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AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS IN THE LIBRARY 

Intzo duc tion 

The purpose of this study is twofold: ffrst, to 

determine by tnoan3 of a queationnair the extent to which 

the various materials and equipment now coirnnonly considered 

audio-visual aids have entered into the routine of library 
use; second, to gather as many examples of such usage as 

possible. These examples alon, with additional suggested 

uses are brought together in various groupings for present 
consideration and future reference. 

With the whole field of perceptual learning before us 

there aro marty opportunities to digress into discussions 

of various typos of equipment; or into the history of the 

visual movement in education; or, perhaps, to let our 

imagination r-un free with the question of future possi- 
bilities. But as nearly as possible a very definite and 

rigid outline is followed. 

The arrangement of this outline has been largely 
determined by the order and grouping of the thirty nibered 
parts of the questionnaire itself. An examination of the 

questions in Plates I - IV will reveal a sufficient simi- 

larity between successive ones to warrant combining some 

of the replies into one table. Thus questions 6 and 7 

will, be treated together in the discussIon of Table No. 6 



Tiate 

Survey of Visual Aids and Instruction 
For your convenience in answering this survey it has been arranged so that a large majority of 

the questions can be completed by simply placing an (X) in the proper space already provided. Beyond 
this your "Remarks" will be purely personal comments, opinions, or suggestions. Figures requiring 
time to compile have been kept to a minimum since it is hoped your replies will be back at an early 
date. The order of arrangement is in no way significant of rank or importance but merely one which 
seems logical. Analysis of figures will be by types, groups, and locations and NOT comparisons of 
individual libraries. Personal comments will be used anonymously except by special request for per- 
mission to quote. 

Name of Library Type of Library 

Location of Library Signature of Librarian 

1. Charts, graphs, process diagrams, etc. 
Past use .............................. None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Present use ........................ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or is its use confined to the library premises ( 
Remarks: 

2. Maps, globes, and relief models. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or is its use confined to the library premises ( 
Remarks: 

Objects, specimens and models. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or is its use confined to the library premises ( 
Remarks: 

4. Posters, cartoons, paintings, framed pictures. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or is its use confined to the library premises 
Remarks: 

5. Clippings, cut-outs, photographs, prints, etchings, etc. 
Past use ------------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or is its use confined to the library premises ( 

Remarks: 

6. Lantern slides (standard 3¼x4 size) 
; glass ( ) film ( ) or other materials ( ). Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
How many such slides does library own ( 

Are they loaned out ( ) or used on!y on premises ( 

Does library own a projector ( 
) More than one ( ) How many ( 

Are projectors loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( 

Remarks: 



Plato Ii 

7. Lantern slides (Small 2x2 size) ; glass ( ) or film ( 

Past use . None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Present use -. --------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive- ( 

How many such slides does library own ( 

Are they loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( 

Does library own a projector ( ) More than one ( ) How many ( 

Are projectors loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Are you using colored 2x2 film slides-Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Remarks : 

8. Filmstrips (silent, sound, plain or colored). - 

Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some.( ) Extensive ( 

Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Future Use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

How many strips or rolls does library own ( 

Are those loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Does library own small projector ( ) More than one ( ) How many ( 

Make or makes of projectors owned ................................................................................................................ 
Are thèse equipped for film strips with sound records-Yes ( ) No ( 

Are projectors loaned out ( ) or used only by staff 
Does library own miniature (35 mm.) camera-Yes ( ) No ( ) 

If one or more cameras owned, what make ------------------------------------------------------------------ How many ( ) 

Remarks: - 

Opaque projectors. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Does library own one ( ) More than one ( ) How many ( ) 
Are these loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( 
Remarks: 

10. Stereographs and stereoscopes. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Future use -------------------------- None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

How many stereographs does library own ( ) How many stereoscopes does library own ( ) 

Are these loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Remarks: 

11. Silent motion pictures. - 

8 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 8 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 8 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 

Past use N&ne ( ) ( ) ( ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) Extensive ( ) ( ) ( ) 

Present use None ( ) ( ) ( ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) - 

Extensive ( ) ( ) ( ) 

Future use None ( ) ( ) ( ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) Extensive ( ) ( ) ( ) 

How many reels does library own 8 mm. ( ) 16 mm. ( ) 35 mm. ( 

Are thes loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 
Does library own projector ( ) More than one ( ) How many ( ) 
What make of projector ------------------------------------ What troubles with it 
Are these loaned out ( ) or used only by staff ( 
I)oe library o'vn a movie camera Yes ( ) No ( ) 
Remarks: 



12. Sound motion pictures. 
8 mm. 1( mm. 35 mm. 8 mm. 16 iun. 35 mm. S mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 

Past use None ( ) ( ) ( ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) Extensive ( ) ( ) ( ) 

Present use None ( ) ( ) ( ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) Extensive ( ) ( ) ( 

Future use None ( ) ( ) ( ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) Extensive ( ) ( ) ( 

How many reels does library own 8 mm. ( ) 16 mm. ( ) 35 mm. ( 

Are these loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( 

Does library own a sound projector ( ) More than one ( ) How many ( 

What make of projector ..................................... What troubles with it ................................................ 
Are these loaned out ( ) or used only y staff ( 

library own public address units-Yes ( ) No ( 

Does library own turntable units for records-Yes ( ) No ( 

Remarks: 

13. Microfilms. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive .( 

Future Use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Are any of your current subscriptions coming on microfilm-Yes ( ) No ( 

Do you handle separate articles together on long rolls ( I or separately on individual strips ( 

Are you cataloging microfilm the same as other material ( ) or have you a special method of 
handling it ( 

Approximately what per cent of your interlibrary loans are handled by microfilm now ( ) 

What is your impression of "microprints" in pamphlet form as suggested recently-would they be 
desireable-Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Does library own desk type "binocular viewers"-Yes ( ) No ( 

Would such an instrument be desirable-Yes ( ) No ( 

Does library own reading machines-Yes ( ) No ( ) How many ( 

Does library own copying equipment for service-Yes ( ) No ( 

Do you consider microfilm techniques satisfactory at present ( ) or does there need to be decided 
improvement to bring themto that point ( 

Remarks: 

14. Phonograph records. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Future Use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Does library own any phonograph records-Yes ( ) No ( ) How many ( 

Does library own any phonographs-Yes ( ) No ( ) How many ( 

Does library have sound proof audition rooms-Yes ( ) No ( 

Would special turntables with bone-induction head sets be desireable for servicing record col- 
lections-Yes ( ) No ( 

Remarks: 

15. Radio. 
Past use ------------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Present use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Future Use ------------------------ None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Does library own a radio-Yes ( ) No ( 

Is radio in library used in any way for benefit of public-Yes ( ) No ( 

Remarks on such usage, if ans-: 
Do you use the radio regularly in your publicity work-Yes ( ) No ( 

16. Television and Facsimile. 
Since these are both in the experimental stage as yet for the country as a whole will those of 

you who may have had direct connection and experience with either make whatever comment 
you care to concerning their possibilities with respect to library usage. 

Remarks: 

17. List your three most active "aids" at this time and the purposes for which they are being used. 
A. 
B. 
C. 



18. List below any "aids" and your present use of them which you feel may be unique or at least unusual. 

19. Suggest below any unusual possibilities you may have considered but have not tried as yet. 

20. Do you consider it within the purposes and functions of your library to develop collections in the 
fol!owing: 

Film strips .......... Yes ( ) No ( ) Specimens and objects ...... Yes ( ) No ( ) Microfilms .......................... Yes ( ) No ( ) Maps, charts, etc --------------- Yes ( ) No ( ) Lantern slides -------------------- Yes ( ) No ( ) Pictures and prints ---------- Yes ( ) No ( 
Movie films ------------------------ Yes ( ) No ( ) Phonograph records -------- Yes ( ) No ( ) 

21. Do you have substantial collections in any ofthe items in question No. 20. If so which ones? 
A. 
B. 
C. 

22. Do you feel it would be possible for your library to handle the circulation of "visual aids" to the 
region surrounding you with proper additions to the staff ? Yes ( ) No ( 

23. Which of the following have you used möst in your publicity plans both as to BOOKS and the 
LIBRARY itself? 
BOOKS-Bulletin boards ( ) Booklists ( ) Newspapers ( ) Radio ( 

Book reviews by staff ( ) Window displays of jackets, etc. ( 
LIBRARY-Annual report ( ) Special reading lists ( ) Talks before groups ( 

Radio programs ( ) Newspaper stories ( ) Motion picture films ( 

24. Do any members of your staff give formal instruction in the use of the library? If so under what 
general plans is this done ? What "visual aids," if any, are regularly used? 

A. Formal instruction given-Yes ( ) No ( 
B. Plan used ------------------------------------ Classes ( ) Lectures ( ) -------------------------------------------------- ( 
C. "Visual aids" used .............. Handbooks ( ) Lantern Slides ( ) Motion Pictures ( Charts 

( ) Filmstrips ( ) -------------------------------------------- ( 

25. In your Adult Education work has your program included class groups organized and conducted 
by your library staff personnel ? If so what have been the purposes of the groups and what forms of visual or audio-visual aids have been used in conducting them? 

A. Class groups conducted by staff personnel-Yes ( ) No ( 
B. Purpose of groups (subjects studied) ..................................................................................... 
C. "Aids" used-Charts ( ) Filmstrips ( ) Lantern slides ( ) Silent movies ( 

Phonograph records ( ) Radio ( ) ................................ ( ) .............................. ( 
26. Have you sponsored any activities as outlined in question No. 25 which have been conducted by 

leaders not on your staff? Yes ( ) No ( ) Source of leaders ...................................... 
27. Are you. planning for activity in the future of the type mentioned in questions 25 and 26 ' ...................... 
28. If your Adult Education work has not taken this direction will you indicate what have been your 

activities in this field? 
A. Readers' advisory service for individual study ( 
B. Information service on organized classes ( 
C. Supplying books for organized groups ( 
D ............................................................................... 

29. Do you feel that Adult Education has come to stay as the final phase of a completely democratic 
system of education ( ) or has it "mushroomed" because of the depression only to be for- 
gotten with the return of prosperity ( 

30. In your Children's Work what use have you made of plays, pageants, pictures or other "aids" 
particularly adapted to their use and enjoyment? 
Plays...................................................................... Film stril)s ............................................................... 
Pageants........................................................... Silent movies ............................................................ 
Pictures......................................................... Sound movies ............................................................ 
Stereographs....................................................... Radio ...................................................................... 
Lanternslides ........................................................ Others ..................................................................... 



which oovezs all type$ sncl siZes Of lantern slides. Again 

Table No. 10 and the discussion accompanying it treats all 
sizes and phases of the use of niotion pictures in library 
work, Then finally the replies for questions 18 and 19 

have been combined and treated in Table No. 16. In add.i- 

tion the replies to questions 25-29, while presented in 

separate tables ni.nbered 22-26 inclusive, are discussed 

under one heading in Part XXII on Adult Education. E]3iui- 

nating three of the thirty parts in this way arid combining 

five others gives us a series of 27 tables discussed. in 

23 parts covering the complete results of the survey. 

Except for the varioup plates appearing at different points 

in the study these 27 tables form the frame work on which 

the entire discussion is built. 
Before coimnencing with Part I, some description and 

detail regarding the survey itself is needed. In forinu- 

lating the questionnaire everything which might be con- 

sidered as belonging in the field of audio-visual aids 

was enumerated. These items were then sorted and grouped 

into related units, keeping in mind the iown patterns of 

library activity. By this means the replies have brought 

together all activities of a definitely similar character. 

While the materials and techniques may vary in different 
locations, the fundamental use-pattern remains constant 

within the group. Thus we are enabled to determine how 



far the libraries have rrogressed. In adopting the various 

It is not sufficient to know what present conditions 

are. If we are to make any determinations of value, we 

must also know what the activity has been in the past and 

what it will probably be in the futuxe. Supplied with 

inforniaton concerning the past, present, and future, it 

is not difficult to discover some indication of trends. 

In order to accomplish this the questions, wherever pos- 

sible, were divided into three time phases: past, present, 

and future use. To further classify the usase a qualita- 

tive division of three degrees was suggested by the words, 

'none', and 'extensive'. This multiplication of 

parts made the tabulation of replies a lengthy process but 

in many instances more definite information has been 

obtained. 

The first twenty-two questions are concerned directly 
and definitely with the matter of audio-visual aids. The 

next part of the questionnae is concerned with publicity, 

library instruction, and adult education. It is not dif- 

fioult to justify these questions in a survey such as this 

for certainly in all three of these fields of library 

activity there is unlimited opportunity for the use of 

the materials and devices considered. Following this 

digression in questions 23-29 inclusive, we return in the 
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thirtieth to dtrect questions concerning the use of these 

aids in library work with ohilthen. 

The next point to ascertain is how was the question- 

naire used. First of all a list was compiled consisting 

of 402 entries. Of these 150 were public libraries, both 

large and small; 80 were college and wilvorsity libraries 

where the enrollment exceeds 2500 students; 47 were nall 

college libraries where the enrollment is under 1000 stu- 

dents; 55 were State lIbraries and Library Commissions; 

49 wore high school libraries in city school systems; and. 

22. were library schools. 

Care was exercised in the selection of these groups 

to eLiminate, in so far as possible, any chance of a 

directional choice. The public librarIes range from the 

largest in the country down to small ones in towns of 

10,000 population. The universities and colleges likewise 

include Institutions with enrollments running far into 

five figures and small colleges with 300 and 400 students. 

Old schools with traditions stretching back to colonial 

days and some of the twentieth century post-war group were 

included. The Stato libraries represented all of the 

states and several State Library Commissions in addition. 

The city school systems were representative of those large 

enough to apply the techniques of visual instruction 

through coordinated centers of supply, and the library 
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schools were the ones which train by far the majority of 

our new librarians each year. 

Care was also used in selection as to size and type, 

and in the matter of geographical location. Every state 

in the United States was represented and in so far as 

possible was properly weighted according to population. 

The text of the letter used to explain the question- 

naire appears in Plate V. Reading this it is apparent 

how difficult it was to make it applicable to the differ- 

ont situations. The school superintendents in many 

instances turned the request over to their Directors of 

Visual Instruction instead of their S1îOOl librarians. 

Many of the Library School Directors misunderstood the 

request and felt it did not apply to theIr work. There- 

fore these two groups bave not been considered. They will 

be analyzed and discussed elsewhere when moro definite 

returns have been received. 

another change from the original plan which deserves 

mention is the concentration on the third and fourth 

points of the letter, namely, "to describo in some detail 

their uses in libraries of ali types... and to suggest as 

many adaptations as possible for their future use". For 

our purposes in this study there is no need to write the 

history of visual aids nor a textbook on their use. The 

interpretation of the tabulations of the replies together 



Plate V 

XENOPHON P. SMITH 
CORVALLIS. OREGON 

Dear Librarian: 

Since there are 402 of these letters and questionaires going out to a carefully selected list of 

!ibraries it seemed unwise to undertake the expense of making this a strictly personal letter to each 

one of you. However, I sincerely hope you will consider my request for your co-operation as if it were a 

direct personal appeal. 

By way of explanation, let me say that the results of this "Survey of Visual Aids and Instruction" 
will form part of a Master's thesis which I am now writing in the School of Education here at Oregon 

State College. The tit!e of this study will be "Visual Aids and the Library" and it is my purpose to 

give to librarians a single source which will accomplish certain objectives. These are, first, to give 

a short summary for the question, "What are visual aids?" - introducing for some, perhaps, and 

recalling for others, the things now commonly considered visual aids ; second, to give a brief history 

of their development and their general use today ; third, to describe in some detail their uses in libraries 
of a'l types and in library schools ; fourth, to suggest as many adaptations as possible for their future 
use by libraries and library schools ; fifth, to supply a selected bibliography covering materials, equip- 

ment, and information in this field. 

While at first glance the array of questions in the survey may seem long and involved, I am sure 

you will not find them so as you begin to fill in the blanks. Approximately three-fourths of the 

(luestions you will be able to answer with an (X) mark on the first reading and about 90% will be 

completed before you need to present figures. Therefore I hope you will do this as soon as you can, 

perhaps right now, so the tabulation and analysis of replies can get under way shortly. 

Having spent some fifteen years or more on the "public's" side of the reference and loan desks 
- before selling a book business to come over on "our" side, I hope with the aid of your figures and this 

double experience to offer some suggestions for "both" sides. So thanking you in advance for your 
co-operation and awaiting your figures and comments with interest, I am. 

Sincerely, 

XENOPHON P. SMITH, 
Reference Assistant, 

Oregon State College Library. 

p. s. The extra copy of the questions is supplied for your files if you care to keep a record of 

your replies. 



with a discussion of new opportunities for using audio- 

visual aids in library programs, therefore, constitutes 

our present objective. 

The two most important elements in the total replies 

are the high percentage of returns and their geographical 

distribution. Plate VI is a chart showing the number of 

replies from each state. The sunmary of these figures 

shows 231 replies from 46 states, the District of Columbia 

and the Dominion of Canada. This means scime reply was 

received from 57 per cent of the libraries and schools 

receiving the questionnaire. The College and University 

group were highest, with a 65 per cent return followed by 

the Public Libraries with 60 per cent replying. 

The percentage of replies and their distribution 

geographically is in quite reasonable accord with the 

actual population density. According to the 1930 census 

71.2 per cent of the people in this country lived east of 

the Mississippi River; 28.3 per cent lived west of this 

dividing line. This moans a little more than two thirds 
in the east and a little less than one third in the west. 

The figures on the chart show there were 62 per cent of 

the replies from the east and 38 per cent from the west; 

slightly loss than two thirds from the east and just over 

one third from the west. For the purposes of this study, 

therefore, the results are based on replies bearing a 
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dfrect relationship to actual population conditions. 

Since this is true and the total of replies at 57 per cent 

is higher than average, we can expect to form reliable 
conclusions from tho tables and. 'excerpts' which follow. 



Part : 

Ciarts, GraphsProcess D1aams, etc. 

Throughout the presentation of the tables a regular 

pattern is followed. First are presented any needed 

explanations of the question to make its purpose clear; 

next the actual totals of replies in tabular form; follow- 

ing the tables are special excerpts consisting of direct 

quotations from the replies whenever they contribute to a 

better understanding of conditions; and finally come com- 

ments on any unusual uses, apparent trends, or future 

possibilities. 

