
DECISION RATIONALE

for the B ly Mtn . Timb er Sale

(Reference: Bly M tn. / Sw an La ke / Wh iteline R eserv oir

 Forest Health an d Woo dland Treatm ents

Environm ental Assessme nt #OR01 4-99-6)

The Bly Mtn. T imber Sale was  prepared under the Bly M tn. / Swan Lake / W hiteline Reservoir Forest H ealth

and Woodlan d Treatments  E nvironmental Ass essment (EA ) #OR014-99-6  wh ich p rovid es fo r a se para te

De cisio n R atio na le to  be  pre pa red  at th e tim e e ac h s ale  is pr op os ed .   Th is D ec isio n R atio na le

ap plie s o nly  to th e B ly M tn.T im be r Sa le (th e firs t trea tm en t pro po se d u nd er th is E A),  wh ich  is

sch edu led to  be s old J uly 2 8, 19 99.  

DECISION FOR BLY MTN. TIMBER SALE

My dec is ion is  to  implement  the Proposed Action A lternat ive (A lternat ive A)  o f the B ly  Mtn.  / Swan

Lake /  Whi te l ine Reservo ir  Forest Heal th  and Woodland Treatments  Env i ronmenta l  Assessment

(EA  #O R-0 14-9 9-6)  for the  Bly M tn. Tim ber S ale.  T his w ill involve  harv estin g ap prox ima tely 1 .1

mi l lion board feet (MBF)  over  approx imate ly  700 acres.  The EA addresses a  number  o f issues

inc lud ing  tho se  rais ed  du ring  the  pu blic  sco pin g a nd  tou rs.  T ho se  issu es  tha t are  ad dre sse d in

the EA include;

• Number and size of trees to be removed (partial cutting versus clearcutting)

• Reduction of g round fu els

• Availab ility of firew ood for th e public

• Forest health problems on federal lands on the eastside

• Project Maps 

• Impact on deer herds

• Access into the area and on-going trash and dumping problems in Bly Mtn. Area

• Roadless areas > 1000 acres

• Treatment of older forest stands

• Roads (new  construction and obliteration) 

• Salvage

• Soil disturbance

• Vegetation disturbance

• Use of prescribed fire

• Riparian Reserve  treatments

• Wate rshed A nalysis

Some of the public scoping issues that were raised are not applicable to the proposed treatments because

the proposed treatments are outside the Northwest Forest Plan geographic boundary and the issue is non

existent in the area.  These issues include:

• Soil and Vegetation disturbance in Key Watersheds (No Key Watersheds in the project area)

• Soil and Vegetation disturbance in Municipal Watersheds (No Municipal Watersheds in project area)

• Activities in late successional reserves (Outside NFP boundary)

• Surveys for “Survey and Manage Species”(Outside NFP boundary)

• Pacific Yew (No Pacific Yew in the project area)

• Northern Spotted O wl critical habitat (Outside the NFP  boundary - Eastside s ale) 

• Fragmentation o f large blocks of mature fores t (No large blocks of ma ture forest)

The t reatment  area is  outs ide the known range of  the Nor thern Spot ted Owl  and the boundary  o f

the a rea a naly zed  in the  No rthw est F ores t Plan .  Inform al co nsu ltation  has  bee n co mp leted  with

the U.S. F ish and Wi ld l ife  Serv ice on the enti re  ana lys is  area (B ly  Mtn.,  Swan Lake Rim,  and

W hiteline  Re serv oir) for L ost R iver a nd s hort n ose  suc kers  and  bald  eag les.  A   “no e ffect”

de term ina tion  ha s b ee n m ad e fo r Lo st R ive r an d s ho rt no se  su cke rs a nd  a “m ay  effe ct, n ot lik ely



to a dv ers ely  effe ct” d ete rm ina tion  ha s b ee n m ad e fo r ba ld e ag les .   Th e B ly M tn. T im be r Sa le is

the firs t adv ertise d sa le w ithin the  Bly M tn. / Sw an L ake  Rim  / W hiteline  Re serv oir Fo rest H ealth

and  W ood land  Tre atm ent  E A a naly sis ar ea.  

DECISION RATIONALE

The dec is ion is  cons is tent  w i th  the goals  and ob ject ives o f  the:

C Fina l K lamath Fa lls  Resource Area Resource Management  P lan (RMP) and i ts  Record o f

De cision  (Jun e 19 95). 

C Klam ath Fa lls Reso urce A rea F ire Ma nag em ent E A (O R-01 4-94-0 9) 

C Klam ath Fa lls Reso urce A rea Integ rated W eed  Con trol Plan E A (O R-01 4-93-0 9).

C The proposed trea tments and projec ts are being planned und er the direction of:

• Range Reform FEIS (August 1995)

• Standards For Rangeland Health And Guidelines For Livestock Management For Public Lands

Administered By The Bureau Of Land Management In The State Of Oregon And Washington (August

12, 1997)

• Final Environmen tal Impact Statem ent, Vegetation Treatm ent On BLM  Lands In Thirteen W estern

States(1991)

• Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem Management Project/Eastside Draft Environmental Impact

Statement (ICBEMP)May 1997.

