrs, Jane Foster,
wife of Egbert N. Foster)s The Bradleys gave the present schools grounds to
the District, The Bradleys sold to the Suters is the present ouner of a part
of the original Psttygrove claim,

Times have indeed changed. In 1848 in our School Districe there.uere
five families with 17 children, and Rebecca Denny taught school (also in 1849)
from house to house. - She continued in 1850 and signed a receipt on Augustvz,
185D, for $36.37 for keeping school three months.- Now 113 years later, ue
find four teachers in a modern 4 room school with 90 pupils attending.
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Jan. 15, 1960
~ .MCLACKAMAS COUNTY NEWS". . ... .7

‘Ouring 1960 the voters-will be called upon to express their'choice
for candidates and nieasures. The primary ‘election comes in May and Genreal
Election in- November. A century ago, to be exact on November 9, 1860, the
voters for the very first time had a chance to vote for president, - The
slavery question was the big issue of the times and 100 years later the
issues of this period, segregation aftermath of the Civil War, and world
peace ‘are among others foremost' in the minds of the voters., To our readers
we recommend this historical article "Looking Back" by [ir. fleyers past
president of the Clackamas County Historical Socisty.

On February 14, 1359 Fresident Buchanan signed the act making Oregon
one of the Union. Late in 1859 (Oec.2) an event happened which a short
time later almost destroyed the government., One’ John Brown; a Connecticut
Yankee, was hanged,-and the slavery question became a great’ political
issue, ' R Lo L Rt S S :A, S

.~ For the purpose of this:story we must consider the foregoing, an
the era, from the time President Polk signad.ths Act- creating Oregon as' a
Territory in 1849, With the arrival of ‘"“wagon trains®, the numberous-
Indian wars and the discovery of gold in eastern-.and. southern Oregon were
the important factors which lead to the following: ‘

Politics also played a vital part; at times, they. exceeded other issues.
The ink had hardly dried with the appointment of General Joseph Lane by
President Polk as the first Territorial Governor, when-shortly after the
election of President Taylor he appointed John P. Gains.to succeed Gov.
Gains forthwith removed all the Lane appointess and put.his .friends anti=--
slavery office holders.on the.job; .the "fat was in the fire" from a- poli-
tical point of view, .. . o ‘

L B R . PEEAFA

As of Oecember 1850 ths_agitation for statehood. became a.political~
football, and the slavery issue raised its ugly. head, . The Oemocrats with -
the backing of the "Salem Statesman®* demanded an;éiection_for.a.vbte on.a ,
: “Constitutional,Convenﬁion,ﬁ;.‘it was bitterly opposed by "Thé,Oregoniéh;”ﬁg;

the pro-slavery-Oemocrats.won their .point- and a statewide:election was held ;..
on-June 5, 1854, The .vote was 3210 "yes" to 4079 "no, - :

The Oemocrats were able to call anothesr election'onhthe sahe‘issde
and on June 4, 1855 were again whipped--this time the vote was 4420 "yes®
to 4885 %"no" and again in the election of April, ;1856 they lost 4186 "yes:
and 4435 "no" .by only 249 votes, Ouring these‘last~twovelectioné the
great Indian wars awakenad the people, -protection and hélp waé~needed from .
the Federal Govarnment and the surest way to gest it in‘larger degree would
be to adopt a "state constitution® and request statéhbod. '

On Honday, the first in June, 1857 the voters a
i pproved by a vote of
7, 617 "for", 1679 "no"., Following this election a "Constitutional Conven-

tion" was held at Salem on August 17, and for 30 days a bitter dsbate and
name calling session was had,
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"Clackamas County News"
(Cont.)

The slavery question among others made this a memorable political battle,

And at the election held Nov. 9, 1857 the voters adopted the
"Constitution™--=7195 "yes" to 3980 "no", -Slavery was defeated by a vote
of 7,727 "yes" to. 2645 "no" and free negroes were prohibited from entering
the State by a majority of:7559 votes. -~ : : o

The foregoing has been mentioned for our readers to show the bitter
political period in-which ‘the early pioneer of this part of Eastern Clack-
amas County lived, when on'Nov. 6th, 1860, they were allowed to vote for
the first time for a president of the:U.S.: the national picture was in
a likeframe of mind, with the great Lincoln-Douglas debates in tuen =~
brought  on-the split.in:the Democtatic party. - : ! :

Douglas and Johnson were the regular Democratic candidates and
Breckenridge and Gen. Joe Lane the slavery standard bearers: Lincoln and
Hamlin were the Republican leaders. At these early day elections only
men could vote and there were.no secret ballots; the judges of the elec-
tion would ask the voter for whom he wanted to vote and the clerk would
record it opposite their name, -~no hiding behind a sheet in those good old
days.

The descendants of many of the early day pioneers voting at Eagle
Creek on the memorable day 100 years ago no doubt will be interested in who
their grandfathers or great-grandfathers voted for, and, recorded herewith
for the first time are their names., Eagls Cresk was the only voting
place in this section of Clackamas County,

A

The original poll books are a part of the Philip Foster Papers, The
judges at this election were Wm., N, Wade, Hugh Currin and Philip Fosters
the Clerks, J.A. Burnett and Thomas H. Bell, If there be doubt in any
readers' mind, the poll books may be seen by calling at my residences

LIST OF VOTERS

Republicans . .
Wm. N. Wade, George Palmateer, John N. Glover, Franklin Pierce,

John Wilson, Josiah Horner, Garrett Palmateer, and David UWilson.

Democrats:
George Githens and Thomas H. Bell.

FOR SLAVERY:

Egbert Olcott, George Magonette, Philip Foster, Hugh Currin, Wm. He.
Smith, Francis W, Foster, William Cox, Joseph Young, George G. Foster,
Seth Palmateer, John R. Glover, G. W, Dunbar, Isaac Every, John Every,
Charles St, John, Joseph Pinkleys ) )

George Currin, Stephen Coalman, Jackson florgonette, Davis leerg, John
B. Childs, William Howlett, Mathew Glover, Samuel Glover! Benjamin Smith,

B. J. Alenander, William DeShields, Robert Steuart,.Phellx Johnson,
Joseph Brown, L. A. Brown, Frederick Seivers, Francis Revenue, John Glover,

and J, A. Burnett,
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"Clackamas County News"®
(Cont.)

With the foregoing in mind it is evident why the bitter political
situation obtained .in.this ssction of: Clackamas county. The,result of
the electlon of November -9, 1860=w= . .. S

Republlcans-——Llncoln-Hamlln for pr981dent-8 votes. _
Democrats——Douglas~Johnson. for president-+-=2 votes.
Pro-Slavery-Breckenrldge-Lane for pre31dent--35 votes.