This first section on charts, graphs, process dia- 

grams, etc. needs little explanations Wo have seen and 

admit the high instructional value of this type of mate- 

rial. The question is, to w1at extent Iavo the libraries 

made use of these aids? The answer is found in Table I 

and the excerpts. 



question 1. 
Charts, graphs, process diagrams, etc. 

Past use. . .... . . .None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive C ) 

Present use......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Future use.......1íone ( ) Some ( ) Extensive C ) 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out C ) or 
is its uso confined to the library premises ( ) 

Remarks: 

TABLE i 
CHARTS, GRAPHS, PROCESS DIAGRM'IS, ETC. 

Publ.c C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 
None 34 20 12. 6 

Some 27 16 6 5 

Extensive -- 1 -- - 

Present use 
None 33 19 12 6 

Some 26 17 6 5 

Extensive -- 2. -- - 

Future use 
None 23 9 8 6 

Sonia 17 16 3 4 
Extensive - -- i - 

Regularly lent 15 10 2 5 

Used on premisos 9 9 3 1 

No Report 16 7 9 8 
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Bz certs 

"We do not have any collection of the above material." 

"Population distribution and traffic survey." 

"None except as they occur in books and, pamphlets." 

"It is impossible to predict whether or not use will be 

made in the future. For thIs reason the last question 

has been left blank in this and many of the following 

groups." 

"Picture division has about 30 charts for circulation." 

"Haven't any except for the ones I make of our statistics 

and use with my board." 

"Charts and graphs are loaned to members of the faculty." 

Qnents 

Looking first at the table, wo find that approximately 
40 per cent of the Public, College and University, and 

small College Libraries replying indicated no activity 

past or present. From 20-25 per cent of them seem sure 

of no such future activity. Sorno activity past and pres- 

ent is indicated by 31 per cent of the Public Libraries, 

33 per cent of the College and University group and 21 

per cent of the small College Libraries. As to the future 

less than 20 per cent of the Public Libraries indicate 

probable activity, while the small College and State 
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Libraries drop wo].]. below this figure. The College and 

University Libraries maintaining a 31 per cent intention 

of future activity seem at first to be a surprise element. 
1IIhen wo consider the probable relation between this mate- 

rial and, the classroom teaching the reason becomes clear. 
The last of the quotations above would indicate this 

relationship. 

.nong the "cerpts" are found typical exnples from 

the many written. The second item indicates two of the 

interesting possibilities with this material in Public 

Libraries. The fifth quotation seems to indicate the 

nucleus of a genuine collection of this sort and the man- 

nor in which it might be handled. 

The excerpt concerning future use was included to 
call attention to an attitude which must be kept in mind. 

while reading all of the tables. There is a consistent 

drop in numbers reporting on this question of future use. 

We must be cautious, therefore, in drawing relative con- 

clusions based on this drop. But this does not bar the 

way to arriving at trends. Reading across the future 

we find, the four types of libraries consistent in this 

drop, and because of this we can still calculate the 

probable future activity. 

Our general conclusions from the tables and excerpts 

must be that while there is at present some activity, it 
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seems to be incidental. (Only one library reporting gave 

er54ence of an intention to develop such a collection 

consistently.) As to the future, there is no indication 

of any change from the present attitude. 

This appears to be an unfortunate condition. With 

the wealth of splendid material available, in many instances 

merely for the asking, any library could shortly organize 

a sizable collection of real value and service toits users. 

To be sure they are not as convenient to house and handle 

as books but many a patron both young and old will derive 

lasting benefit from their use. The opportunities for 

assistance in acquiring these aids from local business 

firms and Chambers of Commerce are unlimited. Large 

national firms are also splendid sources for material 

applying to their special fields. 

Once any librarian's attention is favorably directed 

toward this group of aids the possibilities for their 

acquisition and use in the local situation will multiply 

rapidly. Because of this it is recommended that special 

consideration be given to developing colleot±ons of this 

class of material. 
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Part II 

Maps, Glob e s, and. Pef Model 

With this question, as with the preceding one, little 

explanation is necessary. There was no doubt concerning 

a rather general use of maps. But what about the other 

items? Are they considered as a regular part of library 

service? Have any libraries made attempts to develop 

along this line? How are all of these items treated as 

to their use; do they circulate or is their uso restricted 

to the library premises? Are the libraries generally 

agreed that special map collections are a legitimate and 

proper field for a portion of their budget? These are a 

few of the questions which the table and the excerpts 

will help to answer. 
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question . 

Maps, globes, ana relief models. 
Past uso.........None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Present use......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

?utu.re use...... .None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or 
is its used confined to the library premises ( ) 

Remarks: 

MAPS, GLoBES, AND RELIEF MODELS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 

None 2 '7 $ 6 

Some 57 29 10 8 

Extensive 14 3 3 2 

Present use 

None 3 7 .7 6 

Some 55 29 13 8 

Extensive 15 4 3 2 

Future use 

None 2 2 5 6 

Some 41 20 10 4 

Extensive 15 9 2 2 

Regularly lent 29 5 5 3 

Used on premises 30 22 8 5 

NoReport 6 3 3 4 
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"Have a considerable collection of maps used in coimection 
with state historical research." 

"12,369 maps in Map Room of History Department of Central 
Building. One globe in children's room of the 36 

larger branches. One globe, 60 inch, in Map Room at 
Centra]. Building. No relief models." 

"Te keep a file of circulating maps gathered ftom various 
sources such as National Geographic, etc., which may 

be borrowed. The large globe is confined to use in 
the reference room. 

"Maps only." 

"This applies only to maps." 

"Globes and relief models are for reference use only. 
Most atlases are for reference use only. A few 

smaller ones circulate." 
"Maps are used on the library bulletin board for display 

purposes." 

"Globes - none; relief models -sne; maps - extensive.0 

Keep in mind the remarks above indicating that in 

many instances figures apply only to maps. While other 

activity is also described, the majority of the replies 
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specified "maps only". this basis, though, it is inter- 
estin to see 66 per cent of the Public Libraries checking 

"some" activity past and present and another 16 per cent 
indicating 'extensive' use. The fact that 41 and 15 or a 

total of 66 per cent checked 'so' and 'extensive' tu.ture 
use is clear evidence of the accepted place of maps in the 
library collections today. In few other instances in this 
study will such general agreement be found. 

The College and University Libraries show either 

'some' or 'extensive' use by 64 per cent of their group 

for the past and, present. This is comparable with the 

previous group but as to the future use they show a decided 
probable increase. 

&nal]. college and, state libraries show no startling 

changes and indicate a rather consistent use by 40-50 per 

cent of the group. 

As to the maimer of using these aids, it is signifi- 
cant that the Public Libraries divide equally be'tween 

lending and use on the premises. The others, and particu- 
larly the College and University group, show a decided 

majority permitting use in the library only. The fact 
that many of the latter collections include special maps 

such as the topographic series of the United States 
Geological Survey undoubtedly accounts for this difference 
in use. 
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No suggestions concerning ftiture possibIlities are 

needed in this Instance. With such widespread activity 

there is already a general acceptance of maps as a part 

of library service. Greater attention could be directed 

toward the relief models as supplementary material for 

library use. A flat map is one thing, but a good relief 

model is the equivalent of a bird's-eye view and conveys 

an impression no flat map can ever give. 



Part III 

9jQs $pQo ns and oels 

This particular group of visual aids is generally 

considered as soniething foreign to library purposes. The 

question concerning them was included in the survey to 

discover if this was universally true. There are condi- 

tions under which it becomes the legitimate and proper 

function of the library to build collections of this 
material. The table and more particularly some of the 

excerpts will indicate this clearly. 
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Qfl3. 

Objects, specimens and models. 
Past use.........Nono ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Present use......None ( ) Some C ) Extensive C ) 

Fature use.......Norte ( ) Some ( ) Extensive C ) 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or 
is its use confined to the library premises ( ) 

Remarks: 

TABLE 3 

OB,TECTS, SPECIMENS AND MODELS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 

None 38 28 14 9 

Some 13 4 6 2 

Extensive 3 -- 1 

Present use 

None 39 29 15 9 

Some 12 5 4 2 

Extensive 4 -- -- 1 

Fature use 

None 32 18 12 7 

Some 11 7 4 2 

Extensive 3 -- -- 1 

Regularly lent 5 1 2 2 

Used on premises 13 5 3 4 

No Report 22 10 6 8 
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Ex ceri ts 

"Objects and specimens limited to archaeology, ethnology, 

and geology." 

"The library has a collection of character dolls which 

is occasionally lent to schools." 

"The city has an I1 school musetn for this." 

"Have valuable collection of Indian spearheads, etc. 

that we wish we could move to some other city build- 

Ing - too crowded here." 
"Increasing use " 

"Historical objects in our collection are available for 

loan generally." 

"Should be willing to handle as library material..." 

teally work of a museum, not a library." 

"Collection of specimens for use with teachers, schools, 

etc. Room has collection of dolls, 

elephants, etc." 

"The Library's Science Musetun on the fourth floor of the 

library is as old as the library itself. The Museirni 

has developed quite a number of circulating portable 

exhibits (insects, butterflies, birds, geology, etc.). 

Six hundred of these exhibits circulated to teachers 

last year. There are many permanent exhibits in the 

building." 
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"Have none." 

"We try to keep these at a miniminn." 

Qonnnen 

Comparing the figures in the table wo find evidence 

of the fact that this type of material is not generally 

desired. From 40-50 per cent or more indicato no activity 

in this direction. Only 1O-15 per cent acknowledge art 

interest evidenced by activity. 

The remarks selected show both views of the situa- 

tion. We find scue libraries who reply "have none". 

There are others who proudly boast of the age, extent, 

and progressive activity of their Museum Department. 

What should be the deciding factors as to the collec- 

tion of thIs material? There are several. First would be 

a community need. If no such collection exists, there is 

certainly every reason for the library to consider creat- 

ing and collecting one. Following this would come such 

factors as budgets, space Umitations, trained personnel 

and many others. But all of these obstacles can be 

surmounted if the omunity need exists and if the library 

seems to be the logical agency to eoimnenee planning and 

buIlding toard such a collection, Avoidance of unneces- 

sary duplic:aion of effort should be the guiding principle 

in analysing each local situation and determining future 
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policy. The connnunity need for such materia], is basic. 

The question in point is, who best can supply it? Sorne 

of the excerpts are convincing evidence that the library 

can, where they are the ones who should do it. 
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Part IV 

Posters, Cartoons, Paintings, Frame Pictures 

Various articles published lately have indicated a 

decidedly increased interest in this class of material. 

Posters have long been a mainstay of library publicity 

and following the World. War collections of the war posters 

began to appear. But not until recent years have libraries 

branched out into serious work with the cartoons, paint- 

ings, and framed pictures. Isolated instances could be 

found formerly of both large and small libraries having 

such collections but scarcely enough to warrant designat- 

ing the activity as a trend. 

The purpose of the fourth question was to find out 

whether there has been sufficient increase in this direc- 

tion lately to call it a present trend. Table 4 and the 

excerpts following are rather convinc±ng. 
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ue s tioÂ. 
Posters, óartoons, pantins, framed pictures. 

Past use....... .None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Present use......Nono ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Future use.......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Is any of this material regularly loaned out ( ) or 
is its use confined to the library premises ( ) 
Remarks: 

TABLE 4 

POSTERS, CARTOONS, PAINTINGS, FRDJYED PICTTJTS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 
None 15 12 7 7 

Some 40 22 11 8 

Extensive 14 -- 2 1 

Present use 
None 16 12 6 8 

Saine 38 22 12 7 

Extensive 19 2 3 1 

Future use 
None 

Some 

Ex tens ive 

Regularly lent 
Used on prnisos 
No Report 

15 8 6 4 

21 19 8 6 

18 2 2 - 

27 5 11 6 

14 14 2 1 

7 8 3 5 
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cerPt8 

"We loan posters and unframed pictures." 

"Posters only." 

"We have quite an extensive collection of original car- 

toons, the use of which is largely restricted to 

library, n 

"Posters, cartoons, paintings - only in our picture col- 

lection about 9000 a year." 

"Posters and framed pictures." 

"Increasing use by new Art Department. Hope to develop 

extensive class and personal use. 

"We have no collection of framed pictures at present, but 

- it is a project being considered for the future." 

"Framed pictures (colored prints) are loaned to students 

for a semester at a tline for use in their rooms. 

Framed paintings (reproductions) are loaned for uso in 

college buildings and dormitories." 

pictures loaned to students for their rooms; 

collections small but to be built up." 

"The college maintains a rental picture collection." 

"See folder attached on framed pictures." (Plate Vu) 

"161,569 pictures circulated 1939 including 1600 framed 

pictures with frame supplied by library." 



"Have ten or more exhibits of paintings each year." 

"Library has several galleries of frmned paintings." 

Comient 

There are several significant facts brought out by 

this table and the excerpts. Probably the most important 

of them all is the large proportion of libraries reporting 

activity of this kind, 66 per cent of the Public Libraries 

and over 50 per cent of the College and University and 

Small College group. While more use of posters is report- 
ed than anything else, yet the excerpts show clearly there 

is also great interest and activity with the other items,. 

Among the colleges and the universities there is an 

increasing effort to supply the students with desirable 

pictures for their rooms. And this is not al]. in the 

small colleges by any means. The statement, "franed 

pictures loaned to students for their rooms; collection 
small but to be built up" comes from a University Library 

where the enrollment exceeds 6000 students. Certainly it 

a library serving a student body of this size can handle 

such a collection efficiently, there is no need for any 

library to feel it impossible or inconsistent. 

The students are not alone in their good fortie 
either. The excerpt "See folder attached on framed pio- 

tures" comes troni a large Public Library in the east 



PICTURE FRAMES-FOR SALE 

'l'he Library sells to any 'card holder. who wants 
to bui'. pidure frames of three sizes, i x 16 ins. 
1( X 22 ins.. 22 x 30 ins. 'I'liev are plain black 
frames of VOO(l fitted with glass atid easily remov- 
.thle backs. Prices according to size are $3.25. $3.50 
aiid $4.00, the cost of the Irames. 

once the owner of these frames you become th 
temporary owner of sorne 800 pictures which arc 
lent to you from the Library's Print Collection 
without an ad(litional cost. 

l'lie plan is this. Voti borrow a l)icttlre of a size 
îflttte(l ail htte(1 to \our frame and hang it on the 
walls of our lne for three mouths or less. \Vhen 
you tire o! the flaml)ovant coloring Of the Orange 
Skirt b Ruth I*turchison. bring it in aiid exchange 
it tor the quieter appeal of Albrecht l)ürer's etch- 
ing of The Hare. 

(hange as often as you please. You'll he sur- 

priseci to find how pleasant it is to have a new pic- 
ture iii an old spot. 

Ask to see the frames and the prints in the Art 
1)epartmept on the Third Floor in the rear. The 
prints, here pictured. are of a size to fill the $4.O() 

frame and are favorites among our picture bor- 
rowers. 

From THE LIBRARY, March, 1926 

Public Library, Newark, N. J. 

J. C. Dana, Librarian 

Georg Gisze. Merchant of the Steelyard, London, painted 
ill 1532 by Hans Holbein. Original in the Kaiser Fried- 
rich Museum, Beilin. The Library's copy published by 
the Medici Society, Boston. 

Young, fair-haired, grave-eyed, one 0f the merchant 
princes of the Hanseatic League, Georg Gisze sits in 
his London office, leisurely opening a letter. The acces 
sones cf his. vast business correspondence are scattered 
about him. The carnations in the shapcly vase of fini' 
Venetian gla3s do but accentuate the play of color har- 
monies-the soft green wall, the cool red of silken sleeves. 
the ball of gold chased with blue. 

Plate VII 



Part V 

Clippinjs Çut-ou Photogranhs, 
Prints Etchings, etc. 

This question includes a wide variety of things 

used to some extent in most libraries. Because of this 

there are almost as many methods of handling them as 

there are libraries. But for the purposes of our study 

we could not omit this group in the questioning. The 

replies as given in the table and the excerpts as 

selected from several pages of them give the true pie- 

turo without much conmient. 



e stion5. 
Clippings, cut-outs, photographs, prints, etchings, etc. 

Past use.........None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) Present use......None ( ) Some ( ) ExtensIve C ) 

Futuro use. .. ... .None () Some ( ) Extensive C ) Is any of this material regularly loaned out (.) or 
is its use confined to the library premises ( I 
Remarks: 

TABLE 5 

CLIPPINGS, CUT-OUTS, PHOTOGRAPHS, 
PRINTS, ETCHINGS, ETC. 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 
None 2 4 5 1 

Sanie 35 27 12 8 
Extensive 39 7 4 5 

Present use 
None -- 4 7 1 

Some 35 28 9 7 
Extensive 43 7 4 '7 

Futuro use 
None -- 2 5 1 

Some 24 21 7 4 
Extensive 40 10 5 6 

Regularly lent 59 14 9 7 

Used on premises 4 16 4 3 

NoRoport 4 5 3 5 



Excerptg. 

"Mounted clippings from the vertical file are loaned and 

also prints fron tho pictu.re cabinet. In the _____ 

collection is a file or pioneer photographs which are 

loaned only on very special occasions." 

"Clippings not lent; other material circulated." 

"Clippings in infoiiation file; photographs and prints 
in picture collection." 

"Clippings, photographs and prints used extensively." 

"We have a vertical file of 30,000 pamphlets and clip- 

pings 

"Limited to clippings.tt 

"99,863 circulation of reproductions of paintings and. 

mounted pictures, (clipped from magazines) mostly in 

schools." 

"6711 process prints lent; 3188 orIginal prints, refer- 

ence 

"Extensive collectIon of mounted pictures and travel post 

cards - 18,932 pieces." 

"Local history - large clipping collection western 

history." 

"We have a clipping collection of over a million items - 

1939 circulation 723,873. Our picture collection 
contains more than 250,000 items - 1939 circulation 
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226,338. Have a considerable collection of local and 

state photographs." 

