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HE black oystercatcher was once a
common species along the Oregon coast
but with the encroachment of civilization
its numbers dwindled and the survivors
were forced to remote areas. It can still
be found in small numbers on many offshore islands and rocky sections of coastline.
This large, dark shorebird is peculiar
to the Pacific Coast of North America,
ranging from the Aleutian Islands south
to Baja California. Over much of this
territory it is a permanent resident, seldom wandering more than a few miles
from its nesting area. Only from the
northern part of the range is the bird
forced to migrate during severe winters.
In size and general coloration the
oystercatcher resembles the common crow.
In some localities this has led to its being
frequently referred to as a "sea crow."
With these features the likeness to a crow
ceases for the bird is not a member of
the crow family but a true shorebird,
with long, heavily-built pink legs and a
conspicuous long red bill. The odd three-

toed feet are equipped with non-skid soles
for safe travel on slippery rock surfaces.

Most of the diet of the oystercatcher is
composed of mussels and other mollusks
which grow abundantly on most offshore
rocks.
The bird has become an expert at opening these shellfish by merely inserting its
flat chisel-like bill between the shells and
deftly severing the adductor muscles. The
contents are then consumed at leisure.
Marine worms, crustaceans and barnacles
which are pried loose from the rocks with
a twist of the strong beak are also important food items.
In late May the oystercatcher selects a
nesting site in a small gravelly area on
some offshore rock or islet. Usually no
attempt is made to construct a nest but a
little gravel is scraped out to form a
slight depression for the two or three
spotted eggs. Fragments of seashells are
brought in for adornment and to serve
as camouflage for the eggs and young.
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MAILING LIST

CHECK COMING
In one of the early 1969 issues of
the Bulletin you will find a return
postcard attached. The card is an
attempt to update our Bulletin mailing list.
In order to stay on the list you

will have to return the card with
your proper name and mailing address filled in. The names of persons
not returning the card within a reasonable time will be dropped from
the list.
The card will be inserted in the
J anuary or February 1969 issue of
the Bulletin. Watch for it!
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Wes Batterson

District Biologist, Nehalem

THERE is a time by the sea when all
manner of Nature's elements are in joyous play. The green sea is churned to
white beauty and the tide casts great
drifts of debris upon the vacant beaches.
The drifting sand and scudding clouds,
the waving beach grass and unfiltered
wind, the sight and sound and feel of the
winter storm become a symphony of
happiness and loneliness, of sorrow and
joy and perception of life's meaning. The
sounds that mingle in confused array
occasionally separate, and out of the song
of the wind and roar of the sea emerges
the calls as well as the songs of the birds
of the sea. Among these calls in early

winter on the Oregon coast one may be
fortunate to recognize that belonging to a
unique and beautiful species-the Pacific
brant. He brings with him from the vast
areas of the Bering Sea something of this
wildness and the beauty of the Arctic
summer which he has only recently left.
He is a bird apart among our important
migratory waterfowl and a species rarely
seen far from the restless sea, marine
estuaries, or coastal meadows.
The black brant (Branta nigricans) is
the smallest and darkest colored of our
geese and one that is probably the least
known and hunted by the sportsmen of
our state. Its coloration, as the name im-

plies, is mostly black. The head, neck,
and breast are black with a narrow striped
ring of white running around the neck.
The body is a dark grayish-black, and
the sides are streaked with white. The
flanks and upper tail coverts are white.
Juvenile brant have whitish stripes across
their backs and wings and are browner in
color than the adults.
Black brant males average 3 pounds
and females 2½ pounds. In size they are
smaller than the Ross' geese or cackling
geese, but usually are in good flesh,
weighing at times more than individuals
of these two species.
The name "brant" is erroneously applied to the small cackling goose which is
a miniature of the Canada goose and has
a white check patch instead of the white
(Continued on Page 4)

EDITOR'S NOTE:

Our feature article was originally run
in the Bulletin some 14 years ago. Author
Batterson did a slight bit of updating,
and we are rerunning it since the interest
in brant continues and few people are
well informed on the birds.
Brant hunting photos by Ed Park of
Bend, Oregon.
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About Brant
(Continued from Page 3(

streaks around the neck as does the brant.
At times, even other species of geese are
called °brant" by sportsmen.
Black brant usually stay in the bay
waters, feeding on eel grass and seeds that
float with the tide. During the spring
months when the eel grass gets scarce,
they will leave the bay waters several
times a day for the adjoining meadow
lands to feed on the growing green grass.
Flocks of thousands gather on the grass
lands and graze across the meadows like
a herd of sheep.
Brant come to our bays from the north
around the middle of November. The
largest populations are found on our bays
during December, January, and February.
Flocks of mated adults begn leaving in
March on their northward flight to their
nesting areas, but flocks of juvenile brant
are found inhabiting our bays as late as
May. Some have even been observed
around the middle of June straggling
northward. On August 14, 1954 a flock
of five black brant was seen on the
ocean beach near Arch Cape in Clatsop
County. Whether these five brant were
migrating north, south, or just summering
along the ocean is a question, but it was
the first instance of these geese being seen
on the Oregon coast in summer. It appears
may be summering
in Oregon.
Black brant have never been known to
nest in captivity, although they live well
in confinement for many years feeding on
grasses, green food, and grain. They become very tame and will eat from one's
hand, but having that instinct to go north
to nest, they refuse to lay eggs regardless
of the conditions under which they are
kept.
Occasionally a few of the American
brant, inhabitants of the Atlantic Coast,
drift across in the far north and come
down to our coast to winter. Several years
ago two of these American brant were
obtained on Tillamook Bay. This species
of brant differs from the black brant by
having a whiter belly and back and no
neck ring, but only a small patch of white
stripes on each side of the neck.
Contrary to what you might expect
of a bird that feeds almost entirely upon
eel grass, you will find that brant rate
very highly as a table bird. The eel grass
imparts a fine flavor and keeps the brant
in excellent condition. Eat one, and you
will find that it excels all other bay waterfowl as a hunter's repast.
Hunting brant is great sport indeed,
but very few hunters are successful unless
Page
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they know how to hunt them or have the
proper decoy setup. The best brant hunting bays in Oregon are Netarts, Tillamook, Yaquina, and Coos.

The most successful way to hunt brant
is through the use of decoys on their
favorite resting areas. Remember to put

out the decoys on an outgoing tide when
the sandbars become exposed. Brant will
come to these sandbars to get out of the
water to oil and preen their feathers.
They have to oil their feathers at least
once a day and do this while they are out
of the water so as to get the oil on the
undersides of their bodies. During hightide periods in stormy weather the brant
must battle out the rough water, and they
are anxious to get on the first appearing
sandbar when the tide starts out. Flocks
of brant roll into these bars following a
storm, and success is yours if you have a
good setup of decoys.
The more decoys, the better; 50 or
more are best. Put the decoys on the outer
edge of the sandbar and move out with
the outgoing tide. Keep your decoys at
the edge of the water; don't let them
get back too far on dry land. Brant seldom light on an exposed sandbar, but
their habit is to settle down in the shoals
and then walk up to the bar. Regardless
of wind or weather conditions, brant
usually fly low over the water. They will
come dive-bombing into your decoys from
in front or cirde out from them, as the
case may be. Rarely will brant circle inland of the decoys or over the hunter's
blind. Bear this in mind, and be sure to
have your blind in range of your decoys.
Probably the best brant decoys to use
are full-bodied, floating blocks, but these
are difficult to make and expensive. If

floating decoys are used, anchor them
just off the sandbar. Next best decoys
are profiles which are quite easy to make
from masonite or waterproofed veneer.
Masonite is light and durable and really
preferable. Also, it is least expensive to
buy. Draw a profile of a brant on your
material, preferably in several different
poses such as standing, feeding, and
preening, and then cut out with a jigsaw
or keyhole saw. It pays off to have your
decoys in several positions as they make a
more natural-looking setup. It is not
necessary to make decoys any larger than
a live brant. Keeping decoys small will
cut down on space and weight and allow
you to have more, since it is numbers
that count in brant hunting. Paint your
decoys as natural looking as possible,
using a picture of a brant or a dead bird
to get your color pattern. Black and white
are the only paint colors needed. Best
results will be had by using a flat black
so as to keep down the shine if the sun
comes out. Any outside white paint will
be satisfactory. Paint both sides of the
profile. Be súre to have the leg, or stake,
on your decoy extend 18 inches from the
bottom of the body, as the bay sand is
loose and requires a long stake. Also, the
stake should be of hardwood to stand the
gaff. A fair size for your decoy body,
from top of head to underside, is 12
inches, and about 14 inches in length
from tip of tail to end of bill for standing
position.
In staking out your decoys, put them
out in the water as far as possible, as
the tide will soon recede and leave them
on dry ground. Set them out in a fairly
long string, flat sides toward the way the
brant are likely to come in. Offset them,
(Continued on Page 5)
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On July 26, 1968 Governor McCall of Oregon, Governor Evans of Washington,
and Governor Samuelson of Idaho jointly established a Columbia River Fishery Advisory
Council. In addition they jointly issued a statement with respect to steelhead in the
Columbia River and agreed to a proposed Columbia River Fisheries Compact. The
latter would replace the existing compact.
These three actions were the product of consultations held between the three
governors and their fisheries agencies over the preceding several months.