NOTE—-—It is the writer s oplnlon that a great many of the Breckenrldge- :
Lane voters did so because General Joe Lane was widely known. He had

served as Territorial Governor:two different. times, first.by:appointment.
from President Polk and later:by President Pierce.: He also was:Oregon's .

second U, S. Senator, and from 1851 to 1859 was a Delegate:to Congress. iz

He had much to do with settling the Rogue River Indian War.

Many of his supporters became regular Democrats after the C1v1l war. o
Signed IR
“E, L. 'Roy' Neyers



Issue of January 26, 1960
"COUNTRY DOCTOR™

Warnings of Asian flu, colds and other seasonal ailments bring to mind
the plight of the pioneers of the long, long.Hgo.  Nswadays doctors-are no
further away than your telephone. Drug stores and hospitals are within easy
reach, ‘ : ' B

From the late 1840's for nearly 50 years, medical aid was not easy to
obtain, The first doctor in the entire northwest country was Or., John
flcLoughlin, He came in 1824 and later became head of the.Hudson Bay-Company
at Fort Vancouver. Next came Dr. Marcus Whitman; located near Walla Walla in
1836. In 1837, Dr, Elizah Whita for the "Lee Mission", but he returned to the. .
east and then Dr, Ira L, Babcock arrived in 1840 to replace Dr. White.

Dr. Forbes Barclay was sent from Scotland to look after the men of the
Hudson Bay Company at Fort Vancouver., At that time some 1200 French~Canadians . .
vere employed, scattered at several outposts from Southern Oregon to Alaska,

He reported to Dr. MclLoughlin in 1840, o ‘ -

As of April 1843 the total number of Americans of record in"the entire
Oregon Country was only 337, among whom were 13 preachers, 2 doctors and 19
white children, Late in 1843 came the “Great Migration" of covered wagons ..

led by Peter H. Burnett with 999 Americans including 2 or 3 doctors.

Dr. Barclay moved to Oregon City in 1850 and was the most famous of‘the‘
medical profession until his passing in 1873, -In this part of the county, N
the first doctor to live among the citizens was Dr. ficCoy about 1870, A short
time later came Dr., Roberds and his wife, who was also a doctor and said to
have been the first woman of that profession in Oregon, Then came Dr. F. B.
Smith, Dr, McCoy moved to Portland and Dr. Roberds:and Smith had the field
to themselves,

With only a few doctors in a vast part of the country, Fhe question of
importance was 'uvhat did the pioneers do for medicine?' Philip Fostepioperated
the only general store from 1849 to 1875; then Henry Wilbern bought Fo§ter out,
Both Foster and Wilbern carried a few drugs, also liquor, brandy and gin.
Philip Foster's store account books show a considerable amount of "Red Top
Whisky" with or without-rock.candy, indicating. there must have been an awful
lot of colds and other ailments. "?"

°

. The patent medicine cure~-alls advertized over TV and radio and the public

press of this day are about as numerous as they were.from 1846 to;1900. .zq
those pioneer days nearly every ene had: an almanac-mlth'important.informa‘;on
on .the weather,:when, where:-and how to plant seeds, cure meat, méke sourt ~
dough bread, weights, measures, and of course,:gave space to their paten
medicine,

From among the Foster Papers.we list some of tﬁe manY cures recommen:ed
in the early years, and esven as of today some are Stl%l being so%d. A mos |
popular one in 1854 was "Perry Davis Vegetable Pain Killer' for internal an
external use, for the cure of Painters Colic! Choleraz Weak Stomacg,. .
Dysentery, Asthma, Ague, Fever, Rheumatic Complaints, Bruises, S9resé iln in
the.Head, Kidney Complaint, Ringworms,  Coughs and Colds, Dyspepsia, Broken )
Breasts and Teetheache(sic). L : - SRR
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#Counrty Doctor®
(Cont.)

If the above were not enough here are a few addltlonal, take your choice--

Dr. Kllnes-—Great Nerve Restorer, cures f‘ltn .:‘ bottle n?.

Dr. Charles Fletcher—-—~;~~~Castor1a.

Dr. Groves=-=Chill tonic.for Ague.

Piso's—-—-—--»————Comsumption‘Cure{

Dr. DeUitt's ——-Early Risers--Money back guarantee.

P.D. and Co! s--—Cod leer 0il | | .

Dr. Beggs——;-Cherry Cough Syrup Aw - . R | - ">' . i. B L

Dr. Pfunders——-Oregon Blood Purifier, R R

King Solomon's. Treasure—-Reneus many strength.

St. Jacobs 011—-Ceres 501atlca. .

Hoods-«-Sarsaparllla. |

Lydia Plnkhams——-Uegetable Compound.§

Dr. Moore's Reveared Remedy-—Cures leer Comnlalnt

frs, Ulnslous-—Soothlng syrup

Hostetters~--Stomach Bitters.,

Wizard 0ile—=For Rheumatic;pains.

Perunia . -

Dr. Serchambaults—-"Paris Vital Sparkﬁ-—For both sexes,—e~bottle.$3:00.
And in Portland, ODr, -

factured the folloulng cure
claimed),

George Kellogg, a famous physician of 1851‘manu-
s to alleviate the sufferings of humanity (so they

Lung Balsam, Balsam of Life, Family L1n1ment Compound Cathartlc Bltters,
Golden Liniment, Golden Urinary- Spacific, and cough drops,

After all it is our opinion that the pioneers in this part of the countrY
were fortunate living in this era; they m1ssed‘

Shots in the arm or leg: for th1s or- that, V1tam1n plllS,
blood counts, diets, . allergies, and.sleeplng plllS.

Yes, indeed those early years were wonderful and .we of today enJoy the blesslngs
and should never forget our debt to their memory.
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WISSUE OF FEBRUARY 16, 1960%

The war between the states ended with General Les's surrendsr at Richmond
in 18653 thousands iof. the men in blue and grey.returned to’ their-homes and
peace reigned once more. From the late 1850's through. the -Civil War period
emigration to the Oregon Country came to a standstill, ‘

) « .In.1867 the-~"Covered Wagon.Trains" again began to tra&el,the'"OId Oregon
Trail® and the "Barlow Road® to the land of milk and honey. Shortly after
this period the railroads began.to build towards the Pacific-Coast. First

the Union Pacific, then thz Central Pacific started sast; later the Northern
Pacific from St, Paul towards Seattle and Portland; then the Oregon and
California north from California to Oregon. Thus came the boom in the-late
'70s .and '80s, . : : : o

Of particular interest to this section of Clackamas County was the arrival
of a "Wagon train®" in September of 1367, A number of familigs settled here - .
and as of this date there are many descendants still living on part of the
land ' claims of their grandparents, . ‘ .