"Our picture collection has been greatly enlarged in the 

last few years and the c±rculation of pictures has 

increased accordingly.tt 

C oiments 

There is almost complete acceptance of this activity 

by the libraries-riot a single dissenting vote rom the 

Public Library group and over 90 per cent of theiri indicat- 

ing some degree of use. While the other groups do not run 

as high, they almost unanrnously show some activity. 

Among the Public Library group there were over 68 

per cent that reported lending this material and loss than 

5 per cent restreting it to use within the library. The 

Collego and University group, on the other hand, were 

almost equally divided between use on and. off the library 

premises. 

The excerpts indicato everything from no collections 

at all (only one such report) to those containing over a 

million clippings and a quarter of a million pictures. 

The most significant excerpt of all is the last one 

which indicates definitely that increased library activity 

and interest will be iiirniediately reflected by increased 

public interest and circulation. If we want actIon and 
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statistics in this direction, the place to start is within 

the library. 
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Part VI 

Lantern Slides 

In the entire field of visual aids there Is probably 

nono more commonly accepted and used than lantern slides, 

But that is speaking generally and the purpose in these 

two questions, Nos. 6 and 7 In the survey, was to deter- 

mine the status of library usage. 
while we separated the questions in the survey for 

simplicIty in answering, wo treat them jointly in the table 

and the cirients following. 

estion6. 

Lantern slides (standard 3 1/4 x 4 size); glass ( ) 
film ( ) or other materials C ). 

Past use.........None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Present use......None C ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 

Future use.......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( 
How many such slides does library own ( ) 
Are they loaned out ( ) or used only on promises ( ) 
Does library own a projector ( ) More than one ( ) 

How many ( ) 
Are projectors loaned out ( ) or used only on premises( ) 

Remarks: 

t ior);_î. 

Lantern slides (&nall 2 x 2 size); glass ( ) or fiiu ( ) 
Past use.........None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 
Present use......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Future use.......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

How many such slIdes does library own ( ) 

Are they loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Does library own a projector ( ) More than one ( ) 

How many ( ) 

Are projectors loaned out ( ) or used only on preinises( ) 

Are you using colored 2 x 2 film slides-Yes ( ) No C ) 

Remarks: 



TABLE 6 

LANTERN SLIDES 

Pub11 C. and U. 5. C __ tate 
Stan. Small Stan. Small Stan. Small Stan. Small ßze tze Size Size Size 5i Size -- 

Past use 
None 45 58 25 30 12 15 13 12 Sorne lo i 1 2 1 -- -- Extensive 8 - 2 1 1 - -- -- 

Present use 
None 43 55 25 31 12 16 13 12 
Sorne 9 1 '7 1 3 1 - - -- Extensive 7 1 2 1 1 - -- -- 

Future use 
Nono 37 39 15 17 9 11 1 ii 
Sorne 3 -- 9 6 1 1 - Extensivo 7 1 3 1 4 - -- -- 

Regularly lent 14 1 7 2 3 - -- 
Used on preriises 1 1 2 - i - -- - 

Glass 10 - 12 1 7 1 -- -- 
F1]III -- 1 3 - - - -- -- 
Colored -- 1 - i - - - 

Other materials i - i - - - -- -- 
Projector owned 12 i 4 - 2 1 - -- 
Regularly lent 5 - - - 2 - -- -- 
Used on premises 7 2 5 - - - -- -- 
No Report 18 25 6 10 4 6 7 9 
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EXCe1D 

"We do not have a collection of this material." 

UWe have none." 

"The College Library does not possess any lantern 

slides 

"7005 slides owned. We have a balopticon which is fre- 

queritly lent out to schools, clubs, churches and 

individuals. t, 

"Strictly library owns no slides but School of Applied 

Arts owns about 2500 which are kept in and administered 
by the library. Our Classics Department owns about 

2000 which are also available through the library." 

"Extensive use of 8739 slides and 14 projectors. The 

slides are loaned but projectors are used ori the 

premises. 

"150 slides - These are of the library buildings and the 
work of the library and are used only by members of 
the staff in talks about the library." 

"Projector is in our auditorium for use of the public." 

"1000 slides - 3 projectors - extensive use in the past - 

some now - none in the future -" (ThIs excerpt applies 

to the standard size slides, and following this is the 

statement fri the same library on the 2 x 2 slides.) 

"300 slides and 1 projector - film both black and white 

and colored mounted between glass covers - used some 
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in the past and extensively now and in the future." 
and several other professors have collections of slides, 

large and small. Projectors of various types, includ- 

Ing Sound film, available from Science Department. 
Audio-visual unit planned for new library." 

"32,000 slides - 6 projectors. One projector remains in 

the building for use of the Museim Department. 5 are 

loaned out many times during the year. Many of the 

slides themselves were made in the library as a WPA 

project. They are hand colored and are of very high 

quality. They are borrowed by teachers, Sunday school 

teachers, club women, etc. Slides belonging to private 

individuals, especially in the fields of natura]. his- 

tory, are frequently shown in the library as part of 

the educational program of the Museim Department. 

1939 slIde circulation - 93,375." 

"84,000 slides owned and extensively used." 

"Have no lantern nor any room for projection and no room 

which might be made into a projection room and no 

money even to buy books." 

"...The library will probably increase its collection for 

use of staff members giving lectures, or the use of 

readers ." 

"6000 slides - 7 projectors. These visual aids are 

cIrculated from the Musei..iin Department of the library." 
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Excerpts on 2 x 2 Slides 

"Conversion attacbrnent for present lantern slide projec- 

tors, I believe that the 2 x 2 slides will be more 

extensively used because of the low cost, ease of 

shipping, and ease of making color slides." 

"So little used at the UniversIty of ____ as not to 

be worth answer5ng." 

"Do not have." 

"None in our possessIon." 

"May do so in connection with promotion of intelligent 

use of the library." 

C amment 

There are so many things in connection with this 

table and the excerpts which are interesting it Is dif- 

ficult to select from them all,. Probably the most sig- 

nificant is that reports of no present use came from 43 

to 64 per cent of the different groups. Add to this 

another 20-30 per cent which are listed as not reporting 

at al]. (which undoubtedly means no activity) and we find 

that lantern slides are being used very little by libra- 

ries. And the figures indicate the small 2 x 2 size 

slides have been almost completely ignored. 

To offset this lack of interest some of the excerpts 

selected bring out the unl5nited possibilities in this 



field, Foutth on the list is a public library which is 

serving its cormunity well. Following this comes a 

university library which, while ownIng none itself, is 

extending Its service to include the administration of 

a large collection of slides. Later on comes a library 

with a small collection used strictly by the staff for 

talks on the library and Its work. Thon a large public 

library with 32,OOO slides, their own photographic equip- 

ment, and a three tine turnover of the collection with a 

slide circulation for 1939 of 93,375. 

The possibilIties for libraries to use slides are so 

numerous we will mention but a few. A. real service to 

the corniunity can be rendered in building up a modern 

up-to-the minute collection of standard size slides in 

fields of general interest. These can be promoted and 

used by ministers, teachers, professional men arid laimen 

with a hobby. Cooperation from them In the building of 

the collection will not only be helpful but will, create 

an enthusiai on their part to use the material as It 

becomes available. 

From the standpoint of the library there are splendid 

opportunities to use slides in publicizIng library work 

and the library's needs. What wide-awake organization in 

any city wouldn't appreciate a live, Interesting and 

illustrated talk about 'their' library? The requirements 
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would be good slides and a good talker. Consistent activ- 
ity of this sort would have tangible results shortly in 
increased community interest in the library and larger 
budgets. 

One library at least has sensed the convenience of 
the small slides and the ìall projectors. Certainly 
nothing could be better suited to their plan for creating 
something around which to build talks on the "intelligent 
use of the library." A pocketful of slides, a handful of 

projector, an electric socket, a blank wall and the stage 
is set. Could anything be more simple? Yet only one or 

two libraries seem to have investigated this field at aU. 
These small slides can and probably will be one of 

the library's best visual aids, and it is time for exten- 

sive exanination of theIr possibilities. A word of eau- 

tion is necessary, however, concerning the preparation of 
the slides. Because of their smallness, extremely fine 
lines will not project clearly. Therefore in planning 

material to be used all lines and print should be heavy 

enough to project well. A bit of experimenting will 
prevent the occurrence of any such difficulties and prop- 

erly prepared there is little material which cannot be 

presented on these small and convenient slides. 
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Part VII 

Ft],mtrips 

Like the 2 x 2 slide, the filmstrip is one of the 

most convenient of all the audio-visual aids. With 

'candid' cameras available on the market from ten or 

twelve dollars up, with which you can "roll your ownt 

filmstrips, this question was designed to find out how 
many libraries were making use of this aid. The table 

resulting from the replies is certainly enlightening. 

e s t ipn_Q. 
Filmstrips (silent, sound, plain or colored). 

Past use.........None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Present use......None C ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Futureuse.......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

How many strips or rolls does library own ( ) 

Are those loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Does lIbrary own small projector ( ) More than one ( 
How many ( ) 

Make or makes of projectors owned.. .. ...... . .. ..... 
Are these equipped for slm strips with sound records 
Yes ( ) No 
Are projectors loaned out ( ) or used only by staff ( 

Does library own miniature (35 inn.) camera-Yes ( ) 

No() 
If one or more cameras owned., what make.............. 
How many ( ) 

Remarks: 
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TABLE 7 

FILMSTRIPS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 
None 57 32 15 11 
Some 3 4 2 1 

Extensive -- -- -- -- 

Present use 
None 57 30 15 11 
Sorne 3 6 4 1 

Extensive -- -- -- -- 

Future use 
None 38 16 9 10 
Sorne 1 8 3 1 

Extensive -- i i -- 
Strips owned 1 1 3 -- 

Regularly lent 2 2 2 1 

Used or-i premises -- 4 2 -- 
Projector owned 2 4 3 1 

Regularly lent i 1 1 -- 
Used on premises i i -- 

Miniature camera owned - 2 1 -- 
Mo Report 23 7 6 9 
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xcerp t 

"Three rolls used in Freshman library instruction only." 

"The library has no collection." 

"Interpreted to mean movie type film." 

"We do not understand the distinction between filmstrips 

and either motion picture film (Nos. 11 and 12) or 

microfilm (No. 13)." 

"If you include microfilms of books, library has such 

material." 

"Would develop this division if funds were available." 

qmnent s 

Twenty years ago the Society for Visual Instruction 

brought out the filmstrip. It consisted of a sequence 

of individual picturos on the regular 35 imn motion picture 

film. Using either single or double frame exposures and 

with titles and legends photographed onto the film, they 

produced a visual aid which has since been widely adopted. 

That is, widely adopted by everyone except libraries. The 

use reported in the survey is so small as to be almost 

negligible. Because of the misunderstanding as to the 

nature of filmstrips, even some of the reported use must 

be discounted as it actually refers to microfilms. 

Here is one of the most convenient of all the audio- 

visual aids, but only two of the selected excerpts reflect 
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a real appreciation of its use. One library uses it in 

library instruction for freshmen and the other would 

develop a collection if funds were available. The oppor- 

timities with filmstrips are as unlimited as with lantern 

slides. Large collections can be built on hundreds of 

subjects. The expense is far less than the large slides 

and the equipment much cheaper. In addition there is the 
opportunity to produce your own pictures at low cost with 

the various miniature cieras. 

For the college libraries there is the field of film- 

strips for classroom use; others on the use of the library 

and various bibliographic tools; rolls to circulate over 

the territory for alumni groups to use for publicity pur- 

poses and many moro. The public libraries have an equal 
opportunity in developing general collections and rolls 
for publicIty work but in addition they have an exceptional 
chance to use these in their work with children. Both 

groups should investigate the possibilities fully. 
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Part VIII 

Oi,aciue ?xo1ectors. 

These reflecting type projectors are so flexible in 
their adaptability to many jobs they should be popular 
with libraries. The fact that this is far from the actual 

situation is revealed clearly by the replies as presented 

in the table. 

uestion 9. 

Opaque projectors. 
Past use.........None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Present use......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Future use.. . .. . .None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Does library ovin one ( ) More than one ( ) 

How many ( ) 
Are these loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Remarks: 
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TABLE 8 

0PAUE PROJECTORS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 

None 48 30 16 10 

Scene 6 2 2 -- 
Extensive i -- -- -- 

Present use 

None 4 30 17 10 

Sorno 4 2 2 -- 
Extensive i -- -- 

Future use 

None 32 19 10 9 

Sonie 3 4 2 -- 
Extensive -- -- i -- 

Projectors owned 6 -- 3 -- 
Regularly lent 2 1 -- 
Used on premises 5 1 1 -- 

No Report 24 10 6 11 
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Exc er t s 

"Aigus f 11m reader." 

"Not sure what is meant by 'opaque' projector." 

"We have none." 

"Used chiefly as an aid in story telling to children." 

"Vto uso a Trans-Lwc projection machine which shows cards 

and title pagos of books. It does not require slides 

or films." 
"Opaque projectors are a most versatile visual aid." 

"Combination with which either glass slides or opaque 

material may be used." 

Connnpj 

There is very little interpretation needed for the 

figures of tuis table. When loss than 5 per cent of the 

total group report any present activity, it is safe to 

say that this visual aid is thoroughly neglected in library 
work. Also the fact that the first two excerpts indicate 

a total lack of knowledge as to what the aid is lends 

further proof to our conclusion. 

Yet why should libraries completely ignore something 

which will so materially increase the effectiveness of 

some of their work? Look at the excerpt above concerning 

story telling. Picture if you will a group of children 



47 

fascinated as they see before them the pictures which 

illustrate the story being told. Can its effectiveness 

be doubted there? Or imagine the club women gathered in 

the library while the talk on art is perfectly illustrated 

in color from the mounted picture collection. Or perhaps 

it is an evening group in adult education work discussing 

charts or graphs projected from several books on the topic 

under discussion. Perchance it i one of the library 

staff giving an illustrated talk on illi.ninated manuscripts 

or the history of printing. Whatever the problems may be 

it will be found that an opaque projector will often save 

the day and turn an otherwise difficult sItuation into a 

genuine success. And best of al]. is the fact that there 

is little expense Involved in the preparation of material. 

The library is already fill of things to use. Every 

library should consider the possibilities and utilize this 
one of the aids to its greatest advantage. 

One word of caution is necessary. Por satisfactory 

work with this reflecting type projector a well darkened 

room must be provided, and too great an enlargement should 

not be attempted. 



Part IX 

$tereqaphs aßtereoseopes 

For years the libraries have had. these interestIng 

aids in their collections. But unfortunately they have 

been considered almost strictly as toyst and as a result 

they have been allowed to go out of use in these later 

years. This question was asked for the purpose of dis- 

covering what, if any, present use there was of them and 

the possibilities for the future. The table and the 

excerpts clearly distinguish where the use has been and 

what the probable future activity is to be. 

Ortiestlon 1Q. 

Stereographs and stereoscopes. 
Past use.........None ( ) Sae ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Present use......None ( ) Some C ) Extensive C ) 

Future use.......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive C ) 

How many stereographs does lIbrary own ( ) 

How many stereoscopes does library own ( ) 

Are these loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Remarks: 



STEREOGRAPHS AND STEREOSC OPES 

Ikiblio C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 

None 23 32 13 9 

Some 28 2 4 3 

Extensive 16 -- i 

Present use 

None 30 32 15 10 

Some 28 2 3 3 

Extensive 9 -- -- 

Future use 

None 20 22 10 8 

Some 18 1 3 -- 

Extensive 8 -- -- -- 

Stereoscopes owned 24 2 1 3 

Stereographs owned 20 -- -- 2 

Regularly lent 23 -- 3 3 

Used on premises 10 2 -- -- 

No Report 13 9 7 8 



"Mostly discarded and lost." 
"Art Department has a few hundred which are being allowed 

to wear out without replacement." 

"Abandoned, due to trouble of housing and administering 

and decreasing interest due to movies." 

"The collection is old and decreasing. Not interested in 

its perpetuation. Proper to concentrate elsewhere." 

"These are used only for amusement, by children. Too 

expensive to keep up to date." 
"The library has a collection of 1645 stereographs in 

units of travel of Panama, Alaska and the National 

Parks, birds and wild aniiials. Views and holders may 

be borrowed for classroom or home use and are available 

to boys and girls in the Children's Department and to 

adults upon request. The views are circulated at the 

hospitals." 
"10,000 stereographs and 12 stereoscopes; these are bor- 

rowed a good deal, especIally for use with children, 

invalids, etc." 

"Consider them noisy and very unsanitary as well as 

harmful to the eyes." 

"Lent for eye correction on oculist's order.0 

"A miscellaneous collection of donated stereographs used 

only to exercise the eyes as prescribed by oculista." 
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The table shows clearly that the chief, and we niight 
almost say the only, users are the Public Libraries. And 

even with them there is a constantly diminishing report 
of use, 50 per cent in the past, 40 per cent in the pres- 

ent and a possible 30 per cent in the ftture. 

The excerpts at the head of our list give some of the 

reasons for this. But are we playing fair with today's 

youngsters when we adopt this attitude? Do you remember 

the first wild animal you ever saw with a stereoscope? 
Can you recall how real and alive it seemed? Are we to 
suppose children are any different in their sensations 

today than they were 30 or 40 years ago? Thy then should 

they be deprived of this method of learning? To be sure, 

an old antiquated sot of pictures with automobiles of the 
1910 vintage filled with 'Gibson Girls' will excite little 

interest with today's boys and girls. But how better 

could they learn the correct sensory impulse attached to 

the words 'Hawaiian Clipper' than a series of viesin 

this fonti? We may tell them ever so much about the making 

of autcnobiles, but 15 or 20 well organized stereographs 

within an actual assembly plant will do more in an equal 

number of minutes than our talk will ever do toward giving 

th a real understanding of the process. With an ever 
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increasing world of things and affairs about them there 

is no logical reason why this fascinating visual aid 

should not be used more than ever before. 

Two other splendid points should be commented on 

before leaving. The first is the excellent opportunity 

for work with hospital patients and bedfast invalids with 

these aids. Could any patient fail to enjoy a modern trip 

with up-to-date views while confined to his bed? And how 

better could the invalid pass dToary, lonely hours than 

with an occasional excursion of this sort? 