A comparison of the proposed treatments with the direction of the preferred alternative in the draft EIS for

ICBEMP indicates that the proposed action meets the intent and general direction of that alternative.  The

final decision for ICBEMP could amend direction for future treatment under this EA . 

As n oted in th e FO NS I determ ination, the im pacts c reated  by the  abov e dec ision do  not req uire

further analysis.

Altern ative  A w as s elec ted b eca use  it repre sen ts the  ma jor pre scrip tion p rovid ed b y the  Klam ath

Fa lls R M P.  A ll imp ac ts id en tified  in th is as se ssm en t an d id en tified  by  the  ge ne ral p ub lic ar e w ithin

the  sco pe  of th e F EIS .   So il dist urb an ce  leve ls co ntin ue  to b e m on itore d a nn ua lly to  de term ine  if

impacts exceed those analyzed in the Klamath Fal ls FEIS.  Two seasons of  pre and post

treatment stand exams of  RMP t imber sales indicate that  post-harvest stand character ist ics

(inc lud ing  ca no py  clos ure , res idu al la rge  tree  co m po ne nt, s truc ture , an d d ow n w oo dy  m ate rial)

are in co mp liance w ith the Klam ath Fa lls RM P.   In ad dition, pos t-harves t biological su rveys a re

indica ting th at po st-ha rves t stan ds a re co ntinu ing to  serv e as  late s ucc ess iona l hab itat.   Po st-

harv est s tand  exa ms  are a lso ind icating  that fo llow- up p resc ribe fire s (un derb urns ) are p oss ible to

furthe r redu ce fire  risks.      

A l ternat ive B (exc lude Swan Lake Rim)  was re jec ted because the dens ity  and jun iper

encroachment  issue is re levant  to  forest  and woodlands on Swan lake Rim.   I f he l icopter logg ing

on Swan Lake Rim is  too cost ly ,  on ly  those commerc ia l  forest s tands that  can be ground based

logged wil l be t reated.

Altern ative  C (s alva ge o nly) w as a lso re jecte d be cau se it d oes  not a deq uate ly ad dres s de nsity

cont ro l  needed to  improve s tand res il iency.   The Roaming Salvage T imber  Sale  Env i ronmenta l

Assessment  (EA # OR-014-96-02)  address sa lvage harvest in  the K lamath Fa lls  Resource Area.

Altern ative  D (n o trea tme nt) w as re jecte d be cau se it w ould  not re solv e the  imm edia te ne ed to

address manual dens i ty  cont ro l  concerns for improved forest hea l th  in  the areas covered under

the env ironmenta l ana lys is .   The on ly  dens i ty  cont ro l  under A l ternative D would  be through the

use of  prescr ibed f i re.  Al though prescr ibed f i re has proven to be an ef fect ive way to reduce

dens i ties , prescribed fi re  may somet imes resu lt  in  loss of  enti re  patches/canopy,  pre fer red

spe cies , and  large r trees  in are as w here  fuel loa ds a nd ris ks a re hig h an d un con trollab le. 

Defer ring harvest  would  resu lt  in  cont inued suppression and loss o f  exis ting shade-in to lerant



sp ec ies  (po nd ero sa  pin e, s ug ar p ine , an d D ou gla s-fir) .  Ex istin g c on ditio ns  wo uld  no t sig nific an tly

impro ve if the are as w ere de ferred from  harve st.  The im pacts o f future ha rvest w ould n ot vary

substantia lly  from those antic ipated under the proposed act ion.   Under  the no t reatment

a l ternative, the ongoing mor ta li ty  in  many ex is t ing s tands may resu l t in  deter iora ted s tand

con dition s, incr eas ed fu el loa ds, a nd a  corre spo ndin g inc reas ed ris k of s tand -rep lacing  wildfire s. 

A l ternat ive D prov ides no economic benefi t to  communi t ies  assoc ia ted wi th  harvesting and

processing forest products.

Mitigating Measures

1) Dur ing the publ ic  scop ing,  there was some requests  that f irewood be made ava i lab le  upon

complet ion o f  harvest ing.   Some addi tiona l requ irements  wil l be incorporated in to  the

Timber  Sale  Cont ract that would  a llow eas ier  access to  res idua l s lash.  However ,  the

Purchaser  is  enti tled to  a l l wood des ignated for removal  and there is  no guarantee that

there would  be any fi rewood ava i lab le  if  the Purchaser chooses to  remove the

nonmerchantab le  mater ia l .  Some of  the jun iper woodland treatments  should  prov ide

som e fue l wo od m ateria l for loca l resid ents . 

2) One of  the issues ra ised dur ing the public  scop ing and tours  was the i llega l dumping of

t rash on publ ic lands in the area.  The Klamath Fal ls Resource Area is in the in i tia l  phase

of  p lann ing a  c lean-up of i llega l dump s i tes in  the K lamath Forest  Esta tes Area.   The

communi ty  wi ll  be asked to  vo lunteer wi th  the c leanup.  In  add it ion,  the BLM’s  law

en forc em en t offic er is  inve stig atin g th e p res en t site s to  de term ine  if ha za rdo us  m ate rial is

involved and responsible part ies.

  

_____________________________________   Date_____________

Ter i  Raml

Klamath Fa lls  Resource Area Manager


