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Name of project:

A DETERMINATION OF THE MOISTURE RETAINING CAPACITY OF BARK

Purpose:
The purpose is to determine accurately the difference
between the moisture loss of peeled and unpeeled samples

of wood.

Description of procedure:

Nineteen different species of wood were chosen for the
experiment. The size of the samples were fairly uniform,
ranging from two and one-half inches to three inches in
length and approximately one-half to three-guarters inches
in diameter.

For each species two samples were chosen which were
identical as to size and origin. The bark was carefully
removed firom one and the other left untouched.

To prevent loss from the ends of the samples a uniform
coating of wax was applied to the ends of both peeled and
unpeeled samples.

The pieces were weighed and then subjected to room tem-
perature by laying them out in an open container in my room.
Weighing was done every two or three days over a perioed of
nineteen days. Weights were taken on a scale which gave

weights in grams.
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Results:

A table showing the weights obtained at various times is
included in the report. A graph was made for each species
which gives an accurate picture of the comparitive moisture
loss for peeled and unpeeled samples.

Peeled samples lost moisture rapldly during the first
several days and later remained at a relatively even weight.
Some fluctuation resulted because of the lack of an absolute
uniform temperature and humidity conditioens.

Unpeeled samples dried slowly and steadily. The drop 1is

noticeably less than the decline for pecled samples.,

John B. Hdl verson
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