The second point is the new use these old gadgets 

are getting for exercising the muscles of the eye. The 

one librarIan reporting above who considers thera hazinful 

seems to be in the minority today. If there are any 

crossed eyes which may be helped tlivough the use of these 

aids, then let us not cast them aside but rather let us 

modernize our collections. 



Part X 
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When the words 'audio-visual aids' are used, many 

people thInk Inmiediately of motion pictures. Unfortunately, 

too often, they stop right there and give little consider- 

ation to any of the other forms, 

Popular as the movIes have been there still remained 

some doubt as to the extent of their adoption by lIbraries 

for their own use. The eleventh and twelfth questions of 

the survey were designed to secure a definite answer con- 

cerning their present use and to develop as many sugges- 

tions as possible for theIr future use. The figures pre- 

sented in Table 10 and the excerpts following give a 

rather clear picture of the situation as It is. 

Qiuestion 11. 

Silent motion pictures. 
8imn . i 6nim . 3 5imn . Omm . i 6mm . 3 5imn. 

Past use None ( ) ( ) ( ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) 

Present use None ( ) C ) ( ) Sotie ( ) ( ) ( ) 

Future use None ( ) ( ) C ) Some ( ) ( ) ( ) 

8iiim. l6nim. 35.imn. 
Past use Extensivo C ) C ) ( ) 

Present use Extensive C ) ( ) ( ) 

Future use Extensive ( ) ( ) ( ) 

How many reels does library own Bxmn. C ) l6nmi. ( ) 

35 mm. ( ) 

Are these loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 

Does library own projector ( ) More than one ( ) 

Howmany ( ) 

What make of projector.........What troubles with It.... 
Are these loaned out ( ) or used only by staff ( ) 

Does library own a movie canera Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Remarks: 
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est1on 12. 
Sound motion pictures. 

Bnnn. i 6IfllTl. 3 5flflTl. 8mm. 16mm 35imn 
Past use )one ( ) C ) ( ) Sane ( ) C ) C ) 

Present use None ( ) C ) ( ) Some ( ) C ) ( ) Putureuse None() C) ()Soine() C) C) 
8mm. 16mm. 35mm. 

Past use Extensive C ) C ) C ) 

Present use Extensive C ) C ) C ) 

Future use Extensive ( ) C ) C ) 

flow many reels does library own 8mm. C ) 16mm. ( ) 35mm.() 
Are these loaned out ( ) or used only on premises ( ) 
Does library own a sound projector C ) More than one ( ) 
Howmany() 
What make öf projector........Whattroubles with it..... 
Are these loaned out C ) or used only by staff ( ) 
Does library own public address units-Yes C ) No ( ) 
Does library own turntable units for records-Yes C ) 

No () 
Remarks: 



MOTION PICTURES 

Publio C. and U. S. C. State 

______________________ Silent Sound Silent Sound Silent Sound Silent Sound 

Past use 
None 50 53 31 30 16 1 9 10 
Sie 3 2 1 - 2 -- i -- 
Extensive 1 -- -- -- -- -- - -- 

Present use 
None 50 52 31 30 17 1 9 10 
Saine 3 1 2 -- 2 -- 1 -- 
Extensive i -- -- -- 

Future use 
None 33 35 17 18 11 12 7 7 
Sanie 4 2 2 1 2 -- - -- 
Extensive i -- -- 1 -- -- - -- 

Reels owned 6 -- 2 -- 2 i -- 
Regularly lent 3 -- i i -- -- i -- 
Used on promises 2 -- 1 -- 2 -- - -- 

Projectors owned 4 -- 1 1 2 -- 2 -- 

Regularly lent 2 -- - -- i -- i -- 
Used on premises 2 -- i -- -- -- - -- 

P.A. units owned 2 -- -- -- 

Record turntable -- i -- -- 

Movie camera -- -- -- - 

No Report 23 26 8 10 5 8 10 12 
ai 
ai 



Eoerìts 

"The library has no collection." 
"We do not have a collection of this type of material." 
"Used in freshman library instruction." 
"In the fall of 1937 we attnpted to inaugurate a fUin 

lending service for which we prepared one film of our 

own and secured several others. The supply, however, 

was never adequate for the demand and only four of the 

filma (6 reels) are now usable. These are still cirou- 
lated on demand." 

"City photographic department is in the process of taking 

a motion picture showing our crowded condition. About 

500 feet of 16 n. fi] to be shown at club meetings, 

etc." 

"Buying a projector, 1940. Library has at present only 
one film produced by the library showing its activities." 

ttThjs library has nothing, but the county library, 
housed in this saine building, has a two reel colored 

motion picture of its activities with a Bell and 

Howell projector. These are used only by the staff.0 

"Have borrowed film for teaching use of the library during 

Freshman Week." 

"Bureau of Visual Instruction handles all of those." 
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"Soiiie 35mm sIlent and sound films are used In our library 

progrns - films usually rented or borrowed." 

"The lIbrary borrows both silent and sound films from 

various sources and shows them as part of its adult 

education program. When sound films are used, a pro- 

jector must be borrowed. Private individuals and the 

University of _____ Visual Education Department are 

main sources for these films. Frequently they are 

shown with lecturer." 

"The library owns no silent motion pictures. The city 

has deposited with the Local History Department 139 

rolls depIcting local historical events. These have 

recently been received and records are not as yet 

complete." 

52 reels of silent and sound films. At present these 

are handled outside library but plans are being made 

to transfer them to the library." 

"Note: Will have a 16mm and 35mm sound motion picture 

projector in new library (1940) this year as well as 

projection room and auditorium." 



Co,ments 

Even a quick glance at the table will show an almost 

negligible use of motion pictures in the library world. 

When, out of a representative group of libraries such as 

is reporting here, less than 5 per cent indicate any pres- 

ent activity, this seems to be a fair conclusion. Motion 

pictures have crre to be probably the greatest single 

factor among the audio-visual aids in the educational and 

entertainment world. As far back as 1936 the survey con- 

ducted by the United States Office of Education covering 

more than 8,000 schools revealed a use of motion pictures 

ranging from 40 per cent by the primary grades of the 

small schools to practically 90 per cent by the senior 

high schools in the largest systems. And for the recre- 

ational use there need be no further evidence than the 

tremendous size of the motion picture industry and the 

constant attendance at the movies. Yet the figures of 

the table evidence no such general acceptance by the 

library world. 

Let us turn to the excerpts then to discover if for 

any reason the moving picture is not adapted to library 

use. The first two statements are samples of the majority 

report. But in order to show what can be and is being 

done the balance of the quotations are selected for their 
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constructive comments and suggestions. 

First cornos a State Library which made a noble effort 

but apparently did not recognize the ful]. possibilities 

before starting. Its program completely stalled on an 

insufficient supply of films to adequately meet the demand. 

Moro thorough planning and financing would undoubtedly 

have established a permanent service of great value to the 

entire state. 

Next comes the report from a wide-awake library with 

a keen sense of appreciation for the value of advertising. 

There may have been a day when the library could exist 

satisfactorily on a dry_as_dusti annual report of statis- 

tical data, but it caimot today. With 15 to 20 minutes of 

well planned moving pictures showing the hiian side of its 

work; with the urgent needs for equipment, staff, and books 

artft.11y interwoven with the rest; and with a pleasant and 

interesting speaker from the lIbrary staff, what Wömen's 

Club, Rotary Club or Faculty Club could resist the appeal 

to get behind the librarian in supporting a program for 

larger budgets and broader service? 

Then conio reports from other libraries where good 

programs of motion picture activity are under way. And 

the last one quoted probably strikes a keynote for library 

buildings of the futuro. 



Before leaving this section, a few additional pos- 

sibilities should be mentioned. One which is unquestlon- 

ably coming is the acquisition and preservation of docu- 

mentary filins. This will be along lines s!xdlar to the 

suggestion above ori local )3lstory films but will have a 

much wider application than that. another future activity 

will be the distribution of films within the local area 
for the use of churches, clubs, occasionally schools and 

other such groups. The use of motion pictures in the work 

with children hasn't started to any apprecIable extent as 

yet. But what an opportunity there is in this field 
whenever the libraries are ready to accept the challenge. 

But undoubtedly the greatest room for development in 

the uso of motion pictures lies in the field of Adult 

Education. The use of films for this purpose in a few of 

the large cities over the country has been indicated. So 

far so good; but what of the possibilities for its adap- 

tation to the problems of Adult Education for the smaller 

conmiunities? A program should be worked out whereby a 

study group in any small conmiunity could secure from the 

nearest city, county, regional, or state library, film 

units or series on a wide variety of subjects. The local 

high school sound projector could be used and on six suc- 

cess ive Monday night, for example, the group could hear 

and see Robert Maynard Hutchins discussing his views of 
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Education for Today's World. Planned leaflets or study 

guides should accompany the f uns and the local school 

superintendent or sorno other qualified person could act 

as leader of the informal discussIon following the talk. 

A cooperative experimental study along these lines should 

be made by the libraries to test the plan frcrm. all anglos. 

In this way, and perhaps in this way only, are we 

going to carry the benefits of Adult Education to the eager 

millions who do not live in urban centers. This is the 

greatest challenge in the field of motion pictures. It is 

the libraries' challenge and the lIbrarians of the country 

can moot it wIth an effective use of this form of audio- 

visual aid. 
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Part XI 

Microfilms 

Seldom do things 'catch on' as quickly as microfilms 

have. Turn back the pages of the periodical indexes a 

mere 5 or 6 years and the word is not even used. But in 

these intervening years there has sprung up a completely 

new tool and a rather sizable industry. 

Qu.estlon 13 was designed to find out many things con- 

cerning this now visual aid besides 

present and probable future use. Â 

the figures for the different types 

prove most interesting and onlighte2 

the excerpts should also dispel any 

the present condition of affairs in 

the extent of its 

careful comparison of 

of libraries will 

ing. The table and 

false notions about 

this field. 

estion 1. 
Microfilma, 

Past use.........None ( ) Some ( j Extensive ( ) 
Present use......None ( } Some ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Future use.......None C ) Sorno ( ) Extensive ( ) 

Are any of your current subscriptions coming on 
microfilm-Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Do you handle sepaxato articles together on long rolls 
C ) or separately on individual strips ( ) 

Are you catalo3'ing microfilm the same as othe± 
material ( or have you a special method of 
handling it ( ) 

Approximately what per cent of your interlibrary loans 
are handled by microfilm now ( ) 

What is yöur impression of "micröprints" in pamphlet 
form as suggested recently-would they be desirable 
Yes C) Mo ( ) 

Does library own desk type "binocular viewer&'--Yes ( ) No() 



Would such an instri.nent be desirable-Yes ( ) No ( 
Does library own reading machines-Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Howmany( ) 
Does library own copying equipment for service- Ye() No() 
Do you consider microfilm techniques satisfactory at 

present ( ) or does there need to be decided 
improvement to bring them to that point ( ) 

Remarks: 
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MICROFILMS 

Public C. and U. S. C. Stato 

Past use 

None 51 11 14 12 

Some 8 27 3 -- 

Extensive -- 1 -- -- 

Present use 

None 45 6 15 14 

Sorno 11 33 53 1 

Extensive 2 3 -- -- 

.Fu.ture uso 

IIono 22 -- 7 6 

Sone 11 1 2 

Extensive 12 16 5 1 

Subscriptions on film 

Yes 8 10 2 

No 19 27 12 8 

1ept on lorx rolls 3 12 3 1 

Iept on individual strips 4 18 3 - 

Catalogued thesamo 5 15 2 - 

SpecIal cataloging 1 7 2 - 

'Microprints' 

Desirable 2 12 3 - 

)Tot desirable 6 8 2 - 

Reading machines owned i5 31 4 1 

Equipped for copying 1 8 1 1 

Technique satisfactory 

Yes 8 18 6 2 

No 6 16 1 - 

No Report 21 2 3 6 
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Excerpts 

UØ expect to subscribe to microfilm edition of the 

New York Times as soon as a good projector at a reason- 

able price is available." 
"'Microorints' desirable only in a limited nuinber of cases 

for special material." 

"More eye comfort for reader is essential." 

"Only i per cent of interlibrary loans on film." 

"Vie rent Recordak Junior for copying. Five per cent of 

loans are on film now. Techniques are reasonably sat- 

isfactory but there will be improvement and reduction 

in cost, of course." 

"Expect to make use of these in near future." 

"When equii»nent is less expensive and complicated hope to 

microfilm newspapers and be able to borrow microfilm 

for research study from other' libraries." 

"Very few interlibrary loans on microfilm now." 

"Fifty per cent of loans on film now." 

"Five per cent of interlibrary loans on film now." 

"Have secured funds and expect to buy equient soon." 

"Still room for improvement in techniques and for cheaper 

readers." 

stating that present microfilm techniques are satis- 

factory I do not at all preclude further development 

or new techniques. It is possible that the prospectIve 



development of flat filin may be very superior to pros- 
ont methods and rapidly outmode them." 

"Have subscribed for New York Tines microfilm edition 
beginning January, 1940. ks yet we have no projector. 
Have been promised gift of scientific (chemical) 
journals in microfilm when we get a projector." 

"Library will purchase reader and camera within next 6 

months. 

"Cataloging the saine as books but with special shelf list. 
Ten per cent of loans on film. Microprints are doubt- 
ful. Techniques are bound to improve." 

"Expect to have film laboratory in near future. Have made 
35,000 feet of 16mm negative of historical manuscripts 
in field." 

"Nino per cent of incoming interlibrary loans on film." 
"I am personally much interested in microfilms but we 

haven't come to the "sticking point? yet." 
UNone of loans on film.?? 

"Our cataloging policies are now being evolved. Reading 

machines not perfect yet." 
"Twenty per cent of loans on filin." 
"Loans * 1938 - 2.38 per cent; 1939 - 0.66 per cent. 

Binocular viewer would be desirable with large callee- 
tian of filins. BelIeve microfilms have established 
their place In library service and definite development 
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should be made." 

"None of loans. We ask the person to order direct." 

"Copying equipment an order." 

will increase greatly. Users find filins not always 

in focas." 

"Satisfactory but .inprovement desirable." 

"The _______ Journal (old issues - 60 years) has been 

microfilmed under a WPA project for the library. Since 

the machine and the filin are just being transferred to 

the building, we have no actual experience with its use. 

In all probabilIty the current Issues will be filmed 

and the New York Times film edition ordered." 

"Cataloging problem now under consideration. Fifty por 

cent of loans on filin. In new library (1940) a complete 

microfilm room and darkroom has been constructed with 

facilities for copying and developing. Four reading 

machines aro also being added." 

"Cataloging method not yet decIded. Per cent of loans 

small." 

"None owned or expected by us." 

"Improvement needed; also special facilities for shelving." 



None of the 30 questions in the survey brought forth 
as many renmrks as did this one. Consequently there is 

so much to comment on it is difficult to select the most 

Important. 

Probably the outstanding point in the figures of the 
table is the indicatIon that this is definitely considered 

as more useful to the College and University Libraries 
than to the Public or State Libraries. Thereas 16 per 

cent of the Public Libraries arid only one of the State 
Libraries report present use, over 70 per cent of the 

College and University group are using microfilms today. 

While the Public Libraries increase to almost 27 per cent 

of them indïcating future use, the Collego and University 
group remain at 65 per cent with not a single library 
among them bold enough or rash enough to predict no future 

use. There are many reasons for this which need not be 

discussed hero. 

With all of the activity in the different groups, 

it is interesting to note under the next figures of the 

table that only some 20 per cent of all libraries report- 
ing have present subscriptions coming on film. No doubt 

this will change materially in the next few years, but 

some of the remarks indicate that it may not unless 

drastic changes are made in techniques or equipment or 



both. The combination of difficulties Involved in the 

use of the New York Times fii edition today Is suffi- 
oient to danipen anyone's enthusiasm. When the day arrives 

on which we can hand the reader one single day's issue of 

the paper which he can handle and read in a machine as 

conveniently as he does any regular paper there will be 

real reason for its widespread adoption. Until sorno of 

the studies now being made have accomplished this object- 
ive, there will probably be very gradual change from con- 

ditions as they are now. 

As to the manner of handling films, the remarks 

indicate many methods. Long rolls seem suited to mate- 

rial if it is all on one subject but most inconvenient 

if films on many subjects are included. Short strips 

aeon more feasible for scientific articles and material 
of that type. 

One excellent way to handle these shorter strips is 
on 5 x 8 cards with the assistance of the glassene strips 

used by stamp collectors In their albums. Full informa- 

tion concerning the article can be typed or wiitten on 

the card before the strip or strips are glued in place. 

By overlapping the container strips three or four or even 

more of the filmstrips almost 8" in length can be handled 

In a scratchiess individual cover on one single card. 

Until the flat film mentioned in one of the excerpts has 
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eventuated from one of the developmental studies now being 

made, perhaps this is the best method of handling these 

short lengths of film. 

Closely allied to the problem of the short strIps is 

the matter of the binocular viewer which appears in the 

quostlon but not in the table. Again it is significant 

that twice as many of the College and University Libraries 
as of any other group stated such an Instrimient would be 

desirable. Dealing as they are with the short strips 

containing scientific or technical articles they want some 

moro efficient method of handling them than is available 
at present. Same optical manufacturer should tackle the 

problem immediately of a tento twelve times magnification 

through the use of a comfortably designed binocular 

arrangement. 3uch an instrtm.ent if brought out at a 

reasonable price would meet with almost instant success. 

Except for long periods of continuous reading, such as a 

book or extremely long articles, this type of equiiient 

will prove far more desirable than the present complicated 
reading machines. 

In the matter of equinent for doing the work of 

making microfilm copies it seems that progress is dis- 

couragingly slow. Only one library in each of the Public, 

Small College and State library groups reported possession 

of equipment to do this work. The College and University 
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group is much farther along, but even the report they 

give shows only 1 per cent of them so equipped. Certainly 

in the face of this report on copying equipment we cannot 

look for much progress in the field of interlibrary loans. 

And the reports do not show much. Except for two isolated 

cases reporting loans at 50 per cent on film, the next 

highest was one at 20 per cent. But the average was well 

below 5 per cent and probably if it could be accurately 

determined would run in the neighborhood of about 2 per 

cent. 