This writer has labored many hours to find a record of those who came when
and where they settled, searching through records, newspapers, deed, other
media and by personal contract. We are able to name but a few; with pleasure
we herewith list those we have, who came in 1867, and ask our readers should
your family name be omitted as not settling here, please advise.

This "Wagon Train® of 1867 arrived over the Barlow Road and camped at
Philip Foster's in early September and from among the many families in the
"train® the following decided to settle in this part of the county for which
we are grateful: Judds, Oouglas, Gibson, Bartleman, Bradley, Suter.——-In
this small group were many adults and children, The Bradleys had nine children
(six girls and three boys.)

Sixty-two years ago, to be exact on February 15, 1898, the newspapers
carried headlines reading, "Battleship Maine Blown Up in Havana Harbor®; loss
of nearly 300, Great excitement all over the nation, demanding we go to war
with Spain, mass meetings, enlistment of volunteers and finally declaration of
war. On flay 1st Oewey destroys the Spanish fleet at Manila.

On June 6th 1898 at an election at Eagle Creek precinct, which was the
voting place for this part of the county, the following men voted: G, B. Linn,
James Suter, Tom Bowen, P. Judd, John Zoberist, J. P. Steimonyg, James Smith,

J. 0. Linn, James McKenzie, J. Rivers, R. H. Currin, U. A, Hall, E. T. Preston,
J. G. Brown, Dr. C, B. Smith, A. W, Thorpe, John Hinkle, A, Bartlemay, C. A.
Bartlemay, W. C. Looney, A, J. Brown, C. Carter, Thomas Odell.

Richard Thorpe, B. F. Forrester, Fred Hoffmeister, Oavid Hoffmeister,
He M. Looney, Josiah Osborn, August Linn, James Andersocn, L. A, Freeman,
W, F, Oouglas, G, Je Currin, J. J. Herman, J. E. Arledge, J. W. Oouglas,
J. F. Bailey, J. E. Noble, He H. Brackett, L. Hale, James Rivers.

J. Y. Oowty, A. D. Burnett, R. B. Gibson, William Cox, John W. Oouwty,

C. L, Van Curen, Fred Stulke, Aug. Kruger, Eli Suter, George.Forman, G. Y, )
Judd, 0. W. Oouglas, Henry Gerhardus, August Horger, James Simpson, Je Schmidt,
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"Issue of February 16, 1960"
(Cont,)

James Bell, Noah Stlnglsy, He C Glthsns, ‘He F Currln, J. Fo Douglas, 3..w.
Stone, August Wilcox, Jerry Young. »

R. A. Looney, A. E. Allspaugh, Eli Nos, Je S NcCord, J. A, Brackstt,
W, A. Shankland,:H. F. Gibson, George Foreman, Jr., M. W. Henkle, R, A, Wilcox,
J. C. Duus, R, T. Noa, James Gibson, Jr., F. Dougls, J, E. Burnett, J. J.-Judd,
George Brown, Gsorgs Udell, Samuel Heiple, S.-A. Douglas, e F. H91pls, ‘Issac
Gordon, : . N , _ .

David Huggins, William Straight. H;'Uilbsrn;'E.’R. Heiple, He S, Githsns,
C. W. Cassedy, Edward Gray, J. P. Woodle, John E, Ely, J., W, Forrester, E. N,
Foster, S. E. Heiple, M. S. Shrock, William J, Howlett, James Smith, Sr.,
Isaac Foster, J, W, Cahlll H. Hoffmslstsr, J. H. Van. Cursn, W H. ‘He: wads,
and Harvey Glbson. :

The clerks of this election were W, H, .H/ Wade"and Hervey Gibson.and the
judges were John Van Curen, E, N. Foster, and H. Hoffmeister,

This.list is the original one signed by the judges.and clerks and is from
among the Philip Foster Historical Collection, .We feel sure it shows the '

names of just about-sveryone of votlng age 11v1ng in thls part of :the county,
the women did not vote.’ - , : : :
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May 6, 1960

"HENRY WILBERN STORY"

There were a number of prominent pioneers in this section of Clackamas
County, - :They laid the foundation for what we have- enjoyed these many years
and for which we should be ever -grateful, . : : \

Among them, our subject for this story, Henry Wilbern, While not one of
the earliest settlers, he contributed a great deal to the efforts of those
who came in the years previous, Wilbern was born in Hanover, Germany in 1833.
He came to New York City 'in 1846 where he clerked until the gold fever lured
him to go west to San Francisco via sailing ship via Cape Horn in 1853. There
he joined with two other young men and operated a general store.

San Francisco was a lawless town during the 1850's and Wilbern's very
first action was to join up with the "Vigilance Committee", Sam Brannan being
their leadsr, * Wilbern took a very acitve part with the "Vigilanties", and in
due time, ‘after many hangings the city emerged a decent place in which to
live, The story and reign of the "Vigilants" has been published in many:
books,‘nawspaperé and periodicals and is one of the great historical saoga's
of the far west, : oo I ’

In 1871 Wilbern with his family came to East Portland looking for a
location for a general store. He was told that Philip Foster, then operating

a store at Eagle Creek and was also postmaster, wanted to sell out.

Wilbern with a Mr. Geddes hired a horse and buggy, drove out to see
Foster and made the pruchase. UWilbern a short time later became postmaster .
which he held for some 35 years., He bought Geddes' interest in a short‘timeo
In 1873 Wilbern decided the citizens in this section needed a place for
meetings and fortwith built a large two-story building near his store.:-

ing

"yilbern Hall" became a famousnplace and for many years was the meetd
: ance

place for the Grange, fraternal groups, baéket socials, church services,
partiss, Schopl entertainments and political_meet1ng$.

Many important political "Big-wigs" orated to the vo?er§.‘ Among them
U, S. Senator Mitchell, U, S. Attorney General George H. Williams, goy. T. Te
Geer, Gov.. Oswald West, Gov, Jay Bowerman and many local county officials,
Republican, Democrat and populists too numerous to mention. There also were
the "Medicine Shouws", and the circuit riding preachers, They held ?ll their

services, thers,

*

However, the most use made of the "Wilbern Hall" was for square dan?es.
In the late fall, winter and spring months dancing was the order of Fhe time.
They were all night affairs with a midnight supper served by the ladies.
People came from near and far, via wagon, buggy and horseback, There was
always a large crowd.

