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PURPOSE OF THE EXPERIMENT

The purpose of the experimental plots is to determine the effects of
thinning and pruning on Douglas fir reproduction., Both the experimental
plot and the check plot will be measured at the end of each growing season,

and the growth rates on each will be noted.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EXPERIMENTAL ARFA

The plots are located west of Philomath on the Alsea highway at the
point of entrance into the Siuslaw National Forest (north side of the
highway)

Both plots are located on a rather steep slope averaging about thirty
per cent., The exposure is southerly to southwesterly. Growth rates are
good, however, ‘

Stocking is generally poor to medium but varying widely within the
plots.

One plot, the experimental plot, has been thinned, and the residual trees
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have been pruned to heights of 4 to § feet, Thinning was limited to a
spacing of 8 feet, This limit was not exceeded but was not always achieved.
The objective was only to release the dominant, thrifty trees,
The check plot was measured, but no thinning or pruning was done.
This plot will be used as a check on the experimental plot to determine,
by comparison, any accelerated growth rates on the released, pruned trees.,
The average age of the reproduction was found to be between 9 and 10
years (at the time of the improvement cuttings)., Heights averaged about

17 to 18 feet, and diameters ranged from below six.inches to five inches

and above,




DATA-~CHECK PLOT
AI‘ea in achSOQ..ooooootontoca.oouootc-00.0.0.... 008
TOt&l B&S&lAI‘G&............-o.....;............. 90517

Total N'umber Of Trees.oooo.o-..o.-o.‘.n..o.oo’... 457

DATA--EXPERIMENTAL PLOT
APBR 1B REVNP. .0 Jiitavie s desdosnsiinbnniesstides e 0.975
FOEL BASAL RTOBe vosvh vorvunss dilsbine dannscini e 20,972
Total Kumber. of IT008us.tiiccsnsssnsscssaissssss 1003
Basal Area Removed by Thinninge.eciccccocescssses 7.296
Rosldual Banal AYea. ... craiicicsoiindisietinse 13,676
Fumber of Trees Thinned...c.siseseercesurroiososh o o008

Residual Treesﬂ............0'.....'.....".'...I. 505
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