What has caused this newest of visual aids, which the 

library world has accepted with such wide open arms, to 

tbog down' in this manner? There are many reasons, but 

they can a]. be sinnmed up in one statement. The present 

techniques and equipment aro not thoroughly adapted to 

library needs. Therefore until definite results are 

achieved in designing equipment and mprovng techniques 

with the libraries' needs as the starting point, we can 

expect a continuance of the present policy of 'wishfi..tl 

waiting.t When this work is done and the proper equipment 

produced, the forward surge will sweep all before it. For 

as one librarian has remarked above, "...miorofilms have 

established their place in library service and definite 

development should be made." 
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Part XII 

Phonographs and Records 

Recent years have witnessed a tremendous increase in 

the public's interest in recorded music. For a period 

following the advent of radio in its popular forni the 

phonograph and its records became merely dust catchers. 

But gradually the idea of being able to have 'what you 

want when you want it' began to revive interest in 

recorded music. The radio itself has also beon somewhat 

responsible for this renewal of interest through programs 

such as Walter Daauosch's Music Appreciation Hour. 

Whatever the causes, the fact is that libraries have 

lately been taking an interest in the possibilities of 

using both the machines and the records in their work 

and in offering records for circulation as a part of their 

regular service. It was to test the present status of 

these 'audio-aids' that question No. 14 was placed in the 

survey. The figures in Table 12 and the excerpts give a 

fair picture of this returning interest and an indication 

of its probable growth. 
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uost1on 1. 
Phonograph records. 

Past use........None ( ) Sorne ( J Extensive C 

Present use......None C ) Some ( ) Extensive C 

Fu.ture Use.......None ( ) Soiue ( ) Extens1ve ( ) 
Does library own any phonograph records-Yes C ) IcIo() Howniany( ) 
Does library own any phonographs-Yes ( ) No ( ) 

How many ( ) 
Does library have sound proof audition rooms--Yes ( ) No() 
Wbuld speölal turntables with bone-induction head sets 

be desirable for servicing record collections- 
Yeso No() 

Remarks: 
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TABLE 12 

PHONOGRAPHS AND RECORDS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 
Nono 44 27 8 8 
Scno 9 7 1 2 

Extensive 5 1 5 - 

Present use 
None 39 25 7 8 

Some 11 7 2 1 

Extensive 9 4 5 1 

Future use 
None 25 10 5 7 
Some 5 9 1 - 

Extensive 14 7 4 1 

Phonographs owned 15 9 2 1 

Records owned 19 12 8 2 

Soundproof audition rooms 
Yes 8 5 - - 

No 24 17 9 7 
Special turntables desirable 

Yes 7 3 2 1 

No 5 1 - 

No Report 22 5 4 8 
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Exc er t s 

"250 records owned. We are just beginning to develop a 

phonograph collection and expect increasing use of it 

as collection becomes adequate." 

"Records were a gift many years ago. They are scratched 
and not good." 

111000 records and 2 machines. A combination radio and 

victrola with records largely acquired by gift is used 

to give daily concerts with WPA help in our Central 

Building." 

"Own 1000 records. Special turntables not desirable for 

our use." 

"Recently started separate music division and hope to 

include records later." 

"Don't know about special turn tables. Would like to 

own records to circulate for home use." 

"School of Music uses considerably. They want space in 

the library in future." 

"Poetry room - 75 records; theatre collection 150. 

Special turntables would be desirable." 

"950 records for reference and 2 machines. For reference 

will build up a representative collection of standard 

and modern works. In future will circulate gifts only, 

when staff is available. Iow have 400 records in a 

collection for circulation evefltually." 
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"1Te have just been given about loo records not yet cata- 

loged. We are promised more and hope to build up a 

good collection and circulation." 

"Large collection of classical music recordings a gift 

in 1938. Used as a basis of weekly music appreciation 

hours in library auditorhun. Records are not lent to 

general public but are lent to study clubs and to music 

teachers." 

"All owned and controlled by Music Department and Romance 

Language Department. Library catalogs them. 

Iop to develop sound recordings along with pictures as 

regular library materials." 

"The conservatory administers the use of phonograph rec- 

ords. This may become an activity of the library at 

a future date." 

"Special turntables would not be desirable under our pres- 

ent set-up which we are not considering changing. We 

have 1400 records extensively used. We have one 

'listening room' with an attendant in charge: open 8 

hours daly. 

"18,259 records and 6 machines owned. Extensive use and 

have soundproof rooms. The special headsets would be 

desirable. Pour of the library's machines in the 

Music Department are equipped with specIal high fidelity 

head phones." 
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"Phonograph probably better than head phones. Records 

circulated since March, 1939, for home use. Both 

records (500) and machine were gifts." 

"This answer covers general lIbrary only. In addition 
the School of Music has set of Carnegie records; one 

professor in English is recording for linquistic study 
and another is recording ballads." 

"1700 records and i machine owned. I should be surprised 

if our collection is not receiving greater use than 

any other In the U.S. considering Its size. There is 

more than a triple turnover of the entire collection 

every month." 

"Phonograph is used for student concerts three days a 

week." 

"2966 records and 3 machines. Extensive use and we have 

soundproof rooms.0 

tt7 records and 2 machInes. Use of phonograph records 

throughout the state is phenomenal." 

"We own records and. 2 machines but we question whether 

this is a legitimate function of the library." 

"Special turntables desirable but we should always want a 

soundproof room for use with groups. Most of our 

records (1800) have 'been gifts. There has been very 

little money in the budget for buying records. Record 



circulation: 1939 - 5,433. Records played in sotind- 

proof room in 1939 - 10,409." 

"The Phonograph Club has 670 records on deposit in 

addition to the 1070 owned by the library." 

"Hope to enlarge collection in the future for music stu- 

dents and public music foriis." 

use in the past; sollo use at present; extensive use 

in the future. 700 records and 3 machines owned. We 

already have special turntables. Records have been 

used in University courses held here at the library and 

at lectures sponsored by the library." 

It seems almost unnecessary to offer any comments 

after such a complete selection of remarks. A few points, 

however, should be emphasized. 

First of all it is interesting and certainly signifi- 

cant that almost exactly 25 per cent of the Public, Col- 

lege and University, and Small College groups indicated 

either some or extensive present use. Prom what infcrna- 

tIen has been available to date the impression might easily 

have been gained that only a few energetic or perhaps 

eccentric librarians had gone In for the use of these 

items. And certainly those few would be largely among 
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the financially able public libraries. But here are the 

facts. And probably the most active collection reported 

is the one in a 3mall College library which claims national 
honors in their remarks for a "three time turnover every 
month" of a collection of 1700 records. Certainly the 

students on that campus are getting more than mere book 

learning. 

All through the excerpts are surprising facts. It 

is a large public library which with WPA help is giving 

daily concerts in their Central Building. If these are 

appreciated, as they seem to be, is there any reason why 

they need stop for the lack of such help? Certainly not. 

The american people will support anything they truly 

enjoy and appreciate. 

The library reporting a record collection totalling 
1400, a 'listening room', and an attendant in charge B 
hours a day is an eastern University with 5000 students. 

It is certainly encouraging that the already crowded life 
of the University student includes time and interest in 

such things. And even moro encouraging than that is the 
vision and courage of the librarian who finds a way to 

incorporate this thing which the students want into his 

hard won budge t. 

These are all signs on the highway of fu.ture library 

work. The librarians who have reported here are the 



pioneers. They are the trail blazers who have marked the 

way. And already 25 per cent are following the trail and 

before long it will be a broad highway instead of an 

obsciwe path. And why should it seem strange to anyone 

that libraries which have always had ' printed music' to 

offer should now have 'played music' as well? For the 

few who can use or enjoy the former there are thousands 

who wil]. use and enjoy the latter. 

Therefore looking to the future it is safe to predict 

that records carrying music of al]. kinds, poetry printed 

aloud, (perhaps in the author's own voice), drama read in 

the parts and talking books of every sort will be regular 

library tools. And now is the time to begin planning and 

building for these collections. 



Part XIII 

The radio has come to play such an important role in 
ou lives today that we can hardly remember the days before 
it 'arrived'. Listening in the tenso days and nights of 

the late stner of 1939 to the 'war news' fro2n Europe, it 
was difficult to recall how eagerly we waited for the 
daily papers 25 years earlier for the war news of those 

days. A flip of the switch, a spin of the dial and news 

comes into our homes from the far corners of the world. 

ITot only news, but music, drqma, adventure, information, 

education, entertainment; it is all at our fingertips at 
home or on the road. 

But with the radio taking such an important placo in 

affairs today, the question arises, 'What have the libra- 
ries done toward recognizing this fact and planning their 
work accordingly?' 

Besides finding this past, present, and probable 

future use of radio by libraries question No. 15 sought 

to uncover their acceptance and use of it in publicity 
work. 



Question 
Radio. 

Past Use.........None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive 
Present Use......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensive 
Futuro Use.......None ( ) Some ( ) Extensivo 

Does library own a radio-Yes ( ) No ( ) Is radio in library used in any way for benefit of 
public-Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Remarks on such usage, if any: 
Do you use the radio regularly in your publicity 

work-Yes ( ) No ( ) 



TJ,BLE XIII 

RADI O 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Past use 

None 32 36 14 8 

Some 16 2 1 4 
Extensive 2 -- -- -- 

Present use 

None 32 29 15 7 

Some 19 5 1 4 

Extensive 3 -- 

Fu.ture use 

None 1? 15 8 4 

Some 15 4 -- 4 

Extensive 3 -- -- -- 

Radio owned 

Yes 15 3 -- - 

No 30 26 17 10 

Used for benefit of public 

Yes 13 2 1 -- 

No 7 6 1 1 

Used in publicity 

Yes 21 5 -- 1 

No 16 12 8 6 

No Report 15 6 5 7 



Ecerpts 

"Have one available for adult forum groups-used only for 
those groups - occasionally for publicity." 

"Occasionally used in publicity." 
"Radio brought in for special occasions." 

Ofle branch has used for public benefit." 
"Undecided as to future use." 
"Folktales - a weekly program by Children's Department 

on Board of Education School of the Air." 

"Weekly progrsn frcn February 1938 to March 1939 over 8 

affiliate stations of 
"There is a radio in librarian's office which is used once 

in a while for a. Library Association book review; 

especially if one of our own staff is on. 

"Had town meeting listening group one winter. Have very 

popular radio story hour for children Saturday mornings 

at 9 a.m.a 

"...used for public benefit at rare intervals." 

"..publicity through station_____ 15 minutes weekly." 

"We hope to develop service for public benefit." 
"Town meeting discussion group; radio loaned. Regular 

library publicity programs are given whenever the time 

is available." 

"Weekly radio programs for children." 



"Have radio on loan. Library has weekly 15 minute program 

over local station." 

"Por special speeches." 

"Opera broadcasts and library's own 

"Operas turned on on Saturday afternoons - average attend- 

ance 30 - reception in the downtown area poor. The 

library broadcasts 5 minutes every day. Usually has 

about 25 programs a year in addition." 

C ozmnents 

The outstanding revelation of the figures concerning 

use seems to be the definite lead taken by the Pxblio 

Libraries. Over 27 per cent of this group reported pros- 

ont use while less than 10 per cent of the College and 

University group, 3 1/2 per cent of the &nall College group 

and 17 per cent of the State Libraries indicated any 

activity. 
Again in the question of use for the benefit of the 

public the Public Libraries were the only group to show 

any concerted effort. 
And as for the matter of publicity they once moro 

take the honors. But this time it seems the honors are 

not so well earned with less than one fourth of their 
ntimber actively using the radio to tell the±r story to 

the coamnunity. There is every logical reason for Collego 



or University libraries to plan definito publicity programs 

but for Public Libraries it is certainly essential. If it 

were possible to make the test, there would undoubtedly 

prove to be a direct relation between well planned public- 

ity and adequate budgets. Therefore, every library ought 

to consider this fact and utilize radio to the greatest 

advantage in solving its own local problems. 

But in doing so it should be remembered that competi- 

tion is keen on the air, as it is everywhere. If library 

programs are to hold a listening audience, they must be on 

a par with the coimnorcial broadcasts or have a peculiarly 

local 'punch' that will put them across. Here perhaps is 
an opportunity for group effort, possibly on a national 

scale, in the preparation of programs by expert radio 

writers. These professionally prepared programs could 

then be used by local library staff members who have good 

radio voices and ability. But the programs will have to 

'click'. A poorly prepared radio seript would do best if 
never presented. But for every dollar of money and time 

wisely expended on this form of publicity there should be 

returns many times over. 

One further cnient is needed regarding radio. It 

concerns the opportunity ahead of the libraries in gath- 

ering collections of radio transcriptions. The schools 

are already making excellent headway with this work in 



their field, and the libraries can develop many uses for 

them in the adult field. The re-creation of certain pro- 

grams purely for enjoyment and of others for their educa- 

tional content opens new possibilities for Adult Education 

planned and conducted by the library. 

The radio certainly cannot be neglected in any of its 

phases if libraries are to make full use of their resources 

today. 



Part XIV 

Teieviion and Facsimile 

Because of public interest in the possibilities of 

television it deserved consideration in the survey. And 

while facsimile has received less publicity and is not as 

spectacular, its inclusion was also warranted. Therefore 

these two newest potentialities on the modern horizon were 

suggested for statements concerning any present experience 

in question No. 16. The figures in the table and the 

replies, or rather the lack of replies, are evidence of 

the situation as it is today. 

Quostion 16. 

Television and Facsimile. 
Since these are both in the experimental stage as 

yet for the country as a whole will those of you 
who may have had direct connection and experience 
with either make whatever comment you care to 
concerning their possibilities with respect to 
library usage. 

Remarks: 

TABI XIV 

TELEVISION AÑD FACSIMII 

Public C. and U. S. (J. State 

No comment 3 2 1 -- 

No report 79 42 
- 

25 20 



Excernts 

are following experiments at Schenectady and will use 

this aid (television) when fully developed.t' 

"Would like to try televis!on." 

Oonen ts 

¶Lhere is little to comment on as far as the figures 

in the table are concerned. They tell their own s tory. 

Out of all the libraries reporting only eight did. anything 

with this question. Of these eight, there were six which 
took the trouble to write "no coiîunent" or "no experience." 

And only two libraries made comments expressive of interest. 
Does this situation indicate lack of imagination and 

interest on the part of librarians generally? It would be 

hard to say. The question left a wide open opportunity 
for rnarks of any kind, but less than i per cent of those 

replying made comments at all. 

Here in these two 'aids' lie some of the greatest 

possibilities the future holds at this time for libraries. 
Imagine if you will the group of 30 mentioned earlier who 

os11e to one library to hear the opera on Saturdays. Can 

you vision this library offering to them not only the 

sound but also the sight of the Metropolitan Opera each 

week? Can you picture the crowds gathered to hear and see 



Hitler, Mussolini, Stalin, King George VI, or President 

Roosevelt as they deliver bnportant addresses? History 

has written of many a king's abdication. The present 

generation heard one of the saddest yet finest which has 

ever occurred. But imagine if you will standing solemnly 

with millions of others in our great public libraries of 

the country sharing intimately with King dward VIII the 

emotions of those historic moments when he spoke to the 

world and the world heard and saw. Such are the possi- 

bilities of television. 

And facsimile - what of it? Within the month you 

could have read of a 'stunt' which the Navy planned for 

our President. Seated aboard a cruiser in calm southern 

waters on a holiday fishing trip he read each morning an 

illustrated facsimile newspaper radioed from New York. 

But it was more than a stunt. It was a demonstration of 

a new means of conmiunication which has already proven its 

militaryvalue in the war in urope. Its peacetime pos- 

sibilities, however, will far exceed its war uses. Here 

is a device approximately the size of a standard typewriter 

out of which can issue an unending strosin of illustrated 

'spot news'. Have you ever watched people gather to see 

the news photos with typewritten captions posted on 

bulletin boards outside the newspaper offices? Think of 

the popular approval for the libraries which plan their 
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prograrris to include facsimile service as soon as available. 

Let us watch both of these developments, as one 

library reports, and be prepared to incorporate then into 

library service. They are both 'just around the corner 

and it is none too early to co1nmence planning. 
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Part XV 

Three Most Active k1I 

Asking specific questions draws forth definite infor- 

nation about the particular thing suggested. In order to 

let down the bars for more general replies question No. 17 

asked for a list of the three most activo 'aids'. There 

seems to have been some doubt, regardless of the proced- 

ing 16 questions, as to just what was meant by 'aids'. 

Fortunately this occurred in only afew instances. Many 

welcomed the opportunity while at least half of the entire 

group offered no report at all. Table 15 presents the 

statistical results, and the selected excerpts serve to 

supplement the record. 

Question 17. 
List yoir three most active "aids" at this timo and 

the purposes for which they are being used. 
A. 

B. 

C. 
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TABLE 15 

THREE MOST ACTIVE AIDS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Pictures and prints 34 6 4 1 

Clippings 16 9 2 1 

Maps 11 9 2 - 

Posters 3 2 1 - 

Photographs 4 2 2 

Portraits -- 1 - - 

Stereoscopes and 
stereographs 6 - - - 

Objects, specimens, etc. 2 - - - 

Phonographs and records 8 8 4 - 

Radio 4 - 1 - 

Opaque projectors 1 1 - 

Lantern slides 7 3 2 - 

Movie films -- - - - 

Microfilms 5 9 3 - 

Miniature cariera -- - i - 

No Report 43 22 12 20 
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Excerpts 

"Fighting out our job on very conventional lines - books, 

documents, periodicals and a vertical file." 

"Pictures - art, design, school questions, practically 

everything. Maps - personal reference, lectures, etc. 

Phonograph records - both student use and recreational 

use 

"aids? - Do not know what you mean by this. Microfilm is 

probably our most effective "aid" to the printed word 

in the ordinary sense." 

"question not understood. What do you mean, "aids"?" 

"Microfilms - interlibrary loan and research. Clippings - 

reference work. Maps - reference work." 

"Phonograph records - for music and languages." 

"Victrola - music appreciation classes and request pro- 

grams. Microfilm reader - physics classes and faculty 

needs. Argus camera - materials we cannot lend now are 

photographed." 

"Stereographa to amuse children. Mounted pictures for 

classroom use by teachers in grade schools. Maps by 

adults planning trips or studying history." 

"Clippings for local history. Phonograph records lent for 

use of teachers, musicians, interested individuals. 