The music consisted of two or three fiddlers and once in a while an
organ player., The need for extra fiddlers was bedagse the men folk often
became very friendly with the fiddler and slipped him a cupful of a
concoction called "Mountain Dew".
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"Henry Wilbern Story
(Cont')

-This famous drink of that era was made“(according’to'information»from;wu:i
a relative of minej he was one of the fiddlers) as: follows:i.. = =~ «: .

"'wOne quart of prune brandy, (1t came from the e
Garfield District) it alone would raise your
‘hair. on end; 1 quart of extra hard older;:1
“pint bottle of Overhold 100 proof ‘whiskey; ,

~ pint bottle of 180 proof pure. grain alchoﬁol.,'
Shake them up in‘a gallon jug and it was ready

,;to serve.“.

The "Overholt" was sold by "wilbern Store" ' He had a U. 'S. permlt for o
the sale.of liquor’ by the bottle. Otherwiss, the dancers were. orderly. i -
Howsver, sometlmes some of the boys objected to the, attentlon pald theic. " |,
girls by_strangers and then a fight ensued outslde.f If Janyone was 1nJured f"
in the melee, they carried’ him into Dr. C. B. Smith's house next door to..the.
hall., He soon had him patched up and the dance would go on till “break oF day.

- Near Jllbern s hall, a man named Cralo Stlngley bu1lt and operated a
saloon in the 80s, - It was the flrst one in this section of the oounty. It
is of record the saloon did not last long. The picture hereuith whows the’
crowd at the grand opening (ploture taken by side of. store) In the front r
row starting at left 1s——G11es Sarver, Henry. wllbern, 0ld Man Stlngley, o,
Craig (on barrel), Daniel Suter, George Brown; in back row--Joe Suter, N

James ﬂacklasander, Eo No Foster,.. Charley Uan Curen, Jim Suter, Noah Stlngley,i—
Eli Suter, Gus . Burnett and Ed Burnett.

STy T -

In another picture a group are.on the front of "Wilbern! $: Hall™ also,
taken in the.80s and the third picture is of wllbern s. store, It was a -
famous tradlng post for emlgrants and others for many years, )It uas destroyedf
by fire in the early 1900's, Wilbern's Hall fell into decay and was torn’

doun and thus ended the ullbern 8ra, an historic period. in this part.of
Clackamas County.’ , L S

Stlll standlng and 1n exoellent condition is the house dllbern llved ln,j
for many. years, It was built by Josiah A. Burnett in,1860. _The house is now

ouned by Mrs, Clark. Henry Wilbern passed on in the early 1900's and 1s
interred at Currinsville,
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June 16, 1960

“WINDIAN WAR:='1855"

. e

Throughout the c1v1llzed world today ‘the minds of the people ‘are dig-
turbed, ' War and threats of war, rumors, and saber rattling are common piace.
Those who know or think they do, say that when'war comes it will be a sur-
prise attack like Pearl Harbor.

More than a century ago, to be exact in 1855 the th1nly settled Oregon
Country existed under -the same conditions, They knew not when the Indians
would scalp them, and burn their homes;y they had no radar system nor siren
alarm to advise of an empending attack,

From the time of Lewis and Clark expedition through the emigration
of the early 184Ds little opposition came from the Indians. Historians are *
agreed that perhaps the more important reason was the masterful manner in
which Dr, John MclLoughlin, factor of the Hudson Bay company ruled this vast
empire,

Ore. Mcloughlin was always fair in his''dealings with the red men and
they accepted his word without qUestion. There were a few instances of trouble
but DOr. John quickly resolved them., One more serious than the rest o
was the killing of a white man at Vancouver by an ‘Indian,. Dr. McLoughlin
sent word to the Indians to’ deliver up the gu1lty Indian, a short time
later the Indlans d1d SOe -
It is of record that Dr. McLoughlin then called into Vancouver Barracks
a large number of Indians and then proceeded to have the guilty Indian hungk
before the gathering of- Indians as a warning of mhat was in store if any’
further kllllngs of mhltes occurred.-

Nothing happened until the murders of Dr. Whitman and others near Walla
Walla, Had Dr, Whitman heeded Dr. McLoughlin's advice of not furnishing
medical a331stance to the Indians many lives mould have been saved in, the
folloming years. : - :

After the hanglng of the five Indians who murdered the Whitman party
was held at: Uregon City, feeling ran high among the many Indian tribes.
U.S. Troops were now' stationed in the territory. Dr. MclLoughlin was no 1
longer in control, More emigrants had-arrived and the Indian was being pushed
out of his usual haunts; the situation worsened; attacks were made by a feuw
renegade reds upon white settlements- then came’ the Indian war of 1855.

The Indians planned thelr attacks at distant p01nts in Washington
Terrditory, Eastern Oregon and on' the Rogue River. ‘Government troops were ‘
beaten as were the volunteers for a time, Governor George L. Curry became
alarmed and ordered an all-out war upon the Indians.

Local people 1n this section werse aroused to such an extent that a
meeting was called by phllip Foster at his house and every able-bodied man

was present,

It was agreed to build a fort as a place of safety.  Egbert Olcott who
operated a sawmill on Eagle Creek near the* present Boy' Scout Camp sawed the
timber-and long slabs, and delivered them ‘to a spot near the present Meyers
residence. ~ :
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"Indian War - 1B55"
EY ”« vl (Conto)

Work was rushed with John Glover. in charge of .the :work agsisted by.Hugh
Currin, Thomas Forrester and Ir. werhemn., It was completed early in September,

The, fort was 50.by 100 with. a lookout. post..on the 'southwest and.north-
west corners, only_.one gate, a.place for milk.cows; a well was dug, and it,ﬁvgxi

uas ‘stocked with faod, guns and cther supplies. ) ;- . f

letter: o

On October 16, 1855 Philip Foster Received the fblidwing

L ‘ Co g e e vt -"Territory. of Oregon. .- .y .7
Pty PR B w T ERNEE S Pahateld FER
: R [ Cmpeeygr r <Headquar.t8r)s.v , S s Tyt

.*355»..xnﬂPOFtland"Oregqndl i
October 16, 1855

PR

vl - " SR O I S T R HN P - -
Mee Philip Foster .. . 1. o Lla. oo, oo Lpaoo. Luot AT ooige o tn
Clackamas County - .. . .o . ..o eieemb oo n oo .
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Sir: ‘ . : o e

