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Fort Vancouver National Historic

Site

Fort Vancouver Restoration
Scheduled
BY JULIA BUTLER HANSON

In April, 1966, under the terms of this
year's Appropriations Bill, which has already passed the House of Representatives
reconstruction of Fort Vancouver will
begin. National Park officials expect that
studies determining the scope of this will
be conluded by May. Plan approval and
preparation of specifications will be in
order by December. Bid advertising follows in January, 1966, with opening of
those bids schedules in February, 1966.
Shortly thereafter the contract will be
awarded to the successful bidders.

The Vancouver Fort site

been in London the previous June to
witness the ascension of young Victoria
to the British throne. James Birnie's
newly born daughter was immediately
christened Victoria in honor of the new
sovereign.

The house in which I live in Cathlamet
was, prior to the purchase by my grandfather, the property of Rose Birnie
Roberts and George B. Roberts, the wellknown former clerk of the Hudson's Bay
Company at Vancouver and later manager
of the Company's Cowlitz farm. Interestingly enough, Rose was, I believe, the
first immigration case in our State. She
landed at Fort Nisqually in 1850 on her
way to Cathlamet where she was to teach

contains

slightly more than 89 acres and when
completed, the restored stockade will appear exactly as the original did over 100
years ago with palisades approximately

15 feet high, 731 feet long, and 323 feet
wide. The old bastion, about 35 feet high,
will stand at the northwest corner and in
the east palisade will be the restored half

the several children of James Birnie's
large family, thus becoming Wahkiakum
County's first school teacher. Some of the
trees still standing in my own yard are
from the Fort and a few daffodils there

story bakery.

were planted by George Roberts 100
years ago.

Restoration and reconstruction of Old
Fort Vancouver has been one of my
deepest interests for many yars. It did not
begin when I came to Congress, but long

As many of you know, my writing was

largely in the juvenile field and I have
seen the ever-widening interest of young

ago when I began to do research in the

field of Northwest history.
My own town of Cathlamet was
founded by a former clerk of the Hudson's Bay Company, James Birnie, stationed first in 1818 at the Northwest
Company's Old Fort Spokane, then at the
Dalles, Fort Simpson, and finally at Fort
George. I knew his son Alec Birnie and
daughter Victoria and often visited in

people in our historical past. There is no
more fascinating record of this past than
in the Northwest. The Hudson's Bay
Company's western headquarters from
1825 to 1849 were at Fort Vancouver.
During those early years it was the source
of civilization, the crossroads of an interesting trade between Vancouver and the
eastern branch of the Company at York
factory on far-off Hudson's Bay
between the Sandwich Isles, Alaska, and the
old California ports of Yerba Buena and

their homes as a child.
One of the most interesting stories I
recall Victoria telling me was how she
secured her name. The annual Hudson's
Bay ship arrived at Fort George on June

Monterey

After the British flag went down, it

20th in the year she was horn. When the
captain came ashore with James Birnie,
his largest piece of news was that he had

became the major Northwest Army post.

President Ulysses S. Grant served here
as well as General Sherman. In the 30's
5

General George C. Marshall was the

cessfully secured the passage of H. R.
3283 which transferred Fort Vancouver
from monument status to historic status
a first step.

commander.
Since then I have worked in many ways
for restoration. Congress gave me the
widened opportunity and particularly
when I became a member of the Subcommittee on Interior in the Appropriations
Committee. Last Fall, when Secretary of
the Interior Udall was in Vancouver, you

One of the few remaining problems

Park Service officials have encountered
are the easement rights granted several
years ago to Pearson Aid Port, the city-

owned airport between the River and Fort
Vancouver.
On May 1, 1962, an agreement between
the Park Service and Vancouver City

will remember that I pressed then for inclusion of the Fort restoration program
in the Budget. In January I was delighted
to see that as an accomplished fact. The
Park Service and the Secretary met with
me in the Secretary's office one afternoon
to discuss details and from there is was
a matter of presentation to our Subcom-

officials modified this air easement so
that about one-fourth to one-third of the
northern part of the Fort will be a firststage development, making possible construction of 731 feet of the northern side

mittee, acceptance by it, and acceptance
by the Full Committee, then passage

of the stockade, approximately 130 feet
of the western side, and approximately
40 feet of the eastern side. I have no
doubt and every confidence that eventually plans between Park Service officials
and the City of Vancouver will make possible complete restoration.
I am grateful and feel highly privileged
that I have been able to play a small part
in rebuilding the Northwest's most interesting historic site.

through the House.
Seventeen years ago Congress author-

ized reconstrution of this historic site.
However, no funds were provided nor no
requests for them made. Apparantly Con-

gressional interest had ceased. However,
in 1961 during my very first full session
as a Member of the Interior and Insular
Affairs Committee of the House, I suc-

From a

FORT VANCOUVER
1845
drawing by Henry J. Warre. Position of artist was southwest of stockade.
Oregon Historical Society
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Missions Of The Mounted Rifles
Part I.
Power Politics and International Intrigue Behind The
Formation of the Regiment
1840-1846
BY LOUISE M. CLARK

By 1849 American citizens and British
subjects in the Oregon Country had long
expected the arrival of Col. Persifer
Smith, United States Army, expert tacti-

cian of mounted troops.2 As early

Such news proved to be premature,

however, as the route of Oregon's federal
mounted troops turned out to he an exceedingly long one. A detour to the

Mexican War postponed the troops' mission in Oregon for three years. After the
War with Mexico, the U. S. War Department definitely designated the Regiment
of Mounted Riflethen as the ones to make
the march to Oregon.g
Ostensibly this mission did not change
in those three years. At least the published
mission, that of building posts along the
Oregon Trail to protect the emigrants
from marauding Indians did not change.

as

September 27, 1846, Missouri observers
of the United States Capitol scene knew

that the War Department had acted on

the special congressional bill which
formed the Regiment of Mounted
Rifles.3 Under the above September date
a Mr. Charles Beal of Berry, Clay County,
Missouri wrote to Peter H. Burnett of
Oregon and California fame, then living
at Economy, Oregon "Territory", to tell
him news "hitherto unknown in Ore-

It is the real mission, howeverthe one
that everyone knew about, but which

gon."4 On June 30, 1847, Burnett forwarded this news to the editor of the

the Executive Branch of the U. S. Government would deny emphatically; the
one for which Congress had deliberately
passed a special bill to form the Regi-

Oregon Spectator, George L. Curry.

Quoting Beal, Burnett reported among
other items that the Oregon Regiment
of Dragoons was about being raised, and
there were two companies of them, then,
at Jefferson Barracks" (Missouri). This
regiment was "to he a splendid one, and
to be commanded by P. F. Smith of New
Orleans."5 Burnett then goes on to say,
"My friend very truly exclaims, 'How
your hearts will beat, when you see Col.
Smith and his regiment unfurl the beautiful stars and stripes in Oregon.' "5
The newspaper had already reported
Congress' May 19, 1846 passage of the
bill which had created the Oregon Regiment.7 With this knowledge already on
hand, Burnett had only to add the news,
"The dragoons were to have left the last
Spring for Oregon," to ensure a printing
in the Spectator.8

mentand the cirsis which precipitated
that formation which concerns Part I
of this series.
The Complex Mission
This complex mission, more psychological than physical, had five main
components: (1) To back up President

Polk's extended, exclusive U. S. claims
to Oregon ; (2) To emphasize to Great
Britain, the main challenger in Oregon,
and to other nations concerned, that the
United States intended to fight for those
extended and exclusive claims; (3) To
convince British authorities in Canada
as well as in England that United States
troops could arrive in Oregon from
across the American section of the continent faster than British troops could
7

without having latent suspicions of ulterior motives which had plagued other
negotiations on the matter since 1783.
Although Lord Ashburton had come

arrive by ship from any other part of
the Empire or from across Canada ; (4)
To give the American frontiersmen in
the Willamette Valley Settlement professional leadership against the combined
forces of British naval landing forces
and frontiersmen (Hudson's Bay Company gentlemen and servants) in the
expected clash of forces of those American frontiersmen and their Oregon Regiment of Volunteer Mounted Rifles.10
At the time in which Beal wrote his
letter to Burnett, the federal Mounted
Rifles (called "dragoons" by Beal) had
already accomplished the first three

to Washington with permission to discuss
the Oregon Question as well as the

knotty Northeastern one, the latter problem presented an alternative to immedi-

ate war whereas the former did not.

Indeed, a clash of arms between Imperial
troops and Massachusettes militia had
already begun.13 The negotiators had to
act immediately. They made a decision
To drag the Northwest Boundary question into the deliberation on which hung

components of this Congressional mis-

sion without

a

the decision of peace or war between
their two nations, would only clutter
up the issues and could even possibly

horse of the Regiment

having to place a hoof on Oregon sod.

On June 15, 1846, James Buchanan,
U. S. Secretary of State and Richard

prevent the ratification of their carefully
worked out peace treaty. Better to clear
up the threat, now, and take up "the

Pakenham, British minister in Washington signed an agreement which divided
the Oregon Country at the 49th Par
allel.11 This treaty, commonly called
the 1846 Treaty of Washington had
brought the crisis of the Oregon Question to a close, a crisis which two Presi-

sleeping dog," later.
That sixth sense which makes or
breaks commercial empires as well as
politicians served the two business associates well on this occasion.14 They
knew all too well that a battle for ratifi-

dents and the Congress of the United
States had openly provoked.

cation in their respective national legislatures would be on, once the self-ap-

The Provoked Crisis12
An .air of "something's-about-to-happen" hung over the 1844 campaign year
in the United States. Certain British
officials the minister to Washington,
D. C., the Governor General of the
Canadas, the Governor and Committee

pointed

the National
Honor" thought they could see either
negotiator's concession in the treaty. To
forestall any flanking movements of
these British and American "Cantankerousi" , these two merchants of peace
looked around for a method to "soft
sell." By a strange coincidence and two

of the Hudson's Bay Company, and that
Company's overseas Governorobserved
the usual pros-and-cons gyrations of an
American

political

campaign

sense of apprehension.

knowledgeable acquaintances, the negotiators produced two early diplomatic
maps believed to be used by the Revolutionary War peace commission in 1783.
Webster's map showed the settlement of
that year justified the British claims,
while Ashburton's s h o w e d American

with a

In 1842 Lord

Aberdeen, the Secretary of Foreign Affairs had managed to settle the Northeastern Boundary between New Brunswick and Maine by having the good
sense to send Lord Ashburton, a friend
of the United States Secretary of State,
Daniel Webster to negotiate the "pesky"
annoyances between the two countries
over the area there. Because of their
friendship these men knew and trusted
each

other,

and

"Protectors of

justification. The "Battle of the Maps"
carried the day and both countries ratified the Webster-Ashburton Treaty on
August 2, 1842.15
The aura of good feelings which
these two men had officially produced
did not last long. The American political scene had changed fast. By 1843
Webster no longer headed the State De-

could

respect each
other's duties fo his respective country
8

loartment. He had received his portfolio

institution" from spreading anyhere else

from the Whig President, William Henry Harrison. That gentleman had died
only a few weeks after taking the oath
of office.

in the world.18 His concern deepened
when, on the accidental death of Upshur,
Tyler appointed that arch-expansionist
and staunch supporter of slavery, John
C. Calhoun of South Carolina to take

The Vice President (John

Tyler) who succeeded Harrison had received his nomination from the Whigs
only as a political attempt to round up
southern votes.16

his place.
Pushed on by British abolitionists,
Aberdeen urged his minister in Washington, D. C. to find a foothold for negotiations with the Texans to prevent them
from joining the United States. He even
indicated that Great Britain would guarantee a loan for Texas' over-whelming
debt (a considerable part of which belonged to British creditors) , with one
string attachedthe abolition and prevention of slavery in that nation. Her
Majesty's Government would even guarantee the independence of the Republic
and protection of Mexican frontiers from
the United Statesif France would also
agree to Texan Independence, and the
fatal die was cast.19
When Tyler and Calhoun found out
about Aberdeen's attempt to gain aboli-

An ardent foe of

Henry Clay's "American System", Tyler

earned that man's undying hatred by
vetoing all the domestic legislation which

would have established the system. By
the time Webster and Ashburton met,
Webster

remained

resigned.

With that resignation Tyler

the only original
Whig appointment in the Presidential
Cabinet. After the successful ratification of his negotiations, Webster had

showed his true southern annexationist's
colors.

The first indication of ill-winds for
the British relationships came in the

appointment of Webster's replacement,
a Virginian and ardent expansionist, A.
P. Upshur. The new Secretary hardly
waited to sit down at his State Department desk before he started negotiations
with Sam Houston of Texas for the annexation of that Republic to the United
States. The B r i t i s h Foreign Office
viewed these negotiations with alarm.
If the United States gained Texas, then
that country could intrude upon California in which Her Majesty's Government and the Hudson's Bay Company

tion in Texas, their furious indignation
knew no bounds.20 Two thingsreally
the two sides of the same coinwhat
these men had always feared, the revolt
or release of the Negro slaves and a
place of refuge close to the South's

borders where such freed slaves could
band together and raise money and arms
to attack their former masters.21 Amidst
a scathing denouncement of Aberdeen's
interference and a ringing defense of
slavery, Calhoun saw to it that southern

had decided interests.17 Further, if California should ever fall to the Yankees,
Oregon would stand vulnerable from the
south. The Foreign Affairs Secretary
had a more personal reason for objecting to this expansion, however.
Victorian Humanitarianism had blown
into full bloom, and Lord Aberdeen
shone as one of its brightest blooms.

expansion supporters sent a treaty for
Texas Annexation to that House for

consideration. During the negotiation of
that treaty, the Tyler-Calhoun Combinturned their attention to the
London do-gooders who had almost upset their applecart.
ation

His concern in the Texas Question lay
in the fact that the great slave-holding

To the North the settlement of the
Border had developed
into several skirmishes of a prolonged

section of the United States, the South,
had spearheaded the annexation. The
British humanitarians had recently con-

Canadian-U.

S.

tug-of-war over the years. Although a

number of people grumbled about the
concessions the United States had made
to gain the Webster-Ashburton Treaty,
the managing to settle the New Bruns-

cluded a successful drive to outlaw
slavery in the British Empire, particularly in the British West Indies, and

the Earl wanted to prevent that "peculiar
9
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wick Maine differences without going
to war had entailed some skill. Tyler
felt that such skill had merit and the
American electorate would recognize its
value in the matters facing the nation
in this crucial period. He would use
the same threat of armed intervention to
protect

American

rights,

honor,

and

citizens' property on the Pacific Northwest as his predecessors had done in
regards to the Northeast section; embar-

anchored off Fort Vancouver on the
Columbia River.24 Her Mission ?"To
support British influence" in the Oregon
Country.25 Also to underscore a point:
Even passionate believers in the peaceful
negotiation method of settling international quarrels, as Peel and Aberdeen,
could reach a breaking point.

The President had made his threat of

armed forces, mounted troops which
could cross the plains, establishing posts
for a strong back-up force as they marched into Oregon. The Prime Minister

Sir Robert Peel's Ministry to the
point of settling the Oregon Question
in a manner favorable to the United
States' interests, and make a bid for the
rass

had answered the threat such U. S.
troops would meet the landing components of the British Navy waiting for them
on the Columbia River. Both Chief
Executives knew what they were doing.
Both knew they had their nations' sup-

Presidency in the coming 1844 political
campaign through his 1843 State of the
Union Message. He delivered this message to the Joint Session of Congress
on December 5, 1843.
This State of the Union Address had
certain passages in it calculated to make
any British Foreign Minister's hair stand

port.

Tyler based his actions on a series of

bills which the senator from Missouri,
Dr. Lewis Linn had introduced beginning with the one of January 8, 1841
as a joint resolution.26 The military
phases of his bill dated April 13, 1842,

on end. In the hopes of gaining overwhelming support for the expansionists
in the country, the President suggested
that Americans should look on Texas

and which the Senate passed in February
1843, caused great debate in the Senate,
and even greater comment in the British
Parliament and newspapers.
The leader of Peel's opposition, Lord
Palmerston said flatly that if this bill
passed, it would be an American declaration of war. Further he asserted that it
was the result of the British "give-away"
in the Ashburton-Webster Treaty that
caused all this trouble over the Pacific
Northwest, pointing out that even before the New Brunswick-Main Settlement started to operate, "new differences have arisen, and the old ones have
been revived." Palmerston added, "un-

and Oregon as two parts of one great
question of their right to expand to
their normal limits as a nation. After
careful examinations of reports, past and
present, the President said that he had

come to the conclusion that the rightful

border between the United States and
Canada stood at 54° 40'. Taking this
point into consideration, he therefore
recommended to Congress the passage
of a bill which would not only establish
military posts and stations along the

Oregon Trail and into Oregon itself, but
also increase the armed forces so that
mounted troops would back up the
American claim to the whole of Oregon.22
Lord Aberdeen understood perfectly
what the President said, as did his Prime
Minister, Sir Robert Peel. Shortly after
the contents of Tylor's speech reached
the Cabinet, the First Lord of the Admiralty issued on order to Rear-Admiral Sir

due concessions instead of securing peace,
only increase the appetite for agression.'

The British press had equally vehement statements to make. A Scotch newspaper stated that it regarded the fact
the United States Congress seriously
thought of "sending an armed force to

George Francis Seymour, Commanderin-Chief of the British Pacific Naval
Forces.23 On July 15, 1844, the 18gun HMS Sloop of War, Modeste,

occuupy the Oregon Territory," while
there still stood a question as to the
right of that country to do so as "an act
of insolence as one state can scarcely be
12

supposed to offer to another," Further,
such an act bespoke of only one thing the
Senators could have on their minds

A new phase of the crisis had begun
a phase as dangerously close to war
as ever the situation had been at the

time of the Webster-Ashburton nego-

war.

tiations over the Northwest Boundary;
a phase which initiated the final step in
the gradual deterioriation which caused

The LondOn Times agreed with Pal-

that Webster had out-maneuvered Asburton and declared: "Let us

merston

the international crisis and which would
determine the crisis mission of the
mounted troops intended for Oregon.

not negotiate with a people devoid of
the commonest principles of honor."

Furthermore the editor urged action be-

Deterioration of the Oregon Joint
Occupancy Cause of the Crisis31
By the time Tyler and Peel had
arranged for the U. S. Secretary of State,
Calhoun and the British Minister in
Washington, Richard Packenham, to take
up negotiations again, a certain relation-

fore the United States could outsmart
Great Britain again Government should
send a "fleet of heavy armed and well
manned steamboats to protect -British
rights on the Columbia."
Having delivered the armed troops
shocker, however, Tyler also announced
that the two countries' negotiators should
come to some happy solution without
appealing to arms.

ship unique in North American historical annals had rapidly declined. This
relationship summarizes as follows From
1815 the two nations with equally substantial claims to one section of territory
could not agree on which would have
exclusive ownership of that territory.32

He had, he said,

instructed the United States' minister to
London to remind Sir Robert Peel that

the Oregon Question stood unsettled,
and he, the President understood the
American people wanted to have it settled once and for all, peacefully if pos-

Consequently they agreed to occupy the
said territory jointly, opening the area
to colonization of both countries. In 1826
under renewal considerations, the contenders reserved the right to terminate
the relationship by a year's notice.

sible, but with determination to have all
that was coming to them.

Peel had to recover from shock. He
had bragged in Parliament that he and
his ministry dealt directly with the Exec-

Great Brition already had a premise
on which her nationals could work to
establish occupancy of the Oregon Country, for this was the nation which had
broken Spain's exclusive claim in the

utive branch of the U. S. Government
and did not have to worry about the extreme demands made in that national
legislature, the U. S. Congress, for home
consumption. Now, the Executive Branch

Pacific Northwest by Right of Discovery.

In this convention Spain finally agreed
that possession and occupancy of the
land, and not merely discovery repre-

of the Government had betrayed this
confidence in words just as extreme as
the Legislative Branch. No British Cabinet would dare to accede to those extreme American demands, not if they
wanted to stay in power. The British
people also wanted the Oregon Question
settled, but not at the price of giving

sented a nation's ownership of any given
territory.33 Following through on this

premise, His Majesty's Government took
the initiative in the occupancy and settlement of the Oregon Country.

Act of Parliament, dated July
2, 1821, the British extended the jurisdiction of Upper Canada in matters of
civil and criminal law to the Oregon
By an

up that to which she had as good a
claim as the Americans. Peace, Britannia

wanted, but she would not he bullied.
With these ideas in mind, Peel instructed
the Foreign Office to resume negotiations. Both sides had indicated that this
time no

Country, then allotted the administration

of the extended jurisdiction to a commercial monopoly, the Hudson's Bay
Company.34 This administration, based
on British Law would rule north of the

"Battle of the Maps" could

save the day.30

13

Columbia until 1846.35 The Act extended to the Company's officers the
position of Justice of the Peace with the
right to take depositions. Also these
officers had the right to make trade regulations and negotiations; laws governing the conduct of the Company's gentlemen and servants, and to provide military

Neither trappers or U. S. troops
attacked, however, and from 1821 1834

the Company was left relatively unmolested to develop its own policies.
Under the prominent leadership of such
officers as Peter Skene Ogden, Thomas

McKay, and John Work, the brigades
trapped out" the area ''south of the
Columbia and West of the (Rocky)
ff

protection to the Company's posts and

personnel from all corners, including
war-minded Indians or intruding nation-

Mountains," while permitting the beaver
and other fur-bearing animals to recruit
north of the 49th parallel .41 While the

als of other countries. In the latter role,
the officers and men of the posts constituted a British frontier militia.36
Under this commission from Government, the company expanded British occupancy in the Oregon Country north of
the Columbia River and to 54°-40'. This
expansion came about not only through
a system of trading posts, but also

London Governor, John Pelly and his

Committee; the Overseas Governor,
George Simpson ; the Columbia District
Chief Factor, Dr. John McLoughlin, and

Chief Trader James Douglas promoted

the Company's commercial

Clerks and Servants found and developed

much of the better farm, timber, and
grazing land in the area. The London

through farms, lumber mills, and various other diversified commercial interests

all connected by the brigade

Governor and Committee also deviated
from the traditional stand against Ser-

sys-

tem.37 At the hub of these interests

vants, retired or otherwise, settling in the

stood the capitol of British Oregon,

Indian Country. When American settlers
came, therefore, they found a well- established big business making money for its
investors through d i v e r s i f i e d interests
and by control of key industries.
American settlement into Oregon first
came in the very special form of mission-

Fort Vancouver, which the Company had
established on

interests,

the north side of the

Columbia River in 1825.
The Americans had no agency, as the
Hudson's Bay Company, in which to invest a semi-official government. With
the exception of Fort Astoria, the American fur trade did not help to substantiate
the United States' claim of occupancy by
erecting permanent forts in the disputed
area. Consisting of several competing

the Indians of the Willamette
Valley and the Snake Region (1834-

aries to

1840). They came to bring the Christian
Gospel to the Indians in Oregon, but
remained to become public relations personalities for the American settlement

"outfits" the field men preferred the
rendezvous system rather than the established post.38 Having their headquarters
at St. Louis, Missouri, the challengers bit
into the outer circle of the Indian territory from the east of the Rocky Mountains and ran competition hard against
the Company. This competition caused
the prices for furs to rise and trade goods
to go down. Such action cut into the
monopoly's profits.39 On contact these
rivals would always challenge the H.B.C.
men's right to be in the area ; always
threatened the Company with invasion
into and forced removal from the heartland of the British Fur Empire by U. S.
Federal troops or companies of trap
pers.4O

and competitors with the Hudson's Bay
Activities. Four years later, Douglas was
expressing his concern about these
peoples' activities. "If the eager spirit

of rivalry should unfortunately beget a
mutual hostility," he states, "their cause
will attract general sympathy, and by
raising the cry of persecution against
us, they may perhaps rouse the attention

of government to the subject."42 In the
early days a gentleman's agreement on
the part of these early settlers not to go
north of the Columbia River (a tacit
acknowledgement that the area belonged
to the British) preserved the peace and
harmony of the two settlements.
14

These early Yankees came to the Oregon Country without government encouragement or government jurisdiction.
They arrived in sporadic groups without
any particular system. The t rappers
looked to their leaders for authority, the
missionaries had their church government to carry out their business, but in
neither case did the State government

areas of large land owners, then defied
removal. As the financial panics of 1837
and 1839 effected the people of the
West the hardest, the news of fine cli-

mate, wonderful soil and the great possibilities of development, just for the
taking, attracted these people.
Like the army ants of the South American jungles, the Restless Americans began marching across the Plains and sailing on the American merchant ships to
Fort Vancouver, and into the Willamette
Valley. The advance parties arrived in
1840. With that arrival settlers crossed
over the north side of the Columbia. The
gentleman's agreement stood broken
a new era in the dual relationship had

exist. For all intents and jurposes, these
Americans had to look to the law alestablished in the country for
the law of Great Britain reporder
resented by the Hudson's Bay Company.
ready

As long as this dependence remained,
more or less harmony existed in the
Oregon Country. Deterioration in the
relationship began when the Americans

begun.

evolved a corollary to the British doctrine of sovereignty
when two nations

When the later American waves of
1841-1843 arrived in Oregon, they found
themselves in the role of "Johnniescome-lately." The Hudson's Bay Cornpany had the choice lands and also had
the power to keep them through British
Law and the Joint Occupation stipula-

have equal claim to a territory, and each
claimant has nationals in that territory,
the country which can secure the greater
number of nationals in the disputed area
will gain the ultimate sovereignty of that
area.

tion.45 In order to gain the lands for

When Douglas wrote his statements
about the Methodist missionaries, he had
reason for his concern. He knew that the
leader of that group, Jason Lee, had returned to the United States with a petition to the U. S. Congress to take charge
of the colony.43 In this year of 1838, he
also knew of the bill that the national

which they had traveled so many thousands of miles, they would have to act

legislature almost passed to build a military Post at the mouth of the Columbia

home also poured resounding resolutions
from their local assemblies to the national legislature. All had the same demand
the United States must extend its nation-

to

remove both the Treaty

of Joint

Occupation and British law and order.
The frustrated Americans began to
send angry letters home to the States

from which they had come and pithy
petitions to Congress. The States back

River, and that the possibility of such

an event occurring yet was still rumored
and was "receiving confirmation from
more authentic sources."44
A new danger threatened the fur empire, however, a danger more deadly to

jurisdiction over Oregon, establish
means of execution of U. S. civil and
criminal law, and send these American
citizens the means of protection of their
rights and property. In the language of
al

it and the Canadian Border settlement
than any federal troops or groups of

in the language of 1965, such
protection meant armed intervention of
1843 as

trappers
the "Restless Americans"
from the frontier states of the Union had
read the Oregon Missionaries' propaganda and were on the march. They represented danger to the British interests
because these were the men whose own
people called "squatters," the ones who
in the United States over ran undeclared
land or took up claims on unprotected

the United States military forces.
The Executive Branch of the United
States Government made reconnaissance
into the disputed area in preparation for
the

time that

the

legislative branch

should decide to use military intervention there. President Jackson had sent a
naval intelligence officer disguised as a
15

correctly. Besides, up until 1839, most
people in the know" considered the
subject of taking Oregon revolved
around a few leading lights who had
an anti-British mania and whose following on the subject amounted to the
I'crackpots'' and political "lunatic

traveler to Oregon in 1836-37, Lt. William
A. Slacum.46 His report read more like
a propaganda pamphlet than an official
account. This writing called the attention

of the Secretary of State, John Forsyth
( and later Congress) to, among other
things, the fertile land and desirable
timber in Oregon; to prospective naval
harbors in the Puget Sound area; to the
fact that the H.B.C. officers encouraged
Indian slavery and gave Indians guns
and ammunition, and to the Ccmpany's
"possession of four forts on the Columbia and two on the Willamette."47
In 1838 Van Buren's administration
sent Lt. Charles Wilkes on a world-wide
scientific cruise with a fleet and orders
to investigate Oregon. In following out
his orders, the Lieutenant reported back
to the Secretary of the Navy, A. P. Upshur. In this 1842 report he confirmed

fringe."
With more people going to Oregon,
however, political attitudes changed. In-

dication of the change reached Oregon
when Dr. Elijah White, who had served
the Methodist Mission in the Willamette
Valley until he had disagreed with the
missionaries there, returned to the area
from the United States with a commission as a United States Indian agent
from the Secretary of War. He also
came

with the news that A m e r i can

federal troops would follow the next

year.50 When the emigration of

Slaf."2rn's evaluation of the territory; stood

1843

came, Lt. John C. Fremont of the Topographical Engineers (and son-in-law of

firm against the settling of the Boundary
Question on less than 54°-40' because of
military and naval positions, especially
since the proposed 49th parallel would
endanger, in his opinion, the Puget
Sound area ; suggested the establishments
of posts in the heart of the country in

the arch-expansionist, Senator Thomas
Hart Benton of Missouri) arrived on the
Columbia with a "scientific" expedition

complete with a six pound howitzer.
This expedition was only a "fishing"
tour to be sure, but it was a beginning.
The waves of Oregon immigrants had
made themselves felt by their very numbers both in their home state legislatures and Congress, because enough of
them had written their complaints, not
only to those bodies, but to their friends
and relatives as well. Many of these

the Walla Walla District; down-played
the H. B. C. posts as military posts ; expressed a doubt that the gentlemen of
the company would or could fight a
war.48 In addition Lt. Wilkes states:
"The permanent land force I conceive
necessary to keep this territory quiet and

peaceable would be one company of
dragoons and one of infantry, say 200

protests came in the form of petitions
and/or resolutions. Iri the beginning

men." 4 9

and even as late as 1841 most of these
petitions merely asked for protection as

Undoubtedly these two reports played
a large measure in gaining key support
from the growing clamor of ending the
Joint Occupation Treaty. Through 18211843 the majority of Congress, either in
one house or the other, or both, defeated
the proposed Oregon bills on the primary basis that such action conflicted
with the spirit if not the definite stipulations of the Joint Occupation Treaty,
and would cause trouble with Great

is

indicated in the following "Petition

of Citizens of Alabama Praying the Aid
and Protection of the General Government in forming a settlement

in the

Oregon Territory:"
That it is in contemplation to form a
company of emigrants in this neighborhood, to make a settlement in the southern part of Oregon, on the Pacific
.
Although it might be desirable to have
an armed force stationed in the territory.
by Government, the emigrants do not
propose to ask any other protection than
.