Picture plates by teachers for costume, social life, 
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manners and custoin.s.tt 

"Picture collection. Phonograph records." 

"Prints, etc. in the Art Department. Slides in Art and 

Archeology. Microfilm for research source materials. 

Depression financing has kept us out of most of this 

sort of work which, incidentally, has no large place 

in university library work." 

UMaterial in exhibit 

"...Radio for publicity on book collection and library 

services. Motion pictures Children's Theatre spon- 

sored by the Better Films Chapter." 

"Pictures and lantern slides - teachers, club wnien, 

artists, craftsmen, advertisers, school chilthen, etc. 
Clippings - used by all types of people who want quick 

service. e clip regularly certain magazines and news- 

papers and arrange material under Reader's Guide sub- 

jects. The clipping collection also includes many 

panphlets. Clipping circulation, 1939 - 723,873." 

pictures - used for art appreciation, designing, 

teaching, lectures, copying, etc. Postera and pictorial 

maps used for educational and decorative purposes. 

Stereographs used for educational and recreational 

purposes and for correcting defects of vision." 

"Pictures, records, films - used for teaching." 



COfll]aleflt s 

The figures in the table and the remarks are Inter- 

esting because of two things. First, they indicate clearly 

that by far the bulk of the activity reported by al]. groups 

is in the perfectly conventional fields of pictures, prints, 

clippings, and maps. Second, they Indicate that of the less 

conventional aids there is a distinct agreement on three; 

phonograph records, lantern slides, and microfilms. 

This agreement is even more interesting when we note 

that phonograph records lead in two groups and placo second 

In the third by only one count. From this evidence it Is 

clear that the phonograph is rapidly taking a position of 

genuine importance in library work. 

But what can we say of some of the other items re- 

ported? Moving picture films drew a complete blank In 

this group . Why should this be when young and old alike 

are so thoroughly conditioned to the motion picture for 

both entertainment and information? Are the libraries 

passing up a grand opportunity here? It would seem that 

they are, for certainly the schools have discovered the 

value of films as reported earlier. 

Only one library reports a miniature camera as one 

of it active aids. Think of the thousands and tens of 

thousands of miniature camera fans and yet not a single 
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library reports its adoption into their general work. The 

one library which did repoxt uses theirs to copy book 

materia]. for loan and so strictly should classify under 

microfilm. There is already available a tremendous salee- 

tion of educational filmstrips which could be used to 

advantage by libraries. Add to this the possibilities for 

creating local and special rolls by use of the miniature 

cameras through cooperation with a few of the 'fans' and 

you have a brand new section of work and service for the 

library. 
The one conclusion which has to be drawn from these 

facts is that, on the whole, libraries are extremely con- 

servative about changing their ways or adopting new ideas. 

Fortunately, however, there are a few courageous librari- 
ans who are pioneering, and through their efforts the rest 
of the profession will be able to determine the wisdom 

and value of these new ways to serve. 



Part XVI 

Unusual UQes d Posilitj 

Certainly the two questions involved here, Nos. 18 

and 19, gave the widest latitude of any asked. It was 

hoped tIrough these questions to build up a fund of sug- 

gestions which would be extremely useful to librarians 

everywhere. But an unexpected reticence developed or else 

there are fewer unusual ideas than might be expected. At 

any rate, the most unusual thing about the table which 

follows is the high percentage in all groups which made 

no report. Fortunately, the few who did report had 

interesting suggestions to offer and many good ideas 

will be found in the excerpts which follow the table. 

aesti2n1&. 
List below any and your present use of them 

which you feel maybe unique or at least unusual. 

Suggest below any unusual possibilities you may have 
considered but have not tried as yet. 

TABLE 16 

UNUSUAL USES AND POSSIBILITIES 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Unusual uses 

No Report 75 38 21 21 

Unusual possibilities 

No Report 77 41 24 4 



'& permanent display, which we have named ' catalog ques- 

tions answered', consisting of sheets explaining, in 

non-technical language, the use of the card catalog 

has been arranged under glass on the tops of the cata- 

log consultation tables." 
"Cutst for information and publicity - we have hundreds 

of them in file." 
"Collection of framed picttres for cIrculation among 

students." 

"Large collection (over 300) of large, fine color repro- 

ductions circulated in planned rotating exhibits, fre- 
quently changed, through college buildings." 

"Show eases built into delivery desks." 

"Weekly nature walks conducted by Assistant Director of 

Public Library Museum." 

"We are now having daIly afternoon and evening record 

concerts." 

"Our specialtyis our pictorial record of the ________ 

Region; 35,000 of them. Used by book publIshers, 

magazines, authors, students, motion picture producers, 

e t e 

"Have two sets of flags of all nations for lending. Pre- 

quently make slides to order. Two years ago made many 
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sets of choir music by mimeograph. Wall maps for 

lending." 

have a small group of marionottes and puppets whIch 

are loaned to camps, clubs, etc." 

(Unusual possibilities untried as yet) 

"EducatIonal f i]iis combined with book talks in the same 

field." 

"We hope that the library of the future in will 

have a room equipped with radio and phono- 

graph." 

"Want to circulate phonograph records." 

DWe long for a music room with a record collection." 

"Getting together small exhibits (such as 'Engraving 

processes'; 'Ivlaking a book;tOO years of Aanerican 

Art', etc.) to be circulated in high schools in vicin- 

ity." 

"Use of microfilm for filling In back files of magazines." 

"Filmstrips for use in Western History." 

"We hope to film back files of magazInes." 

"Televised programs.t 

C oiiments 

There is little comment necessary here. All of the 

suggestions offered are not only interesting but also self 

explanatory. 
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Again we note definite interest in the phonograph and 

records. The filming of back files of magazines is an 

Intriguing suggestIon. There is certainly room for inves- 

tigation of the possibilities in this direction. Indivi- 
dually it would be prohibitive. As a cooperative venttue 

involving sufficient positive prints It could be brought 

within reach of most libraries. Someone else has seen the 

possibilities in fIlmstrips and what an opportunity there 

is not only in western history but any history. And 

finally one of the largest libraries In the country reports 

a desire to work out a plan of televised progrsms. 

Undoubtedly there are hundreds of other ideas being 

dreamed of today and plaimed for tomorrow. This is a 

responsibility which every librarian must accept if libra- 
ries are to go forward. Resting on laurels won and ser- 

vices already established will never do. We must continu- 

ally conquer the new, for it is paradoxically true, there 

Is nothing constant but change. 
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Part XVII 

Types of Collections Considered Desirable 

Changing fron,. the open style of questioning which 

was found none too successful, we return in }Io. 20 to the 

specific checking type. Listing eight items or groupings 

of items, it was planned to discover just which of these 

the libraries considered most legitimate today. The 

reports in most groups were successful with a comparatively 

small ntmiber notreporting. 
The remarks which accompanied some of the replies 

applied only in explanation of the things checked. There- 

fore in this instance there is no listing of excerpts. 

The table itself gives the answers. 

onQ. 
Do you consider it within the purposes and functions of 

your library to develop collections in the following: 
Film strips.............. Yes ( ) i10 ( ) Microfilms............... Yes ( ) IIo ( 
Lantern slides........... Yes ( ) 1Io ( ) 

Specimens and objects.... Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Maps, charts, etc........ Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Pictures and prints...... Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Phonograph records....... Yes ( ) No ( ) 
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TABLE 17 

TYPES 0F COLLECTIONS CONSIDERED DESIRABLE 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Specmons and objects 
Yes 10 6 4 4 

No 33 19 11 3 

Maps, charts, etc. . 

Yes 59 32 16 11 

No 3 -- 3 1 

Pictures and prints 
Yes 67 30 17 12 

No 1 -- i -- 
Phonograph records 

Yes 39 16 8 8 

No 16 10 9 1 

Lantern slides 
Yes 2. 10 9 4 

No 24 14 8 4 

Filmstrips 
Yes 14 16 12 5 

No 28 10 5 4 

Movie films 
Yes 11 7 5 

No 32 17 10 5 

Microfilms 
Yes 44 35 16 10 

No 1.5 2 4 3 

No Report 13 7 4 6 



a omine n_t s 

A few comparisons which are not linnediately clear 

from the table will be interesting. 
Three out of the four groups of libraries place 

Pictures and Prints at the top of their list. The College 

and University group swing their vote over to microfilm 

for the top position. Maps place second in three groups 

and tie with Microfilm for second in the &iall College 

group. Microfilm takes third position with Public and 

State libraries, second with nall College and first with 

the College and University group. And. next comes Phono- 

graph records with fourth in three groups and fifth in 

the other. 

Beyond these four positions there is little agreement 

in the figures. It seems important to realize, however, 

that of the newer services the libraries have unquestion- 

ably accepted the microfilm and the phonograph with its 
records. This being the case, it certainly becomes impor- 

tant that f.iture plans he considered accordingly. 

Thile there is scarcely enough to call serious in any 

group, we do find a definite vote for both the filmstrip 

and the movie fiLm. Probably because of its greater sim- 

plicity in use and its lower cost the flmstrp outranks 

the movie film. But both of these items are so definitely 
useful to libraries and their untapped possibilities so 
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great that we may certainly expect to see them increase 

in favor rapidly in the next few years. 

If it is necessary to draw conclusions, it might be 

said that any of these aids are consIdered legitinate for 

library use. But the new ones to watch particularly and 

to plan on definitely are the microfilm and the phonograph. 

Following their general acceptance will conio lantern slides, 

fiLiistrips, and movies. Time marches on, and the libraries 

must march with it. 
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Part XVIII 

bstaritta1 Present Collections 

The preceding section showed clearly the various 

items considered as logical for library use. In this 
section we discover which of these have already been used 

to a sufficient extent to be reported as substantial col- 

lections. The comparison between the two tables is inter- 
esting, as are also many of the excerpts. 

uostion 21. 
Do you have substantial collection in any of the items 

in question No. 20. If so which ones? 
A. 
B. 

C. 

TABLE XVIII 

SUBSTANTIAL PRESENT COLLECTIONS 

Public C. and U. S. C. Stato 

Specimens and objects 5 1 -- 
7 

Maps, charts, etc. 24 1' 2 t 
Pictures and prints 54 16 6 6 

Phonograph records 14 7 4 1 

Lantern slides 7 4 2 -- 
Filmstrips -- -- -- -- 

Movie filins -- 1 -- -- 

Microfilms 5 10 1 

No Report 27 16 12 13 
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£xcerps 

"Wo could use films to replace maps and pictures. Might 

s:lmplify service." 

"If our resources permitted." 

"Those not checked (filmstrips, lantern slides, movie 

filins and phonograph records) are not now within our 

scope but might become so." 

"We have no facilities for adding." 

"No filmstrips or microfilm until need is proven." 

"Do not have funds to build these collections." 

"Desirable but not feasible with our budget Thnitation, 

pictures excepted." 

"Any would be usefal if budget warranted." 

"Not at present; sponsoring indexing and microfilining of 

____ newspapers 1889-1920; one positive remains in 

library." 

"Numismatic and sword collection." 

"Maps relating to state of _______. specimens and objects 

relating to resources and history." 

"No - because we cannot raise the additional money needed 

for purchase and administration." 

"No substantial collections but microfilm growing." 

"Microfilms, maps, pictures - phonograph record collection 

begun." 
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"Maps and charts 28,000; picture collection circulating 

142,500; portrait collection (reference) 91,000." 

"Microfilm gradually increasing." 

"We have about 75,000 pictures and prints; we have a grow- 

ing collection of local historical maps." 

"Maps 20,000 (9,000 lending); pictures 600,000 lending; 

prints 9,899 (6711 lending).t' 

"Lantern slides, specimens and objects (specializing in 

state archeology and natural history, bird- 

skins, plants, rocks, etc.) pictures and prints, clip- 
pings, and phonograph records." 

"Several hundred thousand pictures for circulation." 

"We are beginning a collection of 

"Pictures and prints - 937,816 in picture collection plus 

the branch collections uncounted. Phonograph records - 

5000." 

Coniments 

As suggested in the beginning of this section, the 

comparison of these figures with those of the preceding 

table is interesting. In the former we found the relative 

order of choice was, pictures and prints, maps, microfilm, 

and phonograph records for the first four places. In 

this table we find a unanimous report for pictures and 

prints at the head of the list. Three of the four groups 
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placo maps second, and the fourth group puts them third. 
Beyond this poInt there is little agreement. But it is 
Interesting to see phonograph records placing third, 
fourth, and second in the first three groups. This indï- 
cates once more the progress already made in the use of 

records by the libraries. 
There are several of the selected excerpts which 

express clearly what seems to be the obstacle to develop- 

ment along these lines - budgets and space. 0f course 

these two things are essential to a prograri of this sort. 
The question is how to secure them. will they come by 

merely waiting until the demand is so strong it can no 

longer be denied, or would it be possible to quietly and 

modestly begin with the nall things which can be done, 

even on present budgets, and gradually develop not only 

the demand but also the support which will successfully 

back up the requests for budgets? It seems that the lat- 
jer plan is the better but unfortunately it is not the one 

generally used. At times it may seem slower but In the 

end it Is often the quick way. People have a habit of 

getting the things they want. If we can make them want 

these services, they will find the way to support them 

with budgets. The plan will work for the College and 

University libraries as well as It will for the Publie 

and Stato libraries. Their problems are different, but 
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their 'publics' are identical. People, whether they be 

student, professor, housewife or business man are ftnda- 

mentally alike. Once we discover the things they like 

and want, they will disclose a willingness and an ability 

to pay for tuona. Therefore the 'will to expressed 

by constantly broadening and increasing service in this 

way, will automatically bring the larger budgets which 
will be needed. 
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Part XIX 

Circulation of Visual Aids 

With the growth of activity in the field of audio- 

visual aids in the schools there is developing at the 

same time a problem of distribution. In the larger cities 

where it is possible to establish separate Visual Depart- 

ments because of the size of the school system things are 

working smoothly. But what of the schools in the smaller 

communities? The children in these schools should have 

as good and as progressive an education as those in the 

city. But if the school cannot afford the individual 

expense involved in such a program, how will they get 

these advantages? Question No. 22 was asked to discover 

what the reactions of librarians would be to one possible 

solution of this problem. There is an interesting dif- 
ference of opinion which shows up in both the table and 

the excerpts following. 

uestion 22. 

Do you feel it would be possible for your library to 
handle the circulation of "visual aids" to the 
region surrounding you with proper additions to 
the staff? Yes ( ) No ( ) 
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TABLE 19 

POSSIBLE TO CIRTJL&TE "VISUAL AIDS" 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Yes 41 10 11 13 

No 22 20 9 3 

No Report 18 11 7 5 

space." 

"Would much like to do so." 
Iy5, but Extension Division is airoady doing most of it." 
"Possible but not desirable." 
"Possible but not of prime importance." 

"State Library Coimrission would be proper agency." 

"Yes, as stated above; microfilms, maps, charts, etc., 
pictures and prints, phonograph records." 

"With proper additions to staff, yes." 

"We do some now." 

"Yes - but see no possibility of there being sufficient 
staff." 

"Possible legal cìplications outside of city." 
"Yes, with addItions to staff and to the building." 
"No - college library." 
"Extensiol service does this." 
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"Yes, if properly financed. It should not be paid for out 

of city funds." 

"Yes. We do now on state-wide basis." 
"Yes " 

Çrnient s 

With a total of 75 voting Yes, 54 voting No and 41 

listed as not reporting, we find a definite answer to oiu 

question. Spreading the saine ratio over the comparable 

libraries of the country, we would find 44 per cent of 

them able and favoring a progran of circulating these 

audio-visual aids under the conditions described. Need. we 

look further then for an answer to our distribution prob- 

lem? If almost half of ou.r libraries were active in this 

field, there would be no oomimity or school too small or 

too remote to be served. At the present tthne, however, 

there are thousands of thi unable to use these tools in 

education or recreation. It is Utopian to expect any such 

results limnediately. But lt is neither Utopian nor inpos- 

sible to start working in that direction today. Some pro- 

greas has already been made and considering the source of 

some of the excerpts given, there will be more action 

shortly. 

It would be foolish to say that all libraries should 

imdertake such a service. Many university libraries, if 

they did. so, would be duplicating work already carried on 
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In their Exten8ion Departments. And Public libraries, in 

some cities, would be needlessly duplicating activities of 

the schools. But certainly it is not foolish to suggest 

an analysis of each library's local situation with this 

new program in mind. 

There is a growing feeling that the library is one 

of the most logical agencies for this service. Libraries 

are already equipped to acquire and organize such material 

on ari efficient basis. No librarian would hesitate to 

order, receive, acquisition, classIfy, catalog, shelve, 

circulate, or ship this material. These are old and 

familiar processes. But machinery, gadgets, mechanical 

adjustments, film splicing, and rniuerous other unfamiliar 

elements seem to have caused hesitation in beginning this 

work. In reality these mechanical techniques are so sain- 

pie that they no longer need to be considered a serious 

obstacle. Junior and senior high school boys can handle 

practically all of this detail for the library in a per 

feetly capable manner. And the tendency toward training 

in the use of these aids, which is already making its 

appearance in lIbrary school courses, will soon produce 

a supply of librarians well equipped for this work. 

Therefore, when one of the largest Public libraries 

in the country says "Yes"; when a large University library 

says, "Would much like to do so"; when a &iall College 
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library says, "We do some now"; when one of the largest 

State libraries says, "Yes - we do now on a state-wide 

basis"; and when at least one library school gives a re- 
quired basic course in audio-visual aids to all students, 

is there any question about the future? It seems not. 

The libraries are the logical distributing units in many 

locations, and they should prepare to accept this new 

responsibility. 
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Part XX 

Aids Usegin Publicity 

iis question regarding publicity may seem somewhat 

out of place in a study of audio-visual aids. If we 

reflect for a moment, however, and count the various aids, 

we have been discussing which are usefal In publicity work, 

we can soon see the reason. Because of some slight dif- 
ference In methods the question is divided into publicity 
for books and publicity for the library. 
aestIon 23. 

Which of the following have you used most in youi pub- 
licity plans both as to BOOKS and the LIBRARY itself? 