"I.forwarded by [r, Wills yeaterday .a communication addressed to:you,
counciling yourself and neighbors to concert;among yourselves.a plan.for.., . ..t
security against surprise by the Indians From the other side of the Cascads .
Range. lThg_"pass"th:ougn.those'mountains;which leads. by; your house is a: -+ »-u
very important one to be under: the- surveillance .of-.the settlers in the: ... i/
Willamette Valley. From every quarter the information which reaches.me . :: -
is of a nature to suggest the utmost vigilance on the part of all people,
and the intelligence which I have received from you today.has induced. me, -
to grant you the authority, and. I do hereby. authorize you, to.enroll a. .. - ! .
company composed of.a sufficient number-.of your neighbors, to.act-as. -7+ :: .
YRangers' to obtain information of the movements - of- the hostile, Indiang. & -
in the neighborhood of the Dalles, and to prevent a surprise of the settle=-
ment by hostile Indians from the Oeschutes or.elsewhers in that direction
by way of the pass referred to, . ; : : :

Colen T T T
"The 'Company' will act under your directions, and be subjegt to your.. . ::.

orders, and you will report from time to time direct to me, For compensa=-

tion and subsistance the command must rely upon themselves,  as.it is not' .

designed to augment by. the authority herein contain. the: forces authorized: :

by my proclamation of ﬁhe 11;h'°f‘gct°bgr'in8tanf’1f°r,thQJSUppressionﬁqﬁgza ”;’ 
Indian hqstilities on the: Northern frontiere ,: -+, (i . thlgﬂ'_i L
e «1 ., ‘:Y,‘; Gt

Great prudence and.discretion will be requisite:
the delicate duties incident to the appointment confe
imposed upon the patriotism:and fidelit
authority herein conferred will necsssa
the Executive of.the Territory,".. . =

for the discharge. of :;:.- -
rred upon you, and

y of..yourself and-neighbors.:. The ~
:i}yvcontinue;durigg,thedpleasurgwofjﬂt1f

. . e ; B N
% e ~ . Sy DDy i e

B TR SRCE P I s I ST
Your Very Truly,
& Loeswe s George L, Curry Domme foe
S e w0 i gp o Governor.of..Oregone"
Here are the "Rangers" orders under Governor Curry: h Frr

Mue thefundersigned«do‘hereby¢pledge ourselve-to-stand:in-readyness,’
do agree tp,guard~agaiHStualluhUStilitY:and=d8predationsithatwmay‘be~att8mbt9d*5”
by the Indians and.to keep a guard at some. point on;theiéhigréntfﬂoéd‘of-at~u1‘3?
any other point desmed necessary, and to dischafgé our duties agfeéébie tbg;hl“‘*
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"Indian War - 1855"
(Cont,)

the author1ty .given by the Governor:. . .
_."phlllp Fostsr, Captaln, wllllam Johnson, R. P. Ullls, .
. Marion. Phllllps, ullllam J, Howlett, William Phillips. .
Benjamin Smith, 1st Lieut.s Joseph Brouwn, .David Mark- .. . . .
‘wood, “John Pritchell, Orderly Sgt.; C. Deardorff,
Charles. [, Ste3John, Francis U, Foster, George Garner,
leght Muzzsr, D.. He Dsardorff John Capps, John. C. Uslch,
.' Thomas Robertson, Joseph Young."3D‘ . o

st a4y
Fet =

Several times ‘word cams of an expected attack, A rider was sent to
warn the citizens.in this part of the country. .. They rushed to .the fort
and awaited ths all safs news. No attack was ever, mads thanks to ths.
"Rangers,t T UL

In due time, the Indians were defeated, a treaty was signed and the
Indians were moved to ssveral rsservations.. o

It is a mattsr of record that ths small group of. determlned "Rangers"
of this district Kept’ the ‘Barlou.Road open and stopped an. invasion by the
warring redskins from mov1ng upon Oregon City. and Portland, Many descen-
dants of the Rangers live in this part of. Clackamas county and they can
take pr1de 1n what thsir forsbears dld 1n thB 10“9 long ago. -
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Issue July 7, 1960

WFOSTERS STORE - 1850's™

Living as we do in this super-age, surrounded by super_mgpkeﬁs, depart-~
ment stores, super drug stores and self-service establishments within a stones
throw, we are apt to give little thought to the problems of the pioneer in the
matter of purchasing supplies in early times in this part of Clackamas County.

In 1844 Philip Foster located in what is now Eagle Creek village on a
homestead; Here built a log house and began the construction of ‘a grist mill,
In late 1845 Samuel K. Barlow and William Rector coming from the EFast dis-
covered a new route around the south side of Mt., Hood and arrived at Fosters
farm. In 1846 Barlow, with Foster as a partner, started building a road from
Fosters through the mountains and called it "Barlow Toll Road,"

A feu covered wagons came over the road in 1846 and more in 1847. In .
1848 the first large emmigration came in and camped at Foster's place, and as
the years passed many thousands of people with cattle, horses and sheep ’
arrived sach fall, .

Foster and Pettygrove arrived in‘Oregon City from Maine via Cape Horn
and established a general store in 1843, 1In 1845 Pettygrove platted and named
the city of Portland and a few years later established a general store on o
Front Street, Foster sold in Oregon City to We C. Dement, and established a
general store at Eagle Creek wvhere he could cater to the feu settlers living
in this part of the country, and to supply the wants of thé:emmigrants . _
arriving over the mountains in sver increasing numbers with the "Covered Wagon
Trains,"

Foster built and operated a grist mill for the grinding of grain and in
partnership with Egbert Olcott, ran a saw mill called "Eagle Milling Company"
near the present "Bonny Lure Park," Between 1848 and the early 1850's
Foster's store and the sawmill were the only ones between Oregon City and
Independence, Missouri a distance of some 1900 miles,

Foster's store accounts contain many interesting facts, and we feel of
inter?st are the names of many of the early settlers and we quote the prices
as paid by one of the pioneers in the succeeding paragraph,