The three aforementioned actions as adopted in final form are as follows:

COLUMBIA RIVER FISHERY ADVISORY COUNCIL
Preamble

There is hereby established as of this date, July 26, 1968, at Boise,
Idaho, the Columbia River Fishery Advisory Council; an official creation
of the governors of the states of Idaho, Oregon and Washington.
Purpose

To advise and counsel the members oí the Columbia River Compact
Commission and other agencies on matters pertaining to sports and commerciai fishing and to represent the interest of all users in the establishment
of seasons and regulations which have an impact on fishing for anadromous
fish in the main stem of the Columbia River from its mouth to the mouth
of the Snake River and in the main stem of the Snake River from its mouth
to the mouth of the Salmon River; and to broadly discuss and counsel the
members of the Columbia River Compact Commission and other agencies
on all other matters relating to the environment, conservation and maintenance of anadromous fish runs utilizing the watershed of the Columbia
River.

Organization
SECTION 1:

The Governors of Idaho, Washington and Oregon shall appoint the
Directors of the Idaho Fish and Game Department, Oregon Game Commission, Fish Commission of Oregon, Washington Department of Fisheries,
and Washington Department of Game as the officiai members of the
Columbia River Fishery Advisory Council.
SECTION 2:

One of the members of the Council shall serve as Chairman and one as
Secretary with both officers being from the same state. Once chosen, the
offices shall rotate annually among the states in alphabetical order of the
states.
SECTION 3:

The Council shall always meet in conjunction with meetings of the
Columbia River Compact Commission which are held for the purpose of
(Continued on Page 6)
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and mix standing decoys, feeders, and
preeners; in other words, make them look
as much like a natural flock of brant as
possible. Build your blind back toward
the shore within shooting range of your
decoys. A blind is best built of the material at hand such as chunks of brush scattered over with eel grass. Next best are
dead or even green boughs stuck in the
sand. Keep your blind as small as possible
and yet have it large enough to break the
man look. Often when the weather is
stormy, flocks of brant will come to a
good decoy setup with practically no
blind at all, but it is best to be on the
safe side by having some kind of a blind.
If you can call brant, all the better for
your chances of success, but do not use
a goose call or a duck call. Brant make a
rolling crrunk, crrunk sound, and it's
better to stick to this. You won't be in
the hunting area long until you will be
hearing brant calling in the distance, and
you can try imitating their call. It is
advisable never to use large goose decoys
for brant hunting as the brant will usually
stay clear of them, but a few duck decoys
seem to help out.
Do not think that you can have someone drive the brant toward your decoys
with any kind of a boat, especially a
motor boat. Brant become easily alarmed,
and any chasing with a boat will make
them stay clear of the area. Too much
hunting pressure, especially with hunters
traveling back and forth along the bay
shores and shooting, also will cause the
brant to flock up and fly oceanward,
where they will stay until the tide starts
in again.
When the weather is calm, it is best
to take every precaution in keeping behind the blind. Brant have good eyesight
and are more wary when the weather is
calm, as then they can wait out the low
tide to preen and oil their feathers. When
the tide gets low, sandbars are out all
over the bay, and they need not come
to the one you have chosen. The morning
outgoing tide is best to pick for your
brant hunt. There are only a few hours
of the day that will be good hunting time,
so make the best of it, and good luck.
Chemical treatment of the Tenxnile
Lakes system was completed late in Sep-

tember and fish restocked during the
middle of October. Further stocking will
take place later this year.
We will have a complete story with
pictures of the project in the January
issue of the Bulletin.
Page
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(stablishing or discussing the establishment of seasons for the commercial
taking of anadromous fish on the Columbia River, and at such other times
and places as the Chairman shall designate. It shall be the responsibility
of the Secretary to keep appropriate transcripts of meetings held and to
supply these to his successor for the purpose of establishing a permanent
record of the deliberations, findings and official comments of the Council.
SECTION 4:

Each member of the Council will select a technical staff member to
meet with counterparts in other agencies prior to each meeting and discuss
all aspects of the fish runs of the Columbia River, the recommendations to
he made, and the supporting evidence for the recommendations. Biological
information from any member agency shall be made available on request.
SECTION 5:

The Columbia River Fishery Advisory Council shall prepare its coininents on all appropriate proposed sport or commercial fishing regulations
and will transmit these to the Columbia River Compact agencies and to
other management agencies to be made a part of the records at the appropriate meeting which establishes such regulations. This expression shall be
delivered by the Council Chairman as a majority report and be made a
part of the official records and shall be construed as being the position and
advice of the Council on matters being deliberated and shall be so received
and considered by the Columbia River Compact agencies or other appropriate agencies developing regulations.
SECTION 6:

The Columbia River Fishery Advisory Council is advisory only and
shall not have a vote in any formal actions by the states in regulating the
fisheries.
Don Samuelson, Governor of the State of Idaho
Torn McCall, Governor of the State of Oregon
Daniel J. Evans, Governor of the State of Washington

JULY 26, 1968

More Ptarmigan Find
Home ¡n Oregon
Forty-four ptarmigan from British Columbia and ten from Colorado found a
new home in Oregon to join others transplanted by the Game Commission into
the high Wallowas last year.
In two separate transplants, the alpine
birds made fast aerial flights to Oregon
where they were released to make a home
in the grassy alpine meadows. The ten
birds from Colorado were flown to Pendleton via commercial airlines and immediately transferred to the Bonny Lakes
area of the Wallowas, the same general
area of the original plants a year ago. The
British Columbia birds were flown in two
days later and released at a preselected site
in the high meadows on the divide between the Losrine River and Bear Creek.
Negotiations have been going on for
some time with several wildlife agencies
to obtain stocks of ptarmigan. Last year's
stocks were received from Colorado and
the state of Washington.
The ptarmigan is a plump game bird
about the size of the Hungarian partridge.
Its summer coat is m o s t i y mottled

STATEMENT ON MINIMIZING
THE COMMERCIAL CATCH OF STEELHEAD IN THE

COLUMBIA RIVER COMMERCIAL FISHERY
The Governors of Oregon, Washington, and Idaho at a meeting on
May 29, 1968, formed an advisory council composed of fish and game
directors of the three states and asked them to recommend ways for minimizing the steelhead catch by the commercial fishery. The advisory council
has reviewed this problem and agrees the two most practical means for
minimizing the steelhead catch are by gear regulation or by altering fishing
times when establishing individual commercial fishing seasons. The council
encourages further research as to alternative methods which may offer
opportunities to meet the foregoing objective.

PROPOSED COLUMBIA RIVER COMPACT
Be

it enacted by the Legislatures of the States of
Idaho, Oregon und Washington

SECTION 1. Should Congress by virtue of the authority vested in it
under Article 1, Section 10, of the Constitution of the United States, providing for compacts and agreements between states, ratify the following as
a definite compact and agreement between the states of Washington,
Oregon and Idaho, then, and in that event, there shall exbt between the
states of \Vashington, Oregon and Idaho a compact and agreement, the
purport of which shall be substantially as follows:
The compact states acknowledge that they have a common interest in
the conservation and management of anadromous fish stocks in the Columbia
River drainage and they mutually agree to assume joint responsibility in
developing sports and commercial fishery programs which will recognize
and give consideration to the interests of all users of the resource.
Membership from the compact states shall be the Idaho Fish and Game
Department, the Fish Commission of the State of Oregon, Oregon Game
(Continued on Page 7)
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blackish-brown with white flecks and
patches. Breast and belly feathers are
white. Its feet are completely feathered
for its life in the snow and tundra country. Depending on the severity of the
weather, its winter raiment changes to
snow white or mostly white with a few
brownish-black splotches.
Its food consists of a variety of insects,
seeds, and buds. It depends heavily on
willow buds and the buds of other shrubs
and brush for winter survival.
NOVEMBER

1968

DIRECTOR'S

COLUMN
(Continued from Page 6)

