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ROOF-PURLIN SPACING FOR
MULTICOMBINATION POLE-TYPE CONSTRUCTION

L. W. Bonnicksen*

The information in this paper is an expansion of the information in
Station Bulletin 557, "Multicombination Pole-Type Construction." This
additional information describes a method of spacing 2 x 6 purlins every
two feet measured horizontally.

Features of this method of purlin spacing are:

It is standardized so that -

. it is compatible with many shapes as shown in the
next two pages.

. a combination of 7-, 9-, or 11-foot lengths of roof
sheets will fit any roof width.

The outside roof purlin can be set vertical. Thus it can -

. be fastened directly to the outer pole.

• provide a base for an eave trough.

The outside roof purlin can have the siding nailed to it, thus -

eliminating the top wall girt.

. completely covering the outside purlin and end of
the rafters.

• giving better overall building bracing by the joining
of the sidewall and roof diaphragms.

It can be adapted to other types of roof construction, such as

. other slopes

. other purlin sizes

. other purlin systems

. other horizontal spacings

Page 4 is a table of the strength of these purlins in terms of
allowable total loads, snow loads and wind velocities.

*Assistant Agricultural Engineer
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