Britain. The clamor which rose in the
British Isles in 1843 when the Bill nearly passed

indicated that Congressional
moderates had evaluated the situation
16

.

the national character and the occasional
'isit of an armed ship
.50
Popular support in the states bordering Canada began to show signs of having a different attitude towards the use
of troops in the Oregon Country, however. The case of Indiana is typical of
what was happening in those areas of
the United States most affected by the
"Oregon Fever." On February 10, 1843,
the U. S. Senate heard a resolution from
the Assembly of Indiana admonishing
.

those

resentatives in an even more strongly
worded resolution against the British in
Oregon. This resolution shows that
within one year the role of federal troops
had changed in the popular mind from
a role of "protection" of emigrants to

.

that of offensive ''protection" of those
setting up the occupation and organization of the Oregon Country as an American Territory:
Whereas the district of the country
known as the Territory of Oregon rightfully belongs to our National GovernMent; and whereas the insatiative avarice
and grasping spirit of the British Government seem already directed to its subjection and conversion; and whereas the

moderates who showed regard

about offending Great Britain by sending
troops and establishing posts to Oregon"
Whereas, it should serve to propel
immediate action on the part of the Gen-

eral Government, that late negotiations
with Great Britain left some conflicting
aims

slightest in
of national right
is a prelude to more high-handed and
audacious aggressions: Therefore, Be it
resolved, That our Senators in Congress
be instructed, and our Representatives be
requested, to use their proper instrumentality to provide for the immediate occupation, organization and adequate def ense of the Oregon Territorypeaceably if we can, forcibly if we must.52

unsettled. in relation to certain

boundaries west of the Rocky Mountains;
and it is firmly believed, from published

evidences, that the validity of the title
of the United States to the right of
domain and exclusive jurisdiction between the forty-second and forty-ninth
parallels of north latitude, embraced in
the Oregon Territory, has been clearli
established; and the immediate occupation of said Territory requires civil and

Events in Oregon had brought about
this change. As almost in answer to
Slacum's visit, a British naval scientific
expedition under the command of Captain Edward Belcher, R.N. arrived at

military protection:
Resolved by the General Assembly of
the State of Indiana, That our Senators
in Congress be instructed and our Representatives requested to use their best
endeavors to advance every proper measure calculated to enable and induce the
Executive of the United States to take
possession of, and organize a civil Gov-

Fort Vancouver on July 16, 1839. He

and his command, the two 'surveying"
ships, Sulphur and Starling stayed in
Oregon waters until September 12th.
They surveyed the lower Columbia River

with emphasis on the troublesome bar
at its mouth.53 Perhaps with a twinge
of self-conscious guilt from the knowledge of their own intrigues, the Americans saw a hidden motive in the arrival
of these ships. The British would try to
seize the whole country and destroy the
American colony on the Willamette. The
Americans again sent a petition to Congress for help, the direct result of which
was the Linn Bills of 1841-42.
The Yankee colonists did not wait for
the U. S. Government to act on this petition or those instructions and requests
coming from the state legislatures. Too
many bills for military assistance had

ernment within the country west of the
Rocky mountains, called the Territory
of Oregon ; and as a due regard to
peaceful relations with every other nation
can not require of the United States be
sufficiently strong to establish and maintain such fortifications and posts to protect said Territory, as may be deemed
proper and necessary; and if the army
should need some increase for the service
mentioned, to authorize such increase as
he may deem expedient.51
A year later,

the Assembly of the

same state addressed the House of Rep17

the crux of the crisis revolved around

been offered and tabled for them to rely
on swift action from that body. The
colonists wanted action now. Americans

the following facts:
1. The relationship between the nationals of the Joint Occupation countries
had deteriorated to the point that all
that was necessary to finish the nullification of the agreement was the termination of it by one or the other contracting

in Texas had formed an independent
government, why couldn't they do the
same ? In spite of the advice of visiting
Lt. Wilkes, U.S.N., the protagonists for

American extension attempted to form
a government of their own. The H.B.C.
Chief Factor McLoughlin, Canadians,
and those who listened to Lt. Wilkes
refused to support the move. The coalition of these groups defeated the move-

parties.
2.

The determination of the United

States' nationals to have exclusive domain
over the Oregon Country brought about

this deterioration.

The leaders of the American nationalists who put forth these claims

ment.

3.

With the influx of 1842 and 1843

had appealed to their home government
for military forces, ostensibly to defend
American citizens, their rights, and their
property, but in actuality to back up an
American occupation of the whole Oregon Country, seizing portions of the area
occupied by the second contracting party,
Great Britain.
4. The occupying power for the Brit-

immigration and the passing through the
territory of American troops under Lt.
Fremont, however, the situation changed.
With an overwhelming pro-extensionist
population and the knowledge that
American mounted troops could come
through the Rocky Mountains, the colonists formed a provisional government, in
1843. Even though this new government
did not have the strength to provide for
a militia, the American super - patriots
did not feel dismay. They considered
themselves minutemen capable of banding together to protect their own against
all corners. In "the detached and distant
situation of Oregon, far from the popu-

ish,

resisted American exclusive claims and
had appealed to its home government
for armed intervention.
5. Both Home Governments had sent
military intelligence agents and various
armed forces to the Oregon Country for
the purpose of upholding their respective citizens' rights and protection of

of the country," they said,
the main dependence of the Govern-

lous parts

ment for its defense must be on citizen
soldiers, residents of the country, im-

their property.

6. A misunderstanding of intentions,
or a provoked incident between the respective citizens, government agents, or

pelled by every motive of interest as
well as of patriotism, to protect the
national interest, while defending their
own
.5 4 From the utterances made
in Congress and the actions taken by that
.

the Hudson's Bay Company, had

military forces could plunge the two

contracting nations into total war.
In such an atmosphere Richard Packenham, British Minister to Washington
faced John C. Calhoun across the nego-

.

national legislative body, as well as the
utterances of the Presidents of the United
States, these Americans knew what their
nation's interests werethe whole of the
Oregon Country, and it was their patri-

tiation table. The minister had come
with a serious intent to negotiate. Peel's
party, the Conservatives had come to

otic duty to see that she gained it. As a
member of citizens of Ohio put the matter, Our patriotism and national honor
demand that we keep and protect every
inch of our country, be it where it

power as a peace party, and their continuing in control of Her Majesty's
Government depended on their maintaining that peace throughout the Empire.
Aberdeen had instructed the British
Minister to make an honorable compromise, if possible, not only for the sake
of peace, however. The British feared

may."55
By the time the international negotiators began to meet in 1844, therefore,
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the American expansionists' time table
first
to spread to the Pacific Coast
Texas, next Cal i fornia.56 With the
wresting of California from a weak
Mexican Government, the Americans
would have .a second route of invasion
into the Oregon Country. Better to gain

Calhoun's justification of the Texas annexation as a slave state.61 These facts
became evident to those persons who
watched the Whig convention at Baltimore. The American System Set overwhelmed all corners on May 9, 1844,
and nominated their man unanimously.
When it came time for the Democrats

those areas north of the 49th parallel
still most valuable to the British trade

to nominate, the Whigs and "those in
the know" sat back. It was a forgone

and to negotiate for trading rights in
the threatened area, while such an opportunity existed. Thus Aberdeen told
Packenham that he personally would
settle for the 49th parallel which the
American Commissioner of the 1826
negotiations, Albert Gallatin, had offered. The Tyler Administration had
to make some concessions, however, one
would be the whole of Vancouver

conclusion that Martin Van Buren would
he nominated. Then the unexpectedly

courageous thing happened. "Little Van"
did not believe in the Texas Annexation
and said so in a letter addressed to the
Democrats just before the gathering of
the Party, also at Baltimore.62 Just
twenty-six days after Clay's nomination,
second unexpected thing happened.
"A 100 to 1 shot, a dark horse," from
out of no where suddenly overtook the
a

Island.57
The British guessed right on the Texas
Question, but hoped wrong on the Oregon Dispute. Calhoun did not actually
want war over Oregon, because such a

favorite in the political race. On May
28th, a former Speaker of the House of
Representatives and Governor of Tennessee, James K. Polk, came out as the
Democratic nominee.63 The Democratic
Platform came out with a direct call to
arms for "re-annexation of Texas, and
the re-occupation of Oregon," and the
crisis came to a climax as the result of

war would interfere with the American
concentration on the Texas Annexation,
but neither did he intend serious nego-

tiation.58 He played with Packenham
as a cat would a mouse before pouncing.
Packenham started out with the British
offer of the Columbia River as the
boundary, Calhoun insisted on the 49th
parallel. When he became aware that
the British would settle for this line,

an

American

presidential

campaign

through the expansionists' psychological
warfare against Great Britain.
Psychological War Fare Leads To The
Climax Of The Crisis

and the question revolved only around
two concessions the British wantedfree
navigation on the Columbia River and
the possession of Vancouver's Island

While the annexation of Texas may
have been the main issue in the 1844

Calhoun offered one concession then the
other, but Packenham could never draw

presidential campaign, the friends of

Oregon expansion had laid their plans
well for this political campaign. They
spoke at every meeting and rally they
could, and what is more they published.
They had collected together the memor-

him into conceding both of them at the
same time.59 The reason for this action
lay in the belief that the United States
would gain the whole of Oregon through
overwhelming American immigration
and through British default, if he could

ials, petitions, resolutions and speeches
of Senators and Representatives made to
Congress on behalf of their scheme.64

just string out the negotiations long

They published this collection in pamphlets and distributed them liberally
throughout the nation.
Of course the promoters of Oregon
Fever had published some of this prop-

enough.60
Time ran out for Calhoun, however.
No matter what Tyler said or did, the
American Whigs never forgave him for
sabotaging their beloved idol, Henry
Clay, and his American System, nor
could the northern abolitionists overlook

aganda even before the campaign, and
emigrants of the 1843-1844 waves even
19

the popular support for the termination
of the Joint Occupancy:
Whereas the territory of Oregon extending from the 42d to and beyond the
54th degree of north latitude, upon the
coast of the Pacific ocean, is a part of
the United States, Territory, the title to

had some with them when they arrived
at Fort Vancouver. From these emigrants
Dr. McLoughlin managed to obtain

copies of most of the pamphlets. The
Chief Factor enumerated them as he
came across themReport of Representative Caleb Cushing, Chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee, Report of
Captain Josiah Spaulding, Lt. Slacum's
Report, Hall Jackson Kelley's "narrative,"

and Nathaniel

Wyeth's

which is not obscured by a single doubt;
and whereas our hardy pioneers and fellow citizens are there with their flock

and herds, their rifles and bibles, and
all the incipiency of the social state,
forming a portion of that great com-

"re-

marks.''65
The writers slanted these undertakings
in a manner calculated to appeal to every
American traditional prejudice then
known. The Hudson's Bay Company was
British and a monopoly; its officers supplied arms and ammunition to Indians
for the purpose of annihilating Americans; the H.B.C. men ill-treated settlers,
the trappers, and sea-traders who were
United States Citizens ; they sanctioned
Indian slavery; they even slaughtered the
Indians (These writings were just as

extending from the wrested
bounds of Madawaska on the east, to the
mouth of the Columbia on the west; and
munity,

whereas the nation who, by her diplomatic skill and system of national aggrandizement, made the encroachment upon
our northeastern territory, has a band
of trappers, hunters, and dependents
with a few stockades and some trading
establishments, by which they influence
and overawe the aborigines and hold
possession of a large portion of the Oregon Territorys and
Whereas, by our treaty stipulations
with Great Britain, we are bound to
give twelve months' notice of our intention to occupy said territory, which must

confused on the Indian question as it
sounds) ; and finally the British had the
audacity to be on ground, cutting timber,

and grazing cattle which the Americans
claimed for themselves.66 Dr. McLoughlin wrote many letters in his last days at
Fort Vancouver defending himself, his
Company, and his men, but the expansionists did not want to hear any defense.
They wanted Oregon, they wanted it
now, and they didn't care what propaganda they used to reach that goal.
Not taking the trouble to try to understand Calhoun's technique through negotiation, these people regarded this technique as a cover-up for weakness, and
an unwillingness to fight for Oregon

be considered by the member of the
holy alliance not only as a friendly invitation for a false claimant to withdraw,
but for them also not to interfere in our
just and legal territorial acquisitions, but
to remain at home, on the other side of

the Atlantic, securing their own posses-

sions and strengthening their feudal
tenures with lead and gunpower, without
conferring a single boon upon the aspirants for freedom:
Therefore, Be it resolved by the Gen-

because it was in non-slave territory.

eral Assembly of the State of Illinois,

Consequently they rejected diplomacy as
Great Britain's "old mode" of preventing the Americans from occupying

That our Senators be instructed, and our
Representatives requested, to use their
best endeavors to procure the passage of
a resolution in Congress, to give notice

their undoubted rights."67
Although written somewhat after the
political campaign itself, the following
R esol ut i on illustrates the "high feelings" towards Great Britain during the
time and immediately after which gained
the West's vote for Polk and which gave

to Great Britain of the intention of the
United States to be the sole occupants
of the said territory of Oregon.68
The people who wrote such a Resolution wanted a man of action; a man who
would leave no stone unturned to obtain
20

Oregon for the United States. The
American electorate decided that James
Polk filled the bill. Tyler pushed the
Texan annexation treaty through the Sen-

particular and have, in consequence, been
compelled, for their own security and
protection, to establish a provisional
government for themselves."71
Polk pointedly gives an outline of the

ate on the strength of Polk's election,
then everyone waited to see what the
new President would do for Oregon. His

British laws and privileges which the
Act of July 2nd, 1821 conferred for regulating the fur-trade and establishing a

inaugural speech crowned the expansionists' efforts. He stated that it was his
duty as the Chief Executive of the United

criminal and civil jurisdiction within
certain parts of North America. This
Act, Polk said, granted protection of

States to "maintain, by all constitutional
means, the right of the United States to
the portion of our territory which lies

British laws and British judicial tribunals
while the American citizens in the same
territory have enjoyed no such protection
from their government. The type of protection he wanted for the emigrants, the
Chief Executive defined as follows:
For the protection of emi grants,
whilst on their way to Oregon, against
the attacks of the Indian tribes occupying
the country through which they pass, 1
recommend that a suitable number of
stockades and blockhouse forts be erected
along the usual route between our frontier settlements on the Missouri and the
Rocky mountains,. and that an adequate

beyond the Rocky Mountains." He left
no doubt that our title to the country of

Oregon is clear and unquestionable." He
then gave the hint of the American
Corollary to the doctrine of soverignty
"already are our people preparing to
perfect that title by occupying it with

their wives and children."69 Further he
called on Congress to furnish U. S. protection to those emigrants. To all who
heard or read this speech, no doubt re-

mainedPolk would have Oregon, and
he would back it up with troops.
Nine months were spanned between
his inaugural day and the time the Presi-

force of mounted riflemen be raised to
guard and protect them on their jour-

dent made his first State of the Union
message. During that time, his western

ney.72
Despite Polk's pious representations

expansionist Secretary of State, James
Buchanan took up negotiations with
Richard Packenham. When Buchanan offered him nothing more than had Cal-

that "the immediate adoption of these
recommendations by Congress will not
violate the provision of the existing

treaty," and that it will be doing noth-

houn, the British Minister lost his ternper and told Buchanan that such a proposal was not acceptable. Further he
hoped that the Americans would have
something more acceptable for the British people.70 As neither negotiators
would move from their positions, the
Secretary of State reported to the President that nothing more could be done.
In his State of the Union Message,
Polk now placed the blame on Packenham for refusing to compromise, and
called on Congress to give notice of
termination of Joint Occupancy. He also
stated that "beyond all question, the protection of our laws and our jurisdiction,
civil and criminal, ought to be immediately extended over our citizens in Oregon." They have had "just cause to
complain of our long neglect in this

ing more for American citizens than

British laws have long since done for
British subjects in the same territory,"
the Britons concerned didn't believe it.73
From the British Ministry in Washington, to the Canadian Capitol at Mon-

treal, and in London itself these statements on the Oregon Question by the
new President meant WAR.

The British Prepare
A Defense Of Oregon
To the British, the whole matter of
the Oregon Question had now taken an
anti-climatic turn. At George Canning's
request, the Hudson's Bay Company had

built Fort Vancouver as an answer to

President Monroe's threat to re-occupy

Fort Astoria as

military Post in
1824.74 The British brigades still ex-
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s ubj

plored the Frazier's River and the upper
sea coast in the hopes of finding a central
depot farther away from possible Ameican settlement. In 1827 when the Americans refused the H. B. C. sponsored
boundary line of north of the Columbia
River, the London Committee decided to
expand south of the Columbia in order
to have something more to bargain with

if and when the time came to do

ects o f

'firm protection in their

rights' "77 The America carried at least
one marine for a Captain Parke went
with Lt. William Peel, a close relative
of the British Prime Minister on orders
from the ship's Captain to Fort Vancouver for the purpose of consulting with
Dr. John McLoughlin and James Douglas
on the defense of British Oregon.78
Arriving at the fort, they found there
two Army officers sent by Sir Charles
Metcalfe, Governor of Canada. These
two soldiers were Henry J. Warre, Lt.
of the Fourteenth Regiment and Lt. Mervin Vavasour of the Royal Engineers.
They had traveled the length of the Hud-

so.

When the settlement became threatening
in 1838, Pe Ily called home the overseas

governor and the chief factor of the
Columbia Department for a council on
ways of handling the threatened invasion.
The following year Captain Belcher
sailed to Fort Vancouver. In 1844 at the

son's Bay Company's establishments from
Ste. Marie to Fort Vancouver and other
posts on the Pacific Coast for the purpose of determining the practicability of
establishing military posts and stations
along the main traders' routes with every
intention of sending troops to those
stations.7 9

first sign of the U. S. Executive jangling
the saber, Her Majesty's Government had
dispatched a man of war to the troubled
area. Now the time had come to call back
Simpson and go into details for the defense of the whole Northwest Province.
Because of its charter and monopoly
in the area, the Hudson's Bay Company
had the responsibility of defense of British claims from Sault Ste. Marie west
to the mouth of the Columbia River75
Simpson suggested that the brigades
under the leadership of regular officers
be used on both sides of the Rocky
Mountains. He proposed to utilize the
trading posts as regular military forts.
Already Dr. McLoughlin had suggested
that at least one warship, if not two, be
sent to the Columbia River. Simpson
recommended that the Modeste return to
the Columbia and at least one other ship
go to the Puget Sound. Also these ships
should have their full compliments of
Royal Marines. Further, on Simpson's

These British military and naval intelligence officers made a combined investigation which was conducted "with
a view that H.M. government should be
informed of the actual state of affairs,
and to ensure protection to British subjects of their rights."80 Among the many
military-political details about Fort Vancouver and Cape Disappointment, the

commander of the America, Captain John
Gordon (the younger brother of the

Earl of Aberdeen) found the most

dis-

turbing item. In June 1845 the Provisional Government in Oregon made up pri-

marily of Americans had sent a memorial to Congress demanding the United

States Government send military forces,
both army and navy, to Oregon for the

return home to Canada, two British
Army Officers would take up a special
assignment. Traveling in complete sec-

protection

of

American citizens and

property, because they had neither militia or military posts in the country.81
With the anti - British feelings in the
United States pitched at the height it
was, this memorial meant trouble if it
fell into the hands of the Oregon ex-

recy, they would make a reconnaissance

of the Oregon Country for the purpose
of determining the best way of putting

Simpson's suggestion into action.76
The Admiralty had already alerted
the Chief of British Naval Forces of the
boiling trouble in Oregon. Admiral Seymour dispatched the America, in February, 1845 to that area for the express
purpose of assuring
Her Majesty's

pansionists in the U. S. Senate. To Captain Gordon's mind the question before
the British authorities was not so much
if Congress would grant the petition for
troops but when the United States Gov22

ernment would grant it. For when the
American settlers "became possessed of
a military force, acts of serious aggression
will immediately follow."82

he could not find it to he "a matter of
indifference that a large territory, to which
we have a better and a juster title, should
he yielded to what I must call a blustering announcement on the part of the
President of the United States."87
These remarks are rather mild corn-

In his own report of the situation to
Sir George Seymour, dated October 19,
18-=0, Gordon mentioned the fact that

pared to those presented on the floor of

"when the. (American) emigrants have

the Senate by Magnum of North Carolina who called Great Britain "a proud,
arrogant, and grasping enemy"' who was
threatening to trample "American rights

their petition granted and a military force
at their disposal, they will no doubt
employ it in a most unscrupulous man ner. "83

He emphasized this point three
days later when he again wrote a cover
letter to the report of Lt. Peel, again ad-

and honor."88 Lord Russell's unprecedented attack on the head of state of a

presumeably friendly power in Parliment
on the one hand, and the equally unseemly language which Senator Magnum
had used to villify a supposedly friendly
nation from the floor of the U.S. Senate
reflected the pitch to which propagandists had carried a bitter controversy.

dressed to Seymour.84 Gordon hurriedly
dispatched Peel to London on the first
ship out because "the length of time before H.M. Government are put in pos-

session of such interesting information, is
of serious consequence."85
And well he might consider the information so ! By the time the younger Peel
reached his relative's office, Polk had
called for the termination of the Joint

The Situation In Oregon

Generally speaking the Warre-Vavasour and the Gordon-Peel Reports gave a

Treaty of Oregon Occupation; Thomas
Hart Benton had submitted the Oregon
Memorial, and among other bills on the

picture of the immediate controversy in

Oregon. Through long occupation of the
land, the Hudson's Bay Company held
much property throughout the Oregon
Country. "Desperate Characters" avow-

Oregon question, Boston's colleague from
Missouri presented an omnibus bill. This
bill called for not only terminating the
Joint Occupancy, but also for setting up
three uses of armed forces in the Oregon
Country: federal troops to aid and protea American emigrants ; organization of
Oregon militia with federal arms for
American self-defense, and small detachments of soldiers to establish the mail
to Oregon.86
When the younger Peel arrived in London, he found that the British Parliament
had taken exception to Polk's address and
the action of their counterparts in the

edly anti-British now threatened these

lands and possessions.89 On the north
side of the Columbia River, inside their
bastioned Fort Vancouver the gentlemen
of the "Honorable Company" together
with their trappers, hunters and other

Company Servants prepared

to take

their stand, hopelessly outnumbered by
American emigrants who had come by
the thousands across the American Plains,
through the Rocky Mountain passes,
down the Columbia River to the haven
of the British Fort.
Most of these people felt indebted
to the Company men for the help extended to them, yet they represented in
their very presence in the area the latent
power to utterly destroy their benefactors.
Expansionists at home had saturated

American Congress. Lord John Russell

stated that "The President of the United
States has made . . a preemptory claim
to the whole of this territory." Further,
Polk had not only "claimed the whole
possession of it for the United States,"
but he also had "in an unusual manner
called upon the people "of his country"
with their wives and children to occupy
that territory." To this claim and action,
his Lordship took strong exception, for
.

them with the belief that Oregon

be-

longed to the United States exclusively.
Unscrupulous speculators had pictured

the Hudson's Bay Company as a tyrant
who had the Indians under complete
23

to fight for their lives and build a fort.
They also brought Fremont and his
group to protect them. During Fremont's
stay in Oregon, the Company men discovered an American plot to take Fort
Vancouver.95 The plotters needed only
an excuse to call on the American troops
exploring" the area. Because H. B. C.
management took great pains to prevent
a "plausible Pretext" for such an event,
and had won over enough of the settlers
through their kindness to keep them at
least neutral, the plan failed. Now two
years later, things had changed.
British ships of war patrolled the
Pacific Northwest waters. The cornmander of one, the America, had published a declaration to the effect that
"England was determined to protect her
subjects and their interests in the Territory." The anchoring of the H M S
Modeste at Fort Vancouver, and the announced intention of its Captain Thomas
Baillie to winter there underscored the
point. The American settlement felt
threatened. In thinly veiled threats

control, who would unleash the savages
on them at will to wipe them out. Professional patriots had convinced them
that they would be doing their Amencan patriotic duty if they wiped out the
representative of a foreign power.90
On a whole, however, when they found
out these matters untrue or exaggerated,
the Americans settled in the Willamette
Valley peacefully and to live in apparent
harmony with the Hudson's Bay Com-

pany people.91 Yet, Dr. McLoughlin
pointed out to the London Governor

and Committee that "though the large
mass of the Immigrants" were friendly
to them, yet it was certain that there
were "several among them who have an

antipathy" to them, "merely from national feeling."92 It would take little on the
part of "designing individuals" to in-

flame that antipathy to flaming hatred.
There existed in the American Immigration, also, a certain lawless element, who
declared the men who opened the great
Pacific Northwest to be interlopers.93
Those who made such a declaration as
an excuse to overun H.B.C. lands, steal
the Company's property, insult the Cornpany's officers, steal their property, and
then to send word to their homeland for
military help to complete the job. The
patience of the gentlemen of the Fort
had worn thin.

towards representatives of foreign
powers, the Provisional Governor,

George Abernathy, asked the provisional
legislature for an efficent militia and received authorization for such an organization. The Oregon Volunteer Mounted
Rifles, known as the Oregon Rangers,
fifty strong and well armed needed only
the leadership of a Fremont to start an

Incidents had been

avoided, but anything could happen.
American Troops Expected

attack on the British Fort.97 And Fremont was on his way ! To counteract the
British naval threat, the U.S. Department of the Navy had sent the American
Commodore, John D. Sloat to the Paci-

Ware and Vavasour expected the United States to send federal troops to the
area. They knew of Lt. Col. Stephen
Watts Kearney and his 300 Dragoons
who had escorted the American immi-

gration of 1845

fic with a squadron of fighting ships.98

American citizens and British subjects
waited, braced for what could happen.
Simpson, the London Governor and
Committee and the Peel Cabinet itself

the South
Pass, "ostensibly for the protection of
as far as

the said emigrants from the hostile
bands of Indians infesting the eastern
plains."94 The officers regarded this
escort duty as a dry run, a forerunner
of the actual sending of federal troops

had ordered the local British to take only
defensive action in the disputed territory
To those concerned, such an order did
not mean to stand idly by and do nothing.
Ware and Vavasour drew up a detailed
plan for military action. They recommended five places for British troop occupation: (1) Cape Disappointment and
Point Adams at the mouth of the Co-

to Oregon. They also believed that Fremont would lead such a troop. This expectation was plausible. Because of the
propaganda against the Hudson's Bay
Company, the emigration of 1843 had
come with the full expectation of having
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lumbia River

(2) Puget Sound

as a

tion of $1,000,000 to build military forts
from the Missouri River to the Rocky
Mountains." 100

staging area for troops landing from
the ocean; (3) Fort Vancouver; (4)
Oregon

City and (5) the Dalles. They

Ware and Vavasour expressed much

chose these five points because they saw
the United States moving to Oregon in

concern about Cape Disappointment. To
prevent Lt. Fremont from seizing it, or
the United States from secretly obtaining
it without "Her Majesty's Government"
knowing about it, the two intelligence
officers urged some one of the H.B.C.
gentlemen to buy the Cape in his name
from the American then owning it.