,;_

,-

Commission, Washington Department of Fisheries and the Washington
Department of Game.
All rules and regulations now existing or which may be necessary for
the conservation and management of anadromous fish in the waters of the
main stem of the Columbia River from its mouth to the mouth of the Snake
River and the waters of the main stem of the Snake River from its mouth
to the mouth of the Salmon River, shall be made, changed, altered and
amended in whole or in part by majority vote of the states. In voting on
rules and regulations, each state shall be entitled to one (1) vote. Idaho
will vote only on those regulations which might have a substantial impact
on fish destined for Idaho waters.
The individual states shall be responsible for the management of anadromous fish stocks in pertinent tributary streams and shall be guided in such
management by the intent and purpose of this compact.

The foregoing agreements, instructions and proposal represent a landmark effort on
the part of three governors of three contiguous states to concern themselves in concert
with a common resource. The resource itself is both of growing importance and value.
Simultaneously its stewardship, because of many factors, is becoming more compicated.
The existing compact, which has dealt with the commercial utilization of the fishes
involved, is about a half century old. Since its enactment many changes have occurred
in our society with attendant emerging user interests and associated concern for regulatory policies.
Environmental changes have been massive and problems to be met in assuring
an increase, not a decline or status quo, in the abundance of salmon and steelhead are
formidable. To the extent that regulations play a vital part in the management of these
resources the step they have taken is most important.
Although close coordination between the five state regulatory agencies prevails,
the formal approach established as outlined above assures and emphasizes this necessary
procedure in seeking both improved resource status and administrative procedures
related thereto.
The actions taken represent a thoughtful and meaningful step in the increasingly
difficult task of maintaining this immensely valuable renewable resource. We look
forward to working within its framework.
- - P. W. Schneider, Director

TRAPPING SEASON TO RUN THROUGH WINTER MONTHS

Commission
Employees Have ID
Some persons have been falsely identify ing themselves as Game Commission
employees, much to the discredit of the

Commission.
One person reported that he was ordered to leave his camping area, which
was immediately taken over by the impostor. A group of hunters was ordered
out of a canyon by another bogus employee and threatened with arrest if they
failed to leave. A landowner experiencing damage from elk was contacted recently by an impostor who claimed to be
a field representative of the Commisson.
Fortunately, the landowner became suspicious and called the local Game Cornmission office, and the person was apprehended. In all cases the impostors failed
to show or refused to show proper identif ication.
All permanent Commission employees
are issued identification cards. If in doubt
when approached by persons claiming to
represent the Game Commission, you
should demand identification. If this is
refused, authorities should be notified
immediately and provided with all informarion possible about the person or persons, including automobile license number.
Some questions along these same lines
have arisen regarding official Game Cornmission signs used for posting areas. Just
because a sign is printed on a background
the shape of the State of Oregon does
not make it a Commission sign.
All official signs designating various
areas have the words "Oregon State Game
Commission" on the face of the sign.
Signs not having these words are ones
posted by private individuals.

HUNTERS ASKED TO HELP
The Wolverine-No open trapping season on
this animal.

The season for trapping mink, marten,
ringtail cat, betver, otter, and muskrat
will start on November 15. In Grant,
Lake, Malheur, and Harney Counties the
beaver season opened on November 1,
as did the season on muskrat in Lake,

-.--

Kiamath, Malheur, and Harney Counties.
Closing dates for the furbearers vary
as to species, with a February 15 closure
set for beaver, otter, marten, and ringtail
cat. The mink season will extend only
through January 15, while the muskrat

The Fisher-Completely protected in Oregon.

season will end March 31. On the Kiamath Forest National Refuge the season
on muskrat will extend through April 15.
There is no open season on fisher and
wolverine.
Nutria and opossum are unprotected
and destructive species which have increased and spread from illegal releases.
They are now presenting serious threats
to agriculture and wildlife. Their destruction is encouraged.
A complete synopsis of trapping regulations is available from the Commission.

Phil Schneider, state game director, said
that action taken by hunters to police
their own ranks is one of the main factors
in reducing the illegal elk kill along the
north coast from a high of more than 70
animals a few years ago to 20 known
illegal kills last season. A similar reduction in illegally-killed animals has also
been noted in other areas.
Director Schneider commended hunters
for their response and cooperation by reporting automobile license numbers,
identification, and other information leading to the arrest of violators. He urged
their continued help.
Page
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