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BEEF PROGENY TESTING REPORT 1974-1975

A. T. Ralston and T. P. Davidson

High feed costs and modest beef prices make the exploitation of

superior genetic material mandatory for success in the beef cattle

business. However, progeny testing (the only positive means of

identifying superior genetic material) is costly and a rather slow but

sure method of improvement.

Proper conditioning of calves prior to enrollment in the progeny

test program greatly improves the accuracy of the data collected and, of

course, reduces the cost of the testing program. Furthermore, cattle with

a history of disease problems increase disease problems for the rest of

the test cattle and do poorly as individuals.

This progeny test period was one of high disease levels with higher

than average death losses or removal of test animals from the program.

With such losses from a sire group, it is difficult to separate the causes

as to environmental or genetic effects. This leaves some doubt in the

breeder's mind as to the true value of the sire being tested.

A comparison of average daily gains, live weight per day of age and

carcass weight per day of age for six years of testing indicates that this

year's performance was at least equal if not slightly above previous tests

(Table 1).



Table 1. Summary of six years progeny testing for average daily gains,
liveweight per day of age and carcass weight per day of age

Year Average daily gain, lb Liveweight/day, lb Carcass weight/day, lb
Heifers Steers Heifers Steers Heifers	 Steers

1969 2.39 2.60 2.08 2.22 1.24 1.34
1970 2.42 2.67 2.22 2.31 1.32 1.41
1971 2.69 2.76 2.24 2.40 1.32 1.46
1972 2.38 2.56 2.15 2.34 1.33 1.42
1973 2.15 2.79 2.23 2.45 1.32 1.46
1974 2.46 2.76 2.21 2.44 1.33 1.49

Each succeeding test has narrowed the variability among sires and

within sire groups. This has been accomplished primarily by eliminating the

poorer performance animals and having a greater number of animals approach

a superior performance.

The rations were the same as in years past (Table 2). Steers were

implanted with Sunovex S and the heifers with Synovex H.

Table 2. Progeny Testing Ration

Ingredients to 650 lbs b50-850 lbs 850 to slaughter
96

Alfalfa 20.00 15.00 10.00
Beet pulp 7.00 10.00 10.00
Steam rolled barley 54.75 59.25 66.75
Trace mineralized salt .75 .75 .75
Limestone .50 .50 .50
Molasses 7.00 7.00 7.00
OSU 40% protein 10.00 7.50 5.00

Two hundred thirty-three cattle from twenty breeders representing

four states completed the test. The steers were marketed at 1,081 lbs

liveweight which is about 50 lbs less than the previous year but carcass

quality was not reduced. The heifers were also about 50 lbs lighter without

loss of quality.



PEN NO.	 BREEDER'S NAME 

1	 Bartell Herefords, Bonanza, Oregon
Starzman Herefords, Moses Lake, Washington
Stone Herefords, Hermiston, Oregon

2	 McBride Ranch, Granger, Washington

3	 McBride Ranch, Granger, Washington

4	 McBride Ranch, Granger, Washington

5	 McBride Ranch, Granger, Washington

6	 Norman Kagele, Ritzville, Washington

7	 Norman Kagele, Ritzville, Washington
Dashiell Herefords, Fairfield, Washington

8	 Dashiell Herefords, Fairfield, Washington

9	 Bartell Herefords, Bonanza, Oregon
Starzman Herefords, Moses Lake, Washington
Bill Bennett, Connell, Washington

10	 Richard Vaile, Alsea, Oregon

11	 Starzman Herefords, Moses Lake, Washington
TT Herefords, Connell, Washington

12	 Roy Leverenz, Wallowa, Oregon

13	 Stone Herefords, Hermiston, Oregon

14	 Stone Herefords, Hermiston, Oregon

15	 Stone Herefords, Hermiston, Oregon

16	 Stone Herefords, Hermiston, Oregon

17	 Stone Herefords, Hermiston, Oregon

18	 TT Herefords, Connell, Washington

19	 TT Herefords, Connell, Washington

20	 TT Herefords, Connell, Washington

21	 Bill Bennett, Connell, Washington

22	 Bill Bennett, Connell, Washington

23	 Don Haggland, Salmon, Idaho
Mrs. Molly Knudtsen, Austin Nevada

24	 Don Meier, Scappoose, Oregon

'25	 G.I. Ranch, Brothers, Oregon

26	 'Robert Andrews, Prosser, Washington

27	 Robert Andrews, Prosser, Washginton

28	 Cowan Bros. Reedsport, Oregon

29	 TT Herefords, Connell, Washington

30	 Ernest Patjens, Maupin, Oregon

31	 Ernest Patjens, Maupin, Oregon

32	 Ernest Patjens, Maupin, Oregon
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