Fremont would
come from the south over the route by
which he had returned to Missouri from
Oregon in 1843-44. His would be the
small, infiltrating force from the south.
This troop would supply the needed
leadership to the frontiersman, take and
hold a strategic foothold such as Fort
a

pincers movement

Peter Skene Ogden made the purchase.
The British Lieutenants gave as the reason for this exceptional action not only
Fremont's anticipated arrival but also the

Vancouver, or even better, Cape Disappointment. A hold of the latter place
would give control over the mouth of the
Columbia River and would prevent troop
carriers or supply ships from reaching

fact that the House of Representatives,
U. S. Congress, had "brought forward a
bill' in February, 1845 which would

Fort Vancouver.
The next step would swing the main
body of forces, probably, mounted troops,
through the South or Emigrant Pass. That

organize Oregon as a United States Territory.101
Fremont did not arrive as anticipated.

As the emigrants had reported, he was
on the march from California and had
entered Southern Oregon in the Klamath
Lake region. At this point an unexpected
turn of events detoured the American
intelligence officer. A special messenger
from President Polk, Lt. Archibald Gil-

the United States intended to do something of the sort, Ware and Vavasour
had proof. They purused a special report
of William Wilkind, Secretary of War
to Polk's predecessor, Tyler, which
recommended the forming of a territorial
government on the east side of the Rocky
Mountains which would extend from

lespie,

the Kansas River to the Rocky Moun-

sage from the Commander in Chief. This
message turned the "Pathfinder from his
Oregon destination back to the California Sacramento Valley to await events

disguised as

merchant had
reached him and delivered a verbal mes-

tains. along the Wind River chain of
Mountains south to the headwaters of the
Arkansas River and back to the mouth

a

which would climax in the Americans

of the Kansas, taking in the headwaters
of the Mocho and Osage Rivers."99

overthrowing the Mexican authorities in
Sonoma and Commodore John F. Sloat
raising the Stars and Stripes in San Francisco. What did Gillespie tell Fremont?
Did the message convey the news of the

The Secretary pointed out that such a territory would give the United States
tighter control of military communication lines to Mexico, Santa Fe, California
and Oregon, thanks to Lt. Fremont's discoveries of a more southern route. The
establishment of military posts in the
territory," he very pointedly stated,
would enable the American government
to throw troops into Oregon, and would
no longer leave our title a barren and
untenable claim." The possession and
occupancy of Oregon, then would not
"depend on the naval superiority in the

near British Peace and the President's
last minute desire for a conciliatory set-

tlement of the Oregon Question ? Or did
these men who knew the strength of the
British fleet fear to give Admiral Seymour an excuse to attack the Oregon
Coast in force? Or did Gillespie bring

word of the start of the Mexican War
and the order to seize California? Eminent U. S. and California Historians have
long and continuous debates on these
One
point
is
clear
in
historiquestions.
the American settlers'
cal retrospect

Pacific Ocean." In preparation for the
military seizure of the Oregon Country,
the Secretary recommended an appropria25

fend themselves and their rights, but
the British Government felt the Oregon

actions in northern California, after Fremont arrived there; his undercover role
in the Bear Flag Revolt ; his joining that
revolt after it was on the way, together

Situation was a militarily untenable position. If theHudson's Bay Company would
save anything, it would have to be by
negotiation rather than by military action.
A number of matters convinced Sir
Robert Peel and Lord Aberdeen of the
wisdom of this course other than their

with the action of the U. S. Navy in
leave no doubt that a
San Francisco
similar action could have taken place on
the north banks of hte Columbia. Had
Fremont arrived here as planned, Dr.
McLoughlin could well have been the

American settlers' prisoner instead of

natural pacifist inclinations: (1) British
reports other than those of the H.B.C.'s,
especially Belcher's report indicated that
the areas' value was muchly overrated
(Most historians consider the Peel Ministry to have been very ill-informed on
this matter) ; (2) The inability to deploy
any large number of regular army troops

Don Mariano Guadlupe Vallejo, Com-

mandante of the Northern California
Frontier.

Instead Fremont attended to California, Ogden secured Cape Disappointment; the men at Ft. Vancouver "dug
in" ready for raids or invasion, and
Warre and Vavasour returned to head-

rapidly to the troubled spot, and the
tenure of the crisis indicated that a
build-up of troops in any given part was
almost impossible; (3) The consistant
"authentic" rumor that Congress would
pass a bill forming a Regiment of

finish their reports.lol The
major points of these reports were: (1)
The Hudson's Bay Company trading
to
quarters

posts were totally unfit for professional

warfare, but additional bastions, block
houses, and similar fortifications would
render them more fit (2) While United States mounted troops could easily
cross the Plains and enter the lower
Columbia River Valley through South
Pass, the Canadian troops from Montreal would have the most difficult if not
an impossible time to cross the Rocky
Mountains via the brigade trails; (3)
A small British force could control the

Mounted Rifles to carry out a special
Oregon Mission, and the belief that they
(the British Cabinet) could not have
adequate forces in the five control points
prior to the arrival of such a regiment;

;

(4) The early reports of Warre and

Vavasour indicated that should "England
and the United States come into collision,
the British subjects" of Oregon would
be "completely at the mercy of the citizens of the United States" and the Cornpany would lose everything,103 (5)
The Gordon-Peel Report confirmed this

South Pass against a larger detachment
of American Forces, and similar groups
could hold the five strategic points; (4)
The possession of these five strategic
points would give control to the seacoast and interiorimportant to British
defense because of the lack of a passable
land route for troops; (5) Because of the
impossibility of land moved troops and
the questionable time-table of sea-carried
troops, the Hudson's Bay gentlemen
would have to fall back on Indian allies
a most independable group.
Generally what this report called for
was the guerrilla war of the frontier. In
many of the professional opinions, these

fact; (6) If processory rights of the
Company were guarranteed by Treaty,

then it would be the responsibility of the
U.S. Government to see to it that Americans respected those rights ; (7) Because
of the removal of the British Corn
Laws and the reduction of American
tariffs, the desire for war had reduced
in both countries.

On the last point the Peel Ministry
had been informed "by reliable sources"
that the Corn Law Removal had weakened the Western support for 54°-40' in

reports agreed remarkably w it h the
Wilkes Report.1 O2 There was one point
in which Lt. Wilkes erred, the Hudson's
Bay Company men would fight to de-

the United States, and that the Senate
was in a generous mood. Consequently
Peel put out a "feeler" through a Lon-

don Times editorialthe 49th parallel
26

to the sea would be acceptable

if Great

and organized as follows, to wit: One

Britain retained Vancouver's Island, a

colonel, one lieutenant-colonel, one
major, one quartermaster-sergeant, and
two chief buglers, one adjutant, who shall
be a lieutenant. one sergeant-major, one
chief musician. and ten companies: each
company shall consist of one captain. one
first lieutenant, one second lieutenant
(exclusive of the adjutant lieutenant.)

port on San Juan de Fuca, and the Hudson's Bay Company retained free navigation rights on the Columbia River.104

Polk took the hint and signified he
would open negotiations on this basis
Events moved into a swift pace. On the

day that Lt. Peel made his report to
Lord Aberdeen, February 10, 1846, the
president of the U.S. Senate called for
the debate on the series of resolutions
on the Oregon Country. The first of the
series was the joint resolution directing

four sergeants, four corporals, two buglers, one farrier, one blacksmith, and
sixty-four privates.
Sec.

.

.

.

And be it further enacted,

That the officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates. shall be
entitled to the same pay and emoluments as are allowed to dragoons, and
that the farrier and blacksmith shall receive the same pay and allowances as
are allowed to an artificer of artillery.
Sec. c
. the said regiment of rifle-

the President to give notice that the

United States would not renew the 1827
Convention of Joint Occupation. The
Resolution passed on April 27, with the
moderates carrying the day in the form
of the Resolution which gave the President not only the authority, but the direction to adopt all proper measures for a
speedy and amicable adjustment of the
differences and disputes in regard to
said territory." 105

.

.

men shall be subject to the rules and
articles of war, and shall be recruited in
the same manner as other troops in the

service of the United States, and with

While the Senate debated the notice
issue, the House called up another important bill, which the Senate had already passed. In the early weeks of April
the lower House debated the issue of
-raising a regiment of mounted Riflemen, and for establishing posts for the
protection of emigrants on the route to
Oregon." The gentlemen of the House
rejected one proposed amendment pro-

the same conditions and limitations
Sec. D .
the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates of said regiment, when employed in constructing
fortificatiollS, making surzwys, cutting
roads, or performing other labor, shall
.

.

.

.

.

be allowed fifteen cents per day each,
with a commutation in money for the
extra spirit ration, as provided by the
act of the second March, one thousand

viding that the officers and men should
be American horn. The Committee in
charge of the bill, then reported it with

eight hundred and nineteen. entitled "An
Act to regulate the Pay of the Army when
on Fatigue Duty."

one amendment, "that all the officers
of the said regiment shall be taken from
the regular line of the Army of the U.

Sec.

E

.

.

.

the sum of seventy-six thou-

sand five hundred dollars. for mounting
and equipping said regiment, be, and
the same hereby is, appropriated, to defray the expenses of each military station
or defense which the President may deem
necessary on the line of communication
with Oregon, and a sum not exceeding

States." This amendment passed by yeas,

89, nays, 62. On April 11th the House
passed the bill as amended by a vote of
138 to 38.106 Because of the amend-

ment, the bill had to return to the Senate.

two thousand dollars for making compensation to the Indian tribes which may
own or possess the ground on which
the said station may be erected, and for

On May 19, 1846, "An Act to Provide
for raising A Regiment of Mounted
Rifles" passed Congress. The pertinent
provisions are as follows:
.
there shall be raised one regiment
of mounted riflemen. to be composed
.

B

each station.1 7
After 42 years of threats to send mili-

.

tary forces to Oregon, Congress finally
27

passed the legislation which made the

Its published mission still lay ahead
of the officers and men who would cornprise the Regiment. As the War Department set out to comply with the personnel requirements in the Mounted Rifle
Bill, the Adjutant General picked the

and hold the key points of the Oregon
a perusal of the debate over
Country
the passage of the enabling legislation

leaders with care.

Oregon Regiment of Mounted Rifles
a reality. If any doubt existed as to the
real purpose of this Regiment, being
other than what British intelligence said
an invasion force to seize
it would be

Percifor Smith as
commanding Colonel and William W.
Loring as senior captain. Perhaps with

twinge of political diplomacy, but most
significant in regards to his role of pressure tactics in Oregon, John C. Fremont
received the appointment of the Lt.

would expel all doubts at least as to what
its proponents in Congress intended for
it. The remarks of Senator John Quincy
Adams of Massachusetts can serge as an

a

Colonel of the Regiment, May

example. He told of the story of Fredrick the Great, the King of Prussia who
desired a certain portion of land in

1846.109 Here is an irony of fate!
cept for Fremont's fatal fascination for
California affairs and his envolvement in
military political affairs with General
Stephen Kearney, Fremont instead of
Loring would have led the Regiment of
Mounted Rifles across the Plains to Fort
Vancouver. Nonetheless events already
stood on the horizon which would delay
the march of the Mounted Rifles, for the
United States had declared war on Mexi-

Europe, sent his soldiers to occupy the
strategic spots in the land, then called
in his ambassador to inform the country
that he was ready to negotiate for the

desired territory. Such, said the Senator
was the use

27,
Ex-

he had for the Regiment

under discussion.108
But the sure knowledge of the Mounted
Rifles being sent had already set in
motion those events which would eliminate the 'necessity of this purpose. On

co,

and the Army would need the regi-

ment.

The Oregon

May 22, 1846, the American Minister in
England served notice of termination on

Spectator

published the

Treaty of Washington and the editor

the British Ministry, and on June 19,
1846, the British Minister and Secretary

called it an "abortion" .110 The U. S.

of State Buchanan signed the treaty which

Government had guaranteed the Hudson's Bay Company rights to the lands

brought the crisis to an end. Through
skilled propaganda the foresight of at

it claimed. There is little to question over
Beal's statement to Burnett then, on why

Secretary of War; the

Oregon hearts would beat when they

least one U. S.

thrust of military probing parties under
the leadership of men such as Fremont,

saw "Col. Smith and his regiment unfurl
the beautiful stars and stripes in Ore-

gon.''111 They could already see that the

and the British respect for American mili-

tary power, the Regiment of Mounted

Regiment would have another special
mission involving the Hudson's Bay

Rifles had accomplished its original confidential mission.
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FOOTNOTES (Continued)
2. Inasmuch as the, title "Oregon" meant the whole Oregon Country in this
era, this use for the
word, "Oregon", is applied in the present paper, unless otherwise designated.
Also
most
documents and authorities spell Persifor with an "s".
3. The bill was approved on May 19, 1846, "An Act to provide for raising a
Regiment
of
Mounted Rifles," U. S. Statutes at Large, 29th Cong., Sess. I. Chap. 22, pp. 13-14.
4. Oregon Spectator (Vol. II, No. 13) , July 22, 1847, p. 3, cl. 2.
5. Smith received his appointment as Colonel of the Regiment on May 7, 1846, as
did
most
of the officers who would serve under his command. Brevet Capt, John C.
Fremont,
2d
Lt.,
Corps of Topographical Engineers received an appointment as Regimental Lt. Col., while
George S. Burbridge became Regimental Major. William Wing Loring of Florida, destined
to become the Colonel who would lead the Regiment of Mounted Rifles
across
the
plains
to
Oregon City received his original appointment to the Regiment as senior ranked captain
(Co.A). Only Charles Ruff, destined to become famous when the Regiment arrived in
Oregon and last ranked Captain (Co. I) because he joined the troop late, received his
appointment, July 7, 1846. He accepted in the place of a Bela M. Hughes who declined.
The complete officers roster may be found under "General Orders No. 30; War Department,
Assistant (sic) General's Office, Washington, July 17, 1846Promotions and Appointments
in the Army of the United States made by the President, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, since the publication of the Army Register, January 1846," General Orders,

1844-1846.
6. See above, fn. 4. Authority for this style of footnote, Sherman Kent, Writing History, p. 95.
7. Oregon Spectator, September 17, 1846, p. 2, cl. 2.
8. See above, fn. 4.

9. "No. 7. Report of the Adjutant GeneralWar Department, Adjutant General's Office,
Washington, November 28, 1849," 31st Cong.; 1st Sess., Ex. Doc. No. 1, Part .1, pp. 185-86.

10. The Oregon Regiment of Volunteer Mounted Rifles which took the name of "Oregon
Rangers" was formed as an independent body in the week of May 26, 1846. "Letter to the

Editor, d. Willamette, May 26, 1846: Proceedings of a Meeting for the Purpose of Organizing
a Military Company," Oregon Spectator (Vol. I, No. 10), June 11, 1846, Series p. 37.
Issue p. 1, cis. 2 & 3. Basis for this organization, however, can be found in a "Report of
Committee on Military Affairs in Oregon to the 1844 Oregon Provision Government," quoted
in full in E. E. Rich, The Letters of John McLoughlin from Fort Vancouver to the Governor
and Committee, Third Series, 1844-46 (Hereafter referred to as McLoughlin Letters, 3d
Series with page), pp. 227-233.
11. Facsimile copies of the 1846 Treaty of Washington and Polk's August 5, 1846 Proclamation
of it may be seen at the Fort Vancouver National Historic Site.
12. The following secondary sources were consulted in the writing of this section: Herbert Howe

Bancroft, The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft, Volume III, History of the Northwest
Coast, Vol. II, 1800-1846 (Hereafter referred to as Bancroft, History of the Northwest

Coast, with Vol. II and p. no.), San Francisco, 1886; J. Bartlet Brebner, Canada: A Modern
History (Hereafter referred to as Brebner, Canada), The University of Michigan Press, 1960;
John S. Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Company as an Imperial Factor, 1821-1869, University
of California Press, 1957; Paul Knaplund, The British Empire, 1815-1939, Harper & Bros.,

N. Y., 1941; Dorothy 0. Johansen and Charles M. Gates, Empire of the Columbia: A
History of the Pacific Northwest, Harper & Bros., N. Y., 1957; D. H. Montgomery, The
Leading Facts of English History, Ginn & Co., N. Y., 1923; Samuel Eliot Morison and

Henry Steele Commager, The Growth of the American Republic, Vol. I, Oxford University
Press, N. Y. & London, 1942; Constance L. Skinner, Adventurers of Oregon, A Chronicle
of the Fur Trade (One of The Chronicles of America Series, Allen Johnson, ed.).
13. "Report on Militia Claim of Maine, Rep. W. Thompson: House Reports, No. 78; 26th
Cong., 2d Sess., Jan. 7, 1841. The clashes were sporadic, but building up. For a different
view of the clashes see Morison and Commager, The Growth of the American Republic,

Vol. I, pp. 564-566.
14. Ashburton was of the House of Baring and Webster at one time worked for the House of
Biddle, both, apparently two of the great business houses of the time. Morison and Cornmager, The Growth of the American Republic, Vol. I, p. 566.
15. This is the name Webster gave to the struggle of getting the 1842 treaty accepted in the
U. S. and British national legislatures. For the full story see Morison and Commager, The
Growth of the Republic, Vol. I, pp. 566-67.
16. Tyler was a States-Rights Virginian. /bid, p. 557.
17. As early as 1841 the H.B.C. overseas Governor, Sir George Simpson voiced this fear and
opinion. See Leslie M. Scott, "Influence of American Settlement Upon the Oregon Boundary
Treaty of 1846, Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol. XXIX, No. 1, March, 1928, p. 15.
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18. The British Emancipation Act became law on August 1, 1834, but it was not until August
1, 1838 West Indian legislatures abolished all "strings" attached (apprenticeships) regulations for Negroes. Knaplund, The British Empire 1815 -1939, pp. 100-04. Morison and
Commager give a slight twist to the story of Lord Aberdeen and the British and Foreign
Anti-Slavery Society, in The Growth of the Republic, pp. 585-86.
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24. McLoughlin gives the date of July 15th for the arrival in a letter to the Governor, Deputy
Governor & Committee, H.H.B. Company, d. Vancouver 12th, August, 1844 and Douglas
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The McMillan Co., 1949.
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32. Bancroft goes into each set of claims and examines and evaluates
them
carefully
and completely in Chapter XV, XVI, XVII, History of the Northwest
Coast,
Vol.
II,
pp. 316-416.
of
the
A short summary
English claims up until 1825 can be found
in a letter from John
Henry Pe lly, London Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company
to
the
"Right
Honbl.
George
Canning, d. Hudson's Bay House, London 9th December 1825Appendix
A, (II) The
American Boundary, (b) The Foreign Office, 1828-29; E. E. Rich,
Part
of
Dispatch
George Simpson Esqr Governor of Ruperts Land to The Governor and Committee from
of the
Hudson's Bay Company, London March 1, 1829, Continued and completed
March
24
and
June 5, 1829, The Champlain Society, 1947, pp. 161-62. Hereafter referred
to as Simpson'
1828 Journey to the Columbia.
33. This was the Escurial Convention 1790, William R. Manning, "The Nootka
Sound
Controversy", American Historical Association Annual Report. 1904, pp. 454-56.

34. Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Company as an Imperial Factor, 1821-1869,
Hutchison, The Struggle for the

p. 8. Bruce
Border, Longmans, Green and Company, Toronto, 1955.

35. Although the officers of the Company joined the Provisional Government in 1845,
technically
its rule did not come to an end until the signing of the Washington Treaty, 1846.
In
fact
one of the provisions of the H.B.C. men joining was that such an act would
not
prejudice
their citizenship or relations with the Company. McLoughlin-The Governor & Commee. d.
Fort Vancouver, Columbia, 30th August 1845., and Aid, 20th November, 1845 Rich,
McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters Third Series, 1844-46, pp. 94-95, and pp. 97-98.
36. This is very much evident in the manner in which the officers took command in punitive
expeditions against the Indians as demonstrated in the McLoughlin Letters Series, the
George Simpson Journals 1824-25 (Frederick Merk, Fur Trade and Empire, Harvard University Press, 1931) and 1828.
37. This fact is also very much in evidence in the McLoughlin Letters Series, Simpson's Journals,
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Ogden's Snake County Journals, 1824-25 and 1825-26, The Hudson's Bay Record Society,
1950). Simpson considered the brigade routes such an important means of communication,
that he included them in his preparation against the anticipated invasion of the Oregon
Country with American troops. Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Company as an Imperial
Factor, 1821-1869. p. 237.
38. For descriptions of such rendezvous see Hiram Martin Chittenden, The American Fur Trade
of the Far West, Vol. I of 3 Vols. (Francis P. Harper, 1902) Chapter XVIII, pp. 280-308.
Also Everett Dick, Vanguards of the Frontier, D. Appleton-Century Co., Inc., 1941.
39. This fact is self evident throughout the letters of the officers of the Company in the fields,
as per example, McLoughlin's letter to the Governor & Committee, d. "Fort Vancouver,
6th Oar, 1825", Rich, McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, First Series, 1825-38, p. 10;
"John McLoughlin-The Governor & Committee, d. Fort Vancouver, 1st Sept. 1826," Ihid,
pp. 34-35; "Governor & Committee to Governor Simpson, d. London, 12 March 1827,"
Merk, Fur Trade and Empire, pp. 286-287.
40. A classic example of the clash between American and H.B.C. trappers, and the sentiments
expressed is found in the Ogden-Gardner encounter on the Snake River Brigade in 1825,
Rich, Ogden's Snake Country Journals, 1824-26, pp. 51-55.
41. "Governor & Committee to Simpson, d. London, 23 Feb., 1826," Merk, Fur Trade and
Empire, p. 268.

42. "Letter from James Douglas to the Governor & Committee, d. Fort Vancouver 18th Octr.
1838Appendix A Supplementary Documents, (I) Additional Dispatches, Rich, McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, First Series, 1825-38, pp. 242-43.
43. See above fn 42. Also Johansen & Gates, Empire of the Columbia, pp. 227-228.
44. "Letter from James Douglas to the Governor & Committee, d. Fort Vancouver, 4th Novr.
1838," Rich, McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, First Series, 1825-1838, p. 292.
45. The Treaty gave the Company the right to settle; the British law gave the group the trade
monopoly, and it was in the area first. Trouble began when the Americans arrived believing
the Company was in Oregon illegally, and they had the right to take the land. See McLoughlin's problem with the Rev. Alvan F. Waller, "McLoughlin to the Governor & Committee,
d. Vancouver, 12th Augt. 1844," Rich, McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, Third Series,
1844-46, pp. 1-2 & 195-219. For the documents on the famous Henry Williamson Case
see "Appendix A (IV) McLoughlin's and the Hudson's Bay Company's Relations with the
Willamette Settlers," Ibid., pp. 259-268.
6. 'letter to the Governor & Committee from John McLoughlin, d. Fort Vancouver, 17th
Jany., 1837," Rich, McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, First Series, 1825-38, p. 185.
47. This is a summary of the documents of "Slacum's Report on Oregon, 1836-7, OHQ, pp.
225-226.
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48. This is a summary of the "Document Report on the Territory of Oregon by Charles
Wilkes, Commander of the United States Exploring Expedition 1838-1842," OHQ, pp.
269-299.

49. Ibid., p. 296.
50. "Letter to the Governor & Committee from John McLoughlin, d. Fort Vancouver 31 October
1842", Rich, McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, Second Series, 1839-44, pp. 75-77.
50a. Sen. Doc. No. 84: 27th Congress, 1st Session, August 2, 1841.
51. Sen. Doc. No. 180, 27th Cong. 3d. Session, Feb. 10, 1843.
52. HR Doc. No. 133: 28th Cong., 1st Session, February 19, 1844.
53. "Letter from James Douglas to the Governor & Committee, d. Fort Vancouver, 14th Octr.
1839Appendix A, Supplementary Documents (I) General," Rich, McLoughlin's Fort
Vancouver Letters, Second Series, 1839-44, pp. 227-28.

54. "Petition of a Number of the Citizens of the State of Missouri praying a Donation of land
to settlers in the Oregon Territory," Sen. Doc. No. 40 26th Cong. 1st Session, January 6,
:

1840.

55. "Petition of a number of Citizens of Ohio praying the adoption of measures for the
occupation and settlement of the Territory of Oregon," Sen. Doc. No. 56: 28th Cong. 2d
Session, Jan. 20, 1845.

56. Sir George Simpson voiced this fear in 1841, Leslie M. Scott, "Influence of American
Settlement upon the Oregon Boundary Treaty of 1846," OHQ, (Volume XXIX, No. 1),

March, 1928, p. 15.
57. Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Company as an Imperial Factor, 1821-1869, p. 230.
58. The Tyler-Calhoun forces had a treaty of annexation in process in Congress at the time.
Any war with England would antagonize the Northern Senators and defeat the treaty.

Shippie, "The Federal Relations of Oregon" OHQ, (Vo. XIX, No. 4), December, 1918,

p. 320.
59. Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Company as an Imperial Factor, 1821-1869. p. 235.
60. Ibid., pp. 227-28. Note
from Douglas.
61. Morison & Commager, The Growth of the American Republic, Vol. I, p. 586.
62. John D. Hicks, The Federal Union, A History of the United States to 1865, pp. 519-20.
63. Most historians make it a point to state that this is the first time in history a dark horse
took a presidential campaign.
64. Copies of reprints of these speeches, petitions, etc. may be seen at the Multnomah County
Library.