Here are some of the Foster customers in the 1850s and 60s: Egbert
Olcott, Jacob Grim, James Waldrip, 8enjamin Endersby, William Howlett, John
Sgttle, Benjamin Smith, James M. 8rown, Joseph Jones, David Markwood ’Robert
Ullson,.John Day, Georgse S, Haight, Harden Coram, Thomas H. Bell, F.’A. Reid,
J. U..Hlnds, Seam S. Smith, Robert Young, Charles St, John, Charles A, Cantonione,
Francis Revenue, David Wilson, George U, Palmateer, Steve D, Coalman, William
Txler, Robert J, Devine, T, C. Forman, Josiah A, Burnett, George Cur;in
w%ll%am M: Wade, Hugh Currin, John Glover, George Armitage, Thomas Forr;ster
gl%llam Minner, ChesFer Jaques, Seth Palmateer, Samusel Emb;ee James T. ’
t:;:wgzd;haohn P. Gains (Territorial Governor of Oregon from ;850 to 1853)
e : e 1860s came more customers among whom were the Judds, Douglas

ibson, Sradley, Smiths, Suter, Githens, Folsom, 8racketts and ;any more:

" theD?;;g'Markwood who taught school at Eagle Creek had an account with Foster
" ; s‘and the following was one of his purchases: 1 1b, tea, $1.,00;
U. spuds, $1,00; 20 1b, pork, 25 cents a 1b, 1 pr pants (men) $5,00;
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Fosters Store - 1850's"
(Cont,)

1 spool thread 50 cents; 1 quart whiskey 50 cents; 50 1b., flour §5,00; 6 lbs,
sugar $1.00; 3 yards calico 54 cents; 1 bottle castor.oil 50 centsj 1 plug of
tobacco 25 cents; 1 bar soap 75 centsj 4 lbs, coffee 41,005 44 lbs, beef
$4.,40; one half gal, molasses $1.25; 1 shirt §1.00; 2 yds, sheeting 30 cents;
5 pints dry beans 40.centsj 1 ball lamp wick 25 cents; 1 sack salt

$2,00; 1 pair hickory pants 54,00, ‘

In the 1860s prices wholesale and retail were higher by 50 to 100 per
cent,. Foster purchased his supplies in Portland and Oregon City and they were
hauled to Eagle Creek by ox teams in the summer time and by pack horses in the
winter season. It took two days for the Oregon City trip and three days for
the Portland purchases, He bought from the following firms in Portland: Ladd-—

.Reed. Co.3 Harker Bros.j. R. N, & F, McLaren; A. F, Francis; U, Weatherford;
Blumauer and Rosenblatt; E. J. Northrup and Co.; Smith and Bro.; L. and O, .
Barman; G. W.. Vaughnj Northrup and Simmons; Blaumauer Bros.; A. M. and L. [l
Starr;. this latter firm was interested in many kinds of merchandise, Their
store was on the .corner of Front and Stark Streets, One of;the‘more important
items purchased from Starrs's was "Red Top" whiskey at 37 and one half Ce?ts per
gallon by the barrel of 41 gallons in 1861, It was 60 cents in 1B62 and in
1865 it was .$2.00 a gallon, - ‘ :

We might add that in the pioneer days whiskey was used for medicinal
purposes (so they tell us)s. Be that as it may, from. the record in Foster's
books, thers must have been an awful lot of illness. Foster decided to devote
his full time to his large scale farming operations including his nursery, and
in the early 1870s sold his store to Henry Yilbern and Richard Gerdes, Wilbern
boughtvout Gerdes. :

In our next historical sketch.uegmill tell the story of Henry Uilbern, his
early life and his part in the growth of this section.

-7 -
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November 17, 1960

WSOME PEACHES AND TWO LITTLE GIRLS"

This is the story of a 'Coveréd Wagon Train', some peaches, two little
girls, and a‘graveyard,’ In the early spring of 1853, camped on the outskirts
of Independence, Missouri in wagons were many families, (some had been ‘there
all winter) awaiting a break in the weather to start on the Trail for Oregon,

4

For weeks past, the weather had been far from pleasant, and everyone
was ahxious.to be on“their way. Each group composing a "Wagon Train" looked
forward to being the very first to start, for it would mean clean camping:
places, good pasture and above all an éérly arrival in Oregon to prepare for
the coming winter, = = = ’ o N IR

Lo . oanl : . I

K

On April 1st, the weather improved and with it great excitement among the
Emigrants.’ Wagons, equipment, oxen and horses were carefully checked and ;
double checked,’ It was very important for the reason that with 2000 miles of
rough trail ahead, and facing.5 or 6 months of travel with no place to obtain
parts, supplies, or medical aid it was essential nothing be overlooked, o

Our "Wagon Train" for this story was no exception to the above pre-
cautions, The 'Train' consisted of 25 Covered Wagons each pulled by 2 or 4
oxes, several riding horses and 12 head of livestock (milk cows and calves).
Oxen,were used to pull the wagons for the reason they need not be shod and
could live off bunch grass as the Train moved alongj and then oxén'could go -

longer each day without water, which at times was a serious problem.”

A feu days before the order to start, a mesting was held and after plans
werse §pproved, and rules adopted for the trip, Robert G, Cusick was slected-"
Captain; guards were selected and Capt, Cusick was instructed to employ a
competent guide, Many dangers lurked on the trail“and a guide who®knew the
pitfalls was indead a 'must', - ' Rt S

A mountain man Josasph Dezerle, a fur trapper who had made several trips
Fo and from the fér gest and had been with the Wyeth Expedition to Ft. Hall
in 1834 and Ft. William on Sauvies Island in 1835, was engaged, (Dezerle was

21 years old While at Ft, William he married :
e * a squaw of th tribe
She died in childbirth in 1836, ) . 8 Multnomah tribe.

. 292§rle with Cépt. Cusick checked all details and instructed the party
i: o .helr needs and ordered the things, not necessary to be left hehind as
ey might become a burden, Everything now seemed in order and on April 7th

1853 with f : .
e o itSaua:.’r:al farewsll to other Emigrants not yet ready, our "Wagon Train"

Travel for the first two weeks was slow; oxes and horse
:itg:nig fordtheirougher going in the weeks ahead., The crossin;agftzhzeKaw
el szvma i g thout much trouble, however, fording the South Platte re-
Juired s era ays as the spring freshet had swollen the stream, All crossed
sately with little or no damage, In due time Chimney Rock and Ft., Laramie

were left behind, and nou they were in t i
e o Uyoming and Tacmey y in the mountainous country of the present

the tgi:igienzz iuly and uhile the mogntains brought coolsr weather follouwing
Fover Voo 7 at and duit of the plains, they also haid low, several with
. y few of the "Wagon Trains® kept a record of the names of persons
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"Some Peaches and Two Little Girls®
(Cont.)

and our 'Train' was no exception, However, our subject for this story are
the. Conditt and Black families, ' Co .

Mrs. Black was sick.when the 'Train' started and grew worse as the days
and weeks passed, She suffered from what was called lung fsver in these
early days and while they camped on the Sweetwater River, she died. Left to
mourn were her husband and young daughter, Nancy, The Rev., Conditt held
service for her, after which. the sorrouwful family and friends rolled on.