BOOKS-Bulletin boards ( ) Bookilats ( ) 
Newspapers ( ) Radio ( ) Book reviews by 
staff ( ) Window displays of jackets, etc. ( ) 

LIBRARY-Annual report( ) Special reading lists ( ) 
Talks before groups ( ) Radio programs ( ) 

Newspaper stories ( ) Motion picture films ( ) 



il? 

AIDS USED IN PuBLICITY 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Por Books 

Bulletin boards 74 26 21 4 

Bookiiste 68 24 13 10 

Newspapers 75 18 8 12 

Radio 40 7 -- 4 

Book reviews 45 10 3 4 

Displays 29 18 8 -- 

Por Library 

Annual report 55 20 15 12 

Reading lists 56 12 10 

Talks 64 13 5 10 

RadIo 38 7 -- 2 

Newspapers 66 22 8 13 

Movie films 9 2 - -- 

NoReport 5 4 5 5 

"Radio slightly. Monthly bulletins and special subject 

bulletins." 

"Radio irregularly." 

"Movies once or twice sc.e years ago." 

"Does not fit otu case." 

"Radio used occasionally for books and libraries." 
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"We do little publicity work of' any sort. Too busy 

answering calls for service." 

"Radio and motion pictures will be used. more in the future." 

"Exhibitions and publications by the Library." 

C onmentß 

Because of the different problems of the various 

groups it is interesting to compare first choices. Por 

publicizing new books, the Public and the State libraries 

agree on the newspaper. The College and UniversIty and. 

Small College libraries agree on bulletin boards. The dif- 

ference in clientele and usage is apparent bere. The lat- 

ter groups expect their public to be coming to the library, 

while the others realize they must induce theirs to come in 

some way. There is a question, at least, whether the col- 

legos large and small and the universities might not profit 

by some of the opposite philosophy. It would be interest- 

ing to know just what portion of the students and faculty 

actually do frequent the library with any degree of regu- 

larity. It is safe to say the percentage thich does not 

is large enough to warrant considerable change of policy 

here. nd some such realization may be indicated in their 

second choice of 'lists' if they are the kind which are 

sent out to students and faculty and are more than mere 

lists of new titles. 
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Book reviews, that device which seems so commonly 

used, comes well down the list, and radio becomes sort of 

an 'also ran' except with the Public libraries. They have 

taken lt on rather well with 46 per cent of the group 

reporting Its use. This varies as shown in the excerpts 

from aLn.ost none to rather consistent use. Surely as one 

librarian replies, "radio will be used more in the futuro". 

For publicity concerning the library itself three of 
the groups, the ones with the larger libraries, all pick 

the newspaper as first choice. The fourth, the naU 

College group, indicates the annual report as their best 

publicity. This is undoubtedly due to the nature of their 

financial support. The annual report can be used directly 

with past and possible future donors. And if prepared in 

a thoroughly modern manner with readable charts and vivid 

diagrams, it will accomplish wonders. 

The fact that more than 25 per cent of this SnialJ. 

College group report reading lists and newspapers is 

interesting. In the case of those using newspapers there 

must have developed a coxrnnunity interest and activity in 

the College Library. And why should this seem unusual? 

Instances are multiplying rapidly where these libraries 

are furnishing services not otherwise possible. Later 

in this study we find one with a Children's Department 

and another supplying visual aids to the schools. 0er- 
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tainly activities of this nature must broaden the reach 

of the library and tend to bring larger budgets. 

There are other figures of interest in the table 

which seem to Indicate the possibility of greater activity 

with some forms of publicity. Many of the larger libraries 

of the country are now employing a staff member to take 

charge of publicity and promotion. Others could follow 

their example and gain much. Satisfactory publicity 

programs do not 'just happen'. They are the results of 

careful planning which all too often the administrator has 

too little time to accomplish. The facts set forth in 

these figures should be helpful in laying such plans, and 

they indicate a definite opportunity for increasing the 

use of audio-visual aids. 
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Part XXI 

Instruction in LibraU 

There wore two prinary considerations in the prepa- 

ratIon of question No. 24. First, it was desired to find 

out what percentage of the various groups give formal 

instruction in library use; second, to discover what 

audio-visual aids are being used in this work. The figures 

of Table 21 give a clear report, and the excerpts add 

further facts to the story. 

estion 24. 

Do any members of your staff give formal instruction 
in the use of the library? If so, under what general 
plans is this dono? What "visual aid&', if any, are 
regularly used? 

A. Formal instruction given-Yes ( ) o ( ) 

B. Plan used.......Classos ( ) LectuTes ( ).......( ) 

C. "Visual aids" used.....Handbooks ( ) 

Lantern Slides ( ) Motion Pictures ( ) Charts ( ) 

Fi1mstrps ( )................. C ) 
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TABLE 21 

INSTRUCTION IN LIBRARY USE 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Instruction given 

Yes 52 2? 1.5 

No 15 9 5 13 

Plans used 

Classes SQ 16 8 1 

Lectures 14 20 6 1 

jsV used. 
Handbooks 6 14 7 1 

Charts 14 6 4 1 

Lantern slides 2 4 -- -- 

Filmstrips -- -- --. -- 

Movie fiLns -- 
3 

1 -- 

No Report 11 5 5 8 

Excerpts 

"Handbooks and lantern slides." 

"Children's librarian for 5th grades has definite plans, 

problems, charts. Each child given chart of room." 

"Typed illustrations of various points; mimeographed 

sheets illustrating catalog cards, bibliography cards, 

footnotes, etc. Sample pages frani books; special 

handbook used with the library lecture given during 

Frosbman Week." 
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"Yes - brief freshman instruction." 

"Lectures to Freshmen." 

"To all high school freshmen and many 7th grade pupils. 

"Lectures to Freshmen and upper division English classes 

using enlarged catalog card, blackboard and unbound 

periodica? guides." 

"Have a roquired Freshman Course, 1 hour credit, for 

ist semester." 

"High school students como to a branch for instruction. 

No visual aids used." 

"Charts showing catalog cards All 6B and 9B public school 

classes receive this instruction in library." 

"I, myself, give a 3 hour course each semester based on 

Hutchins: uide to the use of libraries." 

"Group instruction to classes visiting library." 

"Used to be given by library - required of freshmen - 

now given as part of Thglish courses." 

UNO _ 'tours' of the lIbrary by two staff members." 

"Staff members lecture for one hour on 'Use of the lib- 

rary' to all Freshman English classes. (Once a year 

to each class.) 

"Yes six lessons to the Freshman class." 
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Comments 

Both of the purposes for which this question was 

asked are clearly answered in the table. The report in 

all groups except the State libraries shows a 3 to I ratio 

of those giving formal instruction to those who do not. 
With the Public library group this work is most largely 

done by classes instead of lectures. In the other groups 

it is almost equally divided between classes and lectures. 

When it conies to the question of the 'aids' used, it 

is disappointing but in no way surprising. Charts and 

handbooks are of course excellent aids in this tipe of 

work. But what of the possibilities with lantern slides, 

filmstrips, and movies? Here are tbTeo excellent audio- 

visual aids which can be perfectly adapted to this work. 

Yet less than 5 per cent of the libraries replying to the 

questionnaire are using them. 

There are so many possibilities for adapting those 
aids. Only one or two are needed to suggest many more. 

Filmstrips aro so simple to operate and with projectors 

available for the schools, why not preparo a series of 

several rolls covering the different phases of library 

use? These could then be used by the teachers in the 

schools with follow-up assignments at the library. A 

sl2nilar plan could be worked out with slides either large 
or small to fit local conditions. Series of either sort 



could be planned for more popular use with 

education groups. The filmstrips could be 

with a transcribed talk to accompany it if 

this way the problem of presentation would 

and repetition and review at any tThie made 

The thought of the added element of s 
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clubs and adult 

s mcbroniz ed 

desired. In 

be simplified 

possible. 

Dund emphasizes 

the possibilities of a thoroughly well planned and profes- 

sionally produced sound film for this work. Too expensive? 

Oh noi If time and energy involved at present in trying 

to get library instruction tacrosst were carefully matched 

against the expense of producing such a fiJ.m or films, the 

films would win every time, And. here again we could offer 

the same standard of instruction in the small schools as 

in the more fortunate large ones, In addition to this 

there is the advantage of stopping for the discussion of 

a point, backing up to run through a point again and 

finally a grand opportunity for review at a later time 
by rerunning the film. 

With all of these possibilities and many more avail- 
able in this problem of library instruction, some serious 

attention should be given to the development of these aids 

for this use immediately. The results will unquestionably 

justify the efforts. And with these aids available, we 

can increase the instruction in this field to includo that 
large group of adults who would appreciate and profit 
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thereby. With ever expanding leisure this is one of our 

increasingly Important problems which audio-visual aids 
can help us to solve. 
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Part XXII 

Adult Eduoatj 

Because Adult Education is going to be one of the 

important library problems In the coniin years, several 

questions in regard to it were included in the question- 

naire. But inasmuch as these all pertain to different 
phases of the saine subject, the replies are grouped and 

treated toethor in this discussion. 

The first of those questions was used to determine 

to just what extent members of the library staff have 

served as leaders of groups in this field. It was also 

designed to discover what audio-visual aids are being 

used in this work. 

The next question sought to learn how far libraries 

have gone in sponsoring organized groups in Adult Ed.uca- 

tion with leaders who are not from the library staff. 
Its second purpose was to discover the sources from which 

these leaders are drawn. 

Following these two came a short question for the 

purpose of determining what percentage of the libraries 
were planning activities of this sort for the future. 

With the moro active and aggressive methods in Adult 

Education covered in the first three questions, the fourth 

sought to find out what libraries have done with the three 
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reoonnnendations made almost 15 years ago. These, it will 

be recalled, were; first - Readers' advisory service; 

second - Information centralized in the library about 

available opportunities and organized groups in the com- 

munity for adult educaton; third - Supplying books to 

these organized study groups. 

And finally cerne a question to test the general 
reaction of librarians to the present Adult Education 

movement. The questIon was drawn to develop a decision 

as to whether It has come to stay or whether it mushroomed 

with the depression only to be forgotten with the return 

of prosperity. 

The replies as they were tabulated appear in Tables 

22, 23, 24, 25, and 26. The excerpts taken from the 

replies follow each of the tables. The coiîmients at the 

end sum up the whole picture. 

.iestion 2. 
In your Adult Education work has your program included 

class groups organized and conductedby your library 
staff personnel? If so, what havebeen the purposes 
of the groups and what forms of visual or audio- 
visual aids have been used In conducting them 

A. Class groups conducted by staff personnel-Yes ( ) 

No() 
B. Purpose of groups (subjects studied)............... 
C. "Aids" used-Charts ( 

) Filmstrips ( ) Lantern 
slides ( ) Silent movies ( ) Phonógraph rec- 
ords ( ) Radio ( )..........( ) .............( ) 
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TABLE 22 

ADULT EDUCATION WORK BY STA 

Public C. and. U. S. C. State 

Groups led by staff 

Yes 20 3 -- 2 

No 45 17 11 8 

'Aids' used 

Charts 2 -- -- 1 

Lantern slides 4 -- -- 1 

Filmstrips - - 

Movies 3 1 -- - 

Records 5 -- 1 - 

Radio 3 -- - - - 

No Report 18 23 11 11 

Excerpts 

URussia, South nerica, etc." 
"Book discussion, travel, social problems, etc." 
"Book reviews and discussion groups in branches." 

"Yes - use of books and libraries." 
"Yes - Mothers' study group in children's literature." 

"To become better acquainted with library." 
"Encouragement of reading, scienòe lectures in Muse,u 

using lantern slides." 

"National literatures; current books; book discussion 

groups .« 
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"This will come in next few yeais.0 

"Yes - book discussion groups - slides and. silent movies." 

"For the past two years the Music Department has conducted 

a program illustrated with recordings. The first year 

this progrsm consisted of a series of 28 weekly leo- 

tures by authorities in music locally. Since this is 

a musical city and its musicians have been generous, 

it was possible to present a good series. These lec- 

tures covered the history of music from its beginnings 

to the present day. 

"This year the series has consisted in concerts of 

recorded music. The Music Department has prepared 

program notes which havé been mimeographed and distri- 

buted to the audience to help thi. understand and enjoy 

the music. Booklists are usually included to link the 

concert with other services of the Music Deparent. 

The average attendance has been 80." 

Have you sponsored any activities as outlined in 
question No. 25 which have been conducted by 
loaders not on your staff? Yes ( ) No ( ) 

Source of leaders. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . 
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TABLE 23 

ADULT EDUCATION SPONSORE!) WITH 
OUTSIDE LEADERS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Groups sponsored 

Yes 16 3 -- 2 

No 40 14 12 7 

Source of leaders 

Local faculties 5 2 -- 1 

Y.M.C.A. i -- -- - 

W.P.A. 5 -- -- - 

P.T.A. 1 -- -- - 

Citizens 4 - 

Grange -- - - - - i 

No Report 26 25 13 11 

ttBusiness and professional groups and student groups - 

book talks." 
ttAdUlt education department of local schools." 

"College faculties nearby." 
tINO. No auditorium in library." 
"Citizens Imown to be interested." 
"Have given use of auditoriums in branches to study 

groups for: WPA classes, Esperanto, spelling, photog- 

raphy, public speaking, cinrent affairs, teachers' 
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project material, Christian Science, CatholIc, anti- 

ccimmunist." 

"Yes. Volunteer or WPA at some branch libraries." 

"Local talent for book talks, travel talks, vocatIonal 

programs, radio, etc." 

(nie following Is a special report from one of the most 

wide-awake libraries in the country.) 

Classes conducted b leaders not on lIbrary staff 

"Under WPÀ, we have developed quite an extensIve 

program In adult education, part of which takes the form 

of classes. 

"Regular classes, for which registration is taken, 

have been conducted in the fields of photography and 

creative writing on the premisos of the library. 
".A.t present six classes in creative iting are run- 

ning. The instructors are qualIfied WPA supervIsors. 

Subjects taught Include fiction writing, writing for cliii- 

dren, radio, verse writing, the magazine article, etc. A 

surprising number of manuscripts have been sold. 

"There are five classes in photography running 

simultaneously. The library owns darkroom and enlarging 

equipment for these classes. A "salon" is held every 

year of the work turned out by the students. 

"In addition to these formal classes, forums arid 

series of lectures are planned. These are organized 
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under a VIPA supervisor, under the general sponsorship of 

the lIbrary. Lectures for these fori.ns give their time. 

Last year 90 per cent of those who participated were 

University of professors. Because of the high 

calibre of the speakers, the meetings have been extremely 

worth while, and very well attended. 

"A lecture series runs for twelve weeks, generally. 

Some of our popular series during the last few years have 

been: 

The Art of Living (practical psychology) 
The Psychology of the Adolescent 
The Psychology of the Pre-school Child 
History in the Making (Lectures by 

travellers, many of them University 
Professors, who have returned from 
points vital in the day's news within 
the past year. Often these lectures 
are illustrated with movies taken by 
the lecturer.) 

Marriage Clinic (for men) 
Marriage Cilnio (for women) 
Charm and Personality 
The World of Nature 
School for Car Drivers 
Better Buying 

"Book reviews are given twice a month at the Central 

Library and at four Library Branches by the Creative 

Writing teacher. 

"Various clubs have their headquarters In the 

LIbrary Museum, hold their meetings there and receive 

considerable leadership there. 

are: 

nong these organizations 
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The Bird Club 
The Shutter Club (camera) 
The Mtneral and Gem Club 
The Botanical Society 
The Amateur Astronomical Society 
The Archaeological Society 
The Geological Society 
The Audubon Society and the 

Mushroom Club have for years niet at one 
of the branch libraries. 

'These groups hold meetings which are open to the 

public and at which local authorities speak. They also 

sponsor field trips. Visual aids are frequently used at 

the meetings. 

"In November, 1939, the library reached 722 groups 

at the Main Library and branches. These include story 

hours; classes coming to the Library for library instruc- 

tion; various kinds of organizations - Scout Troops, 

Townsend Clubs, etc., etc.; groups referred to under 25 

and 26; groups visiting the Library as a planned 'School 

Tour'." 

stion 27. 
Are you planning for activity in the future of the 

type mentioned in questions 25 and 26? 
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TABLE 24 

PLANNING ADULT EDUCATION GROUPS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Yes 13 2 -- 2 

No 30 13 15 6 

No Report 36 23 11 13 

Excerpts 

"Throui our Adult Education servIce, if the rIght teacher 
can be found, to have a class on teaching literate 

adults how to read." 

"Public library question." 

"Not on present budget." 

"Probably some book reviews. 

for study groups." 

"Does not apply." 

"Yes, if firnds permit." 

"Not at present." 

"Possibly." 

Will give use of auditorIi.ms 

"No plans for activities beyond our student and faculty 

groups at present." 

"Our prograiu is extensive." 
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Qiuestiori 28. 
If your Adult Education work has not taken this drec- 

tion, will you indicate what have been your activi- 
ties in this field? 

A. Readers advisory service for individual study ( ) 
B. Infoiation service on organ±zed classes ( ) 
C. Supplying books for organized groups C ) 

D. 

TABLE 25 

ADULT EDUCATION WORK OTHER 
THAN SPONSORED GROUPS 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 
Readers ' Adviser service 60 10 2 8 
Infonnation on groups 40 3 2 3 

SupplyIng books to groups 61 9 6 12 
No Report 13 23 12 8 

Eccer1Dts 

"Public Library responsibility." 
"I presume university education is Adult Education, or 

is It? Certainly the end product should be an adult 
both physically and mentally." 

"Making a beginning on Readers' Adviser, ________ is 
already overorganized. Some groups meet in the lIbrary 
but are not sponsored by the library." 

"Books listed in 'Reading with a Purpose' pamphlets for 
indIviduals . 
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"...through special fund, we are able to offer lectures 

and music to our public." 

"Talks before groups, supplying lists for study." 

"Readers' Adviser service. Package libraries on agricul- 

turai subjects1" 

"State LIbrarian served as foruin counselor In state for 

three months in 1939." 

"Does not apply." 

"Adult education work is carried on by University Exten- 

sion Division. We aid them materially through our 

extension library." 
service to alinae." 

"All three on state-wide basis. Also supplying books to 

individual not having access to a library. Planned 

reading courses for Home Bureau and Farm Bureau groups. 