65. Much of McLoughlin's letters in the Third Series 1844-46 covers the material in these
pamphlets, especially those which attack him personally. The accusations and his answers
may be found primarily in the McLoughlin Letters of August 12, 1844; March 21, 1845,
pp. 72-74; July 19, 1845, pp. 85-87; November 20, 1845, pp. 128-29; "McLoughlin's and
the Hudson's Bay Company's Relations with the Willamette SettlersAppendix A," pp.
251-298 (ad passum) Rich, McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, Third Series, 1844-46.
66. This attitude is reflected and is the crux of the Waller-McLoughlin Dispute at the Falls of
the Willamette, see "Appendix A(1I) McLoughlin's Willamette Falls Claim", McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, Third Series, 1839-44, pp. 195-219.
67. "Petition of a Number of Citizens of Ohio praying the adoption of measures for the occupation and settlement of the Territory of Oregon." Senate Doc. No. 56, 28 Cong., 2d Sess.
68. "Resolution of the General Assembly of Illinois concerning the Oregon Territory, March
2, 1846," Sen. Docs. No. 181: 29th Cong., 1st Sess.
69. Quoted in Bancroft, History of the Northwest Coast, Vol. II, p. 397. The full inaugural
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70. "Message from the President of the United States to the Two Houses of Congress, d. Dec. 2,
1845," HR Doc. No. 2: 29th Cong., lit Sess., pp. 9-13. The section of this speech dealing
with the Oregon Question is quoted in full in the Oregon Spectator (Vol. I, No. 10), June
11, 1846, ser. p. 38, issue p. 2, cls. 1-4.
71. Ibid.
72. Ibid.
73. The Oregon Spectator (Vol. I, No. 21), Nov._ 12, 1846, p. 3. For excerpts on the debate
in the House of Lords see, Bancroft, History of the Northwest Coast, Vol. II, fn. 12, pp.
398-99.
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74. The London Governor and Committee were aware of the early bills in Congress to establish
settlement (American) on the Columbia. Letter from "Governor & Committee to John
Haldane and John D. Cameron, London, 4 Sept. 1822, Appendix A," Merk (ed), Fur
Trade and Empire. pp. 187-188. The reaction to Monroe's recommendation is implied in
two letters also found in Appendix A of the same volume: "Governor & Committee to the
Chief Factors in Charge of the Columbia Department, London, ?"), July 1824," (p. 240),
and "Governor & Committee to J. D. Cameron, London, 22 July 1824" (pp. 240-242).
Further, in the same Appendix and volume is the letter which tells and directs plans to
expand south of the Columbia River, "Governor & Committee to Governor Simpson, London,
16 Jan. 1828" (294-5).
75. Galbraith, The Hudson's Bay Company as an Imperial Factor, 1829-1869, pp. 237-38.
76. These plans can be found in the preliminary documents written as preliminary suggestions
and instructions for this trip. They are as follows in order as presented in Joseph Schafer
(ed.) "Documents Relative to Warre and Vavasour's Military Reconnaissance in Oregon,

1845-46," OHQ (Vol. X, No. 1), March, 1909: (No. 1) "Memorandum George Simpson
to Sir J. H. Pelly Bart, Gov. of the H. B. Co., d. Hudson's Bay House, London, March 29,
1845" (pp. 13 -16) ; (No. 3) "Instructions from Lord (Charles) Metcalfe (Governor of
Canada) to His Excellency, Sir R. D. Jackson, Commander of the Forces, Govt. House,
Montreal, May 2d, 1845 (Marked Secret)," (pp. 18 -19) (No. 4) "Special Orders from
R. D. Jackson, Com. of the Forces d. Montreal, 3d May, 1845" (pp. 19 -20) ; "Memorandum
;

from R. D. Jackson, Corn. of the Forces to his Ad Camp. Lieut. Henry J. Warre, d. Montreal,
May 3, 1845" (pp. 20-22); (No. 5) "Special and Confidential Orders from N. W. Halloway, Col. on the Staff, Comr. Royal Engr., Canada, to Lieut. Mervin Vavasour, Royal Engr.
(pp. 22 -24) ; No. 6) "Letter from George Simpson to H. J. and M. Vavasour, Esqrs., d.
Encampment Lac a la Pluie, 30 May, 1845, marked Confidential" (pp. 25-31); (No. 7)
"Letter from George Simpson to Peter Skene (sic) Ogden, Esqr., Chief Factor, Hudson's
Bay Company, d. Encampment Lac a la Pluie, 30 May, 1845" (pp. 32-5). Hereafter
referred to as Warre-Vavasour Report, 1845-6 with No., OHQ, with p. no.
77. "Letter from John McLoughlin to The Governor, Depy. Govr. & Comee, Honble. Hudson's
Bay Coy., Fort Vancouver, Columbia, 20th November 1845," Rich (ed.) McLoughlin's
Fort Vancouver Letters, Third Series, 1844-46. p. 146. McLoughlin quoted from a letter
addressed to him from John Gordon, Captain of the America. This letter was dated, "H. M.

Ship America, Port Discovery, 2d September, 1845Report of Lieutenant Peel on Oregon
in 1845-46," Leslie M. Scott (ed. of letters), OHQ (Vol. XXIX, No. 1), March, 1928,
p. 55. Hereafter referred to as Lt. Peel's Report, 1845-6," OHQ with p. no.
78. "Warre-Vavasour Report, 1845-6, (No. 10), To the Rt. Hon. The Secretary of State for
the Colonies, d. H. B. Company's Fort Vancouver, Oregon Territory, 26 October, 1845,"
OHQ, March, 1909, p. 54.
79. See above, fn. 76.
80. Same as above, fn. 78. Also "Letter from J. Gordon, Captain to the First Lord of the
Admiralty, d. H. M. Ship America, at Sea. 19th October, 1845Lt. Peel's Report, 1845-6,"
OHQ, March, 1928, p. 71 (quote from letter).

81. "Warre-Vavasour Report, 1845-6 (No. 11), To the Rt. Hon. The Secretary of State for
the Colonies, d. Fort Vancouver, December 8, 1845," OHQ, March, 1909, p. 63.
82. J. Gordon, Captain to Admiral Sir G. Seymour, Commander-in-Chief in the Pacific, d. H. M.
ship America, Honolulu, Sandwich Island, 22nd October, 1845Lt. Peel's Report, 1845 -6,"
OHQ, March, 1928, p. 66.
83 The narrative has a mistake, it should read, "In his own report of the situation to the

"Letter from J.
Gordon, Captain to the First Lord of the Admiralty, d. H. M. Ship America, at Sea, 19th
October, 1845Lt. Peel's Report, 1845-6," OHQ, March 1928, p. 69.
84 Same as above, fn. 82.

First Lord of the Admiralty" instead of "to Sir George Seymour"

85

see

Ibid, p. 62.

Bancroft, The History of the Northwest Coast, Vol. II, p. 402.
87. "Report of Parliamentary Proceedings," London Morning Chronicle, quoted in full, Bancroft, lbid, fn. 19, p. 404.
88 /bid, fn. 20, pp. 404.
89. "Letter from John McLoughlin to the Governor, Depy. Govr. & Commee., Honble. Hudson's
Bay Coy., d. Fort Vancouver, Columbia, 20th November 1845," Rich (ed.) McLoughlin's
Fort Vancouver Letters, Third Series, 1844-46, pp. 97-110. The reference to the "desperate
86

characters" is found on p. 101.
Ilk90. This was active Manifest Destiny implied by the various resolutions. It is also implied in
the statements made by the emigrants to McLoughlin, reported in his July 19, 1845 letter
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(pp. 85-7). Also in similiar letters addressed to the
same persons, March 28, 1845, pp. 71-75;. July 19, 1845, pp. 85-89; Appendix A, p. 197,
McLoughlin's Fort Vancouver Letters, Third Series, 1844-46. (Also several comments on
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95. "McLoughlin's Enclosure to Letter from P. S. Ogden and J. Douglas to Sir George Simpson,
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96. Ibid.
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p. 37, issue p. 1, cls. 2-3.

98. "Letter from J. Gordon, Captain to Rear Admiral Sir George Seymour, Commander-in-Chief
in the Pacific, d. H. M. ship, America, Honolulu, Sandwich Island, 22nd October, 1845,"
OHQ, March 1909, p. 66. Also in the Oregon Spectator (Vol. 1, No. 14), August 6, 1846,
series p. 56, issue p. 4, cl. 4.
99. "Warre-Vavasour Report, 1845-6 (No. 12) d. June 16, 1846," OHQ, March 1909, pp. 67-8.
100. Ibid.
101. "The Mouth of the Columbia River," Ibid., p. 72.
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pp. 269-99.
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The Oregon Trail Diary
Of Amelia Stewart Knight
EDITED BY HAROLD R. CARPENTER
SKETCHES BY FLUVIA KERR

Amelia Stewart Knight, her husband
Joel 1 and their seven children, aged 2

all

this for Oregon. Oh, Oregon,

you
must be a wonderful country !" Her sympathies are always for the starving, footsore and thirsty livestock, never for her-

to 16 years, journeyed by ox drawn wagon

train in 1853 from what is now Van

self.
Like any good author she conceals the
climax of the tale to the very end. And
following her climactic announcement
there is a note of triumph in her con-

Buren County, Iowa, to Clark County
Washington. The distance was some 2000

miles. Her day to day diary, written in
pencil, has all the elements of a topflight movie thriller and might well be
considered required history reading for
5th through 7th grade school children.
It begins as the family light heartedly
and apparently well equipped for such a
journey, leave their Iowa home of 16

cluding paragraph. After recounting that
it took nearly three days by canoe, skiff
and flatboat to get the family and their
belongings across the Columbia River
into Clark County, she says:
"Here husband traded 2 yoke of oxen
for a half section of land with one half
acre planted to potatoes, a small log
cabin and a lean-to with no windows."
What a woman ! Here is her revealing

years on, April 9, 1853. The small discomforts of cool nights, light rains and
muddy roads soon gave way to tempestuous storms, raging streams that must be
crossed, waterless and fuelless campsites,

illness, poisonous snakes and water and
unfriendly Indians. Death from some of
these soon takes its toll among the livestock. Before the journey is over, death,
the threat of death and the stench of
death are constant companions. Valued
possessions are abandoned as they lose
one after another of their oxen. Decking
is chopped from wagons to lighten them
and provide fuel to warm the family
against the bitter cold mountain blasts.
Money, with which to buy feed and pay
bridge or ferry tolls, runs out and a

story

of the trip.

SATURDAY, APRIL 9Started from
home about 11 o'clock and travel 8 miles
and camp in an old house. Night cold

and frosty.

SUNDAY, APRIL 10Cool and pleasant, road hard and dusty. Evening
Came 18V2 miles and camp close to the
Fulkersons house.
MONDAY, APRIL 11 Morn. Cloudy
and signs of rain. About 10 o'clock it
begins to rain. At noon it rains so hard
we turn out and camp in a schoolhouse
after traveling 111/2 miles. Rains all afternoon and all night, very unpleasant. Jefferson2 and Lucy3 have the mumps. Poor
cattle bawled all night.
TUESDAY, APRIL 12 Warm and
sultry. Still cloudy, road very muddy,
travel 10 miles and camp on Soap Creek

needed riding horse must be sold. Toward
the end the trail becomes more and more
impassable, almost to the point of impossible. Still they plod on.
When conditions are at their worst

Amelia Knight sees the beauty in the
mountains, in the valleys, in the flowers
and in the trees. While she comments,
never does she actually complain of the
hardships. After a day-long trek of 18
miles in a drenching rain she says, 'And

bottom. Creek bank full, have to wait
till it falls.
36

WEDNESDAY, APRIL

13

Fair

miles today and have campt in the prairie.
No wood to cook with. Have to eat cold
supper. Have the good luck to find corn

weather, have to overhaul all wagons and
dry things. Evening. Still in camp.

at 80 cts. a bushel.

THURSDAY, APRIL 14Quite cold.
Little ewes crying with cold feet. Sixteen
wagons all getting ready to cross the

MONDAY, APRIL

Cold break-

fast the first thing, very disagreeable
weather, wind east, cold and rainy, no
fire. We are on a very large prairie no
timber to be seen as far as the eye can
reach. Er ening. Have crossed several bad
streams today and more than once have
been stuck in the mud. We passed Pisga
this afternoon and have just crossed
Grand river and will camp in a little
bottom. Plenty of wood and we will have
some warm supper, I guess. Came 22

creek. Hurry and bustle to get breakfast

Feed the cattle. Hurrah boys, all
ready. We will be the first to cross the

over.

creek this morning. Gee up Tip and Tyler
and away we go the sun just rising.
Et ening. We have traveled 24 miles today
and are about to camp in a large prairie
without wood. Cold and chilly, east wind.
The men have pitched the tent and are
hunting something to make a fire and
start supper. I have the sick headache
and must leave the boys to get it themselves the hest they can.

miles today. My head aches, but the fire
is kindled and I must make some tea,
that will help it, if not cure it.
TUESDAY, APRIL 19
Still damp
and cloudy, corn very scarce and high.
Travel 20 miles and camp.

FRIDAY, APRIL 15Cold and cloudy
wind still east. Bad luck last night. Three
of our horses got away. Suppose they
have gone back. One of the boys has

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20Cloudy.
We are creeping along slowly, one wagon
after another, the same old gait and the
same thing over, out of one mud hole
into another all day. Crossed a branch
where the water ran into the wagons. No
corn to be had within 75 miles. Came
18 miles and camp.
THURSDAY, APRIL 21 Rained all
night, is still raining. I have just counted
17 wagons traveling ahead of us in the
mud and water. No feed for our poor
stock to be got at any price. Have to feed
them flour and meal. Traveled 22 miles

gone back after them and we are going
on slowly. Evening. Henry came back

with the horses all right again. Came 17
miles today. Roads very bad and muddy.
Cold and cloudy all day. It is begining
to rain. The boys have pitched the tent
and I must get supper.

SATURDAY, APRIL 16

18

Campt

(sic) last night 3 miles east of Chariton
Point on the prarie. Made our beds down
in the tent in the wet and mud. Bed
clothes nearly spoiled. Cold and cloudy
this morning and everybody out of humour. Seneca is half sick. Plutarch4 has
broke his saddle girth. Husband is scolding and hurrying all hands (and the
cook) and Almira5 says she wishes she
was home and I say ditto. Home Sweet

today.

FRIDAY, APRIL 22 Still bad weather, no sun, traveled on, mile after mile
in the mud, mud. Traveled 21 miles and
cross Nishnabotna and camp on the bank
of it.
Still in
SATURDAY, APRIL 23
camp, it rained hard all night, and blew
a hurricane almost. All the tents were
blown down and some wagons capsized.

Home. Evening. We passed a small town
this morning called Chariton Point. The
sun shone a little this afternoon. Came

24 miles and have pitched our tent in
the prairie again and have some hay to
put under our beds. Corn $1.00 per
bushel, feed for our stock cost $16 to-

Evening. It has been raining hard all
day, everything is wet and muddy. One
of the oxen is missing, the boys have

night.

SUNDAY, APRIL 17It is warm and
pleasant. We are on our way again traveling over some very pretty rolling prairie,
Corn is up to $3 a bushel. Travel 20

been hunting him all day. Dreary time,
wet and muddy and crowded in the tent,
cold and wet and uncomfortable in the
wagon. No place for the poor children.
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I have been busy cooking, roasting coffee,
etc., today and have come into the wagon
to write this and make our bed.

to carry. Indians come to our camp every
day begging money and something to
eat. Children are getting used to them.

SUNDAY, APRIL 24The rain has

TUESDAY, MAY 3 Fine Weather.
Leave Loudenback and his team this
morning and are on our way again. Tra-

ceased and the sun shines a little, must
stay in camp and dry the bed clothes. No

feed for the stock but what little grass

vel 6 or 7 miles and camp on Pony creek,
here Plutarch is taken sick.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
Weather
fair, travel 3 miles today. Passed through
Kanesville and camp in a lane, not far
from the Missouri river and wait our

they can pick. Afternoon. Found the ox
and lost our muley cow. Must wait and

find her.

MONDAY, APRIL 25Rather cold
but the sun shines once more. Still feeding the cattle and horses on flour. One
of our horses badly foundered. On our
way again, at last, found our cow with a
young calf. Had to leave the calf behind
then travel on a while and came to a very
bad sideling bridge to cross over a creek.
Came 18 miles.
TUESDAY, APRIL 26
Cold and

turn to cross. No feed for the stock,

have to buy flour at $3.50 per hundred
to feed them.

THURSDAY, MAY 5
We crossed
the river this morning on a large steam

boat called the Hindoo, after a great
deal of hurrahing and trouble to get the
cattle all aboard. One ox jumped overboard and swam across the river and
came out like a drowned rat. The river
is even with its banks and timber on it,
which is mostly cottonwood, is quite
green. Cost us $15 to cross. After bidding
Iowa a kind farewell we travel about 8
miles and camp among the old ruins of
the Mormon town. We here join another
company, which will make us in all 24
men, 10 wagons and a large drove of
cattle. Have appointed a captain and are
now prepared to guard the stock. Four
men watch two hours and then call up
four more to take their places, so by
that means no person can sleep about the
camp. Such a wild noisy set was never

clear, found corn last night at $2 a bushel.
Paid $12 for about half a feed for our
stock. I can count 20 wagons winding up

the hill ahead of

us.

Traveled 20 miles

and camp.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27A nice
spring morning, warm and pleasant, the
road is covered with wagons and cattle.
Paid $2.40 for crossing a bridge. Travel

25 miles today and camp on a creek
(called Key) about 10 miles from the

bluffs.

THURSDAY, APRIL 28

Still in
camp, weather pleasant, we will stay here
a few days to rest and recruit our cattle.
Wash, cook, etc.

heard.

FRIDAY, APRIL 29Cool and pleasant, saw the first Indians today. Lucy
and Almira afraid and run into the

FRIDAY, MAY 6Pleasant. We hive
just passed the Mormon graveyard. There
is a great number of graves in it. The
road is covered with wagons and cattle.
Here we passed a train of wagons on their
way back, the head man had drowned a
few days before, in a river called Elkhorn,
while getting some cattle across, and his
wife was lying in the wagon quite sick
and children were mourning for a father

wagon to hide. Done some washing and
sewing.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30Fine weather, spent this day in washing, baking
and overhauling the wagons.

Several
more wagons have campt around us.

SUNDAY, MAY 1Still fine weather.
Wash and scrub all the children.
MONDAY, MAY 2 Pleasant even-

gone. With sadness and pity I passed

those who perhaps

a

few days before

had been as well and happy as ourselves.
Came 20 miles today.
SATURDAY, MAY 7 Cold morning, thermometer down to 48 in the

ing, have been cooking and packing
away for an early start in the morning.
Threw away several jars, some wooden
buckets and all our pickles. Too unhandy
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wagon. No wood, only enough to boil
some coffee. Good grass for the stock.
We crossed a small creek with a narrow
Indian bridge across it. Paid the Indians
75 cents toll. My hands are numb and
cold. Evening. Travel 23 miles and camp
on Elkhorn bottom close to the river.
It is very high and dangerous to cross.

SUNDAY, MAY 8

from one side to the other, with men on
each side of the river to pull it. In this
way we have to cross everything a little

at a time. Women and children last and
then swim the cattle and horses. There
were three horses and some cattle
drowned while crossing at this place
yesterday. It is quite merry and lively
here this morning and the weather fine.
We are camps on a large bottom, with
the broad deep river on one side of us
and a high bluff on the other.
MONDAY, MAY 9Morning cold
within 4 degrees of freezing, we are all
on the right side of the river this morning. It took the men all day yesterday
to get everything across which they did
all safe by working hard. We are now on
our way again. Evening. We have driven
a good ways out of the road to find grass
and camp after traveling 22 miles.
TUESDAY, MAY 10
Cold, ther-

Sunday morn-

ing. Still in camp waiting to cross. There
are 300 or more wagons in sight and as
far as the eye can reach the bottom is
covered, on each side of the river, with

cattle and horses. There is no ferry here
and the men will have to make one out of
the tightest wagon bed (every company
should have a waterproof wagon bed for
this purpose) Everything must now be
.

hauled out

of the wagons, head

over
heels (and he who knows where to find

anything will be a smart fellow), then
the wagons must all be taken to pieces

and then by means of a strong rope
stretched across the river, with a tight

mometer down to 30 in the wagon.
Ground froze last night. Came 20 miles
and camp.

wagon bed attached to the middle of it,
the rope must be long enough to pull

Days
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ot dAst-

Evening.

SUNDAY, MAY 15Cool and plea-

It has been very dusty yesterday and

sant after such a storm. Travel 18 miles
and camp.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11

today. The men all have there false eyes
on to keep the dust out. We are traveling
up Platte River bottom, on the north
side. We have been near the river several
times. It is a beautiful river about a
mile across, full of islands and sandbars
and as far as the eye can reach the road
is covered with teams. Plutarch is well
and able to drive. Came 23 miles.
THURSDAY, MAY 12Noon. Beau-

MONDAY, MAY 16Evening, We
have had all kinds of weather today.
This morning was dry, dusty and sandy,

this afternoon it rained, hailed and the
wind was very high. Have been traveling

all afternoon in mud and water up to our
hubs. Broke chains and stuck in mud several times. The men and boys are all wet

and muddy. Hard times, but they

say

misery loves company. We are not alone
on these bare plains, it is covered with
cattle and wagons. We have come to

tiful weather, but very dusty. We are
campt on the bank of Loop Fork awaiting our turn to cross. There are two
ferry boats running and a number of

another muddy branch. We will cross it
and find a camping place. Good grass
for the stock and that is one good luck

wagons ahead of us, all waiting to cross.
Have to pay $3 a wagon for 3 wagons

we have. Travel about 20 miles. The wind

and swim the stock. Travel 12 miles
today. We hear there are 700 teams on

is getting higher.
We had a
TUESDAY, MAY 17
dreadful storm of rain and hail last night
and very sharp lightening. It killed two
oxen for one man. We had just encamped

the road ahead of us. Evening. Wash and
cook this afternoon.
FRIDAY, MAY 13 It is thundering
and bids fair for rain. Crossed the river
very early this morning before breakfast.
Got breakfast over after a fashion. Sand
all round ankle deep, wind blowing. No
matter, hurry it over. Them that eat the
most breakfast eat the most sand. We are
all moving again slowly. Evening. Came
24 miles today. Finding we can get along
faster and more comfortable alone, we
left all company this morning and have

on a large flat prairie when the storm
commenced in all its fury and in 2 minutes after the cattle were taken from the
wagons every brute was gone out of
sight, cows, calves, horses, all gone before the storm like so many wild beasts.
I never saw such a storm. The wind was
so high I thought it would tear the
wagons to pieces. Nothing but the stoutest covers could stand it. The rain beat
into the wagons so that everything was
wet : In less than 2 hours the water was
a foot deep all over our camp grounds.
As we could have no tents pitched, all
had to crowd into the wagons and sleep
in wet beds, with their wet clothes on,
without supper. The wind blew hard all
night and this morning presents a dreary
prospect surrounded by water and our
saddles have been soaking in it all night
and are almost spoiled. Our cow, Rose,

campt alone. Our company passed us
while at supper and said "good evening"
and campt a little ahead of us.
SATURDAY, MAY 14Had a fine

rain last night, laid the dust, cool and

the sun shines this morning. We see very
few Indians. Did not see more than a

dozen Pawnees. We are now in Sioux
country. Passed the sand bluffs. Travel 2
miles and obliged to stop and camp on
the prairie near a large pond of water, on
account of the high winds and some rain.
Winds so high that we dare not make a

came up to be milked. Had little or

nothing for breakfast. The men took the
cow's tracks and found the stock about
4 miles from camp. Start on and travel
about 2 miles and come to Dry Creek, so
called because it is dry most of the year.
I should call it Water Creek now, as it
is out of its banks and we will have to

fire. Impossible to pitch tent, the wagons

could hardly stand the wind. All that
find room are crowded into the wagons,

those that can't, have to stay out in the
storm. Some of the boys have lost their
hats.
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wait until it falls. No wood within 8
miles. Raining by spells.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18
Still in

camp; very high winds again last night.
Blew some of the tents over. Cold and

windy this morning and not a stick of
wood to make a fire. Trying to dry bed

clothes between showers. The creek is
falling.

THURSDAY, MAY 19Clear. All
getting ready to cross the creek. Afternoon. Crossed Dry Creek this morning
and traveled 10 miles. Came to Wood
Creek and are up a stump again. It is
also very high and we will have to cross
it as we did the Elkhorn, in a wagon
bed and swim the stock. Just got things
packed away nicely this morning, now
they must all be tumbled out again. Well,
there is plenty of wood and I will spend
the afternoon cooking.
FRIDAY, MAY 20 Crossed Wood

Creek last night and got loaded up a
little after dark and drove out 3 or 4

the forenoon. Cleared off at noon. We
started and traveled about 14 miles over
marshy, wet ground. While the teams
were creeping along, I went up on a high
bluff and had a splendid view of the
Platte and her beautiful timbered islands.

FRIDAY, MAY 27Cloudy and wind
east. We are now traveling along the

edge of the Platte. It is so wide here you
can just see timber on the other side. It

must be 2 miles across. Traveled 20 miles
today.

miles where we found a good camping
place. We are now traveling between

SATURDAY, MAY 28Traveled

18

miles today over very sandy ground. Passed a lot of men skinning a buffalo. We
got a mess and cooked some of it for
supper. It was very good and tender. It
is the first we have seen, dead or alive.
SUNDAY, MAY 29
Quite warm.

Platte River and Wood Creek. Plenty
of water and grass. Not much wood

and that cottonwood. Traveled 21 miles.
SATURDAY, MAY 21
We have
just crossed Deep Dry Creek. It had a
little muddy water in it. Very warm.
It is the first the cattle have lolled.
Thermometer up to 92 in wagon. Good
grass, bad water and no wood. Came
20 miles.
SUNDAY,

which he found with some rascals who
were trying to keep him.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 25 It is raining. We have got our washing and some
cooking done and, with a bunch of wood
tied on each wagon (for the purpose of
making coffee as we will not see wood
again soon), we are ready to start as soon
as the rain holds up. Evening. It has been
cold and rainy all day. Only traveled 12
miles and camped.
THURSDAY, MAY 26It rained all

Came 15 miles, very sandy and bad
traveling for the cattle. It will he 175
miles before we see timber again. We
have a little dry wood along to make cof-

fee and tea.

MAY 22Fine

weather.
holes all

MONDAY, MAY 30 It has been
cloudy and cool today and better roads.

Crossing branches and mud
day. Traveled about 18 miles.
MONDAY, MAY 23The road is
covered with droves of cattle and wagons

Traveled 23 miles.

TUESDAY, MAY 31 Evening. Traveled 25 miles today. When we started
this morning there were two large droves
of cattle and about 50 wagons ahead of
us. We either had to stay poking behind
them in the dust or hurry up and drive
past them. It was no fool of a job to be
mixed up with several hundred head of
cattle and only one road to travel in and

no end to them. Dry and dusty all
day. Traveled 20 miles and camp on

the bank of Platte River. Plenty of wood
by wading across the islands for it.
TUESDAY, MAY 24Stay in camp
today to wash and cook as we have a
good camping ground, plenty of wood
and water and good grass. Weather
pleasant. I had the sick headache all
night. Some better this morning. Must
do a day's work. Husband went back a
piece this morning in search of our dog

the drovers threatening to drive their
cattle over you if you attempted to pass
them. They even took out their pistols.
Husband came up just as one man held
his pistol at Wilson Carl and saw what
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cooled the air down to 60. We are now
within 100 miles of Fort Laramie.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1It has been
raining all day long and we have been
traveling in it so as to be able to keep
ahead of the large droves. The men and
boys are all soaking wet and look sad
and comfortless. The little ones and myself are shut up in the wagons from the
rain. Still it will find its way in and many
things are wet. Take us all together we
are a poor looking set. And all this for
Oregon. I am thinking while I write,
Oh, Oregon, you must be a wonderful

the fuss was and said, "Boys, follow
me", and he drove our team out of the
road entirely and the cattle seemed to

understand it all, for they went into the
trot most of the way. The rest of the
boys followed with their teams and the
rest of the stock. I had rather a rough

ride, to be sure, but was glad to get
away from such a lawless set, which we
did by noon. The head teamster done his
best by whipping and hollowing to his
cattle. He found it no use and got up into
his wagon to take it easy. We left some
swearing men behind us. We drove a
good ways ahead and stopped to rest the
cattle and eat some dinner. While we
were eating we saw them coming. All
hands jumped for their teams, saying
they had earned the road too dearly to let
them pass us again and in a few moments
we were all on the go again. Has been
very warm today. Thermometer at 98 in
the wagon at 1 o'clock. Towards evening
there came up a light thunderstorm which

country. Came 18 miles today.

