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Abstract

Small-scale fisheries are no exceptions to theireauents of staying within the biological bounds of
sustainability, by purposively limiting fish hartes and of maintaining productivity of oceans and
freshwater systems, by protecting ecosystem healthhabitat quality. However, while these fisheries
like all others, have the potential to pose coresgom problems, they are also crucial to the sofutihis

is especially the case since those engaged in -scal# fisheries typically have most at stake & th
stewardship of their fishing spaces, contributedantgmt local knowledge to fishery governance, ared a
on the front lines in facing the implications ofmfishery impacts on the world’s aquatic systenshs

as land-based pollution, industrial development thiedlike. This paper examines the role of smadlesc
fisheries in local-level community-based consenmatidescribing several conservation success stories
that are having positive impacts locally while atepresenting models that are being adopted elsewhe
While these conservation initiatives often opefatader the radar”, perhaps little known to inteioaal
agencies and national governments, they are coldytat least as effective as more large-scaleresff
This presentation draws lessons from these expmasethat are relevant to governments, the fishing
sector, coastal communities and beyond. A key ngessa that concrete support within fishery
governance for the conservation role of small-stiakeries can help multiply the conservation sases
many times.



