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The last outbreak of the Douglas-fir tussock moth, Hemerocampa
pseudotsugata McD., in the Northern Region subsided in 1965. Tussock
moth populations were not detected again until 1970 when ornamental
spruce were defoliated in Spokane, Washington, and Poison and
Missoula, Montana.
A detection survey was made in July 1972 to evaluate tussock moth
activity. Areas inspected were those infested during the 1961 to 1965
outbreak. Cooperators and other Forest Service personnel were alerted
to watch for the tussock moth and asked to send in specimens or reports
of its presence.
In Washington tussock moths were detected in 1972 on individual trees
in Spokane and Penix Canyon (T. 28 N., R. 33 E., sec. 26) near the
Columbia River. About 300 acres of defoliation were sighted from the
air on Douglas-fir south of Kettle Falls.
Tussock moth reports in Idaho were scattered and confined mostly to
ornamental trees. In Coeur d'Alene tussock moths were reported on
ornamentals at 12 residences. Two trees in a yard in Troy were also
defoliated. Tussock moth activity was detected on the St. Joe National
Forest near Charles Butte (T. 44 N., R. 3 W., sec. 17; and T. 44 N.,
R. 4 W., sec. 25). Egg masses were numerous within a 100-acre logging
area on Charles Butte. Another report of damage was along the Wolf Lodge
Road east of Coeur d'Alene (T. 50 N., R. 2 W., sec. 32) ('ig. 1).
No larvae or current damage was detected in Montana in areas infested
in 1971.
Egg masses from the infestations south of Kettle Falls, Washington, and
on Charles Butte were sent to an insect pathology laboratory to determine incidence of polyhedrosis virus. This virus terminated an epidemic
on the St. Joe National Forest in 1965.
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Tussock moth populations are building up in the Northern Region and
more damage is expected in 1973. The forested areas of the Coeur d'Alene
and St. Joe National Forests, Idaho, should be carefully examined for
tussock moth infestations in 1973.
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Figure 1.--Areas of current Douglas-fir tussock moth infestations in the Northern
Region in 1972.
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