THURSDAY, JUNE 2It has cleared
off pleasant after the rain and all hands
seem bright and cheerful again. We are
going along the same old gait. Evening.
Traveled 27 miles today. Passed Courthouse Rock and Chimney Rock both situated on the lower side of the river and
have been in sight for several days. We
have camped opposite Chimney Rock.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 3We had another
hard blow and rain last night, looks like
clearing off this morning. Evening. Came
21 miles today and have campt opposite
Scott's Bluffs. Water very bad, have to
use out of Platte most of time. It is very
high and muddy.
More rain
SATURDAY, JUNE 4
last night, is raining some today. The
roads are very bad, nothing but mud and
water. Came 16 miles.
SUNDAY, JUNE 5 Very warm. Slow
traveling. Several of the oxen have sore
necks,

this afternoon. Have traveled 18 miles
and now campt among the Black Hills.
They are covered with cedar and pinewood, sandstone,
water.

WEDNESDAY,

Evening. Came 16 miles today. Had another shower this afternoon and have
campt in a lovely spot, plenty of wood,
water and good grass.
THURSDAY, JUNE 9
Came 18
miles today. Weather warm. Had a slight
shower in the 'afternoon. Campt without
wood or water but good grass.
FRIDAY, JUNE 10 It has been very
warm today. Thermometer up to 99 at
noon. Traveled 21 miles over a very
rough road and have campt on the bank
of Platte river. Wild sage brush to burn,
which makes a very good fire when
dry. Very poor grass. Hee (Benjamin
Houghes), one of our hands left us.

Platte, where we have wood and plenty
of grass for the stock.
camp,

husband and myself being sick (caused,
we suppose, by drinking the river water,

dirty suds than

anything else). We concluded to stay in
camp and each of us take a vomit, which
we did and are much better. The boys
and myself have been washing some today. The prickly pear grows in great
abundance along this Platte River road.
Rained some
TUESDAY, JUNE 7
last night, quite warm today. Just passed
Fort Laramie, situated on the opposite
side of the river. This afternoon we
passed a large village of Sioux Indians.

SATURDAY, JUNE 11The last of
the Black Hills we traveled this afternoon,
over the roughest and most desolate piece
of ground that was ever made (called by
some the Devil's Crater) Not a drop of
water, not a spear of grass to be seen,
nothing but barren hills, bare broken
rock, sand and dust. Quite a contrast to
the first part of the hills. We reached
Platte River about noon and our cattle
were so crazy for water some of them

Numbers of them came around our
wagons. Some of the women had mocassins and beads which they wanted to trade
for bread. I gave the women and children
all the cakes I had baked. Husband traded

.

lot of hard crackers for
pair of mocassins and after we had
started on he came up with us again
making a great fuss and wanting them
a
a

big Indian

a

back (they had eaten part of the crackers).
He did not seem to be satisfied, or else
he wished to cause us some trouble, or
perhaps get into a fight, However, we
handed the mocassins to him in a hurry
and drove away from them as soon as
possible. Several lingered along watching
our horses that were tied behind the
wagons, no doubt with the view of stealing them, but our folks kept a sharp outlook till they left. We had a thunder

storm of rain and hail and

a

a plea-

clad hills with their ledges of rock and
then far away over them you can see
Laramie Peak, with her snow capt top.

Came 18 miles today and are campt near

as it looks more like

JUNE 8It is

sant morning after the rain. Everything
looks fresh and green. We are traveling
through the Black Hills, over rocks and
stones. There is some splendid scenery
here. Beautiful valleys and dark, green

caused by traveling in the rain.

MONDAY, JUNE 6Still in

limestone and pure

plunged headlong into the river with
their yokes on. Traveled 18 miles and
campt.

SUNDAY, JUNE 12 We are traveling
on in the sand and dust. It is very dusty
and the road is covered with teams and
droves of cattle. The grass is very poor,
mostly gone to seed. Evening. Came about

miles and have campt near the bank
of the Platte. The boys have driven the
cattle onto an island where they can get
17

hard blow
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grass and I have just washed the dust
out of my eyes so I can see to get supper.

with it. Have been washing and cooking
today. The mosquitos are very bad here.
Cut the first cheese today.
SATURDAY, JUNE 18 Still in camp
overhauling the wagons, cooking, sewing
patches, etc. Had a very hard blow and a
slight sprinkle of rain this afternoon.
SUNDAY, JUNE 19 On our way

MONDAY, JUNE 13This has been
a long, hard days travel. Came 30 miles
through sand and dust and have campt
opposite the old upper ferry on Platte.
Tomorrow we will come to the first

poison water. There will be no more
good water for about 25 miles, we will

again. Traveling in the sand and dust.

also leave Platte River in the morning

Sand ankle deep, hard traveling. Came 18
miles and camp on the bank of Sweetwater again and swim the cattle over to

for good.

We started
TUESDAY, JUNE 14
this morning at day break on our long,
dry, dusty days travel. The dust and sand
have been very bad. Passed the Avenue
Rock this afternoon. Traveled 31 miles
and are about to camp. There is not less
than 150 wagons campt around us but
we have left most of the droves behind
and no end to the teams. Had a great
deal of trouble to keep the stock from
drinking the poison or alkali water. It is
almost sure to kill man or beast who
drink it.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15Came 19
miles today, passed Independence Rock
this afternoon and crossed Sweetwater
River on a bridge. Paid $3 a wagon and
swam the stock across. The river is very
high and swift. There are cattle and
horses drowned there every day. One
cow went under the bridge and was
drowned while we were crossing, belonging to another company. The bridge

feed.

MONDAY, JUNE 20 Came 22 miles
today, passed good water once. Passed a
good deal of poisoned water and have
campt in the mountains. Weather warm
and pleasant.

TUESDAY, JUNE 21We have traveled over a very rough, rocky road
today, over mountains close to banks of
snow. Had plenty of snow water to drink.

Husband brought me a large bucket of
snow and one of our hands brought
me a beautiful bunch of flowers which
he said were growing close to the snow,
which was about 6 feet deep. Traveled
16 miles today and have campt on the

mountain about 7 miles from the summit. We are traveling through the South
Pass. The Wind River mountains are off
to our right. Among them is Fremont's
Peak. They look romantic covered with
snow.

rickety and must soon break down.
We are campt 2 miles this side of the
bridge near the river.
THURSDAY, JUNE 16We are now
traveling up Sweetwater Valley between
two mountains, one of them being covered
with snow. Sweetwater is a cool, clear,
beautiful tream and close to its margin
lies the road. This morning we passed
the Devils Gate. Came 16 miles and have
campt on the Sweetwater. No wood or
grass on this side.
FRIDAY, JUNE 17 Concluded to
stay in camp and rest the catle a day or
two. Swam the cattle and horses across
is very

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22Very cold.
Water froze in the buckets, thermometer
down to 30. The boys have on their
overcoats and mittens. Evening. It snowed

little through the day. The road has
been very dusty, but smooth and level
a

as a turnpike. Came 18 miles and campt
about 1/2 mile from Pacific Springs. We
left Sweetwater this morning.

THURSDAY, JUNE 23Cold again
this morning. Water froze over. Came
27 miles and campt on the bank of Little
Sandy River after dark.
FRIDAY, JUNE 24 Came from Little
Sandy to Big Sandy, 7 miles and camp for
a day or two to rest the stock. Good grass
and water here. Henry Miller left us this
morning. We started with five hands and
have only two left.

the river where there is plenty of good
feed. We also get our wood from the
other side. The best swimmers go over
and cut a light cedar log and swim hack
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Still in
SATURDAY, JUNE 25
camp, washing, cooking, sewing, etc.
Weather very pleasant.
SUNDAY, JUNE 2 6We are on our
way again traveling in the dust. We must
go 17 miles or more without water or
grass. Evening. All hands come into camp

tired and out of heart. Husband and myself sick. No feed for the stock. One ox
lame. Camp on the bank of Big Sandy
again.

MONDAY, JUNE 27Cold, cloudy
and very windy, more like November than
June. I am not well enough to get out
of the wagon this morning. The men
have just got their breakfast over and
drove up the stock. It is all hurry and
bustle to get things in order. It's "children
milk the cows, all hands help yoke these
cattle, the devil's in them". Plutarch
answers, "I can't, I must hold the tent
up, it is blowing away". Hurrah boys,

"Who tied these horses ? Seneca6, don't
stand there with your hands in your
pockets. Get your saddles and be ready".

Evening. Traveled 18 miles today and
camps on the bank of Green River and
must wait our turn to cross on a ferry
P2*\

boat. No grass for the poor cattle. All

hands discouraged. We have taken in
two new hands today, which will make us
full handed again.
TUESDAY, JUNE 28Still in camp
waiting to cross. Nothing for the stock
to eat. As far as the eye can reach it is
nothing but a sandy desert and the road
is strewn with dead cattle and the stench
is awful. One of our best oxen too lame
to travel. Have to sell him for what we
can get, to a native for $15. All along
this road we see white men living with
Indians, many of them have trading posts.
They are mostly French and have squaw
wives. Have to yoke up our muley cow
in the ox's place.
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29Cold and
cloudy. The wagons are all crowded up
to the ferry waiting with impatience to
cross. There are 30 or more to cross before us. Have to cross one at a time.
Have to pay $8 a wagon, $1 for a horse
or cow. We swim all our stock. Evening.
We crossed the river about 3 o'clock then
traveled 10 miles and camp close to

Slate Creek. It is cold enough to sit by
the fire.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 30 Traveled 20
miles today and have campt in the mountains near a clear, cold stream of good
water, grass plenty and dry sage brush to
burn. The children have climbed the
mountain to see the sunset.
FRIDAY, JULY 1 We had a fine
shower last night which laid the dust
and freshened the grass. It is cold this
morning, almost freezing. W e are now
ascending a steep mountain. Now we are
at the top. All around us we can see the
snowy mountains and down below is a
beautiful green valley and a small' Indian
village. Evening. Traveled 18 miles today.
Crossed Ham's Fork of Green River this
afternoon and have campt half way up a
steep mountain.

SATURDAY, JULY 2We have been
traveling up and down steep mountains

Paid $1 a wagon to cross. Travel 15
miles over a very hilly road and camp
near the sulphur springs, situated is a
small prairie surrounded by mountains.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 6Travel 20
miles today and camp near a spring (in
Mosquito Valley) . There is plenty of
good grass all along Bear River Valley.
Traded a cow and calf today for a steer
to yoke up with the odd one and find,
after using him half a day, we have been
cheated as he can't stand it to travel.

We have
THURSDAY, JULY 7
traveled 20 miles today, all up hill and
down. It has been very warm and dusty.
We have campt about half a mile off
from the road close to a splendid spring
of limestone water in a beautiful pine
and cedar grove. While I am writing we
are having a fine little shower which is

all day. Came about 15 miles and campt
within 2 miles of Bear River close to a
good spring.
SUNDAY, JULY 3 Bad luck this
morning. Soon after starting one of our

a great treat. Our poor dog gave out with
the heat and sand so that he could not

best oxen took sick and in less than an
hour was dead. Suppose he was poisoned
by alkali water or weeds. Turned out the
odd ox and started on. Crossed Smith's
fork of Bear River. Paid $1 a wagon. It
is a very rapid stream, the worst we have
seen. Nothing but rocks to travel over,

Very pleasant.
FRIDAY, JULY 8
Found our dog last night. We have just
left the soda springs, after regaling ourselves on soda water. This part of the

travel. The boys have gone back after
him. It has cleared off and I must get
supper.

country is very pretty and quite romantic.

We then came on a few miles and stopt
at the Steamboat Springs, a great curio-

close under a steep mountain. Came 10
miles and campt near the foot of a steep
mountain. Water and grass plenty, also

sity, situated near

the bank of Bear

River. It spouts up about

a

foot and a

half, out of a hole in the solid rock.
It is about warm enough to wash in. I

wood. We will stay here till after the
Fourth. Two of our oxen quite lame.

put my handkerchief in to wash and it
drew it under in a moment. It came up.
again and I took better care of it. Afternoon. After traveling 14 miles, we campt
near a spring to rest a sick man, a lame
ox and a lame dog. Grass plenty. Left
Bear River this forenoon.
We passed
SATURDAY, JULY 9
the forks of the Emigrant road yesterday
noon, after leaving the California road.
We find the grass much better as most
of the large trains are bound for California. Noon. Came 10 miles and have
campt on Shoshonee Creek, in this part
of the country the water is all hard, not
fit to wash with yet. Our thermometer

MONDAY, JULY 4It has been very
warm today. Thermometer up to 110 and
yet we can see banks of snow almost
within reach. I never saw the mosquitoes
as bad as they are here. Chat7 has been

sick all day with fever, partly caused by
mosquito bites. The men have been
shoeing one of the lame oxen, the first
one they have tried to shoe. The other
one's foot is much too swollen.
TUESDAY, JULY 5We are camping
on the top of a mountain at noon to rest
a while. It is warm but there is a good
breeze up here. Chatfield is sick yet, had
fever all night. Evening. Crossed 2
creeks today, one with a bridge over.

broke here.
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SUNDAY, JULY 10Travel 9 miles
this forenoon and came to park near
creek. Paid $1 for crossing it on a very
rough bridge, then we stopt awhile to
noon in a small bottom, then travel 8
miles up a mountain and camp near the
top close to a very large spring of clear,
cold water, running from under a snowy
mountain.
MONDAY, JULY 11We will now
descend the mountain. Pleasant weather
but the roads very dusty. Evening. We
have forded Ross's creek and one more

small creek today. Came 15 miles and
camp by a small creek.
TUESDAY, JULY 12 Came 12 miles,
crossed Ross's creek again this morning
on a bridge. Paid 25 cents a wagon and
we have just crossed Portneuf river on a
ferry boat. Paid $2 a wagon and swam
the stock. We are now in sight of the

three Buttes. Evening. Came 10 miles
this afternoon, crossed Panack creek and
have camp this side of it. We are now

traveling down the bank of the Snake
river.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 13We have
just been spending an hour at the American Falls on Snake river. There are several
falls on this river. The river is wide and
deep and very swift in places. We should
cross it and keep down on the other side,
but there is no ferry boat and we have no
way to cross it. Therefore we must keep
down on this side, with very little grass,
while on the other side there is plenty.
Travel 22 miles and camp.
THURSDAY, JULY 14
It is dust
from morning till night with now and
then a sprinkling of gnats and mosquitoes
and as far as the eye can reach it is
nothing but a sandy desert, covered with
wild sage brush, dried up with the heat.
However, it makes good firewood. Evening. I have not felt well today and the
road has been very tedious to me. I have
ridden in the wagon and taken care of
Chatfield till I got tired, then I got out
and walked in the sand and stinking
sage brush till I gave out and I feel thankful we are about to camp, after 22 miles

traveling, on the bank
About dark, river high.

of Raft river.

FRIDAY, JULY 15
Last night I
helpt get supper and went to bed, too
sick

to eat

any myself.

Had fever all
night and all day. It is sundown and the
fever has left me. I am able to creep
around and look at things and brighten
up a little. The sun has been very hot
today. Remained in camp nearly all day
waiting for the river to fall. We forded
the river late this afternoon by raising
the wagon beds a foot, to prevent the

water from running in. We have encampt
about half a mile from the same place.
The bottom here is full of poison water.
SATURDAY, JULY 16 We came 16
miles over a very rough, rocky road, with-

out water, then rested 2 hours and travel
4 more and have campt near Swamp
creek.

SUNDAY, JULY 17We are traveling
through the Digger Indian country but

have not seen any yet. We crossed Swamp
creek this forenoon and Goose creek this
afternoon. Goose creek is almost straight
down and then straight up again. Several
things pitched out of the wagons into the
creek. Travel over some very rocky
ground. Here Chat fell out of the wagon

but did not get hurt much. Came

25

miles today and camp, after dark, near
the bank of the Snake river.
MONDAY, JULY 18 Traveled 22
miles. Crossed one small creek and have
camped on one called Rock creek. It is
here the Indians are so troublesome. This
creek is covered with small timber and
thick underbrush, a great hiding place,
and while in this part of the country the
men have to guard the stock all night.
One man, traveling ahead of us, had all
his horses stolen and never found them as
we know of. I was very much frightened
while at this camp and lay awake all
night. I expected every minute we would
all he killed. However, we all found our
scalps on in

the morning. There are

people killed at this place every year.
TUESDAY, JULY 19Came 15 miles.
Crossed Rock creek about noon in the
midst of all the dust. We had a nice little

shower, which laid the dust and made
traveling much better. Campt about 3
o'clock, close to a canyon in Rock creek.
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 20Dry traveling today. No grass, water is very

in order, for

Stopt at noon to water at a very
bad place on Snake river 11/2 miles or
more down a steep bank or precipice. The

cattle looked like little dogs down there
and after all the trouble getting the poor

things down, they were so tired they

with the water roaring and tumbling 10
or 15 feet below it. This bridge is cornposed of rocks. All around us is nothing
but a solid mass of rocks with water ripping and tearing over them. Here we have
unloaded all the wagons and pack everything across by hand. Then we are only
on an island. There is a worse place to
cross yet, a branch of the same. Have to
stay on the island all night and wait our
turn to cross. There are a good many

could not drink and were obliged to

travel back and take the dusty road again.
We are still traveling on in search of
water, water.
THURSDAY, JULY 21 Very warm,

traveled 25 miles yesterday and campt
after dark 1/2 mile from Snake river.
Crossed Salmon river about noon today
and are now traveling down Snake river
till we reach the ferry. Afternoon. Came
12 miles and have campt close to the
ferry. Our turn will come to cross in the
night. Have to pay $4 a wagon to cross
on ferry boat and swim the stock, which
is a very hard job on such a large river.
Indians all around our wagons.
Crossed the
FRIDAY, JULY 22

camped on the island and there are
camps on each side of it. There is no
chance to pitch a tent as this island is a
solid rock, so we must sleep the best we
can with the water roaring on each side
of us. The empty wagons, cattle and horses
have to he taken further up the river and
crossed by means of the chains and ropes.
The way we cross this branch is to climb
down about 6 feet on rocks and then a
wagon bed bottom will just reach across,
from rocks to rocks. It must then be fastened at each end with ropes or chains
so that you can cross on it and then we
climb up the rocks on the other side. In
this way everything has to be taken across.
Some take their wagons to pieces and take
them over in this way.

daybreak and found the

smell of carrion so bad that we left as
soon as possible. Dead cattle are lying in
every direction. Still there were a good
many getting their breakfast among all
the stench. I walked off among the rocks
while the men were getting the cattle
ready, then we drove a mile or so and
halted to get breakfast. Here Chat had
a very narrow escape from being run
over. Just as we were all getting ready to
start, Chatfield, the rascal, came around
the forward wheel to get into the wagon.
At that moment the cattle started and he
fell under the wagon. Somehow he kept
from under the wheels and escaped with
only a good, or should I say bad, scare.
I never was so much frightened in my
life. I was in the wagon at the time, putting things in order and supposed Frances8 was taking care of him. After traveling 6 miles, we have encamped for
the day, on the bank of a creek full of
springs. A fine place to wash, rest the
cattle. Plenty of good grass. Afternoon.

Crossed the
SUNDAY, JULY 24
river this morning and got loaded up,
then traveled 161/2 miles without water.
Then we came to a creek of poison water
in the bottom. Did not dare to stay there.
Came on a mile and a half to a spring in
the bottom and have camped. The Indians
are very bad here. Have to keep watch
all night.

MONDAY, JULY 25Bad luck this
morning to start with. A calf took sick
and died before breakfast. Soon after
starting one of our best cows was taken

sick and died in a short time. Presume
they were both poisoned with water or

Rained some.

SATURDAY, JULY 23We took

good days drive. Travel

about 5 miles and here we are, up a stump
again, with a worse place than we have
ever had before us to be crossed, called
Bridge creek. I suppose it takes its name
from a natural bridge which crosses it.
This bridge is only wide enough to admit
one person at a time. A frightful place,

scarce.

river before

a

weeds. Left our poor cow for the wolves
and started on. Evening. It has been very

a

fresh start this morning, with everything
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warm today. Traveled 18 miles and have
campt right on top of a high, round sand
hill, a fine mark for the Indians. We have

this branch, as fas as we dared, to find it
cool enough to bath in. It was still very
hot and I believe I never spent such an
uneasy, sleepless night in my life. I
felt as if I was in the bad place. I still
believe it was not very far off. I was
glad when morning came and we left.
THURSDAY, JULY 28
Filled all
the empty vessels last night with water to
cool for the stock. Have traveled 12 miles
today and have campt in the prairie 5 or

also got onto a place that is full of rattlesnakes. One of our oxen sick.
Very warm
TUESDAY, JULY 26
and terribly dusty. We ascended a long,

tedious mountain this forenoon, crossed
one little creek about noon, all the water
we have seen today. It is near night and
we are still traveling on, urging our poor
tired cattle on till we find water. It looks
as if it never rains in this region, it is so

6 miles from water. Chat is quite sick

with scarlet fever.
FRIDAY, JULY 29Came 18 miles
over some very rocky road and campt by
a spring. Chat is some better.
SATURDAY, JULY 30
Travel 16
miles over a very hilly but good road and
camp by a stream of water and good
grass. It has been very warm today.
SUNDAY, JULY 31Cool and pleasant, but very dusty. Came 12 miles and
campt about 1 o'clock not far from Boise
river. We will stay here a day or two to
rest and revive our cattle.

dry and dusty. We have been jumping
and jolting over rocks all day and are now
about to camp near a creek of clear, cold
water. Traveled 17 miles.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
Another
fine cow died this afternoon. Came 15
miles today and have campt at the boiling springs, a great curiosity. They bubble
up out of the earth boiling hot. I have
only to pour water onto my tea and it is
made. There is no cold water in this part.
Husband and myself wandered far down
Scruhbec.,

the ch'Ildren
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Still in camp.
MONDAY, AUG. 1
Have been washing all day and all hands
have had all the wild currants we could
eat. They grow in great abundance along
the river. There are 3 kinds, red, black
and yellow. This evening another of our
best milk cows died. Cattle are dying off

all along this road. We are
hardly ever out of sight of dead cattle
on this side of Snake river. This cow
very fast

was well and fat an hour before she died.

Cut the second cheese today.
Traveled 12
TUESDAY, AUG. 2
miles today and have just campt on the
bank of the Boise river. The boys have
all crossed the river to gather currants.
This river is a beautiful clear stream of
water running over a stony bottom. I
think it is the prettiest river I have seen
as yet. The timber on it is balm of gilead.
Made a nice lot of currant pies this after-

many a drove of cattle that could not be

got over without their help. By paying
them a small sum, they will take a horse
by the bridle or halter and swim over
with him. The rest of the horses all follow and by driving and hurrahing to the
cattle they will almost always follow the
horses. Sometimes they falter and turn
back. This Fort Boise is nothing more
than 3 new buildings. Its inhabitants, the
Hudson Bay Company, a few Frenchmen,
some half naked Indians, half breeds etc.
SATURDAY, AUG. 6Got all safe
across the river by noon and it being 15
miles to the next water, we are obliged

to camp here, near the river, till morning.
Camps all around us.
Traveled 15
SUNDAY, AUG. 7
miles and have just reached Malheur river

and have campt. The roads have been
very dusty, no water, nothing but dust and

noon.

dead cattle all day. The air is filled with
the odor from dead cattle.
We have to
MONDAY, AUG. 8
make a drive of 2 2 miles without water
today. Have our cans filled to drink.
Here we left, unknowingly, our Lucy behind. Not a soul had missed her until
we had gone some miles, when we stopped for a while to rest the cattle. Just

Evening.
WEDNESDAY, AUG. 3
Traveled 18 miles and have campt about
one half mile from the river. Plenty of
good grass,

THURSDAY, AUG. 4We have just
crossed Boise or Reid's river. It is deep
fording, but by raising the wagon beds
about a foot and being very careful, we
are all landed safe and about to camp not

then another train drove up behind us

far from the bank of the river. Have

with Lucy. She was terribly frightened
and so were some more of us when we
found out what a narrow escape she had
run. She said she was sitting under the
bank of the river when we started, busy
watching some wagons cross, and did not
know we were ready. I had supposed she
was in Mr. Carl's wagon, as he always
took charge of Frances and Lucy and I
took care of Myra and Chat. When starting he asked for Lucy and Frances says,
"She's in Mother's wagon", as she often
came there to have her hair combed. It
was a lesson to all of us. Evening. It is
nearly dark and we are still toiling on till
we find a camping place. The little ones

traveled 20 miles today. Have also seen
a good many Indians and bought fish
of them. They all seem peaceful and
friendly.

FRIDAY, AUG. 5We have just bid
the beautiful Boise river, with her green
timber and rich currants, farewell and are
now on our way to the ferry on Snake
river. Evening. Traveled 18 miles today

and have just reached Fort Boise and
campt. Our turn will come to cross sometime tomorrow. There is one small ferry

boat running here, owned by the Hudson (sic) Bay Company. Have to pay $3
a wagon. Our worst trouble at these large
rivers is swimming the stock over. Often,

have curled down and gone to sleep with-

out supper. Wind high and it is cold
enough for a great coat and mittens.
TUESDAY, AUG. 9Came into camp

after swimming nearly half way over,
the poor things will turn and come out

again. At this place, however, there are

last night at 9 o'clock after traveling 191/4
miles. Enough water in our cans to make

Indians who swim the river from morning

till night. It is fun for them. There is
50

tea for supper.