~In due time the Great Divide at South Pass was left behind and Fort
Bridger was .a welcome haven. There they remained.for a few days to rest up
the tired and weary oxen and themselves and make necessary repairs. From Ft.
Bridger through the mountains .travel was indeed slow, The high elevation took
its toll in man and beast, Mr, Black cams down with the deadly mountain fever
and passed away.

Nancy, a:child of 9 years, ‘was now an orphan,. The Rev, Conditt took her

in as one of the family, His daughter Mary was about Nancy's age., Black's
wagon.and oxen were taken in charge by one of the young men. Troubles mounted,
breakdowns "slowed the 'Train', however, in time they arrived at Ft. Hall.
Here they obtained a fesw needed supplies and rested for several days.

From Ft. Hall there was more open country and better time was made.
Soon. passed was “Farewell Bend" on the Snake River, near where Huntington,
Oregon now is, Ahead lay the Blue Mountains and Indian country, Their guidse,
Dezerle, was told at Ft., Hall to expect the Indians to be on the warpath for
several Indians were arrested for the murder of the Whitmans and Spaldings
near Walla Walla and were being tried at Oregon City. This was the cause of
the expected uprising,

Capt, Cusick upon the advice of the guide Dezerle, warned the members of
the train to be on the alert, . Double guards were posted.at camping places.
-Dezerle and three others scouted ahead of the 'Train' to warn of danger.

Good fortune smiled upon them; soon they passed the present site of Pendleton,
Then over the rolling hills and through Alkali Canyon, crossed the John Day,
thence 'on to Shearers Bridge on the Deschutes to Tyhe Valley. From there via
Barlow Trail around Mt, Hood and on to Philip Foster's Farm at Eagle Creek,
arriving on Sept. 7th-=five long weary months to the day, from Independencea.

It was early afternoon when Capt., Cusick pulled into the field near whers
the "Barlow Trail™ monument stands on the Foster place, a happy and tired
groupe.

Here they found a general store where they were able to purchase wearing
apparel, groceries etc., all of which they were badly in need,

Many in the 'Train' were anxious to find relatives and friends who had
come to Oregon in prior years, Philip Foster, having lived here since 1844
had known many who came over the "Barlow Trail" which Sam'l K. Barlow and he
had built in 1846 and operated until 1852 when they sold to Sylvester and
John B, Halle. Foster was able to direct them to many parts of the WUillamette

Valley.

In addition to the store Mr, Foster was a large land owner. He had
several hundred of cattle and sheep, operated a grist mill on Goose Creek,
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"Some Peaches and Two Little Girls®
(Cont.)

near -the gmigrant camp ground and a sawmill on Eagle Creek-near the:present:
Bonnie Lure Park, He has a fruit orchard and a tree nursery. When Capt,
Cusick and his people-.arrived, Foster's orchard was loaded with: apples, pears
and peaches all-ripe and no market. : v

The emlgrants were told to help themselves © the fruit, ‘This they did,
the happy beginning of their trip ended in sorrow,- The children lost no time
in gorging themselves on peaches, It was a hot afternoon and so were the
peaches., That night several were very sick and sad to-relate little Mary
Conditt and Nancy Black died, There were no Doctors-nearer than Oregon City
and Portland, - and nothing could be done . to.save them, --The following morning-
they were- urapped in blankets and laid to rest on: the hill overlooklng the..
camp ground.- » . ;

They were the first to be buried in what is now the Foster Private
Cemetery,  In-1875 Mr, Foster received a letter from Rev, fonditt asking if he
knew'where the girls were laid to rest, -It is assumed, Mr. Foster answered his
letter as Rev, Conditt wished to move .the remains to Salem where he-lived.: -
Years passed.nothing came to pass, Then eighty years:after 1875-<April- 1955
a great-grandaughter of Rev. Conditt's called at my home looking for the
resting place of the little girls, We were pleased to show her the spot,
Elsewhere in-this paper.you will find-a photo of the Cematery and:in the upper
right hand corner .observe-a.wild apple tres, . It:is over the -graves, andeach.
springtime it is in full bloom,  And: so each September for: many years your

narrator, when peaches ‘make the1r appearance, is rem1nded of Nancy- Black "and
Mary Condltt. R : . e I T R O SR

.

P PN

There were -a number of people in this 'Wagon Train' who became. very
prominent in the early history-of Oregon.  The Cusick. family- located in-Linn .
County and have- played an 1mportant part in .the grouth of ‘the County and State.

Rev, Conditt and famlly moved to Marlon County uhere he became a C1rcu1t

Rider and like thg Cusicks there are many descendents stlll llv1ng ‘in-.and -
around Salem. . . . .



Coe s Gt ee December 22, 1960

A TRUE CHRISTMAS STORY"

with Christmas Day soon upon us it'might be well to give a thought of
the Christmas days of long, long, ago, Recently your narrator was pleased
to receive a.small pamphlet.entitled, ."Christmas in Oregon Territory--
1853", the. author, Lenore Gale Barette of Eugene. The story is about’
Thomas Kincaid, his wife Nancy, children Harrison 17, Rebecca Ann 13 . . .
Elizabeth 10. (the author's mother),.John 7 .and Mary Alice 4. The family
was-one of the earliest;ééttlers in Lane County. ' N B

" On a cold winter February-day in 1853 Thomas Kincaid and, family left..
their home in Indiana for Oregon, the land of milk and honey, They began
the almost 3000 mile- journey with a covergd wagon drawn by three yoke .of
oxen, a carriage with two horses, a few steers and cows and the. family dog.
Six~meeks,la;ér fﬁhds them in Indepehdenbérmhere:they joined theAFwagpp
Train® for the long perilous.journey.weste. '

. After ioﬁgiméaffﬁmonths.on the trail and around.fit, Hood over the .
Barlow Road they arrived. at.Philip Foster's farm on Eagle Creek, September
29, 1853, Here they rested a few days with the footsore oxen and’ livestock,
and after a meager dist on the trail they were now able for the firs? time
to get fresh vegetables, and meat since leaving home, The entire trip .
had been made without serious illness, howsver. Thomas Kincaid, whose
age was 53 suffered from a felon on his hande. = . .. o

"' The last leg of the journey to what is now Eugene began, After several
days they crossed the Santiam River at Comer's Ferry, then over the' McKenzie
at Spores-Ferry and the Willamette on a.ferry near where Fhe present Eugene
bridge” spans the stream, and arrived at what is nom.the c1§y_pfnygqqg og
October 11, 1853, It had been recently staked out in lots, no houses.ha
been built, At the Ferry landing there was a small sto?e. Fugene Sklnner.
lived nearby and Hilyard Shaw's home stood where the University of Oregon is.

