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AZPORT ON THE ROGUE RIVER MOUTH IMIROVEMENT PROGRAM

A% the request of Fr, John Sharredt an inspegtion of the proposed
éiég@&al area on the north shore of the Roaua Tiver wmeuth Just west of
the "m-iééa {0.8. 101] was made Sovembar 18, 1948, This proposed disposal
ares 18 approximstely 300 X 1500 feet in sxtent and is located above the
meander lime. It is marshland with characteristic ficera, %he whele aree
being dotted with standing pools of a"kamﬁ frash water, &b uﬁmﬁm@a
two foot elay shell mparatss the ws&&mﬂ from high . &éﬁs line ia & brok-
an line for the lengih of the diepesal area, 4% low tide s narrow bsead
is expossd, sbout 20 feet in width on the average, asd .&;,_: compesed of
cosrse pes gravel interspaced with patehes of sand, the f;grmglf gradually
giving way to sami &3 you approsch the low tide mari,

told Beach's Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, Cy Leland, was
£irst conbacted in search of inforymstion of possible bay clam populstions
existing wi‘k&iﬂ the mouth of the Rogue Hiver. Net having bsard of any
such populations he refsrred to a Nr. Praok Colvinm, tackle shop owner snd
long tize resident. Mr. Colvin wﬁfir@& #r, Leland'a viatement that he
had not hesrd of or ssen any ¢lam popalstions of sny um withm the tide~-

water range of the Rogue River. Above timtur _‘e}aers s AT szly wiﬁ‘éﬂ &

species of fresh water "ms"

ifter these itwo iatawiws and mismilsmem wa&i&m to other
residents an inspection of the xzrmmﬁeﬁ disposal ares wal mde 7 & éﬁtail—
ed aea.reh of the boach in suesiion brought inke view ro szhﬁ},ltim 1ife of
any eonsejuence, in fect no populstion of shelifish {f:ims., sh;img«, or any

other shellfish) however smsll was found., Evidence of former qu;;u}.ﬂiws

w28 also lacking, 'The inspsetlon was concluded about §;00PM. (Corrected




low tide was «1.0 £4. at 7345p%)

it 1is imer@%iﬁg to note ihat bracklsh water probably does not
extand any Tarther upriver then five mliles as sees by the fact thai
fresh wat:r mssels can be fousd at that point, A short tidewster
distance such a2 the Rogus River has is not conduecive %é elam larves
sets,

The mouth of the river ie apparenily constantly shif$ing. e~

gording Yo Mr. Colvin the mouth hag shifted northward a é;n&ﬁa‘r of a
mile since last year at this time. This shifting sand iz of Wm'u |
not advaniagecus %o hay clam populations as & conditlien such as this
would sot zllow s population to establish i1tself even iIf the et vere
| sTailshle.
In gafammse to the turn-around bssin one whole s«;& sxtends

searly the full length of the proposad d.i#yo#sl area. This would of

course desiroy say elams that might be oxisting below low tide merk,

Crabbing in the river is st this 'éim nagligible and has aot
tsen an industry in the past.
Conclusion:

1% is cur opinion that no heym will be done %o the shellfish
interests of the stats on the sarea in usebion by the fﬁlﬁllmn% of
the proposed dredging pregram. |
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