Men all tired and hungry.

about 1 o'clock. Another ox sick. We
will rest here until morning.
MONDAY, AUG. 15
Traveled 11
miles. Powder river is a small clear
stream, and have campt on a small creek
about 12 miles from the Grande Ronde
Valley.

groped around in the dark and got
supper over, after a fashion. We are now
on our way to Birch creek, which is 21/4
miles from our camp. Halted at Birch
creek and got breakfast, then started on
17
and traveled as far as Burnt river
and campt.
miles
I

TUESDAY, AUG. 16 Slow traveling on account of our oxen having sore
feet and the roads being very rocky.
Passed the Sylvest Springs. Traveled 12

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 10 Traveled
12 miles, crossed Burnt river 5 times and
have campt on the bank of it about 4
o'clock in the afternoon to repair the
wagons. Everything cold.
Frost this
THURSDAY, AUG. 11
morning. Three of our hands got discontented and left us this morning to pack
through. I am pleased, as we shall get

miles and now we have a long, steep,
rocky hill to descend into the Valley. It

mile long, very steep and very rocky.
From the top of this hill we could see a
hand of Indian horses in the valley below
and being mostly white, they looked like
a flock of chickens. After reaching the
is a

along just as well without them and I
shall have 3 less to wait on. Evening.
Came 10 miles today and crossed Burnt
river 4 times. Have campt near a small
spring about 3 miles from the river.
FRIDAY, AUG. 12 Came 12 miles

bottom of this hill with a good deal of
difficulty, we find ourselves in a most
lovely valley and have campt close to a
spring which runs through it. There are
also two or three trading posts here and
a great many fine looking Kayuse Indians
riding around on their handsome ponies.

today. Crossed Burnt river twice. Lost one
of our oxen. We were traveling slowly
along, when he dropped dead in the
yoke. We unyoked and turned out the

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 17 Crossed
the Grande Ronde Valley, which is 8
miles across and have camped close to

odd ox and drove around the dead one.
And so it is all along this road. We are

the foot of the mountain. Good water
and feed aplenty. There are some 50 or
more wagons campt around us. Lucy

continually driving around the dead cattle.
Shame on the man who has no pity for
the poor dumb brutes that have to travel
and toil month after month on this desolate road. I could hardly help shedding

and Myra have their

feet

and

legs

poisoned, which gives me a good deal
of trouble. Bought some fresh salmon
of the Indians this evening, which is

tears when we drove round this poor ox
who had helped us along this far and
had even given us his very last step.

quite a treat for

us. It

is the first we

have seen.

THURSDAY, AUG. 18Commenced
the ascent of the Blue mountains. It is
a lovely morning and all hands seem to
be delighted with the prospect of being

We have campt on a branch of Burnt
river.

SATURDAY, AUG. 13 Traveled 5
miles this morning, then stopped to
water at a spring. It is near night now
but we are traveling on through dust and
over rocks, until we find water. Had
none since morning.
SUNDAY, AUG. 14
Camped last
night after dark, after traveling 15 miles.
We are in a large bottom, near some
puddles of very poor water. Found out

so near

the timber again after weary

months of travel on the dry, dusty sage
plains, with nothing to relieve the eye.
Just now the men are hollowing to hear
their

echo

ring through the woods.

Evening. Traveled 10 miles today and
down steep hills and have just campt on
the banks of the Grande Ronde river in
a dense forest of pine timber. A most
beautiful country.

this

morning that it needed straining.
Afternoon. After traveling 10 miles we
have campt on the bank of Powder river,

FRIDAY, AUG. 19 Quite cold this
morning. Water frozen over in the buc51

No feed for the poor stock. It is
quite warm. Came 5 miles this morning and have just stopped at the Indian
Agency to fill our cans at the well.
Evening. After filling our cans with

Traveled 13 miles over very bad
roads and without water. After looking

us.

kets.

in vain for water, we were about to give
up, as it was near night, when husband
came across a company of friendly Kayuse Indians about to camp. They showed
him where to find water IA mile down
a steep mountain and we have all campt
together, with plenty of pine timber all
around us. The men and boys have
driven the cattle down to water and I
am waiting for water to get supper. This
forenoon we bought a few potatoes of
an Indian. These will be a treat for our

water we came on and stopped at noon
to let the cattle pick dry grass as it is

too warm to travel

in

the middle of

miles and
crossed Butter Creek, then a mile up
the creek and have encamped near a
good spring. As there is no feed near
the

day.

Then came

10

the road, the men have driven the stock
a

supper.

mile and a half out to dry bunch grass.

THURSDAY, AUG. 25

Cold all
SATURDAY, AUG. 20
day. Came 11 miles and campt about 2
o'clock in a pine and fir forest close to

We will

of poor water. Grass very
scarce. Fifteen miles more and we will

remain in camp today to wash and rest
the cattle. It is 18 miles to the next
water. Cottonwood and willows to burn.
We will start this evening and travel a
few miles after dark. It is too hot and

leave the Blue Mountains.

dusty to

SUNDAY, AUG. 21Cold. After a
great deal of trouble we find all our

Campt about 9 o'clock in the dry prairie.

a small stream

FRIDAY, AUG. 26 Came 6 miles
last night and 12 today and have just
reached a small spring where we can
only water one ox at a time by dipping
up buckets full. This spring seems to
rise up out of the ground and then fall
again right off. We will camp here and
drive the cattle a mile to feed. A good

cattle. We got started about 11 o'clock

and traveled 4 miles, then stopped to
noon, not far from a spring. Then traveled on 3 or 4 miles more and turned
out to let the cattle feed an hour. Feed
very scarce. Evening. We are descending
a long mountain. It is nearly dark. Came
12 miles and still traveling.

MONDAY, AUG. 22I began

many Indians camped around us. Bought
salmon of them for supper and breakfast. Sage brush to burn.
SATURDAY, AUG. 27 Came 5
miles and stopped at the well spring
about noon and watered the stock. Then
drove them out to grass. This well
spring is not much better than a mud
hole. We will remain in camp until
evening. Our cattle are weak and in
order to save them we travel slowly and
rest during the heat of the day. 15
miles to the next water.
SUNDAY, AUG. 28 Started last
night about sundown and drove 5 miles.
Found tolerably good grass to turn the
cattle into. Started very early this morning and drove as far as Willow Creek,
10 miles, and campt again till evening.
Plenty of willows to burn but no running water. It is standing in pools along

to

think last night we would never get to
the foot of the mountain. It was 4
miles long. However, we came into
camp after 9 o'clock at night and find
ourselves in the Umatilla Valley, a
warmer climate, more like summer. No
feed for the poor stock. We are now
traveling on the Nez Perce plains. Warm
weather and very dusty. Came 12 miles
and campt at a spring TA mile from the

Umatilla river. Grass all dead but the
stock eat it greedily. For fuel, willows
and some little sage brush.
TUESDAY, AUG. 23 Very warm.

Grass all dead. Dust is worse than ever
today.
cattle.

I

travel in the heat of the day.

can hardly see the tongue

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 24 Traveled
20 miles yesterday and came into camp
after dark on the banks of the Umatilla
river. Numbers were camped around

the creek and very poor. It will be 22
miles before we get water again.
52

MONDAY, AUG. 29 Traveled 10
miles last night and 12 today and have
camped about 1 o'clock on Rock Creek.
Weather very warm and dust bad.
Traveled 7
TUESDAY, AUG. 30
miles this morning. Crossed Rock Creek
4 times and have just crossed John Day
river and encamped on the hank of it
about 1 o'clock, not far from a trading
post. Here husband sold an ox that
was unable to work, for S25. We will

of this river as it is 25
miles to the next. Our camp is in a
make the best

glade, surrounded
by hills, and our cattle and horses are
feeding among the hills, a mile or two

very pretty valley or

distant. Close to us lies the river, a
beautiful clear stream, running over a
gravelly bottom.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 31Still in
camp. It was too stormy to start out last
evening, as intended.

The wind

was

high all afternoon and the dust and
sand so had we could hardly see. Thundered and rained a little in the evening.
It rained and blew very hard all night.
Is still raining this morning, the air
cold and chilly. It blew so hard last
night some of our buckets and pans
were blown from under the wagons and
this morning we found them, and other
things which were not secured, scattered
all over the valley. One or two pans
came up missing. Everything is packed
up ready for a start. The men folks are
out hunting the cattle. The children and
very

myself

are

shivering around

in

THURSDAY, SEPT. 1Traveled 8
miles last night and campt in the prairie
without wood or water. Afternoon.
After traveling 11 miles and descending
a

long hill we have encamped not far

from the Columbia River. Made a nice
dinner of fried salmon. Quite a number
of Indians were camped around us, for
the purpose of selling salmon to the
emigrants.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 2Came 5 miles
this morning and are now crossing Fall
(or Deschutes as it is called here) river
on a ferry boat. Pay $3 a wagon and
swim the stock. This river is very swift
and full of rapids. Evening. Traveled
5 miles this afternoon.
Ascended and
descended a long, steep hill, crossed
Olney's Creek and have campt on the
hill close to it. Cold weather and no
wood. Plenty good grass.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 3
Cool and
pleasant. Had a fine shower last night
which laid the dust and makes traveling
much better. Here husband (being run
out of money) sold his sorrel mare
(Fan) for $125. Evening. Traveled 17
miles today. Crossed Olney's (or 15
mile creek) 7 times and have campt on
the bank of it. We are near the timber
once more.

Clear and
SUNDAY, SEPT. 4
bright. Had a fine view of Mt. Hood,
Helens

and

Jefferson.

Evening.
Traveled 15 miles today without water.
After descending a long, steep, rocky
and very tedious hill, we have campt in
a valley on the bank of Indian creek,
near some Frenchmen who have a trading post. There are also a good many
St.

the

wagons. Nothing for fires in these parts
and the weather is very disagreeable.
Evening. Got a late start this morning.
Traveled about a mile and were obliged
to stop and turn the cattle out on account of rain. At noon it cleared off.
We ate dinner and started. Came up a

Indians encamped around us. No feed

for the cattle tonight.

15

miles more

will take us to the foot of the mountains.
MONDAY, SEPT. 5Passed a sleepless night last night as a good many of
the Indians camped around us were
drunk and noisy and kept up a continual
racket which made all hands uneasy and
kept our poor dog on the watch all
night. I say poor dog because he is
nearly worn out with traveling through
the day and should rest at night, but he

long and awfully rocky hollow, in
danger every moment of smashing our
wagons. After traveling 7 miles, we
halted in the prairie long enough to
cook supper. Split up some of the deck
boards of our wagons to make a fire.
Got supper over and are on our way
again. Cloudy and quite cold all day.

hates an Indian and will not let one
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come near the wagons if he can help it.
Doubtless they would have done some
long
a
Ascended
for
him.
mischief but
steep hill this morning, which was very
hard on the cattle and also on myself
as I thought I should never get to the
top although I rested two or three times.
After traveling about 2 miles over some
very pretty rolling prairie, we have
turned our cattle out to feed a while, as
they had nothing last night. Evening.
Traveled about 12 miles today and have
encamped on a branch of the Deschutes
and turned our cattle and horses out to
tolerably good bunch grass.
TUESDAY, SEPT. 6Still in camp,
washing and overhauling the wagons to
make them as light as possible to cross
the mountains. Evening. After throwing away a good many things and burning up most of the deck boards of our

For my part I dare not look to the top
of them for fear of breaking my neck.
We have campt on a little stream called
Sandy. No feed for the stock except
flour but by driving them a mile or so,
they can get a little swamp grass or pick
brush.
FRIDAY, SEPT. 9 Came 81/4 miles.
Crossed Sandy 4 times. Came over

corduroy roads, through swamps, over
rocks and hummocks. The worst road
that could be imagined or thought of.
Have encamped about 1 o'clock in a
little opening near the road. The men
have driven the cattle a mile off from
the road to try and find grass and rest
them until morning. We hear the road
is still worse on ahead. There is a great
deal of laurel growing here which will
poison the stock if they eat it. There
no end to the wagons, buggys, yokes,
chains, etc., that are lying all along the
road. Some splendid good wagons just
left standing, perhaps with the owners
name on them. Many are the poor
horses and mules, oxen, cows, etc., that
are dead in these mountains. Afternoon.
Slight shower.
Pleasant.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 10
Noon. We have just halted in a little
valley at the foot of Big Laurel Hill,
to rest ourselves and the poor, weary
cattle, for an hour or so. We dare not
rest long in these mountains for fear
of a storm, which would be almost certain to kill off all our stock. The poor
things need the rest after what they
have gone through this forenoon. It
would be useless for me with my pencil
to describe the awful road we have just
passed over. Let fancy picture a train
of wagons and cattle passing through a
crooked chimney and we have Big Laurel
is

wagons so as to lighten them, got my
washing done and started on again.

Crossed two branches, traveled 3 miles
and have campt near the gate or foot of
the Cascade Mountains (here I was sick
all night because of my washing and
working too hard).
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 7First day
in the mountains. Came 16 miles today.

Crossed the Deschutes, or a branch of

it, 4 times and have encamped on the
bank of it. Bought flour at 20 cents
per pound to feed the stock.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 8Traveled 14
miles over the worst road that was ever
made, up and down, very steep, rough
and rocky hills, through mud holes,

twisting and winding round stumps, logs
and fallen trees. Now we are on the
end of a log, now bounce down in a
mud hole, now over the big root of a
tree, or rock. Then bang goes the other
side of the wagon and woe be to whatever is inside (there is very little chance
to turn out of this road on account of
These
the timber and fallen trees)

Hill. After descending several bad hills,

mountains are a dense forest of pines,
fir, white cedar or redwood. The handsomest timber in the world must be in

one called Little Laurel Hill, which I
thought as bad as could be, but in reality
was nothing to this last one called Big
Laurel. It is something more than 1/4
mile long, very rocky all the way, quite
steep, winding, sideling, deep down,
slippery and muddy, made so by a spring

these Cascade Mountains. Many of the
trees are 300 feet high and so dense as
to almost exclude the light of heaven.

times the cattle and wagons are almost

.

running the entire length of the hill.
This road is cut down so deep that at
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no
room
with
for
the
sight,
of
out
the
bank.
A very
except
on
drivers
difficult place to drive, and dangerous,

clear water.
farm.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 13Ascended 3
very steep, muddy hills this morning.
Drove over some muddy, miry ground
and through mud holes and have just
halted at the first farm to noon and rest
awhile and buy feed for the stock. Paid
$1.50 per hundred for hay. Price of

and to make matters worse there was a
slow poking train ahead of us which
kept stopping every few minutes, and

another behind us that kept swearing
and hurrying our folks on. There they
all were, with the poor cattle all on the
strain, holding back the heavy wagons
on the slippery road. The men and
boys had their hands full and I was
obliged to take care of myself and the
little ones as best I could, there being
no road except the one where the teams
traveled. We kept as near the road as

fresh beef 16 and 18 as. per pound,
butter $1, eggs $1 a doz., and onions
$4 and $5 per bushel. All too dear for
poor folks so we have treated ourselves
to some small turnips at the rate of 25
cts., per dozen. Got rested and are now
ready to travel again. Evening. Traveled
14 miles today. Crossed Deep creek
and have encamped on its bank, a very
dull looking place. Grass very scarce.
We may now call ourselves through,
they say, and here we are in Oregon
making our camp in an ugly bottom with
no home except our wagons and tent.
It is drizzling and the weather looks
dark and gloomy. Here old man Fuller
left us and Wilson Carl remains.

could, winding around the fallen
timber. Sometimes I had to lift or carry
Chat. At others it was necessary to hold
my nose to keep from smelling the carrion. I must quit as all hands are getting
ready to travel again. Evening. Came
we

Crossed Sandy river
once and have campt by it about dark.
Fed the stock flour and cut down alders
for them to browse on. Nothing else
for them, the poor things. Kept them
yoked and tied all night. (Here I was
sick all night and not able to get out
of the wagon in the morning.)
SUNDAY, SEPT. 11 Traveled 12
10

miles today.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14Still in
Raining and quite disagreeable.
THURSDAY, SEPT. 15
Still in
camp and still raining. I was sick all
camp.

miles today. Crossed Sandy (or Zigzag)
river once and have encamped close to
a spring branch and drove the cattle ',/2
mile from the road to feed on swamp
grass. The road has been a very little
better today, although we came down

night.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 16

Still in camp.

Rain in the forenoon and clear in the
afternoon. Washed some this forenoon.
In camp
SATURDAY, SEPT. 17
yet. Still raining. Noon. It has cleared
off and we are all ready for a start again
for some place we don't know where.

some very bad hills and through mud
holes.

MONDAY, SEPT. 12
Came 12
miles today. Crossed Sandy once, ascended three very steep hills, passed over the
(they call it here) Devils Backbone. We
also passed some very pretty country
today. We stopped to noon at a beautiful spot. It was prairie, interspersed
with strips of pretty fir timber, with the
branches sweeping the ground. To the
left of us was a deep ravine, with a clear
stream of water meandering through it.
(This pretty place was along toward the
end of the old fellows backbone) Passed

Evening. Came 6 miles and have encamped in a fence corner by a Mr.

Lambert's about 7 miles from MilwauTurn our stock out to tolerably
good feed.
kie.

A few days later my eighth child9
was born. After this we picked up and
ferried across the Columbia River, utilizing a skiff, canoes and flatboat. It took

days. Here husband traded 2 yoke of
oxen for a half section of land with IA
acre planted to potatoes, a small log
cabin and lean-to with no window. This
3

.

one new made
have encamped

It is 3 miles to the first

claim this evening and
near a small stream of

is the journey's end.
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FOOTNOTES
son
England,
the
of Simeon and
Chuckfield
parish,
Sussex
county,
April
5,
1808
in
1. Born

Frances Knight. As infant moved to Madistone, Kent county, his mother's native town, where
he lived until 1825. With his father he emigrated to the United States, landing at New York
on Nov. 7, 1825. While the father settled in Wayne county, Joel went to Canandargua,
Ontario county, where he resided until April 1831, learning the hatters trade. From 1831 to
1834 he moved about from place to place plying his trade until he landed in Boston. There
he began the study of medicine. On Sept. 18, 1834 he married Amelia Stewart of that city.

He continued his studies until March of 1837 when, with his wife and 5-month-old son,
Plutarch, he moved to Iowa, then forming part of Wisconsin. The family lived there for 16
years before, for reasons of health, they decided to try their luck in the Oregon country.
Later he represented Clark county in the Territorial legislature. He died May 20, 1867
his Clark county claim which consisted of 319 acres in Sections 5 and 8; Township 1, North;

Range 3 East.
2. Born in Iowa, 1842. Drowned in Columbia river near Knight homestead, 1867. Farmer and
stockraiser.

3. Mrs. J. J. Winder. Born in Iowa, 1845. Died 1877. Homemaker.
4. Plutarch born in Boston, Oct. 21, 1836. Educated at Willamette University. Studied law and
was admitted to the Oregon bar in 1863. Edited Salem Stateman two years, served as pastor

of Oregon City Congregational church two years and for several years was pastor of Congregational church at Salem. Resigned pastorate there to give more attention to the school for the

deaf and dumb he had founded in 1870 and which he directed for several years before it
became the Oregon School for the Deaf. Resumed ministerial work after that and organized
a number of ministerial missions. One of these, in East Salem, became the Knight Memorial

church. He died Jan. 29, 1915.
5. Mrs. W. B. Patterson. Born in Iowa 1848. Homemaker.
6. Born in Iowa 1838. Died 1873. Farmer and stockman.
7. Born in Iowa 1851. Carpenter and horticulturist.
8. Mrs. Nathan Pearcy. Born in Iowa 1840. Died in Portland 1925. Teacher and homemaker.
9. Wilson C. Knight. Died 1928. Trapper and carpenter.

iii

Pioneer Mother Statue
in Esther Short Park
Copy by W. H. Richardson
56

The Old Mission and School
at Saint John's
By REBECCA CURTIN

It was in the midst of the towering
firs of the original uncut forest that the

eventually be erected there. The Sisters,
however, had opened Providence Acad-

of St. John the Evangelist
was built "in St. John's Mission", in
1868. It was dedicated by Most Rev.

emy only 14 years earlier and were not
in a position to start another school out
in the wilderness at that time. A group
of homesteaders met in the church building on January 17, 1971, and again in
March, May, and October of the same
year. Boundaries for the new School
District 21 were established, and a School
Board was elected. Members of the Board
were George B. Ernst, Patrick Cleary, and

first church

A. M. A. Blanchet, First Bishop of Nisqually, on November .5th of the same
year. The expression in St. John's Mission" used by Monsignor John B. Boulet,
in an article written in 1912, indicates
that the Mission was older than the
church building. Prior to 1868, Mass was

celebrated in the homes of the residents,
by missionary priests from St. James Cath-

Eugene White, for 3-year, 2-year, and 1year terms, respectively. James Padden,
clerk, was to serve for three years. At the
October meeting a tax levy "to build a
public school" was voted down. How
modern those early settlers were They
decided to raise the needed money by subscription, and they built the school just

edral in Vancouver. My uncle, Johnny
Curtin, told of the exciting dog fights he
witnessed as a boy when neighbors, accompanied by their dogs, invaded the

!

domain of dogs on the homestead where

being held.
The original mission church of St.

services were

east

across

the road from

St.

John's Cemetery, where the first little
grave (that of 3-year-old Anna Elizabeth
Lee) had been since 1869.

John's was built on the 3i/72-acre tract

donated by Mr. and Mrs. Thomas

of and

J.

Thornton, for use as the site of a Catholic
church and a cemetery. Its location was
about 6 miles northeast of Vancouver, on

The school building was of whip-sawed
lumber, a box structure, 1 by 12's battened vertically with 1 by 4's, and white-

the old St. John's Road, and just south
of the St. John's Cemetery (still being

washed inside and out. It was almost
square, perhaps 16 by 20 feet in size,

used) . It was perhaps 20 by 30 feet in
size, with a lean-to sacristy on its west
end, and was built of "whipsawed" lumber, by volunteer labor. Later on, rustic of
planed lumber was added, and it was
painted white. The inside walls were
papered, and had a wainscot of smooth
lumber painted brown. The pews were
home-made wooden benches, used until
the second St. James Cathedral was built
in Vancouver in 1885. St. John's was
given the pews and the Stations of the
Cross from the old St. James.
The first St. John's School was built
in 1871, on a part of the 7-acre tract
which the Thorntons had given to the

with its gable ends facing north and
south. The door was on the "long" side,
facing the road and the cemetery. Desks
and benches were of rough lumber, and
each accommodated two "scholars"; boys
on one side of the room, and girls on the
other. There were no compartments for
hooks in those desks; they were placed
on the benches, or on the desk tops. The

rough lumber made a poor surface for
writing, but since slates were generally
used, that was no problem. The blackboard was reala slab of smooth lumber
nailed to the front wall, and painted
black. On a bench near the door were

the usual water pail with its tin dipper,

Sisters of Charity of Providence, probably
in the hope that a Church school might

and wash basin. There was no well. Water
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were among the French settlers. Descendants of the Acadians whom the British
had moved out of Nova Scotia in 1755,

carried from the open well on the
nearby Thornton place.
The first teacher at St. John's School
was G. S. Coffee. His contract (a most
elaborate article) provided for two 3month terms of school, starting on the
first Monday in May of 1872, at a salary
of $170 (in U. S. gold coin!). Mr. Coffee was to be paid in two equal installments: $85 at the end of the first three
months, and a like amount at the end of
was

Gratian LeBlanc's people had lived

in
Louisiana for generations, but late in the
1840's the clan decided to move west-

ward. Members of the party included the
LeBlanc parents (Gratian and Victoria),
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Thornton, Mr.
and Mrs. John B. Lee, and Eugene White.

Mrs. Thornton and Mrs. Lee were the
LeBlanc daughters, and Eugent (originally LeBlanc) , the son. Theirs was a
huge outfit, when they started
125
wagons, an orchestra, several servants,
and cattle and horses. In Arkansas they
made a lengthy stay, and moved west
again with a streamlined wagon train.

the second term (on or about November
1) . Board and lodging were furnished,
without charge, by the parents of the

pupils. "Sickness and bad health herein
provided for" said the contract. Whose
sickness and how provided for it did not
state.

At The Dalles the train had been

suppose the reason the first school
sessions at St. John's were held during
summer and fall months was because the
roads were deep in mud during the winter. Many of the scholars walked two or
even three miles to school. The records
I

duced to three wagons. After spending

some years at the early American settlement, Oregon City, Thornton, Lee, and

White took up homesteads in the

The first marriage at St. John's Mission occured on November 21, 1871. On

that date Alfred Thornton (eldest son
of Thomas J.) and Arrilla Mc Cumber

In June of 1872, the School Board
found they had only $135.28 in the

were united in a ceremony performed by

treasury. They decided to make up the

Father Hylebos.
Immediately after his ordination in
1874, Rev. John B. Boulet succeeded Rev.
Peter Hylebos as missionary priest at St.
John's, and at the "Lewis River Mission"

$34.72 needed to pay the $170 teacher's
salary, by assessing the parents at the rate
of $1.50 per scholar. Parents so assessed
were Pat Cleary, Eugene White, Henry
B.

St.

John's area.

show, nevertheless, that school attendance
was quite regular.

Merton, John Burgy, Geo.

re-

Ernst,

( Pioneer) and other mission posts in
the country. Father Boulet traveled on
horseback to St. John's, but to some of

Michael Curtin, Aldy Neal, John B. Lee,
John McCarty, James Padden, and John
Moran. Record of payments indicates an
enrollment of 21 pupils. They had raised
almost enough to cover the deficit, and
went "over the top" when Father Hylebos

his stations travel was by river boat. He
had only two church buildings at St.
John's and at Pioneer until the "Dublin" Church (north of Battle Ground)

added a contribution of $30practically
doubling the amount they'd collected.
Father Hylebos was the first missionary
priest regularly serving St. John's Church
(on one Sunday each month) . Relations
between the school and the church were
apparently very cordial, for most of the
school patrons were members of Rev.
Hylebos's flock.
The earliest settlers in the St. John's

was

built in 1877. It is from articles

written later by the then Monsignor
Boulet that we have learned much of the
history of the early Catholic missions of
Clark County.
As their names indicate, many of the
original settlers in St. John's were Irish.
They were representative of the immigrants who came to America in the
1840's, following the Irish Potato Famine.
After some years in Massachusetts, New
York, or Pennsylvania, several traveled

area arrived in the 1850's and the 1860's.
They were, for the most part, Irish or

French. Members of the LeBlanc family
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remove the one picture which she found
objectionable. During the next week-end
the likeness of the English queen disappeared, suite mysteriously. Now it can
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flames of the kitchen stove of a true
Irish mother!

John Donovan and the James McCarty
families, Quinn Healy, and Owen McKenna. These later arrivals were not
homesteaders ; they purchased their farms.
They did, however, add to the Irish

For a few brief years 1898 to 1903,
St. John's was a parish, with Rev. Francis
Moens as pastor. Men of the congregation built the rectory, south of the church.
There was also a stable for the priest's
horse. From his headquarters at St. John's
Father Moens visited missions at La-

majority at the mission.
So Irish were these early residents that
Rev. Louis de G. Schramm, who served
St. John's Mission in the late 1870's, expressed a desire to learn Gaelic, so that

Camas, Cape Horn, Bear Prairie, Battle

he might more readily converse with some

Ground, and Pioneer.
The second St. John's School opened
in 1901. Larger than the original school

native of Belgium. One dark night, as
he traveled along the River Road, a

building, to accomodate a larger enrollment, it still had only one room. It did,
however, have cloakrooms, a belfry with

of them. Father Schramm, who spoke
French and English very fluently, was a

stranger on horseback stopped the priest

big bell, and factory-made desksan
extremely modern building, of which we
a

and led him to a cabin in the woods.

There he administered the Last Rites to
a dying man. This mysterious encounter
was considered a miracle by pious people
of the area.

were extremely proud. Miss Maggie Goeghegan (later Mrs. Charles Kirch) taught
the last 3-month term in the old building,
and the first term in the new. At that

Very Rev. Louis de G.

time, St. John's School District 21 still
had only six months school each year.

