
SCHOLARSARCHIVE@OSU
AS A DATA REPOSITORY



1. What we’ll cover today

• Data repositories
• What is a data repository
• How to select a data repository
• Characteristics of a good data 

repository

• Alternatives to data repositories
• ScholarsArchive@OSU
• Know ScholarsArchive@OSU
• Deposit process
• Prepare datasets for submission
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What is a data repository?

• A place where to store
data
• A place to make data 

publicly available -
findable
• A place to preserve your 

data
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Why use a data repository?

Share your 
data: open 

science
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Comply with 
your Data 

Management 
Plan

Give credit to 
data creators

Preserve your 
data



How to select a data repository

1. external data archive or repository already established for your 
research domain; recognized standards in your discipline.

2. institutional research data repository, or your research group’s 
established data management facilities.

3. cost-free data repository such as Zenodo, Figshare, Dryad.
4. Search for other data repositories here: re3data.org. 
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http://www.zenodo.org/
http://www.re3data.org/


How to identify a good repository for your data?
• Gives your submitted dataset a persistent and unique identifier.
• Provides a landing page for each dataset, with metadata. 

• makes your research more visible. 
• stimulates reuse of the data.

• Helps you to track how the data has been used by providing access and 
download statistics.
• Explicit ambition to keep the data available in the long term.
• Matches your particular data needs (formats, sustainability, access…)
• Meets legal requirements and allow reuse without unnecessary licensing 

conditions.
• Guidance on how to cite data.
• Guidance and review on how to prepare data for deposit.

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 5



Alternatives to data repositories for data sharing
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Website (department, project, 
personal)

Pros: functionality tailored to 
your data collection

Cons: less likely to sustain long-
term access to your data 
collection

Cloud (third party)

Pros: Easy to use

Cons: long-term reliability, 
unpredictable costs

Journal supplementary material 
service
Pros: comply with publisher’s 

requirements

Cons: may be costly, unlikely to 

offer a data repository’s 

functionality or long-term solution
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ScholarsArchive@OSU

https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/

Who is it for?
What can you store in it?
How to get help?



ScholarsArchive@OSU as a user
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ScholarsArchive@OSU
as an author
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ScholarsArchive@OSU as an author
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Prepare your dataset
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• Tidy data
• Open format, text based if possible

• Documentation

Readme.txt

• Choose a license



Prepare other documents to share

• Make sure that you are the copyright owner.
• Make sure that the document is in good shape: spell check, author 

names, credit to other sources…
• Have handy all the information you will need to post as metadata.
• Choose a license.
• Choose a visibility option.
• Make sure you agree with the deposit agreement.
• In the case of articles, you will need a post-review, pre-typeset

version.
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License for data
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• Allow derivative works?

• Attribution requirements.

• Allow commercial use?

Recommended for data: CC0 and CC-BY

Do you have software? Copyrightable 
kinds of data? Special situations? Ask us. 



ScholarsArchive@OSU as a user
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Deposit agreement:
https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/agreement

https://ir.library.oregonstate.edu/agreement


The process
User: Prepare work 

User: Describe your work
User: Add files
User: Check deposit agreement

SA@OSU: Check metadata for consistency
SA@OSU: Review (datasets)

User: Make required changes

SA@OSU Generate DOI (datasets)
SA@OSU Approval
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Let’s share!
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Clara Llebot Lorente | Data Management Specialist
clara.llebot@oregonstate.edu

ResearchDataServices@oregonstate.edu
http://bit.ly/OSUData

This presentation is licensed under a CC0 license. 
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