Art Olubs. NYA related training program." 

"Aid and advice to study groups and reading clubs." 

"Planning programs for study groups." 

iestion 29. 

Do you feel that Adult Education has ceno to stay as 
the final phase of a completely democratic system 
of education ( ) or has it "mushroomed" because of 
the depression only to be forgotten with the return 
of prosperity ( ) 
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HAS ADULT EDUCATION C 0I'1E TO STAY? 

Public C. and U. S. C. State 

Here to stay 58 15 13 10 

Gone tomorrow 2 4 - i 

No Report 17 22 12 8 

Excerpts 

ask me. For us the A.E. is something of a 'pain 

in the neck'. 

"I believe adult education bas come to stay not because 

it is a final phase of democracy but because the popu- 

lation is becoming more and more an adult one. If 

prosperity returns, there will still be 'the lost 

generation' to adult educate." 

"Well, well! Must I choose?" 

"To be forgotten unless leaders come forward." 

"I hope there is never a final phase to any system of 

education. ft 

"Adult education goes back to the first library in the 

world! Chatauqua lectures were adult education." 

"My belief is that much that is done is a waste of time 

and money and, should prosperity return, would be 
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forgotten unless a tremendous Improvement can be made 

in organization personnel." 

"Adult education is an old process under a new name. 

Whether it will continue in its present form, I doubt." 

"Adult education is bere. Its form is not final." 

"Probably to stay but lt should be integrated with other 

educational programs. 

"Some. mushrooming probably but believe it is a growing 

field." 
"We feel adult education has been and always will be a 

part of library work." 
"I feel that Adult Education has been here to stay since 

the inception of the ,American Public Library. It is 
only the emphasis on lt that has mushroomed." 

"We hote lt is here to stay." 

Connnents 

Before any general conrionts can be made, lt is nec- 

essary to review the results in the tables. The startling 
fact in Table 22 is that only 12 per cent of the libraries 

reporting have made any efforts to organize and conduct 

Adult Education classes. But it is not so surprising to 

see an almost complete neglect of audio-visual aids. 

of the four groups only the Public Libraries with 

23 per cent active in this way make much of a showing. 
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Does this indicate that Adult Education is to be their 
responsibility only? It almost seems so fri the figures. 

In the matter of groups sponsored using leaders from 

outside, the situation is even more startling. The total 
participation. by all libraries drops to 11 per cent,while 
the Public Library group drops to 18 per cent, 

Under these conditions the future looks dark for 
either type of activity. In the question on planning such 

groups the total for all libraries drops down to 9 per cent 
and the PublIc Libraries to 15 per cent. In other words, 

less than one in six of the Public Libraries even are plan- 

ning active groups for the futuro. Certainly there must be 

e. reason for such apparent indifference to Adult Education 

work. Possibly the replies in Table 25 give us the answer. 

More than 15 years ago a committee of the American 

Library Association was appointed to report on the position 
of libraries in. the field of Adult Education. After care- 

ful study, the report was made in 1926 under the title, 
'Libraries and Adult Education'. There were three primary 

recommendations in that report. The first was the estab- 

liabment of readers' advisory service; second, cooperation 

with individuals by keeping current information available 
about all organized study groups In. the conmnmity; and 

third, supplying books needed by these groups. At the 

time this report was issued it was excellent and much good 
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has resulted from it. But lt begins to appear that 'the 

die was cast' at that time, and now we ar'e fearful of change. 

From then until now there has been a somewhat slavish fol- 

lowing of the pattern set dovrn. Individual Instances are 

on record, such as the long special report quoted earl±er, 
In which libraries have broken over the traces and created 

a real program. But on the whole it is easy to seo what 

the general activity has been by the large number of lIb- 
raries checking these three forms of Adult EducatIon In 

Table 25. Where in the previous tables small percentages 

were rerorting, here we have 42 per cent, 25 per cent, and 

46 per cent indicating actIvity along these three lines. 

Has the acceptance of these recommendations served as a 

shield to ward off suggestions for more active participa- 

tion in the program? The reports seem to say 'yes'. 
But what of the future as suggested in the question 

for Table 26? A glance at the figures will show that 

librarians are convinced Adult Education has come to stay 

and is not some depression-born fad. Over 50 per cent of 

all those reporting agree on this point. 

This being true then it is time for the libraries to 

take stock of the situation once more. Fifteen years ago 

Al Tolson had not sung his songs from the screen to amaze 

the world with 'the talkies'. Most of us were fascinated 

in those days with crystal radio sets over which we hunched 
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with earphones while we fooled with the 'cat's whisker', 

Lindbergh had not spanned the Atlantic. Streainliners were 

unknown. Hawaiian Clippers, wire photos, superheterodynes, 

short wave sets for the home, miniature cameras, Kodachrome 

fiJius, microfilms; all of these things and dozens of others 

lay in the futuxe. Yet in 1940 the libraries still seem 

content with a pattern from those earlier days. This 

should not be so. There is probably more to be done by 

the libraries in the field of Adult Education than in any 

other phase of their work. The possibilities are tremen- 

dous. The opportunity arid the obligation are apparent. 

By approaching the whole problem once more, a new program 

thoroughly integrated with the present educational and 

library systems should be worked out . And if this program 

keeps clearly in mind the man and the facts of today, it 

can do marvelous things. It can bring to millions of 

searching adults the opportunities which they not only 

want but desparately need if they are to learn how to enjoy 

their increasing leisure. It can offer the satisfaction of 

progress to those who were unable to continue their earlier 

schooling. It can educate the foreigner in our customs and 

ways. It can entertain, instruct, and enlighten. And our 

college graduates could find here an opportunity to 'carry 

on' so the world may benefit from the foundations they have 

already laid. 
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And. :1n the organization and operation of this program, 

the library should be the leader, the centoi and hub about 

which it revolves . Every modern invention should be brought 

Into use to make learning a joy after a hard day's work. 

Audio-visual aIds should be the very backbone of the plan. 

This can be done, and it will be done. It is the libraries' 
privilege to supply the leadership to develop the program. 

And when this is accomplished, there may yet be truth in 

the slogan, 'The PublIc Library, A People's University.' 
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Part XXIII 

Chi1thon's Work 

One of the places in the library where audio-visual 

aids can be used most effectively is the Children's WorI. 

Therefore the final question of the survey was arranged 

to give free reign to reporting on any such use. Several 

specific items were listed for ease in checking, and space 

was left, and the suggestion for was provided. 

As might be expected, the reports came from only two 

groups, the ?ublic and State Libraries. The figures are 
given for these in Table 27, and interesting selections 

from several pages of remarks are given. 

question 30. 
In your Children's Work what use have you made of plays, 

pageants, pictures or other ttaidstt particularly 
adapted to theIr use and enjoyment? 

Plays. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fi].instrips. . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Pageants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Silent movies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pictures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sound movies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Stereographa . . . . . . . . . . . Radio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Lantern slides . . . . . Others . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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TABLE 27 

'AIDS' USED IN CHILDREN'S WORK 

Public State 

Plays 28 4 

Pageants 7 4 

PictuTes 43 4 

Puppet shows 12 - 

Stereographs 18 3 

Story hours 16 - 

RadIo 17 - 

Lantern slides 9 1 

Fiistrips i - 

Silent movies 4 - 

Sound movies i - 

No Service 2 6 

No Report 16 9 

Excerpts 

"Dolls of all countries." 

"Puppet and shadow plays - story 

"Puppet plays - extensive collection of dolls representing 

book characters - cut-outs, objects, etc. illustrating 

books and special projects." 

"Occasional lantern slide shows - radio programs - exhibits 

of many kinds with emphasis on han.dcraft or hobbies. 

Talks on various subjects - singing groups." 
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"Stereographs for use in 1ibrary.' 

"Plays, considerable; pictures, extensive; lantern slides, 

considerable; silent and soimd movies done regularly by 

Museimi Department in this saine building." 

«Pictures and stereographs for circulation and library 

use - filmstrips for schools - story telling periods." 

story over local radio station." 

"Radio program weekly." 

"Puppet plays in story hour - stereographs for table uso, 

not circulated." 

"Weekly radio story hour for children - puppet show for 

young people.« 

"Draina clubs in branches. Framed picture collection which 

circulates. Radio used n Main Children's Roi for 

occasional broadcasts Adventure Road', a series of 

8 broadcasts (See arnoimcement enclosed). (Plate vIII) 
Exhibits in cases. Book jacket displays. Posters, 

etc." 
"Puppet shows and shadow plays. Pictures for room decora- 

ton only. Phonograph records. Picture books in story 

hour. We have a children's room in the College Library 

sponsored by women's organizations of the town and the 

school board." 

"Large collection of pictures for circulation - 1500 

stereographs for circulation - puppet shows in connec- 
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tion with story hours." 

"Plays, books cireu1ted; pictures, displayed; storeographs 

used in library by children; lantern slides in our 

Museuin talks to children." 

"Plays over radio; pageants in ChIldren's Department; 

pictures for school circulation; weekly radio hour." 

Ipay5, puppet shows, radIo programs on children's books; 

book jacket talks to classes when school visiting." 

"Conducted a dramatIc hour for one year. Music story hour 

in connection with Music Center - used records 

for illustration." 

Coxnment8 

There seems to be nothing startling revealed in the 

figures of the table. The fact that plays take second 

position is a. bit surprisIng but even more so Is the fact 

that stereographs are listed as third. Considering the 

remarks earl:ter In the section on stereographa, it would 

seem somethIng ought to be done with these. There we 

learned that most of these collections were being allowed 

to become obsolete. Does this look like a wise policy 

when here we find evident proof of their popularity with 

the children? Or would it be better to gradually modernize 

these collectIons, as has been suggested in the earlIer 

section? 



The radio appears to be taking an inportant place in 
this work. We need to remeiìiber though that most of this 
activity is in progrsis broadcasted for the children. 
Certainly there is an opportunity to utilize prograris 

already on the air to bring the children to the library 
in much the seine way as the story hours so generally used. 

The accompanying program shown in Plate VIII is 
descriptive of one of the excellent pieces of work being 

done on the air. The tie-up which is indicated between 

the library and other organizations in the ciniunity sug- 

gesta possibilities which are well worth developing. It 

is ttnfortunate the timing of this splendid series could 

not have been arranged to let the programs be released in 

the Children's Departments. In this way, as suggested, 

there should be an opportunity to make a special connection 

between the storIes dramatized and the books themselves. 

The possibility of a follow-up period znedIately after 

the broadcast with the regular story hour person to answer 

questions and make explanations could be interesting and 

popular. Supplementary material such as lantern slides 

might also be prepared to be shown thIle the program is 

given. The possibilitIes for using the radio are just 

being learned, and every new suggestion should be wel- 

comed, tried, and adopted if found successful. 
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Late VIII 4 

- __ - - I, - 

s 
ADVEJUE TbD 

SUr4DY 53o 

DRAMATIC STORIES FRO CHILIDREN'S BOuKS BROUGET TO LIFE 

iOR YOUR EíJuY1vENT. J3L..OKS LI1E ROLLI WHEELS. THE 

GOOD MASTER, AND CADDIE WOODLAWN WILL BE DRAMATIZED 

ON TEE AIR EVERY SUNDAY AFTERNOON FROM 5:30 TO 5:45. 

PROLUCED FOR RADIO B ThE SAN DIGU COi.MUNITY PLAYERS 

ARRANGED AND SPONSORED BY THE CHILDREN'S DEPARTMENT OF 

5 Dt EO pdi3Lrc L1Y 



149 

As to lantern slides, filmstrips, and movies, lt is 

dlsapponting to see what little use is made of theni. Lan- 

tern slides showed more than double the use of the others, 

but lt is a bare 10 per cent of the Public libraries report- 

ln who use them at all. And filmstrips and movies are just 

not even being considered it seems. When we look around 

and see the ever increasing uso of these things in the 

schools, we realize there must be a reason. If they are 
successfu]. in that portion of the child's life, they would 

also be in the library. The Important thing is to learn to 

use them and to properly adapt them to the library work. 

It is thó tImeliness and appropriateness of what is used 

that counts rather than the f oii of its use. But if we 

can find suitable material in these popular forms, it will 

enrich arid strengthen our whole children's progrsm. 
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iryui Oqcons 

Throughout the preceding sections we have discovered 

and discussed the status of the various audio-visual aids 
individually. Now we will focus theni all into one corn- 

posite picture to determine their status collectively. 

To do this let us review, for a moment, which of the 

aids are being extensively used and which ones are not. 

Taking them in the survey order we find charts, maps, 

posters, paintings, framed pictures, clippings, photographs, 

prints, stereographs, and phonograph records to be the most 

widely used. While we find all of the others occasionally 

used, they have not been adoited generally by the libraries. 
What does this indicate? Most of the widely used aids 

fall into the general class of flat printed matter. The 

phonograph is the only one which deviates far from this 
type. Does this indicate that their choice has been 

largely determined by convenience of handling? Or is it 

possible that the choice may have been made by unconsciously 

avoiding those aïds which involved seemingly complicated 

mechanical processes? When we list the ones which are 

practically unused as yet, this seems to be quite apparent. 

Lantern slides, filmstrips, opaque projectors, motion pic- 

tures, microfilms, and radio; these are the mechanical 

aids which have not yet been developed to any extent in 
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library work. 

Unfortunately, posIb1y the greatest opportiin1tie 

for broadening 1brary service lie in the uso of these very 

aids. On every side of uz we hear their advantages being 

explained. The survey by the United $tates Office of 

Education in 1936 showed their wide$pread use in the 

schools. The Regents' inquiry in the State of New York 

in 1938 emphasized their essential position in today's 

eduoaton and stressed the necessity of developing some 

more effective means for their distribution. Their growing 

importance is even front page news in the daily press, as 

indicated by the clipping from page 1 of the Christian 

Science Monitor for April 1, 1940 shown in Plate L. 

And that have the libraries done about meeting this 

new challenge for service? Here and there individual 

libraries have pioneered in the use of these aids. But 

collectively the figures show clearly that they have done 
very little. The entire coimnimity, - city, county, state, 

and nation - needs these aids today. And where can they 

get them? Everywhere, and consequentÏy nowhere. The 

teacher who wants to use f iJ.ns in her class must plan her 

work several weeks ahead, ordering from distant sources. 

The citizen authority on wild flowers;- There can he get 

lantern slides for his talks? The scounaster;- There 



Plate IX 

Films Found 

Mtking Gain 

In Education 

Conference of Depart- 
ment of Visual Instruc- 
tion of N. E. A. i held 
at Boston University. 

y a Stafi Wrft.'r oy 
riLe Chnstan Sczence Monitor 

BOSTON, April 1 - The e- 
nThnd for visual education is in- 
creasing, Prof. Abraham Krasker. 
head of Boston University's Divi- 
sion of Teaching Aids, said in an 
interview during the eleventh 
annual Visual Education Confer- 
ence at Boston University's School 
of Education. 

The conference was held under 
the auspices nl the New England4 
Section of the Department cf 
Visual Instruction of the National 
Education Association. The theme 
was .," What Is New in Visual and 
Radio Education" 

Nearly 2,000,000 students in 16 
colleges and 120 s'hool systems 
have made use of Boston Uni- 
sity's unusual film library dur- 
ing the past year, according to 
a recent announcement by Dean 
Jesse B. Davis of the School of 
Education. Boston University and 
Harvard are said to be the only 
colleges in New England main- 
taming an extensive library of 
films designed for visual educa- 
tion. 

i SiA 

More Popular 
: Educational films, which form 

four-fifths of those used at Bos- 
t(fl University, are more popular 
tI-'nn the Donald Duck or Mickey 
MLIse variety with education stu- 
dert, while lantern slides take 
second place, Professor Krasker 
said. 

A new service will be added to 
Professor Krasker's department, 
he announced earlier in the week, 
when educational recordings, 
t ranscriptions of educational pro- 
garns sponsored by the large 
hro,dcasting stations. are cata- 
logLied and filed for use by stu- 
dents and teachs. 

"Visual education as a teach- 
rg aid developed gradually in the 
j ore progressive universities from 

. 

necessity for bringing realistic 
. experiences to the studente " Pro- 
tesor Krasker explained. "For ex- 

. aiìple,-it is not always possible 
fc'i a teacher to take a class to a 

t large municipal court to observe 
jgiicial p'roceedings, or to visit 

i a arge jfactory to watch actual 
applictftns of chemistry. Hence, 
seine 0th 'r method became neces- 

I 

sary. 
Best Medium 

"Motion picture films, when 
properly presented and supervised, 
offer the bst medium. They should 
never, however, replace the school 
trip, which4s extremely valuable 
But films do makè available to 
every teacher millions of dollars 
of plants and material, such as art 
museums, which would be beyond 
the ordinary reach of the teacher 
and class. Then, too, films are avail- 
able the year' 'round." 
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can he get filmstrips or motion picture films to explain 

the facts of life to his boys? The forin leader;- Where 

can he got aids of this sort for his groups? AU. these 

and hundreds of others;- Where should they be able to get 

this assistance? In a library nearby. 

Sometimes this would be a small college library. 

Again it would be that of a large college or university. 

Sometimes it would be the community library, city or 

county. Again it would be that of the state. But which- 

ever it be, no person in need of this service should be 

far from a source of supply. 

To achieve this end is not only the opportunity but 

alao the privilege of the libraries. They aro unquestion- 

ably a logical agency to render this service and surely 

the best able to handle the work. By working together 

they could achieve an early solution to the whole problem 

of distributing audio-visual aids. 

First, each individual library should take stock and 

survey the conditions of its immediato territory. Second, 

should come a concerted effort through state assocIations 

to achieve an early and adequate service which will include 

all rural areas as well as the urban centers. Third, 

should come an immediate recognition of the problem by 

library schools and the inauguration of classes In most of 
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them for special training in this field. And, fouith, to 

assist In ail of this work the Aierican Library Association 

should have a separate Audio-Visual Aids Division with a 

specialist in charge at headquarters. This division should 

gather and coordinate all possblo information on these 

problems and assIst individual lIbraries or groups of 

libraries In. working out the best solutions for their 

territories. 

By such a program of concerted action the day need 

not be far off when the educational and recreational op- 

portunities of both young and old should be greatly enlarged 

through Audio-Visual Aids in the Library. 
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