Schramm became pastor of St. James
Cathedral, Vancouver, in 1879.
During the late '70's, it was said, a

ghost frequented the St. John's Road

Barberton ? In those days the term was
applied only to the quarter section which
had been Quinn Healy's farm. This place

as

it wound through the dense woods on the
Donovan place. Hooded like a monk, the
spectral

had been divided into small farms, 20acre tracts, and sold to eight individual
families "new people" the old-timers
called them. Milo Barber bought one of
these tracts, and became postmaster at
the Barberton post office, named in his
honor. The railroad came through at

figure joined late travelers on

moonless and windy nights as they passed
by the northeast corner of the cemetery,
flitted along the edge of the road, and
vanished only when the traveler reached
the clearing on which were the Donovan
farm buildings. Some of the young fellows made light of the ghost story, but

about this period, too, (1889) and named
its station Barberton, instead of St. Johns.
The probable reason for the new designation was to avoid confusion with the St.
Johns across the river. Now a part of
Portland, St. Johns was in the '90's a
separate Oregon town.
The name Barberton was an omen, a

my grandfather Michael said, "It's no
joke, boys. I saw it myself". Sometimes
the Irish can see strange apparitions.
A teacher at the old St. John's School
once arranged a display of pictures of

prominent women of the day
Mrs.
Cleveland, Queen Victoria, Frances E.
Willard, Queen Wilhelmina, and others.
A certain Irish mother saw the display,
and was not entirely pleased with a cer-

tain

sign of changeand the old-timers

re-

sented and resisted change, so far as they
were able. They were not able long, for
as the philosopher said, "There is
nothing permanent except change".

part of it. She instructed her son to
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time as the Glenwood church was built.

New people were coming into the
south end of the school district, too.
Many were living along the Tracy Road
(now called N. E. 88th Street) . When
St. John's school enrollment had grown

Many who had petitioned for a more

centrally located St. John's Church found
it more convenient, and satisfying, to

attend St. James Church in Vancouver

that the school year
had been lengthened to the regulation

to such an extent

each Sunday. One does not blame them;

nine months, agitation began for a larger
buildinga 2-room school. There was
much argument and discussion over the
location of the new school building. The
Barberton residents and those on the
Tracy Road demanded that the school be
built closer to their farms, where the
greater number of the children lived.

fourth Sunday of each month.
There is still a St. John's Church, in
the Glenwood district. The present building was erected in 1950. There are three
Masses each Sunday, and the average at-

The "new people" outnumbered, and

Church. It is now attached to the Sacred
Heart Parish, Battle Ground, instead of
to St. James of Vancouver.
St. Johns Road still meanders north
and east from Vancouver, and out
through the settlement that was called
St. Johns. It no longer leads to St. John's
Church or to St. John's School, and even
misses the cemetery by perhaps a quarter
mile. When one has traveled the roaming
road for some 41/4 miles, he should turn

St. John's still had Mass only on the

tendancefor the three servicestotals
some 500 people. One thing has not
changed

therefore outvoted, the old settlers. Barberton School was erected in 1911, on
what was then known as the Barberton,
or Jaggy, Road. That road is now N. E.
72d Avenue, although the school building is no longer in existence, since School

District 21 was consolidated with the
Battle Ground District quite a few years
ago. Change is indeed permanent!

A like experience befell the old

St.

John's Mission Church, as far as its lo-

St. John's is still

a Mission

left on N. E. 109th Street. That street
borders St. John's Cemetery on its north

cation in the old St. John's community
was concerned. That happened in 1907.

At that time the Orchard and Sifton

side.

settlements had grown to be sizable com-

Is it not symbolic that the cemetery remains as a memorial to the pioneer settlement ? It is still used as the place of interment for deceased members of St. John's
Church
of Glenwood but the older
graves, many unmarked, are those of the
pioneer residents of the original mission
settlement. Time has destroyed the wooden crosses, and some of the stone markers
are dark with moss and lichens. Perhaps
only the memory of one who knew the
St. Johns that was can supply all the
names: Cleary, Curtin, Donovan, Ernst,
Lee, LeBlanc, McCarthy, Merton, and
on the tallest monument of all Thomas
and Cleophine Thornton. May they rest
in peace!

munities, and the Catholic people who
resided there felt that the church should
be located nearer to the new population
center. A larger St. John's Church was
needed, anyway, for the congregation had
outgrown the small structure built back
in pioneer days of 1868. The enterprising
and progressive people who lived some
miles south and east of old St. John's
circulated a petition which was presented
to the mission priest, Rev. Maurice Van

de Walle. The people of the old St.
John's community fumed and argued,

butas in

the school controversy a few
years later they were outnumbered. They
were not, however, outvoted; no election
was held. The second St. John's Mission
church was built in the Glenwood community, some two miles east of the first

NOTE : The author wishes to give credit

church.
Quite ironically, the electric interurban
carline was extended to the Orchards and
Sifton communities at almost the same

to Mary Jagelski, who collaborated on the
research for this article. Mary, by the way,
is a descendant of both the Cleary and
the Thornton pioneers.
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Esther Skarstedt Morgan,
Pioneer Teacher
l3'

MARGARET ROMEO

In 1899 during a raging typhoid epidemic, the Skarstedt family with their

three small children left Chicago for the
west. It was not easy for Esther's father
to leave a

good job as photographer for

the Chicago Tribune, but their friends,
the Goodnights, had written such glowing letters that they could no longer resist. They did, however, visit their native
Sweden first so that little Esther and
Marcus could get acquainted with their
grandparents. Another daughter was born
while they were abroad. One of Esther's
earliest recollections was the baby's vaccination when the family returned to the
states. She had not learned English,
she certainly told the doctor off

after they

arrived

in

but
in

College in California. Richard Nixon was
one of his students.

learning.

Battle

At the end of the fall term, she walked
home five miles through the rain for her
winter vacation. It did not last long. In
two days, the director of the Glenwood
School was knocking at her door. "We
need a teacher for the winter term," he
told her. The pay is forty dollars a
month." He did not tell her that there
were sixty-two children, several of them

Ground, the mother died of typhoid.
They had not escaped the epidemic after
all. Mrs. Matt Spurgeon helped Mr.
Skarstedt care for his children while he
was getting settled on his farm at Maple

Grove. There Esther and Marcus made a
playhouse in a giant fir tree, listened to
their father play the violin and accompanied him when he went out to take

pictures. His skill

tion. Marcus did go on with his education becoming a professor at Whittier

Esther's first teaching experience was
in the Alpine School at Roxwell in 1901.
Her six months contract for S30 a
month meant three months in the fall and
three months in the spring. It was too
muddy to have school in the winter. She
had only 17 children, 14 of them beginners. Nine of them spoke only Finnish,
but they learned fast. The previous
teacher, an Englishman named Rupert
Harrison, had the school well-organized
and had taught the children a respect for

Swedish for hurting her baby sister.
Soon

that was the extent of her formal educa-

older than she, and that they had just

in photography was

run out the teacher.
"They will try to run you out," her
foster father, Mr. Brown, warned her.
"I'll cut you some switches." He withed
them for her, too, (bending at one-inch

always in demand.
Later Esther went to live with Mr. and
Mrs. Andrew Brown. The mud was so
deep and the school so far away that
she was not able to enroll until she was

intervals) so they wouldn't break. Esther
hid the switches in her closed umbrella
and started off to face the first day.
The big boys were there ahead of her
holding the door shut. With a show of
confidence she didn't feel, she pushed
the door and they stoop aside. She put
her umbrella on the chalk ledge and called the roll. All went well until the fifth
grade arithmetic class. The first boy she
called on did an excellent job working
a difficult problem on the board.

years old.
When she reached the sixth grade, the
teacher suggested that all the older students try for the eighth grade examinations. Esther passed with flying colors.
High school would mean a long trip
through the mud and boarding all winter
in Vancouver. Instead she took the county
teachers' examinations that spring and
earned a certificate. Except for a few
sessions of the county teachers' institute
ten
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"That's fine," she encouraged him.
"Now will you please explain it to the

Esther served as post mistress and Ray

class?"

The R.F.D. man met the train at Battle
Ground with his horse and cart, brought
all the mail to Onsdorff's and gave her
six minutes to sort out the part that
belonged there.
One day there was an unusual amount

clerked in the store.

"What do you think I am?" he retorted. "I didn't write the book." Esther
said nothing. Quietly she reached into
her folded umbrella. The next instant
he felt a sharp sting on his legs. They
did not run out the new teacher.
One day they gave her a thrilling experience she will always treasure. The
fourth. and fifth graders were at the

and she was hurrying with Mrs. Onsdorff's help. Suddenly she noticed a
strange man standing over her. "He isn't
supposed to be in here." She said it in
Swedish so he wouldn't understand and
be offended. "Why don't you ask him
to move on ?"
"You ask him." Mrs. Onsdorff answered. "You are the official postmis-

board parsing sentences. The little

children were practicing writing in the
front seats while way at the back the
older ones were, she hoped, studying.
At least they were not creating a disturbance.

tress.

"This is the forest primeval," she
read. It was one of the sentences to be
written on the board and parsed. They

)1

"But your husband owns the store."
Finally Esther mustered up her courage
and said, "I'm sorry, Sir. This is off
limits to the public, you must move on."
"I was just waiting for you to say
that," he said, opening up his coat to

didn't all hear her. "This is the forest
primeval," she read it louder and
clearer. From somewhere echoed the
sound of many voices. "And the mur-

show the badge of postal inspector.
One morning she came to work to
find the window open and the safe gone.
They found it later, blown up and empty,
wedged between grain sacks in a ware-

muring pines and the hemlocks." It was

the older students in the back of the
room. They went on and on while their
teacher listened spellbound. She still
insists that it was better than any choral
speaking she has ever heard.

house down the street. The post office till
was also cleaned out except for two

"Mrs. Bell taught it to us," they told
her. She was our teacher year before
last." She was 011ie Daly Bell. Her
nephew, Ed Daly still lives in this area.
In the spring, she returned to fulfill
her contract at the Alpine School. By

twenty dollar gold pieces hidden under
the change tray. It took a long time to
take inventory and determine the extent
of the loss. They never did find the culprit.

In 1910, Ray Morgan taught in Yak-

ima and later bought his own grocery

holding school on one Saturday she managed to finish in time to celebrate the

store at Zillah.
Now Mrs. Morgan lives alone in
Wapato. She has been a widow for
eighteen years and her four daughters
are married. "But I'm not lonely," she
assures her friends and her family. "How
could I be lonely with my piano, the
neighbors' children, and all my friends
dropping in for coffee?"
Every summer the former students of
Old Glenwood School and their families
and friends have a picnic and reunion at

fourth of July.

Hockinson and
North Plain. In 1905 she married Ray
Morgan, fifth and sixth grade teacher at
Fifth Plain. The director wanted her to
take the primary room, but she refused.
"I'm married now. I'm going to stay at
home and keep house."
She did not stay at home very long.
Soon she and her husband started working for Mr. and Mrs. Onsdorff who
owned the first store in Battle Ground.
They boarded with the Onsdorff's while
She also taught at

Lewisville Park. Mrs. Morgan never misses it.

64

In fact the picnic doesn't really

arrives.
She
tells
until
she
under
way
get
of
the
old
days,
leads
stories
exciting
coffee
and
amuses
makes
the
the singing,
was
she
late.
One
year
the children.

stead they saw a handsome, young man
in a foreign sports car. Beside him
sat
Esther, a bright scarf tied over her white,
curly hair. "My grandson brought me,"
she explained while he helped her out.
"My car is too old to drive on the highway and so am I. Is the coffee done?"

"I'll never forget how we all watched
into
the
park,"
turn
car
to
old
her
for

laughed Mrs.

A. W. Zimmerman. In-

Peter Onsdorff's store at Battle Ground, 1902.

This picture shows Mr. and Mrs. Onsdorff viewing the new plank road at Hockinson.
1y2
extended
and
Mrs. Morgan says, "It was the first plank road in Clark County,
miles toward Brush Prairie. We rode over it on New Year's Day, 1890, in our new
BAIN wagon, since we did not yet have a buggy."
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Eureka School at Hockinson in 1889. Esther is the little girl with the hat. She was
not yet enrolled but came with her father who took the picture. Pete Hilstrom on
horse. The occasion, advertised by the sign, was a talk by a phrenologist. He is
the man in the derby hat and city clothes.

Esther Skarstedt Morgan with her pupils at Glenwood School. Mrs. Gilroy, who
visited school that day, is on the porch. Teacher holds switches in hand, symbol of
authority. Identifications, 1. to r.; Miss Skarstedt, teacher; pre-school visitor, Rebecca
Curtin, Norma Curtin, Leah Barnett, Deah Gilroy, Lester Gillihan, George Barnett,
Hugh Levell, Joe Gunz, Henry Groat C. L. Gilroy, Harvey Riggs, Leslie Groat;
second row, Maude O'Flaherty, Honora Curtin, Jessie Levell, Louisa Burns, Louella
Burns, Katie Curtin, Goldie Barnett, Wilbur Stewart, Grace Zimmerman, Nellie
Braddock, Lillie Gilroy, Sadie Barnett, Edna Braddock, Jennie Hodgkiss, Jim Groat,
Joe Curtin Earl Levell, Leon Chevalley, George Downs, Eddie Curtin; back row,
Harry Levell, Peter Chevalley, Frank Studer.
PictureCourtesy Rebecca Curtin
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1964 Winning Article For
Clark County Elementary School Students

Businesses in Yacolt
was
built
in
1902,
the
Store,
Eaton's
first store in Yacolt. It was built over an
ground
and
owned
by
burial
Indian
old
the three Eatons; Mr. E. A. Eaton, the
Bill
and
Fred.
and
his
two
sons,
father,
The first product sold was a cake of
Magic Yeast. Flour and feed were the
products that sold most readily. The

Frances Store. The Frances Store sold
shoes, hardware, groceries and dry goods.
The Baccus Store was owned by quite
a few owners before Mr. and Mrs.
George Baccus bought it. The first of
these was Mr. Hanson followed by Mr.
Bartlett and then Mr. Shaver. Soon after-

ward, Mr. and Mrs. Baccus bought

it.
The store hours were from 8:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. on week days. They sold

products were delivered by horse and
wagon. Later, they were brought in by

groceries and a little clothing.
Another store was the Campbell Brother's Store.
At one time Yacolt had four hotels.
The first was the Lewis. It belonged to
Mrs. Lewis, and was on the corner of
Yacolt and Cushman Streets. Another
built about the same time was the Yacolt.
It was located directly across the street

train.

At one time there

was a dance hall

above Eaton's Store. It was called
"Eaton's Hall." The Vancout er Independent. January 7, 1904, reports:
"On Christmas night a grand masked
ball was

given at Eaton's Hall under the

management

of A. B. Curtin and A.

Woodlin. The hall was beautifully deco-

from the Lewis and owned by Boss
Williams. A later hotel was the Park

rated for the occasion and the orchestra
dispensed sweet music behind a bank of

palms and ferns. A large crowd

which was on the corner of Parcel and
Cushman Streets. The Western Hotel

was

present and tickets sold readily at S1.50.
A handsome prize of 50c was awarded to

owned by Mr. Ketchum and later
bought 6y Mr. Robert Farring. It was
built in 1908.
was

Leon Garner of Yacolt and Mrs. Otis
Wise of Portland for the best sustained
characters. After a fine dance program,
the guests retired to Atherton's Hall
where an elegant four course luncheon

Early in the morning in the summer of
1961, the shrill blast of a siren woke the
town. The old Western Hotel was on
fire ! The fire started in the back part
of the building, facing Yacolt Street.
There were four families living in the
hotel. All managed to escape but a small
dog. Only a few personal belongings
were saved. The Yacolt fire engine could
not handle the blaze very well so Amboy
and Battle Ground were called to help.
The flames grew higher and higher as
gas lines exploded. Later that day after
the fire had been reduced to smoldering
ashes, the other engines left. But Yacolt's
volunteers stayed knocking down walls
and digging around in the remains. Some
things they found were burned sewing
machines, wash basins, tubs and many

served. The tables were profusely
decorated with parsley."
Bell's Store was another early general
store. It was owned by Mr. Ben Bell.
Bell's Store was where Frame's Motel is
was

now. Some products sold were groceries,
shoes, hardware and dry goods. The
train brought goods to the storehouse
which was down the railroad tracks outside of Yacolt.
The Curtis Store, owned by George
Curtis, was on the corner of Yacolt and
Parcel Streets. At one time this store had
to sell furniture, hardware and some
groceries. Later this store became the
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other things made from metal. Later,
Yacolt Fire Department left, leaving behind what had once been a great hotel.
Previous fires threatened the life of the
hotel, but this one ended it.
At one time there were seven saloons
in Yacolt. Dan Poppy owned the Yellowstone Saloon. Later it was changed to a
sporting goods store. Mr. John R. Gaines
owned a saloon. Ralph Moon also owned
a

saloon which he called the Moon

Saloon.

In Yacolt, meat was freshfresh from
the meat market. Cramptons, Cole Cristy
and the Hardy Brothers each, at different

times, owned the Meat Market located
where the Mason Hall is now.
The People's Theatre was the one and
only theatre in Yacolt. It was located
across the street from the City Hall and
featured the latest silent pictures.
Yacolt had three different barber shops.
The owners were: Mr. Fred Beckett, Mr.

Holt. After being closed for a number of
years, the pharmacy was reopened in
1962 by Mr. Temple.
The children in Yacolt had a place to
talk, sit or loaf. It was the combined
Ice Cream Parlor and Sweet Shop owned

by Mr. Oscar Hanson. It was located
where Benge's Store is today.
Yacolt has had a place to keep its
money, also. The first bank in Yacolt
was started in 1910 by Mr. 0. Jorgen
Olsen. Later, it went into the hands of
Mr. Martin Clause then to Mr. Kenneth
McElhaney who owns it now. Recently,
the bank was moved from its old home
on Yacolt Street to the new shopping
center.
The women in Yacolt could go to
the jewelry store which was located across
the street from the Western Hotel when
they had a new dress to show off.

Mr. Hanley owned a hardware shop
at one time. It was located where the
Mason's hall it now. Ray Van Buskirk
opened a new hardware store on June
14, 1960, but it was closed in 1963.
The Lewis River Times was the name
of one of the newspapers in Yacolt.
There have been many changes made
in Yacolt over the years. No longer are

John Froescher and Mr. and Mrs. Joe
Redus.

Yacolt has had three garages. One is
the M and M Supply now owned by
Mr. Charles Miller. A very early one
still operating is the Yacolt Machine and
Body Shop on Amboy Road. The other

was on Yacolt Street across from Frame's
Motel.
Shoes were once made in Yacolt. Mr.
Staley had a shoe shop on Cushman
Street. It was built around 1916.
Yacolt has had the help of a druggist
since its earliest times. The drug store on
Railroad Avenue was first owned by Mr.

there seven

saloons and four hotels;

Eaton's, Bell's

or Campbell's. Now
people explore the old and visit the new.
CHARLENE BENGE

Sixth Grade
Yacolt School
May 24, 1963
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The Slocum House
BY ROBERT HIDDEN
a
Charles
Rebels
shot
1774,
some
In
was
tryR.
I.,
who
Kingston,
at
Slocum
of
his
them
from
seizing
one
keep
ing to

land in 1858 and then to Vancouver. He

spent 2 years in British Columbia. He
was a purser of the well known steamer

moved
inland
9
widow
then
His
sons.
now
Slocum,
what
is
at
settled
and
miles,
visited
the
PostHidden
and
I
Mrs.
R.I..
mistress, Virginia R. Logan, there, in
January, 1965. These were cousins of
the Slocums who later came to Vancouver, and
article.

Washington, and

pilot on the Columbia for many years. In 1883 he opened
the Alta House, a fine hotel. Before this,
Mrs. Rhomie Thompson said he ran
another hotel, which may have been the
Pacific House. L. M. Hidden ran the
Pacific House from 1870-1872. Foster
Hidden was born there in 1871, at 2nd
and Main Streets."

who are the subjects of this

Wilbur Slocum was born in
Wickford, R. I., May 29, 1834, the son
of Edward Slocum, born in Portsmouth,
R. I., February 12, 1810 and died December 19, 1882 in Vancouver, probably
at his son Charles' home at 404 W. 5th
Street. Edward married December 9,
1832, Renewed Stanton Hazard, who
was born February 22, 1809 and died
May 10, 1857, after having 9 children
Charles

by

a

-Slocums of America" by C. E. Slocum, page 156, published 1908, says he
was also a merchant in Vancouver.
Charles married Laura Riggs and about
1867 built the fine house on the South
side of the park facing 5th, featuring
a good view of the river, with a widow's

walk patterned after the houses in R. I.
where his father was raised, near the

1849. The father of Edward was

ocean. He planted Eastern type trees,
two hickory, one beech, a real chestnut
and some fruit trees.

Capt. Charles Slocum7 descended from
Ebenezer6, Samuels, Hon. Samuel4,
Rev. Ebenezer3, Giles2 and Anthony

About 1880, Charles Slocum built

Slocumbe (1st in America).

a

new 2-story solid brick general store. My

Charles Wilbur Slocum, his brother
Edward Anthony and Uncle William

father helped haul hard brick into the
basement, where they tripped the floor
planks of the wagon and let the brick

Hazard all learned to be cabinet makers
in R. I. They used some of their ability
in building their fine homes in Vancouver; Charles at 404 W. 5th, Will Hazard,
a bachelor, at 502 W. 5th, and Edward
at 315 W. 6th. Charles probably came to

fall between the wheels. They were more

careful of the brick above ground. This
store was on the East side of Main Street
on the South corner of 3rd. Third did
not go East of Main, but there was a
driveway there, as there was a brick
veneer livery stable on the North side
of the driveway facing Main Street. It
had a door from the basement facing

Vancouver in 1855 when he was 21.
Perhaps he worked in the army barracks
as a cabinet maker and then started a
general store which his bachelor brother
Jeremiah (Jerry) Hazard Slocum helped
him operate. Edward had a farm at Flat
Woods as did L. M. Hidden (the flat
portion between Dollars Corner and
Bat le Ground)
Edward ran the Alta
House in 1885. His adopted daughter,
Hannah Bonser, remembered the bright
lights and glitter of the hotel with fond
memories.
From the Clarke County History of
1885 ; ''Edward A. Slocum came to Port-

East Reserve Street, and horses stayed in
the basement.
During the big fire in Vancouver, the
solid brick wall of the Slocum building
kept the fire from going any further

.

south.
On one occasion there was a ball for
the Governor, across the street in the

second floor ballroom of the Hotel Columbia, which Mrs. Hannah Jewett at69

American style, and the other Victorian,
on 13th street, which is now used as a
"Pancake House". It is fitting that the
Slocum house should be put to good use
too, for older peoples' recreation. These
two typical fine houses of early day Vancouver can still serve the needs of Vancouver citizens. It is interesting to note
that Mr. Slocum, being a cabinetmaker
chose wood for exterior finish while Mr.
Hidden, being a brickmaker used his
favored brick.

There
was
not
O'Kean.
with
Jim
tended
enough room, so they built a bridge
of
second
floor
the
the
street
to
across
the Slocum Building to handle the crowd.
managed
the
and
built
Hidden
L. M.
The
years.
few
a
for
Columbia
Hotel
first telephone in Vancouver was there.
Oliver Hidden, L. M. Hidden's brother,
and
hotel,
the
for
architect
the
was
Arthur William Hidden was a cabinetmaker who helped build it.
Edward Slocum married Sarah R. Patterson on October 13, 1863. She was a
sister of Ann Patterson Crawford, mother
of William, Ed & Orion Crawford and

About 1912, Wm. Slocum sold his
house to F. W. Leadbetter, who was
building the paper mill here. It was
used for part of the paper mill office
until the Urban Renewal bought it in

daughters.
Edward was a deputy sheriff when the
court house burned, and led all the
prisoners out of the court house to safety.
2

1964. Mr. Slocum built

and King,

cousin of Grandma Patterson, who was

a

Halstead.

near to his nephew

Charles Knowles.
Foster Hidden remembered that Wm.
Slocum asked for bids to fix some concrete work on his family cemetery lot.

He and Sarah adopted Hannah Bonser,
a

to be

a house at 12th

She married Charles W. Knowles, who

He rejected the lowest bid because he
said the man could not buy the cement
for that amount, to do a good job. He

of Edward Slocum's sister
Mary Ann and Captain Wm. G. Knowles
of Jamestown, R. I. Hannah's daughter,
Ruth, was given an old Hazard family
name, as was Ruth Cleveland, born in
the White House a short time afterward.
Mrs. Cleveland was related to the Hazard
family. Mrs. Knowles was asked if she
named her baby after the baby in the
was the son

was a man who wanted things done well,
and was willing to pay for them. He and
his brother were both cabinet makers, and
did some of the work in their own homes.
Interest has been shown, by the whole

of Vancouver, in the Slocum house restoration, It has been boarded up by the
Vancouver Contractors' Association. The

White House, and she said no, that

baby was named after hers, as hers was

born first. Ruth Knowles married Rhomie
Thompson, and they live in Vancouver
at present.
Another sister of Charles and Edward
was Rebecca Alice. She married Charles
Brown. They had a daughter, Harriet
May, who married Edward L. Carpenter,
March 15, 1899 at Vancouver.2 Frances
Renewed, mother of Charles Wilson
married Mr. Wilson.3 Floy Miles Brown,
who married Will Bubois, a brother of
Mary Dubois.
Mrs. Thompson tells me that there was
some rivalry between Charles Slocum,
with a store at 3rd and Main, and L. M.
Hidden with a hotel at 3rd and Main,
as to who could build the necest house.
They are both fine houses, one Early

P. W. has

committee working on
raising money to move it into the park.
About one-third of the necessary $15,000
to move and restore it has been paid in
or pledged. This sum would make it
useful for recreation purposes, while
retaining the interesting look of the
1890's, when it was built.
Three "open houses" were held in the
Slocum house by the Ft. Vancouver HisB.

a

torical Society. 330 people came, and
freely donated $110.00.
Mr. Don Eby, A.I.A. has been kind
enough to draw the floor and foundation
plan, to facilitate the moving. Mr. Jack

Fullerton is chairman of the Vancouver
Contractors Association Committee, planning to do the moving of the building.
70

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
Mrs. Rhomie Thompson, who remembers many of these facts.
2. Mrs. Sterling Parker of Vancouver, who is related to the Sage Family, and knew that Russell
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President's Report 1964
The year 1964 has been an eventful
and rewarding one for the Fort Vancouver Historical Society.
The committee in charge of arrangements for the dedication, and formal
opening of the museum met the first
part of February to formulate its plans.

May 11th the board of trustees named
Mrs. Hannah Jewett as our first honorary
member. Since she was celebrating her
94th birthday that day, flowers were sent
to St.

Luke's Episcopal Church in her

honor.

May 21st, Channel VI and on May
22nd Channel XII took pictures of mu-

May 24th was the date selected for the

seum exhibits, for release on their television program.
May 23rd was the final clean up day
at the museum with floor polishing,
cleaning and dusting to he done. Also,
the last labels were placed on exhibits
and many breathed easier.
May 24th was the day of dedication.
Mrs. Cecil Cady was in charge of the
floral arrangements for the day. She also

dedication.

Beginning the last part of February
a number of volunteer men under the
direction of Joe Pagel, the museum director, were at work every Thursday, and
soon display cases were replacing the old

library book shelves. As time for the
dedication drew near, some of these men
worked every day in order to have the
museum completed by the dedication date.
I wish that others could have experienced

placed the potted vlants given by friends
of the museum in appropriate places.
Dedication was held at 2:30 p.m. with
a gratifying attendance. After the program, an estimated 1500 visitors went
thru the museum. Our guests were served

the pleasure and enthusiasm manifested
by these volunteer workmen.
Mrs. Gronewald and Mrs. McCordic,
our paid museum attendants, worked at
least one day a week for a year, without
pay, in order to get the museum items
catalogued. A number of other volunteer
women worked every Thursday for four
months with sweeper, mop and cloth in

punch on the lower floor. I want to

thank the hostess for the day, Mrs. Geni
Dugan and the women who assisted her
also the women who furnished the
cookies. Many distinguished guests attended the dedication and several county

order to have the museum presentable for
the opening date. The names of all these
workers are on file at the museum, and

collection of Indian baskets which together with the Clyde Wood collection,

historical societies' representatives were
present.
The first group of school children to
tour the museum, was from Yacolt: this
school, several months previously, had
requested this privilege. Several other
groups followed during that week.

just previously received, added much to
the diversity of our collection. Many
others have also given important items

The registered attendance for the summer came to over 6,000 people. This we
feel is very rewarding. Visitors from

we all appreciate and thank them heartily
for their labor of love.