They camped here a short time then located on land adjoining ?a:ar
Sweet homestead, where Thomas dug spuds on shares to last for tbe wtg et;ees
With Harrison they went to work on a log cabin for.a home, cutting ?. o i
making logs for walls and joining them, and gathering stones for ghe e;:
place, Early in December they had completed a one room home. 8 Stg of
made of poles fastened to the walls, Fir boughs were used, and on thp
them wool mattresses and feather beds, which were used in crossing the

plains were placed,

With Christmas only a day or so away, Th0m8§ and Nancy reme:Ziglngt
the joyous and merry times in the old home in Indiana, they wers o6 fgour
to know what to do, They had little food for a festive dinner, SMone mas’
potatoes, a bit of dried fruit, some brown sugar a”? sou belly.h to a{tend
all but a thing of the past, and no place to spend it, no chzrc ] ’
one ox had died, another broke a leg, no roads and no place £0 9%

Christmas eve Harrison played Santa with a mask of Fir tﬁ;gs :;gc:ta
taching to it for a beard, long blades of dry grasse He gave zeaped
rag doll and John a cane with a dog's head carved on lF' ;hom::d the age
another log on the fire, The family gathered about while he T
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"A True Christmas Story"
(Cont.)

old story of "Scrooge and Tiny Tim", the fire died down, prayers were said
then to bed and dreams of the morrow. :

For Christmas day supper Mother Kincaid brought out her few pretty
dishes, placed them on the crude homemade table, and on each end set a-
large tallow candle, A fat grouse was roasting on a spindle in the fire-
placej then, too, there were baked potatoes, sour dough biscuits and the
milk furnished by "0ld Peggy" the family cow completed the ‘Peast, Thomas
said grace after which all enjoyed the meal. Thus ended the flrst Christmas
in the “"Gregon Territory" by the Kincaid family. : !

After supper, Harrison put logs on the fire, the family gatherediabout
and Thomas Kincaid took his worn Bible and read again as he did-in the old
home in Indiana the year before, the old, old story of "The Three Wise Men",
the shepherds who watched over their flocks' "The Birth of Christ" and "The’
Manger", Soon the embers died away, little heads began to nod and the
children were tucked in bed, Thomas and Nancy looked at each other with
firm chins, and we suspect there were tears of Joy for the bleseing they
enjoyed,

NOTE:

Harrison Kincaid served as Secretary of Stats for' Oregon Prom 1895
- through 1899, He ouned and edited the Dregon State Journal at Eugene for
‘45 years,’ S R S S R

o Lenore Gale Barette is a. well known authority and writer on Oregoniand
Lane County History, ‘ _ | e B bk Boarke-



- DESCRIPTION OF PHOTOS.
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No. 1 = This is Eagle Cresk's first store built and operated by Philip Foster

No. 2

NO‘. ! 3 -

from 184B-1873, then Henry Wilbern purchased the store and ran it
until it was destroyed by fire. . .

PN -

Group of pioneers on steps of Wilbern's Hall about 1890. They wers:

Joe,. Jim and Eli Suter with their father, Egbert Noyes Foster,

_Richard Bradley, A, D. Burnett, Henry Wilbern, Noah and Craig Stingley

and Fred Wilbern,

Local.belles of the "Gay 90's" on steps Wilbern's Hall: Alice Suter,

Vanchi Walkie, Miss Gard, Mary and Bertha Martin,ﬁ}illie wilbern,

. Lydia 0'Neill, and Addie Landis. .

Nos. 4 and 5 — These are school classes in the years 1893-4, in the old one

No. 6 - This was the class of 1912 on steps of the present building:

Noe. 7

No, 8

No. 9

No.10

No.11

room school, names shown on page x# 32 & 33.

Teachers

were Effie Grace and Gussie Stadden and pupils, Dora Judq, Eloyd
Trullinger, Arthur Smith, Glenn Garrett, Jennie Swith, Minnie Mason,
Lola Baker, Emma Bell, Grace Van Curen, Walter Smith, Oscar Judd,
Elsie Davis, Earnest Smith, Bert Phillips, pete Menane, Helen Johnson,
Loretta Smith, Fitz Menane, Corinne Trullinger, Vesta Van.Curen,

Elmer Judd, Roy Shultz, Minnie Bell, Ronald Burnett, Bernie Schultz,
Joe Davis, Henry Suter, Alice Bell, Katherine Menéne! Paul Forrsster,
Oliver Suter, Virgil Bond, Lyle Smith, Dorothy phllll?S, Ruth .
Heitzman, and Paul Still, Roy Still and Millard Trullinger not present.

This was a school pienic held in grove next Fo Wilbern's Hall int1910a
among the parents we observe: Mrs. W. A. Smith, Mrs. Maud 3“;“: ’
Mr. and Mrs. George Judd, Also Miss Della Glover and Mr, and firs.

August Still, How many can you name?

Here is the champion Eagle Creek baseball team of Clackamas County

in 1910.

gley's saloon, for names see the

Thi d opening of Craig Stin
is was grand op ] 19e0.

Henry Wilbern story under date of May 6,

piling bridge over

Here is the only photo ever made of the 0.W.P. aod wagon

Eagle Creek, 104 feet high, built in 1903, at left is cove
bridge.

. tt in
This is the oldest house in Eagle Creek, built by g'.A'eig:Tient
1860, nou ouned by a Mrs. Clark, still lived 1n a; tn aragraph.
condition. See Wilbern story of May 6th, 1960 — 1ast p
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No. 12 = Here is the 0.W.P. station at Eagle Creek in 1904 with the sub statlom
the writer of this story was the first agent. Those in photo, Gus
Burnett with straw hat at left, Claude Colt, brother of Mrs, Florence
Glover, man in center section section man.

No. 13 - This is the J. A. Burnett house as it looks 100 years after it was
built in 1860. ‘

No. 14 = Here is the present school built in 1912, District #17 has had
three school buildings in 110 years. The first built in 1850.

No. 15 = This purple lilac was brought from Maine by Mrs., Philip Foster
around Cape Horn in 1842 to Oregon City, then to Eagle Creek in 1844,
It has never failed to bloom during the past 116 years, stands
35 feet high, 40 feet wide and 100 feet in circumference. Photos
13-14-15 by Earl Wilson.
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