In January, Mrs. Richard Schane gave
the museum a very fine and authentic

to the museum, all of which are listed
in our catalogue system.
Our first program of the year was in
March, at which time Mr. and Mrs. Mar-

many states and cities have registered

their names and addresses. Many letters
of appreciation have been written and
may I just read one from a local and one
from an out of town visitor.
"Dear Friends I should like to express my gratitude to those of you who
have given of your precious time, talent,
and material to give to us, of Vancouver,

chall Dana presented in conversational
style "Tid-Bits of Northwest History".
In April our speaker was Mrs. Emmett
Avery, archivist for Washington State
University.
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part in making it known wherever possible. Again may I give you all a warm

of appreciation and a short talk concerning the museum.
Our society cooperated with the National Park Service in the all day 4th of
July program held at the Fort Vancouver
National Historic Site by furnishing
guides at the site of the old stockade,
who distributed explanatory sheets concerning the various buildings of the Hudson's Bay Co.

of the ladies in charge."

Chief Lelooska and his family furnishing
the entertainment. Frank Swick gave us
the usual excellent barbecued salmon

from the American Legion with words

July 16th the annual salmon barbecue
was held again at Leverich Park with

"Thank You". Sincerely, Cecile Eloheimo. "P.S. May I comment on the warmth
and hospitality

Mercer Island, Wash.
Aug. 15, 1964
'ladies and Gentlemen; As an educator, I am most impressed by your display
of the historical artifacts in your museum;
it seems vivid,

which everyone enjoyed. One family
from Pennsylvania said this was their
first salmon barbecue and was the highlight of their entire trip west.

Our annual, edited

clear and concise and

so well by Roy
Jones, was distributed at the time of the
barbecue. It has been received with enthusiasm. Thank you Roy Jones for this

understandable, and certainly not cluttered. The rate of human progress in
the future depends largely upon the degree of intellectual appreciation and understanding of the lessons learned in the

dedicated service. As a society may I
urge you to help us sell back numbers
of our annuals. We need the money for
future publications and for the museum.

past and sweetened by absolute moral
integrity. I commend your effort". Sin-

cerely, Elva Jo Paget.
F. King Paget.
On June 27th, 85 members and friends

Robert Hidden, chairman of the Historic Sites' Committee, has shown indefatigable energy and optimism in his

of the Historical Society made the an-

effort to save the Slocum-Ledbetter house
from destruction. He has entertained
different groups and solicited their sug-

''Columbia
Capt. Jim
going this year to Champoeg. The cruise
down the Columbia River, up the Willamette and through the old Oregon
City locks made a never to be forgotten
day. Good fellowship prevailed and many
expressed appreciation for the pleasant
nual river cruise on the
Sightseer" with its jovial

gestions as how to best maintain and

the house should

he moved to
Esther Short Park. The Historical Society
has assisted him in three open house days
by serving coffee and acting as guides
use

it

for guests. Thank you Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Hidden and other committee

trip.

On July 4 we were accorded a signal
honor by the American Legion when the

members for this fine project.
I wish to take this opportunity to

museum was given a flag pole and flag.

thank all committee chairmen and their
members who have so willingly served
the needs of the historical society during
1964. Also the volunteer workers each
afternoon at the museum have made a
real contribution to its success. If there
are others who wuold like to have their

A fitting ceremony was provided for the
occassion with the 21st Army band of
Fort Lewis rendering several numbers.
Mr. Glenn Mack arranged the program.
He and Col. Robert Kemm gave very
appropriate addresses and I'm sure renewed within us a real sense of patriotism

for one afternoon each
month please let me know.

for our country. Gen. Owen Summers,
in behalf of our society, received the flag

names
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listed

I also wish to thank the Chamber of
Commerce for their financial assistance
in the preparation and printing of the
brochure entitled, "Guide to Historic

Places in or near Vancouver, Washing-

ton". The content for these brochures
was compiled by Mrs. Paul Ransom and

Mr. Tony Bacon, Jr.
They have been placed in the Visitor's
Center, the Motels, the A.A.A., and a
number of the restaurants. Reports corning in indicate that many of these have

been taken by the tourists

as well as

local people, all of which means people
are visiting our places of historic interest.
This year has not only been one of

significance for the historical society but
also for the state. Seventy-five years, three

fourths of a century, has passed since
Washington became a state. The first representative to Washington, D. C. from
the territory of Washington was Colum-

bia Lancaster, a resident of Vancouver.
There is a painting of him in the museum. There is also a painting of Elisha
P. Ferry, the first Governor of our state.
And now, in closing, may I say, lets'
look forward with continued appreciation
of the historical heritage which inspired
the pioneers to develop this great state.
Our goal for the new year is 1000
members. To date we have 500. If you
have an interested friend, get him to join
in '65. Thank you.

John C. Brougher, M.D.

Museum Notes
The first

year

of operation of the

together with guidance of group visits
will keep us on our toes as any going

Clark County Historical Museum, organized and operated by the Fort Vancouver
Historical Society at 1511 Main Street,
Vancouver, has been an outstanding success. It was long felt that Clark County
needed such a repository for the records

concern will do. Valued exhibits continue
to be offered so that our regular attendants spend much time cataloguing.

The organized school-conducted tours
have required that the museum be opened

often in the morning hours. We have
had 250 group tours. This throws an

and relics of this most historic county.
The attendance of over twelve thousand
visitors, exclusive of opening day, during
the first year of operation and the ap-

extra load on our regular attendants and
calls for more volunteers but we feel

letters and comments have
made this a most satisfying year to the
many of us who have been "sweating

that it is well worth the price.

the various hurdles which loomed
large before us.
We are not yet ready to relax for the
problem of financing is always before
us and rotation of meaningful exhibits,

Any members who have not yet visited
the museum are urged to do so. Bring

friends and enjoy the stories told
by the relics, the dioramas and the pictures. The hours are one to five, except

preciative
Out

some

Monday.

Joe T. Pagel, Director

Model of Fort Vancouver as it appeared in 1845.
From a model at the National Historic Site
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In Commemoration of the
Last Centennial Year
of the Civil War, 1865.
From
Letters

Young Soldier to His Sister, Hattie

a

Beverly, Ohio
July 22nd, 1861
Dear Sister Hattie:
I am well todayall
Boys are well & all of us
&

all of us enjoying

a

of the Azalia

in fine spirits
"Soldier's Life"

could expect; for a Soldier's
Life is a hard life - we have seen some
hard times since we left "Old Azalia" -

as well as we

underwent some severe hardSuch as forced marches over
ships
with nothing to
Mountains and Rocks
eat - except Such Provisions as we could
carry with us in our Haver Sacks &
marching for Hours without any Water
to drink - for w-here there is so many
Soldiers Marching together, it is a very
we have

difficult Matter for them to get water
enough to make them one drink Around
I have seen the Soldiers Pump wells
Our Regiment on one
entirely dry
March, came to a Well & Pumped as long

then took the
Pump out of the Well & Some of the
Boys went down & diped the Water up
in tin cups, as long as they could get a
cup full - I have already went for "48
Hours" with nothing to eat except "Sea
Bread", moistened in Water - but I am
as

they could get Water

not Complaining for I think that
have fared Remarkably Well since

dianapolis - well; we were Awakened
from our Peaceful Slumbers & Pleasant
Dreams on the Morning of the 4th, by
the Booming of Cannon; fired in Remem-

brance of the "Glorious Day" of the
Declaration of our Independence
we
swarmed forth from our tents, like bees
from the hive we came forth with light
Hearts & Willing Hands went to work
about Preparing Breakfast - expecting to
be called on to take an Active Part, in
Celebrating the Glorious Anniversary of
American Independence

over we were formed into a Line of
'Dress Parade" as we thought for to
go out into the City to take a Part in the
Exercises of the Day: but, would make
Ready for Marching at 6 ()Clock P.M.
The Colonel then examined the Men &
their Accoutrements & inspected our
Guns & Pronounced us Ready for the
-Field of Battle" & ordered us to Repair
to our quarters & to he Ready to March
the Camp PrePrecisely at 6 ()Clock
sented a busy scene, up to the time of
Starting Soldiers Packing up their KnapBoxing up old Clothes to send
Sacks
Home tearing down & Rolling up tents
Running to & fro Scattered about in
little Groups, Some talking Among themselves & some talking with their Friends
that had come to see them Start We
Azalia Boys scaned every Group of
Citizens that came into Camp ; expecting
to see nearly all of the "Azalia Folks"
there on that day I saw Nanie Wakefield & McClark that day was glad to
see them: but was Sadly disappointed
not to See More of you there - I also
Saw "Cousin John McClellan" there
I think that Fred & some more of the

I
I

have been in the Army, for I have not
Starved to-death yet neither have I been
Killed by the Enemy
Neither have I

I had the Misfortune to get
My Ankle Sprained though & had to
lay over at the "Hospital" for Several
days
We also see some fine times &
have all sorts of fun
There is always
Bitter mingled with the Sweet"; You

been Sick

;

know.

Boys might have come up to See us
Anyhow - well. 6 OClock came & every
thing being Ready ; we were formed into

I will now go as far Back as the 4th
Inst. You will remember that we were
at that

Breakfast being

time in "Camp Sullivan" at In75

heard the Particulars of this Battle ; so I
will not trouble you with another Recitation. Hattie, I often think of the Many
Friends that I left behind - I often think

line of March - bid Farewell to "Camp
Sullivan" - Marched through the Princia

as we Marched Along the
Streets ; we were Cheered & Saluted on
all sides by the Citizens
all of the
Church Bells Chimed in their Farewell
pay Streets

of the Many Happy Hours that I have
enjoyed with the Young People of Azathere is not a night that Passes lia
when we Azalia Boys are all gathered in
our Tent - I say there is not a Night
Passes; but that we think of the Good
People of Azalia we not only think of
you all; but we lay & talk for Hours,
about you all & wonder if ever you think
of us Poor Soldier Boys; away down here
is "old Va." - We would all like to see
all of our folks once more - it is not
likely that we will all meet in this World.
(no room for signature)

Notes the Fair Ladies of the City, were
Assembled on the Side-walks - in the
Windows & upon the Balconies Waiving their White Hankerchiefs & Showering down upon us their Praises & Blessings - We arrived at the Depot About 8
OClock; where we were greeted by the
Shouts of an immense gathering of

People, that had Assembled there to see
us start - About 9 ()Clock we commenced
filing into the Cars at 10 ()Clock we
Rolled out of the Depot Amid the
Shouts,

Farewells,

Goodbyes,

Cheers,

Praises & blessings of the Good People of
Indianapolis - Enroute for "Virginia"
We arrived at "Dayton", Ohio; between
day-break & sun-up filled our Canteens
with Water Eat a bite of cold Meat &
Bread, that we had with us in our HaverSacks - At Sunrise we Rolled on our way;

Cheat Mountain Pass, Va.,
Aug. 25th 1861
Dear Sister Hattie:

your most kind and ever
Welcome Letter yesterday. Was glad to
hear that you were well & enjoying
yourself, as well as you might Expect.
Your letter found Myself & the Rest of
the Azalia Boys all well & in fine Spirits
We are all well at Present & are getting
as "fat" as Hogs We have been laying
in Camp here ; doing Nothing for better
than 4 weeks now & We are getting so
fat & Lazy that we can Scarcely get up
when we are down the Health of our
I received

Cheered all along the way by the Good
Citizens of Ohio - we were cheered all
along our way by the Waving of "tiny"
little

Cambric

Hankerchiefs

&

little

Union Flags by the Lovely Ladies of
Ohio.
At every

Town & Station that we

Halted ; we were welcomed by the Good

Regiment is very good now; Considering

Citizens & the "Blessed Ladies" Met us
with Buckets full of "Ice Water"
Buckets & Wash-tubs, full of "Lemon
Ade" Buckets, Baskets & Pans full of
Cakes, Pies, Bread & Butter, Baked Chickens &c Saying here, Boys, Eat, Drink &
be Merry, for you are in a "Good Cause"
& you have our Prayers & Best Wishes

the Life we live.
Aug. 28th.
Hattie I have nothing of
much Importance to write you. Weather very Rainy - but this is nothing uncommon for this Country ; for it has Rained
nearly all the time since we have been in
Virginia - when there Happens to come
a clear "Sunny Day" you will see the
Soldiers Scattered about over the Camp
Grounds; Playing all kinds of Games
Imagineable
Some Whistling - Some
Singing so take it all together; we are
a Merry Set of Boys We are Surrounded
by great dangers - we are every day in
danger of losing our lives - but we are
just as Merry as we were at Home have
become Perfectly Reckless - do not fear
Death do not think of Death as often
as if we were at Home
it does not

"Long May the Good Ladies of Ohio
live" & I Pledge you my word that the
"Ohio Ladies" will be long Remembered
by the "Hoosier Boys" for their Kindness & they will fight for them till the
last day in the Evening we were Received in this Maner all the way through
"Virginia" till we got to "Clarksburg,
Va." & then we found ourselves in the
Enemy Country & surrounded by the
Enemy & we were engaged in a Severe
Battle with them; but I suppose you
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Startle us, or does not Shock our Nerves
to see a Dead Man for this is an everyday Scene with us - there is not a day
Passes without Some of our Men being

Coat off during the Day we put it on

at Night
we Sleep with our Cartridge
Boxes on & our Guns by our Sides - we
hold ourselves in Readiness for the
Rebels Day & Night
Hattie, you said
if I were there to take Dinner with

killed by the Enemy; or dieing from
the Enemy took 2 of our
disease

"Scouts" Prisoners today 2 of the best
ones we had - 2 Brave & Valuable Men but they Shall Rue their Bargain - for we
Scouts that are left will Liberate those
2 Brave Comrades of ours ; or we will
have Revenge - we will take the "Scalps"

you ; you would Make Me a Peach Cobler & Some Black-Berry Dumplings; fry
a Chicken &c
Hattie, it made my
Mouth Water when I Read it & Hattie
I would like to see you and take Dinner
with you once more
Perhaps I may
have the Pleasure of so doing one of
these days Hattie give My love to all &
especially to the Girls - Hattie, write

of "4 Score & 2" Traitors.
We have taken a great Many Prisoners
Since we

have been in this Pass

we

soon to your Brother,

have several under Guard now

we are
getting tired of taking Prisoners; for our
Officers let too Many of them go we
have Pretty Much quit Bringing Prisoners
into Camp we come into Camp now ;
with an Old Musket, or a Sword or a
Brace of Revolvers, or a Blanket & Many
other little Articles that we find in the
Bushes or Under an Old Log - One of
our Mounted Scouts came Galloping into
Camp the other day with a fine Sword
& a Brace of Revolvers & Presented them
to the General - he Says "Well my
Brave fellow, where did you get those?"
he said I found them in the Bushes
about 8 Miles from Camp but he tells
us Boys a different Story
It is reported
that "Gen. Lee" is advancing on us with
a large Rebel Force.

Cal

Martinsburg, Va.
March 10th 1862

Dear Sister, Hattie,
Having a few spare moments; I will
improve by writing you a few lines to
let you know where I am: We are now
in the town of Martinsburg-Va, We
arrived here on the night of the 6th We
are now in 20 miles of Harpers Ferry
and within 20 miles of Winchester where
the Rebels are in full Force You may
listen for a big fight to take Place where
in a few days I expect we will have a
big Battle there but we have a large

force here and I think we can manage
them - This town is a Beautiful Place
and has been a Place of much Business
before the war but when we came here it

Aug. 29th.
Hattie; I have just had my Breakfast
& what do you suppose I had for Break-

was in a manner Deserted
but the
Citizens are coming daily and business
Houses are opening and every thing is
assuming a Business appearance
The
Rebels done much Damage while they
were in Possession here
They burnt
41 Engines on the Ohio and Baltimore
Rail Road and tore up some 7 or 8 miles

I will tell You hard Crackers
Coffee & fried Bacon
We expect to
have Green Beans & Corn for Dnnner
fast

Bill & Dave are stringing the Beans now
Sometimes w ehave Potatoes not often,
for the Potatoe Patches are Guarded &
we have to be very Sly if we get any

of the Track and done much more
Damage.

but the Cornfields are so large that they
can not watch us out; so we have Corn
& Beans often - Hattie, it is amusing;
the way we live - If I Recollect Rightly ;
when the People back on the Civilized
States go to Bed they take off a Portion
of their Clothes - but when we go to
Bed here; we Put on every Stitch of our
Clothes
we Sleep with our Hat &
Shoes on & if we Chance to have our

This the finest Country that I have
seen since I have been in Virginia
it is a

splendid Country and would be

a
not been so

Lovely Place if there had
much Damage done to the Property
This is a Beautiful Town well built
fine Residences

-

Bouldered Streets
Splendid Court House
Several fine
Churches our Regiment is Quartered in
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we used to do, in days that are gone by. Hattie, you said you had been at Geog-

the Deserted Houses and Churches our company is quartered in the Presby-

raphy School and all the Girls had to go
Home by themselves, because there were
Now I hope that will not
no Beaux

terian Church - 3 Companies are quartered in the Court House - We will move
from here soon for Winchester - We
will have to fight for that Place - Our
Troops are Anxious for the move - We
now belong to General Shields Division
and have a fair prospect to get to do
some big Fighting - Our Division is
Composed of Indiana, Illinois, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Connecticut and
Massachusetts Troops - I would tell you
how many Troops there is in this section
of the Country, but it is against orders
I know it would Surprise you; if I were
to tell you - I learn tonight that we will
move tomorrow - I will close for the
present, but will write you, again the
first chance - Write soon - Direct your
letter to C. W. Po len Co. K-13th Regt.
2nd Vol. VA. We shall not be stationed
at one place any length of time any more.
Brother Cal.

be the case when the Soldier Boys all
get back - I know if the Girls go Home
then without Beaux, it will be their own
fault - Hattie, you said you sent me that
little "Blue Paper" to write a "Love
Letter" on - now I will just say that I

have quit writing Love Letters; for the
Girls have all quit writing to me.
Your next letter bears Date of March
14th and came to hand March 22d Hattie you say that you want my miniature
now I have intended that you
should have it; but I have not had an
opportunity of having it taken as yet nor do I know when, I shall have a oppertunity - I will send it to you, as soon
as I can get it taken
I understand that
there is an "Artist" with one of the
"Eastern Brigades", that has been attached to our Division - if this should
prove true, I may get a chance to have
my minature taken soon. I shall see to
it as soon as possible.
Your next letter bears Date of March

Edinburg, Va.
April 13th

Dear Sister Hattie.
happy to inform you that I am
well Broth. Will, is well also - I expect
that you think I am not going to write
to you any more true. I have not written
to you for some time
but we have
been moving all the time, so I have not
had an opportunity of writing much. I
wrote a letter to Father a week or more
ago - which no doubt, has been received
by this time. I now, have before me, 4
letters, from you I have not answered ;
but I am not going to answer all 4, with
one
the first one that I shall notice
bears Date of "March 9th" - Came to
I am

18th and came to hand March 29th
You stated in this letter that Cousin

George McClellan had been down to
see you. I would have liked very much to

have been there to see him and shared
your fun and pleasure with you
your
last letter bears Date of March 28th and
came to hand April 8th. Hattie: You
feared that I might have been killed or
wounded in the late "Battle of Winches-.

ter"

not so. Our Regiment was engaged,
and I am proud to say She done her
Duty I was not able to March at the
time and was left in Charge of the Camp
and Consequently was not in the Battle
- Broth. Will, Dave and Jeff. were in

hand March 18th - You said that it was
a Beautiful Day and you were so lonesome and that you wished that I were

the Hottest of the Fire; but came out

there etc. Now I would like very much
to spend some of those lovely Sundays
with you (by the way: this is Sunday and
a lovely day too;) but such can not be
at the present ; but I hope that the day
is not far distant when we shall again
have the pleasure of going to Church to-

unharmed - there were none killed or
wounded in our company - Our Regiment
suffered severely - many Noble Boys
fell, killed and wounded - it was a hard
fought battle and we gained one of the
most important Victories that has been

gained during the War and I think it
will have much to do with the Speedy

gether of Sunday and talking and walking to-gether and enjoying ourselves as
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Closing of this unholy Rebellion.

it

Seen McClark, Henry Heeves, Dave
Bevins, and Bill Dinkins Yes I seen
Cody
"Leahs" old Bean he says he
is coming back to Azalia when the war
is over
had a nice time - Promised to
visit Each other often during our stay

long since the Battle ; that
I will not give you the Particulars; for
I presume you have heard all of the
has been so

Particulars ere this, from the papers There were none killed or wounded that
Hattie: You
you are acquainted with

there

Imagine our Surprise on waking
up next Morning to learn that a Dispatch had been Received Stating that
General Ranks had been overpowered by
the Rebels in the Shenandoah Valley and
was falling back and that our Division
was ordered back to Front Royal Immediately by the way of Manassas Junction
and Manassas Gap
we had a forced
March all the way and weather was very

said that the Quakers Quarterly would
come off in 4 weeks from the Date of
Now I would like the
Your Letter
best in the World to be there, but I do
not expect to he there for I am too far
away and business too pressing.

April 15th

Well Hattie: here I am again I am
well as usual - Broth. Will is well also
I believe I have nothing more of sufficient interest to add this morning
I
am happy to say that our Brave "Old
Genr1" (Shields) whom was wounded
at the late Battle of Winchester, is able
to he in the Field again
he Reviewed
his whol Division yesterday and the
prospect is fair for us to advance upon

hot and the Roads awful dry and dusty.
Arrived at Front Royal and found the
Rebels there in Considerable Force
Succeeded in driving them out, after a

sharp Skirmish killing and wounding
Several and Capturing upwards of 100
Prisoners
Then proceeded on up the
;

Shenandoah; as flr as Port

Republic,
where the 3rd and 4th Brigades of our
Division had a Severe Fight got Badly
Cut to pieces
we then fell back to
Luray, where we Rested for a few days
we were ordered from there to Manassas
Junction
Having Marched some 500
Miles, over Mountains through Mud and

the Rebel Jackson's force in a few days I will close for the present - Write soon
Direct your letter to Winchester VA.
Write soon
Your Brother Cal.

Harrisons Landing, VA.
July 15th/62
Dear Sister Hattie
As it has been some time since I have
written to you: I will now drop you a
few lines I believe it has been some
2 months since I wrote you last Since
then I have endured many hardships and
underwent many changes
Some of
which I will narrate to you
when I
wrote you last we were at Columbian
Bridge on the Shenandoah River on the

Water Through Dust through Rain
and hot Sun and in a very short time and
a good part of the time Short of Rations
and a good part of the time in the night
over the very Roughest of Roads You
will not be Surprised when I tell you
that we were all Run down and almost
worried to death and quite tired of
Soldiering - We were told that we were
going to Rest awhile every thing was
going on nicely and the Soldiers were
beginning to he gay again for a Soldier
will be gay if he has half a chance it
was but a few days till we were ordered
to Strike Tents and get Ready to March
Then all was bustle and a heap of

12th day of May we struck Tents and
took up the line of March En-Route for
Fredericksburg
by the way of LurayFront Royal
Crossing the Blue Ridge
to Catletts Station on the Orange and
Alexandria Rail Road
Resting there
one day
then Proceeded on to Fred-

skirmising about where we were going:
Some said to Richmond Some, Charleston, and Some that was tired and woreied
out with Soldering Said we were going
to Washington to Rest till Fall
Well
we took the Cars and went to Alexandria:
(in Sight of Washington) but we were

ericksburg
Arrived there on Friday
Morning The General told us we would

:

rest there a Couple of Weeks so we
went to work and fixed up nice Quarters:
thinking were going to have a nice time
on Saturday I visited the 19th Ind. Regt.

79

found the
Boys all well, and enjoying themselves
fine - they are much pleased with their
Location here well - they may be for it
is a delightful Place: and we have nothing to do: but to Drill, Stand Picket, and
Scout now and then, This is not an Idle
Life, by any means : but is nothing Cornpared to Heavy Marchs. The boys all
on Friday night the 3d Inst

immediately Set to work loading our
Baggage, etc upon large Transports and
Schooners - I knew then that we were
after
going some distance by water

getting Baggage and Troops all aboard
and getting under way: I learned from
the Captain that we were ordered to
Fortress - Monroe - but he did not know
where we would be ordered to from there
-

We had

a

appeard very glad to see Me: and I
assure you that I was truly glad to see
them - They ask me more questions than
I can answer - They want to know every-

nice trip with the exception

of Some "Sea Sickness" among the Boys;
Crossing the "Chessapeak Bay"
We
arrived at the Fort on the night of the
1st of July, but did not disembark
Started next morning early, up the
James River to join McClellans Army:
which we did at this Place So, we are

thing about everybody back at Home
Oh: how I wish they could all get to go
Home and stay as long as I did and
have as good a time as I did I would
be willing to stay here and do all of ther
Duties if I could - I hope we all get
home together at some future day. I had

now with the "Army of the Potomac"
upon the Peninsula Harrisons Landing

James River VA, just below Richmond"
and Anxious to hear the Command "Onward to Richmond" Well, I will change
the subject - I have 4 letters from you
that I will notice with a few very brief
Remarks - Yours of May 14th came to
hand May 29th and you spoke of your
fishing Spree Oh, how I would like to
go a fishing with you in Old Driftwood
once more - You wanted me to tell you
where I was and where I was going
now I can tell you where I am whenever
I write to you but I tell you where I

time coming through with my men lost
one man on the way - had to tie one and
keep him tied 2 Hours: till he got
sobered down had to put one man under
arrest, and keep him under arrest during
our stay in Baltimore, to keep him from
Running away - I had 17 men in my
Company when I left Indianapolis - ar-

:

rived here with 16 - The Col. Said I
done well, not to lose more than one I seen Mc Clark while I was in Baltimore I had a few hours to spare after
getting my Business fixed up - I got
Directions of my Land
Lord so I
could find the Hospital went to the
Provost-Marshall and got a pass so that

going would be an impossibility
Yours of May 28th came to hand June
15th
You wanted to know when I
thought I would be at home: it is impossible for me to say if I live through
am

I could pass

found the Place without
trouble - seen Mc - had a talk with him he is well and will be at Home in a few
days he is done Soldiering - Hattie: I
must close and go to Bed, for it very
late, and we have to Drill twice every
Day, and it worries me very much ; not
being used to it for some time. Give my
Respects to all the Girls and all enquiring Friends - Write soon and give me
all the news in full Details. Direct to
Suffolk Va.
Your Brother Cal.*
*Calvin Polen was twenty years old
when he joined his Ohio regiment. A
sister of Cal was Dr. John C. Brougher's
grandmother on the maternal side. The
packet of letters has been among family

the Final Battle at Richmond I expect to
be at home very soon after that Battle

is fought, for I think that will be the
last Struggle - Hattie, I thank you and
Eva very much for the Rose you sent
me
it called to mind Many Happy
Moments that I have passed with you
and Eva Oh how I long for the time

to come when we shall be Blessed with
the Privilege of enjoying each others
Society.
(No signature)

Suffolk VA, Dec. 9th/62
Dear Sister Hattie:
I hope you are well this Evening and
enjoying yourself - I am well and enjoying a Soldiers Life again. I arrived here

heirlooms.
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Mr. & Mrs. Aubrey Morgan
National Bank of Commerce
Northwest Natural Gas Co.
Pacific Telephone Northwest
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Rotary Club of Vancouver
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